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“As a child needs love and a roof over his head, 
so does every mother.  A mother needs a home where 
she can live with Identity, Dignity and Respect”.
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Aditi Ashok was bestowed with 
the Arjuna Award for 2020. The 
awards are given by the Ministry 
of Youth Affairs and Sports, 
government of India to recognize 
outstanding achievement in 
National sports, the award carries 
a cash prize, a bronze statue of 
Arjuna and a scroll.

Seventeen Golfers have received 
the coveted award since inception 
out of which three have been 
women, Aditi being the fourth. 
She also became the youngest 
Indian to receive the award. The 
last women golfers conferred 
with the award were Anjali Desai 
(1972), Sita Rawlley (1977) and 
Nonita Lall in 1987. 

PG Sethi was the first one to 
receive the award for Golf in 1961 
followed by Ashok Malik in 1963 
and Raj Kumar Pitambar in 1967.

Instituted in 1961 the award 
recognises the outstanding 

OF AWARDS
AND 
RECORDS

sportspersons of the country. The 
award over the years has evolved 
to include all the recognised 
disciplines in 1977, has introduced 
indigenous games and physically 
handicapped categories in 1995 
and introduced a lifetime 
contribution category in 1995. The 
award policy restricts the numbers 
to fifteen stipulates that the award 
is given only to the disciplines 
included in the sovereign events 
like Olympic Games, Paralympic 
Games, Asian Games, 
Commonwealth Games, World 
Championship and World Cup 
along with Cricket, Indigenous 
Games, and Parasports. 

Happy Reading!

Aditi Ashok

‘Congratulations to 
everyone at GolfPlus 
Monthly on your 15th 
anniversary’.

“I am honoured to 
have received the 
prestigious Arjuna 
award. It is a great 
recognition for golf as 
well as women’s golf 
in India and which will 
hopefully motivate 
other girls to pursue 
golf as a career. 

As a kid, I always 
enjoyed playing the 
game and that is what 
kept my journey going. 
You never start playing 
a sport to receive 
awards but when they 
do come it’s always 
gratifying. It motivates 
me to work harder and 
perform better every 
time I compete.”

Editor-in-chief
editor@golfplusmonthly.com
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SKY-DWELLER
OYSTERFLEX BRACELET ANDROLEX 
GLIDELOCK

The Oyster Perpetual Sky-Dweller is 
introduced with an Oysterflex bracelet. It 
is the first watch in the Classic category 
to receive this innovative, Rolex-patented 
bracelet. This 18 ct yellow gold version 
with a bright black, sunray-finish dial 
offers the high-performance elastomer 
bracelet with an Oysterclasp and the 
Rolex Glidelock extension system, which 
allows fine adjustment of the bracelet 
for optimal comfort on the wrist. The 
Oyster Perpetual Sky-Dweller is equipped 
with calibre 9001, one of the most 
complex movements to be developed 
and manufactured by Rolex. This calibre 
includes a blue Parachrom hairspring, 
manufactured by the brand in an exclusive 
paramagnetic alloy, and offers a power 
reserve of approximately 72 hours.

he Oyster Perpetual Submariner and 
Oyster Perpetual Submariner Date, 
professional divers’ watches par 

excellence, are unveiled with a redesigned and 
slightly larger 41 mm case. They are equipped 
respectively with calibre 3230, launched this 
year, and calibre 3235. The Oyster Perpetual 
Datejust 31 is presented in a white Rolesor 
version (combining Oystersteel and 18 ct white 
gold) and features dials in a variety of colours, 
with either index hour markers or Roman 
numerals made of 18 ct white gold. Completely 
revised, the Oyster Perpetual range welcomes 
a new, 41 mm model: the Oyster Perpetual 
41. The Oyster Perpetual 36 brings vibrant 
dials to the range. Both of these watches are 
 tted with calibre 3230. The Oyster Perpetual 

Sky-Dweller is  tted with an Oyster  ex 
bracelet for the  rst time. The innovative, 
high-performance elastomer bracelet on this 
18 ct yellow gold version has an Oysterclasp 
and the Rolex Glidelock extension system for 
enhanced comfort on the wrist. The timepieces 
presented this year are equipped with 
movements at the forefront of watchmaking 
technology. Like all Rolex watches, they carry 
the brand’s own Superlative Chronometer 
certi  cation, symbolized by a green seal. 
This certi  cation guarantees that they 
satisfy performance criteria which exceed 
watchmaking norms and standards in terms of 
precision, waterproofness, self-winding and 
power reserve. The certi  cation is coupled with 
an international  ve-year guarantee.
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Rolex 
Oyster Perpetual Collection

SUBMARINER 
REDESIGNED CASE AND BRACELET, 3200-CALIBRE FAMILY

The new-generation Oyster Perpetual Submariner and Oyster Perpetual 
Submariner Date are presented with an updated design, characterized 
by a slightly larger 41 mm case and a bracelet with a broader centre link. 
True to the original model, the new Submariner – in Oystersteel – has a 
black dial and matching Cerachrom bezel insert. The first version of the 
Submariner Date being presented is also made of Oystersteel and brings 
together a black dial and green bezel insert. A second, yellow Rolesor 
version of the watch (combining Oystersteel and 18 ct yellow gold) 
has a royal blue dial and blue bezel insert. The third, 18 ct white gold 
version features a black dial and blue bezel insert. The Oyster Perpetual 
Submariner is equipped with calibre 3230 – launched this year – while 
the Oyster Perpetual Submariner Date is fitted with calibre 3235. Both 
movements incorporate the Chronergy escapement, developed and 
patented by Rolex, and offer a power reserve of approximately 70 hours.

DATEJUST
WHITE ROLESOR ANDCALIBRE 2236

New white Rolesor versions (combining Oystersteel 
and 18 ct white gold) of the Oyster Perpetual Datejust 
31 are presented. On the first watch, a diamond-set 
bezel surrounds an aubergine, sunray-finish dial with 
18 ct white gold Roman numerals – the VI set with 
11 diamonds. The three other versions, all with a 
fluted bezel, are fitted respectively with a mint green, 
sunray-finish dial, a white lacquer dial, and a dark grey, 
sunray-finish dial. These watches are fitted with calibre 
2236, which includes the Syloxi hairspring, developed 
and patented by Rolex. They have a power reserve of 
approximately 55 hours.

OYSTER PERPETUAL
NEW MODEL ANDCOLOURFUL DIALS

The Oyster Perpetual 41 – a new model joining 
the Oyster Perpetual range – is launched with 
a silver, sunray-finish dial or a bright black, 
sunray-finish dial. On the first new version, 
the hour markers and hands are in 18 ct 
yellow gold, bringing a retro touch to an 
Oystersteel watch. On the second, they are 
in 18 ct white gold. The Oyster Perpetual 36 
takes on a dynamic look, proposing lacquer 
dials in five original colours: candy pink, 
turquoise blue, yellow, coral red and green. 
These watches are fitted with an Oyster 
bracelet and an Oysterclasp with the Easylink 
comfort extension system – a first for the 
Oyster Perpetual range. All are equipped with 
calibre 3230. Incorporating the Chronergy 
escapement, developed and patented by Rolex, 
the power reserve of this new movement 
extends to approximately 70 hours.



SADHGURU: There are many ways in which you 
can communicate with everything in the world. 
There are some to whom you can communicate 
what you want with gentle words. There are some 
to whom you have to speak strongly. Some need an 
“injection,” depending on the type of “infection” 
they are suffering from. There are some who will 
understand if you just look at them. There are 
some you do not even have to look at – if I sit with 
eyes closed, they will get it. So, there are different 
ways to communicate. Which is the best way to 
communicate? The best way to do it is the way it 
gets across. Because communication means the 
other person should get it.
For me, language is just a means. I would rather 
shut up and sit in one place. But then, very few 
people will get it. So you have to do a lot of talking 
– sometimes gentle, sometimes harsh, sometimes 
 ery. This is not just between human beings – this 

applies to everything. 
For some people, everything seems to be co-
operating with them – the food that they eat, the 
water that they drink, the air that they breathe, the 
land that they walk upon, and all the creatures and 
plants. Everything seems to be co-operating with 
certain lives. With certain other lives, everything 
seems to be going against them. It is a question of 
communication. 
Communication is not just of language. 
Communication is not just a particular message. 
Communication is interaction between various 
forces of life. If you hold yourself as an absolute 
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individual, then you are a nutcase that is hard to 
communicate with. If you understand that you are 
just a piece of life with the privilege of knowing 
some sense of individuality, then you are easy to 
communicate with. This reminds me of an incident 
that recently happened in the house.

WITHOUT EVEN ASKING
Around Mahashivratri, I had a few guests at home, 
but also a lot of rats and squirrels. I do not mind 
them, but they were making noises throughout the 
night running on the tiled roof. I told someone, “If 
there were two snakes in the garden, they would 
control all these things.” Then one evening, when 
I was walking in the garden, a nearly six-foot-long 
snake showed up. I thought, “That’s good. But why 
is there only one, not two?” 
The next morning, around 10:30, people in the 
house came to me terri  ed and said, “Sadhguru, 
in your bathroom, there is a big snake!” How did 
he get into my bathroom? We never leave any 
door open in the house because we have a lot of 
reptile experience behind us. You open a door, 
you walk through it, and again close it – this is the 
rule in the house. The snake had to pass through 
three doors to get into the bathroom. Somehow, 
at different times, when a door was open, he must 
have slipped through and gone into the bathroom. 
So I picked up the snake and left him outside. I was 
still wondering, why only one? Then, a little later, 
another snake showed up – a little smaller one, 
about four feet long. I said, “Okay, this is good. 

This is as things should be.”
This is how life is. If you are yoga, not just 
practicing yoga, you do not even have to ask – 
what you need just happens. Not just in terms of 
garden snakes – in every aspect of life. If you ask, 
you will ask for something that you know. That 
will be a waste of life. What is the point of a life 
full of asking for stupid things that you already 
know? Things that you could not imagine, things 
that you have no clue about must happen to you – 
only then life is happening. And in a way, this is all 
a question of communication. 
When I say “communication,” people think in terms 
of texting or talking on their phone. That is also 
communication, but that kind of communication 
will keep the social situation going and nothing 
more. Social situations can keep you distracted – 
they cannot leave you ful  lled. Social interactions 
can keep you distracted and entertained for a while, 
but they will never work towards your ful  llment, 
because that is not their nature. 
It is important that if you sit here, you are in a 
profound communication with everything around 
you. Not saying anything, no particular message, 
just a profound interaction between you and all that 
is there. This is yoga. Yoga means union, that when 
you sit here, your individuality is just a small part 
– life is a larger part. And life does not happen in 
drops – it is one big happening. 

NO TIME TO SIMMER
It is a great privilege that, though we are just a part 

- SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN 

INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY AND A NEW 

YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN 

CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY THE GOVERNMENT 

OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, 

ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

WHY

COMMUNICATION
IS KEY IN LIFE
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The problem arises if you are compulsively getting 
hot or cold. It is a question of compulsiveness or 
consciousness. Your  re and your cold water, are 
they happening because of conscious action, or are 
they happening because of the compulsive nature 
that you have developed? “Compulsive” means 
you are repetitive. “Repetitive” means the past is 
ruling the present and encroaching into the future.
If the footprint of the past is in the future, this is a 
terrible life. This is why we can write a “horror”-
scope for you and tell you how you are going to 
live. A horoscope is true only for those who have 
allowed their past to put its footprint in the future. 
If you are conscious, you can burn your horoscope. 
Once you are conscious, the past will not repeat 
itself. This is most important, that every thought, 
every emotion, every action, everything that you 
do is happening in a conscious way. Your ability to 
be conscious and your ability to communicate with 
the rest of the universe are essentially the same 
thing. If even a rat snake is listening, what is the 
matter with you? 

ARE YOU CUT OUT FOR LIFE?
If you make yourself into a fortress of individuality, 
and then you try to communicate, it will not work. 
If you become conscious, you naturally become 
porous. If you become really conscious, you 
become transparent. Once you are transparent, 
everything is through and through. 
Either you dissolve your individuality, or we will 
wear it down for you. Wearing it down is a painful 
process. If you dissolve it, it will be a wonderful 
process. Wearing it down takes time. Life wears 
down people over a period of time, but that is an 
ugly way to do it. If you want something genuine 
to happen to you and to the world, this is the 
place and the time. The only thing is you have to 
become absolutely genuine. Otherwise, you will 
be gaping at everything, asking yourself why this 
or that is happening. If you are a genuine seeker, 
it does not matter why something is happening. 
This is not about “What should I get? Should I 
get enlightened? Should I get this or that?” This is 
about knowing the nature of your existence in its 
ultimate capacity.
Because once you have come here with such a big 
brain, with this much intelligence and awareness, 
you are supposed to know what this is all about. 
Before you go, you must know this: “What is the 
nature of my existence? What are the possibilities?” 
Whether you are going to explore all of them or not 
is another matter, but at least you must know what 
they are. If you want to go untouched by life, the 
grave is the best place. People keep coming to me, 
“Sadhguru, please bless me that nothing happens 
to me.” What kind of blessing is that? My blessing 
is, “Let everything that is life happen to you.” 
As long as you are alive, something will happen. 
The question is only, are you cut out for life? Are 
you physically, mentally, consciously equipped 
to handle this life, whatever happens? “No, 
Sadhguru, but a terrible thing happened.” No, 

only life is happening. Someone is born, someone 
dies, someone is here, someone is gone – this is 
all that is happening. Some people are doing 
beautiful things; some people are doing terrible 
things. This has always been happening. I am not 
trying to approve all the terrible things that human 
beings do, but if you want to stop that, you are not 
going to stop it by law. No matter how much law 
enforcement you do, people will go on doing these 
things in so many different ways. The only way the 
situation can be transformed is when individual 
human beings transform themselves, when large-
scale tools for transformation are available for 
humanity. Otherwise, you cannot stop all the ugly 
things that human beings do on this planet.
We do not understand the fundamentals of what 
it means to be human. We are completely missing 
the fundamental element of life. The way we 
are conducting the world, our education, our 
commerce, we are missing the fundamental point. 
At least in terms of technologies of communication, 
we have come to a place where, if we want, we can 
sit here and communicate with the entire world. 
These fantastic tools of communication and the 
internet itself are being used for the ugliest possible 
things. Every day, many thousands of children 
are being sold on the internet, drugs are being 
transacted, arms are being sold – all kinds of things 
are happening. Above all, when we start selling 
our children to do dirty things with somebody, we 
have really lost it. We have completely lost our 
humanity. I think the time of going nicely, quietly, 
like a spiritual organization is expected to do, is 
over. We have to put this on rocket  re. 

DO YOU WANT A PREDICTION OR 
A PLAN?
This has to go on full  re, which we will be doing in 
the next few months. I want all of you to participate. 
This movement is about shifting humanity from 
religion to responsibility. For too long, for all the 
nasty things we do, we have pointed up. For the 
good things we do, we have taken credit, of course. 
Someone got battered today – “It must be God’s 
will.” This has to go. It is time humanity takes 
responsibility for what nonsense we are today. And 
what possibility we are today. We must be willing 
to take responsibility for both the great things we 
have done and the ugly things we have done. And 
what we are going to create tomorrow in this world 
is also our responsibility. 
People keep asking me, “Sadhguru, where do you 
think the world will be in  fty years?” I ask them, 
“Do you want a prediction or a plan?” All the 
idiots who are incapable of a plan are looking for 
a prediction. The very fact that creation gave you 
such big brains and the possibility to create many 
things means that you are supposed to have a good 
plan, rather than wait for a stupid prediction. The 
question is where are we going? For this to happen, 
you need to empower human beings beyond their 
body, beyond their mind. Something bigger needs 
to touch them. That is the basic effort of what we 
are doing. I want things fully on.

of this whole thing, life gives you an individual 
experience. Though we are really nothing, a speck 
of dust in creation, still we can sit here and feel like 
an individual. This is the magnanimity of creation. 
Your ability to communicate and interact with 
existence depends on how little of an individual 
you are. You made yourself too big, when actually, 
in this cosmic space, of which you do not know 
where it begins and where it ends, we are really 
nothing, not even a speck. But this speck imagines 
all kinds of things. And your life is ticking away. 
In spite of that, you take time to bullshit yourself 
endlessly about who you are. 
But you cannot work in the world if you are 
nothing – you’ve got to be somebody. Someone 
recently said to me, “Sadhguru, sometimes, these 
days, you are speaking in a very  ery manner.” I 
said, “Always.” “No, Sadhguru. Do not do this. It 
looks like you have lost your cool.” I said, “How 
can I lose my cool if I have never been cool? I have 
always been like a volcano within myself, waiting 
to burst anytime.” 
Communication is as it is needed in the world. 
Action is as it is needed in the world. How you are 
within yourself is another matter. Look at Adiyogi 
– full of  re. And look at all the great yogis of the 
past – they were all full of  re. Only calendar yogis 
have a benign look on their faces.
Life and its many manifestations need to happen 
on full  re. There is no time to go on simmer. 
Only someone who is miserable and constipated 
in every way  nds that life is too long, because 
they have never found expression to the various 
possibilities that a human being can be. They are 
trying to make their lives by accumulating a few 
things, people, and stupid stuff around them. If 
you are exploring the immensity of being human, 
it is a bloody brief life. When it is so brief, it is 
important you are on full  re. Otherwise, before 
you realize what is happening, there will be your 
funeral  re. There will be  re in the end, but that 
will be too late. Either you go on full  re now, or 
you go slowly, in installments. 
Those who want to get to the in  nite in installments 
– all the best for you. No one ever counted “one, 
two, three,” and one day arrived at in  nity. If you 
become a zero, if you are simply nothing, then you 
do not need to do anything else. But then you cannot 
function in the world. Such a state is also beautiful, 
but you will need care and support from people 
around you. But if you want to be fully into it and 
still be able to function in the world, it is important 
you are on full  re. That does not mean you have to 
reveal your  re every time. Once in a way, you can 
give someone a taste if they deserve it.

FOOTPRINTS OF THE PAST
Otherwise, the question is not about being cool 
or hot, peaceful or  ery – the important thing is if 
whatever is happening within you, is it happening 
consciously or unconsciously? If consciously, you 
do whatever you do according to your intelligence 
or judgment at that moment, it is  ne. 
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Ishwar Achanta, Council Member & 
Chairman - Technical, Rules & Amateur 
Status Committee of the Indian Golf 
Union, Director APGC

LIFE IN THE NEW NORMAL

crowding at the starters desk and members 
could sanitize and have their temperature 
checked, following physical distancing.
All caddies are equipped with gloves 
and face masks, all half way houses shut 
for service,  agsticks not to be touched, 
with a club/foot operated, ball retrieving 
device af  xed to the  agstick (in pic), 
bunker rakes to be handled only by caddies 
wearing gloves, club buggies  xed with a 
seat separator shield and member buggies 
to carry only one, are some of the rules, 
currently, in force.
I would urge, Club Committees, if already 
not following stringent safety protocols, 
to adopt in full or even in part, simple but 
effective protocols, as above. 

EFFECT ON HANDICAPS
With Clubs now not issuing score cards to 
players, the time-tested process of handicap 
appraisal, is now in question. Rightfully so, 
it is unsafe to issue and handle score cards, 
by the staff of the Club.
However, the true playing ability of anyone, 
is re  ected ONLY by his scores and they 
need to be recorded diligently after every 
round. This is the fundamental principle of 
fair play, in Golf, so central to our game.

A
s with the 7 billion folks on this 
planet, I was utterly and completely 
unprepared for the total disruption 
of life by the Corona Virus. 
Blissfully unaware of how the 

world lives, COVID brought reality into our 
living rooms, as we watched the debilitating 
effects in many countries, live on TV. To 
echo PG Wodehouse, “It just showed once 
again that half the world doesn’t know how 
the other three quarters live.”
Taking life for granted seemed the order of 
the day and the devastating effects of the 
virus, will continue to linger for my lifetime.
“New normal” was a superb buzz phrase 
coined by some enterprising soul. But what 
is it? Is it not different for every individual? 
Do we not now view every service provided 
with suspicion? Any person entering your 

domain is requested to sanitize and have 
his/her temperature checked. Every vendor 
is asked to provide, contactless delivery, if 
possible. Unnecessary contact is avoided, as 
is going out to any kind of a place where a 
crowd may gather. Working from home, in 
indeed a new normal, that may be a common 
denominator!
But then, it is unfortunate that many of our 
States are seeing a surge after the lockdown 
is lifted and it has all to do with people 
throwing caution to the winds. Simple acts 
of wearing a mask and keeping a physical 
distance will ensure the spread is contained. 
The defeat of this virus is in the people’s 
hands, no use in blaming the establishment.

EFFECT ON GOLF
With the administration rushing to ban all 

sporting activities, Golf Clubs too 
were shut down. With the gradual 
relaxation of norms, some Clubs 
hastened to open, only to  nd 
members and staff getting infected 
and having to shut down again. As 
this column goes to print, I did hear 
that there are still many Clubs, yet 
to open.
My home Club, the Tamil Nadu 
Golf Federation (TNGF), led by, 
perhaps, one of the most astute 
sports & business leaders of our 
country, took a very balanced view 
on re opening. Adhering to the TN 
Government’s periodic directives 
on COVID rules, was the order of 
the day, the Club remained shut 
till 7th September 2020, when the 
reopening was preceded by testing 
234 staff and caddies.
A key initiative was to introduce 
slot booking on weekdays with 
12 minute starting gaps and 
members required to arrive on the 
tee, 10 minutes prior to tee time. 
This ensured that there was zero 

COVID OR NO COVID
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ENTER WHS 
In this magazine and on our website, 
many of you would have read about 
the game changing, one size  ts all, 
global handicapping software, the World 
Handicap System (WHS), launched in 
India, on 1st January 2020.

The WHS is app based (web browser 
as well) and is signi  cantly easy to use, 
in promptly entering your scores, by 
yourself, as soon as you  nish your round 
perhaps, even before you leave the car 
park!

The app provides for some real time stats 
as well, which is not so fun to see, if you 
have played rubbish golf, as I have done, 
post the 6-month hiatus!!



   G o l f P l u s     O C T O B E R   2 0 2 0    15

come to see that the only real and abiding 
pleasure in life is to give pleasure to other 
people”, said Wodehouse, as I quote the 

3rd tenet of Rotary’s 4-way test “Will it build 
goodwill and better relationships”.

Stay safe and healthy!

ignore such claims and instead, call up the 
IGU to sign up for WHS

SPECIAL COVID 
MEASURES
Recognizing the economic impact on Clubs 
and individuals, during and post COVID, 
the IGU has introduced special rate relief 
measures for new sign ups to WHS. This is 
speci  cally applicable to Club Committees 

who choose to sign up their members, en 
bloc, with IGU-WHS. 

To enjoy uninterrupted posting and review 
of your handicaps, all the Club Committee 
needs to do is to submit some basic 
information and make payment to the IGU 
in accordance with the revised payment 
schedule, devised, over a slab system, as 
under and the IGU back end, tech team will 
do the rest.

1-200 1000 201-500 900
501-750 800  751-1000 700
1001-1500 600 1501-3000 500
>3001 400

Non Club Members 2500 
Club Members
Registering directly         1000 These rates are subject to GST

NO OF MEMBERS  RATE IN INR /  NO OF MEMBERS  RATE IN INR /  
 MEMBER  MEMBER

THE PRETENDERS
The IGU has been advised that there 
have been claims that some of the Club’s 
outsourced Handicap Manager software is 
able to work with the WHS system and that 
they have been granted access to the USGA’s 
software to ensure interaction with the WHS 
server.
The Indian Golf Union, as the Authorised 
Association, in India clari  es that all such 
claims are false since the USGA is only 
permitted to authorize vendors within the 
territory of the United States.
Any such external software service provider 
would be required to be authorized by the 
IGU to provide any handicap services within 
India and the IGU reiterates that it has NOT 
issued any such authorization to any vendor 
for India.
The WHS agreement signed between the 
IGU & WHS, speci  cally grants rights 
exclusively to the IGU for the territory of 
India and anything outside of that territory is 
not permitted. 
Unfortunately, these vendors are deceptive 
and misleading with their communications 
and the IGU advise to Club Committee’s to 

WHS IS VERSATILE 
Club Committees can manage their 
members’ handicap in very many ways. 
The WHS has given the IGU many API’S, 
under exclusive licensing arrangement, with 
which, IGU can customize, a Web based 
kiosk, for scrutiny and amendments etc. Do 
contact the IGU for more information on 
how you can, keep a watch on the members 
posting their own scores.

LIVE LIFE, LIVE FREE
Seen this phrase on many trucks and autos 
in our country? Perhaps, this has a deeper 
meaning than we ever imagined. COVID, 
notwithstanding it is our duty as responsible 
citizens, to abide by the rules, set for 
the common good, join hands (this time 
 guratively!) to beat the virus and live our 

lives, free of fear or favour.
“As we grow older and realize more clearly 
the limitations of human happiness, we 



 

States, some Monday quali  ers and I taught 
for three years.
“I think my mentality was good this week. I 
was really relaxed, not really caring and in 
terms of expectations I was just hitting golf 
shots and having fun. I had a blast this week 
on the course. I didn’t really worry too much 
about the results.”
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G
eorge Coetzee secured his  fth 
European Tour title - and his  rst on 
European soil - after producing a short 

game masterclass to hold off the chasing 

COETZEE CROWNED PORTUGAL MASTERS 
CHAMPION 

pack and win the 2020 Portugal Masters by two 
shots.
The South African did not put a foot wrong 
on Sunday afternoon, posting a bogey-free 
round of 66 to triumph for the second week in 
a row, after winning at his home club, Pretoria 
Country Club, on the Sunshine Tour last week.
Coetzee began the day with a one shot 
advantage but was knocked off the top of the 
leaderboard early on after parring his opening 
six holes in a patient start to his  nal round.
The 34-year-old ignited his round at Dom 
Pedro Victoria Golf Course with gains on the 
seventh, eighth and 11th, before holing brilliant 
birdie putts at the 16th and 17th to move to 16 
under par and give himself a two shot cushion 
heading to the 18th tee.
Englishman Laurie Canter  nished second on 
14 under par after he also made  ve birdies 
in his round of 66, while his countryman and 
World Number 16 Tommy Fleetwood was 
another stroke back in a tie for third with Swede 
Joakim Lagergren.

UK SWING 
BOOSTS 
HOSPITALITY 
INDUSTRY IN 
ENGLAND AND 
WALES

T
he European Tour’s six-week UK 
Swing provided a boost of more 
than £2.6million to the hospitality 

industry in England and Wales while, at 
the same time, contributing more than 
£600,000 to charity as part of the Golf 
for Good initiative.
More than 18,500 hotel room nights were 
used by players, caddies, tournament 
of  cials, media and broadcasters over the 
UK Swing, which marked the European 
Tour’s full resumption following a four 
month suspension of its 2020 season.
Those room nights helped generate 
more than £2.1million for the hotel 
industry, with food and beverage spend 
providing a further £500,000 in revenue 
for the designated tournament hotels 
as all personnel remained inside the 
‘tournament bubble’ each week as part 
of the Tour’s health strategy based on 
UK government guidelines.
The UK Swing began on July 22 with the 
Betfred British Masters at Close House, 
followed by the Hero Open at Forest 
of Arden Marriott Hotel and Country 
Club and the English Championship 
at Hanbury Manor Marriott Hotel and 
Country Club then two consecutive 
weeks at The Celtic Manor Resort for 
the Celtic Classic and ISPS Handa 
Wales Open. It concluded on August 
30 at another former Ryder Cup venue, 
The Belfry, with the ISPS Handa UK 
Championship.
All six tournaments were part of 
the European Tour’s Golf for Good 
initiative, a narrative that underpins the 
2020 season, and which contributed a 
total of £623,120 for charities. This 
amount included a £500,000 donation 
from the European Tour, with £250,000 
split between good causes chosen by the 
 ve host venues and £250,000 going 

to charities selected by the leading ten 
players on the mini Order of Merit at the 
conclusion of the six events.

KOIVISTO SECURES MEMORABLE DEBUT 
VICTORY AT GALGORM

T
yler Koivisto completed a remarkable 
victory in his  rst Of  cial World Golf 
Ranking recognised event by winning 

the Northern Ireland Open Supported by The 
R&A.
The American, teeing it up in his  rst 
European Challenge Tour event, posted a 
 nal round three under par 67 to reach 13 

under par at Galgorm Castle Golf Club, two 
strokes clear of Norway’s Kristian Krogh 
Johannessen in second place on 11 under par.
Koivisto spent three years as a schoolteacher 
after university before taking up golf full-
time two years ago and is now faced with a 
promising future after a life-changing victory 
which secures him full Challenge Tour 
playing privileges.
 “It’s very special,” he said. “Gol  ng wise, 
probably the best week of my life. For my 
wife, our wedding, obviously, was the best 
week of my life.
“They called me up last week and asked me 
if I could  y to Northern Ireland and I said 
yes, I’m going to take any opportunity I can 
get. I was mostly playing mini tour stuff in the 



 

Australian Maverick Antcliff and Thailand’s Jazz Janewattananond 
shared third place on seven under par, while the Swedish duo of Joakim 
Lagergren and Oscar Lengden  nished tied for  fth.

A
n exciting new era for over-50s golf in Europe is unveiled with the 
launch of the Legends Tour following a ground-breaking joint venture 
agreement between the European Tour and Staysure Founder and 

Group CEO Ryan Howsam.
Under the unique agreement Howsam, who founded insurance  rm Staysure 
in 2004, will take a majority equity share in the Legends Tour – formerly 
known as the Staysure Tour - and will oversee the Tour’s commercial 
strategy. This is an evolution from Staysure’s existing umbrella sponsorship 
of the over 50s circuit in Europe, a deal his company announced in 
December 2017.
The revolutionary new ownership structure is the  rst time in golf that an 
individual will have a controlling stake and leadership role in a major Tour.
Entrepreneur Howsam will work alongside the Head of the Legends Tour, 
Mark Aspland, and the current Tour staff with a clear focus on driving 
greater consumer engagement, particularly among the af  uent European 
50+ year old mature market of which Staysure has a growing database of 
over 5.5 million, with the aim of releasing as yet untapped commercial 
potential of the Legends Tour.
As part of this strategy, the Staysure Tour will be renamed the Legends Tour 
and it will put some of golf’s iconic names at the forefront of the brand.
The Legends Tour was launched at the European Tour’s headquarters at 
Wentworth Club, with former Ryder Cup Captains Darren Clarke, Mark 
James, Tom Lehman, Paul McGinley, Colin Montgomerie and Ian Woosnam 
along with 2005 U.S. Open Champion Michael Campbell and 1999 Open 
Champion Paul Lawrie named as the Tour’s  rst of  cial ambassadors who 
will play a key role in outlining the Tour’s vision in the months to come.
The ambassadors will also be a central part of growing the popular alliance 
format which gives amateurs the chance to play alongside some of golf’s 
great names in tournament conditions. A newly-formed ‘Legends Club’ will 
help enhance the amateur experience and will include a dedicated amateur 
Order of Merit where amateurs can compete for a place in the end-of-season 
Tour Final by playing in three-day alliance events at some of the best golf 
courses in the world.

J
ohn Catlin claimed his maiden European Tour title at the Estrella Damm 
N.A. Andalucía Masters after overcoming two-time Major Champion 
Martin Kaymer in a thrilling battle for a one-stroke victory at the 

famous Real Club Valderrama.
The American showed nerves of steel as he fended off the challenge of his 
playing partner, the former World Number One from Germany, down the 
stretch and a four over 75 was enough for a two over winning total.
Catlin had started the day two shots clear at the top but bogeys at the  fth, 
tenth, 12th and 14th meant Kaymer – who birdied at the second, fourth 
and 12th – pulled level to set up a dramatic  nale at the Sotogrande venue.
Kaymer missed a golden opportunity to take the lead at the 17th, missing 
a six foot birdie putt, and Catlin kept his composure with a delightful lag 
putt at the  nal hole to two feet. Kaymer had to hole his chip from the edge 
of the green to keep his chances alive and he almost did just that, but his 
bogey meant Catlin’s tap-in par sealed a victory which moved him to 35th 
in the Race to Dubai Rankings presented by Rolex.

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR
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J
ohn Catlin overturned a four-stroke de  cit at Galgorm Castle Golf 
Club,  ring a sublime  nal round 64 to win his second European 
Tour title of the season at the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open.

The American, who held off the challenge of former World Number 
One Martin Kaymer to win the Estrella Damm N.A. Andalucía 
Masters earlier this month, started the day four strokes behind 54-
hole leader Aaron Rai but quickly moved up the leaderboard as he 
made the turn in three under par.
A bogey on the 13th, his only dropped shot in 27 holes, was cancelled 
out by a long birdie putt on the 15th which drew him level with Rai 
on eight under. He pulled clear after another gain on the 16th hole 
and then signed for a ten under par total after a stunning three wood 
from 268 yards left him with an easy two putt for his seventh birdie 
of the day at the last.
Rai birdied the 17th to move to nine under, needing a birdie to force a 
play-off, but an errant second shot found trouble on the left hand side 
of the green and a dropped shot handed Catlin his second victory in 
four weeks - elevating him to 14th in the Race to Dubai presented by 
Rolex in the process.

CATLIN CAPTURES SECOND TITLE AT DUBAI DUTY FREE IRISH OPEN

GROUND-BREAKING JOINT 
VENTURE CREATES NEW LEGENDS TOUR

COOL CATLIN CONQUERS KAYMER 
FOR MAIDEN WIN IN SPAIN 
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Dustin Johnson has been named the 2020 
PGA TOUR Player of the Year as voted 
by the TOUR’s membership for the 

2019-20 season. Scottie Schef  er was voted 
2020 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year.
PGA TOUR members who played at least 10 
of  cial FedEx Cup events during the 2019-20 
season were eligible to vote.
Johnson, 36, of Jupiter, Florida, won the FedEx 
Cup for the  rst time in his career, winning twice 
in the FedEx Cup Playoffs and three times on 
the season. The three victories, which came at 
the Travelers Championship, THE NORTHERN 
TRUST and the TOUR Championship, tied 
Johnson with Justin Thomas for the most on 
TOUR and marked his fourth season with at 
least three wins. Johnson moved to 27th on the 
all-time wins list with 23 career PGA TOUR 
victories and extended his streak of consecutive 
seasons with a win to start his career to 13, 
becoming the fourth player to reach that mark 
(others: Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Tiger 
Woods).
“On behalf of the PGA TOUR, my 
congratulations to Dustin Johnson on being 

ON THE PGA TOUR
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Hudson Swafford stopped his slide 
with a 10-foot birdie putt on the 17th 
hole, and he  nished with an 8-foot 

par putt to hold on for a one-shot victory 
Sunday in the Corales Puntacana Club & 
Resort Championship.
Swafford closed with a 3-under 69, doing 
most of his work on the front nine with a 31 
that took him from a two-shot de  cit to a 
three-shot lead.
He led by four shots with six holes to play 
when he made double bogey on the 13th and 
bogey from the fairway on the 15th, falling 
into a share of the lead with Mackenzie 
Hughes and Tyler McCumber.
Swafford hit 6-iron to a front pin on the 210-
yard 17th hole, with the wind coming off the 
Caribbean Sea on the right. It landed 10 feet 
to the left and he pumped his  st when he 
saw the putt drop for his  rst birdie since the 
eighth hole.
That gave him a one-shot lead over 
McCumber, who had rolled in a 25-foot 
birdie putt on the 18th for a 66. Ahead of him 
was Hughes, who made bogey from short 

of the 18th green for a 70 to fall two shots 
behind.
Swafford was on the front portion of the 
green and left his 40-foot putt up the ridge 8 
feet short. He made that to avoid a playoff, 
 nishing at 18-under 270.

FEDEX CUP CHAMPION DUSTIN JOHNSON 
VOTED 2020 PGA TOUR PLAYER OF THE YEAR

voted the 2020 PGA TOUR Player of the Year 
by his peers, the ultimate compliment a player 
can receive,” said PGA TOUR Commissioner 
Jay Monahan. “Dustin made it known 
throughout the season that the FedEx Cup was a 
priority and his performances in the FedEx Cup 
Playoffs were nothing short of spectacular with 
two wins and a playoff runner-up at the BMW 
Championship. His demeanor and athleticism on 
the course make it look very easy, but behind the 
scenes, he’s worked incredibly hard coming back 
from injury and his 2019-20 season speaks for 
itself in further bolstering his World Golf Hall of 
Fame resume.”

SWAFFORD BACK IN WINNER’S CIRCLE 
AFTER TWO YEARS OF ‘STRUGGLE’

Bermuda Championship will be the 
 rst PGA TOUR event since the 

onset of the COVID-19 pandemic to 
welcome general admission spectators on-
site at a tournament venue, event of  cials 
and the Bermuda Tourism Authority (BTA) 
announced.
The PGA TOUR and the Bermuda Government 
have jointly granted permission for a limited 
number of general admission spectators 
per day for the second annual event at Port 
Royal Golf Course, Southampton, October 
26–November 1. The daily allowance, whose 
number will be determined under the island’s 
public-gatherings regulations, follows a 
review by Bermuda’s health authorities and 
means Bermuda residents as well as visitors 
will be able to attend the event in person.
“We are grateful to Bermuda’s government, 
health of  cials, the PGA TOUR and Bruno 
Event Team, whom we’ve worked jointly 
with throughout the process of planning 
for this year’s event,” said Victoria Isley, 
BTA Chief Sales & Marketing Of  cer. 
“The second Bermuda Championship is a 
testament to the island’s successful health 
and safety record which has enabled an event 
of this scope to go ahead. As title sponsor, 
the Bermuda Tourism Authority is thrilled 
to make this possible for Bermuda visitors 
and our local community. Through four days 
of live coverage on The Golf Channel, the 
Bermuda Championship will showcase the 
island’s wide-open spaces, pristine beauty 
and the naturally physically-distanced sport 
of golf.”

BERMUDA 
CHAMPIONSHIP TO 
BE FIRST PGA TOUR 
EVENT TO WELCOME 
SPECTATORS

SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER VOTED PGA TOUR ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
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Mike Davis spent the last decade 
running the USGA, where he set up 
golf courses to provide an extreme 

test for elite players and searched for solutions 
to increasing distance.

Now he wants to build golf courses, a lifelong 

Stewart Cink won the season-
opening Safeway Open at 47 years 
old Sunday for his seventh PGA 

TOUR victory and  rst since the Open 
Championship in 2009.
Cink closed with a 7-under 65 - 
rebounding from a bogey on the 17th 
with a birdie on the 18th - for a two-
stroke victory over Harry Higgs.
Cink is the oldest PGA TOUR winner 
since Phil Mickelson at 48 at Pebble 
Beach in February 2019. Cink’s last 
victory came at the expense of then-59-
year-old Tom Watson at Turnberry, with 
Cink winning a four-hole playoff.
Cink did it the old fashioned way 
Sunday, with a short game that 
repeatedly put him in great shape on 
the greens. He one-putted 10 times, 
scrambled for pars after driving into the 
sand twice and had eight birdies to  nish 
at 21-under 267.
Higgs shot a 68.
Percy (74) was done when he went 
double bogey, double bogey, bogey 
over a three-hole stretch on the front 

nine. Hahn (72) bogeyed three of the  rst 
six holes and couldn’t recover. Stuard was 
1 over through eight and chased the leaders 
the rest of the afternoon.

CINK WINS SAFEWAY OPEN WITH SON REAGAN AS CADDIE

Cink’s bogey on the par-4, 362-yard 17th 
was only his second of the week and 
trimmed his lead to one stroke after Higgs 
eagled the par-5 16th to get to 19 under.

DAVIS TO RETIRE AS CEO OF USGA SO HE CAN BUILD COURSES

passion.

Davis announced Tuesday he will retire as 
CEO at the end of 2021, ending a 32-year 
career with the USGA that began with him 
overseeing ticket sales and transportation. 
He became the seventh executive director 

in 2011 and the USGA’s  rst CEO after an 
organizational shakeup in 2016.

Davis, whose love of golf course architecture 
dates to when he was a junior golfer and would 
doodle holes on a piece of paper, said he will 
join Tom Fazio II in a new golf architecture 
 rm called Fazio & Davis Golf Design.

“One of the wonderful things these 32 years 
afforded me was I’ve gone out of my way to 
see most of the world’s great courses,” Davis 
said. “I’ve played them, studied them, read 
about them, taken pictures of them. I’ve read 
all the architecture books. I get as giddy with 
some architects as I do being around Jack, 
Arnold, Byron Nelson and Mickey Wright.”

The retirement, however, was in the works 
for several years. Davis had planned to 
announce it in September when the 2020 
USGA championship season was over, so 
a successor could be found. Instead, the 
coronavirus pandemic forced the U.S. Open to 
be postponed from June until last week, with 
the U.S. Women’s Open in Houston still to 
come in December.
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Kim says his father, who is now 50 years old, is 
always on hand to offer advice.
“I ask him some stuff with golf because he is 
always with me and he knew my game ever since 
the beginning. So I feel like I can always go up 
to him and ask.
“My dad never plays. Doesn’t really have the 
time because he is always with me. But hopefully 
we can get a round one day. It would be fun to 
bring back the old memories. But he sometimes 

hits some chips and some putts, even hits one or 
two balls but nothing serious really.”
Kim also won on the Korean PGA Tour in July at 
the KPGA Gunsan Country Club Open – which 
was his  rst win on home soil and saw him 
become the youngest winner on that circuit at the 
age of 18.
It moved him inside top-100 on the Of  cial 
World Golf Ranking (OWGR) and earned him a 
place in last month’s US PGA Championship – 
where he made his Major debut.
Despite his incredible success as a teenager, he is 

quick to downplay his achievements.
“I don’t think I have success at my age to be 
honest. I feel like I need to be better and I still 
lack so much,” he says.
“I’m fortunate to have some success yes, to break 
into the top 100 in the world, win once on the 
Asian Tour but I still have so many goals and feel 
like I need to accomplish so much more.
So I don’t think I have success yet. And have so 
much to learn. I know I can play against the best.”
He adds: “I feel like it’s just really little by little 
that I need to sharpen. I’ve played against the top 
players in the world, so I know I deserve to be 
here. But I just need to be more consistent overall 
to get me to the top and get all aspects better.”
Travelling the world as a Tour professional will 
certainly not bother him after a globetrotting 
childhood.
He was born on the Jejuisland in Korea, where 
they stayed for a few months. They lived in China 
for a few years, then Australia for seven years, 
followed by the Philippines for six years and 
Thailand for a year and a half.
“And now for the  rst time in my life Korea,” 
says Kim.
On his game plan for this week’s Safeway Open, 
Kim says: “This time not really focused on 
something. More of just feeling free. And one 
step at a time. And play my own game. If I can do 
that the rest will follow.”

YOUNG KIM’S 
SUCCESS STEMS FROM SOLID FUNDAMENTALS

orean wonder kid Joohyung Kim has 
revealed some of the keys to his early 
success prior to his regular PGA TOUR 
debut in this week’s Safeway Open – the 

opening event of the 2020/2021 season on the 
PGA TOUR.
And his father Changik Kim - a former Tour 
professional who played on the Buy.com Tour 
(now known as the Korn Ferry Tour) in the United 
States before becoming a teaching professional – 
has most de  nitely been the guiding force behind 
his meteoric rise.
“My dad didn’t teach me the basics  rst,” said the 
18-year-old Kim.
“He made sure I just had fun. We always went to 
the golf club to eat, drive the cart and hit some 
putts. But as I started to take it really serious 
he always taught me to practice hard, swing 
mechanic wise.”
They were living in Australia when he  rst picked 
up a golf club aged  ve, or as he says: “a short 
baby club”. But it wasn’t until they moved to the 
Philippines, when he was aged 11, that he really 
started to take the game seriously.
“Basically, my parents taught me was always to 
practice hard and be humble. And I feel like that 
was the most important lesson of all. And always 
will be,” added the Korean.
Kim cleaned up on the amateur circuit in the 
Philippines – he won the 2017 Philippine Junior 
and the 2018 Philippine Amateur – before turning 
professional in 2018.
And since then he has established himself as one 
of the most exiting young players in the region 

with huge potential to be one of the dominant 
players in the game.
After earning a battle  eld promotion from the 
Asian Development Tour by winning three events 
last season, the youngster made an instant impact 
by winning in just his third start on the Asian Tour 
at the Panasonic Open India last November.
That made him the second youngest professional 
to win on the Asian Tour at 17 years and 149 
days with countryman Seungyul Noh being the 
youngest when he won the 2008 Midea China 
Classic at the age of 17 years and 143 days.



Korea).
Chances of winning seemed very slim but the 
very poor weather meant Hsieh’s four-shot lead 
over second-placed American Andrew Pitts was 
very vulnerable.
And, this is where the other remarkable element 
to the story kicks in.
“I just went under Kel Llewellyn at that time. I 
had only been working with him for about one 
month and he taught me a lot about playing 
different types of shots. It really helped when I 
played that week.
“I was hitting well before heading there. Kel 
gave me a lot of new stuff to work on.  A lot of 
breathing exercises, a lot of stretching. I used to 
hit a lot of draw shots, but Kel got me hitting a 
lot of left to right shots. We worked on the short 
game a lot and how to hit low ball  ight shots.”
The timing of engaging one of the region’s top 
coaches to teach him to hit shots low could not 
have been better. And the breathing exercises 
were just as important as he started to mount a 
challenge.
“After the front nine, then I saw the leaderboard, 
and I think I was four behind. I started to 
get nervous and couldn’t stop looking at the 
leaderboard. I hit some good shots, but they 

didn’t quite pay off because the wind was quite 
strong and tricky. I didn’t hit many greens on the 
back nine but I had very good up-and-downs on 
a lot of the holes.”
Incredibly, the record will show that Chia was the 
only player on that  nal day not to drop a shot but 
he did conjure a succession of great saves.
Crucially, he holed a six footer for par on 16 and 
on the following hole he made a putt to save par 
from eight feet.
Then, on the par-  ve 18th, he said: “I think I 
made the biggest decision of my career”.
“It was dead into the wind. I hit a very good drive, 
on the left centre of the fairway. The second shot 
was about 200 metres to the green, but I had to hit 
over a pond. I was two behind at that time and I 
told myself ‘this is my chance to win’.
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He went for the green with a four wood. The wind 
was blowing really hard right to left into his face 
so he aimed about 20 yards right of the green to 
let the wind take it.
Rising con  dently to the occasion he hit it exactly 
where he wanted but the wind was so strong his 
ball  ew left of the green.
Said Chia: “But it was over the water! It was 
a very, very big relief when that happened. I 
chipped it to about eight or 10 feet short of the 
hole and I made the putt.”
He said he felt like he signed for a 60 as opposed 
to a four-under-par 68 – which gave him a four-
round total of three-over-par 291.
At that moment he was tied for the lead and opted 
to wait in front of the leaderboard until everyone 
 nished.

Chinese Taipei’s Lin Chie-hsiang did his best 
to catch Chia and toured the back nine in three-
under but still fell two short of the Malaysian’s 
winning total.
And Hsieh, battling the elements, dropped four 
shots in the last  ve holes to close with a 77 and 
join Lin in second place.
“I felt so bad for him [Hsieh] actually,” said Chia, 
who won a cheque for US$50,000 – a princely 
sum for a hungry young pro.
“That night I had a good dinner with Wang Ter-
chang’s family, but it didn’t really hit me at that 
time. But at about mid-night before I slept it hit 
me. I started looking at the trophy and thought, oh 
god I have won!”

hinese Taipei’s Wang Ter-chang 
has achieved so much in the game, 
including six victories across the 
region, but ‘not a lot of people know 

that’ he also made an important contribution to 
Malaysian golf.
On this day 18 years ago, Danny Chia made 
history by becoming the  rst Malaysian to win on 
the Asian Tour – a long-awaited and monumental 
achievement.
He did it at the Acer Taiwan Open, played at 
Sunrise Golf and Country Club in the hills of 
Northern Taiwan, in dramatic circumstances 
emboldened in the annals of Asian golf.
And what role did Wang play? Well, he kindly 
let the young Malaysian stay at his home for the 
week; no small matter for Chia who was trying 
to  nd his feet on the Asian Tour – so home 
comforts and any edge he could get were very 
welcomed at the time.
Staying at the home of one of the country’s most 
prominent golfers is only a small part of what is 
an inspiring tale.
Chia had been unsuccessful in his attempt to 
negotiate the qualifying school that year and 
wrote to the organiser of Chinese Taipei’s 
National Open to ask for an invite.
At the age of 29 years old then, he was Malaysia’s 
number one golfer – and a three-time winner of 
the Malaysian Amateur Championship – so he 
was warmly welcomed to the prestigious event.
The weather, however, was not so welcoming.
“It [the weather] was like a typhoon,” says Chia, 
speaking to the Asian Tour from his home in 
Kuala Lumpur last week.
“The whole week was like a typhoon and the 
golf course was very exposed. The course is not 
dif  cult, it’s quite a nice golf course to play, but 
it’s just the wind, and we were very high up in 
the mountains, which affected things very much.”
Having turned professional in 1996, he had 
already played in a handful of events on Tour 
each season up until that point.
And, earlier in 2002 he produced his best  nish 
on Tour when he claimed a sixth-place  nish 
at the Casino Filipino Open to suggest that his 
fortunes might be on the up.
But after opening rounds of 76, 70 and 77 at 
Sunrise, he was seven behind leader Hsieh Yu-
shu of Chinese Taipei, and on Sunday was paired 
in the sixth last group out – with Kao Bo-song 
(a leading amateur who, a month later, was part 
of the Chinese-Taipei team that claimed the 
gold medal in the Asian Games in Busan, South 

FLASHBACK
THE SUNRISE THAT CHIA WILL NEVER FORGET
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eChambeau carded a  nal-round, 
3-under-par 67 to earn a decisive six-
stroke victory over 54-hole leader and 
wunderkind Matthew Wolff, who was 

vying to become the  rst U.S. Open rookie to 
win the title since 20-year-old amateur Francis 
Ouimet in 1913.
“It’s just an honor,” said DeChambeau, who 
also is the 12th player to have won a U.S. 
Amateur and a U.S. Open. “I don’t know what 
else to say. It’s been a lot of hard work. Mr. 
Nicklaus has been always awesome to me. 
Tiger has always been great to me. I can’t say 
thank you enough to them for helping push me 
along to be a better person and a better golfer, 
as well. To be in the likes of that company is 

special. I’ll forever appreciate that.”
The West Course has a well-earned reputation 
for doling out punishment in its previous 
major-championship turns. Three of the 
four previous U.S. Opens held on the A.W. 
Tillinghast masterpiece in the post-World 
War II era produced over-par winning scores, 
including the famous “Massacre at Winged 
Foot” in 1974 when Hale Irwin triumphed 
with a 7-over total of 287.
Sixty of the 61 competitors who completed 
the championship on a chilly and breezy 
late-summer day battled the West Course to a 
draw – or much worse (75.03 stroke average). 
DeChambeau, whose analytical, scienti  c 
approach to the game is accompanied by an 

aggressive “bomb-and-gouge” mentality, took 
on this bully with a full arsenal of brains and 
brawn.
The 27-year-old from Clovis, Calif., became 
just the fourth player in the championship’s 
past 100 years to be the only player to better 
par in the  nal round and hoist the trophy. The 
trio before him were World Golf Hall of Fame 
inductees Gene Sarazen (1922) and Byron 
Nelson (1939), and Jack Fleck, who denied 
Ben Hogan a  fth title in 1955 at The Olympic 
Club.
DeChambeau is the only player in the six U.S. 
Opens contested at Winged Foot to post all 
four rounds at par or better, and was the only 
competitor to  nish in red  gures for the week 

Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods and now Bryson DeChambeau. They are the three golfers who have captured an NCAA 
individual title, a U.S. Amateur and a U.S. Open. DeChambeau joined that esteemed fraternity at Winged Foot Golf 
Club with a performance for the ages on what many consider one of the game’s most demanding championship 
tests.

DECHAMBEAU DECISIVELY SEALS THE DEAL AT WINGED FOOT

Cover Story
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(6-under 274).
“Surreal. It sounds amazing, but surreal,” said 
DeChambeau of being a U.S. Open champion. 
“It’s been a lot of hard work. It’s one of those 
things that doesn’t really hit you. It’s not going 
to hit me until tonight.”
Wolff had hoped to complete one of the 
great stories in the annals of the U.S. Open. 
Sunday’s  nal round came exactly 107 years to 

the day of Ouimet’s stunning 18-hole playoff 
victory over British stalwarts Harry Vardon 
and Ted Ray at The Country Club outside of 
Boston. Like Ouimet, this was Wolff’s  rst 
U.S. Open start, and just his second major 
since leaving Oklahoma State and turning pro 
16 months earlier. Wolff won last year’s 3M 
Open and tied for fourth in last month’s PGA 
Championship to earn his exemption into this 
all-exempt  eld.

“I think I’m definitely changing the way people think about the game. 
Now, whether you can do it, that’s a whole different situation. There’s 
a lot of people that are going to be hitting it far. Matthew [Wolff] was 
hitting it plenty far today. A couple of putts just didn’t go in for him today 
and kept the momentum on my side. So he’s definitely got the firepower 
and the strength to do it. You’ve got to be looking out for him in the 
future. There’s a lot of young guns that are unbelievable players, and I 
think the next generation that’s coming up into golf hopefully will see 
this and go, hey, I can do that too.” 
– Bryson DeChambeau

The oldest of the United States’ three Majors, 
the U.S. Open was fi rst held in 1895 at the 
Newport Golf Club, Rhode Island. Since then, 
this fabled event has been staged at some of 
the most iconic golf courses in the country. In 
1980, Baltusrol Golf Club in New Jersey was the 
venue and it was there that Rolex’s relationship 
with this tournament began. That year the Swiss 
watchmaker also became the Offi  cial Timekeeper 
of the United States Golf Association (USGA), a 
role it retains to this day.

For more than 50 years, the bond between 
Rolex and golf has evolved and strengthened. 
The partnership was founded with a pioneering 
agreement in 1967 when Arnold Palmer, joined 
by his great friends and rivals Jack Nicklaus and 
Gary Player – The Big Three – became the brand’s 
fi rst golfi ng Testimonees. In the ensuing decades, 
Rolex has become part of the very fabric of the 
game through pivotal alliances not only with 
the USGA but also with The R&A, its partner in 
governing the sport worldwide. This rich golfi ng 
heritage, based on a shared commitment to 
perpetual excellence, has been the basis for Rolex 
and the U.S. Open’s long-lasting association.

This year, the Championship returns to the always 
testing West Course at Winged Foot for the sixth 
time in its history, having fi rst been played at 
the Mamaroneck club in 1929. Renowned for its 
tight, tree-lined fairways and thick, punishing 
rough, Winged Foot is true to U.S. Open tradition, 
demanding accuracy and precision – qualities 
refl ected in Rolex’s watchmaking endeavours.

One Rolex Testimonee familiar with the 
challenges presented by Winged Foot is 
American Phil Mickelson, who narrowly missed 
out on lifting his fi rst U.S. Open trophy when the 
tournament was last played there in 2006. One 
of the greatest players of all time and a golfer 
who continues a relentless pursuit of perfection, 
the 50-year-old is set to contest his 29th U.S. 
Open. Victory would make him just the sixth man 
to complete the career Grand Slam of winning all 
four Major trophies.

ROLEX CELEBRATES 40 
YEARS AS OFFICIAL 
TIMEKEEPER AT THE U.S. 
OPEN

The champion receives custody of the U.S. Open Trophy for one year as well as the Jack  
Nicklaus Medal, exemptions into the next 10 U.S. Opens, and fi ve-year exemptions into 
the other three major championships

Champion Bryson DeChambeau tied for fi fth in greens in regulation (46), despite tying 
for 26th in fairways hit (23)

DeChambeau’s total strokes gained of 7.90 is the fourth-highest by a champion since 
1960. Johnny Miller (10.77 in 1963), Arnold Palmer (9.29 in 1960) and Jack Nicklaus (8.19 
in 1967) were higher

This was just the third time since 2000 that the champion was the only player in red 
fi gures (Tiger Woods in 2000 and 2002)

Justin Thomas, the fi rst-round leader, recorded the most birdies (16)

Not a single bogey-free round was recorded in the championship

DID YOU KNOW?

Cover Story
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F
our of golf’s great champions have accepted 
invitations to become Honorary Members 
of The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St 

Andrews.
With 11 major championship victories between 
them Catriona Matthew OBE, Ernie Els, Padraig 
Harrington and Nick Price are among the most 
successful and in  uential professional golfers of 
the modern era and are outstanding ambassadors 
for the sport.
As well as winning the Women’s Open at Royal 
Lytham & St Annes in 2009, Matthew has 
achieved 11 professional victories in her career 
and was Ladies European Tour player of the year 
in 2009. She represented the European Solheim 
Cup team on nine occasions and was part of 
three winning teams. In 2019, she captained 
the European team to a memorable 14 ½ - 13 
½ victory at Gleneagles in her native Scotland. 
Matthew also enjoyed a hugely successful 
amateur career, representing Great Britain and 

akumi Kanaya, of Japan, has won the Mark H McCormack 
Medal as the leading men’s player in the 2020 World Amateur 
Golf Ranking® / WAGR.
The McCormack Medal winner receives exemptions into The 

Open and the US Open Championship, conducted by the USGA, 
in 2021.
Kanaya, 22, has been the number one player in the WAGR® during an 
abbreviated playing year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He tied for 
 fth and was low amateur in the Japan Golf Tour’s Fujisankei Classic on 

6 September following a nine-month absence from competition. He had 
tied for third and was low amateur in the Emirates Australian Open on 8 
December.
Kanaya, who will compete in his  rst US Open next week at Winged Foot 

TAKUMI KANAYA AWARDED MARK H MCCORMACK MEDAL 
Golf Club, won the Asia-Paci  c Amateur Championship in 2018 and was 
runner-up last year, losing to Yuxin Lin in a play-off.
“I am extremely happy and excited because receiving the McCormack 
Medal was the biggest goal that I have set in my amateur golf career,” 
Kanaya said. “I would like to thank everyone who helped me train and 
compete overseas so I could gain international experience competing in 
various conditions and raise my World Amateur Golf Ranking.”
He added, “My next goals are to win professional majors and there is still a 
small chance that I could represent Japan in the Tokyo Olympic Games in 
2021 so I would like to try my best.”
The R&A and the USGA co-award the McCormack Medal annually. It is 
named after Mark H McCormack, who founded sports marketing company 
IMG and was a great supporter of amateur golf.

THE ROYAL AND ANCIENT GOLF CLUB OF ST ANDREWS 
ANNOUNCES FOUR NEW HONORARY MEMBERS

Ireland in the Curtis Cup on three occasions and 
winning the Women’s Amateur championship.
Els is a four-time major champion, winning 
The Open at Muir  eld in 2002 and Royal 
Lytham & St Annes in 2012 and claiming two 
US Open titles in 1994 and 1997. The popular 
South African has racked up 73 professional 
wins around the world and is former world 
number one in the Of  cial World Golf Ranking 
(OWGR). He established the Ernie Els and 
Fancourt Foundation in 1999 to support children 
from families of limited resources to progress 
in golf and has helped the careers of numerous 
young players.
Harrington is one of Europe’s most successful 
golfers, winning The Open on two occasions, at 
Carnoustie in 2007 and Royal Birkdale in 2008, 
and claiming the PGA Championship that same 
year. The Irishman has notched up 31 wins as 
a professional and was the number one-ranked 
player on the European Tour in 2006. He has 

represented Europe in six Ryder Cup matches, 
has been the vice-captain in three matches and is 
now captain of the European team for the 2021 
match. Harrington also enjoyed a successful 
amateur career, representing Great Britain 
and Ireland in three Walker Cup matches. He 
became an ambassador for The R&A in 2011 
and has helped to support and promote a wide 
range of participation, coaching and Rules 
education initiatives.
One of golf’s most popular  gures, Price is a 
three-time major champion and former world 
number one. The Zimbabwean won The Open at 
Turnberry in 1994 before going on to claim his 
second PGA Championship that year following 
his victory two years earlier. He achieved 48 
professional wins around the world and spent 
more than 40 weeks at number one in the 
OWGR. Price represented the International team 
in the Presidents Cup on  ve occasions and went 
on to captain the team for three matches. 

T

Catriona Matthew OBE Padraig Harrington Nick Price Ernie Els
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QUICK FIX

LOFTY 
AMBITION

When you’re in a bunker you need to 
hit the shot with an open face. That 
promotes loft and sole bounce – the 

rounded rear sole that stops the club digging 
into the sand. To practise this open face, pile 
some sand on the face, then put your ball on 
top of the sand – you’ll need to open the face 
wide to keep it there. Make a slow-mo swing, 
back and through, keeping the ball and sand 
on the face. To do this, the face must point to 
the sky… keeping the face open and the loft 
and bounce in an ideal position.
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G A R E T H J O HN S T O N
P G A P rofes sional and 

Director of Golf at C alcot 
P ar k , Ber k shir e
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1
Stand upright, your feet shoulder-width apart. Take a 
mid-iron and place the butt against your belt buckle, 

the shaft horizontal. Grip a few inches on to the metal 
with your lead hand only.

3
Keep tilting forward until you reach a natural stop. 

Your legs will now feel straight, your weight out into 
your toes. Take the tension out by softening the 

knees; feel the kneecaps are over your shoelaces.

2
Tilt forward with your upper body. 

Keep the butt of the club against the belt buckle as 
you go down, preserving that triangle between your 

torso, lead arm and the top half of the club.

4
Without changing the posture you have created, drop 
the club against your leg and let your arms hang down 

from your shoulders. This guides you to where your 
hands should be when you grip the club.

NAIL YOUR 
POSTURE 
EVERY TIME

Get your posture right and 
you give yourself your best 
chance of playing well. Get 

it wrong, and you’re going to have a 
miserable day.
The world’s best players are always 
checking the fundamentals, 
especially their posture, and one 
of the best you can copy is Adam 
Scott’s. He says: “A good posture 
enables you to make an athletic 
and controlled movement. You 
want to get into a comfortable 
position where you feel con  dent 
about hitting the ball.
“I like to get my back fairly 
straight with my knees  exed just 
enough to engage my quads and 
my butt sticking out comfortably. 
My arms hang naturally down to 
the grip, with the butt of the club 
around a hand’s width from my 
thigh. It’s a routine I use for every 
swing I make, whether I’m on the 
range at home or competing in a 
PGA Tour event.”
Here is a simple four-step process 
to develop a posture like Scott’s 
- and a couple of checkpoints at 
the end to make sure you’re on the 
right track.

THE BASICS

Y O U R  C O A C H

C HR I S R YA N
Founder of the HI T 

Golf Ac ademy, based 
at Forest of Arden.
chr isr yangolf.com
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‘A good posture
enables you to make

an athletic and 
controlled movement’

A D A M  S C O T T

CHECKPOINTS

End up like this!
Run through those first four 
steps a few times until you 
feel you have got on top of 
the process. Then, once you 
are happy with the address 
position you have created, 
assess your position against 
these two checks...

Forward bend check
Use either an alignment stick or clubshaft to 
drop a plumbline down from the back of your trail 
shoulder. With good posture, the line should 
fall just forward of your knees and 
run down to the toe caps of both 
shoes. This shows you have created enough 
forward bend in the upper body to swing the club 
freely on a good plane.

Squat check
Keeping your body angles intact, move the 
club around behind you and place the toe of 
the clubhead against the back of your heel. Set 
vertically upward, the shaft should run up to 
the back of your backside. Having your backside 
stick out around a club-length past your heels 
is a good guide for setting the pelvis in position, 
and making sure you are not too upright or too 
squatted.
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For most of us, the metronome 
is a device used by musicians 
to keep a beat. But in recent 

years, creative coaches have asked 
why golfers shouldn’t use the same 
device to a similar end. Swinging to 
an external, regular beep, they argue, 
can assist with developing consistent 
tempo.
Though there are one or two bespoke 
golf metronome devices 
out there, the quickest and easiest 
way to try this is to download a free 
metronome app onto your smart 
phone. Most apps allow you to adjust 
the beeps or tones per minute – TG 
coach Gareth Johnston recommends 
around 60bpm as a good place to 
start. If other golfers are practising 
close to you, either adjust the volume 
or listen through headphones.
From here, aim to start the swing on 
one beat and strike the ball on the 
next. If 60bpm feels too fast or slow, 
adjust to your own preferred speed. 
Once your tempo is set, try to copy 
it each time. 
Note that this can be used on any golf 
shot, from full swing to short putt.

The Metronome
Free on the app store

THE DOWNLOAD

Build better 
rhythm and 
tempo into 
your swing

2

1

3

SWING PATH CHECKER
1 

Set your lines
Place a shoe box on 
its side at the range, 
parallel to your 

ball-to-target line. Now put a 
ball close enough 
to the box so that there’s only 
a golf ball’s width between 
the box and the toe of your 
club. We’d recommend using 
a mid-iron for this drill. 

2 
Miss the box
Because we stand 
to the side of the ball, 
the swing path works 

from inside to inside the 
ball-target line. Impact will 
ideally take place 
on the point of the arc where 
the club brie  y swings along 
the target line. Achieve this 
neutral path and the toe of 
the club never gets closer to 
the box.

3 
Collision course
If you swing across the 
target line through the 
impact zone, the iron 

will hit the box. It will hit the 
back of the box if your swing 
path is too much out-to-in, 
and it will hit the front of the 
box if your swing path it too  
in-to-out. Use a box like this 
every two weeks to check your 
path remains in good shape.

DIY DIAGNOSIS

ADRIAN FRYER 
solidgolf.co.uk

Fellow of the PGA based at 
Liverpool Golf Centre, 

liverpoolgolfcentre.co.uk

Y O U R  C O A C H

A launch monitor will set you back around £20,000. A shoe box comes 
free with a pair of shoes. Either can tell you a lot about your swing path
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Hit it under
Your goal is to chip the ball 
under the bar. Depending 
on the wedge you have 
chosen, this might prove 
easy or difficult. To help 
keep the ball down, 
experiment with moving 
the ball further back in your 
stance, creating more lean 
in the clubshaft and adding 
some extra weight to your 
lead side.

Hit it over
Now, with the same club and 
from the same position, hit 
balls over the bar. As before, 
the wedge you have chosen 
will make this the simpler 
or tougher of the two shots. 
But if you’re struggling for 
height, play around with ball 
position (further forward), 
weight distribution (more 
50-50) and clubface loft 
(more open).

FLIGHT CONTROL
Every short game needs a variety of shots, especially high and low 
ones. That means controlling your ball  ight – and here’s 
a brilliant way to do it. All you need is your bag, a shaft or 

alignment cane and a wedge… though as you get used to the game, 
change clubs. Go as high as a lob wedge and as low as an 8-iron. Master 
this challenge by hitting  ve consecutive shots above and below the bar. If 
you can do that, you’ve added valuable versatility to your short game.

TG CHALLENGE

A N D R E W  M U R R AY 
andrewmurraygolf.com Former 
European Open Champion who 

specialises in one-on-one or 
group coaching and corporate

golf events.

Y O U R  C O A C H
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1 Greenside bunker splash
THE SITUATION The ball is lying pretty 
well in the sand but there’s water 
lurking long.

HOW TO PLAY IT Position the ball just forward of centre, 
widen your stance, flex your knees a little more than 
normal and dig your feet into the sand to give yourself 
a stable base. Open your sand wedge a little to engage 
the bounce and add loft and hit aggressively into the 
sand about two inches behind the ball. With water 
long and a bit of green to work with, you’re better off 
taking a little too much sand than too little as the 
chunk and release is safer.

2

1

3

MAKE SURE YOUR 
NEXT SHOT IS A PUTT

The world’s best players rarely make a poor decision because they 
talk everything through with their caddies. Over the years numerous 
caddies have told us they could save anyone shots with the right advice, 

at the right time. While we can’t send Joe LaCava, Billy Foster or Fanny 
Sunesson to join you on a round, we can share the tips and tricks that will make 
a difference to your game. Here, we take a look at four short game situations. 

CADDIE ON YOUR SHOULDER
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2 Flop it over the hazard
THE SITUATION A short pitch from a 
downhill lie in the rough with a 
bunker between you and the hole.

HOW TO PLAY IT Set up so your body matches 
the slope and open up your most lofted 
wedge to give yourself as much loft as you 
are comfortable using. Create a shallow 
attack angle so the clubhead glides under the 
ball – but beware the club doesn’t slide under 
the ball completely if it’s sat up in the rough!
Pick a landing spot about halfway to the hole 
so you don’t go in the bunker if you under-hit 
it or don’t get the contact you desire.

4 Chip from the rough
THE SITUATION The ball is sitting down, 
the green is slightly above you and 
you’re short-sided.

HOW TO PLAY IT You need to pop the ball out a 
little higher to carry it to the green and help 
it stop a little quicker than a normal chip. 
Take a more lofted club like a SW and move 
the ball an inch further back in your stance 
to encourage a slightly steeper attack 
angle. Keep a simple swing from rocking 
the shoulders, but you can introduce a little 
wrist hinge to add some clubhead speed. 
Be aggressive through the ball.

3 Chip and run from short grass
THE SITUATION A relatively simple chip 
from a good lie and with plenty of 
green to work with.

HOW TO PLAY IT You want to get the ball running 
like a putt as quickly as possible, so take the 
club that will carry the ball about a yard onto 
the green and release it the required distance 
to the pin – anything from 7-iron to PW. Keep 
your feet quite narrow and make sure your heels 
are square to your start line. Stand a little closer 
to the ball in the middle of your stance, choke 
down on the grip and rock your shoulders like a 
putt with minimal wrist hinge.

4

Y O U R  C O A C H

A N DY  G O R D O N 
Score Improvement

Coach and Head Golf 
Professional at

Lumine Golf Club, Spain.



STEVE ASTLE
Advanced PGA Professional at 
Morley Hayes, Derby and Head 
of Coaching at East Midlands 

Golf Academy

Y O U R  C O A C H

1

2

3

GET HOT UNDER 
THE COLLAR

LEARN A NEW SHOT

A ball trickling off the back of the 
green can cause problems when it 
nestles snugly against the  rst cut. 

While the putting surface might only be a 
foot in front of you, longer grass means 
you can’t really putt it, or get the bottom of 
the club to the back of the ball. Here’s a 
solution, and with just a little practice it 
can become a really useful shot to have in 
the bag...

Hover it, just a little bit
Use the leading edge of your wedge. 

Such a thin surface won’t snag in the 
longer grass. Strike the middle of the ball 
and it will run like a putt. A strike slightly 
above the equator can also work, adding 

topspin to help the ball roll.

Level angle of attack
The key to executing this shot is attack 
angle. Anything downwards will tend to 
send the leading edge below the ball’s 
equator. A level attack from a hovered 

clubhead will help your contact. Promote 
this with a mid-stance ball position.

Hit it like a putt
For the best results, use a wrist-free 

putting-style stroke. Wrist action creates 
angles that can lead to a damaging 

descending blow; with a shoulder-led, 
wrist-free stroke you can sweep the 

wedge low to the ground.

HOW TO PLAY IT
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s women and men around the world 
united on Tuesday, September 1st, 
to celebrate the 5th annual Women’s 
Golf Day (WGD), they set new 

heights for the ground-breaking movement. 
Despite the pandemic WGD experienced 
record-breaking growth.  In 2020 alone, 
Women’s Golf Day has achieved over 
60M impressions and reached 28M people 
worldwide. 
Industry leaders, Tour players, locations, 
the media, governing bodies, federations 
and brands all came together to support the 
Women’s Golf Day movement this year, 
including new sponsor, Callaway Golf. This 
level of international support from across 
all areas of the industry exempli  es the 
important role Women’s Golf Day serves 
in the golf industry.  This movement unites 
the industry and generates global interest in 
golf by engaging new and existing golfers 
thus paving the way for future growth in the 
coming years.  
Antony Scanlon, Executive Director of the 
International Golf Federation, shared “The 
unprecedented international support for 
Women’s Golf Day in 2020 marks an exciting 
development for women’s golf. WGD has 
evolved into an industry leader and a driving 
force for the growth of the game for women. 
The WGD message to engage, empower 
and support women around the world has 
consistently brought more women into the 
sport in a comfortable environment.  We are 
looking forward to seeing more growth around 
the world as more countries, federations, golf 
courses and women and men get involved.” 

RECORD BREAKING RESULTS FOR 2020 WOMEN’S GOLF DAY

Although industry support and recognition are 
essential to the growth and future impact of 
WGD, it has always been about the people and 
locations who get involved.  Over 900 venues 
in 56 countries registered their location and 
held WGD events over the past 5 years. A 
growing body of evidence shows that women 
who join the WGD celebration events expand 
their connection to golf, whether they are new 
golfers or active players. Giving women the 

opportunity to participate in the game in a 
relaxed, informal setting and using the WGD 
event template of combining participation 
with a social component has been pivotal.  
WGD has succeeded in reaching women who 
might never have considered golf by showing 
them an easy and fun way to experience the 
game. 
Elisa Gaudet, Founder of Women’s Golf Day, 
is particularly proud of the achievements in 
2020 as she explains: “Women’s Golf Day 
brings joy to women around the world and 
unites them regardless of their playing ability, 
race, religion, ancestry, national origin, or 
other potential exclusions. Women’s Golf 
Day welcomes all participants. This year 
that is needed more than ever. Despite the 
challenges we have all faced as a community, 
Women’s Golf Day has successfully united 
the industry by connecting brands, locations 
and federations to women who love the game 
or are just trying it for the  rst time. I am 
very proud of the WGD team that pivoted and 
created and executed a Digital Celebration 
on June 2nd and now helped hundreds of 
locations safely host events on September 1st. 
The future looks very bright for women and 
golf.”

Feature



KOIVISTO CLAIMS AMUNDI CZECH LADIES 
CHALLENGE

Finland’s Tiia Koivisto claimed a two-
shot victory at the 2020 Amundi Czech 
Ladies Challenge to seal her maiden 

LETAS title, posting a final round of 68 (-4) to 
finish the week at nine-under-par at Prague 
City Golf Club.

“It feels amazing, I was pretty close last 
week but now I have finally done it. I made 
some important putts on the last three holes. 
I’m so happy.”

In search of her first career LETAS victory, 
Koivisto went close last week at the 
Flumserberg Open, which was won by friend 
and compatriot Sanna Nuutinen, and used 
the experience as motivation on course 
today.

Starting the day two-shots adrift of overnight 
leader Cara Gainer, Koivisto got to work 
immediately, reeling the Englishwoman in 
with birdies at the 1st and 2nd hole.

Taking the lead for the first time with an 
impressive eagle at the par five 4th hole, 

which was set up by a 210 meter shot with 
a five-wood, the 26-year-old made further 
gains at Nos. 6 and 10 to lead by as many 
of four strokes.

“It was quite windy so I was just trying to hit 
the greens, I missed the green on the 16th 
and chipped it pretty close and then made an 
important 1 meter putt on the 17th for par.”

Sliding past the hole, Koivisto stepped up to 
her right to left par putt and calmly rolled 
home to claim her first LETAS title and the 
€6,000 winner’s check.

England’s Cara Gainer did enough to finish 
in solo second at seven-under-par while 
Scotland’s Gabrielle Macdonald scooped 
third a shot further back.

“It was quite windy so I was 
just trying to hit the greens, I 
missed the green on the 16th 
and chipped it pretty close and 
then made an important 1 meter 
putt on the 17th for par.”

Ladies On The Link
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BOULDEN WINS VP BANK SWISS LADIES OPEN IN STYLE

A
my Boulden produced a sensational 
round of a lifetime,  ring a stunning 
bogey-free 64 (-8) to  nish the week at 

17-under-par and claim a three-shot victory 
from Australia’s Stephanie Kyriacou at the 
2020 VP Bank Swiss Ladies Open.
The breakthrough victory is her  rst in 87 
attempts on the LET and sees her claim the 
€30,000 winner’s check and rise 68 places to 
 fth on the Race to Costa Del Sol Rankings.

“It’ll take some time to sink in, I’m thrilled 
and really excited to get that  rst LET win. 
I am obviously overwhelmed. I was looking 
forward to getting out there today and I 
haven’t been in this position for 
quite a while, so I just tried to enjoy 
it.”
Bursting on to the scene in 2014 as 
LET ‘Rookie of the Year’, Boulden 
has struggled with form in recent 
years, failing to record a top-10 
since 2017, but she certainly did not 
struggle today.
Taking charge from the beginning, 
the 27-year-old looked in her 
element all day at Golfpark Holzhäusern, as 
she immediately took a share of the lead with 
a birdie at the par four 1st hole.  

Flagging her irons 
and holing putts 
from the start, the 
2020 Q-School 
winner held a two-

shot lead heading into the back-nine after a 
 awless 31 (-4) on the front, but it was not 

over yet.

LET rookie Steph Kyriacou was making a 
charge of her own, turning in 31 (-4), while 
Morroco’s Haddioui was alongside her after 
an opening nine of 33 (-2).

Keeping them at arm’s length, the Welsh star 
birdied Nos. 10 and 11 as well as 13 and 14 
to take a four-shot lead heading into the  nal 
stretch.
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NUUTINEN WINS THE FLUMSERBERG LADIES OPEN

F
inland’s Sanna Nuutinen claimed her third 
career LETAS win at the 2020 Flumserberg 
Ladies Open in a thrilling sudden-death 

playoff from overnight leader Stina Resen, after 
the pair tied at 12-under-par.
Trailing for the duration of the  nal round, 
Nuutinen started the day two shots behind and 
fell further adrift with back-to-back bogeys on 
the  rst two holes.
Undeterred, the 27-year-old preceded to put 
on a ball-striking masterclass in the sweltering 
conditions at Gams-Werdenberg Golf Club, 
making three consecutive birdies on Nos. 5,6 and 
7 and 11,12 and 13 to draw level.
With four holes to go, it was all to play for as the 
season’s opening tournament hung in the balance.
Approaching the par  ve 18th green, Nuutinen 
was faced with a 5-meter birdie putt to make the 
playoff.
She calmly delivered.
“In regulation, I did not know what the scores 
were, but I had a feeling it was important. I had 
a simple chip from greenside and chunked it to 
 ve meters but luckily I was able to put a good 

stroke on it.”

Heading to the sudden-death playoff, both 
players took aggressive lines off the tee on the 
dog leg second hole, with Nuutinen’s three-wood 
leaving her only 47 meters to the pin versus 
Resen’s 80 meters.
Both players made it look easy to the onlooking 
spectators, hitting the green to around 9ft, with 
Nuutinen set to go  rst from more or less the 

same position.
“I had a similar length putt in the Czech Republic 
one year ago to get in to the playoff and I learnt 
from that experience, I left it short last year so I 
thought I just need to get it there.”
Proving to be a quick learner, Nuutinen rolled 
home and Resen missed to claim the all-
important victory.

ENGSTROM WINS LACOSTE LADIES OPEN DE FRANCE

S
weden’s Julia Engstrom produced a  nal 
round 72 (+1) to win her second LET title 
of the season, with a narrow one-shot 

victory from home favourite Celine Herbin and 
Argentinian Magdalena Simmermacher at the 
2020 Lacoste Ladies Open De France.
As a result of the victory, the 19-year-old Swede 
collects the €27,600 winner’s check and 150 Race 
to Costa Del Sol points, moving to second place 
on the rankings and closing the gap on current 
leader Emily Kristine Pedersen.
Starting the day four-shots ahead of India’s 
Tvesa Malik and France’s Celine Herbin at 

the prestigious Golf Du Medoc layout, the 
19-year-old wasted no time increasing her lead 
to  ve shots with birdies at Nos. 2 and 3 but the 
procession was short lived.
Struggling to  nd the form of yesterday, where 
she sailed to a round of 64 (-7) which included 
a hole-in-one, the young Swede had to dig deep 
on the back-nine as Herbin closed the gap to two 

shots through ten holes.
“I played the front nine very well the entire week, 
I have been struggling with my ball-striking 
and had a few bad bounces on the back nine so 
that was tough, I was trying not to look at the 
leaderboards.”
Another bogey by Engstrom at the 12th hole left 
her with a one-shot cushion and, with Herbin 
going along steadily in the group in front, the 30th 
addition of the Open De France was all to play for.
Matching each other with pars, Herbin was the 
 rst to blink with a bogey at the par three 17th 

to present Engstrom with a two-shot lead and the 
Swede made no hesitation in closing the door.
In between a 7iron and 6iron on the tricky par 
three, a quick look in Malik’s bag answered her 
conundrum, opting for an ‘adrenaline  lled’ 7 iron 
which found the heart of the green, for a tap-in 
par.
A closing bogey on the 18th was all the Swedish 
star needed, and she made sure to take it, tapping 
in from 1ft to seal her second career LET title after 
victory as the Women’s NSW Open in March.
Engstrom added, “It’s been the perfect week, 
I love this place. I came out here with a good 
feeling and obviously yesterday’s hole-in-one 
was a highlight, but the 17th hole was extremely 
important for me today. It was nerve-wracking at 
the end, but I am relieved to get it done.”

“I played the front nine very well the entire 
week, I have been struggling with my ball-
striking and had a few bad bounces on the 
back nine so that was tough.”
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ach year, on the  rst Tuesday in June to be 
precise, Women’s Golf Day (WGD) comes 
around, before disappearing back into the 
shadows for a further 12 months, the aim 

being to focus, for an entire 24 hours, on women’s 
golf around the world.
Supported by all the key organisations involved 
in the promotion of golf, including the R&A, the 
International Golf Federation (IGF) and the PGA 
TOUR, as well, of course as the LPGA, Women’s 
Golf Day was formed in 2016, but, like much to do 
with golf in 2020, the occasion, scheduled for 2nd 
June, was put on hold for a year due to COVID.
But, asks our Bunker Mentality correspondent 
Mike Wilson, given the notion of a Men’s Golf Day 
would be laughed loudly out of court, is WGD little 
more than a money-making gimmick which, when 
viewed through less than rose-tinted spectacles, 
could in fact be holding women’s golf back by 
perpetuating the myth that it is important just once 
a year?
Every year since 2016, just before the  rst Tuesday 
in June, every golf journalist in the world receives 
a veritable deluge of media materials hailing 
Women’s Golf Day, extolling the virtues of wives 
and daughters, schoolgirls, sisters, aunts, female 
cousins, widows, even grandmothers taking up and 
keeping playing the royal and ancient game.
It’s all very worthy and well-meaning, high on 
genuine enthusiasm, what’s not to like about the 
notion, which everyone in golf has known about for 
decades, that the game needs more women playing 

it than ever before.
A video on the US-based WGD website tells us, 
“Women’s Golf Day is an event celebrating girls 
and women playing golf and learning the skills that 
last a lifetime.
“Women’s Golf Day is one of the fastest growing 
movements in golf, with more than 900 events 
taking place in a staggering 52 countries in 2019,” 
adding, “It takes place each year on the  rst 
Tuesday of June with the aim of introducing more 
females to golf and celebrate existing players.”
A subsequent update breathlessly reveals, “66 
countries, 47million social media impressions, 
reaching 25million people,” all of which is great 
news, but, in the broader scheme of things, in the 
real world of pressing for more women’s golf to be 
made available and played, not simply through a 
high-pro  le, one-day landmark event but over 365 
days each year, it barely amounts to a hill of beans.
And whilst it is true that women’s golf may be 
showing some signs of weak but sustained growth 
– at the same time as trends in the men’s game are 
heading in the opposite direction at a worrying 
rate – the harsh fact remains that at all levels, from 
grass roots to club golf and beyond into the elite 
professional ranks, women’s golf remains a million 
miles behind its male counterpart.
Expressed in its most basic – some might say 
crudest - form, namely money, hard cash, prize 
money, women’s golf is still stuck in the dark 
ages, the LPGA Tour season offering a total of 
US$70.55m, a tiny fraction of the whopping 

TOKENISM OR SIGNS OF BROKENISM?

US$450m up for grabs on the men’s tour.
Therefore it’s clear, there is a vast disparity – 
more of a yawning gulf – between what the 
respectivegenders are worth in the eyes of golf 
of  cials, in league with TV moguls and marketing 
executives, perversely, many of who are women.
Asks one leading LPGA player, who did not wish 
to be named but who has multiple titles and several 
‘Majors’ to her name, ”Exactly what’s the point of 
a women’s golf day,” adding, “There’s not a men’s 
golf day, its golf for them each and every day, and 
that’s how it should be for us women players, not 
pigeon-holed into one summer’s day each year.”
She adds, “When it comes to prize money, we play 
exactly the same format as the men, generally 72 
holes of strokeplay, same equipment, same golf 
balls, essentially the same golf courses and under 
identical rules, so if it’s good enough for WTA 

By Michael Wilson
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tennis players to earn equal prize money to their 
male ATP counterparts at the four Grand Slam 
events, then why not golf?”
Meanwhile, both main governing bodies for golf, 
the USGA, which covers North Amwerica and 
Mexico and the R&A, which is responsible for the 
rest of the world both support Women’s Golf Day, 
but insist their support for women’s golf goes far 
beyond that.
Jackie Davidson is leading the work on the Women 
in Golf Charter and associated initiatives for The 
R&A and says, “One of our goals as an organisation 
is to attract more women, girls and families to play 
golf and so we support proactive initiatives like 
Women’s Golf Day which are aimed at promoting 
golf to women and increasing participation.”
She adds, “More is being done than ever before to 
encourage women and girls into golf and promote 
the sport as an accessible and inclusive activity 
that can be frequently enjoyed by people of all 
ages, abilities and backgrounds,” concluding, “We 
can achieve signi  cant change for golf if we work 
collectively to develop successful participation 
initiatives that will inspire more women and girls 
to play golf on a regular basis and we believe that 
good progress is being made in this regard.”
Yet the R&A is the very organisation which recently 
took over full control of the Women’s British Open, 
now running it in tandem with the venerable men’s 
Open Championship but which is willing to tolerate 
a prize fund for the women’s event of US$4.5m, 
compared to US$10.75 for the men’s event.
Why, with its considerable cash reserves and multi-
million annual turnover does the R&A not make a 
big, bold statement of intent that says, ‘Women’s 
golf is valued every bit as much as men’s,’ a relative 
drop in the ocean in regard to the organisation’s 
 nancial might.

Thus, at a stroke, doubling the prize money for the 
event recently won by German outsider Sophia 
Popov at Royal Troon (a course also on the Open 
Championship roster) to US$9m, at the same time 
as twisting the arms of its Open Championship 
‘Patrons’ to support the women’s equivalent?
That too, like Women’s Golf Day might also smack 
of tokenism, but, unlike WGD, which is a passing 
annual fad with limited  nancial  re-power and is 
promoted by a worthy but peripheral organisation 
in the USA, but, year-on-year, near-equal prize 
money would make a monumental statement to the 
rest of golf and society at large.
And let’s not forget, it was – and remains – the 
same R&A which, under new-broom CEO Martin 

Slumbers came boldly out to in effect warm men-
only members’ clubs like Muir  eld and Royal 
Troon that they would lose their place on the Open 
Championship roster unless they changed their 
ways and their gender equality policies, something 
both succumbed to in pretty short order.
That’s what true, bold leadership can and does do to 
bring about change when, not too many years ago, 
the status quo seemed absolutely  ne.
Before COVID-19 kicked in and skewed golf 
participation surveys to within an inch of their 
lives, evidence showed more and females taking up 
golf, narrowing - if not closing - the gap left by the 
legions of males giving-up the game, participation 
programmes such as Girls Golf Rocks and Love. 
Golf, continue to encourage women to give the 
sport a try.
Analyses of millions of rounds of golf played in the 
UK in 2018 found a surge in participation of the 
game by women and girls, up by by nearly 17% in 
the calendar year, theHowDidiDo survey revealing 
female golfers now make up more than 14% of the 
club members who registered in 2018, suggesting 
that the ratio of female golfers in golf clubs is rising 
following several years of stagnation.
And recent indications from the USA suggest 
an even stronger increase in women and girls 
playing golf, a 2018 National Golf Foundation 
survey showing that almost a quarter (24%) of all 
US golfers are women, although that pales into 
insigni  cance compared to Germany where 39% of 
all golfers are female and both the Netherlands and 
Sweden on 33%.
But progress is slower here in India, where despite 
professional success (three Ladies European Tour 
titles, including the 2016 Hero Women’s Indian 
Open on home soil) and a 2016 Olympic debut 
for Bangalore’s Aditi Ashok, who said ahead of 
the Rio games, “Because we don’t have that many 
girls playing [golf] and this will de  nitely boost the 
popularity of the game in India and that’s what we 
need, so I hope I can do that. 

“I think it will be important because golf is new in 
India,” she continues, adding, “It’s getting [more] 
popular than it was like  ve, 10 years ago, but it’s 
still not where it should be. 
“Golf becoming an Olympic sport is de  nitely 
going to help [and] we are hopefully going to have 
more golf courses and kids taking up the sport,” 
concluded Ms Ashok, who  nished a disappointing 
41st in Rio four-years-ago.
Champika Nanda Sayal, Secretary General of the 
Women’s Golf Association of India explained some 
of the hurdles faced by women taking up golf in 
India, telling CNN Living Golf, “There is a fear 
that it is dif  cult, it’s expensive, time consuming 
and male orientated, but we must continue to break 
down barriers and get more women playing golf.”
But, locally, regionally, nationally and globally, 
whilst there are more women and girls playing golf 
than a decade ago, those who make up 51% of the 
world’s population remain badly underrepresented 
when it comes to playing golf, and it will take a 
sustained effort and not just a World Golf Day to 
turbo-charge female participation.
As the unnamed LPGA star and Solheim Cup 
player says, “We need much, much more than a 
token day dedicated to women’s golf each day,” 
asking, “Why is there not a World Men’s Golf Day?
“Because,” she says, “Every day is a Men’s Golf 
Day, and it is going to take considerable time, 
a lot of money, courage and a concerted effort 
by the governing bodies if parity is ever to be 
achieved, and, with the number of male players 
falling year-on-year, the future of golf could rest 
in womens’ hands.”

“There is a fear that it is diffi cult, it’s 
expensive, time consuming and male 
orientated, but we must continue to 
break down barriers and get more 
women playing golf.”

Champika Nanda Sayal
Secretary General, Women’s Golf Association of India
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H
e then went on to become a 
great golfer with 27 wins on the 
PGA Tour and 06 majors. It was 
remarkable that he pushed Jack 

Nicklaus to second place in four of them. 
Lee Trevino was not only a gol  ng great 
but is also considered to be the best talker 
the world of golf has seen. He also had a 
stint with US Marines and his golf career 
seriously took off only after he came out.
1971 was a great year for Lee Trevino and he 
arrived at Royal Birkdale for the 100th Open 

as the hot favourite after having won the US 
Open and Canadian Open in the preceding 
few weeks. He was surely on a hot streak 
and despite being immensely popular had to 
give way on popularity charts to a smiling 
golfer wearing a pork pie hat. The golfer 
was affectionately known by the media and 
public simply as Mr Lu. The relatively lesser 
known golfer from Taiwan was Lu Liang 
Huan and he gave Lee Trevino a tough 
 ght by matching him stroke for stroke and 

eventually losing by one stroke.

by Wg Cdr Arun Kumar Singh (Retd)
President, GCS&MAI

Mr Lu had a regular career with Formosa 
Air Force and had played generally on Japan 
and Asia Tours. He was relatively unknown 
outside Asia but he and Lee Trevino had 
known each other for many years. They had 
played against each other in 1960 as part of 
an Armed Forces competition as Trevino 
was then serving in the Marines. The result 
of the match between the two best players 
of each side went in favor of Mr Lu with a 
surprising score line of 8 and 7! Mr Lu was to 
later recall that win with typical modesty of 
a career professional to say that his win was 
because Trevino wasn’t very experienced 
back then! He went on to win the World 
Cup for Taiwan with his colleague Hsieh N. 
The team for Taiwan won for the  rst (and 
only) time by overcoming the challenge of 
43 other teams with stars like Gary Player, 
Tom Weiskopf, Tony Jacklinan and Sir Bob 
Charles playing for them. Lu Liang Huan 
remains the most successful player with a 
full time military career and not surprisingly, 
it was the injuries suffered in the crash of an 
Air Force aircraft in 1975 which became a 
setback in the progress of his career. 
Lu Liang Huan was remarkable in having 
chosen a career in Air Force without being 
in  uenced by the patriotism instilled by wars 
but he is not the only great golfer to have 
been lured by a career in the Air Force. We 
know the exploits of our own Hardit Singh 
Malik who joined the Royal Air Force after 
having been a Golf Blue at Oxford and then 
there’s Mindy Blake from New Zealand who 
joined the Royal air Force in 1936 when war 
clouds were swirling about. Blake rose to 
the rank of Wing Commander, shot down 
10 enemy aircrafts while being shot down 
twice himself and won a Distinguished 

AIR FORCES
HAD A FORMIDABLE CONNECTION 
WITH CHAMPIONS

Lee Trevino is one of the all time greats of modern golf. He grew up in abject poverty 
in Dallas, never knew his father, picked cotton in fi elds as a child and started caddying 
at the age of 8. He learnt his golf all by himself literally digging it out of dirt.

 
An all time great 

like Ben Hogan joining 
the Air Force would have 
been the greatest golfi ng 

catch for any Air Force 
but there was a bigger 
personality who chose 
the service over many 

other options. 

Ben Hogan



attraction remains an intriguing fact and its 
only experts who will be able to explain the 
coincidental choices of so many meant to 
show any other career as a lesser option.

It’s a coincidence that some of the greatest golfers 
across the world chose to serve in the Air Forces 
of their country. Hardit Singh Malik, Lu Liang Huan, 
Mindy Blake, Julius Boro, Ben Hogan and the 
‘Emperor’ Bobby Jones have all enriched the Air 
Forces of their choices. 
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Flying Cross. Blake was a Maths scholar and 
athlete before joining the Air Force. He went 
on to become a very good player but more 
importantly revolutionized Golf teaching by 
publishing an instructional book “The Golf 
Swing of the Future” which emphasized 
‘Leading with the Legs’.
The centre of gravity of golf had shifted 
to USA by the time Second World War 
began. The country was slowly drawn into 
the war and the destruction at Pearl Harbor 
created strong nationalistic feelings. Many 
golf professionals contributed by doing 
road shows in support of soldiers but some 
decided to enlist in the Armed Forces. Julius 
Boro, the oldest winner of US Open (he won 
it twice) served in the Air Force and turned 
Professional only after few years after his 
release. It’s a not a surprising coincidence 
that all the three major winners in 1946, after 
the war, were veterans. The lesser Known 
Mangrum (US Open) served in the Army 
and won a Purple Heart, the man with the 
highest number of PGA wins Sam Snead 
(British Open) joined the Navy and the 
indomitable enigma and great champion Ben 
Hogan (PGA Championship) served in the 
Air Force as a Lieutenant. Ben Hogan with 
his 09 Majors and 63 professional wins was 
unbeatable in his prime and his comeback 
from life threatening injuries was astounding. 
Hogan wasn’t done yet and went on to have a 
greater in  uence on the game by sharing his 
secrets discovered by digging from the dirt 
in the book ‘Five Fundamentals’. The book 
remains a perennial best seller till today and 
has been followed by hundreds of thousands 
golfers.
 An all time great like Ben Hogan joining 
the Air Force would have been the greatest 
gol  ng catch for any Air Force but there was 
a bigger personality who chose the service 
over many other options. The “Emperor of 
the Game” Bobby Jones, winner of Grand 
Slam, speci  cally asked for and got a 
commission in the Air Force. He was highly 
educated, had a great career in law, and had 
founded the great Augusta Golf Club and the 
Masters Championship before he asked for a 
commission in the Air Force. He was nearing 
40 and could have easily contributed to war 
effort by doing charity shows but Jones was 
made from a different material. He did not 
want a ceremonial appointment and was 
commissioned to take active part in the war. 
He saw active service in England and Europe 
with landing at Dunkirk just a day after the D 
Day being a high point in his service career. 
He rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
before being honorably discharged at the end 

of war. Jones was no ordinary individualand 
it wasn’t a surprise to people who knew him 
that he chose to serve in the Air Force. He 
returned to Augusta after the war without 
much fanfare in his typical modest fashion. 
Bobby Jones is arguably the greatest golfer 
of all time and is certainly the jewel in the 
crown for Air Forces round the world.
It’s a coincidence that some of the greatest 
golfers across the world chose to serve in 
the Air Forces of their country. Hardit Singh 
Malik, Lu Liang Huan, Mindy Blake, Julius 
Boro, Ben Hogan and the ‘Emperor’ Bobby 
Jones have all enriched the Air Forces of 
their choices. They all seem to have few 
qualities in common for they were all well 
educated, intelligent, articulate and above all 
modest in their utterances. A young service 
didn’t encumber itself with rigid traditions 
and was open to embrace diversity. It might 
have been the reason for attracting the best 
talent from the pool of golfers. This should 
not be construed to be showing other career 
choices as being any lesser option. The 

Lu Liang Huan Sardar H S Malik

Bobby Jones



40   G o l f P l u s    O C T O B E R   2 0 2 0 

From the Greens

entosa Golf Club is set to install two 
digesters that will make it the  rst club in 
Asia with the abilityto grind down food and 
horticultural waste to reuse as fertiliser on 
the golf course.

Using a Golf Sustainability Fund Grant awarded 
by The R&A, the Singapore-based club set on 
Sentosa Island will reuse 40kg of food waste 
generated each day along with the one tonne of 
horticultural waste produced every month.
The grant is part of a project that will also help 
bring sustainable organic waste management 
practices to golf courses in Asia with Sentosa 
Golf Club estimating cost savings of up to 30% 
on monthly waste disposal over a one-year 
period.
It also comes shortly after Sentosa Golf Club was 
announced as the world’s  rst golf club to sign 
the UN’s Sports for Climate Action Initiative.
Embarking on a two-stage process, the  rst will 
see Sentosa using a food waste bio-digester to 
process and grind down waste from its threeF&B 
outlets on site.  Once microbes are added to the 
waste it is ready for use as organic fertiliser on the 
golf courses, SMBC Singapore Open venue, The 
Serapong, and The New Tanjong, which hosts 
the HSBC Women’s World Championship and 
was also the chosen venue for the 10th edition of 
the Asia-Paci  c Amateur Championship (AAC)
and the inaugural Women’s Amateur Asia-Paci  c 
(WAAP) in 2018.
The second stage of the project will introduce 
a heavy duty woodchipper and bio-digester 
shredder to grind an estimated one tonne of 
horticulture waste that is generated per month at 
the club.  The club does not currently purchase 

FROM GASTRONOMY TO AGRONOMY

and apply compost material on the golf course, 
but foresees that a suitable compost by-product 
can be derived from this project and used to 
improve the golf course, including the retention 
of vital moisture across the fairways, thereby 
reducing the need for irrigation.  
Andrew Johnston, Director of Agronomy and 
General Manager at Sentosa Golf Club, said:“It 
is very humbling for Sentosa Golf Club to 
be chosen by The R&A to be part of its Golf 
Sustainability Fund. Personally, I’m very proud 
of what the club has achieved in recent years with 
its environmental efforts. The entire team at the 
club can be recognised for their hard work and 
dedication towards creating an environmentally 
sustainable environment – it has become a way 
of life at the club. 
“This grant will help us go along way towards 
further achieving our goals and the waste recycling 
project along with all the other initiatives we 
have implemented here at the club, will hopefully 
inspire other clubs around the world to play their 
part in becoming more sustainable.”
Chris Gray, Head of Sustainability and Agronomy 

– Asia-Paci  c at The R&A, added:“The R&A 
isextremely pleased to be able to work closely 
with Sentosa Golf Club through our sustainability 
fund and help them continue to raise the barand 
act as a model for other golf clubs around the 
world to follow in terms of environmental 
sustainability.”
Sentosa Golf Club’s green agenda was initially 
brought to the attention of the gol  ng world 
withthe launch of its #KeepItGreen campaign 
at the SMBC Singapore Open in January 2018. 
It saw a number of key environmental features 
implemented at the club, such as the creation 
of their own Bee colonies; using rechargeable 
lithium batteries in their golf carts; banning 
single use plastics from the golf course and 
replacing them with water stations; as well as 
installing electric vehicle charging sockets and 
building their own sustainable herb garden.
The club also unveiled a new global campaign, 
GAME ON, at the start of the year, which is 
designed to unite the global golf community 
in addressing the growing concerns of climate 
change. The aim is to educate and inspire 
the global gol  ng community, helping golf 
clubs around the world to better prepare by 
introducing modern sustainability practices to 
reduce their environmental impact. 
The campaign is closely aligned with The R&A’s 
2030 Golf Course Initiative that considers the 
impacts, both positive and negative, of the 
changing climate, resource constraints and 
regulation on course condition and playability. 
The R&A has also recently pledged their 
support of the GAME ON initiative.

HOW SENTOSA GOLF CLUB IS GRINDING DOWN FOOD WASTE TO USE 
ON ITS GOLF COURSES



week- he actually  nished seventh overall 
in driving distancebehind the likes of Rory 
Mcllroy, Dustin Johnson and Jon Rahm to 
name a few. Yet he’s the one with the trophy. 
He was also the only player to shoot under 
par on Sunday, his three-under 67 three shots 
better than the next best player. It was, without 
hyperbole, one of the best rounds in recent 
major championship history. What most people 
failed to notice was that it was a surprisingly 
balanced attack all week. Yes, he did pick up 
5.38 shots off the tee, third best in the  eld. But 
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He showcased a display of dominance 
that was eerily similar to the U.S. 
open 20 years prior in which Tiger 
Woods pretty much obliterated his 

competitors. The margin was not quite as severe 
(six strokes as opposed to Woods’ 15), but the 
magnitude of the victory feels quite similar. 
This victory for Bryson was in some ways the 
culmination of a full body transformation and a 
validation of his unusual playing style. His win 
last week, much like Tiger’s in 2000, is without 
a doubt sending some waves of change through 
the sport. 
Owed largely to media outlets and golf fans’ 
false perceptions, the overarching narrative 
from Bryson’s win seems to be that distance 
is now the name of the game and that “bomb 
and gauge” is the most effective style of 
play. However, allow me to point out the 
misconceptions in that particular storyline. 
Yes, Bryson did overpower Winged Foot. He 
refused to play for position and bludgeoned 
driver wherever feasible. But DeChambeau 
wasn’t the only guy hitting the ball miles this 

he actually gained more ground on his approach 
shots (6.98, third) and around the green (5.42, 
second), plus an additional 4.59 on the greens. 
And that’s the thing with Bryson. He’s one of 
the longest guys on tour, but it’s not like he’s 
playing a different ballgame than McIlroy, 
runner-up Matthew Wolff or World No. 1 
Dustin Johnson. To reduce his performance to 
his driving distance misses the fuller picture. 
He played well-rounded golf all week, and 
he won it with his approach play, which has 
typically been the weakest part of his game.
In all fairness, Bryson’s physical transformation 
does attract the bulk of public attention and 
puts focus on his driving distance, but it would 
be naïve to consider that his winning formula. 
Contrary to popular belief, the true revolution 
that DeChambeau has initiated is not a physical 
one, but an intellectual transformation. 
Take his single length irons, his new arm 
lock putting style or even his recent bulk up 
as examples. What Bryson has  gured out 
in his own playing style is something new 
entirely, and it has taken remarkable strength 
of character to go his own way in an often 
conformist game.Not to mention a rigorous 
commitment to actuallyfollow through on his 
own unconventional ambitions. He’s open to 
literally any idea that might make the sport 
easier and help him shoot a low score. He has 
the courage not just to seek out innovative 
ideas, but to pursue them and in doing so he’s 
constantly pushing the envelope. Playing a 
game that ties closely to tradition, Bryson 
unlike most other golfers, has the self-
con  dence to forge his own path and stumble 
upon his own innovations.
His performance at the US Open was a 
monumental validation of this new path he 
is forging in the game.It is my opinion that 
DeChambeau’s long-lasting effect on this 
game won’t be physical. It will be mental.His 
ability to consider golf in new counterintuitive 
ways will inevitably seep through the ranks 
of the sport and give players thecon  dence to 
embraceand cultivate their own individualistic 
playing styles, regardless of their skill level. 
And this is whatholds the power to truly 
“Change the Game”.

Changing 
THE GAME Ridhima Dilawari

Professional Golfer on the Ladies European Tour, 
Chinese LPGA and the WGAI. Previously ranked 

Number #1 Junior and Amateur in India.

The second major of the year is done and dusted, with the biggest talking point 
in golf being crowned as a worthy champion. Bryson DeChambeau bullied both 
Winged Foot and his competition in winning the US Open by six shots.

Bryson’s physical 
transformation does attract the 
bulk of public attention and puts 
focus on his driving distance, 
but it would be naïve to consider 
that his winning formula. 

Bryson de chambeau
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I hope all of you are keeping well and are happy to 
have gotten back to playing your favorite sport. 
By now most of you who are back to the game 

must have checked your golf bags to see what you 
need. During these months of the lockdown thoughts, 
imagination and whatsapp chats must have been  lled 
with these very questions. 

1)  What do I need to have to ‘up’ my game? 

2) Is there a good deal on offer right now?

3) When are the latest 2020 product expected to be launched?

4) Where and from whom can I expect to buy it? 

5) Should I just buy something second hand? 

Over the last decade India has evolved into an extremely competent 
and serious golf market. The entire range of every top global golf 
brand is now available here. Brands today in India not only provide 
the entire range of products but ensure to provide a smooth shopping 
experience for the consumer. All these golf companies are fully 
aware of the need to introduce custom  tting of their products and 
as a result we are now starting to create many excellent club  tters 
across the country.

The focus of most of these golf companies in India today is as 
follows: 
•  Launching products at the same time in India as the rest of the 

world
•  Keeping prices in line with the US prices or other key markets 
•  Assisting consumers to choose the right products through custom 

 tting options
•  Helping grow golf by assisting junior golf academies, supporting 

upcoming professional golfers, grow junior golf through events 
etc.

•  Service and Warranty: ensure consumers that buy products in 
India are taken care of with warranty.

This clearly makes India one of the top places globally to buy 
your golf equipment

In this piece I would like to introduce the readers to the people behind 
these brands and golf companies in India. They not only import the 
golf products but they are the people who ensure the blue print of golf 
retail in the country runs smoothly. I am hoping this small introduction 
will help you know them a little better and see what they have in store 
for all of us in the year 2020. What’s common among all of them is 
their multi-faceted personalities, their love for the game and broad-
minded approach to cater to the Indian gol  ng consumer. 

Amit Nigam 
E n t re p re n e u r,  a  p ro fe ss i o n a l  g o l f  i n s t r u c to r, 

s p o r t s  e n t h u s i a s t  &  c e r t i f i e d  c u s to m  f i t te r 
h a s  b e e n  i n vo l ve d  w i t h  G o l f  a s  a  p l a ye r  a n d 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  b u s i n e ss  o f  g o l f  a n d  i t s 
d e ve l o p m e n t  fo r  ove r  2  d e c a d e s .

BEHIND THE
BRANDS

Feature BEHIND THE SCENE

THE FACES
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Jerry was the  rst person in the 
country to introduce us all to the 
concept of custom  tting back in the 
early 90’s. He has been the face of 
Ping in India for 25 years now and due to his effort the brand 
has grown from strength to strength. He had spent 8 months in 
Arizona doing the  tting, repair and custom  tting course before 
he got the India distribution of Ping back in 1995. He wants to 
continue to be the leading club  tting company in the country 
taking the  tting experience a notch higher. 

Jerry is an extremely fun-loving 
gentleman who has an af  nity for 
the outdoors. A keen golfer, who 
loves treks,  shing, cycling, good 
food and spirit. This year he has 
big plans for Ping in India. 

NEW LAUNCHES TO LOOK 
OUT FOR WITH PING IN 
2020: 

G425 series of woods, irons and 
hybrids – 15th October 2020
G710 irons – In current circulation 
Glide 3 wedges – 1st October 2020

PING

FeatureBEHIND THE SCENE

MIZUNO, COBRA 
& BRIDGESTONE 

Zubin Bhaseen
Zubin is an extremely easygoing 
gentleman with a passion for golf and 
a sharp acumen for business. He is part 
of a family business that was established back in 1948 selling sports 
products and  tness products. He joined the business twelve years ago 
in 2008 and they ventured into the golf business soon after. By signing 
on Mizuno in 2013 they got into the distribution business of golf 
products. In 2018 Zubin brought Cobra Golf to India and now they have 
just signed on Bridgestone Golf to be in stores from November 2020. 
Zubin strongly believes  tting of products is essential to get maximum 
bene  ts of equipment. 

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR MIZUNO, COBRA & 
BRIDGESTONE 2020: 

• Mizuno JPX 921 Irons – 30th 
October 2020. 

• Mizuno ES21 wedges – 30th 
October 2020. 

• Bridgestone Golf balls – Tour B, 
E12 and the Treo Soft – November 
2020. 
(*** Currently Mizuno is also offering its 
line of New MP20 clubs and Cobra Speed-
zone series which are available in stores) 

Prashant grew up in the clean green steel city of Jamshedpur. He is a fun loving and jovial person who does 
a great job of leading team Callaway in India. Prashant is an absolute outdoor animal who loves wild life 
and nature, to travel, play golf and is also a very good singer. Prior to joining Callaway Prashant was with 
LG Electronics, Nikon India as an original member of the core team.

Callaway Golf was set up in India as a wholly owned subsidiary in 2010 and is currently the only golf 
company that is directly present in India. Prashant was part of the core team that had set up Callaway 
Golf in India. He took over as country head in 2016. Team Callaway ensure that they live by their 
commitment to the India market of providing the very best in terms of service, product and quality. He 
lives by the Mantra ‘Humble and Hungry’. 

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR CALLAWAY GOLF IN 2020: 
• New Big Bertha B21series of Drivers, fairway woods, irons
• Callaway CB Wedges – November 2020
(*** Also currently running is its series of the Mavrik clubs and Epic forged clubs)

CALLAWAY GOLF 
Prashant Singh 

Jerry Sethi
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The charismatic and 
smooth Rahul Khanna 
has been representing 
both Srixon and Cleveland for over 15 years 
now. Rahul is an extremely keen golfer and a 
family man. He loves to swim, enjoy good food 
& spirit. Rahul has helped Srixon and Cleveland 
to grow into one of the most sought-after brands 
in the country among better players as well as 
club golfer.

WHAT TO LOOK FORWARD TO FOR 
SRIXON AND CLEVELAND: 

• New Srixon Z5 and Z7 series of irons – 20th 
October’2020

• RTX Zip core 
wedges – 7th 
October’2020

SRIXON & 
CLEVELAND
Rahul Khanna

Feature BEHIND THE SCENE

How to shop for golf in India? 

Golf retail in India happens primarily through golf pro-shops at clubs, a 
growing number of online players and stand-alone golf stores. Gol  ng 
experts usually in the form of professional golfers or club  tter are the 
best suited to guide golfers correctly for their equipment needs. 

I would like to conclude today by saying that we stand at the cusp of an 
industry that is showing growth and strength for the coming years. I urge 
the Indian consumers to continue to support the industry as now shopping 
in India has more bene  ts than ever. 

Stay Safe. Happy Gol  ng!

TAYLORMADE and  UNDER 
ARMOUR

TITLEIST & FOOTJOY
Anand & 
Deepali Gandhi 

engineer who moved from his family business of manufacturing of 
medical and electronic equipment to the golf business two decades 
ago. His passion for the game and the growing golf business drew 
him in this direction. Anand who is always complimented for his 
dashing looks has a keen interest in  tness, swimming, golf, good 
food and Beer. 
Together both Anand and Deepali love 
to travel. Being in the golf business 
ensures they get more than their share 
of travel together. 

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 
TITLEIST AND FOOTJOY 2020: 
• Titleist TSi Driver – 15th November 
2020
• Titleist Tour Speed Golf Balls – 15th 
October 2020
• Foot Joy Tour ex Golf Shoe – 10th 
October 2020

Ateet Gaur
Ateet has been synonymous with the TaylorMade brand 
in India for over 16 years now. He was part of the original 
TaylorMade team in India when it was the  rst golf company 
to set up in Indiaback in 2004. He held the position of 
Managing Director TaylorMade & Adidas Golf India and then in the year 2014 he decided 
to take the plunge and take over the of  cial distribution of TaylorMade and Adidas Golf 
products in India. Along with that he also has the representation for Under Armour golf in 
India. Ateet has an extremely strong connect with retailers and dealers across the country. 

• He is deeply passionate about golf and plays at least thrice per week. 
• He is extremely religious and takes a keen interest to visit religious places and temples 
across the country. 
• He loves to socialize and hang out with close mates. 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM TAYLOR MADE IN 2020: 
Taylor Made has some exciting new launches that are scheduled between October and 
December 2020. 
• P770 Irons, P-7MB Irons, P -7MC Irons – Expected 15th 
October 2020
• TaylorMade Spider X and Spider F Putter – 1st October 
2020. 
(***Current running line is the TaylorMade SIM series which seems to be 
winning every other week) 

The sweet and spicy couple 
Anand and Deepali Gandhi have 
represented Acusnet Golf in India for over 25 years now. Their 
love for golf, travel and business brought them into this  eld 
and they are now the one of the most prominent faces in the golf 
business today. 
Deepali who was the former president of the Golf Industry 
Association moved from her family business of manufacturing 
of engineering products to manufacturing of golf products back 
in 1991. She is a complete all-rounder with a keen acumen in 
business, an excellent cook, gardening her ecosystem of plants 
at her lovely house, excellent at interior decoration and the list is 
never ending. 
Anand who forms the other half of this duo is an electrical 



a sixth place  nish and a lot to look forward in the coming 
months. Now that he seems to be back on track, consistency is 
now the key for both, him and Tvesa along with a strong belief 

in themselves will have the world stand up and take notice of Indian 
golf.

Bryson DeChambeau did something which none of his 
peers thought he would, won the Championship and 
changed the game forever.
It seemed  tting, really, because his performance, 
a four-day exhibition of strength across one of the 

most treacherous golf courses on the planet, silenced anyone who 
questioned his methods. It muted those who laughed as he put on 
30 pounds and started swinging for the fences and shushed people 
who mocked his scienti  c approach to golf.
He has proved that science does give you the answers when you 
seek them earnestly and believe in the process. Be it any process 
you undertake, believing in it and following through will give you 
high chances of objective success.
Look at it this way; Bryson was in the gym every single day during 
the lockdown while the third round leader Matt Wolff lazed it 
around. Different approaches but works for the both of them. There 
was as much chance of Matt winning as Bryson going into the  nal 
day.
Strength is the key component of power and it is the power that 
dictates how long you will drive the golf ball out on the golf course. 
DJ needs less muscle density to do it 
than Bryson but what remains most 
important is that what you do off 
course will show on course. 
Your nervous system is like a 
computer, if you program it with 
poor quality information, it is not 
going to give you the best outputs 
and you will see the same on the 
golf course. Bryson has turned a 
lot of those sitting on the fence into 
believers now, that’s for sure.
Talking of belief, it was very 
heartening to see Tvesa make the 
 nal group at the Lacoste Ladies Open De France and play with the 

eventual champion. Must have given her a  rst-hand look at what it 
takes to close out a win at that level. I really believe she will come 
through with a win sooner rather than later. 
Anirban also had a good week in the Dominican Republic with 

   G o l f P l u s     O C T O B E R   2 0 2 0    4 5

Feature

By Brandon de Souza

FROM MY DIARY… OCTOBER 2020

Life is full of surprises. The coronavirus is a prime example how within a matter of 
weeks the world had come to a screeching halt. As the roads fell silent, so did the 
golfi ng world during the fi nal round of US Open at Winged Foot. 

Brandon de Souza is the President of Golf Industry Association. He is the 
Chairman & Managing Director of Tiger Sports Marketing & Brandon de 

Souza Management Services. He advises brands on using golf as a platform.

Tvesa Malik
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hat is even more intriguing about his 
vision is that he never actually lived 
to visit the city but had planned it all 

in his mind’s eye. 
Now home to two gol  ng greens, the city 
boasts of an ambiance where people are 
passionate about sports. A few middle aged 
women donning sports shoes with their Salwar 
Kurta, a group of elderly men practicing 
laughter therapy, sprinting youngsters and the 
children chasing each other, the evenings of 
Jamshedpur resemble its mornings.

Passing the Baton
The culture of sports in the city is credited to 
Sir Dorabji Tata, the son of Jamsetji Tata. 
Sir Dorabji distinguished himself at sports 
by winning honours for cricket and football. 
He also participated in sprinting events and 
became an expert rower and was also a  ne 
horseman. Due to this, we later saw him 
take over as the  rst President of the Indian 
Olympic Association in 1927. In fact, India’s 
participation in the Antwerp Olympic Games 
in 1920 was made possible by him, he also 

 nanced the Indian Contingent that went to 
the Paris Olympic in 1924. Moreover, he was 
also a member of the International Olympic 
Committee.
The will to  nd the best sports talent of 
India made him scour the country with the 
help of Young Men’s Christian Association 
tour. From Willingdon Sports Club, the 
Parsi Gymkhana, the High Schools Athletic 
to the Bombay Presidency Olympic Games 
Association, he left no stone unturned to 
encourage sports in the country.

The city that 
breathes sports: 

Jamshedpur
Lush green gardens and lawns, reserved places for football, hockey, parks and earmarked 
areas for Hindu temples, Churches and Mosques, Jamshedpur is the reality of the vision 

that Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata, the founder of the Tata Group had for this town. 

By Farzan Heerjee

T.V. Narendran, CEO & MD, Tata Steel (in yellow t-shirt), left to him is Chanakya Chaudhary, VP Corporate Services, and Ruchi Narendran with the winners



When Jamshedpur completed 75 years of 
its existence, a Sports stadium was built 
for the citizens, making the company’s 
commitment to sports even stronger. Known 
as the Father of Indian aviation, Jehangir 
Ratanji Dadabhoy Tata remained a  tness 
buff for his entire life. His passion for sports 
and love for children was the reason why 
the stadium was named JRD Tata Sports 
Complex. Inaugurated by JRD Tata himself, 
it is a multi-use stadium with an International 
size Football pitch. He was also the President 
of Tata Sports Club for more than 40 years 
and had been active in football, aquatics and 
weightlifting.
It was Naval Tata who kept this torch 
ignited, his stint as the President of Indian 
Hockey Federation from 1946 to 1961 was 
also known as the golden era of the game as 
the team completed the  rst hat-trick after 
Independence by winning it in 1948, 1952 
and 1956. He also served as the President of 
the All India Council for Sports. To provide 
the youth of the tribal belt of Jharkhand a 
platform to prove their mettle at Hockey 
and to honour the contribution of Naval Tata 
to the development of this game, The Tata 
Trust and Tata Steel opened the Naval Tata 
Hockey Academy in 2018 at Jamshedpur and 
Bhubaneswar. 
It is a quirk of fate that National Sports Day, 
August 29 falls around the birth anniversaries 
of two ardent supporters of sports Sir Dorabji 
Tata, 27th August and Naval Tata, 30th 
August along with Tata Steel’s Foundation 
Day, 26th August. The streak of these 
important days is commemorated by a ten 
days sporting extravaganza culminating on 
National Sports Day. This year, the company 
celebrated National Sports Day in a unique 
way by conducting a virtual panel discussion 
with Hockey legends and Olympians. 
The National Sports day marks the birth 
anniversary of the legendary Major Dhyan 
Chand, who won three Gold medals for India 
in the Olympic games of 1928, 1932, and 
1936. The webinar was graced by Hockey star 
and the son of Dhyan Chand, Ashok Kumar, 
Tennis player and Padma Shri Leander Peas, 
along with his father Dr. Vece Paes, 
a Hockey Olympian (1972), Gurbax 
Singh and Dilip Tirkey.

Sports and 
Jamshedpur
Ingrained in the history of 
Jamshedpur, Sports is a way of life...! 
Being one of the foremost promoters 
of Indian sports, Tata steel has hugely 
contributed in providing a culture of 

sports like football, archery, athletics, hockey 
and golf.
In a cricket crazy country, Jamshedpur 
has earned a spot on the Map as a city that 
harbours every sport, especially football. 
The story of football is extremely rich in 
Jamshedpur as the city fell in love with the 
game with the establishment of Jamshedpur 
Sporting Association (JSA). Incidentally, 
this year, the association is celebrating its 
platinum jubilee having completed 75 years. 
Every year, 52 soccer teams participate in 
the JSA football league and more than 80 
matches are played. However, this year due 
to COVID-19, the league has been cancelled 
considering the safety and security of players 

and staff. 
Jamshedpur witnessed the 
thrill of this amazing game 
through the Super Soccer 
series in the time when cable 
television was still a luxury 
for many Indian homes. 
Tata Steel not only gave the 
footballers an environment 
of performing in front of 
a packed stadium but also 

gave Jamshedpur the experience of watching 
live football matches. Organised some 35 
years ago, the series had the honour of having 
International clubs like Bochum, FC Lyn, 
PSV Eindhoven and Sao Paulo and stars like 
Maizena, Fonseca, Neto and Santos. Taking 
this forward, Tata Steel launched the Tata 
Football Academy in 1986. In 1991, the JRD 
Tata Sports Complex was opened which has a 
capacity of 40,000 and now is considered as 
the home of Jamshedpur FC.
In 2017, the company explored the 
commercial side with Jamshedpur Football 
Club, which competes in ISL, India’s premier 
Football League. Along with this a lot of 
grassroot programs are launched that cover 
around 30 to 40 thousand children every 

year to make 
them aware and 
encourage them 
towards taking up 
sports as a career. 
Today the 
company has 
established 5 
Sports Academies 
for Football, 
Archery, Hockey, 
Adventure and 

JRD Tata Sports Complex
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Athletics. Besides this, we have 18 Training 
centres (which includes Golf). In addition to 
this, the city prides itself in having a High 
Performance Centre equipped with modern 
day scienti  c equipment to support and 
enhance performance, reduce the downtime 
of injury and increase the rate of recovery 
of the athletes. The centre also has a team 
of expert Strength & Conditioning coaches, 
Psychologists, Nutritionist, Physiotherapists, 
Massage specialists & Sports Analyst, who 
plan an all-round development for every 
athlete. 
Since 7 years, a culture of Marathons and 
Runs has evolved under the company’s 
support. Initiated in 2014 with the 
organisation of Jamshedpur Run-a-
Thon, now every year various marathon 
events are held like Tata Steel Kolkata 
Marathon 25K which is a marquee event, 
Tata Steel Noamundi Marathon and Tata 
Steel Bhubaneswar Run-a-Thon. An 
avid Marathon runner himself, Mr TV 
Narendran, CEO & MD, Tata Steel at the 
age 55 demonstrates that we don’t run 

by our feet but instead our heart! Today, 
 tness may come across as a trend but it 

has always been a part of the company’s 
core philosophy and vision for the nation.
The years of relentless dedication and 
the determination to show up at the  eld 
everyday shape an athlete. Over the decades, 

the outstanding sports persons of Tata Steel 
have made the nation and the company proud 
by winning medals at various International 
and National tournaments. Under the canopy 
of Tata Steel’s legacy and sponsorship to 
sports, this journey of perseverance has 
brought many laurels to the company, to the 
state and to the nation. Tata Steel has a long 
Roll of Honour of distinguished awardees 
with 1 Padma Bhushan, 11 Padma Shri, 
1 Khel Ratna, 1 Dhyan Chand Lifetime 
Achievement, 6 Dronacharya and 42 Arjuna 
awardees in the  eld of sports. 

Golf in Jamshedpur
Golf transformed from an “old man’s game” 
to one of the most stylish games of this 
century. The popularity of the game in recent 
decades has motivated many youngsters to 
take up Golf, hence it will not be surprising 
to see this city producing the likes of Jeev 
Milkha Singh in coming years. 
It was the year 1920 that truly laid the 
foundation of Golf in Jamshedpur with the 
establishment of Beldih club, the  rst of the 
two golf courses of the city. The second Golf 
course was Golmuri club, established in 
1928. Spread across 6000 sq. yards of green, 
the Beldih Golf course has a Nine-hole course 
in a park land style, whereas the Golmuri 
Golf Course has 18 holes. Famous for its 
traditional hospitality, the Beldih Golf course 
has a lively food and dining culture.
The Golmuri is a more versatile and a 
challenging course one due to the tight 
fairways and well-located bunkers. What adds 
to its charm is the surrounding hills, giving a 
scenic environment that makes gol  ng even 
more fun.
Once bedded with rocks, the course had a 
tough terrain so much so that legend has 
it “when the 4th person teed off, the  rst 
person’s ball was still rolling!” The boundary 
walls and the watering system came up in the 
late 80’s and today both the courses are living 
up to the standards of modern architecture.

Down memory lane
A little bit of contention is the soul of any 
sport and one of the most intense rivalries 
between clubs started way back in 1978 
between Beldih vs. Tolly. It drove not only 
players but also people towards the game. The 
tournaments between the clubs are always 
a talk of the town as every player exudes a 
certain passion that can only be seen around 
this keenly contested battle.
The credit of further invigorating this rivalry 
goes to the trio of Anwar Hasan, KC Mehra 
and Late Nosh Tankariwala. In the 90’s they 

The culture of sports 
in the city is credited 

to Sir Dorabji Tata, the 
son of Jamsetji Tata. Sir 
Dorabji distinguished 
himself at sports by 
winning honours for 
cricket and football. 

Summer camp being inaugurated by Mrs Ruchi Narendran

Golmuri Golf Club
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introduced the team-auction system which 
added an exciting dimension to the typical 
golf matches. No matter whoever won, an 
atmosphere of camaraderie and con  icts 
of interest led to a plenty of discussion and 
banter while creating lifelong memories along 
the way. This spirit of the game was often 
carried to the kitchen as both the clubs served 
their best delicacies with exquisite cuisines. It 
is our current Golf Captain Sanjiv Paul, who 
promoted the idea of all the team members 
travelling together in a train which resulted 
in an entire bogie reserved for 70 odd golfers 
and their spouses and added a tremendous 
amount of bonding with lots of sing song and 
music going to and fro. With thrilling matches 
and even more thrilling train journeys, many 
players of the Beldih-Tolly matches now have 
a lifetime of gol  ng stories to tell.
Another famous rivalry that piqued a lot of 
interest was-the Gujjus vs. the Rest. The 
event was so full of fun that it got entrenched 
in the gol  ng calendar of those days. More 
importantly the event was always attended 
by the Managing Director of Tata Steel, 
especially who did not wield the club like 
Dr Jamshed Irani in the past and Mr TV 
Narendran in recent times. 
These rivalries helped establish a tradition 
that will be passed onto future generations to 
cherish the game and its legacy. 
Extending its un  inching support to Golf, Tata 
Steel sponsors two major tournaments, the 
Tata Open and the Steel City tournament. 
Started in 2002 and usually held in December 
the Tata Open brings the best professional 
golfers of the country to Jamshedpur. This 
season ending Championship features the 
top 60 players of the PGTI Order of Merit. 
In 2019, the tournament was attended by 
Jeev Milkha Singh (13 international wins), 
Gaganjeet Bhullar (10 international wins), 
Jyoti Randhawa (9 international wins) 
and SSP Chawrasia (6 international wins). 
Being the umbrella sponsor for PGTI (The 
Professional Golf Tour of India), Tata Steel 
embodies the vision of its founding fathers for 
sports.
The other most-awaited tournament is the 
Steel City Golf Championship. A night of 
performance by the renowned bands with 
great music and delectable food, the event 
concludes with a sit-down lunch at Beldih 
Club for golfers. Such tournaments also 
open many doors for amateur golfers who 
get a chance to participate. The Steel City 
Tournament is a three day affair and now is 
in its 70th edition. With so many lunches, 
dinners and lunches it is often quipped that 
“we also played golf”!
This year whilst the pandemic has paused 

everything, sports has continued at Tata Steel 
through virtual events for athletes, webinars 
from top Olympians and digital summer camp 
for children. The grit to champion the odds 
is what makes a sportsperson, the aim is not 
only to promote sports but to prepare world 
class athletes.

Built on the values of its sound lineage, the 
promotion of sports will always remain an 
integral part of the company’s ethos. The 
continuum of this everlasting journey of 
achieving mastery at sports and inculcating 
the culture of  tness among the masses is 
what Tata steel strives for. 

It was the year 1920 that truly laid the 
foundation of Golf in Jamshedpur with 

the establishment of Beldih club, the first 
of the two golf courses of the city. The 
second Golf course was Golmuri club, 

established in 1928. Spread across 6000 
sq. yards of green.

Feature

Beldih Golf Course

Sanjiv Paul (standing in white t-shirt) and his Beldih team travelling to Kolkata!
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I
n a year hit by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
this would be the best thing to happen 
for Aditi Ashok and the women’s Golf 
in India. Aditi Ashok from Bangaluru 

conferred with Arjuna Award.
Aditi Ashok became the youngest and  rst 
Indian to win the Lalla Aicha Tour School 
and secured her Ladies European Tour card 
for the 2016 season. This win also made her 
the youngest winner of a Q School for an 
international tour. Not only that, she is the 
 rst and the only Indian golfer who played 

the Asian Youth Games (2013), Youth 
Olympic Games (2014), Asian Games (2014) 
and Olympic Games (2016). She is a live 
example of women’s golf growing in India.
Talking about Women’s Golf in India, 
Champika Sayal, Secretary General, WGAI 
added “Aditi Ashok’s Arjuna Award is a huge 
boost for young female golfers. I am sure 
many young hardworking players will make 
India’s coveted sports award their big dream 
to chase in the coming years.”

ADITI ASHOK 
HONOURED WITH 
ARJUNA AWARD

The Ahmedabad Elite Golfers 
Association had organised “Taega Team 
Championship” sponsored by Sanctum 

Wealth Management & City Estate Management 
powered by Tailors Point at prestigious Kalhaar 
Blues & Greens Golf Club, Ahmedabad.
The tournament was participated by 19 teams 
comprising 6 golfer each with a total of 114 
golfers. Each team had to grind through a 
stable ford quali  er round for entering the 
 nals which was fought between four teams in 

a 3 way individual match play. On a pulsating 
 nish team True-Revo (comprising Rohan 

Shah, Aditya Parikh, Rishabh Parikh, Adit 
Sanjanwala, Daksh Bidiwala and Arshpreet 
Thind) emerged as winners in category of 
Low Handy Cap and team Sharp Shooters 
(comprising Chirag Thakkar, Arpit Mashruwala, 
Ravi Dalal, Dharmendra Zaveri, Kunal Shan & 
Karan Malik) clinched the title in category of 
High Handy Cap.
Tournament was played under the strict vigil 

TAEGA TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP AT KALHAAR 
BLUES & GREENS

“I am honoured to have received the prestigious 
Arjuna Award. It is great recognition for golf as 
well as women’s golf in India and hopefully will 
motivate other girls to pursue golf as a career. 
As a kid, I always enjoyed playing the game and 

that is what kept my journey going. You never 
start playing a sport to receive awards but when 
they do come it’s always gratifying. It motivates 
me to work harder and perform better every 
time I compete.”

of Shri Vijay Divecha as tourney director, 
who ensured that golf rules were not mend for 
anybody’s advantage in spite of temperatures 
soaring high on the neatly manicured and 
immaculate golf course of Kalhaar Blues & 
Greens.
Proud Venue partner KBG had laid down strict 
social distancing and sanitising norms which 
were adhered to by each and every golfer.
Emphasis was given on single player on single 
cart without caddy to minimise the risk of 
pandemic. During such gloomy and tough times 
such an event has given a ray of hope that all is 
not bad & slowly but cautiously we are inching 
towards our old normal but with adapting the 
new norms governed by this catastrophe!!



SHORT LISTED ENTRIES
1. Narinder Chopra
2. Puneet Madan
3. Saumya Kansal
4. Ankush Chadha
5. Rishi Sahai
6. Peter Remedios

7.  Ashish Mathur
8. Shubham Kothari
9. Subhash Goel
10. Kapil Arora
11. Lalit
12. Prateek Pant

13. Rahul Tripathi
14. Desmond Theophilus
15. Amit Luthra
16. Arun Kishore
17. Sharad Maheshwari

Abha Jain
Hassanali Bulsara

Kishore Thakur 
Manik Khanna

Brandon Desouza

AND THE WINNERS ARE

 

Abha Jain

Hassanali Bulsara

Brandon DeSouza

Manik KhannaManik Khanna

Kishore Thakur



A
fter cooling heels and the clubs, the 
golfers saw some action at the ITC 
Classic Golf and Country Club on 26th 

September 2020. 

The 8th edition of the Corporate Team 
Challenge was played over 18 holes on the 
Golf League Two9 Format. This day marked 
the inaugural event to be played on this new 
team format with the event being managed 
by SLW Golf Management.

8TH EDITION OF THE 
CORPORATE TEAM CHALLENGE

After a whole week of bright sun the day was 
greeted the golfers with a pleasant weather 
on the course. The quality conditions and 
the blooming state of the course had 
appreciations from the participants and the 
guests. The scoring was done on the Gross 
Stableford format and a special powerzone 
was created to reward players with skills.

Strict social distancing norms were followed 
as per the guidelines of the government 

witnessing some great golf. The day ended 
with a beautiful prize distribution ceremony 
which saw the presence of around 60 
golfers. Few generous sponsors came 
forward in supporting this event like SBI 
Card, Tourism Authority of Thailand New 
Delhi office, PNB Housing, JCB, Three Sixty 
degrees and Vikas Exports which embarked 
the unlocking of the phase of the golfing 
community.
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Corporates set to return to golf after a long sited break at the Classic Golf & Country Club

(L-R) Arvind Nigam, Sunita Dutt, 
Punam Chawla and Amita Jalta

(L-R) - Rakesh Mehta, Satish Mehta, Premjit Singh and 
Rishi Wadhera

(L-R) Nishant Kalia, Vikas Mahajan, 
Rajeev Kumar Pandey and Amit Batra

(L-R) Rao Inderjeet Singh, Ravi Burman, Sanjay 
Singh and Gen Arun Sahni

(L-R) Sandeep Bansal, Hyoungsuk Kwon, 
Anuj Khanna and Anand Gupta

(L-R) Tridibes Basu, S. Madhavan, 
Sarvpreet Singh and Arvinder Singh Brar

(L-R) Wuttikearti Srithong, Supattra 
Kioklang, Jusraunaq Singh and Aso Lori

Dosang Chung, Hyeong Sik Park, Sukrit Singh and 
Jong Dae Kim

Jaideep brar, Ajay wadhwa, Kishore Thakur, 
Narendar Pal
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RESULTS
Winner Team - Kia 4: Jong Dae Kim & Sukrit Singh 
Runner up Team- Divot & Duff : Hritik Gandhi & Shushant Khanna
2nd Runner up Team: Swingers: Sidharth Chaudhary & Simran Singh
Longest Drive Team: Anant Gupta & Sandeep Bansal
Longest Drive: Hritik Gandhi
Power Drive (JCB): Runner up - Col. Sanjay Verma, Winner - Sidharth Chaudhary
Straightest Drive: Ms Sunita Dutt & Mr. Premjit Singh
Closest to Pin: Jasraunaq Singh

2nd Runner Up Team Swingers -Sidharth Chaudhary & 
Simran Singh receiving the trophy from Khun Vachirachai, 
Director Tourism Authority of Thailand, New Delhi office

Keshav Kumar, Manager, ITC and team, Classic Golf Resort  
receiving token of appreciation at the prize distribution

Shalini Tomar, Businesshead, GolfPlus Monthly magazine 
and Khun Vachirachai, Director Tourism Authority of 
Thailand, New Delhi office at the prize distribution ceremony

Ranjan Suri, Businesshead of PNB Housing giving away the 
Closest to Pin winners trophy to Jasraunaq Singh

Winning Team Kia 4 - Jong Dae Kim & Sukrit Singh collecting the trophy from 
Khun Vachirachai, Director Tourism Authority of Thailand, New Delhi office

Vikas Mahajan, Managing Director, Vikas Exports 
handing the Straightest Drive trophy to Sunita Dutt & 
Premjit Singh (Both were on the line)

Amit Batra, Executive Vice President & Head, 
SBI Cards handing over the Power Drive (JCB) 
Winner trophy to Sidharth Chaudhary

Longest Drive Team - Anant Gupta & 
Sandeep Bansal

Team Divot & Duff - Hritik Gandhi & Shushant 
Khanna receiving the Runner Up trophy

Longest Drive Winner Hritik Gandhi with Amit 
Batra, Executive Vice President & Head, SBI Card

Team Erricson- Fredric Andreasson and Johan Tornqvist receiving 
the early bird prize

SBI Card booth at the prize distribution

PNB Housing at the Club House

Nageen & Pinki Arora at the prize distribution



L
ittle Master Junior Golf Tour started their 9thseason with baby steps due to the current pandemic. Keeping 
the safety of all, small gol  ng days were organized with the requisite rules being followed. 
The event saw 3 gol  ng days in August/ September starting with a Skills Challenge at Ambience Greens 

followed by a 9+9 Monsoon Challenge also at Ambience Greens and lastly the Little Master DGC Peacock 
course challenge at Delhi Golf Club. 

LITTLE MASTER JUNIOR GOLF DAYS

GolfPlus speaks with Jaikrit Bhattacharya, an avid junior golfer 
on his golf journey of acceptance.
“Many of us just blindly accept what society tells us is possible and 
what is not but it’s crazy how much it undermines an individual’s 
potential. The truth honestly is that we are a product of the choices 
we make. Believing that you need to give up everything you love to 
excel in your profession, is a choice. We primarily have two choices: 
we can either accept the status quo and abide by its expectations or 
dare to challenge it. Every day, I try to choose the latter. And I know 
that getting life advice from a 16 year old seems like a joke but hey, 
if you could believe that One Direction was reuniting, you sure as 
hell can give this a shot. In my 16 years of experience, I think most of 
us waste our time competing and I’m not here to compete, I’m here 
to dominate. I believe that we are what we repeatedly do and hence, 
excellence should be a habit and not just an act.”

ACE GOLFER BRIG. ABROL 
SCORES HOLE-IN ONE AT 
JTGC

B
rig. (Retd) Om Prakash Abrol, an ace golfer from Jammu, 
scored a hole-in-one at Jammu Tawi Golf Course (JTGC), 
Sidhra.

Brig. Om Prakash Abrol is the 6th ace golfer of this golf course 
who made a hole-in- one shot during play at Hole No: 7.
Expressing deep joy and pleasure, Secretary, Jammu Tawi Golf 
Course, Lal Chand on behalf of Management of JTGC and its 
member congratulated Brig. Om Prakash Abrol and wished him 
good health and all success in his future life.

RESULTS:
SKILLS CHALLENGE OVERALL 
TOP 3 PLAYERS

1. Ranveer Mitroo     
2. Armin P. Singh  
3. Arjun Malhotra

18 Hole Overall Top 
Positions:
1st- Aravvir S. Bachal
2nd- Palakshi Sehrawat
3rd- Trish Kalkal
4th- Rohan Chaudhary
5th- Aryaveer Lamba

Champion of the Day (B 18 
holes): 
Vedant Banerjee
Champion of the Day (G 18 
holes): 
Sharanya Sah
Champion of the day (G 9 
holes): 
Naina Kapoor
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Jaikrit Bhattacharya



evident in his expressions. During the  rst two holes, one 
of our usual topics of discussion would be to  gure out a 
way of getting Indiver to restart golf.”
He played golf for more than 35 years, with the same 
excitement and passion. His gol  ng tales go from Delhi, 
Chandigarh Golf Course, Srinagar, Goa to as far as 
Vancouver!

IN MEMORIUM: YASH PAL DAS 
(1946 - 2020)

Members of South Asian 
Fellowship of Gol  ng 
Rotarians expressed deep 

grief and shock on receiving the 
news of the untimely passing 
of eminent Rotarian Yash Pal 
Das of Ambala. The Prayer 
Meeting will be held on the 6th 
October’2020. 
Yash Pal Das was a former 
Director of Rotary International, 
a very high position for a person 
in the Rotary hierarchy. He was 
a dedicated Rotarian, much 
respected in the Rotary world 
and outside. Besides being a 
successful business person and a golfer, he was a great motivator, an 
orator par excellence and a well known philanthropist.
Yash Pal had served Rotary as an India PolioPlus Committee member, 
regional Rotary Foundation coordinator, President’s representative, 
training leader, and Group Study Exchange team leader. He had also 
received the Foundation’s Citation for Meritorious Service and the 
Regional Service Award for a Polio-Free World.

Indiver Rastogi with Sarvpreet Singh
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T
here is no better way to remember a 
passionate golfer, than playing golf at 
his favourite course. Mr. Brij K Rastogi 

- fearless & focused, kind & spirited has 
been an inspiration for many. An avid 
golfer, he played at Delhi Golf Club which 
quite literally was his second or rather  rst 
home, and as his wife quotes “golf his  rst 
wife!”
A tribute to his memory - Brij K Rastogi 
Memorial Cup, was organised on 1st 
September 2020, on his birth anniversary 
at the Delhi Golf Club. His golf buddies, 
friends & family including his 
caddies - all were a part of the 
tournament on his favourite greens, 
celebrating his birthday, just as he 
would have loved to do! 
To put into the words of his 
gol  ng partner Sarvpreet Singh 
who incidently won the inaugural 
tournament. “I had the privilege of 
playing golf with Uncle, once every 
week, all through 2019. A round would 
usually start with him coming along in the 
golf cart and parking it right next to the 1st 
Tee off on the B course. Being a calm and 
soft spoken person, he’d quietly go about 
his pre shot routine. Irrespective of the shot, 
the sheer joy of playing golf was always 

The Players 

BRIJ K RASTOGI MEMORIAL CUP

GULMOHAR RETURNS TO GOLF

Slowly where we see golfers getting back to the course under strict 
precautions. Few golf courses have also initiated tournaments 
and events for the golf enthusiasts to engage in. Gulmohar 

Greens Golf Course is one of the course who started this quite early. 
5/11 Gulmohar Golfer of the Year 2020 took place on 26th & 27th 
September as part of the HDFC Bank-Go Golf 2020 calendar.

RESULTS: 
H’cap 6-14: Winner - Avtrar Singh, Runner up - Yash Shah
H’cap 15-22: Winner - S P Singh, Runner up - Brg A K Singh 
H’cap 23-30: Winner - Raman Kumar Singh, Runner up - HP Singh Arora
Longest Drive – Biswadeep Dey
Closest To Pin – Vishal Desai
2nd Shot Closest To Pin - Ravi Dalal

Avtar Singh Raman Kumar Singh S P Singh

Oncourse Winner- Anil Dev



“I don’t know what to say. That’s just the 
complete opposite of what you think a US 
Open champion does” said Mcllroy. And I 
know many of Bryson’s nay sayers are having 
to eat their words.

So what does this mean for the sport? Well, 
I can assure you that the golf pundits are 
scratching their heads right now. Hmm let’s 
get the driver out of his bag? Some are certain 
to think that and I hope they don’t go down 
that route. Like Tiger, he is good for the game. 
People want to see this kind of bold aggressive 
and fearless play. That’s how Heroes play. Too 

By Digraj Singh

must confess that I had mixed 
feelings when I took a big punt in 
using the term “Beamonesque” for 
Bryson DeChambeu during the 
July article. And then I got even 

bolder in making a prediction that he will have 
Beamonesque performances. What are you 
thinking Digraj? I queried myself. I thought I 
was getting a bit ahead of myself but I really 
had such a strong intuition about him, pretty 
much like what I had for Jeev and Ivan Lendl 
for those two earlier predictions I wrote about 
in that article. But a 6 shot win by Bryson at 
the US Open validated my intuition and also 
indicated that the game has changed. Forever.

I am a big believer in the power of the mind. 
I’ve experienced it as a player and what Bryson 
was doing at all levels suggested that he has an 
intensely powerful mind-set, much like what 
we have seen with Tiger and if I may add, with 
Bruce Koepka and Dustin Johnson recently. 
It’s a Beamonesque mind-set. Tiger got the 
ball rolling with such an attitude. On all fronts. 
With  tness, focus, mind-set, swing and the 
determination to outwork anyone else. A La 
Michael Jordon. World golf reacted by Tiger 
proo  ng the courses, lengthening the holes, 
narrowing the fairways, growing the roughs, 
etc. but then the duo of Koepka and Johnson 
just took it to another level. By averaging 330 
yards and  ying it over all the trouble.

And then here comes Bryson, who has taken 
it to just another new level. And with a belief 
that he can hit it even further. One has to keep 
in mind that one does not win the US Open 
by just hitting it longer. His short game was 
immaculate, he putted well, his mind-set 
was totally fearless and most importantly, 
he navigated the roughs with ease not seen 
before. Sure, his added strength and bulk 
helped. But all these point to the fact that he 
has taken all attributes of the game to another 
level and announced that there is a new way to 
play this sport. I wonder how they are going to 
Bryson proof the courses now.

I recall reading about how Rory Mcllroy 
found it hard to wrap his head around what 
Bryson was doing. Commenting on the fact 
that Bryson hit only 23 out of the 56 fairways 
in regulation during the week, Rory said 

BRYSON DECHAMBEAU....
BEAMONESQUE

much of defensive and strategic play can be 
boring to watch and that’s a fact. That’s why 
TV ratings would go up when Tiger played. So 
they have to give this opportunity to golfers to 
gamble and gain with boldness. Well, the golf 
pundits certainly have something to munch 
upon.

That said, the new generation of golfers have 
to keep in mind that there are players like 
Bryson growing up in different parts of the 
world who are prepared to challenge the old 
world order with courage and determination. 
And if these guys are to be beaten, you have to 
do something similar, if not better. And within 
this article are the elements which you know 
are being worked on by Bryson and others. 
There are no shortcuts and if you need to beef 
up by adding 40lbs of muscle like Bryson did, 
well, just do it. The game has changed. And 
Yes – to succeed, you need a Beamonesque 
attitude. And the discipline to back it. Well, 
golf is certainly getting exciting.

And he wins the US Open.

Bryson hit only 23 out 
of the 56 fairways in 
regulation during the 
week.
- Rory Mcllroy
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C
ourtesy of the Coronavirus crisis and its 
unprecedented impact on almost every 
walk of life in virtually every nation on 
earth, 2020 has, in many respects, been a 

year to remember, yet, in other ways, one very 
much to forget.
Travel and tourism have been hit hard, airlines, 
airports and hotels on hold as the vast majority of 
travellers have stayed safely at home, prioritising 
health above holidays and, despite golf being 
amongst the least-risky and safest of sports to play 
in a global pandemic, the multi-million-dollar golf 
tourism sector has not had its troubles to seek.
But, back where it all began, Scotland, the home 
of golf, thanks to a prudent, safety-  rst, health-
before-wealth approach to the pandemic by a 
government that has also kept faith with the royal 
and ancient game through its un  inching support 
for major professional tournaments, there are clear 
signs that golf is emerging from its self-imposed 
shutdown and that, all things being equal, golfers 
from around the world may be  ocking back in 
numbers to the Home of Golf as early as Spring 
2021.
2020 was always going to be something of a 
curate’s egg for golf in Scotland in general and its 
burgeoning  agship programme of hosting major 
international events; the Open Championship 
was out of sight, scheduled as far away from 
Scotland as it gets, at Royal St George’s, the big 
build-up to the 150th Open at St. Andrews in July 
2021 looming large, even so, a programme of 
professional golf the envy of the world.

But then COVID-19 came along and changed 
almost everything, both in life in general and 
in golf in particular; at a recreational level, in 
Scotland like the rest of the UK and beyond, 
courses were closed as public health authorities 
reacted to the virus and attempted to if not halt, 
then certainly slow its spread.
Then the R&A, prudent and cautious to its roots 
announced that the 2020 Open Championship was 
to be cancelled, the 149th edition of the world’s 
oldest and most prestigious tournament would 
be held over until July 2021, St Andrews and the 
150th Open placed on the back-burner for a year, 
not for the R&A a USGA / PGA TOUR-style 
solution to defer their three ‘Majors’ towards the 
end of this year, The USPGA, The Masters and 
The US Open all reinstated and taking place in the 
fall and without spectators present.
However, Scotland, as the acknowledged ‘Home 
of Golf,’ took a lead, a Scottish government widely 
praised for its wider handling of the Coronavirus 
pandemic held its nerve, working with both the 
European Tour, the Ladies European Tour, and 
the R&A, to ensure the two Scottish Opens, both 
at the Renaissance Club near Edinburgh and the 
AIG Women’s British Open at Royal Troon were 
able to go ahead pretty much as planned, with 
both the blessing and pre-agreed  nancial support 
of a government proud of its crown jewels and 
determined to maintain, even enhance its position 
as a world leader in the  eld.
The Scottish Government invests the best part 
of £2m (Approx. US$2.7m / €2.25m) each year 

into supporting major international tournaments 
– with a heavy emphasis on achieving parity for 
the women’s game (£1m to the men’s Scottish 
Open, £800,000 to the ladies version) – and 
although the glitzy pro-celebrity Alfred Dunhill 
Links Championship fell victim to the pandemic 
– postponed for a year - a new event, the Scottish 
Championship emerged, to be held at the Sam 
Torrance-designed Fairmont St Andrews this 
month.
VisitScotland CEO Malcolm Roughead, a key 
player over many years in Scotland’s golf tourism 
drive says, “VisitScotland’s support, alongside 
that of other sponsors and partners, has been 
vital in ensuring both the Aberdeen Standard 
Investments Ladies Scottish Open and the AIG 
Women’s Open can take place in the most dif  cult 
of circumstances.
“Furthermore,” he adds, “The Aberdeen Standard 
Investments Ladies Scottish Open was the  rst 
international women’s sporting event of any kind 
to take place anywhere in the UK since lockdown, 
while the AIG Women’s Open was the  rst ‘Major’ 
golf championship held outside of the US this year.”

Forward to Coming HomeForward to Coming Home
GOLF LOOKING 
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Whilst there can be little doubt that, like every 
other golf destination in the world, Scotland 
and its globally-respected golf visitor offer has 
been blown off course by COVID-19, but, with 
courses now open for domestic play - albeit with 
restrictions - the industry is gearing-up for an 
international re-launch early next year, subject 
inevitably to thecourse the virus takes and the 
mitigations, such as the operation of air corridors 
and airport testing over the next few months.
Indeed, the ‘Home of Golf’ has been to the fore in 
successfully supressing, if not entirely eliminating 
the spread of the virus and, once international 
inbound golf tourism kicks-in once more, as 
is hoped from Spring 2021 onwards, overseas 
golfers will  nd themselves even more welcome 
than ever, the old adage, ‘Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder,’ never more apposite than Scotland, 
its international a  cionados and the game of golf. 
VisitScotland chief Roughead continues, “As 
well as providing Scotland with a global platform 
to remain front of mind for when international 
tourism resumes, these  agship tournaments have 
also been key milestones in Scotland’s route map 
to recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“As pilot events they have helped shape best 
practice and guidance around safe event delivery, 
paving the way for the phased return of events to 
Scotland. 
“Our events sector in general and golf tournaments 

in particular are worth as much as £6bn and 
£100m-plus respectively to Scotland’s economy 
each year as well as contributing positively to 
the cultural and social fabric of the country and 
having a positive impact on health and wellbeing.” 
He concludes, “We are continuing to work with 
the European Tour and other partners associated 
with the delivery of the Aberdeen Standard 
Investments Scottish Open to ensure that progress 
continues and forward momentum is maintained.”
Of course, as a relatively small country with 
vast swathes of low-density landscapes where 
the majority of the country’s golf courses are 
located, even should COVID-19 remain in the 
background, there can be fewer, if any recognised 
gol  ng destinations safer than Scotland.
And with clubs, clubhouses, hotels and guest 
houses now well-versed in COVID-compliant 
practices and procedures, golf visitors can be 
assured of not just the typical warmth of welcome 
and trademark hospitality, but also carefully, 
indeed meticulously wrapped - if required - in all 
necessary precautionary measures.
Scotland is universally renowned and recognised 
for its broad portfolio of iconic courses, many, 
but not all of the links variety; for every Old 
Course, St Andrews by the sea, there is an inland 
Kings, Queens and PGA Centenary Courses at 
Gleneagles, Open Championship venues like 
Muir  eld, Carnoustie and Royal Troon are 

matched by equally impressive inland layouts such 
as Loch Lomond, The Roxburghe Blairgowrie and 
the venerable Royal Musselburgh, which dates 
back as far as 1774.
When it comes to golf in Scotland, both quality and 
quantity are the watchwords and one of the huge 
bene  ts for inbound visitors is that even though 
the country as a whole is relatively compact, many 
of the  nest courses are to be found in closely-
connected clusters, such as East Lothian, which 
boasts Muir  eld, two  ne courses at Archer  eld 
Links, The Renaissance Club, Craigielaw, Gullane 
and North Berwick to name but a few, all part of, 
‘Scotland’s Golf Coast.’
Meanwhile, a few miles north across the Firth 
of Forth, crossing two magni  cent feats of 
engineering, the contemporary Queensferry Road 
Crossing or the historic Forth Rail Bridge – 128 
years between their respective openings - to St 
Andrews and its surrounding area, which need no 
introduction, hosting an enviable array of  ne golf 
courses both in the ‘Auld Grey Toon’ itself and 
its environs, Kingsbarns routinely receiving rave 
reviews whilst the recently-opened Dumbarnie 
Links – a muscular 7,530-yard Par-71 – will 
mature into another  ne addition to the Kingdom 
of Fife’s already unrivalled golf course portfolio.
Continuing north, between Dundee and Aberdeen 
sits Carnoustie, the Open Championship venue 
many of top professionals consider the toughest 
test they face and a selection of  ne links layouts 
as good as any in the world, Moni  eth, Montrose 
(the seventh oldest golf course in the world) and, 
closer to the Granite City, Murcar Links all stand 
out as  rst, second and third amongst equals, but, 
it is in and beyond Aberdeen that very pleasant 
surprises just keep coming.
Balgownie Links at Royal Aberdeen is one of 
the  nest examples of the traditional ‘Out-and-
back’ links layouts for which Scotland is revered 
has rightly hosted both the Scottish Open and the 
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Seniors Open, as surely – one day, and despite its 
controversial genesis will the spectacular Trump 
International, a cross between a typical Scottish 
seaside links course and the sculpted, manicured 
layouts so loved by American golfers, the best of 
both worlds, only its surprisingly rudimentary off-
course facilities currently hold the US President’s 
newest offering back.
Head north, then turn left and a panacea of 
fabulous links golf courses opens up, hugging 
the Moray Firth, from Cruden Bay in the east 
via Nairn and the magni  cent Royal Dornoch to 
Castle Stuart – surely, alongside Kingsbarns, one 
of the best new courses currently in play.
And an added advantage of playing golf in this 
corner of Scotland is that it in effect mirrors this 
part of the Scotch Malt Whisky Trail, a dozen 
famous distilleries, producing iconic single 
malt brands such as Tomatin and Glenlivet 
sitting cheek-by-jowl with a remarkable array 
of challenging but hugely enjoyable seaside golf 
courses.
Meanwhile, diving down the west coast of 
Scotland, from Turnberry (the Ailsa Course has 
staged Open Championship on four occasions, the 
Robert the Bruce Course is less challenging but 
more fun) and the Macrahanish Dunes to the south, 
up to the area’s other current Open Championship, 
Royal Troon, Dundonald Links, Western Gailes 
and Prestwick, (24-times home to early editions 
of the British Open), there’s enough  ne golf to 
be found in the small corner of Scotland than one 
could shake a ‘Mashie Niblick’ at.
And, for the more adventurous, a trip offshore, to 
the Western Isles, the Inner and Outer Hebrides, 
both easily accessible by ferry, some unique and 
very  ne golf courses are mixed with smaller, 
more community-orientated clubs, all most 
welcoming but offering somewhat differing 
challenges on the course along with exceptional, 
exclusive hospitality and spectacular views off it, 
a unique and compelling mix unashamedly  t for 
any golfer’s bucket list.
Ard  n, on the Isle of Jura offers a serious test of 
golf, 18-holes, many hugging the shores of the 
Sound of Jura, close to where the world famous 
malt whisky of that name is lovingly distilled, its 
adjacent hotel of the highest order; the splendid 
listed building, Jura House has been restored 
to its former glory and offers golfers  ve star 
accommodation and world class hospitality.
Just south of Jura lies another of the Inner Hebrides 
group of islands off the west coast of Scotland and 
another with a famous eponymous malt whisky 
and a top-class golf course with equally  ne 
accommodation.
Islay is home to the ancient Machrie Golf Club, 

which, having fallen into some disrepair was 
comprehensively redesigned and rebuilt by Scots-
born niche-designed DJ Russell, opening in 2018 
and maturing beautifully.
And, just like its near neighbour, Ard  n on Jura, 
Machrie Links tends to play somewhat longer than 
the 6,782-yard Par-72 off the Black tees, thanks 
mainly to the prevailing westerly winds, although 
the Blue, White and Yellow tees offer shorter 
hitters some relief.
Meanwhile, the adjacent 47-room hotel and self-
catering lodges offer the level of accommodation 
and hospitality normally associated with chic, city 
addresses, and, with the world-famous distilleries 
producing iconic single malts such as Laphroaig 
and Ardbeg less than a three-wood away, not 
to mention mile-upon-mike of golden sandy 
beaches,Islay is far from a one-trick pony.
Further north, on the Isle of South Uist – part 
of the Outer Hebrides and almost the furthest 
most westerly point of Scotland – next stop 
North America – is the Askernish Golf Club, 
an original Old Tom Morris design, lovingly 
restored by renowned designer Martin Ebert, with 
a little help from his compatriot Tom Doak, the 
tight, challenging 6,259-yard, Par-72, given the 
ubiquitous gusting westerly wind, plays all that 
and a bit more.
Back south, off the Argyll coast, on the evocative 
and historic island of Arran, another Atlantic-
facing course, one that falls, righty so, into the 
well-worn description of a, ‘Hidden Gem,’ for 
which Scotland, overall, is renowned, with many 
such undiscovered jewels in the crown liberally 
peppered throughout the land.
The Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club on the island 
of Arran – another where the next stop is North 
America – is a quirky, 12-hole layout where at 
least one shot – and often two – is blind, off the 
tee or to the green, holes called, ‘Crow’s Nest,’ 
and, ‘Himalayas,’ a clear hint that  at or even 
undulating this historic golf course, dating back to 
1896, it is not.
And perhaps the most remarkable aspect, indeed 

a largely-unknown fact about these relatively 
remote Scottish islands is that they typically 
offer not the howling gales and horizontal rain 
sometimes stereotyped in the media; not only do 
these island retreats enjoy as much as 18-hours, 
daylight in mid summer, that’s four hours – or, 
to put it another way, a whole round of golf, 
more than London, that’s a full 18-holes before 
breakfast or deep into the evening.
In addition, Jura and Islay both, throughout the 
summer months, May – August boast around 12 
hours of sunshine each day, that’s over than 50% 
more than London some 650km to the south and 
with midday temperatures frequently touching 
20ºC, its perfect for golf; yes, it can be windy, 
and, of course, it can rain, but, for three seasons 
of the year, Spring, Summer and Autumn, these 
island idylls are not onlyideal for golf but also for 
chilling out in a relaxed ambience like no other 
on earth. 
Throughout Scotland, there’s something for 
each and every one of the many types of golfer, 
from the serious, low-handicap player to the 
occasional participant, individuals, groups, male 
and increasingly female groups and especially 
families, all are welcome and well catered for, 
and, by and large, it’s pretty eclectic, increasingly 
informal, invariably encapsulating the ‘Triple A,’ 
effects of, Authentic, Accessible and Affordable.
Of course, Coronavirus has, like anywhere 
else, taken its toll on Scotland’s acclaimed and 
distinguished golf tourism sector, it’s been down, 
but far from out and, with major professional 
events helping keep the ‘Home of Golf’ to the 
fore, Scotland plans to bounce back, COVID-
compliant, come the spring and summer of 2021, 
and, collectively, as a country and each of its 500-
plus individual golf courses, the world will be as 
welcome as ever.
Golf has been part of the Scottish sporting 
landscape since the 15thcentury when King James 
II banned the game by Act of Parliament in 1457, 
since when its has survived and thrived through 
two world wars and now, a serious global health 
emergency; but those famous playing partners, 
Scotland and the game of golf are nothing if not 
resilient, and, as soon as it is safe to do so – ideally, 
as things stand, in the spring of 2021 – the Home of 
Golf will be waiting, arms open to wholeheartedly 
welcome back the world to where it all began.
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Gaurav Ghei seen in action at the Emaar-MGF Indian Masters 2008 in Delhi

GAURAV GHEI WALKS DOWN MEMORY
LANE, RELIVES CAREER MILESTONES

G
aurav Ghei was among the  rst few 
Indian professional golfers who 
made a name for themselves on the 
international stage. Ghei’s name 
is etched among the pantheon of 

Indian gol  ng greats as some of the landmark 
achievements of his career also happened to be 
de  ning moments for Indian golf.
The 51-year-old Gaurav, a three-time winner on 
the Asian Tour, took a walk down memory lane 
and relived his career milestones when he spoke 
to PGTI recently.
Ghei who was India’s No. 1 amateur golfer just 

a year before he turned professional in 1992, 
said, “I was never really serious about the 
game even though I loved the game and always 
played well as an amateur. I was a  nalist at the 
All India Amateur twice.
“I only started thinking about pursuing golf 
seriously when I passed out of college and 
had a choice to join either a residential MBA 
program which I got into or play professional 
golf,” added the articulate golfer, who also 
represented India at various international events 
as an amateur including the 1990 Beijing Asian 
Games.

“I was ready to enroll at IMI which was a 
residential management institute, before I got 
a brainwave that I wanted to play professional 
golf. Then Mr. KK Bajoria, who I’ve known 
for a very long time from the Delhi Golf Club 
(DGC), knew the founder of that institute and 
he convinced him to hold my admission for a 
year.
“I then turned pro in December 1991 and gave 
myself a year to see if I could play well and 
make a living out of it. I had a good  nish, 10th 

Content Editor: Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI
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or 11th, at my debut event in Mhow in January 
1992. Thereafter, I played about seven to eight 
events from till April 1992 and had a top-5 in 
every event. The last event of the season was 
the ADDI Cup which I went on to win.
“Then I played three tournaments on the 
Malaysian Tour. I won the  rst of those three 
events, the Desaru Classic in Johor and had 
impressive  nishes in the other two events as 
well. From then on there was no looking back 
for me. I thought if I could compete outside 
India then I have the game to play as a pro,” 
said Gaurav, who studied at Modern School 
Barakhamba Road, one of the capital’s most 
well-known schools.
Ghei’s triumph at the Gadgil Western Masters 
1995 was a watershed moment for Indian golf 
as it was the  rst time an Indian won on the 
Asian Tour. The Delhi-based golfer achieved 
the feat with a sensational chip-in for eagle from 
35 yards on the  nal hole in front of arapturous 
home crowd at the DGC and thus edged out 
compatriot Vijay Kumar.
Ghei recalled the momentous occasion, saying, 
“Winning the Gadgil Western Masters was the 
most emotional moment for me in my career. I 
had been playing well all season and two weeks 
prior to Gadgil, I had been tied for the lead at 
the Dubai Creek Open on the last tee and hit my 
tee shot into the water to make double-bogey 
and  nish  fth.
“After that to come to my home course DGC 
and win in that fashion in the presence of my 
family and friends was very special. The victory 
also had great signi  cance for me for many 
other reasons. The tournament was one of the 
most well-attended as lot of people walked the 
course. Gadgil offered the biggest ever prize 
money in India till that point. I also knew that 
it was going to be my last tournament of the 
year because I was going in for a hernia surgery 
immediately after that would put me out of 
action for two to three months.”
In 1996, Gaurav made international headlines 
when he defeated Colin Montgomerie, World 
No. 2 at the time, in the Alfred Dunhill Cup 
at the iconic St. Andrews golf course as India 
stunned the home team Scotland 2-1 in a best-
of-three contest. The other two members of the 
Indian team were Jeev Milkha Singh and Ali 
Sher.
Ghei evoked memories of the event, saying, 
“It was an extremely windy day when we beat 

the defending champions Scotland. I defeated 
Monty (Montgomerie) 77 – 78 and then I 
remember Monty went to the press room and 
said that he just had a bad day but was still 
con  dent that his team was going to win. 
That’s when the journalists present in the press 
room pointed out that in fact India had won the 
encounter as Jeev Milkha Singh had won his 
playoff against Andrew Coltart after both were 
tied in regulation play.

“Even though we beat the home team we got 
so much love and respect and that made the 
occasion memorable. I remember when we 
entered the dining room that evening the likes of 
Nick Price got up and started clapping for us.”
The following year Ghei scripted history at 
the ‘home of golf’ Scotland once again as he 
became the  rst Indian to play at a Major after 
he quali  ed for the British Open 1997 that was 
held at Royal Troon.

Gaurav Ghei defeats Colin Montgomerie at the 

Alfred Dunhill Cup 1996 at St Andrews in Scotland

“Even though we 
beat the home 
team we got a 
lot of respect. I 
remember when 
we entered the 
dining room that 
evening the likes 
of Nick Price got 
up and started 
clapping for us.”
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“The Open has been my favourite event. As a 
kid, I always dreamt of playing at The Open. I 
played the qualifying on a Monday and  nished 
second in the quali  er. By the time I got to 
know I had quali  ed it was around 7 pm. Next 
morning I was at Troon for the practice round. 
It was awesome just to be there and to soak in 
the occasion. Sharing a locker room with Phil 
Mickelson and seeing Jack Nicklaus and Tom 
Watson across because they had the Champions 
locker room is something that will stay with me 
for life.
“I just love Scotland as a gol  ng destination for 
the sheer beauty of the courses and the gol  ng 
history associated with it. I grew up watching 
The Open on tape and loved the way the courses 
were. After playing in Scotland, I realized that 
one is required to play a totally different brand 
of golf at the links courses there. I’ve been a 
feel oriented player and good around the greens, 
so when the weather was bad in Scotland, guys 
like me had an advantage,” said Gaurav, who 
lists the 3-Wood and Lob Wedge as the two 
clubs he’s most con  dent of hitting.
Ghei, who credits the acclaimed coach Claude 
Harmon for helping improve his ball-striking, 
had an outstanding season on the Indian 
domestic circuit in 1996-97 as he won  ve 
events and went on to clinch the Order of Merit 
title. To add to that he won the Asian Tour’s 
Johnnie Walker Asian Player of the Year Award 
in 1997.
Gaurav enjoyed more success on the Asian Tour 
a few years later with victories at the Mercuries 

Taiwan Masters 2006 and Pine Valley Beijing 
Open 2007.
Ghei said, “The win at the Pine Valley Beijing 
Open is the most cherished moment of my 
career. Eleven years after winning Gadgil, I won 
the Mercuries Taiwan Masters and then came 
the win at Beijing a year later. I somewhere 
wanted to prove to myself that winning in 
Taiwan in 2006 wasn’t a  uke. That’s the reason 
the victory in Beijing was all the more sweet.
“I had previously performed very well on 
Bermuda Grass greens, playing in Asia and 
living in India. However, I never used to do that 
well on Bent Grass greens which are generally 
found in colder climates. But  nally winning on 
Bent Grass greens in Beijing and that too on a 
Jack Nicklaus-designed golf course was highly 
satisfying.
“The fact that Jack Nicklaus was actually 
present during the tournament week in Beijing 
was also something very special for me. I got 
to meet him on the driving range. I’ve always 

admired Nicklaus for having the best record at 
the Majors and also for the way he’s handled his 
family life, business and gol  ng career. I can’t 
think of any other sports person who’s handled 
these three aspects of life better.”
Gaurav, who represented India at the World Cup 
of Golf on three occasions (1997, 2003, 2007) 
and also bagged 17 titles on the Indian domestic 
circuit, is pleased to see the progress Indian 
professional golf has made in recent times.
He said, “Professional golf in India has made 
huge strides in recent years which can be 
attributed to having a strong domestic tour in the 
form of the PGTI. The PGTI has over the last 
decade and a half provided an ideal platform 
for our Indian professionals to hone their skills 
before moving on to higher tours. It is a highly 
competitive tour and on many occasions there is 
not much difference between the depth of the 

 elds on the Asian Tour and the PGTI.”
Ghei secured a win at an Asian Seniors Tour 
event held in Bangkok, Thailand in October last 
year. He had also made it to the Final Stage of 
Qualifying of the European Senior Tour over the 
last two years.
Ever since the Delhi Golf Club reopened after 
the lockdown in May this year, the seasoned 
golfer has been back on the golf course with 
his sights now  rmly set on qualifying for next 
year’s Senior British Open.
Ghei signs off with advice for youngsters who 
want to become professional golfers, “You need 
to play it like a sport and enjoy it. That’s how you 
will get longevity and not burn out. If you have 
fun playing it then you don’t mind putting in the 
hard work and hitting balls all day. I would also 
add that dealing with adversity in my personal 
life during the peak of my playing career taught 
me that life is a lot more than just playing golf so 
you should be grateful for just being able to play 
the sport you love.”

Gaurav Ghei at a PGTI event



KOCHHAR WREAKED 
HAVOC WITH A FINAL 
ROUND 62 TO WIN BY 
THREE SHOTS

in the junior event at Tollygunge last week 
gave me a good feel of the conditions here 
and helped me raise my game this week. 
However, I would not have played this event 
had it not been for my friend and fellow 
golfer Rohan Kathuria. Rohan almost forced 
me to enter this event after my win last week. 
Shubhankar Sharma, who recently moved to 
Panchkula, also gave me the con  dence to 
play in professional events when I spoke to 
him back in Chandigarh.”
Interestingly, Karandeep went on to inscribe 
“Singh 62” at the back of his cap as a 
reminder of his memorable  nal round of 62 
at Tollygunge Club.
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Open 2009 played at the Kurmitola Golf 
Club in Dhaka.
Om Prakash Chouhan of Mhow, Madhya 
Pradesh, claimed the runner-up spot at Tolly 
at 11-under-199 after his  nal round of 
six-under-64. Chouhan, however, took home 
the cheque for the best performance by a 
professional.
“It’s an unbelievable feeling to win despite 
such a strong  eld of professionals here this 
week. This does wonders to my con  dence 
and self-belief. It’s set me thinking about 
the right time to turn professional. I have to 
discuss it with my family back home whether 
it should be this year or next year,” said an 
excited Karandeep, 
whose only previous 
appearance in a 
professional event 
was at the PGTI’s 
Kolkata Classic 
earlier in the year, 
where he missed the 
cut.
He added, “The win 

T
he  nal day of the 2016 PGTI Players 
Championship presented by Tollygunge 
Club turned out to be one of the most 

memorable days in 17-year-old amateur 
Karandeep Kochhar’s  edgling gol  ng 
career. The Chandigarh lad wreaked havoc 
on the  nal day, shooting an eight-under-62, 
the best round of the tournament, to upset 
some of the top professionals in the country 
en route his three-shot triumph at the Rs. 30 
lakh event.
Karandeep (66-68-62), who totaled 
14-under-196 in the three-round event, 
became the youngest player to win on the 
PGTI at age 17 years and  ve months. He 
thus broke the previous record held by 
Shubhankar Sharma who won in Kochi in 
2014 at the age of 17 years and eight months.
The six-foot tall class 12th student Kochhar 
set another record by becoming the  rst 
Indian amateur to win an event on the PGTI. 
Bangladesh’s Md Zamal Hossain Mollah 
is the only other player to have won on the 
PGTI as an amateur. He achieved the feat 
at the City Bank – Dhaka Bank Bangladesh 

The champion posing with the winning trophy and the best amateur trophy Karandeep Kochhar in action during the final round

REWIND: WHEN 17-YEAR-OLD KARANDEEP KOCHHAR BECAME THE 
YOUNGEST PLAYER AND FIRST INDIAN AMATEUR TO WIN ON PGTI
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T
wo of India’s leading professional 
golfers, Jyoti Randhawa and Digvijay 
Singh, kick-started the 10th TATA 
Open 2011 on November 23 in grand 
fashion with their breathtaking display 

of skydiving at the Beldih Golf Course in 
Jamshedpur. This was the first time ever that a 
skydiving performance was held at a golf course 
in India.

Jyoti and Digvijay, both of whom are highly 
skilled and experienced skydivers, performed 
their act of daredevilry from an approximate 
altitude of 7000 feet at 10 am in the morning 
and again at 3 pm in the afternoon. They 
made a perfect landing on both occasions on 
the seventh fairway of the Beldih Golf Course 
and were greeted by huge crowds upon their 
landing.

Jyoti Randhawa, a former Asian Tour Order of 
Merit champion, who is known for his passion 
for adventure sports, said, “One has 
to experience the thrills of 
skydiving. It’s something 
that cannot be 
described in words. 
I was really excited 
about landing 
on a golf course 
for the first 
time, something 
I hadn’t had an 
opportunity to do 
earlier. I would like 
to thank TATA Steel 
for providing us this 
opportunity today.”

WHEN JYOTI RANDHAWA 
AND DIGVIJAY SINGH 
PUT UP A BREATHTAKING DISPLAY OF SKYDIVING AS A 
PRECURSOR TO THE 10TH TATA OPEN 2011

hrills of 
ething 

. 

el
s 

First ever 
skydiving 

performance at 
a golf course in 

India

Digvijay Singh (left) and Jyoti Randhawa (right) pose for the cameras
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Digvijay Singh

Jyoti Randhawa Digvijay Singh

A sight to be hold as three skydivers are seen 
making their descent in their parachutes

Jyoti Randhawa



66   G o l f P l u s    O C T O B E R   2 0 2 0 

KAPIL KUMAR HAS MOST COURSE RECORDS ON PGTI

Kapil Kumar’s fantastic approach shots 
helped him land the ball close to the pins 
through the day. His round consisting of 
nine birdies and a bogey helped him match 
the course record of 63.

name in BGCC’s record books.

POONA CLUB GOLF COURSE
Eight-under-63 –Round 3 of Pune 
Open 2019

Delhi golfer Kapil Kumar has the 
distinction of having the most 
number of course records on the 

PGTI. The 28-year-old has three course 
records against his name.

While Kapil is the sole holder of the 
course record of 10-under-62 at 
the Bhatiary Golf & Country Club in 
Chittagong, he is also the joint holder 
of the course records of seven-under-65 
at Coimbatore Golf Club and eight-
under-63 at Poona Club Golf Course.

Here’s a look at the details 
of his three course records in 
chronological order:

COIMBATORE GOLF CLUB
Seven-under-65–Round 1 of PGTI 
Players Championship 2014

Kapil Kumar mixed three birdies with two 
bogeys on the front-nine. However, he 
turned it around with a six-under on the 
back-nine. Kapil holed it from the bunker 
for eagle on the par-4 15th hole and set up 
tap-in birdies on  ve occasions with some 
brilliant iron-play. His longest putt of the 
day was a 10-footer for birdie on the 17th.

BHATIARY GOLF & COUNTRY 
CLUB, CHITTAGONG
10-under-62 –Round 3 of City Bank 
American Express Chittagong Open 
2018

Kapil Kumar set the fairways and greens of 
the Bhatiary Golf & Country Club on  re 
with an astonishing 11 birdies that came 
at the cost of just one bogey. His course 
record 62 featured an amazing run of  ve 
straight birdies from the  rst to the  fth 
hole. He picked up another shot on the 
ninth to make the turn at an imposing six-
under. After conceding a bogey on the 10th, 
Kapil added another  ve birdies to etch his 






