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AND BACK TO GOLF
The 2021 Omega Dubai Desert Classic  nal 

leader board was headed by winner Paul Casey, 
who earned a four-shot win at Emirates Golf Club 
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Casey shot 

2-under 70 in the  nal round, good 
enough to beat South African Brandon 
Stone for a third Desert Swing title at 
17-under 271. Casey won the €435,485 
winner’s share of the $3,250,000 
purse.

The month gone by had a sad note to 
it as we lost a friend to Covid 19. 
Gidean Christian the Political attaché 
at the South African High 
Commission was instrumental in 
promoting gol  ng relations between 

India and the Republic of South Africa. We will 
miss him.  

EDITOR’S 
LETTER

Editor-in-Chief
editor@golfplusmonthly.com

The world is getting back to Golf with a 
vengeance making up for the missed golf 
due to the Covid 19 pandemic. As we head 

towards normalcy so does Golf, we are out at the 
greens like never before and so are 
the tours.

In India PGTI, the mens 
professional tour and WGAI, the 
women’s professional tour has 
already staged a number of events. 
Internationally two important events 
the Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship 
and the Dubai Desert Classic have 
been conducted successfully. 

The 2021 Abu Dhabi HSBC 
Championship  nal leader board was 
headed by winner Tyrrell Hatton, who earned his 
fourth-career European Tour Rolex Series title 
with a four-shot win at Abu Dhabi Golf Club in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. Hatton shot 
6-under 66 in the  nal round to win the 
€1,097,005 winner’s share of the $8,000,000 
purse.

Tyrrell Hatton

https://www.golfplusmonthly.com/
https://www.slwindia.com/






Mail in details of your achievement and join the elite 
GolfPlus Ace Club: editor@golfplusmonthly.com

This Month

Anshul Pal
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FRIMA, AEPTA, Dehradun

Arihaan Beri 
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Present

An Exclusive Online Exhibition 
of artworks 

by India’s top contemporary artists for members and 
subscribers of GolfPlus Monthly Magazine

In Support of Supported by

6TH AUGUST IS NATIONAL DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE DAY

Featuring artworks by 
Anjolie Ela Menon, Paresh Maity, Thota Vaikuntham, G. R. Santosh, Suhas Roy, Jogen 
Choudhury Jayasri Burman, Asit Patnaik, Shobha Broota, Shamshad Hussain, Nupur 

Kundu, A. V. Illango, Vishal Joshi, O.P. Sharma, Gopi Gajwani, Sachin Jaltare, Sidharth, 
Laxman Aelay, Jai Zharotia, Priyendra Shukla, Ramesh Gorjala and many more 

Also Artworks by  
PadmaVibhushan Pt. Birju Maharaj, Actor Sushma Seth, Sarod Maestro Ayaan Ali Khan, 

Padma Vibhushan Sculptor Ram Suttar

View works online www.golfplusmonthly.com 
For enquiries and bookings contact
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Email: caddindia2016@gmail.com
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Feature

edarnath is a tremendous 
space. The utterance 
of the sound “Shiva” 
attains a completely 
new dimension and 
signi  cance in Kedar. 
It is a space which has 

been specially prepared for this particular 
sound. When we utter the word “Shiva,” it is 
the freedom of the uncreated, the liberation 
of one who is not created. It is not right to say 
this, but it is almost like on this planet, the 
sound “Shiva” emanates from this place. For 
thousands of years, people have experienced 
that space as a reverberation of that sound. 
When we say “Shiva,” it is not about creating 
one more idol or god that we can ask for more 
prosperity or better things in life. The word 
“Shiva” means “that which is not.” Today, 
modern science is proving to us that everything 
comes from nothing and goes back to nothing. 
The basis of existence and the fundamental 
quality of the cosmos is vast nothingness. 
The galaxies are just a small happening – a 
sprinkling. The rest is all vast empty space, 
which is referred to as Shiva.

A heady mixture of energies
Kedarnath is a very heady mixture of energies. 
This is a place that has witnessed thousands of 
yogis and mystics of every kind. When I say 
every kind, you cannot imagine those kinds. 
These are people who made no attempt to 
teach anything to anyone. Their way of making 
an offering to the world was by leaving their 
energies, their path, their work – everything – 
in a certain way in these spaces. 
When you think of someone on the spiritual 
path, you would probably think of them within 
a certain kind of framework in terms of a 
certain kind of behavior, dress or speech. But 

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY 
AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

KEDARNATH
A CRAZY COCKTAIL OF SPIRITUALITY

this is not a land of just that kind of spiritual 
person. The kind that  ts into your ways of 
understanding has been here. But there have 
been many more who are utterly wild, whom 
you can never recognize as spiritual. But these 
are people who have touched the very peaks 
of existence. When we say “a yogi,” we do 
not mean someone of a certain behavior or 
morality. A yogi is perfectly in tune with life. 
So tuned in that he can dismantle life and put it 
back together again. The fundamental life that 
is you, if you can dismantle that completely 
and put it back, only then you are a yogi. There 
have been many such incredible human beings. 
For a person who is seeking some kind 
of spiritual uplift, Kedar is a boon whose 
proportions you cannot imagine. That’s how 
it is, if one is open to this. It is very dif  cult 
to explain what it means. After all, it’s just a 
mountain, an outcrop of rock. But what makes 
an enormous difference is what has done to the 
space by the type of people who lived here for 
thousands of years. This is the place where so 
many yogis shed their bodies. It is something 
you must experience. After being born in India, 
before you are too old and no good for anything, 
you must make it once to the Himalayas.   

The Hump of the Bull
There is a legend that after the Kurukshetra 
war, the Pandavas were very affected because 
they had killed their own kinsmen – their 
own brothers and relatives. This was called 
Gothravadha. They felt guilty and soiled by 
this act and were looking for a way to absolve 
themselves of it. So they went looking for 
Shiva.   
Shiva did not want to give them the pleasure 
of suddenly becoming free from this horrible 
act, so he converted himself into the form of 
a bull and tried to escape. But they espied him 

and followed him to try and catch him. Shiva 
went into the ground and when he came up, 
different parts of the body came up in different 
places. The forehead is Pashupathinath in 
Nepal, considered as the most signi  cant. The 
hump of the bull is Kedarnath, the two forelegs 
are Tunganath, which is on the way to Kedar. 
The navel appeared in a place in the Indian part 
of the Himalaya called Madhya-Maheshwar 
which is a very powerful Manipuraka linga, 
and the matted locks of Shiva appeared in what 
is called Kalpnath. Like this, different parts of 
the body appeared in different places.  
This description of body parts has something to 
do with the seven chakras. These temples were 
established as a human body. It was a great 
experiment – trying to create a huge body with 
a tantric possibility. One such body happened 
in the direction of the Indian Himalayas. 
Another such body  owed towards the western 
direction where they tried to convert Nepal 
itself into a body.

Kantisarovar – Lake of Grace
The legend goes that Shiva and Parvati lived 
on the banks of Kantisarovar, and in Kedar, 
there lived many yogis whom they would 
visit. Kantisarovar is the lake that burst out and 
came to Kedar during the 2013  oods. Today, 
it is being called Gandhi Sarovar. It is actually 
Kantisarovar. Kanti means grace, sarovar 
means a lake. It is a lake of grace. In the yogic 
culture, Shiva is not seen as a God. He was 
a being who walked this land and is the very 
source of the yogic traditions. He is the Adiyogi 
or the  rst yogi, and also the Adi Guru, the  rst 
Guru. This  rst transmission of yogic sciences 
happened on the banks of Kantisarovar, where 
Adiyogi began a systematic exposition of this 
inner technology to his  rst seven disciples, 
celebrated today as the Sapta Rishis.



That is when I perceived this song. I didn’t 
make it up, I didn’t write it – it just descended 
upon me. The whole song  owed out in 
Sanskrit. The experience was overpowering.
Slowly, after some time, everything fell 
back into its earlier form. The fall of my 
consciousness – the fall from nada to rupa – 
 lled my eyes with tears.

Nada Brahma simply means experiencing 
the world as a sound, not as a form. Modern 
science also says that every sound has a form 
attached to it, and every form has a sound 
attached to it. This is a scienti  c reality. And 
today we also know that there is no such 
thing as matter anymore as far as science is 
concerned. Where there is a vibration, there is 
bound to be a sound. So in yoga, we say the 
whole of existence is sound.  
If you just give yourself to that song, there is a 
kind of power to it. It has a power to dissolve 
a person, if you really throw yourself into it.

lost their form and only nada – sound – 
existed. The mountain, the lake and the whole 
surroundings, including my body, did not exist 
in their usual form. Everything was just sound. 
Within me a song arose: “Nada brahma 
vishwa swaroopa.”

Nada Brahma Vishwaswaroopa
Nada Hi Sakala Jeevaroopa
Nada Hi Karma Nada Hi Dharma
Nada Hi Bandhana Nada Hi Mukti
Nada Hi Shankara Nada Hi Shakti
Nadam Nadam Sarvam Nadam
Nadam Nadam Nadam Nadam

I am somebody who always avoided learning 
the Sanskrit language. Though I like the 
language very much and I know the depth of 
the language, I avoided learning it because the 
moment you learn Sanskrit, you will invariably 
end up reading the scriptures. My own vision 
has never failed me in anything even for one 
moment, so I did not want to clutter myself 
with scriptures and all these traditions. So I 
avoided Sanskrit.
While I was sitting there, my mouth was 
de  nitely closed and my eyes open, and I 
heard this song in a big way, in my voice. It 
was my voice singing, and it was a Sanskrit 
song. I heard it clearly, loudly. So loud, it was 
like the whole mountain was singing. In my 
experience, everything had turned into sound. 
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Many years ago, I used to travel alone for a 
month or two every year in the Himalayas. At 
that time I just went by myself, by local bus. 
Generally I sat on top of the bus and went 
because I didn’t want to miss the mountains. 
These were crazy buses! They started at 4 or 
4:30 in the morning from Haridwar and went 
straight to either Gaurikund or Badrinath. They 
didn’t stop anywhere except to pick up and 
drop people – not even for food. They used to 
be called Bhook Hartal buses, which means 
“hunger strike” buses. The driver would have 
his rolled up chapatti which he eats as he is 
driving while you sit there wondering about 
lunch!
When I got to Kedar after a long trek from 
Gaurikund, I heard about Kantisarovar, so one 
afternoon, I set forth around 2 or 2:30 p.m. and 
got there in little more than an hour’s time. 
There was the lake and snow-capped mountains 
around it. In terms of nature, it is fantastic – this 
huge lake of absolutely still water, no vegetation 
and all the snow-covered peaks re  ecting in the 
totally still water. It was an incredible place.
I just sat there, and the serenity, silence and 
purity penetrated my consciousness. The climb, 
the altitude and the desolate beauty of that place 
left me breathless. I sat in that stillness on a 
small rock with my eyes open, imbibing every 
form around me. The surroundings gradually 

FOR A PERSON WHO IS 
SEEKING SOME KIND OF 
SPIRITUAL UPLIFT, KEDAR 
IS A BOON WHOSE 
PROPORTIONS YOU 
CANNOT IMAGINE.
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THE SCIENCE OF 
A RESTART, A 
PERSONAL OPINION

Ishwar Achanta
Hon. Treasurer, Indian Golf Union 
Director - Asia Paci  c Golf 
Confederation

covid-19-resource-center.html) makes 
for some remarkably interesting reading. 
This strategy involves a “phased-in” 
approach with 3 phases. They have created a 
“playbook”, updated periodically to capture 
amendments and progress. 

As the vaccine rolls out, so does the 
con  dence level of the Nation. 
Citizens are enthused by our 

Government’s focused plan to reach the 
vaccine to the entire Nation, in a staged 
manner.
We see people now beginning to step out of 
their cocoons, attend to work, social events, 
exercise and play a sport.
There have been enquiries from our 
stakeholders on a restart for IGU events 
and I can tell you that our Vice President, 
Brijinder Singh, is personally leading the 
restart initiatives. We will all be hearing 
from him shortly.
Meanwhile, when one speaks with and 
reaches out with the administrators in other 
Nations, once still gets a feel that all is not 
well with the restart.

All our events are and can only be 
played, in our member Clubs. Hence, 
it is imperative for us to work with the 
designated Clubs and establish a robust 
restart program or, if there has been a 
restart, to adopt their strategy and dovetail 
it into best practices that have emerged 
from all around the world. To my mind, the 
USGA, England Golf and Golf Australia 
are the trend setters when it comes to 
mature gol  ng practices.

THE USGA
The USGA has co-sponsored/co-authored 
an initiative called “Back2Golf”, which is 
s strategy that provides guidelines for their 
Golf Courses in line with their Center for 
Disease Control’s (CDC) directives.
Their website (www.usga.org/course-care/

www.usga.org/course-care/covid-19-resource-center.html
www.usga.org/course-care/covid-19-resource-center.html
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working closely with the R&A, they have 
produced a detailed frame work for Golf’s 
restart, in each of the cities/areas, with a 
different tier categories. www.englandgolf.
org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/A-
Framework-for-Playing-Golf-Dec21.pdf

ENGLAND GOLF
Our counterparts in the U.K have evolved a 
“Play Safe, Stay Safe” protocol. 
Apparently, the U.K has 4 tiers of 
restrictions across the country. Obviously, 

The U.K 
has 4 tiers 

of restrictions 
across the country. 
Obviously, working 

closely with the 
R&A.

www.englandgolf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/A-Framework-for-Playing-Golf-Dec21.pdf


18   G o l f P l u s    F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 1 

R&A and the USGA, has evolved its 
strategy in the form of a “COVID 19 
Resource Center”. (https://www.golf.org.
au/covid-19/)
An outstanding component of this 
resource Center is their “Membership 
Renewal” Marketing Support Program. 

GOLF 
AUSTRALIA
Our counterparts in Australia, perhaps, 
one of the most mature Nations, in terms 
of Golf Administration outside of the 

It is essentially a marketing tool kit that 
assists the Club in retaining membership. 
Another initiative is in an advisory 
for Economic survival and support for 
businesses during COVID-19, as offered 
by their respective provincial governments 
for stimulus to clubs and facilities.

NEGATIVE Test Report for both player 
and caddie.
I am sure, everyone is eagerly looking 
forward to the restart of competitive Golf 
especially for those seeking to climb the, 
merit list and aspire to don, India colors. 
As you read this, it is hoped that our VP, 
would have announced some dates for the 
 rst few events.

PGTI
I was advised by Sampath Chari, 
PGTI’s TD, that they have established 
2020 COVID-19 Guidelines for PGTI 
Tournaments” and that their players 
had adhered to the instructions in the 
events that have been played. A must 
do is to submit the COVID-19 RT-PCR 

I take this opportunity to wish each and 
everyone of you a very safe restart and to 
all those competing at our events, I urge 
you to practice social distancing, keep 
your hands sanitized and most importantly, 
always wear a mask (or two). Godspeed.

(This column is the personal opinion of 
the author and does in no way reflect the 
official position or otherwise of the IGU)

https://www.golf.org.au/covid-19/
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his week, the 15th edition of the Abu 
Dhabi HSBC Championship will kick 
off the 2021 European Tour season 
with a world-class  eld, including 

defending champion Lee Westwood and 
Major champions Rory McIlroy and Justin 
Thomas.

On Tuesday, all three players came together 
as part of a photocall that involved a cake, 
in honour of the United Arab Emirates 
celebrating its 50th anniversary.
The of  cial date is in December, but the 
UAE are keen to make their Golden Jubilee 
a year-long celebration, starting with some 

of the world’s biggest events.
The Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship is 
one of their key events in January, and the 
tournament holds the distinction of hosting 
the  rst Rolex Series event for the third year 
in a row, having been elevated in status in 
2019.
Ahead of the event, defending champion Lee 
Westwood talked about the ways in which 
he has witnessed the UAE develop since he 
 rst arrived in Dubai in 1994.

“I  rst came here in 1994 for the for the 
Desert Classic, and that was basically 
Nahlah Air between the airport and the 
Emirates Golf Club. You drove down 
trackside road. It was one lane going one 
way, another lane coming back. And, you 
know, the growth stayed that way for a few 
years, probably till about 1997/98. Then 
things started to crop up, you know, a few 
more hotels being built on the beaches and 
the change over since about 1998, these 22 
years has just been staggering really.
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ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

he European Tour announced the 
return of its Golf for Good initiative 
for 2021 featuring several new 
concepts as part of season-long 

campaign to give back across three key areas.
Golf for Good made a positive impact in 2020 
after it was launched to coincide with the 
Tour’s return to action last July.
The initiative will now continue across the 
entirety of the new season with the renewed 
aims of:
• Supporting communities where the 
European Tour plays

• Celebrating the true heroes of the 
pandemic such as frontline workers

• Promoting golf for all

Last year, more than €1 million was donated 
to good causes as part of Golf for Good, 
while tens of thousands of golf balls were 
distributed at grassroots level and local 
frontline heroes were surprised with special 
prizes and video calls from Tour players. 
The many health bene  ts of golf were also 
emphasised as the European Tour showcased 
golf as an inclusive sport that can have a 
positive effect on people’s lives.
As part of the 2021 Golf for Good campaign, 
a new fundraising drive called ‘Every Birdie 

Counts’ begins at this week’s Rolex Series 
event, the Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship, 
and will run through the season.
It will ensure that for every single birdie made 
this season on the European Tour in 2021, a 
minimum €1 will be donated to charity.

The minimum donations for every event will 
increase to €10 for eagles, while albatrosses 
will result in a minimum €1,000 donation. 
At the end of each tournament, the amount 
raised during that week will be donated to 
a charitable cause chosen by the European 
Tour along with tournament partners.
Several key events in the calendar, 
meanwhile, will receive a Birdie Boost - 
meaning the donation amounts for each 
birdie, eagle and albatross will be increased 
for the entirety of the tournament.

GOLF FOR GOOD RETURNS WITH LAUNCH OF ‘EVERY BIRDIE 
COUNTS’ CAMPAIGN
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PLAYERS CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

The minimum donations for 
every event will increase to €10 
for eagles, while albatrosses 
will result in a minimum €1,000 
donation. 



hane Lowry says his motivation to play 
has never been stronger as he sets his 
sights on more wins and making the 
European Ryder Cup team in 2021.

The Irishman, who earned his  rst Rolex Series 
title at the 2019 edition of the Abu Dhabi HSBC 
Championship, is con  dent and ‘ready to hit the 
ground running’ ahead of the  rst event of the 
new season.
“My motivation has never been stronger,” said 
Lowry.
“I probably have more motivation than I ever 
had to go out, play my best, answer some 
questions I have of myself – or maybe that 
other people have. I’m ready to hit the ground 
running this year and hopefully I can get off to a 
good start this week.
“Anybody who knows me knows I’m one of the 
most competitive people you will come across. 
Even playing nine holes with Pádraig today and 

I’m trying my best to shoot the best score I can 
to win that. The next big tournament I’d like to 
win would be this one. Every tournament I play 
I’m trying to win. You don’t win them all. You 
just have to take your chance when you get it. I 
come out here and give my best week-in, week-
out to try and compete.”
With the European Points Race for the Ryder 
Cup resuming this week since they were paused 
after the Commercial Bank Qatar Masters 
in March 2020, it’s a clear focus for a lot of 
European players hoping to make the team that 

 ies to Whistling Straits in September.
Yet despite playing with Harrington earlier in 
the day, the current Open champion admitted 
that the Ryder Cup is one topic that he doesn’t 
broach with the European Captain.
“It’s funny, we never talk about it,” said Lowry, 
who admitted he wants to earn his way on to the 
team rather than needing to require a pick.

ngland’s Lee Westwood has been voted for a record 
fourth time the Association of Golf Writers (AGW) 
‘Golfer of the Year’.
Westwood polled 53% of the votes of Association 

members to secure the 2020 ‘Golfer of the Year’ title from 
Germany’s and AIG Women’s Open winner, Sophia Popov 
who was second favourite among members with 20% of the 
votes.
The prestigious AGW Golfer Writers Trophy, and initially 
awarded in 1951, recognises the team, person or persons, 
resident or born in Europe, who in the opinion of the 
majority of Association members, made the most outstanding 
contribution to golf during the preceding 12 months.
Westwood was  rst presented with the award in 1998 and 
then for a second time in 2000 when he brilliantly won seven 
times around the globe. He was voted AGW ‘Golfer of the 
Year’ for a third occasion in 1999.
Now eleven-years later the 47-year-old Westwood, and just 
weeks after capturing the European Tour No. 1 crown for a 
third occasion, is the  rst player to win the AGW members 
majority vote four times.

ive-time PGA Tour winner 
Kevin Na, who won the PGA 
Tour’s Sony Open in Hawaii, 
is the latest American start to 

enter the 2021 Saudi International 
powered by Softbank Investment 
Advisers.
The third edition of the Saudi 
International, which will again be 
played at Royal Greens Golf & 
Country Club 
from February 
4-7, will see 
13 Major 
Champions, 
29 Ryder Cup 
stars and a  eld 
with more than 
900 combined 
international 
titles.
Na is making his 
 rst trip to Saudi 

Arabia and will 
be playing in his 
 rst European 

Tour event since 2015. He joins a list 
of American players which includes 
World Number One and 2020 
Masters Champion Dustin Johnson, 
2020 U.S. Open Champion Bryson 
DeChambeau,  ve-time Major 
winner Phil Mickelson, 2018 Masters 
Tournament champion Patrick Reed 
and World Number 18 Tony Finau.

“The more I heard about the player 
 eld for the Saudi International 

powered by Softbank Investment 
Advisers, the more I felt like I didn’t 
want to miss out,” said Na. The depth 
and strength of the  eld in Saudi is 
what really appealed to me.
“I haven’t played in many European 
Tour events in recent years, so I am 
really looking forward to getting back 

out there and 
visiting Saudi 
Arabia for the 
 rst time.”

Na and his 
compatriots 
will be vying 
to become 
the second 
American to 
win the Saudi 
International 
after Dustin 
Johnson in 
2019, but 
will face 

stiff competition from a star-studded 
European contingent that includes 
Rafa Cabrera-Bello, Paul Casey, 
Tommy Fleetwood, Sergio Garcia, 
Tyrrell Hatton, Martin Kaymer, Ian 
Poulter, Justin Rose, Henrik Stenson, 
Lee Westwood, Bernd Wiesberger, 
Danny Willett along with defending 
Champion Graeme McDowell.

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR
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LOWRY’S MOTIVATION STRONGER THAN EVER AS HE SETS SIGHTS ON RYDER CUP

WESTWOOD WINS AGW 
GOLFER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
FOR RECORD FOURTH TIME

NA JOINS STRONG AMERICAN CONTINGENT 
VYING FOR 2021 SAUDI INTERNATIONAL

“I probably have more 
motivation than I ever had to 
go out, play my best, answer 
some questions I have of 
myself - or maybe that other 
people have.”
- Shane Lowry



managed just one win in his 
 rst 369 starts.

“It feels great. It’s great 
to get off to a good start 
this year and get back in 
Maui (next year). It’s just 
all positives. But I’d like 
to win another one before 
the season’s over,” Na said. 

“I used to be a really consistent player, a lot 
of top 10s, a lot of made cuts. Winning was 
still important then but winning felt a little bit 
distant to me. I knew I could do it; I’ve done 
it before … but I went so many years without 
winning that I kind of forgot that feeling, and 
when I validated it at Greenbrier, it made me 
hungry for more.

ON THE PGA TOUR
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Tournament Host Tiger Woods announced Willie Mack III as 
the recipient of the Charlie Sifford Memorial Exemption into 
the 2021 Genesis Invitational  eld. Awarded since 2009, the 

exemption represents the advancement of diversity in the game of golf.
“Willie learned to golf with his dad just like I did and those are memories 
that will last forever. I am excited to see Willie make another lasting 
memory when he tees it up at Riviera,” Woods said. “Willie has endured 
through dif  cult times off the course the past few years and I know 
Charlie would be proud of how he has stayed 
focused on achieving his dream.”
Mack, a native of Flint, MI, played college 
golf at Bethune-Cookman winning 11 titles 
as a Wildcat. In 2011, Mack became the 
 rst African American to win the Michigan 

Amateur Championship. Mack currently 
competes on the Advocates Pro Golf 
Association (APGA) Tour and Florida 
Professional Golf Tour, earning Player of the 
Year honors for both tours in 2019.
Since 2009, the exemption has been given to a golfer representing a 
minority background to play in the annual PGA TOUR event at Riviera. 

In 2017, the exemption was re-named to honor the memory of 
Charlie Sifford, the  rst African American player to compete on 
the PGA TOUR. Previous exemption recipients include Vincent 
Johnson (2009), Joshua Wooding (2010), Joseph Bramlett (2011 
& 2020), Andy Walker (2012), Jeremiah Wooding (2013), Harold 
Varner III (2014), Carlos Sainz, Jr. (2015), J.J. Spaun (2016), Kevin 

M. Hall (2017), Cameron Champ (2018) and Tim O’Neal (2019).

WOODS ANNOUNCES WILLIE MACK III AS RECIPIENT OF THE 2021 
CHARLES SIFFORD MEMORIAL EXEMPTION

NA WINS SONY OPEN IN HAWAII
Kevin Na was nearly forced to 
withdraw from the Sony Open in 
Hawaii for the third straight year when 

he felt pain in his ribs on Wednesday. He’d 
missed the previous two iterations with neck 
and  nger injuries after arriving on site.
This time – with the help of his traveling 
trainer – the 37-year-old battled on, and by 
Sunday afternoon he was tapping home a  nal 
hole birdie to claim his  fth PGA TOUR win.
“On Wednesday morning, warming up in the 
pro-am, I hit one hard and I pulled my rib, and 
I didn’t know what to expect. 
... I was like here we go again,” 
Na revealed. “My trainer that I 
just added to the team, Cornel 
Driessen, he helped me out a 
lot. We worked on it, loosened 
it, and the next day I woke up, 
it felt great and felt like nothing 
happened. Had he not been 
here, I don’t know, it might 
have been a different story.”
It’s been an incredible run for 
the Korean-American who has now won in 
the last four TOUR seasons, joining Dustin 
Johnson, Jon Rahm, Justin Thomas and 
Bryson DeChambeau as the only players to 
have a similar active streak going. He has 
surged to 10th in the FedExCup standings 
and jumped to 23rd in the world rankings. 
This was Na’s fourth win in 55 starts after he 

Augusta National Golf Club 
announced that it intends to have 
limited fans on-site for this year’s 

Masters. 
“Following the successful conduct of the 
Masters Tournament last November with only 
essential personnel, we are con  dent in our 
ability to responsibly invite a limited number 
of patrons to Augusta National in April,” 
said Fred Ridley, the chairman of Augusta 
National Golf Club. “As with the November 
Masters, we will implement practices and 
policies that will protect the health and safety 
of everyone in attendance. Nothing is, or will 
be, more important than the well-being of all 
involved. 
“While we are disappointed that we will be 
unable to accommodate a full complement of 
patrons this year, we will continue our efforts 
to ensure that all who purchased tickets from 
Augusta National will have access in 2022, 
provided conditions improve.”  
Ridley also announced that the Augusta 
National Women’s Amateur and Drive, 
Chip and Putt National Finals will be 
conducted after being cancelled in 2020. 
Both competitions also intend to host a small 
number of patrons.

MASTERS ANNOUNCES 
LIMITED ATTENDANCE 
FOR 2021



We should have known Harris English 
would win the Sentry Tournament of 
Champions – after all it has been the 

season of drought-breakers thus far on the PGA 
TOUR.
English claimed his third TOUR win - but  rst 
since the Mayakoba Golf Classic in November 
of 2013 – in a playoff over Joaquin Niemann at 
the Plantation Course at Kapalua.
He joins Stewart Cink (11 years), Martin Laird 
(seven years) and Brian Gay (seven years) as 
players to break win droughts of over seven 
years this season. We’ve also seen Robert Streb 
win again after a six-year drought.
Even Sergio Garcia and Hudson Swafford 
gained wins for the  rst time in over three 
years, while Carlos Ortiz and Jason Kokrak 
gained their  rst TOUR wins after four and nine 
seasons, respectively.
“It feels amazing. All the hard work that has 
gone into this, all the highs and lows of golf 
that it brings over a career and I feel like I’ve 
gotten out of my valley and getting back to the 
tournaments and some of the quality of golf that 
I know I can play,” English said emotionally. “It 
feels great to have some validation out there on 
the golf course.”
He joins Stewart Cink (11 years), Martin Laird 
(seven years) and Brian Gay (seven years) as 

“It feels amazing. All the hard work that has 
gone into this, all the highs and lows of golf 
that it brings over a career and I feel like I’ve 
gotten out of my valley and getting back to the 
tournaments and some of the quality of golf that 
I know I can play,” English said emotionally. “It 
feels great to have some validation out there on 
the golf course.”

The TOUR joins NASCAR and the National 
Hockey League (NHL) as league partners in 

the campaign, which focuses on 
the fundamentals of responsible 
sports betting: setting a budget 
and sticking to it, keeping betting 
social, knowing the odds, and 
playing with trusted, regulated 
operators. Monumental Sports 
& Entertainment and the Vegas 
Golden Knights have also 
committed inventory in support 
of the campaign.

“A key pillar of the PGA TOUR’s sports 
betting strategy is responsible gaming and 
ensuring our fans are equipped 
with the appropriate resources so 
they are properly prepared and 
educated,” said Scott War  eld, 
VP of Gaming at the PGA TOUR. 
“By aligning with the American 
Gaming Association in support of 
its Have A Game Plan campaign 
we’re able to align our efforts 
and provide a consistent message 
focused on responsible gaming.”
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The PGA TOUR joined the American 
Gaming Association (AGA) as the 
newest Have A Game Plan. Bet 

Responsibly public service campaign partner 
to educate golf fans on responsible sports 
betting.
As part of the campaign, the TOUR will 
develop content that encourages its fans to 
“Know When to Lay Up” and bet responsibly. 
The co-branded responsible gaming content 
will appear on social and digital platforms 
along with public service announcements that 
will air on PGA TOUR Radio.

PGA TOUR AND AGA ALIGN TO EDUCATE FANS ON RESPONSIBLE GAMING
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players to break win droughts of over seven 
years this season. We’ve also seen Robert Streb 
win again after a six-year drought.
Even Sergio Garcia and Hudson Swafford 
gained wins for the  rst time in over three 
years, while Carlos Ortiz and Jason Kokrak 
gained their  rst TOUR wins after four and nine 
seasons, respectively.

HARRIS ENGLISH WINS IN A PLAYOFF AT SENTRY

SOCCER LEGEND DONOVAN DISCUSSES HIS 
LOVE OF GOLF

they’re able to do is so high because in my 
opinion, tennis and golf are the two most 
mentally challenging sports. And I think golf is a 
little more than tennis because of what I just said. 
It’s a game and a sport that is far ahead of other 
sports in the way players mentally prepare. And 
if we could take that level of mental work and 
preparation and put it into other sports, athletes 
would be a lot better. And it’s still sort of the last 
plateau or I guess the last the last area to conquer 
in team sports because it’s seen as not macho or 
just toughing through it or get on with it, whereas 
in golf it’s like the mental side is you could say 
more important than the physical side.”

Landon Donovan is generally regarded 
as the best American male soccer player 
of all time, so accomplished the Major 

League Soccer’s MVP award is named in his 
honor. On Wednesday, though, the 38-year-old 
steps outside his comfort zone to play with Tony 
Finau against Paul Casey and singer Jake Owen 
in the American Express Charity Challenge at 
PGA WEST in La Quinta, California. Donovan, 
who is co-founder and manager of the San Diego 
Loyal Soccer Club, took some time before the 
event to talk about how he got his start in golf 
and the particular skills he thinks set the game 
apart.
“I believe it was in third grade. The reason I 
started was I was having some problems in 
school with my behavior and my parents told 
me that if I behaved well, they would take me 
on some sort of outing of my choosing. And I 
have no idea why one of the times I said I want 
to golf. And they were like, okay. So, I actually 
went out with my mom and started gol  ng. So, 
there’s a nostalgic piece of it. And then it’s kind 
of come and gone as I’ve been an adult -- mainly 
based around my schedule and if I physically felt 
up to it or not when I was playing. But now that 
I’m coaching, there’s not a ton of time, but when 
I can I just love the sport.
Honestly the level of respect I have for what 
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supportive of the various operational options 
that were formulated.” said Patrick Feizal 
Joyce, Senior Vice President, Golf – APAC, 
Sport  ve.
“Ultimately public health and safety remain 
the highest priority for us and due to the 
evolving nature of the COVID19 situation 
around the world, we felt it would be prudent 
for us to stay patient and work towards holding 
the next edition in 2022,” added Joyce.
The 2020 edition of the SMBC Singapore 
Open took place from January 16-19 on the 
Serapong Course at Sentosa Golf Club. Matt 
Kuchar, the bronze medallist from the Rio 
2016 Olympic Games, pulled off a stunning 
comeback in the  nal round to win the US$1 
million tournament with an 18-under par total, 
turning the tables on gold medallist Justin 
Rose who  nished second, three shots back at 
15-under par.

Berry Henson is one of 
the Asian Tour’s great 
personalities and, indeed, 

success stories: since earning 
his card a decade ago, he has 
 nished in the top-50 on the 

Tour’s Order of Merit every 
year, bar one. As the game 
is temporarily in “recess” 
in Asia, we thought it an 
opportune time to speak to him 
about his career playing in the 
region and ask him how has 
been spending his time during the coronavirus pandemic. As we found out, he 
has been busy …
It is fair to say Berry Henson has enjoyed the best of both worlds: the two 
worlds being California, “The Best Coast”, as it is popularly known, and “The 
Kingdom” of Thailand  the former being his place of birth and home in the 
United States, and the latter his adopted home for the past 10 years.
You would probably only leave California if you were going somewhere as 
idyllic as Thailand, but, in Henson’s case it was also a matter of urgency: he 
needed to secure status on one of the world’s leading Tours  and the Asian 
Tour was his last chance.
Henson rejoined the Asian Tour’s Tournament Players’ Committee toward the 
end of last year, and is very keen to help the Tour  and in so doing, repay 
them for helping his career.
“I have always tried to help the guys build their status and that is kind of what 
#Thaispinner is part of. Maybe some people don’t look at it that way but I like 
doing that stuff because it helps the Asian Tour. Those guys are so talented and 
everybody sees it and thinks it’s cool. Not many people in the world realize 
what these guys do around the greens. Building that content for not just the 
Thai players but the Asian Tour brings a lot of value.”
Clearly, and impressively, there is no time to rest for Berry Henson, even with 
an ongoing global pandemic.

Wade Ormsby, 
understandably, says 
that after COVID-19 

played havoc with last year, he 
almost forgot he actually won 
a tournament, the Hong Kong 
Open. But when we spoke 
to him, last week, about that 
dominant victory  exactly a 
year ago today  the memories 
quickly came  ooding back.
To say Wade Ormsby was 
a driven man, seeking 
redemption, at last year’s Hong 
Kong Open at the Hong Kong 
Golf Club is probably an understatement.
There was real sense of commitment and purpose to his second 
victory in one of Asia’s blue-chip events and it all stemmed from 
bitter disappointment a few weeks earlier.
He had been in contention at the Australian PGA Championship 
at RAVC Royal Pines on the Gold Coast, but dropped shots over 
the inward stretch and watched his famous compatriot Adam Scott 
march to victory.
“I gave myself plenty of opportunities, I just kept on messing up in 
the last 10 to 12 holes,” said Ormsby from his home in Adelaide.
“I tried to  gure out what was wrong and I realised the mental 
part wasn’t playing ball. I had to do something about that in those 
few weeks off because I wasn’t a very happy camper. I was really 
driven after my annoying drive to the airport, Sunday night after 
the Australian PGA.”
And after his wife also advised him not to go back on Tour until he 
had  xed the issue he says he sat on the couch one night and went 
through all his possible solutions.

Organisers of the SMBC Singapore 
Open announced that the next edition 
of the tournament will take place in 

January 2022. The US$1 million event, jointly 
sanctioned by the Asian Tour and Japan Golf 
Tour Organisation, has been traditionally 
held each January on the Serapong Course at 
Sentosa Golf Club.
“While it is truly a shame that the tournament 
won’t be held this year, we have been involved 
in the discussions throughout the planning 
process and are fully supportive of the dif  cult 
decision that has been made by Sport  ve. 
We shall all look forward to the return of 
the SMBC Singapore Open in 2022,” said 
Ross Tan, President of the Singapore Golf 
Association.
“The SMBC Singapore Open is one of Asia’s 
iconic events and a highlight on the golf 
calendar. We worked tirelessly with all the 

ATONEMENT FOR ORMSBY 
IN HONG KONG

BERRY HENSON: GOLF, GYM, TRADE, 
STUDY REPEAT …

various authorities and stakeholders to see 
how best to deliver a safe and signi  cant 
tournament for the players and partners. All 
parties especially SMBC, Singapore Tourism 
Board and Sentosa Golf Club were extremely 

SMBC SINGAPORE OPEN TO RETURN IN 2022
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Korea’s KPGA Tour was able to stage 11 
tournaments last year, plus two smaller 
specially approved events - despite trying 

circumstances caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. We spoke to some of the leading 
players in Korea about how they dealt with 
2020 and what their hopes are for the future.
While 2020 was a season most want to forget, 
there were some success stories in Asia and 
none more so than Korean Taehee Lee - who 
claimed the GS Caltex Maekyung Open in 
August.
Lee became the  rst player to win what is one 
of Korea’s most prestigious events twice, after 
successfully defending the title he claimed in 
2019.
“Back-to-back wins at the GS Caltex Maekyung 
Open was amazing!” said the Korean, who 
also  nished 2020 ranked  rst on the Korean 
rankings.
“It was also the  rst time in history that someone 
has won it more than once. This year I will do 
my best to make it three!”
Last season, the GS Caltex Maekyung Open 
would have been on the Asian Tour schedule 
but, with travel restrictions in place, the 
tournament -  rst played in 1982 - remained 
solely a KPGA Tour event.

Lee says he was able enjoy a better 
quality of life in 2020, although 
frustrated by the lack of tournament 
playing time.
“As the number of tournaments 
decreased I could hardly get out and 
play. The road to overseas events 
was blocked. But personally, I had 
more time on my hands; I had more 
time to focus on my family. It was a 
time when I could see how precious 
life is. I also traveled a lot [in Korea] 
and visited a lot of places. Of course, 
I had a lot more time to practice as well,” added 
the Korean.
His  rst victory in the GS Caltex Maekyung 
Open, when it was was part of the Asian Tour, 
saw him earn playing rights for the Tour and 
he is determined to  nd more success when the 
circuit returns.
“I like warm countries, so the Asian Tour is great 
for me because there are many Southeast Asian 
venues. I want to do better and I am preparing 
for that. I want to let my fans know my name if 
there is a tournament on!”
Two-time Asian Tour winner Sanghyun Park 
from Korea also welcomed the downtime.
“I have had a good time with my babies at home 
because of the coronavirus,” said Park, who was 
runner-up on the Asian Tour Order of Merit in 
2018.
“But it has been dif  cult having lost a lot of 
tournaments and not being able to go overseas 
and train.
“I don’t have any plans for the New Year, I will 
wait and see what happens but I really want to 
participate in tournaments!”
Says Korean Kyongjun Moon, ranked number 
one in Korea in 2019: “Due to the spread of 

COVID-19, I have been taking care 
of my health with my family and 
staying quiet at home.
“The number of competitions has 
decreased and I can’t exercise 
comfortably, but I was more thankful 
than ever that I could participate in 
tournaments!”
“It has been dif  cult for the Asian 
Tour because it travels to many 
countries. In 2020, because of 
COVID-19, many people’s thoughts 

changed and it was hard, but in 2021, with 
vaccines and treatments coming out, I want to 
travel and meet golf fans on the Asian Tour like 
before,” added Moon.
“2020 was the ‘fastest’ season of my career,” 
joked Korean Bio Kim.
“Now I`m taking a rest and watching my baby 
and working hard on physical training.”
Kim triumphed twice in Korea in 2019, 
signaling a popular return to form for a player 
who 10 years ago, as a 21-year-old, was one 
of the hottest properties in world golf when he 
quali  ed to play on the US PGA Tour.
Seung Park, who in 2019 became the  rst 
Korean to win on the Asian Development Tour 
when he claimed the OB Golf Invitational in 
Indonesia, was the most philosophical with his 
answers – despite being 24 years old and at the 
start of his professional career.
Said Park: “There are a lot of people around 
the world who are having a hard time because 
of coronavirus, but history shows that the 
human race always overcomes any dif  culties. 
Now that vaccines and treatments are being 
developed, I believe the good times will come 
back soon. The human race will  nd the answer. 
As always.”

KOREAN STARS EAGERLY ANTICIPATE RETURN TO ACTION

Taehee Lee of Korea

“2020 
was the 
‘fastest’ 
season 
of my 

career.” 
- Bio Kim

Bio Kim of Korea

Kyongjun Moon of Korea

Seung Park of Korea
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Sumit is an Economics Graduate from 
Loyola College, Chennai, and obtained 
his Master’s Degree in Marketing 

Management in Bangalore. Sumit’s 
entrepreneurial spirit has got him to wear 
many hats over the years – in advertising, 
public relations, events and new media.
Sumit is also a keen golfer with over 500 
trophies to his name – with inscriptions 
that bear the names of Mercedes, British 
Airways, Deutsche Bank and a host of other 
corporate giants. He has also been to David 
Leadbetter’s academy in the US. 
At his home base club in Bangalore – the 
Karnataka Golf Association (KGA) - Sumit 
has served on the management committee 
holding key positions over the years – 
including President, Captain, and Secretary 
of the club.
Having played at some of the best courses 
overseas, Sumit has always been keen on 

and the Lucknow Golf Club was part of the 
school premises. 
Looking back, I remember representing 
the club in an inter-club match against the 
Kanpur Golf Club – a milestone experience 
when you are 10 years old. I was also given 
the opportunity to represent the Lucknow 
team in an inter-club match when I was 12 
years old. And that is probably how my golf 
journey started.

What’s the secret behind achieving the 
kind of success you have seen?
As I see it, golf is a lot more than repeating 
what you know and the way you naturally like 
to play. You need to study your game, take 
feedback from senior players and experiment a 
great deal – it also calls for a lot of hard work. 
To see results, we need to play and work within 
ourselves – not a big secret, but something to 
keep in mind. 

promoting the game – in India and other 
emerging gol  ng hubs of the world. And he 
has been giving back to the game in different 
ways – weighing in active support for golf 
related charity events, amateur tournaments, 
professional tours and corporate events. 
He is currently associated with the Caddies 
Charity Program, and also works closely to 
support Deenabandhu, a charitable non-
pro  t organization involved in the education 
and rehabilitation of orphan, destitute and 
estranged children.

A good place to start is your fi rst brush 
with golf – could you talk about your 
early years?
Thanks to my father’s support and 
encouragement, I started playing early – 
when I was around  ve, I think. My interest 
in golf continued through school - at La 
Martiniere. The  campus here was huge 

SUMIT RATHOR - DRIVEN BY PASSION
Interview

Sumit Rathor is a 
senior business leader 
from India, and works 
with entrepreneurs 
and corporate 
houses – providing 
strategic direction 
in a concept he calls 
the Collaborative 
Enterprise. As a 
thought leader 
he helps you with 
collaborative road 
maps - exploring new 
business partnerships 
with shared resources.

By Sharath Bhat 
A freelance advertising writer based in 
Bengaluru, and a long-term work associate of 
Sumit Rathor.



“During the pandemic, I have seen 
more golf being played - because 
you’re playing outdoors and 
things can be safe.”

seen so many rounds of golf being played, 
particularly in Bangalore. I think that is 
encouraging, if we were to look at the road 
ahead.

What challenges do you see in the near 
future, for a revival?
Let me start with one key support area – 
sponsorships –it won’t be easy to attract 
sponsors, considering the freeze on budgets 
in corporate funding for the sport. As a result, 
a tour like the PGTI or other amateur tours 
could see a narrowing of support.
Having worked closely with the corporate 
world on my advertising related assignments, 
I understand the need to regulate expenditure 
during these dif  cult times. Budgets are 
really tight these days, and one can only hope 
for things to ease during this year.

Looking at a larger canvas, will markets 
bounce back to pre-covid levels?

To be honest this is going to be a long haul, 
and we may not see signs of immediate 
recovery. But one can only be optimistic 
about these things – all down-cycles will 
have an up-cycle around the bend. 

The golf course opens new doors to 
business opportunity. Your comments 
on this?
I have a really large network in my gol  ng 
circuit – really large, and many of them 
are senior business leaders, successful 
entrepreneurs and well placed corporate 
professionals. So it would appear that one 
thing leads to another and business deals are 
struck. And here’s my advice to amateurs 
playing the game. If you intend to play golf 
just to get business leads, it’s not in the spirit 
of the game. 
Speaking for myself, I don’t think “business” 
when I’m at a golf course – I focus on the 
game. But over the years when golf buddies 
become good friends, they do want to work 
with you in the area that you specialize in. I 
have seen that happening, and when it does 
happen, I make sure that the engagement is 
purely on the merit of my business pro  le, 
not as an experienced golfer. 

You have had close ties with 
professional and corporate golf – could 
you talk to us about this association? 

I say this with a tinge of sadness, because 
in India there is little support for golf at any 
level – amateur, professional, or corporate. 
While there is some visible concern, a lot 
more needs to be done from the ground up – 
with support from various quarters. 
On my part, I have been building a small 

community of like-minded senior golfers 
who can raise awareness and help support 
the game. The whole idea is to be constantly 
aware of the need to do something - whether 
it is for charities, caddie funds and PGTI 
tours, or other promotion related activity.

Has the pandemic aff ected the golfi ng 
fraternity. What are your thoughts?
It might sound strange when I say this, but 
during the pandemic, there has actually been 
more golf being played - and I have never 
seen golf courses so busy. And the number of 
rounds has gone up because you’re playing 
outdoors and things can be safe. 
The Bangalore Golf Club recently conducted 
a league event that saw an encouraging 
response. Another league event at KGA 
attracted more players than anticipated. 
Looking back in comparison, I have not 
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Interview

Sumit Rathor with 

Rafael Cabrera

Sumit Rathor with Richie Ramsay

Sumit Rathor with Charu Sharma (Center) and G S Ravi (Right)

Sumit with Pablo Larrazabal and Sergio Garcia Sumit Rathor at Omega Dubai Dessert Classic 
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encourages a cleaner, safer 
world – because a mask also 
protects you from other forms 
of pollution. Within our circle of 
golfers, I do go out of my way 

to encourage the implementation 
of safety norms and practices – 

both at individual and facility levels. 
And if this is done with support and 

cooperation, you gain a lot of ground.

Being an experienced and successful 
golfer, could you share some pointers 
for the new generation of players?
My  rst guideline has to do with practice 
– the more you practice the better you 
become. Younger players today have 
access to training academies and advanced 
gol  ng technologies that help you improve 
on skills. I  rmly believe you also need a 
good mentor, and a good coach to take you 
through your paces. 
My second guideline has to do with  tness 
– an important aspect for golfers. Agility 
and physical  tness add a layer of comfort 
to mental  tness – and this combination 
can make a big difference to your game. 

But we needn’t sit 
back and watch the 
world go by - I am 
for instance part of a 
core group of senior 
golfers making plans 
for an All India League 
event, attracting golfers 
across the country. They 
will participate to win the status 
of the Champion Club of India. As you can 
see, this is an initiative to get the gol  ng 
fraternity together. A tournament like this - 
the IGCL - has not happened before, with 26 
golf courses participating in one event and 
one location.

With all this happening, how are you 
aligning with the new normal?
Aligning with the new normal can be easy 
for responsible golfers – in any case golfers 
do practice social distancing by default on 
the course. Additionally, things like hand 
hygiene and other safety guidelines also 
apply to all playing areas, and the recreation 
sections of a club. 
Look at it this way – the new normal also 

Practice,  tness and agility have helped me 
play as a single handicap golfer (handicap 5) 
for the last 3 decades. 
My third guideline, is prepare for a long 
innings in golf - you’re never going to be 
too old for it. Recently, I participated in 
the KGA Republic Day Cup (with 444 
participants) where I was competing with 
players who were probably 20 or 25 years 
younger than me. The winner was a really 
young (all-India ranked) player, and I was 
the runner up. (And truly happy to play with 
young talent.).
Finally, for inspiration, watch the two-part 
documentary on Tiger Woods currently 
being shown on OTT platforms. The series 
shows what it takes to make it to the top, and 
importantly, what it takes to dismantle you 
from a position of fame and fortune.
Do watch it if you have not done so already - 
there are lessons to learn for each one of us.

I have a really 
large network in my 

golfing circuit - really 
large, and many of them 

are senior business leaders, 
successful entrepreneurs 
and well placed corporate 

professionals.

Interview

L-R  Sumit Rathor, Krishna Chivukula and 

Gen. Vinay Shanker

Sumit Rathor with the winners trophy at 

Emirates Golf Course

The Seniors Champions Tour Winner 
A Division at Jumeirah Golf Estates



THE WOMEN
Zweig joins WAGR table in style
Avery Zweig arrived for the Diamond 
Resorts ANNIKA Invitational presented 
by Rolex without a World Amateur Golf 
Ranking®. The McKinney, Texas, native 
recti  ed that by winning the tournament. 
Zweig opened with a 2-over 74, and added 
rounds of 67 and 69 to post a 7-under 209, 
and a four-shot victory over Arizona’s 
Kendall Todd. It gives Zweig an initial 
ranking of 2,661st. Todd jumps 357 spots to 
a career high 1,094th. 

Wilson makes big move with 
Foley win 
Yana Wilson is 503 places better off at 
2,119th, her highest ranking, after winning 
the Sean Foley Performance Junior 
Championship. Wilson, from Henderson, 
Nevada, scored 73, 72 and 74 at Timacuan 

Golf & Country Club in Lake Mary, 
Florida, for a 3-over 219. It was 

good enough for a two-shot 
victory over New Jersey 

resident Sophia Bae, who 
makes a four-ranking 
move to 580th. 

Wong earns 
Victorian double
Malaysia’s Jeneath 
Wong reaches a high 

of 304th with a move of 
14 places by recording a 

Victorian double. Wong, who 
lives in Melbourne, added the 

Victorian Junior Amateur to the 
Girls Championship of Victoria she won 

last year. Wong bettered the  eld by four 
shots at the National Golf Club with scores 
of 75, 73, 71 and 72 for a 291 total. It was 
Wong’s third win in her last six tournaments, 
including the 2020 Riversdale Cup and Girls 
Championship of Victoria. 

Top 50 movers
Ya-Chun Chang of Taipei breaks into the top 
50 for the  rst time with a two-ranking move 
to 49th. There are no new top 20 entrants.  

Biggest ranking improvement 
India’s Rishika Muralidhar advances 603 
positions to a high of 2,462nd after  nishing 
16th in the Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour Leg 
2 in Chennai.

THE MEN
Bridgeman rides record books to 
victory
Jacob Bridgeman of the United States 
reaches his highest World Amateur Golf 
Ranking® position after setting a Clemson 
University low scoring record to win the 
Camp Creek Seminole Invite. Bridgeman 
opened with rounds of 64 and 66 at Camp 
Creek Golf Club in Watersound, Florida. His 
14-under-par 130 is the best score against 
par for the  rst two rounds of a tournament 
in Clemson history. A closing 71 gave him 
a 15-under 201 and a  ve-shot victory. He 
jumps 61 places to 74th.

Maas continues hot streak
Christiaan Maas continued his hot streak 
in his native South Africa with a  ve-shot 
victory in the Gauteng North Open at 
Pretoria Country Club. Maas used local 
knowledge of his home course to return 
scores of 67, 69, 67 and 68 for a 271 
aggregate. It was the third win in  ve events 
for the teenager, and takes him 70 positions 
to a personal best of 251st. 

All in Hulbert’s family 
Trevor Hulbert proved he’s inherited some of 

his father’s genes 
by winning 
the JAGA 
First Coast 
Amateur at 
Hammock 
Beach 
Resort in 
Palm Coast, 
Florida. The 
East Tennessee 
State University 
student, son of 
former PGA Tour winner 
Mike Hulbert, birdied the 
 rst playoff hole after he and Logan Sowell 

had tied on 4-under 212. Hulbert climbs 
113 spots to 600th, while fellow American 
Sowell is 18 places better off in 260th. 

Top 50 movers
Taiga Sugihara of Japan edges up one spot 
to 50th place. There are no new top 20 
players this week.

Biggest ranking improvement
American Robert Jacobs makes the week’s 
biggest move after winning the Heron Creek 
Senior Invitational. Jacobs, who ran out a 
one-shot winner, jumps 1,345 rankings to a 
career high of 4,754th.

Jacob Bridgeman

Bridgeman 
opened with 

rounds of 64 and 66 
at Camp Creek Golf Club 
in Watersound, Florida. 

His 14-under-par 130 is the 
best score against par 
for the fi rst two rounds 

of a tournament in 
Clemson history.
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Presidents Cup and PGA TOUR 
announced the 21-time PGA TOUR 
winner and World Golf Hall of Fame 

member Davis Love III captain of the U.S. 
Team for the 2022 Presidents Cup, which will 
be staged at Quail Hollow Club in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, the week of September 19-25. 
Love joins South African Trevor Immelmann, 
who was named captain of the International 
Team in April 2020. 
Love represented the United States in the 
Presidents Cup six times in his career, 
including the inaugural event in 1994, where 
he compiled a 4-0-1 record while leading 
the U.S. Team to a 20-12 victory over the 
International Team. He served as an assistant 
captain in the 2013, 2015 and 2017 Presidents 
Cups, while also guiding the United States 

as captain in the 2012 and 2016 Ryder 
Cups. Love holds a 16-8-4 all-time record in 
Presidents Cup play, while accounting for 18 
points in 28 total matches played. 
“It’s a tremendous honor to be named captain 
of the U.S. Team for the 2022 Presidents Cup. 
My history with this event dating back to 1994 
conjures up indelible memories of competition, 
camaraderie and sportsmanship, and I’m 
thrilled to be leading the top American players 
into Quail Hollow Club next September,” said 
Love. “The U.S. Team has been guided by 
some of the game’s all-time greats since 1994, 
and I will do my best to carry on that legacy as 
we look to retain the Cup.”
Love is the ninth U.S. Team captain, joining 
the likes of Tiger Woods (2019), Steve Stricker 
(2017), Jay Haas (2015), Fred Couples (2013, 

2011, 2009), Jack Nicklaus (2007, 2005, 2003, 
1998), Ken Venturi (2000), Arnold Palmer 
(1996) and Hale Irwin (1994).

Snippet

WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME MEMBER DAVIS LOVE III NAMED 
U.S. TEAM CAPTAIN FOR 2022 PRESIDENTS CUP

Missing the cut in his  rst tournament of 2021 wasn’t how C.T. Pan 
planned on starting the New Year. But despite that, the Chinese 
Taipei golf star is still in a far happier place now compared to some 

12 months ago.
If the script had played out the way he envisaged early last year, Pan would 
have been riding on the crest of a wave following an impressive Presidents 
Cup debut in December 2019, where he won two of his three matches for the 
International Team at Royal Melbourne Golf Club.
The 29-year-old said he left Australia as a “better golfer,” but a combination 
of illness, golf’s enforced shutdown due to COVID-19 and losing his golf 
swing made it pretty much a year to forget before salvaging 2020 with a tie 
for seventh in his  rst Masters Tournament appearance last November. 
Fully healthy and swinging freely once more, Pan, who is featuring in The 
American Express at PGA West (Stadium) in La Quinta, California this 
week, is eager to make up for lost time despite his false start at the Sony 
Open in Hawaii last week, where he missed weekend play by one shot. 
“There are a lot of positive things, no doubt,” said Pan. “I’m de  nitely 
looking forward to 2021 especially with a new mentality. (Last year) was 
a tough year. After you struggle, you feel everything opens up. ... Your 
mentality is better and you have a different perspective of the game. I think 
it will help me moving forward.”

CHINESE TAIPEI’S PAN IN A HAPPIER 
PLACE AS HE SEEKS STRONG YEAR ON 
PGA TOUR

Korea’s Si Woo Kim claimed a dramatic one-shot victory 
over a fast-charging Patrick Cantlay at The American 
Express, earning his third PGA TOUR title to end a four-

year winless run.
The 25-year-old closed with a superb 8-under 64 at PGA West 
Stadium Course which included pivotal birdies on Hole Nos. 
16 and 17 from four feet and 19 feet respectively to overhaul 

Cantlay, who had set the clubhouse mark at 
21-under following a blistering course 

record 61.
Australian Cameron Davis 

 nished third for his career 
best result on TOUR 
after a closing 64 while 
American Tony Finau, 
one of the overnight 
leaders with Kim and 
Max Homa, settled for 
fourth place following 
a 68.

Kim maintained his 
cool despite a jam-packed 

leaderboard and kept the 
bogeys off his card for a third 

time this week. He made birdies on 
Hole Nos. 4, 5, 7, 8, 10 and 11 to stay 

in the title chase before producing a glorious 
 nish to pip World No. 10 Cantlay.

“I had many chances since PLAYERS but I couldn’t make it. 
Finally I made it. I tried to keep my composure and I made it. I’m 
so happy,” said Kim, who totalled 23-under 265 and moved up to 
ninth place on the FedExCup points list with his victory.

Korea’s Kim earns thrilling 
one-shot victory at The 
American Express





PUNCH IT UNDER 
THE WIND

IS THE 
LOW PITCH 
CORRECT?

If the shot’s downwind, you 
might need the height to stop the 
ball quickly or even play a bump 
and run to take the wind out of 
play. But into the wind or with 
side winds, a lower trajectory 
is beneficial. It’s also effective 
when you need the ball to release 
to a pin at the back of the green.

It’s very dif  cult to hit 
accurate pitch shots in 
a headwind and side 

winds because the normal 
high and soft ball  ight will 
really be affected by them. It’s 
particularly challenging if  
there’s a hazard in front of  
the green, when a high pitch 
can stall in the air and drop 
into trouble. In this situation, 
it’s much easier to control a 
lower ball  ight that won’t 
move as much in gusty 
conditions. Here, I’ll show you 
how...

CARD WRECKER

Y O U R  C O A C H

E N R I C  L O P E Z 
PGA Head Professional at 

PGA Cataluyna, Spain. 
www.pgacatalunya.com
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Take a less lofted club
Taking a pitching wedge or even a 9-iron is a 
simple way to launch the ball lower than with 

a sand wedge. But remember, the reduced loft 
means the ball will launch off the face faster, so 
choke down and swing shorter to compensate.

Ball back, hands forward
Put the ball just back of centre in your stance 
at address, with your hands ahead of the ball. 
Simply try to return to this position at impact, 
so that you compress the ball and produce a 

strong and penetrating flight.

Use your body turn
You can reduce the backspin you impart on the 

ball by powering the motion with your upper 
body turn and breaking your wrists less than 
you would for a normal pitch. Less backspin 

stops the ball climbing in the wind.

HOW TO PLAY IT
1

2

3

My improvement 
began when I found 
myself  between jobs for 
a few months. I decided 
to dedicate the time I 
had to getting down to 

a six handicap, and made a conscious 
decision that everything I did in the 
game would build towards that goal. 

I’ve always had lessons – I believe 
that when you have a regular coach, 
there is somebody to hold you to 
account for what you said you were 
going to do – but I increased these to 
once a fortnight. I knew the fade I hit 
meant I was not long enough with my 
irons, so with my coach Deana 
Rushworth, we set about turning it 
into a baby draw. This, plus some new 
 tted irons, gained me  ve to 10 extra 

yards of  carry. 
I also kept stats (I learned I was not 

as good a putter as I thought!) and 
investigated mindfulness, where I 
learned the value of  being more patient 
with myself. But above all I played 
more… pretty much every day for 
three months. I also joined the 
Staysure Amateur Golf  Tour which 
was a fantastic experience. 

This all added up to rapid and 
sustained improvement. The fact I 
went one better than my goal has 
backed up my conviction that 
improving is all about increasing your 
commitment to the game. 

GP reader Tracey 
Scully, Bowood GC

IT WORKED FOR ME!

‘I reduced my 
handicap from 

10 to fi ve in four 
months’
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BREAK 100
Sweep,

don’t lift 3

2

1

1. Address Pre-set launch
Look to create a feeling of being behind the 
ball at address. Position the ball opposite 
your lead instep, and lean back slightly with 
your upper body until the handle of your 
driver is behind the clubhead and you feel 
some extra pressure down through your 
trail foot. Finally, tee it high to encourage a 
low-to-high attack. 

2. Impact Level-to-up
The way you address the ball strongly 
influences your impact position. The 
clubhead moves on a circular arc – down, 
levelling out opposite the lead-side chest, 
before rising again. Playing the ball off your 
lead instep promotes impact just into the 
club’s upward journey, helping you sweep 
the ball up. This attack angle will give you 
all the height you need.

3. Strike Slay the splay
When golfers try to assist launch, this 
typically shows up in the elbows. That 
lifting motion sees the arms buckle and the 
elbows splay apart. It’s impossible to create 
any power or consistency of direction if 
you’re making this move.

4. Power Tee time technique
To eliminate this damaging movement, 
forget the ball and swing to a tee peg. 
Focus solely on keeping the elbows as close 
together as possible through the ball. You 
will quickly feel more extension, more width 
and more speed. Clip the top of the tee 
five times in a row with this feeling before 
introducing a ball.

BREAK 100/90/80

SMASH IT 
DOWN THE 
MIDDLE!

If  you don’t count the 
putter, the driver has the 
least loft of  any club in 

your bag. An awareness of  this 
can cause the high-handicapper 
to try to lift the ball into the 
air, either consciously or 
unconsciously. This causes issues 
with path, strike and control. 
Instead, trust a sweeping, shallow 
attack angle to launch the ball up into 
the air. Here’s how to use your set-up and 
swing to promote this low-to-high feel.
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Y O U R  C O A C H

B E N  E M E R S O N 
benemersongolf.com
Head PGA Professional, 
Sand Martins Golf Club.
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BREAK 90
Train a

consistent
swing
radius

1. Address
Take your bag towel in both 
hands. Hold it just below your 
shirt buttons with your trail 
hand; this point represents 
the pivot you are going to turn 
around. Pull down towards the 
ball with your lead hand to 
stretch the towel out. Keep 
the ball position forward, as 
you would for a regular drive.

2. Backswing
Focus briefly on your trail hand, 
just below your shirt buttons. 
During your backswing you are 
going to rotate around this 
point. As you turn back around 
your pivot point, maintain the 
stretch in the towel. This 
represents the radius of your 
swing arc; to create a 
consistent, controlled arc you’ll 
need to maintain the stretch 
through the swing. 

3. Throughswing
Turn down and through with 
exactly the same goals - 
pivoting around the trail hand 
and keeping the towel 
stretched out with the gloved 
hand. A few motions back and 
through will help you pick up 
the feeling of a wide and 
strong rotation around a fixed 
point – and that will help you 
hold position and control this 
long, powerful golf club.

The longest club 
in your bag, the 
driver creates the 

most swing momentum and 
has the highest potential to 
pull you out of  position as 
you swing. The vast 
majority of  80-shooters will 
gain more consistency and 
control when they learn to 
pivot better around a 
central point, and train a 
more stable arc into their 
action. Use your bag towel 
to develop this...
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1. Stretch…
At set-up, align your 
shoulders feet and hips 
parallel to the path you 
want the ball to start on. 
Swing back with one clear 
intention – to stretch out 
to the top, your hands high 
and wide, as if you are 
pulling on an elastic band. 
The thought of getting your 
hands as far from the ball 
as possible 
can help.

2. Relax…
As with any stretch, there 
is a natural recoiling 
afterwards. Build this into 
the second phase of your 
sequence as a momentary 
feeling of relaxing or 
gathering, just as the 
downswing begins. This 
will give you a natural and 
effortless shift into your 
lead side, and help you 
drop the club onto a flatter 
downswing plane.

3. Rotate...
That settling move is an 
important element of 
avoiding hitting from the 
top, which tends to throw 
the club outside the ideal 
path and sets up a fade. 
Having relaxed and shifted, 
you will now be in good 
shape to rotate and release 
down the line of your body, 
creating a path that sends 
the ball out to the right 
(right-handers) before 
drawing back.

Every golf  course has its 
share of  long holes and 
dog-legs. The ability to follow 

the shape of  the hole with a strong, 
yard-eating draw that gets you well 
up the hole is valuable to the golfer 
looking to shoot in the 70s. It’s 
important, though, that you create 
the draw through the appropriate 
swing path rather than through a 
manipulation of  the clubface, which 
the driver rarely rewards. Use this 
sequence to develop a path that 
swings in-to-out through the ball...

1 3

2

BREAK 80
Learn to

turn it
over
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MASTER A FADE
LEARN A NEW SHOT

A soft, controlled left-to-right shape for the 
right-hander, the fade is a truly valuable shot to 
have at your disposal. Its shape makes it the perfect 

choice for left-to-right doglegs or when the pin is cut on the 
right side of a green; its high flight and spin helps you land 
the ball softly on firm greens, or attack front pins. And its 
relatively quiet curve means you can hit with aggression, 
as perfectly demonstrated by world number one Dustin 
Johnson. Here’s how to play it...

1. SET THE 
TARGET LINE
To work on the fade, begin 
by using a cane or shaft 
to identify the ball-target 
line. The more you swing 
across this line, the bigger 
the fade you’ll hit.

Y O U R  C O A C H

E N R I C  L O P E Z 
PGA Head Professional at 

PGA Cataluyna, Spain. 
www.pgacatalunya.com

3. AIM THE FACE
Finally, aim the blade between 
the target line and the swing 
path. The face should look 
straight up the line on which 
you want the ball to start. 
Deliver the blade back to this 
position at impact and, as 
long as you’ve nailed your 
swing path, you’ll hit that 
soft fade.

2. PICTURE THE 
PATH
To hit the fade, the 
right-hander must swing 
leftward through the ball. 
Picture this path and aim 
shoulders, hips and feet 
parallel to it.
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THE GOLDEN RULE
At impact, your clubface has 
to be closed to the target 

line but open to the swing path. Many 
golfers struggle to understand that 
a fade is hit with a closed clubface. 
But note that depending on the club, 
the blade’s aim contributes around 
85% to the ball’s starting direction. 
For a fade, where the ball must start 
left of target, the blade must be 
closed to the target line. But as long 
as it is open to the swingpath, the 
ball will fade.



Club News

Ridhima Dilawari carded a third straight 
under par round to complete a start-to-
 nish win in the  rst leg of the Hero 

Women’s Pro Golf Tour 2021 at the Prestige 
Golfshire in Bengaluru. She added a one-
under 71 to the cards of 71-67 she had earlier 
and  nished the week with a total of seven-
under 209, giving her a comfortable  ve-
short win over Pranavi Urs (70).

WORK DURING THE BREAK HELPS RIDHIMA MAKE WINNING

Vani Kapoor had 
better luck with 
the birdies on 
the  nal day and 
returned a card of 
two-under 70 for 
an even par total 
of 216 and  nished 
third.

Underlining the growing strength of 
promising women amateurs on the Indian 
gol  ng scene, Disha Kavery also shot 70 to 
 nish fourth, while Ananya Datar (70) was 
 fth.

Ridhima, who began the day with a six-shot 
lead, once again had a rocky start with a 
double bogey on the Par-5 third hole – she 
had a double bogey on  rst on the  rst day 
and a bogey on the second on the second 
and on the third and  nal day it was a double 
on the third. Despite that she felt under no 
tension and laughed and said, “(There was) 
no tension. I was playing good, just had a bit 
of a brain freeze on one shot.”
Shrugging aside the double, Ridhima birdied 
the fourth and added another on eighth. A 

bogey on ninth saw her take the turn at 
one-over, but she was still way ahead 

of playing partner Pranavi (70), 
who had an eagle on Par-5 third, 
and turned in even par 36. Pranavi 
had bogeyed third and fourth.
On the back nine, Ridhima played 
steady and made no errors and 

sealed her win with birdies on 16th 
and 18th for a 71.

PRANAVI RALLIES FROM 
BEHIND TO WIN SECOND 
LEG OF HERO WPGT

Pranavi Urs played a brilliant and  awless back nine of four-under to 
rally from behind and win the second leg of the Hero Women’s Pro 
Golf Tour at the TNGF Cosmo Golf Course in Chennai. She shot a 

round of four-under 68 on the  nal day to aggregate four-under 212 and 
thwarted 16-year-old Hitaashee Bakshi’s attempt to win a second pro 
title in as many months.
Pranavi also stamped her authority on the TNGF Cosmo Golf 
Course, because this was where she won her  rst title in her 
maiden start as a pro a week after winning as an amateur in 
Mumbai. Pranavi’s  rst pro title came in February 2020 
and last week she was runner-up to Ridhima Dilawari. 
This becomes Pranavi’s second pro title.
Hitaashee, who was 3-over through 10 holes, showed 
great ability to  ght back to one-over 73 and was second 
at 2-under 214, while second round leader Ridhima 
Dilawari (71) ended third at one-under 215.
It was one of the rare occasions that the top three  nishers had 
under-par totals at the end of three days. Underlining the intense 
competition was Jahanvi Bakshi (72), the  rst round leader, who was 

fourth at even par 216.
Pranavi, showing the kind of form that fetched her 
two titles and a runner-up  nish in three straight 
starts at the beginning of 2020, was even par for 

the front nine with two birdies on  fth and ninth, 
but bogeys on second and sixth meant she turned in 

even par. On the back nine she was on  re with birdies 
on 11th, 13th, 16th and she closed in style with a birdie on 

Par-3 18th for a 68.

It was 
one of the rare 

occasions that the 
top three fi nishers had 

under-par totals at 
the end of three 

days. 

“I was 
playing good, 

just had a bit of a 
brain freeze on 

one shot.”
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Tell us a little bit about yourself. As a 
leader at PNB Housing Finance, what 
inspires you, your biggest strength 
and what sets the organisation apart 
from its peers?
HP: I believe there are  ve main traits that de  ne 
me both as an individual and a professional. I 
am well organized, passionate about my work, 
a strong communicator and motivator. I enjoy 
challenges and responsibilities, especially 
during crisis such as the one we have seen in 
the year gone bye. I also constantly try and 
improvise to maintain high standards.
My strength is ability to understand people 
and collaborate with individuals and teams 
effectively. This allows me to inspire my co-
workers to over deliver and outperform. I am 
excited when people working with me succeed 
and excel. It boosts my con  dence knowing 
that I have a highly talented and successful 

space? Do you believe the market is 
again conducive for growth and what is 
your strategy?
HP: While we are amongst the top home loan 
providers in the country, we aim to strengthen 
our presence and reach across geographies and 
communities. The government’s ‘Housing for 
All’ mission will push demand for home loans, 
and our customer-centric approach will help us 
maintain our leadership position in the market. 
I believe, owning a home in our country, is of 
great sentimental value that gives buyers a sense 
of satisfaction and accomplishment. 
In the recent months with a substantial revival in 
consumer sentiment, the industry has witnessed 
an upward trend in home sales across cities. 
Due to the low interest rate and government & 
regulatory measure taken in real estate, buying 
a home has become a preferred asset class 
vis-a-vis other alternatives. We are noticing 

workforce, who are rearing to go, and reach 
their corporate and personal goals.
PNB Housing Finance has a strong culture of 
cooperation and collaboration, which sets us 
apart from our competitors in terms of customer 
satisfaction, effective leadership and employee 
engagement. PNB Housing Finance has always 
had a compelling interest in prioritizing its 
customers’ needs and helping them ful  l their 
dream of owning a home. This objective is 
inclusive with our near and long-term business 
strategies. 
When someone applies for a home loan at PNB 
Housing Finance, they advance from being our 
customer to being a member of our community. 
We provide our customers a state-of-art offering 
and continually strive to deliver on operational 
excellence, and customer satisfaction.

How do you see PNB Housing Finance 
building its market share within the HFC 

Hardayal Prasad, an aspiring leader that every industry demands, holds deep experience in 
banking, international operations and credit card industry. GolfPlus speaks with Mr. Hardayal 

Prasad, Managing Director and CEO, PNB Housing Finance Limited about his corporate journey 
and growth of Housing Loans. 

THE MAN WITH THE VISION
HARDAYAL PRASAD

Interview

Our strategy is 
simple - innovate, 
innovate and 
innovate and make 
life simple for the 
customer.



to accelerate a sustainable business environment 
post Covid and PNB housing is committed and 
well prepared to lead the change. 

On a closing note, I understand that you 
are a firm believer of giving back to the 
society. Any notable CSR impact story at 
PNB Housing Finance that you would like 
to share?
HP: We at PNB Housing Finance strongly 
believe in helping communities and giving back 
to our society from where we also earn our 
revenues. CSR is extremely important for us and 
in these unprecedented times, we are determined 
to play a signi  cant role in providing succour to 
the needy and vulnerable communities at large. 
To mitigate this Covid-19 crisis, as part of our 
CSR activity, we have assisted in installing 
world class medical equipment known as ‘CT-
in-a-Box’ to a major Hospital. This medical 
equipment is equipped with cutting-edge 
technology to help prevent the coronavirus from 
spreading within the hospital hence providing 
a much needed protective shield for both the 
healthcare staff and its patients. With its fast 
scans, advanced imaging scans and easy-to-
disinfect apparatus, this equipment will be 
more than useful to detect those infected with 
Covid-19 and thus break the virus chain.
On the other hand we have extended worthwhile 
assistance to leading medical institutes in order 
to support their Research & Development of 
reusable PPE material. Concurrently we have 
also supported medical programmes to make 
specialised healthcare easily accessible to our 
deprived construction workers.
It’s noteworthy that the crux of our CSR 
programme is primarily aimed at accomplishing 
a discernible socio-economic and environmental 
change within our Society. PNB Housing 
Finance has collaborated with 8 skill institutes 
across India in order to train over 13,000 
construction workers. These skill development 
training programs engage in providing training 
of specialised skill sets, thereby helping them to 
assimilate into our mainstream workforce. This 
helps these workers in getting assured work 
along with employment bene  ts. 

   G o l f P l u s     F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 1    4 1

an improvement in demand, affordability and 
a major change in rental opportunities, all of 
which augurs well for the industry. Home buyers 
are now looking to safeguard their accumulated 
savings by investing in long-term assets.

On the business front, what’s your 
sense of the new businesses? Many 
sectors have shown numbers similar to 
pre-Covid-19 levels. How is PNB Housing 
Finance placed to gear for this change?
HP: PNB Housing Finance growth levers 
are our wide bouquet of products, strong 
underwriting standards and state of the art 
customer relationship management system that 
gives us a competitive edge. 
We are also witnessing a steady growth in 
individual home loans on a month-on-month 
basis. As a business strategy, we have shifted 
our focus on individual housing segment with 
special focus on affordable housing.
Most of our business is coming from individual 
home loans and the average age of borrowers 
is continuously coming down. Millennials are 
coming forward to take housing loans quite 
early in their life. Demand for home loans in 
Tier II and III cities is increasing, while metro 
and urban areas continue to power growth in 
home loans. PNB Housing Finance has a strong 
presence in cities and towns, which are reporting 
high home loan demand.

In the current times how are you keeping 
up with offering technology-based 
solutions? Can you throw some light on 
how does the company ensure a smooth 
contactless consumer experience?
HP: PNB Housing Finance is fast evolving into a 
technology company in the business of housing 
 nance. PNB Housing Finance has recently 

undertaken some game changing interventions 
and launched technology solutions to cater to 
the needs of our customers. For instance, we 
launched a new platform ‘ACE’ to make the 
customer home loan journey easier, faster and 
seamless without coming to our branch amid 
the pandemic. We are also assisting more than 
2.5 lakh customers through our mobile app 
with integrated security features. PNB Housing 
Finance has implemented solutions that help 
in identifying and arresting an array of frauds 
and irregularities quickly and accurately. Our 
strategy is simple – innovate, innovate and 
innovate and make life simple for the customer. 
It is for this reason that PNB Housing Finance 
has been a strong brand and customers has 
continued to repose con  dence in us. 

Experts believe that the young 
generation will soon lead the home loan 
takers segment. What is your strategy 
for this ‘New’ generation?
HP: Over the years, PNB housing Finance has 
continuously evolved so as to meet the changing 
pro  le and needs of its customers, including 
millennials who are looking to buy homes early 
in life. This has prompted us to constantly launch 

initiatives that help the millennials explore 
options. Despite our mobile  rst strategy, we 
also engage with our existing customers and 
provide them with support services through our 
brick and mortar of  ces. 
We provide our customers with a 360-degree 
communication view and provide omni-channel 
connect through- branches, mobile, customer 
care and social media. We use advanced 
analytical tools to forecast customer needs and 
by using predictive analysis, we have adopted 
systems and processes to serve our customers 
effectively and also increase our business going 
forward.

Can you shed some light on the overall 
outlook for the HFC segment?
HP: COVID-19 has aggravated the housing 
 nance market signi  cantly. The demand fell 

for home loans during the  rst quarter for FY21. 
Subsequently the various government and 
regulatory measures have helped the housing 
 nance sector overcome challenges and put it 

on the path of recovery. Our real estate market 
today is a boon for buyers. Customers can avail 
various housing and  nancing solutions at 
highly competitive interest rates. Many bene  ts 
like deferred payment plans from builders, 
lower stamp duty and parking fee waivers etc. 
are now on offer to catch the attention of new 
homebuyers. 
The impetus on affordable housing has 
signi  cantly improved affordability and these 
steps are bound to help in spurring demand in 
urban areas. Simultaneously the Rural India 
has been resilient in the face of the pandemic 
and is showing signs of recovery. However, it 
is the urban and the semi-urban India, including 
Tier II, III and IV cities, which continue to fuel 
demand for home loans. There is an urgent need 

Interview

WE HAVE SHIFTED OUR FOCUS 
ON INDIVIDUAL HOUSING 
SEGMENT WITH SPECIAL FOCUS 
ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING.
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s the term of of  ce of 
the 45th President of 
the USA counted down 
to a typically chaotic, 
controversial denouement, 
two of the world’s leading 
– and most conservative 

- governing bodies eventually found their 
voice in excluding any prospect of their major 
championships returning anytime soon to any 
course in the Trump portfolio.
Suffering the ignominy of becoming the  rst 
president in American history to be impeached 
twice, the controversial former property mogul 
and reality TV show host returned to ‘civvy-
street’ facing an uncertain future, with the 
blackballing of his golf courses such as Trump 
National Bedminster and Trump Turnberry 
may, medium to long term, be the least of his 
worries.
The four-year term of the 45th President of 

GOLF‘S GOVERNING BODIES 
JUMP TO DUMP TRUMP

the USA, Donald J Trump was nothing if not 
controversial and turbulent as the golf-resort 
tycoon and reality show host – who coined the 
famous phrase, ‘You’re  red,’ unleashed his 
own take on Government, only to  nd himself 
hoisted on his own petard when the American 
electorate delivered the self-same rejoinder, 
‘You’re  red,’ in last November’s election.
And, even though he refused – and by all 
accounts continues to refuse – to acknowledge 
electoral defeat at the hands of Joe Biden, 
Trump is back in ‘Civvy street,’ back at the 
helm of his 19-resort luxury golf portfolio and 
facing a very uncertain professional, personal 
and political future.
Rejected by a hefty majority of the US 
electorate, following the scenes of lawlessness 
and anarchy as his devoted supporters 
attempted – and almost succeeded – to take 
over the Senate, many of his political and 
commercial partners, including Deutsche 

Bank, which is said to hold almost half-a-
billion-US-dollars of his personal loans - 
allegedly falling due for repayment in full later 
this year – have disowned Trump.
Silenced after being debarred from his 
communications platform of choice, Twitter, 
where he enjoyed over 80-million followers, 

By Michael Wilson
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courses for The Open or indeed any other 
R&A events while under his ownership. 
Turnberry had effectively been on the 
‘Naughty step,’ since the then candidate 
Trump’s incendiary campaign remarks about 
Mexicans, claiming, ‘They’re bringing drugs, 
they’re bringing crime, they’re rapists,” and 
his crude, misogynistic remarks recorded in 
2005 and released in 2015 boasting about 
what sexually explicit acts he could get away 
with in dealing with women while hosting The 
Apprentice.’
Bunker Mentality’s  rst encounter with 
Donald J Trump had come a couple of years 
earlier, in July 2012; attending the of  cial 
opening of his Trump International Golf Club 
on Scotland’s east coast, the great and the good 
were out in force, the sound of backscratching 
redolent in the air as ‘The Donald’ held court.
Media scrutiny was restricted to a few tame, 
hand-picked journalists posing a few lame, 
obsequious questions; Bunker Mentality 
had slipped through the net, our question 
concerning the deliberate cutting-off of a 
water supply to the property of an 80-year-
old grandmother who lived in a small parcel 
of land her family owned, encircled by what 
Trump Snr claimed that day, “Is perhaps 
already the greatest golf course in the world,” 
a query deemed inadmissible and, according 
to Trump’s handlers, “Nasty, unnecessary and 
disrespectful.”
A second question, about Trump’s claim to 
have a, “Long term contract with the European 
Tour,  rst for the Scottish Open, subsequently 

things, it seemed, as he packed his bags 
in the White House en route to his luxury 
Mar-a-Lago retreat in Florida with a second 
impeachment hanging over him like a Sword 
of Damocles, could hardly have got any worse.
Except they did, and twice in quick succession, 
two body blows that will without question 
adversely affect his already loss-making 
golf and leisure business empire, said to 
be drowning in a sea of unsecured and 
unsustainable debt.
First, one of the golf world’s most conservative 
sporting bodies, the PGA of America – owner 
of the American end of the Ryder Cup and the 
USPGA Championship – due at the Trump 
National Golf Club, Bedminster in May 2022 
– unilaterally cancelled the venue hosting 
contract and with immediate effect.
PGA of America president Jim Richerson, said, 
“It’s become clear that conducting the PGA 
Championship at Trump Bedminster would 
be detrimental to the PGA of America brand 
and would put at risk [our] ability to deliver 
our many programs and sustain the longevity 
of our mission,” a remarkable reaction from 
a body whose decision-making is more often 
glacial than instinctive. 
But only just had one straight-laced golf 
organisation found its voice, then another 
followed suit, this time the R&A, owners and 
promoters of the Open Championship and the 
Women’s British Open came out of the closet 
on Trump too, con  rming – unprompted - that 
Trump venues in general and Trump Turnberry 
in particular would not be considered as host 

the Ryder Cup,’ went unheeded.
Three- years on from the opening of his 
controversial but spectacular Menie Links, 
the differing orbits of Bunker Mentality and 
Donald J Trump collided again, when covering 
the Women’s British Open at Turnberry in July 
2015.
Slowly, word seeped out that the man himself 
was en route to the venue to coincide with the 
opening day’s play.
A teeming media maelstrom – including the 
usual golf reporters, plus almost 100 news 
and political correspondents from home and 
abroad came hoping for a hint on Trump’s 
widely-rumoured run at the following year’s 
US Presidency.
Somewhat overweight and looking mildly 
comical dressed in white shirt, navy blue 
blazer, pristine white shirt, crème  annels, 
white golf shoes topped-off with a red Make 
America Great Again baseball cap, Trump 
stepped up to the lectern to speak, a litany of 
self-congratulation, repudiation of the ‘Fake 
news,’ teasing and taunting the masses media 
over his intentions – or otherwise – of running 
for the Presidency the USA.
Inviting questions, Bunker Mentality got the 
microphone  rst, asking, “Mr Trump, the 
Turnberry golf course is already legendary 
in its own right, standing alongside other 
great Scottish courses such as St Andrews, 
Muir  eld and Carnoustie, so why does it need 
the ‘Trump’ pre  x and does than not dilute the 
simple, authentic message the name Turnberry 
speaks to world golf? 



So, both generally but speci  cally in relation 
to his relationship with the royal and ancient 
game he professes to, “Love and honour,” 
what now for ex-President, now plain Citizen 
Trump?
Trump has built his empire largely on 
leveraged funds – it is said, personally 
guaranteed by him and due for repayment 
later this year and next – used to purchase 
 nancially troubled properties such as Doral in 

Florida, Doonbeg in Ireland and Turnberry in 
Scotland before undertaking lavish upgrades, 
also paid for with borrowed, his exposure 
widely reported to be in excess of US$500m 
(Approx. INR35trillion).
Trump International executives are certain to 
be engaged in a charm offensive with the PGA 
TOUR, the Champions Tour and the LPGA, 
seeking to reassert some legitimacy to venues 
such as the Blue Monster at Doral, which saw 
the prestigious WGC-Cadillac Championship 
move south – ironically to Mexico - the 
country Candidate Trump so derided in his 
2016 campaign.
And what role, if any might the golf-loving 
former President be afforded in the 2022 
President’s Cup, scheduled for Quail Hollow, 
Charlotte, North Carolina in September 2022; 
a man who should have been a major asset 
may now be viewed as a toxic liability instead.
So, where cheating, chiselling, conniving and 
conning are in the very DNA of a man, it is 
alleged throughout his personal, professional 
and, most recently his political life, can it 
really be any great surprise that he  rmly 
believes the election that consigned him to the 
history books as a one-term president to have 
been  xed, phoney and fraudulent?
Meanwhile, deprived of the prospect 
and publicity of any of the greatest golf 
tournaments on earth taking place at a 
Trump golf course any time soon, with his 
corporate backers demanding their money 
back – and soon – deprived of a voice on 
Social Media and with an unprecedented two 
Presidential impeachment stains against his 
name, politically and commercially, days of 
reckoning resulting in a slump for Trump 
could signal the next chapter in a quite 
remarkable tale.

cheat at golf, which is the one sport where 
we self-regulate,” perhaps a snapshot into 
the heart and soul of Donald J Trump, a 
man prepared to cheat at golf and engage in 
chicanery in a US business culture where 
almost anything goes.
Trump likes nothing better than striding the 
fairways with the stars of golf, who have 
included Tiger Woods, Rory McIlroy and 
current world number-one Dustin Johnson, 
creating in his own mind a virtuous circle of 
superiority and greatness, claiming to anyone 
who will listen that he had won 18 club 
championships, playing off a low, single  gure 
handicap,  uctuating between 2.8 and 3.0 his 
most commonly used exaggeration, although 
many observers, golf star and business / 
political associates suggesting he is a, ‘High-
teens handicapper.’
The Commander in Chief reciprocates by 
conferring at least one of the highest civilian 
accolades on offer in the US, the Presidential 
Medal of Honour or the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom on his star-studded playing partners, 
Woods and Nicklaus amongst them. 
Most recently, days after the Capitol 
insurgence – which he is accused of 
encouraging - which left  ve dead, Gary 
Player and Annika Sörenstam, President of 
the International Golf Federation (IGF) got 
the mood of the nation badly wrong recently, 
heading to the White House to receive their 
Presidential honour, the optics of which, quite 
simply, could not have been worse.

“And would you do the same were you ever to 
acquire – as I understand you have tried – golf 
properties at St Andrews?”
His response was succinct and polite, along the 
lines of, “The Trump brand is one of the  nest 
and most respected brands anywhere in the 
world and my ownership takes Turnberry golf 
onto an entirely new level.”
That Donald J Trump wilfully put his own 
personal, political and business interests above 
all else, especially European golf’s most 
important and prestigious women’s event 
should have surprised nobody, but actions and 
words have consequences.
In blowing the 2015 Women’s British Open 
out of the water, followed by a similar 
farrago at the 2017 US Women’s Open at his 
Bedminster resort in New Jersey did indeed 
have consequences; effectively blackballed 
by two of golf’s most powerful organisations 
Donald J Trump is effectively persona 
non grata throughout professional golf, his 
portfolio of golf courses deemed out of bounds 
until further notice.
Meanwhile, during his turbulent presidency, 
Trump frequently took to the sanctity of the 
golf course where he teed-it-up with many of 
the game’s greatest names, Norwegian star an 
erstwhile golf partner at his three Floridian 
resorts.
“He cheats like hell,” 15-time LPGA winner 
Pettersen told Norwegian newspaper Verdens 
Gang, adding, “They say if you cheat at golf, 
you cheat at business,” con  rming another 
well-worn accusation of narcissism against 
POTUS, the Norwegian Solheim Cup stat 
ventured, “I’ve got to know him quite well and 
you’ll never meet another person who loves 
himself as much as he [Trump] does.”
Golf writer Rick Reilly, whose book on 
the gol  ng exploits of Donald J Trump, 
‘The Commander in Cheat,’ is unforgiving, 
con  rming Pettersen’s comments on Trump’s 
brazen skulduggery on the golf course.
“He cheats like a ma  a accountant, he cheats 
like crazy, he cheats whether you’re watching 
or not, he cheats whether you like it or not,” 
claims Reilly.
Reilly’s summation is, “It’s terrible he should 
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The Trump brand 
is one of the fi nest 
and most respected 
brands anywhere in 
the world and my 
ownership takes 
Turnberry golf onto 
an entirely new level.
- Donald J Trump



By Brandon de SouzaFROM MY DIARY… FEBRUARY 2021

Brandon de Souza is the President of Golf Industry 
Association. He is the Chairman & Managing 
Director of Tiger Sports Marketing & Brandon de 
Souza Management Services. He advises brands 

on using golf as a platform.

his year has already started on 
a positive note with the vaccine 
announcements and the drive 
having started on a war footing. 

This is good news for the entire ecosystem 
to revive golf events and get the tours 
back on track.
The wish list for things to get back to 
its peak is long. Thankfully, the golf 
course usage has been encouraging after 
the initial heartburn but would like the 
pillars of our game – the caddies to be 
rehabilitated as soon as possible. Without 
their involvement your round feels a bit 
bare.
The Indian Golf Union also needs to get 
back its status as the governing body and 
structure the amateur game in the country. 
A strong governor of the game is very 
essential for not only the growth of the 
game but also providing the organizational 
pathway for the various stakeholders.

Far too many junior events have cropped 
up with the same offering that puts the 
parents under tremendous pressure. With 
entry fees going as high as 7500, it needs 
a check and the IGU needs to step in and 
allow recognized tours 
with some kind of a 
cap on the expenses.
Hopefully the 
Professional Golf 
Tour of India will 
announce a full 
schedule this year. 
Never mind playing 
two/three weeks at the 
same venue but our 
professionals would 
really bene  t not just 
getting the chance to 
earn some prize money 
but also world ranking 
points.

The Women’s Golf Association of 
India have announced four events and 
conducted two for the season 2021 of the 
Hero Women’s Professional Golf Tour. 

Another two are lined up 
in March so hopefully 
the tour will complete its 
target number of events 
and we see more number 
of girls competing.
On the club front, great 
to see the golf leagues at 
the Royal Calcutta Golf 
Club & Bangalore Golf 
Club get off the ground. 
The Royal Premier Golf 
League, which sees our 
involvement, has turned 
around the club footfalls 
and brought a real sense 
of togetherness and 
camaraderie amongst 
the members. Make no 

mistake, like all corporate & club golf 
nowadays, it is extremely competitive but 
the spirit is great to see and experience 
 rst hand.

On the international front, looking 
forward to our boys Gaganjeet, 
Shubhankar, Anirban, Rahil doing well 
and they must make their mark from on 
the various international tours. We need to 
see one or more to break through as they 
have shown they belong. Likewise for one 
of our girls to breakthrough – Aditi on the 
LPGA and a couple of wins on the Ladies 
European Tour by the other girls would 
make 2021 a year to remember.

On the international 
front, looking forward 
to our boys Gaganjeet, 
Shubhankar, Anirban, 
Rahil doing well and 
they must make their 

mark from on the 
various international 

tours. 
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t’s a bit crazy to think about it, but we spend hundreds 
and hundreds of dollars on clubs, footwear and apparel, 
but it doesn’t take much to throw off our game if we’re 
missing just one little component from our golf bag or 

pants pocket. 
There are many different products that make the game just a 
little easier to play or add some extra convenience. Here are a 
few to consider that can give you that piece of mind to focus 
on the shot at hand.

GOLF ACCESSORIES DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

This hand-forged steel ball mark from 
Seamus features one of the most 
iconic signs in the USA, the Hollywood 
sign in Hollywood, California. To this 
day, nothing exempli  es cinema and 
provokes thoughts of our favorite movie 
stars like the Hollywood sign.

This Stitch 
Casual bucket-
style hat from 
Kangol utilizes 
a topstitch 
detail that has a 
handmade feel. 

Kangol’s Keeper V Sling 
Bag features a large zipper 
compartment with a padded 
sleeve compartment and an 
inner mesh zipper compartment. 
The outer front compartment 
has a zip closure and there is 
a hidden zipper along the back 
of the sling bag for easy access 
into the large compartment. The 
shoulder strap is adjustable and 
can be worn on either side.

Styler
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Bringing decades of experience to many 
different athletic endeavors, Thorlo knows 
how to take care of 
your feet. Engineered 
to deliver protection 
for the golfer who 
experiences blisters 
and discomfort, 
they’re made with 
Thorlon  ber for 
super softness, 
durability and 
moisture wicking 
for drier and cooler 
feet. 

rs 

h 

er

Add a little Scottish 
 avor to your game 
with this sturdy wool 
tartan drawstring 
pouch from the 
Royal Dornoch 
collection by 
Seamus. 

100% cotton, this blanket-inspired golf towel from Seamus 
is luxurious, absorbent and effective for cleaning all your 
blades. 

https://www.kangol.com/shop/hat-style/stitch-casual
https://www.seamusgolf.com/collections/on-course-tools/products/spider-rock-golf-towel
https://thorlo.com/collections/mens-golf-socks/products/gx0000-unisex-golf-moderate-cushion-crew-socks?variant=34779495432237
https://www.seamusgolf.com/collections/on-course-tools/products/hand-forged-hollywood-ball-mark-steel
https://www.kangol.com/shop/clothing-accessories/new-arrivals/keeper-v-sling-bag
https://www.seamusgolf.com/collections/zippered-drawstring-golf-pouches/products/royal-dornoch-tartan-drawstring-pouch


Pro Active Sports carries a wide range of golf 
accessories including: ball retrievers,  nger tape and 
the top-selling original Groove Doctor retractable brush 
club cleaner. 

   G o l f P l u s     F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 1    47

FootJoy’s 
new  eece, 
all-weather 
grip golf 
gloves 
provide 
optimum 
feel, thermal 
protection 
and long lasting 
softness in cool 
playing conditions.

Footjoy’s Performance Sun Sleeves 
not only offers 50+ UPF protection 
from the sun, they do so while 
wicking away moisture to 
keep you cool and dry.

With its well-earned reputation for performance 
and timeless style, Oakley’s perennial favorite, 
The Holbrook, just got better (if that’s possible) 
as the Prizm Sapphire optimizes color and 
contrast so you see even more detail. 

Puncture- and rust-resistant, 
dishwater safe, Yeti’s Rambler 
bottle also features a handy 
“No Sweat Design” that keeps 
your hands dry and unaffected, 
no matter how hot or cold the 
beverage inside. One less 
worry as you quench your thirst 
during a round. 

Golf course, living 
room, of  ce - this 
30oz Tumbler from 
Yeti will take of your 
thirst, hot or cold, all 
day long. The magnet 
on the included 
MagSlider Lid adds an 
additional barrier of 
protection for keeping 
drinks contained and 
preventing heat or cold 
from escaping.

The timeless styling 
and solid construction 
of Callaway’s Practice 
Caddy will provide 
you years of multi-
functional service.  

Complete with a sculpted large wrap and 
nonslip vented nose pads as well as using a 
lightweight glass that provides superior clarity 
and is scratch resistant, Costa’s Freedom 
Series Broadbill is top-of-the-line eyewear 
that golfers will use for many of their outdoor 
activities. 

https://www.proactivesports.com/catalogs
https://www.footjoy.com/golf-gloves/men/stasof-winter-pair/000SSW.html?dwvar_000SSW_color=66801E#start=3
https://www.footjoy.com/golf-gear/sun-sleeves/performance-sun-sleeves/082SUN.html?dwvar_082SUN_color=20029
https://www.oakley.com/en-us/product/W0OO9102?variant=888392335937
https://www.yeti.com/en_US/drinkware/rambler-26-oz-bottle-with-chug-cap/21071500320.html#pos=14
https://www.yeti.com/en_US/drinkware/rambler-30-oz-tumbler/21070090135.html#pos=6
https://www.callawaygolf.com/golf-accessories/spr4524554.html
https://www.costadelmar.com/en-us/sunglasses/BRB-97963855785


rrigation, in a golf course and especially 
in warm countries like India, is an 
extremely important aspect of golf 
course maintenance. Water is a precious 
resource which is often in short supply 
for essential activities like farming 

and its careful usage has become even more 
important as excessive usage has political, 
economic and social rami  cations.
Statistics suggest that most courses resort 
to excessive watering because many golfers 
equate the green colour with quality and many 
committees/course managers chase colour to 
please their members a majority of whom picked 
up golf in a later age for social purposes. It’s 
dif  cult for these committees/managers to think 
rationally and listen to the two famous sayings of 
late Al Radco, the iconic director of the USGA 
Green Section - ‘over watering is the cardinal 
sin’ and ‘Green is not Great’. Unfortunately, the 
golf course architects understand this proclivity 
of potential golf course owners and exploit them 
to give them a green but not good course.
One of the most important thing to consider 
would be to examine adequate availability of 
water. Potential owners tend to look at availability 
of large tracts of land, preferably with a good 
view of some natural features while ignoring the 
crucial aspect of availability of water. It’s also 
better to look at sources of water over which 
other priority sectors have very little claim due to 
its lack of suitability (such as sewage).
We need to realise that golf is best played on 
 ne tightly mowed turf and not on green colour. 

Over watering invariably leads to excessive 
fertilization due to excessive leaching and 
changes the characteristics of the grass from 
say a dwarf species to something like an annual 
meadow grass which leads to soft and spongy 
surfaces liked by some for ‘holding’. Soft and 
spongy surfaces also lead to creation of lot of 
thatch which makes complex and expensive 
cultivating practices like coring, de-thatching, 
scarifying etc. an essential part of maintenance. 
Professional golfers have often contributed to the 
sin by pressurizing green keepers to create easier 
surfaces conducive to lower scores for them. 
Over watering can be reduced considerably by 
conscientious usage, selection of grasses and 
installation of effective irrigation system.

by Wg Cdr Arun Kumar Singh (Retd)
President, GCS&MAI

encouraged greater ball roll. Over time, fairways 
got irrigation systems installed and members, 
who paid for the installation, demanded more 
irrigation mainly for colour and also to hide 
their own limitations of skill. Increase in areas 
under irrigation led to larger consumption of 
water and the thirst has been dif  cult to satisfy. 
The golf courses should seriously consider the 
compromise of reducing the acreage under 
active irrigation by watering only the areas under 
general play and areas closer to Tees and those 
working as ‘rough’ can be omitted.
Knowing the Soil: India being a large country 
has geological diversity with different types 
of soils in different regions. Requirement of 
irrigation in golf courses located on Clay, Red 
or Laterite soils is going to be vastly different. 
Medium sands with semi spherical particles 
(angular particles bind together) are considered 
the best but even such soils (as also the others) 
need infusion of moisture retaining humus 
to reduce the requirement of water. Humours 
is an important ingredient of the soil and its 
importance should not be ignored.
Installing Efficient Irrigation Systems:  
Management of many golf clubs often install 
irrigation systems for uniformity of colour and 
sometimes overlook the necessity of systems 
for optimal utilisation of water and reduction in 
the overall quantity of water consumed on daily 
basis. A good design with adequate coverage 
could reduce the usage if the system is operated 
for creating good playing surfaces.
Reduce Irrigation in Dormant Season: 
Irrigating grass while it’s undergoing dormancy 
due to cold weather, such as Bermuda hybrids in 
winter months in North India, doesn’t improve 
the health of the turf. In fact, it’s wise to go into 
the winter months with dry greens (achieved 
through less watering) to reduce any serious frost 
damage to the roots. Watering schedule even in 
post winter months would have to be increased 
slowly as excessively wet greens (aided by 
winter rains) will only create disease, reduce 
turf density and slow down the recovery in 
warmer post winter months. Perhaps the point to 
remember would be ‘to start late and stop early’ 
through the year.

Evolution of Irrigation Systems
Hose and Sprinkler: After the piped water 
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OVER-WATERING  
IS THE CARDINAL SIN
Quality of Water is Over Emphasised
There is often lot of chatter about the quality of 
water needed for irrigation. We should clearly 
avoid using potable water for the purpose 
because of it being needed for sustenance of 
human populations and also because quality of 
water doesn’t adversely affect the turf health 
very dramatically. Else golf courses located in 
links and exposed to saline sub soil water or even 
occasional tidal waves wouldn’t have survived. 
In fact, the  ooding or inundation with sea water 
is more serious matter than the salinity. Grasses 
are very resilient and are capable of withstanding 
different constituents of any normal grey water.

Reducing the Requirement of Water 
Itself
Selection of Grass: Extensive research into 
dwarf and now ultra-dwarf variety of grasses 
has created many species of ‘hybrids’ which 
not only tolerate lower heights of mowing and 
extensive play but also are drought resistant with 
quick regenerative capabilities. Usage of water 
in general shall reduce with appropriate selection 
of grass for the speci  c requirements of the golf 
course(s). It’s always cost effective to source 
the grass from certi  ed sources as inadvertent 
mixing which occurs in unconventional sources 
cost you much more in the longer run on 
maintenance costs.
Brown is not Dead: Well laid out irrigation 
systems are of recent vintage and a look at the 
earlier days will show lack of watering and hot 
weather induced pale brown surfaces where 
mowing had to be stopped but the play continued, 
generally on faster and still true surfaces. The 
grasses and the surfaces recovered quickly as 
soon as rains reappeared. Brown surfaces are 
generally not dead and remain conducive to 
play for members but admittedly in hot and arid 
areas, some form of irrigation will help reviving 
grass with periodical doses of irrigation. The old 
fashioned primitive irrigation systems though 
will suf  ce to keep the Greens healthy in most 
non championship courses. Al Radco’s ‘Green 
is not Great’ is true and worth remembering 
always.
Reducing the Acreage of Fairways: In the 
early days, fairways did not have irrigation 
coverage and the requirement of watering was 
much lesser. Fairways were hard and  rm which 

Feature



Evaluation of Competitive Systems
Irrigation systems are integrated combination 
of pipes, sprinklers, rotors, control cables 
weather stations etc. All modern systems tend to 
incorporate user friendly features which enable 
operators to alter and adjust the arc easily and 
also to clean or remove blockages without much 
dif  culty. Most improvements in the discharge 
systems and overlapping coverage require larger 
diameter pipes. Such improvements raise costs 
even if they lead to savings later. The evaluation 
of systems is undertaken by committees in most 
clubs who may not be able to appreciate the 
differences while opting only for lowest cost 
bidders. Another aspect which is often missed 
out is to ascertain availability of suf  cient 
water and regular supply of electricity for the 
purpose of having enough pressure to operate the 
system. Weather monitoring systems are often 
bundled along with the main system and in most 
cases cater to requirements which far exceeds 
the requirements at a golf course. A simple 
apparatus measuring humidity, temperature and 
wind speed is generally suf  cient to calculate 
the evaporation rate and the quantity required to 
replenish the moisture lost.
Paradox of Uniformity in Contoured 
Surfaces: Irrigation systems are designed for 
applying water uniformly which is related to rate 
of discharge through the sprinklers. This can be 
confused with uniform distribution of water on 
the turf surfaces which is not the case, specially in 
contoured surfaces. The uniformity of discharge 
often leads to a paradox while irrigating 
contoured surfaces as he lower surfaces receive 
more water and the higher surfaces less. The 
requirement is exactly opposite i.e. it’s the higher 
surfaces which need more water and the lower 
surfaces lesser. A provision of connecting hoses 
to be used for hand watering should certainly be 
made in the greenside heads at least.

Misusing the Irrigation System
Automated systems have advanced a lot and have 

computerized controls and they are  ne systems. 
The automated nature, however, generates a 
propensity to treat the system as toys. Operators 
often feel a loss of control and constantly 
change the settings and generally set them to 
over compensate for any glitches in between 
cycles of operation. The sin of over watering is 
often committed on golf courses equipped with 
advanced automated systems. It also provides 
an opportunity to members to exert pressure for 
indulging in wall to wall irrigation for colour or 
for getting softer greens.

The Final Words
Water is an essential element of golf courses but 
too much of it is only going to be destructive for 
the health of the turf. India, has 4% of world’s 
water resources but having 16% of world’s 
human population (and largest number of cattle) 
makes it a water de  cient country. Golf courses 
must use water responsibly and realise that it’s 
meant for keeping the turf alive (possibly with 
slow growth rate) and not for keeping it green. 
Usage of water to make the surfaces more 
receptive and for holding the golf ball which has 
otherwise been struck poorly, is of course almost 
bordering on being a criminal act.
Automated irrigation systems promising wall 
to wall carpet irrigation are usually a mistake 
committed by managements by falling for 
the glib sales talk. Uniformity of coverage is 
misleading as in contoured surfaces the low 
lying areas get more water and the upper surfaces 
much lesser whereas it should be just the 
opposite. Uniformity of discharge can usually 
be achieved only by using wider diameter pipes 
which always increases the costs.
Golf is played on grass and not on colour. This 
is something which should be remembered 
by all and perhaps the members, specially the 
new ones, need to be educated about “Green 
is not great’. Over watering is a cardinal sin of 
green keeping and it will be best to avoid it by 
following ‘when in doubt, don’t irrigate’.
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became available, the traditional way of watering 
the Greens was with a hose and sprinkler 
which generally suf  ced but was inconvenient 
as it needed people and was dependent on 
human judgement which led to uneven levels 
of watering. Golfers also did not like the 
interference (specially on Greens) caused by the 
hoses lying around on the golf course.
Automation: Irrigation over time had to undergo 
the transition into automatic systems complete 
with pop up sprinklers. The system had inherent 
advantages of uniformity, reduction of personnel 
and elimination of human judgement/error. 
There were disadvantages too as the installation 
was expensive and maintenance costs were 
higher. It also took away the element of human 
judgement and immediate course correction if 
things went wrong. The biggest disadvantage 
though came from the ease of irrigation which 
generally resulted in operators not taking any 
chances by resorting to over watering.
Design Limitations: One of the limitation of 
pop up based automated irrigation system right 
from the beginning has been that they were 
designed for dealing with far higher irrigation 
levels than what was generally required. A mass 
produced system had to cater to the watering 
demands of a course located in arid deserts 
and became available for courses located in 
areas having high level of rainfall. In an ideal 
world, the irrigation system is required only to 
 ll the gap between desirable level of watering 

and availability of water through rainfall. The 
irrigation systems generally do not cater to lower 
levels of requirement and golf courses end up 
paying for some non-essential capabilities.

Over watering can be reduced 
considerably by conscientious 
usage, selection of grasses 
and installation of eff ective 
irrigation system.
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Singh’s and Arjun Atwal’s efforts and 
victories have done the same for the men.  
These results validate the belief that 
Indians can match world standards and 
Sponsors are seeing value in supporting 
those sports which are bringing pride to 
India. And driving eyeballs. But what 
about the supporting ecosystem? Its 
actually encouraging to see Indian coaches 
produce world class players. Coaches like 
Jessy Grewal, Vijay Divecha, Nonita Lal 
Quereshi, Romit Bose, Indrajit Bhalotia, 
Bamby Randhawa, Anitya Chand, Tarun 
Sardesai, and several others, are nurturing 
top world class talent and helping them 
enhance their potential. To me it’s a matter 

of pride that top Indian players have 
stayed committed to their 

Indian teachers and have 
bust the myth that 

any foreigner is 
naturally better 

than any Indian 
teacher. 
I want to 
take this 
opportunity of 
highlighting 

another Indian 
achievement 

which gives 
me a lot of pride. 

Not many people 
are aware of what 

young Sameer Sawhney has 
managed with his app Upgame. Sameer 
has developed an app for all round game 
improvement using statistics. He was 
able to overcome the drudgery of manual 
recording and analysis of data through a 
quick and simple drag and drop/on map 
data entry process. Users love this and they 
saw a massive increase in data collection 
when the Singapore National Team started 
using it. 
There are 3 layers of their product, Upgame 
Standard, Upgame Pro and Practice, for 
different levels of golfers and purposes. 

ho can forget what the World 
Cup victory in 1983 did for 
Indian Cricket? In fact, what 
Kapil Paaji did for Indian cricket 

when during the same event, with Indian 
tottering at 17 runs with 5 wickets down 
against Zimbabwe, he went in and smashed 
an unbeaten 175 runs off 138 balls to help 
India win that match and then we pulled 
off the unimaginable by winning the Finals 
against West Indies. The fortunes of Indian 
Cricket changed after that victory. 
Indian golf has had similar moments which 
have helped change the face of Indian golf. 
The Indian amateur team (Lakshman Singh, 
Rajeev Mohta, Amit Luthra and Rishi 
Narain) winning the Team gold during 
the 1982 Asian Games, when golf 
was introduced in the Asian 
Games for the  rst time, 
brought a lot of positive 
exposure to the sport. 
Lakshman Singh 
(Individual gold) 
and Rajeev Mohta 
(Individual silver) 
became household 
names overnight 
and also inspired the 
entire generation of 
emerging players that 
India could do well. 
And then Ali Sher 
won the Indian Open in 
1991 and repeated the feat 
in 1993, a feat which catalysed the growth 
of professional golf in India. Giving Indian 
professional golfers the belief that if Ali 
Sher could do it, so could they. 
In ladies golf, Simi Mehra’s exploits on 
the US LPGA Tour were path breaking 
and new paradigm shifts. An Indian lady 
golfer actually led the driving distance 
Statistics on the World’s  nest tour!! Simi’s 
efforts catalysed Ladies golf in India and 
young players like Aditi Ashok, Sharmila 
Nicolette, amongst others are now driving 
the growth of Ladies golf. Jeev Milkha 

It has been acknowledged that the quality 
of data, especially on Upgame Pro is 
unmatched by any other platform. Designed 
by Tom Boys, his head of Pro Product, who 
personally works with players like Tommy 
Fleetwood, Jason Day, Matt Wallace , 
Lucas Herbert and many more, the Pro 
version allows a player to mark their targets 
and where they end up in relation to their 
targets, thereby giving more accurate 
feedback to the player and his coach. Tom 
also leads a group of analysts, all based 
out of UK. And now Sameer has a team 
promoting it globally, with staff based in 
the US and Australia, in addition to UK. 
Sameer’s vision is to build an all sport 
game improvement platform and bring 
quality instruction and improvement to 
as many sportspeople as possible, using 
technology.  
Golf is just the beginning and his success 
Internationally, with the  nest players, 
some National Teams and Universities 
in the USA, makes me feel very proud. 
Here is an Indian kid, helping some of the 
 nest players in the World, score better 

through the use of his Upgame app. I 
must confess that he has been a student 
who was pushed to keep statistics and his 
creative mind has taken the mundane out 
of the process and made it enjoyable, time 
ef  cient and through his quality tie ups, 
hugely more effective. What does this 
augur for Indian sport and Indian Golf? 
How does this compare with India’s World 
Cup Win or Ali Sher’s Indian Open win? 
Well, I will let the readers draw their own 
conclusion. From my end, I believe that 
this will inspire many and in various ways. 
And will also help strengthen the Indian 
mindset into managing their existing skill 
sets better and producing consistent results. 
More Kapil Paaji like performances which 
are a function of self belief and courage. 
Reinforced through productive, focused, 
quality practice, directed by capturing 
performance data and appropriate analysis 
of the same. All in all, more possibilities for 
World Class performances.

SAMEER SAWHNEY 
AND UPGAME 
MAKING INDIA PROUD

THE 
INDIAN AMATEUR 

TEAM (LAKSHMAN SINGH, 
RAJEEV MOHTA, AMIT LUTHRA 
AND RISHI NARAIN) WINNING 
THE TEAM GOLD DURING THE 

1982 ASIAN GAMES, WHEN GOLF 
WAS INTRODUCED IN THE ASIAN 

GAMES FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
BROUGHT A LOT OF POSITIVE 

EXPOSURE TO THE 
SPORT. 

It’s a matter of pride when Indians do well. And frankly, the growth of sports in India has 
a lot to do with the emotion which is evoked when an Indian player or team does well. 

FEATURE

By Digraj Singh
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Club News

DR. GOLF’S
GOLF POOL

he weather was perfect, 
the course in pristine 
condition thanks to the 
efforts of Col I S Kohli.  
All 50 participants 
turned up at the Qutab 
Golf Course to play the 
 rst edition of the Dr 

Golf’s Golf Pool on 29th January 2021. 
The brainchild of Ankush Chadha (fondly 
nicknamed Doc by his gol  ng buddies) and 
Puneet Ahuja the format was Double Peoria 
with handicaps adjusted as per the scores 
on the 12 hidden holes pulled out after all 
the scorecards were in. “The idea is to make 
it a quarterly affair amongst like-minded 
golfers”, opined Ankush when quizzed.
It was a very competitive and well fought 
out round with big prizes to be won. The 
winners of Gross and Net Scores won 
Free Invites to play in the Thai GolfPass at 
Pattaya, Thailand from August 27th-August 
30th 2021 with complimentary 2 night stay 
courtesy GolfPlus Monthly and the ever 
gracious Mr Anil Dev. All participants 
received a voucher from TrueFitt and Hill 
at their salon courtesy Mr Angad Pascricha.
The Winner for Net was bagged by Gurjas 

Singh followed by 1st Runner Up Viraj 
Singh and 2nd Runner Up Vibhav Soni. The 
 ght for the Gross was very closely fought 

between Arjun Verma and Rohit Jhawar 
with scores of +6 and +5 respectively even 
though Rohit dropped 4 shots in the last 3 
holes. Closest to pin was won by Harmeet 
Singh on the 10th Hole at 2’2”.
All participants post their round ended up 
living up the revelry and camaraderie on 

“The idea is to make 
it a quarterly affair 
amongst like-minded 
golfers”.
- Ankush Chadha

the open Terrace at the Qutab Golf Course 
with sumptuous food and well stocked bar 
courtesy the F&B team of Pebble Street. 
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T
he Ballantine’s Golf Retreat Royal 
Premier League 2021 got off the mark 
with a big bang on January 8th at the 
prestigious Royal Calcutta Golf Club. 

The event is played every weekend amongst 
24 amateur teams & 408 members competing 
for the bragging rights!
We are at the half way stage of the league 
stage with 47 matches having been played 
over the  rst four weekends. The teams have 
produced some exhilarating matches that have 
gone right down to the wire. Emami got out of 
the woods against Putt Pirates with a hole out 
from the 18th fairway!
The leaders have completed comprehensive 
wins too. The Devils have put down the 
marker for the rest of the  eld after winning 
their  rst four matches including a perfect 5-0 
win over Sultans of Swing & 4.5-0.5 win over 
D Co.
Joint defending champions, Cleantek United 
and Verdant Colts are the two other teams 
with a perfect win record with only the margin 

of respective victories separating them. 22 of 
the 24 teams have won atleast one match with 
only RSH Mulligators & Citytech having 
failed to open their accounts.
With three rounds of league matches to go, all 
eyes are on the match ups amongst the mid 
table teams as the top 8 will qualify for the 
main championship and the next 8 will go into 
the Challenge Cup.
The RPGL is a pioneer in amateur golf premier 
leagues in the county. Since it’s inception 
in 2016, it has grown its in  uence over the 
Kolkata golf culture every year. More than 
5000 unique HNIs and their families from 
Kolkata come to support their favourite team.
Each year the event sees an amalgamation 
of partners who bring their value additions 
making RPGL a heady mix of who’s who of 
Kolkata. The 2021 edition of the Ballantine’s 
Golf Retreat Royal Premier Golf League 
is co-sponsored by Tata Housing & HDFC 
Bank, Audi Kolkata is the luxury partner, 
Toro, Of  cial Scoring partner Grant Thornton, 

Outdoor Partner Balaji Ads along with Travel 
Partner Travellers Paraadise, Hospitality 
Partner JW Marriott Kolkata & App Partner 
Ace ERP. The event is managed by Tiger 
Sports Marketing.

ROYAL PREMIER GOLF LEAGUE 
2021 IN FULL SWING

Club News

Aces (L) & Royal Flamingos (R) match 
could have gone either way

Brandon de Souza conducts a junior clinic

Dalmia Juniors’ Gallery

Royal Calcutta Golf Club



   G o l f P l u s     F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 1    57

The RPGL is a pioneer 
in amateur golf premier 
leagues in the county. 
Since it’s inception in 
2016, it has grown its 
infl uence over the Kolkata 
golf culture every year. 
More than 5000 unique 
HNIs and their families 
from Kolkata come to 
support their favourite 
team.

Club News

No. Team P W L A/S ND Points

1  Devils 4 4 0 0 14 12

2  Cleantek United 4 4 0 0 10 12

3  Verdant Colts 4 4 0 0 7 12

4  Aces 4 3 1 0 6 9

5  Gladstone 4 3 1 0 6 9

6  Exide White Walkers 4 2 1 1 2 7

7  Royal Flamingos 4 2 2 0 1 6

8  Merlin Legends 4 2 2 0 0 6

LEADERBOARD - TOP 8

Exide White Walkers gaining momentum Gladstone off to a good start

Merino Royals in good spiritsHillibillies celebrate their first win
Merlin Legends (L) & Citytech (R) 
competed during Matchweek 4

Greentech Giants (in pink) and 
Eagle Eye (in blue) ready to tee off Team Baazar Kolkata Bashers Team Devils in focus!
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Club News

RYDER CUP 2020

Gulmohar Greens Golf Course conducted 
Ryder Cup on 26th December & 27th 
December with a total of 24 matches 

being played. All the matches were being 
played over 18 holes. The Ryder Cup involves 
various match play competitions between 
players selected from 2 teams of sixteen each. 
On Saturday there were 4 fourball matches and 
4 foursomes matches; a session of all matches 
in the morning. On Sunday, a total of 16 singles 
matches were being played. 

The winner of each match scored a point for his 
team, with half a point each for any match that 
is tied after the 18 holes. The  rst team to reach 
12½ wins the Ryder Cup. The winning team 
was determined by cumulative total points. In 
the event of a tie (12 points each) the Ryder Cup 
is retained by the team who held it before the 
contest.
On day one scores were level 4 points each, 
Day two saw a total of 16 singles match play 

points, Team Blue showed good team work and 
earned 9 points Match went up to last putt and 
Team Blue won the Ryder Cup by 1 point over 
the 2 days match play tournament. The winning 
team was led by Mr Avtar Singh Panesar.

IGU SUB-JUNIOR/JUNIOR FEEDER TOUR

Category A 

Boys: Winner - Sukhman Singh, Runner-up - Vinamra Anand, 2nd 
Runner-up - Arjun Dabas 
Girls:  Winner - Sharanya Sah, Runner-up - Renee Rane, 2nd Runner-up 
- Anahita Singh 

Category B 

Boys: Winner - Parth R Sood, Runner-up - Kanav Chauhan, 2nd Runner-
up - Vihaan Malhotra 
Girls: Winner - Anvvi Dahhiya, Runner-up - S Lakshita Pragnya, 2nd 
Runner-up - Hunar Brar

Category C 

Boys: Winner - Shubham Kumar, Runner-up -Kartik Singh, 2nd Runner-
up - Udai Aditya Middha  
Girls: Winner - Alysha Dutt, Runner-up - Aaliya Bairoliya, 2nd Runner-up 
- Mahreen Bhatia 

Category D 

Boys: Winner - Chaitanya Pandey, Runner-up - Arjunveer shishir, 2nd 
Runner-up - Samriddh C Thakur 
Girls: Winner - Anushka Gupta, Runner-up - Shambhavi Chaturvedi, 
2nd Runner-up - Shiksha Jain 

Category E 

Boys: Winner - Rajveer Singh, Runner-up - Krishnav Gupta, 2nd Runner-
up - Raghuraj Dahiya 
Girls: Winner - Ojaswini Saraswat, Runner-up - Abner Sengar

Date: 29th January 2021 
Location: Jaypee Greens Wishtown
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IGCL is a national event bringing 
together all the leading golf clubs 
of India at the Eagleton Golf Resort 
outside Bangalore in the  rst week of 
April 2021. Some 25 of the top clubs 

from around the country will pit themselves 
against each other in what will be a keenly 
contested battle to determine the Champion 
Club of India.
Not only is the competition expected to be 
 erce, the organisers are putting together 

a marquee event replete with excellent 
hospitality, entertainment, fellowship and 
camaraderie. Such an event has never 
happened in the country before and this golf 

THE INDIAN
GOLF CLUBS LEAGUE

extravaganza will be the  rst of its kind. 
Charu Sharma, one of the promoters of Golf 
Chap, says this  rst of its kind tournament 
will knit together the fabric of club golfers in 

The Indian Golf Clubs League (IGCL) is an exciting new 
initiative by Golf Chaps LLP. Golf Chaps has been promoted 
by few notable persons from Bangalore among whom are 
Charu Sharma and Sumit Rathor.

the country. This will facilitate exchange of 
ideas, best practices and foster use of common 
countrywide systems like handicapping etc. 
He is  rmly of the opinion that it’s going to 
be a fabulous tournament, the likes of which 
have not been seen before.
The Indian Golf Union is proposing to have 
a kiosk at the event to propagate its WHS 
service and hopes that many clubs will 
subscribe. The bene  t accruing if all clubs 
of India were on the same handicapping 
platform would be substantial. 
Chetan Meda, the Director of Eagleton, 
promises a top class course in the very best 
condition come April. He says in addition to 
the well-appointed rooms, participants will 
also be able to use the newly created Sports 
Arena. Eagleton will also be  elding a team 
and intend to go all out to win the inaugural 
edition.
The competition will be played over four 
days, the  rst day being a practice round. The 
three competition rounds will be in different 
‘pairs’ formats to foster the ‘team spirit’. The 
winning team will be the one accumulate the 
maximum points over the three rounds and be 
crowned the Champion Club of India.
Several leading clubs like KGA, Bangalore 
Golf Club, DLF, Hyderabad Golf Association 
etc. have con  rmed participation. Some 
of the other top clubs expected to be in the 
fray are BPGC, RCGC, TNGF-Cosmo, 
DGC etc. The organisers have developed a 
unique mechanism for clubs to be involved 
of  cially without spending their own funds. 
Each club will have a Team Principal who 
pays the participation fee as well as travel, 
stay and kitting costs. In return for branding 
opportunities that will be made available at 
the event.
Golf is organised club-wise in India not by 
states, zones or company teams like in other 
sports. Therefore, it is strange that an inter-
club event on a national scale has never been 
conceived before. This initiative by Golf 
Chaps to bring together the fraternity of club 
golfers in India on a single platform is a very 
worthy one. We are sure that the tournament 
will be highly successful and go from strength 
to strength in the years to come.

SEVERAL LEADING CLUBS LIKE 
KGA, BANGALORE GOLF CLUB, DLF, 
HYDERABAD GOLF ASSOCIATION 
ETC. HAVE CONFIRMED 
PARTICIPATION. SOME OF THE 
OTHER TOP CLUBS EXPECTED TO 
BE IN THE FRAY ARE BPGC, RCGC, 
TNGF-COSMO, DGC ETC.

Club News

Eagleton Golf Resort
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Following stringent Covid norms, Ladies Section of 
Noida Golf Club organized its annual Interclub Golf 
Tournament. Ladies from different clubs in NCR 

participated seeing around 62 participants on the course.
The ladies braved the inclement weather and played with 
great enthusiasm in a thick fog. 
It was a stable Ford competition to full Handicap. Scores 
of best three cards of four players “Team” were counted.
Runner up Team was AEPTA 96 points Team comprised 
of - Sunita Kattarya, Vandna Nair, Nishi Pande, Kamal 
Mehrotra. 
Winner Team was the host club (NGC) with 99 points. 
The Team was Rana Alam, Simran Bajaj, Mariam Ali, 
and Nayantara Prasad.
Winner in the category of best card returned (Individual 
Prize) accorded to Sunita Kattarya, Lady Captain AEPTA 
with 37 points.

LADIES IN ACTION 
AT NOIDA

DGC APPOINTS TROON TO MANAGE GOLF COURSE 

Troon has been selected to manage the 
Golf Course Maintenance at the famous 
Delhi Golf Club in India. A new Golf 

Course Superintendent, Ben McLean has 
been appointed to lead Troon’s engagement 
and to oversee enhancement projects 
including improving the golf course’s 
playing surfaces.
He will be tasked with managing the 
agronomy operations and staff for the 27-
hole member facility. With a background 
specialising in the turf industry, including 
international experience with both warm and 
cool season turf species, his appointment 
to Delhi Golf Club is a natural  t for both 
parties. Ben has studied at the New Zealand’s 
Sports Turf Institute and has gone on to work 

at a number of premier golf venues, including 
the Royal Sydney Golf Club, in Australia and 
the famous Belfry Hotel & Resort in the U.K, 
before he became Assistant Superintendent 
at the renowned Brookwater Golf & Country 
Club in Brisbane Australia. 
“We are delighted to have Troon’s expertise 

onboard at Delhi Golf Club and welcome 
Ben to the team” said Mr Manjit Singh, 
President, Delhi Golf Club. “Ben’s 
experience, attention to detail and incredible 
work ethic will be invaluable as we look to 
develop and enhance the course and take it to 
the next level on a global stage.” 

Kapil Dev, one of cricket’s most famous 
all-rounders and the brand ambassador of 
Dream Valley Group, tees off at Haldi Golf 

County in Hyderabad.
The project promises to offer world- class 
gol  ng facilities along with premium high-
class residential units to its customers. Paci  c 
Coast Design, an Australian architect company 
has designed Haldi Golf County.
Mr. Kapil Dev added “I am delighted to play 
at Haldi Golf County. The Golf course has 
premium facilities with an amazing view.  It 
is a great project that offers a spectacular golf 
course along with residential opportunity.”
Mr. Prithvi Reddy, CEO, Haldi Golf County 
says, “The legendary Indian Cricketer, Kapil 
Dev, is a multi-talented sportsman. He followed 
his passion for Golf after his retirement and 
picked up the game with ease. Mr. Kapil 
Dev is passionate about the game. Our brand 
association with this world-famous celebrity 
has been overwhelming and extremely valued. 

Also, Haldi endeavours to cater a luxurious 
and vibrant lifestyle to people and Mr. Kapil 
Dev’s partnership with us makes it a more 
exclusive property”.

KAPIL DEV TEES OFF AT HALDI GOLF COUNTY

Date: 22nd Jan, 2021



The 2nd edition of Junior Golf League of 
Glory was announced on 03 Sep 20. The 
League will have three matches played 

in Stroke Play format over three months. A 
combined merit of three matches will be used 
to  nd the League Champions in each category 
(Boys and Girls).
The 1st Match of the Junior Golf League of 
Glory was played on 01 Oct 20. A total of 68 
juniors in Cat A-E (Boys and Girls played to 
engrave their names on the League of Glory 
Trophy. The tournament was held at ITC Classic 
Golf Club, Gurugram. Winners of Match-1 
in various categories showcased exemplary 
performance. Cat D Boys stole the show with 
Kartik Singh scoring 6 Under, Bhavesh Nirwan 
4 Under and Neil Jolly of Chandigarh playing 
2 under.
This was the  rst Tournament post Covid where 
our brave Cat E Boys and Girls participated. 
Greens to Glory successfully conducted the 
tournament with appropriate social distancing & 
safety measures. 

JUNIOR GOLF LEAGUE – 2ND EDITION

The 2nd Match of the Junior Golf League of 
Glory was played on 06 Nov 20. A total of 
60 junior golfers participated to engrave their 
names on the League of Glory Trophy. The 
tournament was held at Jaypee Wishtown Golf 
Club, Noida. Winners of Match-2 in various 
categories showcased exemplary performance. 
Cat A Boys Sukhman Singh stole the show 
with a score of 3 under and Aarav Shah scoring 
1 under. In the girls category Jahnavi Prakhya 
returned a score card of 2 Over. Cat E Boy 
Krishnav Gupta played a good game with Level 
Par and E Cat girl Ojaswini Saraswat with 3 
over in nine holes.
In another step towards uplifting Junior Golf 
in India, Greens to Glory Golf Foundation, a 
charity based foundation has been created. The 
foundation will work with commitment to give 

2ND BLACK RHINO TEAM TROPHY

Little Master Junior Golf Tour held its 2nd Black Rhino 27 hole team 
tournament at the Jaypee WishTown Par 3 course on 11th Jan 2021.
Sukhman and Vinamra emerged victorius for the 2nd time in a row 

and this time the scoring was made tougher due to the windy conditions 
and the tough pin positions. For the second edition we had 18 teams 
taking part with the youngest only 9 years and the oldest 21.
Fortunate enough to have top juniors and World Ranking amateurs play 
the 2nd edition.
The highlight of the day was a Hole 
in One achieved by the youngest 
competitor Arihaan Beri who is only 
9 years old. He achieved this feat on 
the 26th hole of the competition with 
a silky smooth 6 iron. 
The course conditions were excellent 
with the greens in such great 
condition that each player was back 
spinning their golf balls, the putting 
surface to rival any course.

Winner of Match - 1
Boys: 
Cat A – Himanshu Nagar
Cat B – Vihaan Malhotra
Cat C – Vedant Banerjee Sodhi
Cat D – Kartik Singh
Cat E – Raghuraj Dahiya

Girls: 
Cat A – Jahnavi Prakhya 
Cat B – Lakshita Pragnya
Cat C – Samaira Tomar
Cat D – Ayesha Gupta
Cat E – Anushka Gupta

opportunities to the under privileged juniors for 
enabling their future.

Junior Golf Day at Forrest 
Hill Golf Resort, Mohali
The 1st Junior Golf Tournament by Greens to 
Glory for Chandigarh, Mohali and Panchkula 
Juniors, post COVD 19 Pandemic, was played 
at Forrest Hill Golf Resort, Mohali on 2nd 
December 20. Juniors in Cat A-F (Boys and 
Girls) played the tournament. Winners of the 
tournament in various categories showcased 
exemplary performance. 

Results:
Boys: 
Cat A – Brahmjot Singh 
Cat B – Avneet Singh
Cat C – Manveer S Sheokhand
Cat D – Rannvijay
Cat E –Sohraab S Talwar
Cat F – Upraj Singh

Girls: 
Cat B – Heenaz Khera 
Cat C – Rajeeta
Cat E – Ojaswini Saraswat

RESULTS:
Best score 1st 9: Parth & Kanav (-5) 
Best Score 2nd 9: Partha & Krishiv (-4) 
Best Score 3rd 9: Sukhman & Vinamra (-4)
Team Maximum Birdies: Parth & Kanav 7
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The steel City Golf 
Tournament was held 
in Jamshedpur on 15th 

and 16th of January 2021. This 
year end tournament occupies 
a prominent place in the social 
and sporting calendar of 
Jamshedpur.
It also honours the amateur 
golfers who have performed 
consistently throughout the 
year.

Rotarian Dr. Sameer Azad Mahendra won in a 
row as many as three golf cups played recently 
at Hyderabad, viz., President Cup, Sankranthi 

Cup and Hyderabad Addicts Cup.
While President Cup is the biggest and prestigious 
annual event held at Hyderabad Golf Association 
played over 3 days with 2 rounds [stroke play], 
Sankranthi Cup is another big tournament held 
with 75% of handicap on a stable Ford format and 
lastly, Addicts Cup is on 100% handicap stableford 
tournament.

SOUTHERN REGION - HYDERABAD

SAFGR INVITED TO HOST WORLD 
CUP & TO THE BOARD OF IGFR 

Expanding footprint of SAFGR reported 
by late RIPD Das to the IGFR was 
reiterated by PDG Parag. Recently IGFR 

invited SAFGR to bid to hold IGFR World Cup 

in India in 2022 and invited PDG Parag Sheth to 
be on its Board.
In response, on 6.1.2021, SAFGR Chair Parag 
Sheth made a strong pitch to the IGFR Board. The 

IGFR President has now slotted the matter for the 
Board of Directors’ [BoD] Meeting of IGFR to be 
held in Feb. 2021.   Friends, SAFGR has come a 
long way in global gol  ng circuit! 

EASTERN  REGION- JAMSHEDPUR

Malvika Jha, the daughter of our esteemed SAFGR member Rtn 
Mithilesh Jha won the prestigious Nora Haley cup. She won two 
business class return tickets to Abu Dhabi. 

Alka Garg, spouse of Rtn Jeetu Garg, another of our SAFGR 
members won the Runners up and Best Gross for this 
tournament. 

SAFGR member Rtn Sujata Sachdev won the Runners up for Pervez 
Mehta Tournament, a two ball match play event held over 2 months.

SAFGR Eastern Zone Chair Rtn Rajender Sachdev won the Runners up trophy for the 
Jamshedpur Challenge, a tournament held over 72 holes over 2 weekends. 
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SAFGR GROWING NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY 
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Architects in May 2021 and will be on the career 
pathway to becoming Saudi Arabia’s  rst-ever 
quali  ed golf course architect by mid-2023.

Golf Saudi announced the news of Abdullah 
Kamakhi’s acceptance into the European 
Institute of Golf Course Architects, 

positioning him to become Saudi Arabia’s  rst 
golf course architect. 
The European Institute of Golf Course 
Architects represents some of the world’s most 
quali  ed golf course architects. Members of 
the EIGCA have shown through their skill, 
experience and training that they are able to 
design and oversee the construction of golf 
courses to the highest standards. 
From a young age Abdullah has been fascinated 
by designed spaces which led him to study 
Landscape Architecture at Arizona State 
University. After a couple of years working as a 
landscape designer in Riyadh, Abdullah joined 
Golf Saudi in 2019 and begun his journey in the 
golf industry.  
Delighted by his acceptance, Abdullah 
Kamakhi, commented: “I am so grateful for this 
opportunity and the support that Golf Saudi has 

given me. Since joining in 2019, my curiosity 
for golf, particularly golf course design, quickly 
grew and I was able to work under some great 
golf course architects and agronomists to 
give me invaluable resources to learn from. 
I’m extremely motivated to continue along 
this career path and be a part of 
Golf Saudi’s incredible vision to 
design sustainable environments 
throughout the Kingdom.” 
Creating new jobs and careers for 
Saudi nationals within the golf 
industry continues to remain a 
priority in Golf Saudi’s vision. 
Signi  cant investments continue 
to be made to present individuals 
these opportunities from learning 
from industry experts to supporting 
career developments through training and 
quali  cations.  
Abdullah Kamakhi will begin the two year 
course at the European Institute of Golf Course 

ABDULLAH KAMAKHI SET TO BECOME SAUDI ARABIA’S FIRST 
EVER GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT 

LAGUNA GOLF LANG CO JOINS ELITE CLUB

“I am so 
grateful 
for this 
opportunity 
and the 
support 
that Golf 
Saudi has 
given me.

Golf Saudi continues to support the development of Saudi nationals within 
the golf industry 

& Country Club in India.
According to Cho Minn Thant, Commissioner, 
and CEO of the Asian Tour, “the main objective 
of Asian Tour Destinations is to provide an 
af  liate membership program between the 
associated venues and the Asian Tour, to drive 
sustainable growth and development for the 
betterment of golf in the region as a whole.”
“Vietnam continues to be at the forefront of 
golf expansion and development in the region 
and we are very proud that Laguna Golf Lang 
Co is a contributor in this evolution,” said 
Adam Calver, Director of Golf at Laguna 
Lang Co Resort. “We appreciate the work the 
Asian Tour continues to do to grow the game 
here and Asian Tour Destinations is a perfect 
 t for us and supports our resorts future plans 

and ambitions as we are perfectly situated as 
an integrated property that boasts some of the 
best beachfront accommodation in Vietnam 
paired with exceptional golf.”
With that in mind, Laguna Lang Co believes 
that strength in numbers will help the region 
swiftly regain its status as a bucket-list 
destination for golf travellers.

Laguna Golf Lang Co, one of Vietnam’s 
leading clubs, has joined forces with 
other top tests around Asia to help grow 

the game and accelerate the recovery of golf 
tourism in the region.
The award-winning club, whose Sir Nick 
Faldo Signature layout is regarded among the 
best in Vietnam, recently became part of Asian 
Tour Destinations: an exclusive network of 
elite clubs with direct ties to the Asian Tour.

Joining Laguna Golf Lang Co in the collective 
are Sentosa Golf Club in Singapore, Horizon 
Hills Golf & Country Club, 
and Kota Permai Golf & 
Country Club in Malaysia, 
Sapporo Country Club, 
and The North Country 
Golf Club in Japan, Black 
Mountain Golf Club in 
Thailand and Classic Golf 

Asian Tour Destinations collective bids to grow game and reboot golf tourism

The award-
winning 
club, 
whose Sir 
Nick Faldo 
Signature 
layout is 
regarded 
among 
the best in 
Vietnam.

Snippet



64   G o l f P l u s    F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 1 

Content Editor: 
Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI

PGTI ANNOUNCES SCHEDULE 
FOR FEBRUARY 2021

The TATA Steel PGTI 
heads West for the Gujarat 
double-header in February. 

The two new events announced 
are the Gujarat Open Golf 
Championship 2021 presented 
by Gujarat Tourism and the 
Glade One Masters 2021.
The tour is set to return to the 
Kalhaar Blues & Greens Golf 
Club in Ahmedabad after over 
three years with the staging 
of the Gujarat Open Golf 
Championship 2021 presented 
by Gujarat Tourism between 
February 16 – 19.
The PGTI adds a new venue to 
its schedule, the Glade One Golf 
Course in Ahmedabad, which 
will stage the Glade One Masters 
2021 from February 23 – 26 
with the Pro-Am scheduled to be 
held on February 27.
Both the events carry a prize 
purse of Rs. 30 lakh each.

DATE

Feb 16-19, 2021
Pro-Am: N/A

Feb 23-26, 2021
Pro-Am: Feb 27

TOURNAMENT

Gujarat Open Golf Championship 
2021 presented by Gujarat Tourism

Glade One Masters 2021

VENUE

Kalhaar Blues & 
Greens Golf Club, 
Ahmedabad

Glade One Golf 
Course, Ahmedabad

PRIZE MONEY

INR 30 Lacs

INR 30 Lacs

Glade One Golf Course

Kalhaar Blues & Greens Golf Club



Chikkarangappa S holds the record for 
the highest earnings by a rookie on the 
PGTI. The Bengaluru-based Chikka 

enjoyed an outstanding rookie season in 
2013 as he amassed season’s earnings of 
Rs. 32,65,313 while just 20 years of age. 
Chikka posted 10 top-10s including a win 
(CG Open) and a runner-up  nish during 
the year to claim a record second place on 
the PGTI Order of Merit. No other rookie 
has till date secured such a high ranking on 
the PGTI merit list.
Kshitij Naveed Kaul is second on the list of 
the highest-earning rookies. The Delhi-
based Kaul, while still just 19 years of age, 
took the 2019 PGTI season by storm with 
his eight top-10s including a win (Pune 
Open) and two runner-up  nishes to end up 
with season’s earnings of Rs. 29,65,420. He 
took sixth place on the PGTI’s money list 
in 2019.
Rashid Khan notched up 
eight top-10s including 
two runner-up  nishes 
as a 20-year-old in his 
rookie year on the 
PGTI in 2011 to end 
up with impressive 
season’s earnings of 
Rs. 27,13,800 and 
a fourth place  nish 
on the Order of Merit. 
He also won the co-
sanctioned Surya Nepal Masters during the 
season.
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ROOKIES WITH HIGHEST EARNINGS ON THE PGTI

Angad Cheema secured six 
top-10s including a win (Dialog 

Enterprise International) that 
saw him collect earnings of Rs. 

26,50,448 during his rookie season 
on the PGTI in 2013 while he was 23 

years old. He  nished third on the Order of 
Merit and second behind Chikkarangappa 

in the Emerging Player list.
Mithun Perera clinched ten top-10s including 
a win (Haryana Open) to register earnings 
of Rs. 24,01,799 during his rookie season 
on the PGTI in 2011. Perera, who was 24 
years of age at the time,  nished eighth on 
the Order of Merit and second behind Rashid 
Khan in the Emerging Player list.

Here’s a look at the rookies with the highest earnings on the PGTI:

THE BENGALURU-
BASED CHIKKA ENJOYED 

AN OUTSTANDING ROOKIE 
SEASON IN 2013 AS HE 

AMASSED SEASON’S EARNINGS 
OF RS. 32,65,313 WHILE JUST 

20 YEARS OF AGE. 

Chikkarangappa S - The record holder for the highest earnings by a rookie on the PGTI

S. No. Name Earnings Season

  1. Chikkarangappa S Rs. 32,65,313 2013

  2. Kshitij Naveed Kaul Rs. 29,65,420 2019

  3. Rashid Khan Rs. 27,13,800 2011

  4. Angad Cheema Rs. 26,50,448 2013

  5. Mithun Perera Rs. 24,01,799 2011



PGTI Stats 
2020
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Here’s a look at TATA Steel PGTI’s stats from the seven events played 
in 2020 (the season extends to 2021):

PGTI Order of 
Merit: 
Karandeep Kochhar 
leads with earnings of 
Rs. 35,91,430.

Most Wins: 
Karandeep Kochhar 
(TATA Steel PGTI Players 
Championship 2020 
Presented by Chandigarh 
Golf Club & Jeev Milkha 
Singh Invitational 2020 
presented by TAKE 
Sports)

2

Birdie Leaders

Rank Player Birdies
1. Veer Ahlawat 140

2. Viraj Madappa 127

3. Chikkarangappa S 126

3.  Aman Raj 126

Eagle Leaders

Rank Player Eagles

1. Khalin Joshi 9

2.  Mari Muthu 8

3.  Manu Gandas 7

Karandeep Kochhar leads the PGTI Order of Merit and has the most number of wins

Khalin Joshi is the Eagle Leader
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First Time Winners 

Aadil Bedi 
Bengal Open Golf Championship 2020

Most Top-10s: 

Veer Ahlawat
6

Lowest Round:
11-under-61 by SSP Chawrasia 
in Round 2 of TATA Steel Tour 
Championship 2020 at Beldih Golf Course 
(Preferred Lie)

10-under-62 by Sunit Chowrasia 
in Round 4 of TATA Steel PGTI Players 
Championship 2020 Presented by 
Chandigarh Golf Club

Avg. Cut Score: 

Lowest Cut Score:  
at TATA Steel Tour Championship 
2020

Biggest Winning Margin: 

5 shots by Akshay Sharma at TATA 
Steel PGTI Players Championship 
2020 Presented by Panchkula Golf 

Club

Avg. Winning Score: -18

+1

-1

Harshjeet Singh Sethie 
leads with earnings of Rs. 4,36,625.

PGTI Emerging Player:

Aadil Bedi was a First Time Winner who emerged 
triumphant in the Longest Running Playoff Veer Ahlawat is the Birdie Leader who also has the most Top-10s to his credit

Akshay Sharma equalled the PGTI record 
for the Lowest Winning Total and also 
registered the Biggest Winning Margin

SSP Chawrasia fired an astonishing 11-under-61 at the 
TATA Steel Tour Championship

Rookie Harshjeet Singh Sethie leads 
the Emerging Player List
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Chandigarh 
Golf Club: 
10-under-62 by 
Sunit Chowrasia 
at TATA Steel 
PGTI Players 
Championship 
2020 Presented by 
Chandigarh Golf 
Club.

Most consecutive 
wins: 
Udayan Mane matched 
Ashok Kumar’s record of 
three consecutive wins 
on the PGTI. Udayan 
achieved the feat when he 
won the TATA Steel Tour 
Championship 2019, Vooty 
& Haldi Presents Golconda 
Masters Golf Championship 
2020 Powered by Telangana 
Tourism and TATA Steel 

PGTI Records:
PGTI Players Championship 
2020 Presented by Eagleton 
The Golf Resort. Ashok 
Kumar had won three 
consecutive events in 
PGTI’s inaugural 2006-07 
season. Ashok had won 
the IndianOil XtraPremium 
Masters, Solaris Global 
Green Open Golf and SRF 
All India Professional Golf 
Matchplay Championship, 
between February and 
March in 2007.

Playoff s

1 TATA Steel PGTI Players 
Championship 2020 Presented by 
Eagleton The Golf Resort – 

Udayan Mane beat Veer Ahlawat on 
the 2nd hole

2 Bengal Open Golf 
Championship 2020 – 
Aadil Bedi beat Udayan Mane on 

the 6th hole

3 Jeev Milkha Singh Invitational 
2020 presented by TAKE 
Sports – Karandeep Kochhar 

beat Anirban Lahiri on the 3rd hole.

Lowest Winning 
Total: 
Akshay Sharma’s 
24-under-264 at the 
TATA Steel PGTI Players 
Championship 2020 
Presented by Panchkula 
Golf Club equalled the 
record for the lowest 
winning total on the 
PGTI. Akshay now shares 
the record with Anirban 
Lahiri (PGTI Players 
Championship, Aamby 
Valley 2010) and Rashid 
Khan (City Bank American 
Express Chittagong Open 
2019). 

Longest-Running 
Playoff : 

The record for the longest-
running playoff  on the PGTI 
was set during the Bengal 
Open Golf Championship 
2020 when Aadil Bedi 
defeated Udayan Mane 
on the sixth playoff  hole. 
The previous record for the 
longest playoff  was four 
extra holes.

Hole-in-One: 
By Abhishek Kuhar
at Vooty & Haldi Presents Golconda 
Masters Golf Championship 2020 
Powered by Telangana Tourism 

Course Record:

1

Udayan Mane matched the PGTI record for most consecutive wins

Sunit Chowrasia set a new course record of 
10-under-62 at the Chandigarh Golf Club

Abhishek Kuhar made the only 
Hole-in-One in 2020
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