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CELEBRATING - BUNTY
ahul Sood ‘Bunty’, our editor for western India was based 
in Mumbai and all over the world! Crisscrossing the globe 

there was not a golf destination left unplayed by him. Rahul 
kept reporting and writing in spite of lengthy Chemo sessions 
and failing health. It was sad to see a person so full of Golf 
wane away. Rahul is finally free from his struggle, moving on 
to a new course for a new round. Rahuls last post appears in 
the current issue. We bid our dear friend adieu and Godspeed, 
remembering him always as the great golfer he was.

In remembrance.
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Feature

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY AND A NEW YORK 
TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, 
THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

- SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

W
hen the sky begins to speak, it is a 
time for all life, especially human 
beings, to listen, because if this 
interaction between the boundless 

space and the limited entity of this planet 
does not occur, this limited entity of a planet 
would not perpetuate beyond a certain point. 
The monsoon is a phenomenon we would 
have experienced as one of the most intense 
things happening on the planet if only we did 
not know how to construct buildings. If you 
had to sit out somewhere, your experience of 
the monsoon would be very different. Sitting 
inside a shelter takes away that intimacy with 
the most signifi cant phenomenon that happens 
on this planet.

This cycle of water rising up into the skies 
and coming down upon us is just one aspect 
of the rain. Apart from that, this pouring down 
of water is a time when the earth kind of gets 
itself into a more integrated contact with the 
rest of the existence. This contact is there all 
the time, but when this transaction happens, 
there is a certain receptivity in the earth which 
human beings have always used for their 
benefi t. If you lived out without shelter or if 
you had to produce your own food – I don’t 
mean in the kitchen or in the super market – 
your ears, eyes and nostrils would always be 
aimed towards the rain – when is it going to 
rain? When people live outdoors, “Is the storm 
coming or not?” is always the most important 

thing about anything that you do. In fact, if you 
want to fl y, even today, though our jets fl y with 
the brutal force of jet power, no pilot will ever 
ignore a storm. 
So, if you had to do anything outdoor, always 
you would be attuned to this aspect. It is not 
just about water and you getting wet. It is about 
the earth being in a more intimate embrace 
with the rest of the existence. The cosmic 
reverberance is not seasonal, it is there always, 
but when it rains, the earth becomes far more 
receptive. To notice this also you must live out. 
If you live outdoors, when the fi rst rain comes 
you would see how life responds to this rain. 
The next morning you just walk on the fi eld 

SHOWER OF GRACE 
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We are asking you to give this knowing to us 
to ensure the wellbeing of our race.” Because 
he turned south, when Shiva sits as a teacher, 
we call him Dakshinamurthy. 
So he turned south to shed his grace upon their 
race and the transmission of yogic science 
started. When I say yogic science, I am 
not talking about the yoga class that you go 
through about how to bend your body which 
every new born infant knows, or how to hold 
your breath which every unborn infant knows. 
This is the science of the human mechanism, 
understanding the mechanics of human 
mechanism to be able to dismantle or put it 
together. This transmission started and it went 
on for a long period of time. When, after many 
years of transmission, it was complete and it 
had produced seven fully enlightened beings, 
the Adiyogi said, “It’s no use for all of you to 
go down South. One will do for your race. The 
rest go elsewhere and spread this across the 
world.”
So one went to Central Asia, another went 
to the Middle East and North African region, 
another went to South America, another stayed 
right there, another went to the lower regions 
of Himalayas,  another went to Eastern Asia 
and another who is very important to us, 
travelled south. The one who travelled south 

into the southern peninsula 
is of greatest signifi cance 
to us because he is Agastya 
Muni. 
When we say “south,” 
anything south of the 
Himalayas is “south.” He 
came south and made the 
spiritual process a part 
of everybody’s life. They 
say he did not spare a 
single human habitation 
in the subcontinent. He 
made sure every human 
habitation in the region 
was touched, not as a 
teaching but by making the 
spiritual process a part of 
their life. You can still fi nd 

the remnants of his work in every family in 
this country who are unknowingly doing some 
kind of yoga in distorted forms. If you look 
carefully at your own family, the way you sit, 
the way you do things, whatever is being done 
traditionally are the remnants of Agastya’s 
work. 

or in the forest and see how many new things 
are happening. It is unbelievable. Many things 
that you thought were dead, they all come 
alive the next morning.  
So the cosmic grace, or any grace in whatever 
form, is not seasonal. One who has a longing 
to grow has to ensure that his receptivity is 
also always. Then he grows rapidly. Otherwise 
he will grow seasonally. By the time the next 
season comes, he could have again rolled back. 
We cannot keep it raining all the time, but you 
can be receptive all the time. In wakefulness 
and in sleep one can be receptive.  
In India, many yogis and spiritual sadhakas 
stay in the Himalayan region during the 
summer, and in the winter they come down 
south. They set forth on this journey of moving 
from the Himalayan region down south – 
many of them right up to Rameshwaram 
which is the southern tip – and back up again 
as the seasons come, walking thousands of 
kilometers. It is a constant cycle. Numbers 
have dwindled now, but still it is kept up. There 
was a time when yogis moved in hundreds and 
thousands. At that time, when they traveled in 
huge numbers, this month of June-July was a 
challenge because of the monsoons. So, when 
nature got so furious, traveling by foot became 
diffi cult. So generally, it was decided that for 
this month, everybody takes shelter wherever 
they can. Much later, Gautama the Buddha 
also prescribed rest for his monks for this 
one month just to give them a break from the 
weather conditions. 
Even today, this tradition has been maintained 
that the yogis move from the Himalayan caves 
down to the south. This tradition is thousands 
of years old and this longing to go south and 
come back again to the Himalayas is very 
ancient. This tradition, people say, started 
right after Shiva transmitted the fundamentals 
of yogic science to his seven disciples, who 
are now celebrated as the Sapta Rishis, or the 
seven sages. One of them set forth down south. 
This was Agastya Muni. 
We do not know exactly how many thousands 
of years ago, but from interpretations of 
celestial activity like certain meteors and 
comets, it is estimated that somewhere 
between 15,000 to 40,000 years ago, Shiva, the 
Adiyogi, attained. In the yogic culture Shiva is 
not seen as a God, he is the Adiyogi, the fi rst 
yogi. He went into intense ecstatic dance upon 
the Himalaya mountains. When his ecstasy 
allowed him some movement, he danced 

wildly. When it became beyond movement, he 
became utterly still. 
People saw that he was experiencing 
something that nobody had known before, 
something that they were unable to fathom. So 
interest developed and people came, wanting 
to know what this was. People came, waited 
and left because the man was oblivious to 
other people’s presence. He was either in 
intense dance or absolute stillness, completely 
oblivious to what was happening around him. 
Only seven people hung on. These seven 
people were insistent that they must learn 
from him, but Shiva ignored them. They 
pleaded and begged him, “Please, we want to 
know what you know.” Shiva dismissed them 
and said, “You fools, the way you are, you are 
not going to know in a million years, get lost! 
You need to prepare. There is a tremendous 
amount of preparation needed for this. This is 
not entertainment.” 
So they started preparing. Day after day, week 
after week, month after month, year after 
year, they prepared. He just chose to ignore 
them. One day, after eighty-four years of 
sadhana, on the fi rst full moon day after the 
solstice had shifted from the summer solstice 
to the winter – that is, when the Sun’s run 
with relation to this planet shifted from the 
northern run to the southern 
run, which in this tradition 
is known as Uttarayana 
and Dakshinayana – on 
that full moon day, the 
Adiyogi looked at these 
seven people and saw that 
they had become shining 
receptacles of knowing. You 
must understand, eighty-
four years of sadhana means 
1008 full moons of sadhana. 
They were absolutely ripe to 
receive. 
So he could not ignore them 
anymore. They grabbed his 
attention. He watched them 
closely for the next twenty-
eight days and when the 
next full moon rose, he decided to become a 
Guru. That full moon day is known as Guru 
Pournami because the Adiyogi transformed 
himself into the Adi Guru – the fi rst Guru was 
born on that day. He turned south because 
these seven people had come to him and 
pleaded, “It is not just for our own wellbeing. 

In the yogic 
culture Shiva is 

not seen as a God, 
he is the Adiyogi, 
the fi rst yogi. He 
went into intense 

ecstatic dance 
upon the Himalaya 

mountains. 

In India, many yogis and spiritual sadhakas stay in the Himalayan region during the summer, 
and in the winter they come down south. They set forth on this journey of moving from the 
Himalayan region down south – many of them right up to Rameshwaram which is the southern 
tip – and back up again as the seasons come, walking thousands of kilometers. 
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workout has always helped and just following 
that constantly. So trying to set that up while 
having a positive attitude helps me get through 
a lot. Things have defi nitely been different, but 
if this is how it’s to be then I guess one needs 
to take it in their stride and get their best done 
through these circumstances. 

GP: What’s your assessment of yourself 
after you joined the course after this long 
break?
SA: After taking a long break from golf, it 
defi nitely felt different going on the course after 
about 4/5 months. However, that didn’t stop me 
from carrying out my usual schedule and going 
through it. It’s been a few months of playing 
and I still tend to feel rusty but I guess the sport 
is such that one needs to be in constant practice 
and I do that religiously so it’s a question of 
time till it all feels normal again. But I’d like to 
say that taking a break was worth it! Never have 
I taken such a long break from golf and even 
though due to the circumstances one had to- I 
feel it has helped me and was needed! 

GP: Who prompted you to take up golf 
out of all the other sports?
RP: My father! He hopes to compete (at a 
friendly level) with me once he retires.

GP: How do you manage your time 
between golf and studies?
RP: Studies were not that tough till graduation 
so managed easily. Once I graduated, I fi gured 
I love golf too much so did not continue 
studying.

GP: What has been the role of IGU?
RP: Where’s the thrill in a sport without 
competition? IGU has given me the 
opportunity to compete with the best. It’s also 
given me the opportunity to represent India 
and compete against the best players in the 
world and play the best golf courses across the 
globe.

GP: What are your future plans?
RP: I like to take it one step at a time... So in 

the near future I want to be playing well on the 
PGTI. And then take it ahead from there.

GP: How have you been coping with the 
new Normal?
RP: Very good actually. There are just a few 
new things we need to add to our lifestyle. The 
rest is just like every day.

GP: Who prompted you to take up golf out 
of all the other sports?
SA: At the age of 7, I started going to the range 
with my father and sister and thereafter picked 
up the sport and started playing.Till I was 15, 
I played other sports - riding, swimming and 
skating. Out of all the sports I played, I enjoyed 
golf the most and took it up from there. 

GP: How do you manage your time 
between golf and studies?
SA: My High School, Sanskriti School, gave 
me the opportunity to play golf by missing 
school. They were very adjusting and always 
allowed me to take exams earlier/later - this 
really helped me in order to pursue golf. Going 
to a college in the US, was a different ballgame 
altogether wherein you had to do everything 
yourself. However, one must fi nd the right 
balance to do both perfectly and I was lucky 
enough to do that. I gave quality time to both 
golf and studies by giving myself deadlines and 
schedules to follow and this taught me a lot in 
terms of balancing between the two and time 
management!

GP: What has been the role of IGU?
SA: IGU has provided us with a platform to play 
competitive golf by having their own domestic 

tour. They also gave me an opportunity on many 
occasions to represent India internationally. This 
gave me a lot of experience and exposure to 
the standard of international golf, as a result of 
which I worked harder at my game to compete 
at a global level. They have also been a huge 
support on and off the fi eld! 

GP: How have you been coping with the 
new Normal?
SA: The new normal is very different from what 
life was before but I guess this is what it is and 
is the same for everyone, so one must just try 
to get their best knowing that they aren’t the 
only one’s going through this. For me, making 
a schedule which involves, work, golf and 

Seher Atwal

GP: What’s your assessment of yourself 
after you joined the course after this long 
break?
RP: Pretty bad, a 3 months break is not good! 
But I have time till next year until the circuit 
starts. Actually it’s a good time to be working 
on getting the game back and also improving 
on a lot of aspects of the game.

GP: How are the conditions at the golf 
course and your thoughts on it?
RP: I play at Poona Club Golf Course and it 
has been really well maintained through the 
lockdown. This week the rough is up and 
course is playing longer than usual. Makes it 
fun and challenging.

Rohan Dhole Patil

IN THE BAG?
Wedge : Titleist SM 7
Balls : Titleist ProV 1
Irons : Titleist AP2 716
Hybrid : Taylormade
Wood : Titleist TS2 3 wood
Putter : Taylormade Ghost
Driver : Titleist TS2

IN THE BAG?
Wedge : Volkey Titleist
Balls : Titleist Prov
Irons : M1 Taylormade 
Hybrid : M2 Taylormade
Putter : Scotty Cameron
Driver : G410 Ping



 

T
yrrell Hatton claimed his third Rolex Series title 
at the BMW PGA Championship, batting off the 
formidable challenge of Frenchman Victor Perez 

to earn a dream victory at his home event.
The Englishman, who turns 29 this coming Wednesday, 
regularly attended the Wentworth showpiece as a kid 
and he etched his name alongside some of the greats of 
the game courtesy of a fi ve under par fi nal round 67 and 
a four-stroke victory in the third Rolex Series event of 
the 2020 Race to Dubai.
In more benign conditions at the prestigious Surrey 
venue, numerous challengers staked a claim for the 
title early on, but Hatton – who admitted that he had 
been more nervous ahead of the fi nal round than he had been on his Ryder Cup debut in 2018 – was 
composure personifi ed as he pulled away from the pack thanks to three successive birdies around the 
turn.
He never looked back and a birdie at the fi nal hole earned him a 19 under total for the Championship, 
sealing a fi fth European Tour title and elevating him to eighth in the Race to Dubai Rankings presented 
by Rolex.
Perez, who has now fi nished runner-up in three of his 11 Rolex Series appearances, put up an almighty 
battle having started the day three shots behind Hatton. He reached the turn in four under after an eagle 
at the par fi ve fourth hole, but his challenge faded down the stretch and he signed for a four under round 
of 68 and a 15 under total.
Patrick Reed extended his lead at the top of the Race to Dubai Rankings presented by Rolex with a share 
of third place on 14 under par, alongside Andy Sullivan - the Englishman recording his best fi nish in his 
home event. Ryder Cup star Ian Poulter was a further shot back on 13 under par after a closing 68.
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ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

A
drian Otaegui produced a brilliant closing 
round of 63 to storm to his fi rst 72-hole 
stroke play victory on the European Tour at 

the Scottish Championship presented by AXA.
The Spaniard has shown himself to be an expert at 
head to head battles, winning both the 2017 Saltire 
Energy Paul Lawrie Match Play and the 2018 
Belgian Knockout for his fi rst two European Tour 
victories, and he showed all those skills again as 
it came down to a three man contest with playing 
partners Matt Wallace and Garrick Porteous at 
Fairmont St Andrews.
Otaegui entered the day four shots off the lead of 
Wallace but eight birdies in 11 holes from the fi fth 
helped him fi nish at 23 under par, four clear of the Englishman.
Aaron Rai continued his recent excellent form to fi nish at 17 under par, a shot clear of fellow Englishmen 
Chris Paisley and Porteous, with the latter challenging for the title until falling away down the stretch.
After an opening round of 62, Otaegui’s Sunday 63 bookended his week beautifully and saw him 
get over the line after three runner up fi nishes in stroke play events, including this season’s English 
Championship.R

oss McGowan sealed an emotional 
victory at the Italian Open, his fi rst 
win in 11 years, as the Englishman 

holed a 20-foot putt at the last to overcome 
his playing partner Laurie Canter after a 
thrilling fi nal day battle at Chervò Golf 
Club.

The 38-year-old holed a plethora of 
long-range putts throughout the week in 
Brescia and once again, he had his putter to 
thank on the fi nal day. His chance looked to 
have gone at the long par three 14th hole, 
where he found the water with his tee shot 
to leave him one over par for the day.

But a superb up-and-down from the 
drop zone kept him in the mix and birdies 
at the 16th, where he holed out from a 
greenside bunker, and 18th earned him a 
one under 71 and a 20 under par winning 
total - his fi rst European Tour title since the 
2009 Madrid Masters.

His playing partner Canter had the 
chance to force a play-off with a birdie putt 
of his own just after McGowan’s, but the 
30-year-old was left to rue missing out on 
his chance of a maiden title as he signed for 
a 72 to fi nish one back.

Former Ryder Cup star Nicolas 
Colsaerts joined Canter in a share of 
second spot after the Belgian’s birdie at 
the par fi ve closing hole – his fi fth of the 
day having started the day with a bogey 
– earned him a four under 68, a 19 under 
total and his best fi nish of the season.

Tournament: BMW PGA Championship
Venue: Wentworth Club, England

Prize fund: US$7,000,000

Tournament: Italian Open
Venue: Chervò Golf Club, Italy

Prize fund: €1,000,000

TYRRELL HATTON

ROSS MCGOWAN
Tournament: Scottish Championship presented by AXA 

Venue: Fairmont St Andrews, St Andrews, Scotland 
Prize fund: €1,000,000

ADRIAN OTAEGUI

Im
ag

es
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

: G
et

ty
Im

ag
es



H
urly Long defeated 
Matt Ford on the 
second play-off hole 

at the end of a dramatic fi nal 
day at the Italian Challenge 
Open Eneos Motor Oil to 
secure his fi rst European 
Challenge Tour victory.
Golf Club Castelconturbia 
played host to a thrilling fi nal 
day where the lead changed 
hands numerous times before 
Long, who posted a two 
under par round of 70, Ford 
and Marcel Schneider tied 
for fi rst place on 13 under 
par after 54 holes, which meant a play-off was required to determine 
a winner.
Schneider bogeyed the fi rst extra trip down the 18th, leaving Ford and 
Long to battle it out for a second time after both men recorded pars. Ford 
could not fi nd the green with his approach shot and when his excellent 
chip narrowly missed, Long was left with a tricky downhill birdie putt 
which he duly converted to secure an excellent maiden victory.
“It’s a crazy feeling,” he said. “I did not have a good start to the day at 
all. My plan was to just stick to the plan that I had been doing, not worry 
about the score too much and that served me well. It’s very surreal. 
When the putt went in, it was a bit of a shock.
“The weather’s just been incredible. There wasn’t much wind out there 
and the greens are receptive due to the heavy rain. If you drive it well 
and play aggressively off the tee, you’re going to have a lot of wedges in, 
the par fi ves are gettable and there are birdies out there for sure.”
The 25-year-old started the day two shots off the lead but after three 
bogeys in his fi rst seven holes, his title quest was all but over, however 
a sensational run of fi ve consecutive birdies changed the dynamic of 
his round.

A
aron Rai defeated Tommy Fleetwood in a play-off to win his fi rst Rolex 
Series title at the 2020 Aberdeen Standard Investments Scottish Open.
The Englishman signed for a wonderful 64 to set the target at 11 under 

par but countryman Fleetwood holed a 20 foot putt on the last for a closing 
birdie to take it to extra holes at The Renaissance Club.
It was advantage Fleetwood off the tee as Rai found a bunker but the 25-year-
old rescued his par and when Fleetwood three putted from just off the green, 
Rai had his second European Tour title.
Rai’s victory comes after he fi nished second at last week’s Dubai Duty Free 
Irish Open, and moves him into the top fi ve on the Race to Dubai Rankings 
presented by Rolex, and the top 100 in the Offi cial World Golf Ranking.
England’s Robert Rock missed out on a place in the play-off by one shot after 
a bogey on the last in a round of 70, with Australian Lucas Herbert and home 
favourite Marc Warren at nine under after rounds of 65 and 66.
Warren bogeyed the last to slip to nine under, a shot clear of Swede Marcus 
Kinhult, England’s Ian Poulter and South African Erik van Rooyen, with 
Ryder Cup Captain Padraig Harrington, English pair Eddie Pepperell and 
Matthew Southgate, Frenchman Victor Dubuisson and Finn Kalle Samooja 
at seven under.

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR
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T
he European Tour’s upcoming three-week South African Swing will be completed by the 
South African Open Championship, which will be played from December 3-6.
The co-sanctioned tournament with the Sunshine Tour – which will follow the Joburg Open 

and the Alfred Dunhill Championship – will be played for the fi rst time at the iconic Gary Player 
Country Club in Sun City and will be jointly presented by Nedbank and Sun International.
A part of the European Tour International Schedule since 1997, the South African Open 
Championship holds the honour of being the second oldest national Open in golf, and this year will 
feature a total prize fund of R19.5 million.
Like the Alfred Dunhill Championship, this will be the second appearance of the South African 
Open Championship on the 2020 European Tour schedule, the tournament having been contested in 
January at Randpark Golf Club in Johannesburg, where home favourite Branden Grace triumphed.
Keith Pelley, Chief Executive of the European Tour, said: “I am delighted to see the South African 

Open Championship back on our International Schedule this year and sincere thanks go to everyone at the Sunshine Tour, Golf RSA, the South African 
Golf Association, Nedbank and Sun International for their commitment and support in making this happen.
“Since our season restarted in July, we have taken a measured approach to our tournaments, informed every step of the way by our medical advisers and 
Government guidance in the countries we play.

SOUTH AFRICAN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP COMPLETES EUROPEAN TOUR’S SOUTH AFRICAN SWING 

HURLY LONG
Tournament: Aberdeen Standard Investments Scottish Open

Venue: The Renaissance Club, Scotland
Prize fund: $7,000,000

ARON RAI
Tournament: Italian Challenge Open Eneos Motor Oil

Venue: Golf Club Castelconturbia, Italy



ON THE PGA TOUR
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S
ergio Garcia delivered two key shots 
on the back nine, the last one an 
8-iron to 30 inches on the fi nal hole 
for birdie and a one-shot victory in 
the Sanderson Farms Championship.

Garcia closed with a 5-under 67 and won 
for the 10th consecutive year worldwide, 
and the fi rst time on the PGA TOUR since 
the 2017 Masters.
Peter Malnati, whose lone PGA TOUR 
victory came at this tournament fi ve years 
ago, closed with a career-best 63 and waited 
nearly two hours to see if it would hold up.
It almost did.
Garcia was two shots behind when he hit 
5-wood on the par-5 14th that narrowly 
cleared a bunker, hitting in the top collar, 
onto the fringe and rolling out to just inside 
4 feet for eagle to tie for the lead.
He had to save par from a bunker with a 
5-foot putt on the 15th after a poor tee shot, 
and then he delivered the winner with a big 
tee shot on the 18th and an 8-iron from 171 
yards. Garcia immediately began walking 

after the shot, and it dropped down next to 
the hole and settled right behind it.
Closing his eyes right before the stroke, a 

GARCIA RALLIES FOR WIN AT SANDERSON FARMS CHAMPIONSHIP

habit he returned to this week, he made it 
and clenched his fi st with a grin not seen on 
the 40-year-old Spaniard lately.

M
artin Laird lost a chance to win 
by making bogey on the 18th 
hole, only to redeem himself in 
a three-way playoff by making a 
20-foot birdie putt on the second 

extra hole Sunday to win the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children Open.
Laird ended seven years without a victory 
in a year fi lled with so much doubt, which 
included knee surgery right about the time 
golf was set to resume from the COVID-19 
pandemic.
The 37-year-old Scot suddenly is fl ying 
high.
He needed a sponsor exemption to play 
the tournament he won in 2009. He ended 
it with a birdie to beat Matthew Wolff and 
Austin Cook. It was the third three-man 
playoff in Las Vegas for Laird, who won 
in 2009 and lost the following year when 
Jonathan Byrd made a hole-in-one on the 
17th hole at the TPC Summerlin.
Laird contributed a pair of big shots on the 
par 3.
He had a one-shot lead with two holes to 
play Sunday when he sent his tee shot on 
the par-3 17th off a cart path and some 30 

yards right of the green with the pin to the 
right. He hit a chip-and-run over the cart 
path, under the trees, between a pair of 
bunkers and then made a most improbable 
par with an 18-foot putt.

LAIRD WINS SHRINERS HOSPITALS OPEN IN PLAYOFF

But he missed the green to the right on the 
18th and chipped to 30 feet, two-putting for 
bogey and a 3-under 68 to fall into a playoff 
at 23-under 261 with Wolff and Cook, who 
each closed with a 66.



T
he talk around the golf course before the fi nal round of 
THE CJ CUP @ SHADOW CREEK was the winner was 
going to come from the penultimate group. A snap poll of 
media and volunteers nearly all said as such. They were 
right. Sort of.

Because when pressed who would win from said group, not 
one person stumped for Jason Kokrak. Instead it was Xander 
Schauffele or Jason Day who were garnering the love. A few 
people dissented and said Russell Henley would keep hold of 
his overnight three-shot lead and win from the fi nal group.
Perhaps we didn’t ask the right people because it was Kokrak 
who reigned supreme after perhaps the putting performance 
of his career helped him to a fi nal round 8-under 64 that lifted 

him to 20-under and ultimately a two-shot win.
With just a little research we would have known Kokrak is 
part of at BetMGM-sponsored crew who often play Shadow 
Creek – one of the more exclusive courses in the U.S. While 
the majority of players in the fi eld this week had never played 
the course or had less than a handful of rounds at the place, 
Kokrak guesses he’s been out here “north of 20 rounds.”
“I have played quite a few rounds here at Shadow Creek so I 
know the greens pretty well, I know the little intricacies of this 
place. Not like some of the local caddies, but it is defi nitely a 
place that I feel comfortable at,” he said.
And he played with that sort of familiarity, leading the fi eld in 
Strokes Gained: Putting for the fi rst time in his now 10-season 
career. His caddie David Robinson was also instrumental in 
the result. It was he who suggested a change to a longer 36-
inch putter recently and it was Robinson who is in charge of 
the green reading in the duo.
“I would characterize it more D-Rob’s work. He reads them 
pretty dang good. And I did a good job of hitting the spots 
where we were trying to putt it to,” Kokrak said after gaining 
an incredible 10.293 strokes on the fi eld on the greens, 
including 3.570 in the fi nal round.
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KOKRAK CONQUERS SHADOW 
CREEK FOR DROUGHT-
BREAKING WIN

P
atrick Cantlay overcame an overnight three-shot defi cit to win the 
ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP @ SHERWOOD by a single stroke on 
Sunday, beating World No. 2 Jon Rahm and third-ranked Justin 
Thomas.
The 28-year-old American fi red a fi nal round of 7-under 65 at 

Sherwood Country Club to claim his third PGA TOUR victory with his 
23-under 265 aggregate. He picked up US$1.44 million and 500 FedExCup 
points which pushed him up to second place on the latest standings.
Overnight leader Thomas settled for joint runner-up place after a 69 as he 
paid dearly for some uncharacteristic errors on the back nine which cost 
him a chance of winning a 14th win while Rahm also fi nished one shy, 
missing a 19 feet birdie on the last to force a playoff in the US$8 million 
tournament which moved from its home base in Japan to the U.S. this year 
due to COVID-19.
Cantlay, a former world amateur No. 1 and grew up California, turned in 
32 before enjoying a run of four birdies over a fi ve-hole stretch on the back 
nine which saw him seize control of the tournament. A bogey on 16 – he 
made only two all week – left the door ajar for Rahm and Thomas but he 
prevailed in the end.
“It just kind of all came together every day,” said Cantlay, who made nine 
birdies in the fi nal round to tie his career best. “I knew I had to go out 
and make a bunch of birdies. And today was actually the only day I made 
a bogey, but offset it with enough birdies. I just had a really aggressive 
mentality from the start. I made a couple good swings early, so after feeling 
comfortable with my swing and distance control, it felt like it was off to the 
races and see how many putts I could make.
“I think it’s (winning) just validation of all the hard work. I put in a lot of 
work and try to do the right things all the time, so when it all does come 
together, it’s really rewarding.”
With the tournament on the line, Cantlay, who returned into the world’s 
top-10 at ninth position, said his last birdie at Sherwood on the par 3, 15th 
hole was crucial. He took dead aim at the fl ag with a 7 iron which nearly 
bounced into the cup before subsequently stroking home a 10-footer for 
birdie which kept him ahead of Rahm and Thomas.

CANTLAY SECURES THRILLING ONE-
SHOT WIN AT ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP



hailand’s Kiradech Aphibarnrat and Anirban 
Lahiri of India fi nished tied 11th at the 
Bermuda Championship, fi ve shots behind 
winner Brian Gay.
 A fi nal round 3-under 68, which included four 

birdies and a lone bogey at Port Royal Golf Course, ensured 
Kiradech his best result in a year with his 10-under 274 total 
while Lahiri maintained his resurgence in form with a closing 
67 which moved him up to 31st position in the latest FedExCup 
rankings. 
The 48-year-old Gay claimed his fi fth PGA TOUR victory with 
a playoff win over Wyndham Clark as he ended a winless streak 
since 2013. Gay and Clark ended the week on 15-under 269.
Lahiri closed out his week with six birdies against two bogeys on 
a week where he ranked tied fi rst for most birdies made during 
the tournament. It also maintained his solid start to the new 
2020-21 PGA TOUR Season where he registered two top-40s 
and a tied sixth fi nish in three previous starts. 
“Happy with the consistency this week. I made too many small 
errors on and around the greens that added up to hurt me enough. 
Disappointed not to fi nish in the top-10,” said the Indian star, 
who is featuring in his sixth straight PGA TOUR Season. 
Starting the fi nal round four off the pace, Lahiri started strongly 
with birdies on Hole Nos. 2, 4 and 7 but dropped a bogey on 
nine. He made par over the next fi ve holes before closing with 
three birdies in his last four holes which included a second bogey 
of the round on Hole No. 16. 
“I feel like the game is getting more rounded with every passing 
week. The biggest challenge and disappointment is not being 
able to play events and as of now, I’m not in to any of the 
remaining events on the Schedule (for this year). I may try to 
Monday qualify for Sea Island (the RSM Classic in three weeks’ 
time).” 
Kiradech, who played alongside Lahiri in the fi nal round, started 
the fi nal day three shots back but could not get his game fi ring 
on all cylinders to mount a challenge for a maiden PGA TOUR 
victory. He made birdies on the fourth and seventh holes but a 
bogey on nine pulled the brakes on his game. The Thai converted 
a two-feet birdie on 10 and ended his day with a 20-foot birdie 
conversion on the last. 
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Kiradech Aphibarnrat

LAHIRI AND KIRADECH SHARES 11TH PLACE

“ I mean, there’s been a lot of things that have happened. I came to India 
for the Indian Open and we all know what happened after that. So yeah, I 
think being away from the game for 70 something days, I didn’t hit a golf ball, 
I didn’t have my golf clubs with me. They were at the academy and that was a 
challenge. It’s probably the longest I’ve been away from my clubs for 20 years, 
maybe more.

I think that also gives you some perspective. It builds the hunger to come back 
and motivates you, something that can suffer when you have an extended 
period of bad golf like I did, so that was one. 

Forty fi ve days I think I was continuously and we started from the ground up, 
from the foundation, from the basics from learning how to grip a club all over 
again and standing over a golf ball. We did everything from the beginning like 
I’ve done so many times and you just build it up from there brick by brick.

So it’s been a long process. It’s been a very step by step organized process. 
I added some mental routines, I’ve added some aspects that were probably 
missing or some structure that was probably missing. So a lot of things have 
gone into it.

Since I’ve come back I’ve spent some time with Jim Sieckmann, who’s my short 
game coach out here. We’ve spent a lot of time on chipping, putting and short 
game and some of those aspects as well.

Yeah, in a nutshell, to cut a long story short, a lot has changed, a lot has 
gone into the game and into me, I would say, as a person over the last seven 
months in every aspect. It’s all about developing as a person, developing as a 
golfer. Sometimes it’s not so much about doing new things, it’s probably about 
forgetting the bad habits or eradicating the bad habits that have crept in. 

That’s what I’ve done. There’s a lot that’s gone into it and there’s a lot that will 
keep going into it. It’s been good. Like I said, it’s been a journey. It’s an ongoing 
journey and hopefully I continue to do the good things and keep removing 
some of the bad habits. ”

Anirban Lahiri
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run of results and will give him much needed 
confi dence heading into the fi nal quarter 
of the 2020 – which starts this week at the 
Aberdeen Standard Investments Scottish 
Open, followed next week by the BMW 
PGA Championship.
The Thai star came very close to winning 
the prestigious Irish event and held the lead 
on the back nine on Sunday at Galgorm Spa 
& Golf Resort in Northern Ireland. But he 
dropped shots on the inward stretch to fi nish 
three adrift of the winner and fellow Asian 
Tour member John Catlin from the United 
States.
Jazz also obviously benefi ted from having 
his regular caddie, Camp Pulit, back on 
the bag having missed his previous few 
tournaments.
The result also had a signifi cant impact on 
his world ranking: he moved up from 65th 
position to 56th and put him back on course 
to try and better his best placing on the 
ranking, which was 38th position – which 

was the result of his brilliant 2019 season.
Getting back into the top-50 – which opens 
the door to playing in the biggest events in 
the game – is now well and truly in his sights.
However, he then missed the cut in seven of 
the next 11 events he played in; which, in 
fairness to Jazz, was the result of a change 
of geographical location and, of course, 
the upheaval caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic.
He has been playing on the PGA Tour, 
through sponsor invites, and also competed 
in the US Open and US PGA Championship 
– the event where he famously fi nish jointed 
14th last year.
He missed the cut in both the Majors and also 
in four out of the other six PGA Tour events 
he played – although he will have no doubt 
learned a great deal as he bids to join his 
countryman Kiradech Aphibarnrat as a full 
member of the lucrative circuit.
But it was not always a struggle for Jazz in 
the States.

JAZZ JANEWATTANANOND

Jazz Janewattananond’s return to form at 
the weekend will have seen him, and his 
huge army of fans in Asia, take a huge 

sigh of relief after a frustrating season so far.
His joint third fi nish in the Dubai Duty Free 
Irish Open stopped the bleeding on a poor 

HAS TOP-50 WORLD RANKING BACK IN HIS SIGHTS

During an unparalleled career, he has 
claimed three Asian Tour Order of Merit 
titles, won 13 times on the Asian Tour and 
lifted eight European Tour trophies.
And, he currently tops the Asian Tour career 
earnings list with US$5,744,337.
It makes you wonder what he would have 
achieved if he had turned professional 
a decade earlier, like most of his 
contemporaries.
The Thai star, however, was not wasting 
away his talent in his twenties. As is well 
documented, he served his country both in 
the military – as a paratrooper in the Rangers 
– and on the national golf team, playing in 
Asia’s top amateur events.
He was extremely successful in the amateur 
game – he won both the Thailand and 
Singapore Amateur Championships in 1998 
as well as the Putra Cup – so it was with 
good reason that his country wanted him to 
turn professional later.
Later in his career he was to say: “I will 
always remember my fi rst win in Korea as 

that was also the fi rst in my career. More 
importantly, that win also gave me the 
confi dence to go on and achieve bigger 
things. If I didn’t win that tournament, I 
would have lost confi dence and I don’t think 
I would have won so many tournaments. 
Winning in Korea made me hungry to win 
more tournaments.”
In January of 1999, in his fi rst event as a 
professional on the Asian Tour, he fi nished 
in a tie for fi fth at the London Myanmar 
Open.
And he took a fi rm grip of the tournament on 
the inward half when, after parring holes 10 
to 14, he made decisive birdies on 15 and 16.
The Thai received a cheque for US$63,213 
– by far the biggest pay day of his career up 
until that point – and the self-belief that he 
could win at the highest level of the game.
Another 16 Tour victories, and multiple 
awards and accolades, followed over the 
next two decades but none would have 
meant as much as that day when his game 
discovered real “Seoul”.

FLASHBACK

The fact that Thailand’s Thongchai Jaidee 
only started playing golf when he was 
16 years old and he turned professional 

when aged 30 makes his rise to the top of the 
game remarkable.

THE KOREA OPEN THAT LAUNCHED A STAR



n international research study backed by The R&A has found new 
evidence to suggest golf can provide significant health benefits 
to older participants in the form of improved muscle strength and 
balance. 

Underlining the sport’s capability to improve the physical health of participants, 
the evidence suggests golf can improve quality of life through muscle 
strengthening, improved balance, aerobic exercise (equivalent to gym-based 
work or yoga) and social interaction.

The Southampton group involved 152 individuals aged 65-79 and over 80 and 
set out to demonstrate the physical and psychosocial benefits associated with 
playing recreational golf regularly by comparing physical measures between 
older golfers and sedentary non-golfers. 

A study at the USC was undertaken to see if non-golfers developed these 
benefits while undertaking a 10-week instructional golf training programme. 
The USC group involved 15 individuals aged 63 (+/- 5 years) at a municipal 
course in the greater Los Angeles area, which also examined the feasibility, 
safety and adherence of the programme for senior non-golfers.
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R
ose Zhang of the United States 
of America has won the Mark H 
McCormack Medal as the leading 
women’s player in the 2020 World 

Amateur Golf Ranking® / WAGR®.

The McCormack Medal winner receives 
exemptions into the AIG Women’s Open 
at Carnoustie and the US Women’s Open 
at The Olympic Club in 2021.

Zhang, 17, pipped Yu-Chiang Hou as the 
number one player in the WAGR® thanks 
to a run of excellent results following the 
return to golf this year, which has been 
disrupted due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The American recovered from a pre-
championship wrist injury to go on to win 
the US Women’s Amateur Championship 
at Woodmont Country Club in August, 
defeating defending champion Gabi 
Ruffels after two extra holes in the second-
longest match in the championship’s 
history.

Two weeks later, she emerged victorious 
in the Rolex Girls Junior Championship at 
Dalhousie Golf Club, Missouri, setting a 
course record with a first round 64 on the 
way to a winning 15-under-par total of 
273, six shots ahead of the chasing pack.

Zhang earned the low amateur award 
in the ANA Inspiration at Mission Hills 
Country Club last month after finishing in 
a tie for 11th place at the women’s major 
championship. Her final total of 280 
was the lowest 72-hole score ever by an 
amateur, beating the previous best set by 
Caroline Keggi in 1988 and Michelle Wie 
in 2004.

The result moved Zhang ahead of Hou 
in the WAGR® standings for the first 
time this year and she becomes the third 
consecutive American winner of the 
Women’s McCormack Medal following 
Jennifer Kupcho (2018) and Andrea Lee 
(2019).

ROSE ZHANG 
AWARDED MARK 
H MCCORMACK 
MEDAL 

A

NEW EVIDENCE INDICATES GOLF 
IMPROVES MUSCLE STRENGTH 
AND BALANCE 

Participants in the golf training programme improved their muscular 
strength, power, endurance, balance, flexibility and walking 
performance 

Golfers under the age of 80 had better strength and balance than  
sedentary non-golfers of similar ages

Golfers had better dynamic balance and static balance than 
non-golfers 

Strength of limb muscles and balance were better in golfers than 
non-golfers e.g. indicative through gripping and swinging a club, 
walking, squatting  

The golf training programme was feasible and effective; novice 
golfers were able to play 9 holes of golf by the 10th week and 
completed 282 of 300 (94%) total training sessions 

The physical demands recorded during a golf round were equivalent 
or greater than the demands for other common activities e.g. gym 
work or yoga 

Participants benefited from green space, social interaction and 
walking over hilly terrain 

The programme was safe; there were no golf-related injuries or 
adverse events

THE COMBINED FINDINGS SHOW THAT: 













1 I really want to save par…
Of course you want to save par, even 
from a difficult position. You’re only 
human after all. But note that short-

siding yourself only really becomes a major 
problem when you push too hard to recover 
from the errant approach. So your recovery 
begins in your head. Once you accept that 
getting down in three more shots is a perfectly 
satisfactory result, you can start to create a 
strategy that will avoid following one mistake 
with another.

1

THE POWERS 
OF RECOVERY

‘Short-siding’ yourself means 
missing the green on the side on 
which the fl ag is cut. With little 

green to work with, your chances of an 
up-and-down are usually vastly reduced. 
In the pro game, short-siding is typically 

seen as a strategy mistake from the 
approach, but for club golfers, it can just 
as easily be the result of a miscue, and as 
such it is very much a part of the game. 
Here’s how to stop a drama becoming a 
crisis...

CADDIE ON YOUR SHOULDER

30   G o l f P l u s    N O V E M B E R   2 0 2 0 













36   G o l f P l u s    N O V E M B E R   2 0 2 0 

Feature

game of skill, application, strength 
and touch, with a considerable 
mental dimension thrown into 
the mix, two similar players can 
reasonably and justifi ably fi nish a 
round on the same score but achieve 

that number in vastly different ways.
And, like almost every facet of life, there is no 
defi nitive way of winning golf; often, the means 
will justify the ends, some will blast their way 
around a golf course, overpowering it and their 
opponents by fi ring explosive, heavy artillery that 
seemingly defi es gravity and distance.
Others, more subtly, will plan and plot their 
way, deftly and stealthily navigating their way 
around the golf course and its many obstacles and 
obstructions using all the means at their disposal to 
a winning score, a sniper’s bullet every bit as lethal 
as a bunker-busting bomb.
As a fan of golf, or a player, you pays your money 
and takes your choice, some preferring the subtler 
approach to the game, others relishing the more 
muscular angle of attack, Bunker Mentality is an 
unashamed advocate ofmind over body, style over 
brute force, the cerebral approach compared to the 
physical attack but others, quite legitimately prefer 
raw power over patience.
But the bulking-up of US star Bryson 
DeChambeau, and the additional power and 
distance he generates has now split the game into 
two schools of thought, same game, different 

modus operandi and it’s a debate that looks certain 
to run and run, about as far as the American now 
hits his drives.
DeChambeau’s stylistic U-turn is in and of itself 
intriguing; the Californian-born Texan resident’s 
change of style perhaps mirroring his geographical 
journey, from the compassionate tree-hugging 
west coast state to the high-octane petrol-head 
mindset of Dallas.
27-year-old Bryson James Aldrich DeChambeau 
has been a PGA TOUR professional for a mere 
four-years; from the get-go, he fashioned himself 
as something a bit different, the thinking golfer’s 
golfer, the physics graduate’s moniker,‘The 
Scientist,’ suggested a theoretical, thoughtful and 
analytical approach to golf, and it worked.
A maiden victory in the 2017John Deere Classic 
in his full rookie season suggested promise and 
potential, but 2018 was to be his breakthrough 
calendar year, four wins on the US circuit, equally 
divided between two PGA TOUR seasons, 2017 
/ 18 and 2018 /19, victory at the European Tour’s 
Dubai Desert Classic suggesting global aspirations 
and worldwide success.
But DeChambeu’s performances on the biggest 
stages of all, the ‘Majors’ proved underwhelming, 
one solitary top-20 fi nish in his fi rst 14 ‘Major’ 
starts between 2016 and 2019, not where the 
somewhat arrogant, outspoken American either 
wanted to be or saw himself, so something had to 
change.

BRAIN OR BRUTE FORCE? 

And that something was to be his physique; 
beginning in late 2019, presumably founded 
on the laws of physics he had studied at 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, 
DeChambeau set out to add muscle mass - 20 
pounds (9.1kg) before the tour’s break due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and another 20 during the 
break - in order, his physics theory told him, to 
increase his swing speed and therefore hit the golf 
ball further.
The 6’ 1” (1.85m) DeChambeau had been 
described as, ‘Skinny’ during his early days on 
Tour, weighing-in at around 90kg, just under 200lb 
(Approx. 14.4st), but following the President’s 
Cup and the 2019 / 2020 Christmas / New Year 
break had bulked-up to 15st 10lb (220lb) by 
the time he played the WGC Mexico where he 
fi nished runner-up.
The PGA TOUR hiatus caused by COVID-19 
between early March and mid-June afforded ‘The 
Scientist’ a further 15 weeks to bulk-up even more, 
returning at the Charles Schwab Challenge more 
than 20lb (9.1kg) heavier than when lockdown 
began, carrying a full 20kg more than he had 
nine-months-earlier.
When the tour resumed, he recorded four 
consecutive top-10 fi nishes, including a win at the 
Rocket Mortgage, followed by a best-yet 4th in a 

There is the old adage in golf, that it’s not so much about ‘how,’ but 
‘how many,’ and without question, there are multiple methods of 

playing winning golf, success invariably falling to the man – or woman 
– who ends the day, or the week with the fewest number of shots on 

their scorecard.

By Michael Wilson
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to his trainer, Greg Roskopf, his client had been 
consuming, “Up to 5,000 to 6,000 calories a day,” 
to pack on the additional poundage.
But even Roskopf - who also works with the 
NFL team Denver Broncos - was surprised 
atDeChambeau’s ability to change his body so 
much over such a short period of time, observing, 
“I’ve never seen the type of changes in an athlete 
like the ones he’s made in this last six-month 
period.” 
Meanwhile, the rest of the locker-room, and golf’s 
commentariat is split by Bryson’s bulk, some in the 
chasing pack, the likes of a now emasculated Rory 
McIlroy playing catch-up, admitting to journalists 
he can’t let DeChambeau get too far ahead.
The Irishman, without a ‘Major’ title now for more 
than six years and 21 Grand Slam tournaments 
without a win has admitted he’s experimenting, 
adding speed and distance to his game ahead of 
this month’s Masters.
“From what I’ve done and what I’ve been sort 
of experimenting with the last couple weeks, it’s 
the fastest I’ve ever moved the club, the fastest 
my body’s ever moved,” he said, whilst declining 
to confi rm or deny this is an attempt to counter 
DeChambeau’s added distance and obvious 
advantage.
“Having length is an advantage and I’ve always 

been pretty long, but I think what I want to do is 
at least know that I have it if I need it,” was as 
much as McIlroy would reveal, adding, “I’m not 
going to try to do it all the time, I’m not trying to 
get my ball speed into the 190s every time I hit a 
driver, but at least I know that if I need to do it, I 
can do it.”
But, standing 10cm shorter than the big-hitting 
Bryson, and weighing-in at a dramatic weight 
disadvantage approaching 30kg, McIlroy resemble 
a mid-range family car compared to a bullet-proof 
Humvee, nice to look at and perfectly serviceable, 
but short on power and light on gravitas.
Others, current and former players as well as golf 
journalists and coaches argue that bulked-up, big-
hitting bombers like Bryson DeChambeau are 
shifting the dial on the game and taking at least 
some of the skill out of golf.
Commenting at the European Tour’s fl agship 
BMW PGA Championship, world #19 Matt 
Fitzpatrick said, “It’s not a skill to hit the ball 
a long way in my opinion,” the 155-pound 
Englishman adding, “I could put on 40 pounds. I 
could go and see a biomechanist, and I could gain 
40-yards, that’s actually a fact.
“I could put another two inches [shaft] on my 
driver, I could gain that, but the skill in my opinion 
is to hit the ball straight, that’s the skill,” saying of 

‘Major,’ the rescheduled USPGA Championship 
and, hey presto, a maiden ‘Major’ title, winning 
the delayed US Open at Winged Foot, quickly 
moving 5th on the Offi cial World Golf Rankings, 
into a three-fi gure lead on the FedEx Cup andwell 
ahead in PGA TOUR driving distance, a full 
12-yards ahead of next best, Rory McIlroy.
Before lockdown DeChambeau – who has always 
been a long hitter – was averaging around 315 
yards off the tee, soon after the restart, his average 
peaked over 350 yards for the fi rst time, now 
routinely hitting driving the ball 50 yards past the 
competition,comfortably hitting his eight iron a 
prodigious 230 yards.
Given the PGA TOUR’s aversion to routine drug 
testing, DeChambeau must be given the benefi t of 
the doubt concerning his prodigious weight gain 
/ muscle mass methodology; indeed, according 

the man 15 places above him on the OWGR but 
48-yards ahead of him off the tee,“He’s just taking 
the skill out of it, in my opinion.”
Strangely, one of the elder statement of the game, 
the venerable Jack Nickluas, the all-time ‘Majors’ 
record holder with 18 titles was less than censorious 
when asked about DeChambeau’sheavy bombing 
campaign foreshortening the world’s best golf 
courses.
“I have nothing but respect for what Bryson 
DeChambeau has done. I think it takes a 
tremendous amount of skill, a tremendous amount 
of hard work,” said the Golden Bear, insisting the 
onus on protecting courses falls on the governing 
bodies, not the players.
Nicklaus said, “If the stewards of the game want 
to defend courses, they need to dial back the [golf] 
ball,” although one wonders what his compatriot 
and contemporary Tom Watson, one of the most 
subtle, ‘Touch-and-feel’ players ever to step onto 
the tee might make of it all.
But let’s not – in the rest of the world that isn’t 
America – get too distressed about the power and 
distance debate; in the USA, big is invariably 
beautiful, from burgers to baseball shots, super-
sized SUVs and NFL quarterbacks are best on a 
grand scale, but, for the rest of us, style, strategy 
and subtlety matter as much as size.
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by Wg Cdr Arun Kumar Singh (Retd)
President, GCS&MAI

hinnecock Hills Golf Club 
located in Southampton, New 
York, is believed to be the oldest 
incorporated golf club in USA 
(St Andrews was the fi rst one to 
be opened). It opened in 1891 

and had a club house by 1892 which is again 
the oldest in USA. The club was one of the 
founders of the USGA and later became 
the fi rst to give membership to women. 
Shinnecock Golf Club continues to host big 
championships and is perennially ranked as 
one of the top golf courses in the world and 
remains a membership driven club.
Shinnecock owes its continued premier 
position due to its extensive renovation and 
makeover in 1931 with a complete redesign by 
well-known architect William Flynn. The year 
1931 remains a landmark year in the history 
of golf for the makeover of Shinnecock but 
just fi ve years before this landmark event, 
something more momentous had taken place 
with the birth of a municipal golf course in the 
form of Waiehu Golf Course in Mau County, 
Hawaii where a large population of Polynesian 
descent lived in relative exclusion. 
The idea of creating a golf course for ‘working 
class men and women’ was approved by 
Governor Wallace Farrington with the help of 
local leaders Edie Tam and Sam Kalama for 
the specifi c purpose of engaging the native 
working-class population into some healthy 
social activity. The golf course became 
exceedingly popular and it was not before 
long that the 9-hole facility was expanded 
into an 18-hole golf course which exists till 
today as a very busy golf course. The idea of 
municipal golf courses caught on and number 
of municipal (public) golf courses soon 
expanded all over America. These courses 
did not offer any membership privileges and 
were open to all on fi rst come fi rst serve basis 
and thus provided opportunities to everyone 
to hone their skills or learn the game. Some 
public courses like Pebble Beach, Torry Pines, 
Bethpage, Pinehurst etc. evolved into iconic 
venues and continue to regularly host some of 
the biggest tournaments in the world but do not 
take any members.

Indian golf, after independence, faced 
challenges to its survival and the game grew 
at a much slower pace than desired. It has been 
common to hear representatives of golf bodies 
bemoaning the lack of government support 
as the reason. On the eve of hosting some 
marquee tournaments the complaining gets 
louder due to media presence and speakers in 
golf gatherings often look at creation of golf 
courses by governments as the ‘Solution’.
India too had a history of public golf courses 
and the most famous one has to be the 
erstwhile ‘Lodhi Golf Club’ in New Delhi. 
The course was probably laid out in 1929 by 
the horticulture department and seems to have 
had 45 holes. Members of the general public 
could play on the course by paying very small 
fees and no membership was available. The 
course became unviable after independence 
as the golfi ng community comprising British 
citizens left our shores. The course was 
offi cially closed as there were not enough 
people left who played. A part of the sprawling 
course was salvaged with the efforts of some 
prominent citizens led by Dr Dharmvira. The 
group requested for the intervention of the 
PM and were able to form ‘Delhi Golf Club’ 
with an 18-hole golf course. Rest of the land 

was utilised to create housing for the rapidly 
expanding population of civil servants. Delhi 
Golf Club was to soon become a membership 
driven Private Club where the golf course was 
located on public land allocated on lease to 
promote the game of golf.

GOLF CLUBS ON LEASED LAND:  Delhi Golf 
Club is only one of the many major golf clubs 
which is located on public land leased out 
by the government to promote golf. We have 
clubs in Chandigarh, NOIDA, Bangalore, 
Jaipur and many other places which follow the 
same model of governance i.e., a society of 
people running golf clubs as exclusive private 
clubs meant for members. The memory of the 
golf course being on public land gets blurred 
often with passage of time and the belief 
of it being owned by the club gets strong. 
Members often then perceive government to 
be a nuisance which is sometimes true about 
some misinformed offi cials. The perception is 
at times fl awed too as the membership wants 
to create more peripheral recreational facilities 
for themselves despite, they being not related 
to golf. 

ARMY AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS: It is 
estimated that India has about 250 golf clubs of 

From the Greens

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
IS UNDER APPRECIATED

Delhi Golf Course - Lodhi Course



providing land or building public golf courses 
but has also provided support to golf bodies 
from Ministry of Tourism and department of 
Sports. Some of the monetary support provided 
has been as follows -

MINISTRY OF TOURISM:  
a) Support to the tune of Rs 1 Crore and 50 
Lacs for Men’s and Women’s Indian Open 
respectively in lieu of airtime for ‘Incredible 
India’ vignettes.  

b) Financial support to some events of PGTI 
and to some recreational tournaments in 
Kashmir and NE States.

c) Financial aid for construction and 
renovation of some golf courses.

DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS: Government does 
provide considerable fi nancial aid to IGU after 
approval of Annual calendar of Training and 
Competitions (ACTC). This has over the years 
been increased to more than 3 Crore rupees and 
covers travel, airfare, equipment etc. For the 
athletes. The department also disburses smaller 
amounts for specifi c activities.
It can be seen that government provides 
considerable support to the game of golf. In 
most cases the complaints of neglect of golf 
by government is not borne out from facts 
especially when it is compared with some other 
sports which rank much higher on popularity 
index and are played by millions of people. 
There’s certainly a case for improving the 
mind-set of many government offi cials towards 
the game of golf but then there too it can be 
argued with justifi cation about the failure of 
golf associations in improving the awareness 
of the game. The tendency of keeping people 
away from the game by maintaining a stiff 
upper lip may be only enforcing the image of 
an exclusive game meant for affl uents only. The 
reality is that the awareness about government 
support to golf is low and it remains under 
appreciated by golf communities. 

   G o l f P l u s     N O V E M B E R   2 0 2 0    43

all shapes and sizes. IGU statistics suggest that 
more than 100 of these are controlled or run by 
Army though IGU doesn’t have much details 
about most of them. The number of golf clubs 
with some facilities looks to be much lesser 
in number because the golf clubs which were 
owned by erstwhile Cantonment Clubs (Agra, 
Wellington,Sirhind, Mumbai etc.) and the ones 
located in Command headquarters etc. are 
different from the playgrounds located in units. 
In any case, all such golf clubs or environment 
park cum training areas are also all located 
on public (Defence) land and operated as 
exclusive recreational facilities for offi cers. 
It should be then appreciated that majority 
of golf clubs are located on public land and 
sometimes such land was originally earmarked 
for some other specifi c purpose. It therefore 
didn’t come as a surprise that a high-powered 
committee of Defence Ministry in consultation 
with service headquarters recommended an 
embargo on construction of any new course on 
defence land and also directed that all existing 
facilities must be reduced to be spread in an 
area of less than 50 acres. Similarly, Golf 
Clubs have also been constructed by other 
government organisations like Police, PSUs 
etc. On public land. The lament about lack of 
government support seems hollow as golfers 
look to have been fortunate to have got public 
land for their exclusive recreation. Perhaps, 
a case can be made out for expanding the 
usage of such public land by larger sections 
of society. It may be worthwhile to introspect 
and examine the necessity of converting public 

land into private golf clubs rather than creating 
public golf courses. 
The American model of public golf courses 
seems to be the desirable for promotion of 
golf provided the model remains honest in 
implementation. We need to also appreciate 
the necessity of equitable distribution of 
resources among all sports with more popular 
ones getting a larger share. Offi cials from golf 
bodies would do well to remember that the 
responsibility of popularising and promoting 
the game rests with them. Government can be 
expected to support some initiatives or models.

DDA’S SUPPORT TO GOLF: It is believed by 
some that mere allocation of land is not enough 
support and the government should not only 
provide land but also construct and create the 
golf facilities. The completed facilities can 
then be preferably handed over to a group 
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of individuals to operate the facility. Such a 
model was created in Delhi by DDA and may 
get the necessary appreciation. DDA began its 
support for golf by creating a Driving range 
within a composite sports complex near the 
athlete’s village made for the Asiad 1982. 
A short 9 – hole course was also constructed 
near the Driving Range. Both the facilities 
have been open to anyone at nominal rates 
and have remained ‘Public Facilities’ with no 
membership privileges for anyone. Driving 
range has been always popular and the short 
course did its job of giving opportunities to 
children and beginners.
The success of the golf facilities at Siri Fort 

Sports complex led to the creation of a 
standalone golf course at Lado Sarai. The 
course began as a public facility but was soon 
turned into a hybrid model. As of now DDA 
has another 9 – hole golf course in Bhalaswa 
in lesser affl uent part of Delhi and work will 
soon commence on a full-fl edged facility in 
Dwarka near the airport. DDA’s support to 
golf has been remarkable especially when you 
view their support for other sports. Everything 
has not been rosy for DDA and some of the 
facilities haven’t been as well subscribed 
as they should have been. It is here that golf 
bodies should have come forward to support 
DDA by making efforts to popularise the game 
rather than wallowing in status quo. Sadly, in 
the meantime, the popular 18 holes golf course 
has gradually lost its ‘public’ character and has 
created membership privileges for few.
Government has supported Golf not only by 

Shinecock Hills Golf Club
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So this brings me to the reason why I am 
tom tomming these forecasts. It’s time to 
consider a paradigm shift in junior golf, 
that’s if we wish to see this sport grow. 
And we should do it because we Indians 
CAN do well in it. So let me begin by fi rst 
stating a few realities and asking a few 
valid questions. Covid has hit industry 
hard. And families too. How many will be 
able to afford and spend the Rs 3 – 4 lakhs 
to have their kids play the junior amateur 
circuit to make the National team in the 
face of uncertain hosting of International 
events. Can Indian golf afford the complete 
annihilation of the caddy kids’ pipeline, 
who cannot afford to play these events? 
How many Golf Foundations can come up 
and be sustained in these diffi cult times? 
With PSPB companies, a huge lifeline for 
amateur golf facing the possibility of having 
to reduce amateur golfer’s intake due to 
these tough times, how many amateurs can 
sustain playing the sport and yet manage 
their careers and take care of their families? 
I suspect the answers to these questions 
will raise the same concern in your minds 
that I have. And with the IGU out of action, 
who is going to take the reins and make 
sure that talented kids are not left on the 
wayside just because of cost considerations. 
I daresay, junior golf has not yet caught 
corporate fancy or the eyes of any visionary 
on a National scale and if we have any 
constriction here, now, it does not augur 
well for Indian golf. 

t’s that period of tom toming 
that I had made this forecast, 
or another, so please forgive 
me when I make another 
statement. And there is a big 
reason for this so please read 

on. I had forecast, a good 8 years before 
the Olympics included golf, that it would 
be done. Frankly, it was not rocket science. 
Just a natural progression of things and it 
was a logical step. The forecast also stated 
that the inclusion of golf in the Olympics 
would have some consequences. So let me 
elaborate a bit here.
The fi rst was that it would mean that 
professional golfers would be allowed to 
represent their countries. The best players 
would compete in the Olympics, not just 
amateur golfers, as was the case in tennis, 
athletics or any other sport. Logically, 
it implied that amateur golf would be 
impacted. It also stated that one day the 
Asian Games would have professionals 
representing their countries. This hasn’t 
happened yet, but I’m sure it will. One 
reason that we all remained amateurs 
during our growing days, a long time back, 
was for the privilege of representing India, 
a privilege which had higher probability 
if one remained an amateur as all Indian 
teams in those days were amateur teams. 
And frankly, there was no organised 
professional tour either in those days. One 
of the reasons which motivated us to create 
one, but that’s another story. 

So I propose to make a suggestion, aligned 
to my forecasts, one which may not be 
palatable for those strong supporters of 
Indian amateur golf. But I feel it merits 
close scrutiny and consideration NOW 
because of the situation which faces us in 
the near future. So here is my suggestion 
– we start a professional Juniors Golf Tour. 
With the kids earning prize money for their 
performances. Money which goes into 
taking care of their expenses in playing 
and competing in the sport. Sustaining 
their costs of learning and competing. 
They should be allowed to be sponsored 
and carry logos. And sponsors will actually 
get a marketing platform which will be 
inexpensive and yet growth oriented. 
Growth oriented? Why? Because caddies 
and their kids will be able to afford to 
play and compete in the sport, sustaining 
a huge talent pipeline. Kids from services 
backgrounds, who form the bulk of the 
talent emerging, will see increased numbers 
and the media will also have a story to tell. 
Parents will be motivated to encourage their 
kids to pursue the sport, competition will 
increase and cream will rise to the top. Win 
Win Win all around. 
Nitty-gritties can be worked out, but I feel 
we need some bold and visionary people to 
start thinking about how to sustain our talent 
pipelines in the face of such a situation 
and emerge from it victorious. Eventually, 
more talented kids playing and competing 
will mean higher levels of competition and 
World Champions will emerge. I think it’s 
worth exploring this paradigm with a lot of 
seriousness. And by the way, some other 
sports already have kids winning prize 
money, so here again, it’s not really a big 
deal. What say? Incidentally, I have a plan 
ready, so if you are interested please contact 
me. I conclude this forecast and “I wish” 
article with my greetings to you all for the 
festive season.

... Because caddies and their kids will be able 
to aff ord to play and compete in the sport, 
sustaining a huge talent pipeline. Kids from 
services backgrounds, who form the bulk of the 
talent emerging, will see increased numbers.

By Digraj Singh

TOUGH TIMES 
NEED VISIONARY DECISIONS
FOR THE SAKE OF INDIAN GOLF

Feature
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SHILLONG GOLF 
FESTIVAL 2020 CONCLUDES

K I Singh lifted the Shillong Golf Festival 
Champion trophy which was on Gross format. 
The event was played over 18 holes with a 
staggered start followed by a prize distribution 
lunch. The weather was perfect for golf on 
both the days. The prize distribution was 

T
he Shillong Golf Festival 2020, a major 
golf event held in North East with the 
Support of Incredible India-Ministry 

of Tourism & GolfPlus Monthly, saw golf 
enthusiasts competing for the Gross trophy 
at the picturesque Shillong Golf Course. 

graced by Col Jagdish, Director, Shillong 
Golf Course, Mr. R.S. Paswan, Assistant 
Director, India Tourism Shillong, Mr. Rahul 
Bajaj Captain of the Course & Gaurav Bajaj, 
President MGPS who also gave away the 
prizes to all the winners.
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Straightest drive: Rohit Arora  Longest drive: Simon Paulose

Closest to pin:  Anil Pargal

JUNIORS & SUB JUNIORS
Consolation Prize:  Shivai Agarwal  Consolation Prize:  Master Nashlem Lamphrang Lyngdoh

Consolation Prize:  Da I PayaDkhar  Sub Junior Runner Up:  Master Deep Bajaj

Sub Junior Winner: Ryan Pargal Lyngdoh Runner Up: Sriwani  Agarwal

Junior Best Gross: Siddhanth Singhania 

LADIES
Runner up Ladies - Jyoti Agrawal  Best Gross Ladies - Divyanshi Agarwal

MENS CATEGORY PRIZES
19 to 24 Handicap –
Runner up Nett : S K Choudhary  Best Net: Thongvanglen Hangsing

Runner up Gross: Augustine Marbanniang Best Gross :Rudi Warjri

13 to 18 Handicap Category
Runner up Nett: Ratan Sarkar   Best Nett: Shemphang Khonglah

Runner up Gross: Fearless Warjri  Best Gross :Dr P Hangsing

0 to 12 handicap Handicap Category
Runner up Nett : Hector Marwein  Best Nett: Anil Pargal

Runner up Gross : B.J. Synrem  Best Gross  :Jonathan Lawphniaw

Shillong Golf Festival Champion - Best Gross : K I Singh

RESULTS:



“As a child needs love and a roof over his head, 
so does every mother.  A mother needs a home where 
she can live with Identity, Dignity and Respect”.
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T
he outbreak of the pandemic has played 
havoc with lives and livelihoods of 
people from all walks of life and across 
all industries.Sports in general and golf in 
particular was the hardest hit in the initial 

stages of the pandemic because of the number of 
people it employs and also being integral part of 
the hospitality industry. 
The independent contractors who are mostly 
caddies at various golf courses around the 
country were the fi rst ones hit by the lockdown 
as they earn their livelihood on a daily basis 
and the lockdown meant a pause to their daily 
wages. The Ultimate foundation was one of the 
many Samaritans who came out in help of these 
caddies by distributing rations to caddies at golf 
courses in Gurgaon, Manesar and Faridabad. 
In this continuing chaos, there is one section 
of the golf industry whose plight was going 
un-noticed by everyone and that was the Tour 
dependent professional Golfers who earn their 
livelihood by competing in professional golf 
tournaments. With the professional tour coming 
to a standstill and no tournaments in the horizon 
these pro athletes, most of who have barely any 
savings left after covering their tour expenses, 
were staring at a dark and uncertain future. 
The Ultimate foundation, founded by star tour 
professional Jyoti Randhawa & Digvijay Singh 
and other golf industry professionals understood 
the plight of these tour dependent professionals 
who hail from an underprivileged background 
and decided to help out. First step was to 
immediately start supporting the underprivileged 

tour dependent professionals who train at their 
facility by providing them a monthly stipend to 
ease their fi nancial burden. 
The next set was to plan a series of professional 
tournaments for the benefi t of these pro golfers, 
this would have a twofold effect fi rstly they 
would get a platform to compete and second the 
prize money earned would give them monies to 
meet their expenses.
The Ultimate players PROject was the name 
given to the initiative. The funds for the cause 
were raised from golfers who strongly believed in 
the cause and through fundraising tournaments. 
Two such fundraising tournaments were 
organized, one for juniors and one for Gentlemen 
Amateurs, both were hosted and supported by the 
Classic Golf and Country Club. The proceeds of 
these events went towards creating a corpus for 
the professional golf tournament.
The fi rst tournament of the Ultimate Pro 
Challenge Invitational was hosted by the Golden 
Greens Golf Club on October 28.Underprivileged 
tour dependent professionals were invited 
to compete in the tournament for the cause. 

The Ultimate Pro-Am Team Challenge was 
organized concurrently with the pro event, 6 
top professionals of the country Rashid Khan, 
Digvijay Singh, Kshitij Naved Kaul, Vani 
Kapoor, Abhinav Lohan and Aman Raj lend their 
support to the cause by teaming up with three 
amateurs each to give shape to a memorable and 
competitive event. 
Shivender Singh Sisodhia came out at the tops 
in the pro tournament with a score of 4 under par 
68, whereas the team lead by Abhinav Lohan 
bagged the top honors at the Pro-Am challenge. 
Fortunately for these tour dependent 
professionals, the national pro tours kicks off at 
Chandigarh and Panchkula next week, giving 
these athletes an opportunity to compete and 
prepare for the Olympic games and other major 
tournaments around the world.

The Ultimate Players PROject

Club News
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“Gulmohar Golfer of the 
Year” popularly known as 

“GGOY” is part of HDFC Bank-
Go Golf event calendar 2020 
since 2015, is in the 6th year of its 
succession. 
The format of this tournament is 
Modifi ed Stableford and is open 
for Low, Mid & High handicap 
golfers to participate. The scoring 
of each month is calculated at the 
end of the year to mark the Golfer 
of the Year in each category. 
The Winner in each category 
during the Monthly rounds gets 
the coveted replica of the “Claret 
Jug” 8” sized, in each category. 
Half of the golfers in each 
category get Reward points in each 
tournament where in each Reward 

GUJRAT’S GGOY REWARDS CHAMPIONS 

Club News

point is equal to Rs 1. The golfers 
accumulate the points and redeem 
them with golf related products. 
While the Winner at the end of the 
year goes on to Win the “Claret 
Jug” 12” in size for each category. 
The course normally used to have 
around 70 golfers participating 
in each GGOY during the Pre 
Covid months. However, post 
Covid one can now see a gradual 
increase with almost 54 golfers 
participating in the 6/11 GGOY 
tournament played on 10th & 11th 
of October, 2020. The 7/11 GGOY 
is scheduled for 31st & 1st of 
November. 
The last 4 rounds will be played 
in the month of November & 
December. 

NCR CUP, The 2nd 
Junior Golf Tournament 

was played at Jaypee Greens 
Wishtown from 21st - 23rd 
October. The tournament saw 
around 116 players participating 
after recording the fi rst event 
with these number of players 
after the lockdown. Armin Paul 
Singh won a 3 way play off after 
a tie at Level Par 67 with world 
champion Chaitanya Pandey and 
Kairav Singh. Armin shot a birdie 
on the second hole with a par 3, 
Chaitanya shot a par and Kairav 
Singh shot a bogey.
In Category B, Parth Raman Sood 
shot a blazing 4 under the lowest 
card for the tournament with a 
total of 6 birdies in his card. In 
Girls category, Ragini Navet shot 
a 1 over to win with a comfortable 
lead of 3 strokes. Whereas in 
Category A, Aarnav Sharma 
won on a play off with Raghav 
Chugh after both were tied on 2 
under 65.Arnav shot a birdie on 
the fi rst playoff hole to win the 
tournament. Nikhil Sharma, in the 
College Category shot a 1 under 
66 to win by 1 stroke.

NCR CUP PLAYED ITS BEST CARDS

The format of this 
tournament is Modifi ed 
Stableford and is open for 
Low, Mid & High handicap 
golfers to participate.
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Young Master Golf Tour held it’s fi rst-ever 
World Amateur Golf Ranking (WAGR) 54 

hole event in India at Jaypee Greens, Wishtown 
from 28thto 30thOctober 2020. All the rules and 
regulations for the safety of players and parents 
were followed.
The golf tournament had players from outstation 
along with the top players of the Delhi NCR 
area. The day saw a very talented and strong fi eld 
with some of the top-ranked amateur and junior 
players of India.
In all, we had 40 players going for the WAGR 
Boys & WAGR Girls Championship. The event 
was further subdivided into 3 age categories to 
encourage the players, the categories were 13-
14,15-18 & 19-24 for both boys and girls.
Day 1 witnessed some fi ne golf on a course 
which was playing beautiful, the fairways were 
lush and cut to perfection and the greens were 
soft and fast.
The surprise package of the fi rst day was the 
exceptional play of Sukhman Singh who shot 
a round of 5 under par 63 with 6 Birdies, other 
notable scores were Aryan Kaila 3 under (65). 
Aarav D.Shah 2 under par (66), Zahaan Qureshi 
and Sachin Chauhan both shooting a 1 under par 
67.
In the girl’s category, Riya Yadav started the 
tournament strongly with a solid round with 1 
under par 67 with 5 birdies while the other girls 
notably Amritha Mandava and Ragini Navet 
started off with conservative rounds of 1 over 67. 
Day 2 also produced the best score of the 
tournament by Gautam Potdukhe who was red 
hot and shot a sizzling 6 under par round of 62 
with 4 birdies and 1 eagle, three other notable 
scores were 2 under par 66 by Sachin Chauhan, 
Aryan Kaila, and Akshath Sharma. 

SACHIN PROVES 
HIS METTLE

In the girl’s competition, was the day Kriti 
Chowhan moved into contention with a superb 3 
under par round of 65 with 5 birdies. Riya Yadav 
maintained her consistent play and shot another 
round of 1 under 67 with another 4 birdies. Ragini 
Navet, Amritha Mandava and Srihitha Mandava 
moved up the leader board with rounds of 72.
The last day pairings were set for a great 
competition as 1 of 8 boys could walk away with 
the title.
Day 3 saw a see-saw battle between the last and 
second last group, with Sachin and Aryan trying 
to win the event outright. Sachin had to play his 
best round of the tournament shooting a 3 under 
par 65 with 4 birdies and one of those birdies was 
made on the last hole to go into a playoff with 
Aryan Kaila. Amal Jha also shot a 3 under par 65 
to get up the leader board. Other notable scores of 
the last day were 1 under par 67 by Aryan Kaila 
and Anuj Dubey. With a birdie on the 18th hole, 
Sachin Chauhan forced a play-off with Aryan 
Kaila and managed to pip Aryan on the very 1st 
playoff hole to win the Boys event.
In the girl’s competition, it was smooth sailing 
for Riya Yadav who shot a comfortable 1 over 69 

7/11 Gulmohar Golfer of the Year 2020 
took place on 31st & 1st November 

as part of the HDFC Bank-Go Golf 2020 
calendar. The tournament saw 53 golfers 
participating in the tournament. Total 21 
Golfers from 3 categories earned Reward 
Points.
H’cap 6-14 – Winner: Avtar Singh, 
Runner-up: Akhil Mishra
H’cap 15-22 – Winner: Ravi Dalal, 
Runner-up: Chirag Thakker
H’cap 23-40 – Winner: Rahul Sanghani, 
Runner-up: Nirav Prajapati
Longest Drive - Varun Sood

CLARET JUG REPLICA AT GULMOHAR

Closest to the Pin - HP Singh Arora
2nd Shot Closest to the Pin- 
Nandish Shah

to run away with the girl’s event. Kriti Chowhan 
and Ragini Navet tried to catch up but were a bit 
too far behind after 2 rounds.

The prize winners of the 
54 hole tournament:-

OVERALL COMBINED NETT BOYS
1st- Ashwik Varma, 2nd- Amal Jha, 3rd- 
Suryaansh Gulati

OVERALL COMBINED NETT GIRLS
1st- Riya Yadav,2nd- Srihitha Mandava, 3rd- 
Simar Bal
Best Score Day 1- Sukhman Singh, Day 2- 
Gautam Potdukhe,Day 3 - Sachin Chauhan & 
Amal Jha

13-14 Boys:1st- Sukhman Singh, 2nd - Parth 
Raman Sood, 3rd- Suryaansh Gulati
15-18 Boys:1st - Aryan Kaila, 2nd- Gautam 
Potdukhe, 3rd- Amal Jha
19-24 Boys:1st - Sachin Chauhan, 2nd- Arjun 
Gulati, 3rd - Anand Sapra
13-14 Girls:1st -Ragini Navet, 2nd- Amritha 
Mandava, 3rd-Srihitha Mandava
15-18 Girls:1st -Kriti Chowhan, 2nd- Gia 
Lamba, 3rd -Sriya Machiraju
19-24 Girls: 1st Riya Yadav 
WAGR Boys for the Jai Trophy Winner: 
Sachin Chauhan (in a playoff)
WAGR Girls for the Jai Trophy Winner: 
Riya Yadav

Ravi Dalal

Rahul Sanghani

Avtar Singh Panesar

LMJT - WAGR Boys Winner - 
Sachin Chauhan

LMJT - WAGR Girls Winner - 
Riya Yadav

LMJT - Prize Winners Boys & Girls

Club News





FEW ATTRACTIVE 
SPOTS 
near the Monterey Peninsula 
area in Northern California 
(home of Pebble Beach GC 
and other attractive tourist 
attractions):

1. The Monterey boardwalk 

2. Cannery Row at Monterey 

3. Shops at Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

4. The Pebble Beach Pro Shop

5. Restaurants at Monterey or   
 Carmel

6. The Monterey Aquarium. 

7.  Hiking in the hills around   
 Monterey

8. Big Sur hills 

9. Golfi ng at the following golf   
 courses in the area: 

- Links at Spanish Bay
- Monterey Peninsula Golf Course
- Cypress Point 
- Spyglass Hill 
- Poppy Hills

   G o l f P l u s     N O V E M B E R   2 0 2 0    59

Travel





Jacuzzi, and a rooftop pool.

Another outstanding accommodation option 
is The Grand Ho Tram Strip, a luxury 541-room 
hotel that ranks among the region’s best golf 
hotels. 

Located on a 2.2-kilometer private stretch of 
beach less than two hours from Ho Chi Minh 
City, The Grand also features a casino with 90 
table games and 500 slot machines, 12 food-
and-beverage outlets, a spa offering a range of 
treatments for golfers, three swimming pools 
as well as high-end retail outlets.

3: There are beaches galore
There’s a beach for pretty much every occasion 
in Ba Ria – Vung Tau, with family-friendly 
stretches of sand rubbing shoulders with 
deserted expanses of prime shoreline.

In Vung Tau city itself, visitors can choose 
between buzzy, vibrant Bai Truoc (Front Beach) 
or Bai Sau (Back Beach), which is a little quieter 
and is popular with kite-surfers due to its 
steady wind-swells.

Other options near the city include Pineapple 
Beach (a great sunset spot) and Paradise 
Beach. Just 15km from Vung Tau city, the 
charming seaside town of Long Hai offers a 
peaceful, gently-sloping beach.

The beaches get better the further north 
up the coastline you go. Star stretches in 
the vicinity of Ho Tram include Ho Coc and 
beautiful Sui O, which features a freshwater 

spring and yellow dunes.

The best beaches in Vung Tau-Ba Ria, however, 
are arguably the ones in the Con Dao 
archipelago where crystalline waters lap onto 
pristine white sands.

4: It’s a paradise for foodies
Offering options ranging from simple little 
spit-and-sawdust joints to lavish affairs, Ba Ria 
– Vung Tau has enough manna to satisfy any 
visiting gastronome. 

For upscale dining, it’s impossible to look 
past the various outlets at The Grand Ho 
Tram. Pick of the bunch here includes Ginger 
for Vietnamese and The Grand Bistro for 
sumptuous international offerings. Also 
notable is Infinity, the clubhouse restaurant at 
The Bluffs, which is a hit for its cuisine as well 
as its tremendous views of the Greg Norman-
designed course. 

With the bountiful East Sea lapping at its 
shores, Ba Ria-Vung Tau is legendary for its 
seafood offerings. In Vung Tau city, locals and 
visitors alike flock to the legendary Ganh Hao 
— an iconic eatery that serves delicious fresh 
seafood that is cooked to order. Also popular 
is Long Son fishing village. 

When visiting the province be sure to try 
some of its local specialities such as signature 
dishes like lau ca duoi (stingray hotpot) and 
banh khot (small circular pancakes filled with 
seafood like squid or shrimp and topped with 

Travel
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green onion and shrimp powder). 

5: There’s a wealth of things 
to see and do
Don’t want to go to the beach every day? 
Don’t worry, Ba Ria-Vung Tau has you covered!

Highlights of Vung Tau city range from active 
pursuits to pure unadulterated family fun. One 
of the symbols of the city is its iconic Jesus 
statue. Visitors can get up close and personal 
with Vietnam’s equivalent of the famous Christ 
the Redeemer statue in Rio De Janeiro by hiking 
to the top of Nui Nho Mountain up 847 steps. 
It’s not an easy climb, but the outlook over the 
city and the coastline are well worth the effort. 
Equally stunning vistas can be enjoyed from 
another Vung Tau icon: the city’s French-built 
lighthouse.

Another elevated attraction worth going up for 
is Ho May Culture & Ecotourism Park, which is 
reachable by cable car and features an array of 
fun rides and activities including bumper cars, 
rollercoasters and archery.

The province is blessed with outstanding 
natural beauty. The Con Dao archipelago has 
some of Vietnam’s best diving and snorkelling 
opportunities. Visitors can reach the island 
paradise by way of a helicopter ride from Vung 
Tau city. Another highlight gifted by Mother 
Nature is Binh Chau Hot Springs where a dip in 
the great outdoor pool, fed by the hot springs 
of the area, improves blood circulation, relaxes 
the muscles and soothes the nerves.

Throw in cultural 
attractions, 
natural wonders, 
incredible fresh 
seafood and 
easy access from 
Ho Chi Minh 
City (Vung Tau 
city is just 2.5 
hours by road 
and 2 hours by 
hydrofoil from 
the southern 
capital).

Designed by Australian legend Greg Norman, The 
Bluffs is rated as one of Asia’s most exacting golf tests

Fusion Suites Vung Tau offers smart, designer 
accommodations with glorious views over the ocean

Infinity, the clubhouse restaurant at The Bluffs, is one of 
numerous fantastic dining options in the region

Hiking up one of the peaks in Vung Tau city brings stunning visual rewards

1

2

4

5





mentioned in the Tournament Entry List/
Draw (Practice Round, Rounds 1 & 2) & 
also only those making the CUT (Rounds 
3 & 4) will be allowed entry at the 
Tournament Venue.

Players can opt to carry/push their own 
bag. Players doing so must abide by the 
Rules & Regulations of the Host Club.

Starter(s) will wear Mask, Face Shield 
and Gloves.

Only a scorecard and hole location/
local rules sheet will be distributed on the 
tee. They will be stapled together and 
given from the starter to the marker. There 
will be no exchange of paper between 
participants.
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Players MUST get their COVID-19 Test 
done 72 hours prior to their arriving at 
the tournament venue for their Practice 
Round. Only those with a Negative 
Test Report will be allowed and Players 
must bring with them the Test Report in 
person without which the Player cannot 
enter the Tournament/Venue.

Installing of the Aarogya-Setu App 
is being recommended for players and 
they are also expected to regularly 
update their health status on it.

Social Distancing (minimum of 6-foot 
distance from others) must be practiced 
at all times when at the tournament 
venue.

Masks mandatory in all areas except 
while playing on course and dining. 
This in accordance with the host club, 
state and MHA guidelines.

Gatherings are strictly prohibited 
– players will be asked to leave the 
tournament venue as soon as their 
round has been completed. No 
practice will be allowed after the 
Round.

If a player is showing any signs of 
illness he will be asked to stay home 
and must follow the health protocols 
as recommended by the health 
authorities.

No Player other than those as 

Please fi nd below the schedule of events for the remainder of 2020:

Here are some (of the many) regulations and guidelines formulated by the PGTI for the 
smooth functioning of events during the pandemic:

DATE

Nov 4-7, 2020

Nov 9-12, 2020

Dec 3-6, 2020

Dec 9-12, 2020
(TBC)

Dec 17-20, 
2020

TOURNAMENT

TATA Steel PGTI Players 
Championship 2020 

presented by Panchkula Golf 
Club

TATA Steel PGTI Players 
Championship 2020 

presented by Chandigarh Golf 
Club

Jeev Milkha Singh Invitational 
2020 presented by TAKE

IndianOil Servo Masters Golf 
2020

Tata Steel Tour Championship 
2020

PRO-AM

N/A

N/A

Dec 2, 2020

Dec 13, 2020
(TBC)

Dec 16, 2020

VENUE

Panchkula & 
Chandigarh Golf 

Clubs

Chandigarh & 
Panchkula Golf 

Clubs

Chandigarh Golf 
Club, 

Chandigarh
Digboi Golf 

Links, Digboi

Golmuri 
Golf Club, 

Jamshedpur

PRIZE MONEY

INR 30 Lacs

INR 30 Lacs

INR 1.5 Crore

INR 60 Lacs
 

INR 1.5 Crore
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The 18th fairway

The venue off ers 
a wide variety 
of fruits to the 
golfer as there 
are plenty of 
apples, peaches, 
plums, pears, 
mulberries and 
cherries hanging 
from the trees 
which are ready 
to eat.

The 5th Hole
Khalin Joshi plucks a fruit from one 
of the many fruit trees on the course

Enthusiastic school children pose with 
the champion Chikkarangappa S

“It was great to see so many kids on the 
course. I was about their age when I 
was fi rst attracted to golf. Hopefully, 
the kids’ visit to the golf course 
encourages them to take up the sport. 
Who knows then, we might see some of 
these young kids emerge as champions 
in the coming years.”
- Chikkarangappa



Speaking about making the transition from playing professional 
golf to coaching, the 39-year-old Sujjan said, “I felt I was always 
inclined towards coaching as I enjoyed it. I’ve played golf at the 
highest level so I feel I can help people have a relationship with 
the game. As a coach it’s exciting to explore all the intricacies of 
golf. Teaching each person presents a different challenge.”
Thirty-seven-year-old Mandeo, unlike Sujjan, had been 
coaching in India for a decade while also playing as a 
professional. He then got married to a Canadian citizen in 2015 
and moved to Canada where he began preparing himself to play 
the Qualifying School of the Web.com Tour (now called the Korn 
Ferry Tour).
Pathania said, “The Web.com Q School didn’t go well for me. 
It was a reality check as the conditions and greens were totally 
different from what I had experienced before. I then gradually 
shifted my focus to coaching full-time since I already had many 
years of coaching experience.
“Working as a coach has helped me stay connected with the 
game and also given me financial stability. There are not many 
former professionals coaching in Canada so that has been one 
of the biggest advantages for me in this country.”
Since the United Arab Emirates and Canada have not seen 
many Covid-19 cases in recent months, it’s now almost 
business as usual in both countries. As a result, Sujjan and 
Mandeo are both keeping extremely busy at their respective 
academies these days.
So what is the most important advice the two coaches give to 

PGTI WINNERS 
SUJJAN SINGH AND 
MANDEO SINGH 
PATHANIA 
FOLLOW A DIFFERENT CAREER PATH AWAY FROM 
INDIAN SHORES

Indian professionals Sujjan Singh and Mandeo Singh Pathania, 
both winners on the Professional Golf Tour of India (PGTI), have 
followed a different career path in recent years having established 

themselves as successful golf coaches in foreign lands.
Sujjan, who hails from Chandigarh and is a winner on the Asian 

Development Tour (ADT) and two-time winner on the PGTI, moved base to 
Dubai in late 2018 and took up coaching at The Els Club. On the other hand, 
Mandeo, who was originally based in Greater Noida and won one event on 
the PGTI, shifted to Ontario, Canada in April 2015 and subsequently started 
coaching at the Glen Abbey Golf Club located close to Toronto.
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their wards.
Sujjan, who currently also coaches Indian star SSP 
Chawrasia, said, “I tell my students to keep their 
expectations low and find things about the game 
that are challenging for them. Most importantly, I 
encourage them to enjoy the game.”
“I tell my trainees that there are no two people who 
have the same swing because there is no one way 
to swing the club, every person has his own way 
of doing it. Timing the ball is more important than 
having a good looking swing. Train your hands and 
you will be fine,” said Mandeo.
The two players have had to make certain 
adjustments in their new environments.
“I’ve had to adapt to working in an office-
like environment. So it’s given me a different 
perspective as compared to being on tour as a 
professional golfer earlier,” said the articulate 
Sujjan, who has been working with the likes of the 
world-renowned coach Claude Harmon III at The 
Els Club. 
“At the start I didn’t know what I was getting into 
but now I’m enjoying my new role. Life in Canada 
is great, people are very accommodating and 
the golf industry is growing. Travelling halfway 
across the world to India initially took a big toll on 
me physically and financially. So I don’t travel to 

won the ADT’s Taman Dayu Championship 2012 in 
Indonesia.
Mandeo, who won the PGTI’s CG Open 2010 
staged at the Bombay Presidency Golf Club 
(BPGC) in Mumbai, said, “I am where I am today 
because of the PGTI. I learnt everything on my 
home tour. I miss the competition, the uncertainty, 
the travel and my friends from the tour. We were all 
like a big family.
“I can say this thanks to my personal experience 
that the PGTI is better than many domestic tours 
around the world in terms of the number of events, 
prize money on offer, facilities on the tour and the 
expense involved in playing a tournament. It was a 
priceless experience playing on the PGTI. It’s great 
that the tour now also offers Official World Golf 
Ranking (OWGR) points. I’m keen on getting back 
to playing about six months of the year on the PGTI 
maybe after two years since I’m quite familiar with 
the playing conditions in India.
“My most cherished memory on the PGTI has to be 
winning the CG Open 2010. I always played well at 
the BPGC as it suited my game. I had a tremendous 
run on the PGTI from 2009 to 2011 as I hardly missed 
a cut. I was in a great frame of mind during that phase 
and held two course records at the time.

India too often now,” revealed the fitness freak 
Pathania, who was the Rookie of the Year during 
the 2005-06 Indian domestic season.
Both golfers cherish the years they spent playing 
on the PGTI.
Sujjan, who won the PGTI Players Championship 
events at Panchkula Golf Club in 2010 and at 
Oxford Golf & Country Club, Pune, in 2011, said, 
“The PGTI has forced an improvement in the 
standard of Indian professional golf. With big 
prize money on offer, competition has grown 
exponentially.
“The PGTI has such a variety of playing conditions 
to offer that one has to get used to adapting 
all the time. The weather, food and courses are 
so different across India that it’s almost like 
travelling a continent. It prepares you well for the 
international tours. I miss the camaraderie and the 
competitiveness on the tour.
“My most cherished memory on the PGTI is 
winning my first professional event at Panchkula in 
2010. It was special to win in front of my family and 
friends. On the last hole in Panchkula, I landed my 
third shot from behind a tree and about 60 yards 
out to within an inch of the cup to bag the title. I 
still count that as the best shot of my life given the 
situation and the setting,” added Sujjan, who also 
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Mandeo Singh Pathania 
with his students Sujjan Singh conducting a lesson








