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ROARING 50’s

EDITOR’S  
LETTER

Championship held at Muirfi eld Golfl inks in 
Scotland. He made history then too as it was 
the fi rst time when anyone had won both the 
Scottish Open and The Open Championship in 
the same year.
Phil Mickelson with his latest win has given 
hope to the aspirations of those over 50!
Back home, we, it seems are coming out of the 
dire straits as the pandemic is fi nally abating. 

But the same has come at 
a price as this time over 
not a single household 
has been spared. A 
number of us have lost a 
near and dear one to 
Covid19. While it seems 
that the worse is over we 
must be prepared for the 
third wave as predicted. 
While most of us by now 

would have received 2nd dose of the vaccine, 
we must ensure the same for all those we know 
including the caddies and the staff at the golf 
course you frequent, after all it is said that a 
Golf course is a Golfers second home!
Happy Golfi ng, Stay safe!

Editor-in-Chief
editor@golfplusmonthly.com

P
hil Mickelson made history as he 
became the oldest winner of a Major at 
50. Kiawah Island Golf Course in South 
Carolina witnessed a battle of nerves as 
Mickelson belied his age holding on to 

the 54-hole lead at the PGA Championship. He 
pulled of an epic win in front of a roaring 
gallery defeating Brooks Koepka and Louis 
Oosthuizen, not buckling under youthful 
pressure his 
determination forcing 
his fi nal competitors 
into costly errors. 
While his mastery of 
the short game came in 
handy it was his belief 
that brought him to the 
podium.
Glory did not come 
easy, as it never does. 
His fi rst Major Championship title came in 
2004 after a long thirteen years on the PGA 
Tour. He had a number of setback, losing a long 
term contract with Titleist in the same year for 
being indiscreet for his love for Callaway. 
Mickelson has had two sports hernia surgeries, 
he has gotten in and out of trouble with law for 
insider trading and had also supposedly run up 
a gambling debt! He also suffered a title 
drought between 1999 and 2003 wherein he 
was often referred to as the best player never to 
win a major.
His fi fth Major title came in 2013 at the Open 

https://www.golfplusmonthly.com/
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GOLF 
DESTINATION 
QUIZ

TOP 5 WINNERS:
1.  Maj Gen S Bindra  2.  Hassanali Bulsara
3.  Supriya Kodikal   4.  Shailendra Kumar Hajela
5.  Lavanya

   G o l f P l u s     J U N E   2 0 2 1    9 

TOTAL AWARENESS : 2 1 1 1 5 3
TOTAL NO. OF PARTICIPANTS : 829

NO. OF PARTICIPANTS WHO GOT 100% SCORE : 1 14
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There is a lot of talk about ‘divine 
love’ everywhere. The assumption 
is that love is a quality that needs 
to be imported from Heaven.
People either profess to love God 

or believe God loves them. I am often told, 
very emphatically, by people, “God loves 
us.” I tell them, “The way you’re made, 

only God can love you. He has to love the 
mistakes he’s made!”  
Every human being is capable of love, but 
has crippled himself with all kinds of stupid 
belief systems, opinions, philosophies, and 
ideologies -- everything except life. If you 
are life, it is very natural to love. You don’t 
need any teaching. You don’t need any 

scripture. You don’t need any God looking 
down upon you. 
We don’t know if there is love in Heaven, 
but we defi nitely know that human beings 
are capable of it. If you haven’t found a 
human being who loves you, I recommend a 
dog. Human beings can sometimes be fi ckle, 
but a dog is a 12-year guaranteed love affair! 

LOVE IS A HUMAN EMOTION
RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY 
AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

Every 
human being 

is capable of love, 
but has crippled 

himself with all kinds of 
stupid belief systems, 

opinions, philosophies, 
and ideologies -- 
everything except 

life.



   G o l f P l u s     J U N E   2 0 2 1    11

Feature

deceive ourselves by believing this is love.
So, what is love? Love is a human emotion. 
It means that on an emotional plane, you 
are longing to become one with something. 
It is a natural desire. Whether you desire 
food or sex or love or God or heaven, it is a 
desire. The fundamental desire is to expand 
and include something else as a part of 
yourself. This longing to become one with 
something is happening on all levels. If it 
fi nds expression in a very basic physical 
way, we call this either hunger or sexuality. 
If the longing to become one fi nds mental 
expression, this is generally labeled greed 
or ambition. When it fi nds emotional 
expression, it gets labeled as love.
A certain part of the human being is 
emotion; this cannot be denied. A certain 
amount of your life energies are allotted 
to your emotion. You have to expend that. 
Otherwise it will sit in your belly like a 
stone.
Yoga means ‘to become one’. So, in a 
small way, when you seek love, you are 
attempting yoga, using the path of emotion. 
Most religions cranked this up to the next 
level and called it ‘devotion’. What you 
call devotion is essentially unreasonable 
emotion. Logically, it seems absurd. But for 
the person going through it, it’s a fantastic 
experience – just like a love affair. 
Now, if your physical body becomes very 
pleasant, generally we call this health 
and pleasure. If your mind becomes very 
pleasant, we call this peace and joy. If 
your emotions become very pleasant, we 
call this love and compassion. If your life 
energies become very pleasant, we call this 
blissfulness and ecstasy. So what you are 
referring to as love is a certain moment of 
inner pleasantness. 
You believe that somebody is the cause 
of the pleasantness within you. Somebody 
may be a trigger or stimulus or inspiration, 
but they can never be an end in themselves. 
They cannot take you to the goal because 
love is endless longing. It will never take 
you to the oneness you are seeking. You 
may believe at many moments that you are 
one with your beloved, but it isn’t so. 
Love is possible only when there are no 
needs within you. If love is true, it will 
happen without an object. Whether it is a 

We need to keep our love for this planet; 
here is where it’s needed. Two thousand 
years ago, when Jesus said, ‘Love thy 
neighbour’, he meant accepting whoever is 
beside you at this very moment, accepting 
them fully. Everyone can love God because 
He’s not even around! Besides, if God is 
an embodiment of love, why would He 
need your love? Leave God alone. Let Him 
do His job; you do yours. But people are 
communicating with Krishna, Rama, Jesus, 
without even being on talking terms with 
their neighbours!
What most people call love is just a mutual 
benefi t scheme. You have your needs to 
fulfi ll, so you made an arrangement with 
somebody: ‘you give me this, I’ll give 
you that’. You have physical, emotional, 
psychological, social, economic needs, and 
so many others. To fulfi ll all these you have 
formed various relationships. But tomorrow 
if you withdraw from your part of the deal, 
the other person will do the same. 
That’s the reason why relationships are 
always on the edge. This is simply because 
two people are trying to extract happiness, 
or life, from each other. As long as you 
are trying to fulfi ll your needs through 
somebody, this struggle will go on. There is 
no possibility of knowing love when there 
are needs to be fulfi lled. 
All your relationships have sprung from 
your needs. There’s nothing right or wrong 
about that. But don’t sanctify them or make 
them ugly by applying your morals to 
them. Let’s not gold-plate our limitations, 
and turn our shackles into ornaments. It’s 
all right to make arrangements, but let’s not 

man or woman, ant or elephant or tree, is 
irrelevant; everything that you behold, you 
feel a certain pleasantness towards it. That 
is love. This is an intelligent way to exist. 
Once you know that pleasantness within 
you every moment of your life, you can fall 
in love with everything.
Most people seek love because they have 
still not reached the point where they are 
simply at ease by themselves -- with life 
itself. Because they are unable to totally 
relax with the million manifestations of 
life around them, they seek it with at least 
one person. The idea of forming the unit of 
family and larger identities of community 
and nation is for the same reason: simply 
to create a space where you can lay your 
defense mechanisms down for a while. 
Love is self-annihilation. It essentially 
means someone else has become far more 
important than yourself. That is why we 
talk of ‘falling’ in love. If not the whole of 
you, at least a part of you should collapse, 
should die. If this doesn’t happen, there is 
no love, only calculation. When there is 
no love, people are rigid. Suddenly when 
they fall in love, they’re willing to bend and 
twist themselves any which way; this can 
be a fantastic spiritual process because it 
means you are becoming fl exible. 
When we say Shiva is a destroyer, we 
are saying he is a compulsive lover. Any 
genuine love affair must destroy you; 
otherwise it’s not a love affair. When I 
say ‘destroy’, it doesn’t mean he destroys 
your home or your business. What you 
call ‘myself’ -- your rigid personality -- is 
destroyed in the process of loving. That is 
self-annihilation.
If you become aware of the life process as 
it’s happening now, you become totally at 
ease with everything around you. And you 
will see that every cell in this body is in 
constant communication with everything 
in existence. A single cell cannot exist for 
a moment without this communication. 
If this awareness becomes a living reality 
for you, we don’t have to teach you love 
or compassion. When you are aware that 
everything is a part of you, no teaching 
is necessary. Now you don’t need to build 
a bond with one person to reach this state of 
total ease. You simply do it with life itself.

Two thousand 
years ago, when 

Jesus said, ‘Love thy 
neighbour’, he meant 
accepting whoever is 

beside you at this very 
moment, accepting 

them fully.

Love is self-annihilation. It essentially means someone else has become 
far more important than yourself. That is why we talk of ‘falling’ in love. If 
not the whole of you, at least a part of you should collapse, should die.



Readers would recognize the title 
of this column as a play on the 
words of Victor Hugo “Forty is 
the old age of youth, fi fty is the 
youth of old age”.

The fact that Phil at 51, wrapped his hands 
around the Wannamaker Trophy, beating 
rivals, decades younger than him, is not lost 
on the likes of us, middle aged, Joe golfers.
Remember Jean van de Velde’s meltdown at 
the 1999 Open Championship at Carnoustie? 
Leading by 3 on the 18th tee, the world saw, 
with bated breath, de Velde’s antics in the 
Barry Burn, to get into a play off and lose to 
Paul Lawrie. 
At Kiawah Island, S.C, Phil held his nerve 
for a safe tee shot and a 9 iron to the green 
and win by 2 from Koepka & Oosthuizen and 
create history, as the oldest to win a Major.
And it’s not just the Golfers! He joins a 
legion of athletes who continue to prove that 
age is just a number.

In cricket crazy India, M.S.Dhoni at 40, Imran 
Tahir at 43, Wasim Jaffer at 40+, the highest 
run scorer in Ranji Trophy, 18 time Grand 
Slam tennis champion, Leander Paes at 48, 
38 year olds, boxer, Mary Kom & cricketer, 
Mithali Raj & paddler Sharat Kamal at 39, 
chess Grand Master, Vishwanathan Anand 
at 51 are all, still competing. I have always 
been overawed by the likes of footballers 
Peter Shilton (kept goal for England at 41), 
Dino Zoff (kept goal for Italy at 40) and 
Teddy Sheringham (played EPL at 42), who 
pushed the bar in a very demanding sport, 
playing against young pups.

BEAT THE BLUES
This win of Phil’s resounds across the world. 
I personally think that this win of his is 
greater than Tiger’s, come back roar, at The 
Masters in 2020 at age 43. For one reason, 
that it was unfortunate that a sublime lefty 
like Phil, always played under the shadow 

of Tiger, never being able to showcase his 
immense talents.
At the post win interview, he said “…
one of the moments I’ll cherish my entire 
life. I don’t know how to describe the 
feeling of excitement and fulfi llment and 
accomplishment to do something when very 
few people thought that I could. My desire to 
play still remains and ……that my belief that 
I could do it, inspired me to work harder.”
In a world, devastated and turned upside 
down by the pandemic, every one of us, 
champions included, need inspiration, 
support, encouragement, and protection. 
Take the case of 23-year-old Naomi Osaka, 
who pulled out of the French Open, citing her 
struggle with depression. The great Martina 
Navratilova said “I am so sad for Osaka. 
As athletes, we are taught to take care of 
body and perhaps the mental and emotional 
aspects get short shrift”.
Now cut to middle aged men and women, 
great performers in their own spheres of 
life, suddenly confronted with the blues, 
dissatisfi ed with life, oftentimes even 
ashamed of it. Perhaps it’s that chemical 
in the brain that gets triggered asking us to 
relive the youth and not knowing how to, that 
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Ishwar Achanta
Hon. Treasurer & Chairman - International Relations 
Committee of the Indian Golf Union,
Director- Asia Pacifi c Golf Confederation
Admin Committee Member – International Golf Federation

FIFTY, THE YOUTH 
OF OLD AGE

Van de Velde



causes this deep sense of underachievement 
and irrational thoughts.
As a 55-year-old, perhaps, I am no 
different than zillions around the planet. A 
psychologist recently told me, “Consider 
yourself in transition”. 
I read a survey in The Guardian Newspaper 
that concluded that we are at our most 
miserable between the ages of 50 and 54 and 
that happiness does not come round again 
until you are aged 65-79.
For sure, I am not hanging about till I get 
to 65 to rediscover happiness and like many 
others, inspired by Phil’s win, I have begun 
preparing both my body and mind to get 
back on to the course, with renewed vigor 
and set goals, which include uber fi tness and 
perhaps, being able to don India colors, in 
the senior’s category.

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY
So, do not let anyone tell you Golf is an 
old man’s game. To win, one needs lots of 
chutzpah, as the players on the Senior Tour 
show, each of them, a great name in his youth. 
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My desire 
to play still 

remains and 
……that my 
belief that 
I could do 
it, inspired 
me to work 

harder.”

Phil Mickehlson

Bernhard Langer
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The 2020 Leaderboard shows Bernard 
Langer leading with earnings of USD 1.825 
Million and number 78 having earned USD 
101,464, enough cash to make a decent 
living. 
Does Phil, who has talked about playing the 
Seniors Tour, need to join this bandwagon?

I think not for the time being, with this PGA 
Championship win, where he picked up a 
cool USD 2.16 Million, winners’ cheque, he 
has shown the world he still has lots left and 
can show the likes of DeChambeau, Dustin, 
Justin, Rose and others, that he can still fl y it 
302 yards with the big stick, 7 yards longer 
than the PGA tour average!

PHIL, THE GENT
At the 2013 Open Championship at 
Muirfi eld, on Day 3, I was assigned to Phil 
Mickelson & Justin Leonard. This was a 
round where I had nothing to do but just 
walk and observe the two gents play decent 
golf, a no frills, no fuss round of golf. 
Leonard’s 74 and Phil’s 72 were ordinary, 
but both were thorough gents. There was a 
large crowd following us and Phil was very 
gracious in acknowledging the cheers for 
every shot of his. He has this nice smile and 
a nod and the fact that he went on to shoot a 
66 on the fi nal day and win The Open, was 
an icing on the cake for me. Shaking hands 
with him, was an honor.

THANK YOU, PHIL
Well done, Phil, you have given hope to so 
many of us. We are inspired to get sharper 
with our minds, swing better with the Club 
and make the most of life’s opportunities. 
Thank you, Phil.,

And fi nally, this old adage, is closer home 
than we think “Getting older has some 
benefi ts... Call it a “senior moment” and you 
can get away with pretty much anything!

We are 
inspired to get 
sharper with 
our minds, 

swing better 
with the Club 
and make the 
most of life’s 

opportunities. 
Thank you, 

Phil.
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As part of its commitment to delivering 
a sustainable future for golf The 
R&A has launched an innovative 

new agronomy service in Asia-Pacifi c. 
Based in Singapore, The R&A Sustainable 
Agronomy Service will provide agronomy 
expertise to golf facilities to support effective 
management of courses and achieving best 
practice in sustainability. 
The R&A’s sustainability agenda is focused on 
ensuring that golf facilities around the world 
are taking action now to maintain and enhance 
the playability of golf courses as the industry 
faces the challenges of resource reduction, 
climate change and regulatory changes.
Martin Slumbers, Chief Executive of The 
R&A, said, “The R&A Sustainable Agronomy 
Service strengthens our commitment to 
sustainability by offering the in-depth 
knowledge and experience of our agronomists 
to golf facilities throughout Asia-Pacifi c. 

THE R&A LAUNCHES 
SUSTAINABLE 
AGRONOMY SERVICE 
IN ASIA-PACIFIC

“Sustainability is a key priority for golf 
and The R&A is a strong advocate for 
sustainability across nature, communities 
and resource management. We must work 
diligently to create golf course environments 
that enable them to thrive for future golfers 
to enjoy.” 
The R&A’s agronomists have extensive 
knowledge and experience of providing 
agronomic support to 28 world class golf 
championships run by The R&A each year, 

The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews has 
announced that Peter Forster will serve as Captain in 
2021/22. 

Mr Forster has been nominated by the Past Captains of the Club 
and will begin his year in offi ce with the traditional Driving-
in ceremony on the fi rst tee of the Old Course on Friday, 24 
September 2021.

Mr Forster became a member of The Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club in 1972. He was elected to the Club Committee from 1999 
to 2003 and became its Chairman from 2001 to 2003. He was 
appointed as a Trustee of St Andrews Links Trust from 2004 to 
2013 and served as its Chairman from 2009 to 2013. In 2020, he 
was elected Chairman of the Inter-Clubs Liaison Committee in 
St Andrews.   

Mr Forster is also a member of The Ten Golf Club of St Andrews, 
Scotscraig Golf Club and the Seniors Golfi ng Society. He is 
Chief Locust of the Locust Golf Society which was founded in 
1964 by four members of The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of 
St Andrews. He is a member of the North East Fife Rotary Club 
and was made a Paul Harris Fellow in 2019.

PETER FORSTER ANNOUNCED AS CAPTAIN FOR 2021/22

including The Open and the AIG Women’s 
Open.  
Chris Gray, Head of Sustainability and 
Agronomy – Asia Pacifi c for The R&A, said, 
“Turf presentation and playing conditions are 
integral to the success of any facility. Our 
service in the Asia-Pacifi c region provides the 
tools and guidance to maintain and optimise 
year-round course playability through the 
most effi cient and sustainable agronomic 
methods.

16 G o l f
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The R&A will celebrate the life of the great 
Severiano Ballesteros with a trio of unique 
tributes to the three-time Champion Golfer 

on the 10-year anniversary of his passing.
Seve, one of the greatest sportsmen of his 
generation, passed away on 7 May 2011 aged 
just 54, following a battle with cancer having 
been diagnosed with a brain tumour two years 
earlier. 
The tributes include the production of a feature-
length documentary fi lm, the publication of 
a stunning photobook by renowned sports 
photographer David Cannon and an 18-month 
exhibition at the British Golf Museum in St 
Andrews, the Home of Golf.
Martin Slumbers, Chief Executive of The R&A, 
said, “Seve always was the supreme showman 
and he played a huge part in deepening my love 
of golf. I hope that fans will truly enjoy these 
wonderful tributes that tell the story of this 
charismatic, fl amboyant and inspirational golfer 
who is without doubt one of the greatest of all 
time. 
“As we approach a special milestone in the 
history of The Open and refl ect back over its 
many unique moments, Seve’s iconic and joyful 
celebration after holing the putt on the 18th 
green at St Andrews in 1984 is one memory 
that always sticks out in my mind. Sadly, he was 

10 YEARS ON: 
THE R&A 
CELEBRATES THE 
LIFE OF SEVE 
BALLESTEROS 

taken from us too young and we must settle for 
the memories. But what glorious memories they 
are.” 
The R&A is working with ZigZag Productions, 
Egoli Media and North Ridge Films to create 
‘Seve’, a documentary fi lm which will premiere 
in autumn of this year. 
The landmark documentary will feature 
contributions from his family, including his 
children Javier, Miguel and Carmen Ballesteros, 
and fellow sporting heroes, including close 
friend José María Olazábal, Sir Nick Faldo, 
Gary Player and Colin Montgomerie.
Javier Ballesteros, Seve’s son, said, “My 
dad considered his winning moment at St 
Andrews the crowning achievement of a very 
special sporting career fi lled with tour wins, 
Major Championship victories and Ryder Cup 
triumphs, which makes it very fi tting that we 
have been able to work with The R&A on these 
special tributes. 

The R&A has announced that a revised 
pre-qualifying format will be used for 
the AIG Women’s Open at Carnoustie, 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Select events on the Ladies’ European Tour 
Access Series and Rose Ladies Series have 
been awarded a minimum of six places into 
Final Qualifying, for those not otherwise 
exempt.  
The Santander Golf Tour Zaragoza on the 

LET Access Series will provide a pathway 
for players to earn passage to the next stage 
of qualifying when it is played from 22-24 
July at Real Club De Golf La Penaza. 
The Rose Ladies Series event at JCB Golf 
& Country Club on 5 August will also give 
players an opportunity, with the fi eld size 
increasing to accommodate amateur entries 
from players with a handicap of 0.4 or better. 
These exemptions will replace the traditional 

AIG Women’s Open pre-qualifying event, 
which was due to take place at Sandy Lodge 
on Monday 12 July. 
Zoe Ridgway, Tournament Director – AIG 
Women’s Open at The R&A, said, “Pre-
Qualifying for the AIG Women’s Open always 
attracts a strong international fi eld and due to 
the ongoing uncertainty regarding international 
travel, we want to maintain a pathway into 
Final Qualifying for these players.

REVISED FORMAT IMPLEMENTED FOR AIG WOMEN’S OPEN 
PRE-QUALIFYING 

“For me, Miguel and Carmen, he was an even 
better father than he was a golfer which tells 
you everything about him as a man.  We would 
like to thank our dad’s fans for all the passionate 
and continuous support throughout the years.  It 
means so much to all of us that his legend lives 
on.”    
The R&A and the European Tour have also 
supported the publication of a stunning new book 
“Seve: His Life through the Lens” which has 
been compiled by renowned sports photographer 
David Cannon of Getty Images and published by 
Vision Sports Publishing. 
An exhibition celebrating the life of Seve will 
launch when the British Golf Museum in St 
Andrews is re-opened after refurbishment later 
this year. It will run for 18 months and visitors to 
the Home of Golf will enjoy a unique collection 
dedicated to his greatest achievements in golf, 
including winning The Open on three occasions 
in 1979, 1984 and 1988. 



ho doesn’t like Tommy 
Fleetwood? He possesses the 
longish hair of a rock star but 
the personality of a humble 
family man. He seems to have 

his priorities in order, doesn’t take himself so 
seriously that he loses touch with his fans, and 
plays golf at a world-class level but with an 
ultra-cool vibe.
Not even holes-in-one phase him; witness 
his laid-back reaction at the World Golf 
Championships-Dell Technologies Match Play, 
when he all but shrugged after an ace during his 
Round of 16 win.
“That’s the coolest hole-in-one I’ve ever seen,” 
said the television broadcaster describing the 
highlight.
Sure, during the Ryder Cup competition later 
this year in the United States, the Englishman 
won’t be a cheering favourite since he’ll 
represent the European team. Given that 
he and Italian partner Francesco Molinari 
were unbeatable at the 2018 Ryder Cup will 
make him even more of a target this time on 
unfriendly soil for him.
Really, though, no one actually enjoys rooting 
against Tommy Fleetwood. He’s the cool dude 
you like hanging out with. He always has a 

smile on his face and you know you’ll have 
one, too, just being in his presence. C’mon, it’s 
Tommy Fleetwood! You know you’ll have a 
good time.
And yet, because we want him to succeed, it’s 
tough not feeling a bit impatient with him at the 
moment.
Although he’s been a top-20 player in the world 
since 2017, he’s yet to win on the PGA TOUR. 
He’s 0-for-69 in that span (and 0-for-81 in his 
career on the PGA TOUR). He’s knocked on the 
door a handful of times, including a runner-up 
fi nish to Brooks Koepka at the 2018 U.S. Open. 
But still, through early May of 2021, he remains 
shut out of the winner’s circle on American soil.
“I think anybody would be lying if they said 
winning over here is not like the next step for 
me,” Fleetwood said recently. “Yeah, I haven’t 
done it. … In the grand scheme of things, like 
winning in America is something that I need 
to do and I’ve had chances and sometimes 
somebody’s played better than me and there’s 
some times where I’ve hit the wrong shot at the 
wrong time. It is what it is.”
Speaking of major performances, he’s also been 
shut out there, of course. He’s made 22 starts 
in majors through the 2021 Masters, with three 
top-5 fi nishes. 

FLEETWOOD 
IN SEARCH OF 
CAREER-ALTERING 
VICTORY

Yes, he does have fi ve wins on his native 
European Tour, but even that doesn’t negate 
his current drought. His most recent win was 
the Nedbank Golf Challenge in South Africa in 
2019. Since then, he’s made 30 worldwide starts 
(through the 2021 Wells Fargo Championship 
on the PGA TOUR) without a win of any sorts.
In January, he turned 30 years old. So while 
he still possesses that young hipster charm, he 
has now reached the middle-age portion of his 
professional career. He knows it’s time to take 
the next step.
Looking back at 2020, Fleetwood bemoaned 
his failure to convert opportunities at The 
Honda Classic on the PGA TOUR, as well as 
tournaments in Portugal and Scotland on the 
European Tour, into victories. He admitted 
during a post-year review of his play that he 
left shots out there that could’ve made the 
difference.
“It was a disappointing year on the golf course,” 
Fleetwood wrote on his website. “There’s no 
other way to say it. There’re certain things I 
have struggled with, but on the positive side I 
know what I need to work on and it’s nothing 
dramatic. I’m looking to make marginal gains 
that will mean I can play at my best more 
regularly and convert more victories.”

by Mike McAllister
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and if I keep doing it for the right things, keep 
improving bit by bit then hopefully that’s just a 
natural progress and I win a major.”
Although he registered his second ace of 
the year at the Masters in April, he was not 
in contention, fi nishing T-46. But Augusta 
National has never served him well, as he’s 
failed to produce a top-15 fi nish in fi ve career 
starts there.
The PGA Championship has been even less 
kind, with last year’s T-29 his best result in six 
tries. But perhaps the Ocean Course will be to 
his liking. Nine years ago when it last hosted a 

major, Rory McIlroy won by eight strokes at 13 
under. Fleetwood was still two years away from 
playing in his fi rst major.
He likes that the majors are played on generally 
tougher courses, and he’s hoping Kiawah Island 
will be a diffi cult test.
“I think there’s plenty of demanding golf 
courses on tour, and I think the standard of golf 
these days and the amount of players that are 
playing at such a high standard, so you get to 
these hard golf courses and you still have to 
shoot a score,” he said, “but you get to the ones 
that are scorable and you have to go so, so low. 
I don’t know. I enjoy the challenges the major 
championships bring.”
The challenge for him – like any top golfer 
seeking to reach the next level – is to win one 
of those events. Long hair, a great personality, 
a fun-loving attitude – that’s all good. But 
performances in golf’s biggest events are the 
defi ning moments for a player and his career.
“There’s been a lot of great golfers in the 
history of the game who haven’t won a major,” 
Fleetwood said. “I’m not going to say that I 
don’t care because I really do, but you know, 
you have to keep things in perspective, and it’s 
not always a given.
“But I’ll defi nitely be trying my hardest.” 

Perhaps even Fleetwood is becoming a bit 
impatient. The good thing is, he’s not losing 
hope. He remains confi dent that he will 
eventually return into the winner’s circle.
But it’s not simply a matter of when but at what 
tournaments. He’s an elite player, and he knows 
that to maintain his status and to enhance his 
reputation, he must win the big events. That 
means focusing most of his attention on the 
majors, starting with the PGA Championship 
in mid-May on the Ocean Course at Kiawah 
Island.
“Majors are your career-changers,” Fleetwood 
said. “And I think this year, I have planned the 
schedule a little bit more around the majors than 
in the last couple of years, so I’m going to try 
and prepare them in what I feel is the best way 
possible for me and then back myself to play 
well in those tournaments.
“But those, without question, are your career-
defi ning tournaments; I guess that’s something 
everybody always looks at.
“Yeah, I’ve had a couple of seconds, another 
top fi ve. I’ve been in contention a few times 
after two rounds or three rounds, and I think 
what I want to keep doing is again, goes back to 
the word consistency, keep being up there and 
keep putting myself up there and playing well, 
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It was a disappointing year 
on the golf course, There’s 

no other way to say it. 
There’re certain things I 
have struggled with, but 

on the positive side I know 
what I need to work on and 

it’s nothing dramatic. 
- Fleetwood



Examining the why and how of golf’s notorious pre-shot routine

olf. It is the ultimate individual 
game. That applies not only to 
those who are holding the clubs, 
but to those who are in possession 

of the clicker – the golf viewer.
He or she is the fan, the one who determines – 
at least in his or her mind – what is OK, what 
isn’t, what excites them, or what is infuriating. 
Individual preference is always in play.
Given the passion they have for the game, 
it’s no surprise that nothing escapes the fans’ 

view – and that can be good or bad for the 
professionals who are in the spotlight. You 
want to embrace your routine because that’s 
been taught since you were a junior, well, 
that’s OK. Just be on notice that if you’re 
going to crouch, then walk into the ball, back 
off, rock back and forth, crouch some more, 
then walk back into the ball, well, beware. 
Fans may judge Keegan Bradley harshly for 
having a pre-shot routine that gets them dizzy.
Or they may think it’s kind of cool. Remember, 

it’s an individual taste.
But while we’re at Bradley’s pre-shot routine, 
how does his original coach and closest 
confi dant explain it?
“The best answer to that is to say, he doesn’t 
do this when he’s out with the boys having 
fun,” laughed Mark Bradley, Keegan’s father 
and a longtime club professional. “But I think 
it stems from Dr. Bob Rotella (a heralded 
sports psychologist), who always said, ‘Never 
hit until you’re ready to go.’

HEY, PGA TOUR PRO, 
WHY DO YOU DO THAT?

by Jim McCabe
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“And I offer that with the greatest respect 
for Dr. Rotella.”
It was Mark Bradley’s way of saying that fans 
need to excuse the professionals their quirky 
idiosyncrasies because the pre-shot routine is 
crucial to getting a player prepared for a shot 
that often times far more meaningful than 
most of us appreciate.
That means if Keegan Bradley walks into 
his shot, then backs off, then walks in again, 
before you criticize, consider the pressure he 
carries with him.
Oh, and if Kevin Sutherland refuses to prepare 
for his next shot without his towel, well, all the 
power to him.
“It started in junior golf and continued on the 
minitours,” said Sutherland, a longtime PGA 
TOUR member who plays now on the PGA 
TOUR Champions. “You never had caddies 
then, so you had to carry your own towel. 
When I got to the PGA TOUR (in 1996), I 
decided, ‘Why should I have to change?’ ”
So inseparable were Sutherland and his towel 
that years ago, caddie John Wood understood 
the fi rst job he had. “(Kevin) would head to 
the green and you’d hand him the putter and 
the towel. It was a set. Never one without the 
other.”

As pre-shot routines went, Sutherland wiping 
down the club grip with the towel stood in 
contrast to David Toms, who would always 
stand behind his ball to visualize his next shot, 
then lick his pinkie with his tongue before 
stepping into to play.
It was, said Toms, that sort of ignition switch 
that told him to go.
Sort of like Phil Mickelson and the iconic club 
twirl. Yeah, we know. All the kids do club 
twirls now – Justin Thomas, we’re looking at 
you! – but Lefty has the trademark.
Whether it began consciously or 
subconsciously, Mickelson has never said, 
but clearly, he appreciates how cool it looks – 
and it must look cool because look how many 
players mimic it.
Keegan Bradley, for instance.
The step-in, step-out routine that gets him 
ready to play is Bradley’s own. But twirling 
the club several time before he fi res? “That 
comes from Phil,” said Mark Bradley. “When 
he was young, he saw Phil do it and he idolized 
Phil, so naturally he was going to do it, too.”
Bradley’s other idols as a kid? Freddie Couples 
and Tiger Woods, both of whom had their own 
nuances before pulling the trigger.
Woods always had a small stripe of tape on 

the middle fi nger of his right hand to remind 
him to grip the club correctly. Couples would 
always crane his neck, take a deep breath, 
then slowly let the air out. Another pre-shot 
routine involved his choice of golf ball, which 
required him to discard anything with the 
number 4.
Why? “Because I hit one out of bounds once,” 
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Sort of like Phil 
Mickelson and the 
iconic club twirl. 
Yeah, we know. All 
the kids do club twirls 
now - Justin Thomas, 
we’re looking at you! 
- but Lefty has the 
trademark.
Whether it began 
consciously or 
subconsciously, 
Mickelson has never 
said, but clearly, he 
appreciates how cool 
it looks – and it must 
look cool because 
look how many 
players mimic it.

Phil Mickelson



said Couples.
That sounds eerily like Tommy Armour III, 
who had a logical explanation for never 
playing a competitive round without an 
umbrella in his bag – even if it was Palm 
Springs with zero percent chance of rain.
Why? “Because I got caught on the golf course 
without an umbrella once and swore it would 
never happen again.”
Perhaps those are more superstitions than pre-
shot routines, but much of it is fi led under the 
same heading: How a player approaches his 
day at the offi ce.
Justin Rose stands behind his ball, positions 
the club so that the shaft is near parallel to the 
ground, then envisions the shot traveling in 
that direction. Aaron Baddeley closes his eyes 
before taking his putting stroke. Jason Duffer 
waggles his club face over the ball before 
liftoff.
For Mickelson, a watch is part of his uniform. 
He never plays without it. “I feel like I always 
need to know what time it is for my preparation 
and I don’t want to keep asking people.”
On a lengthy list of all the aspects of Woods’ 
game that should be admired, very near the top 
should be his pre-shot routine on the greens. 
He once boasted that you could set a clock 

by it – “17 seconds,” he told a reporter – and, 
sure enough, he was timed that day and sure 
enough, he stood over the putt on average 17 
seconds.
“A good putting stroke requires smooth 
rhythm and a steady, repeating pace,” Woods 
wrote in his book, “How I Play Golf.”
Many players subscribed to that philosophy, 
only the “repeating pace” looked different for 
Jim Furyk, perhaps. That’s because his routine 
on the green called for him to stand over his 
putt, let caddie Mike Cowan line him up, then 
when Furyk would step out, Cowan would 
step aside. Only then did Furyk step back in 
and pull the blade back.
Frustrating to watch, perhaps, but it did the 
trick – Furyk was able to repeat his putting 
streak in such positive ways he won 17 times 
on the PGA TOUR, including a U.S. Open.
Would Furyk have taught his pre-putt routine 
to another young golfer? Perhaps not. Then 
again, he wouldn’t have taught his home-
grown swing anyone else, either.
But he would always encourage a young 
golfer to settle into his or her own routine with 
a personal embrace. Be it the club twirl; or the 
step-in, step-out; or the trusty towel; or, yes, 
even licking your pinkie.

“It’s something I’ve done since college,” Toms 
once told reporters. He conceded it might have 
looked silly, but in no way was he going to 
stop doing it.
“It acts as a mental trigger for me to get into 
the shot and focus. Having a pre-shot routine 
really means a lot.”

“The best answer 
to that is to say, 
he doesn’t do this 
when he’s out with 
the boys having 
fun,” laughed Mark 
Bradley, Keegan’s 
father and a 
longtime club 
professional. “But I 
think it stems from 
Dr. Bob Rotella (a 
heralded sports 
psychologist), who 
always said, ‘Never 
hit until you’re 
ready to go.’
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THE SUPER SEASON CONTINUES.
FOLLOW THE ACTION ON THE PGA TOUR APP, AT PGATOUR.COM, OR



As K.H. Lee stood over a critical 15-
foot par putt on the 16th hole at the 
AT&T Byron Nelson, a ferocious 

lightning strike nearby jolted him out of 
position and left him looking upward toward 
the sky. The horn would sound soon after, 
meaning a rain-soaked Lee would have to 
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Jason Kokrak played in 233 PGA 
TOUR events before getting his 
fi rst victory. The big hitter didn’t 

have to wait nearly as long to win again, 
and overcame a local favorite to do it at 
Colonial.
Kokrak shot an even-par 70 in a fi nal-
group showdown Sunday with resurgent 
Jordan Spieth, winning the Charles 
Schwab Challenge at 14-under 266. He 
was two strokes better than Spieth, who hit 
his approach at No. 18 over the green and 
into the water.
While even on the day, Kokrak had fi ve 
bogeys to go with his fi ve birdies. He twice 
needed two shots to get out of bunkers, and 
had back-to-back bogeys at Nos. 15 and 16.
But when he struck his fi nal 4-foot putt, 
he followed the ball to the cup and fi nally 
broke into a smile when he pulled it out and 
celebrated with caddie David Robinson.
A huge crowd followed the only contending 
group all day, most of them waiting to 
erupt for Dallas-native Spieth, who started 
the round with a one-stroke lead before a 

bogey-fi lled 73. Instead of his second win 
at Colonial, he fi nished as the runner-up at 
Hogan’s Alley for the third time. It was still 

Spieth’s eighth top-10 fi nish in his last 11 
starts this year, one more top 10 than he had 
the previous two seasons combined.

 JASON KOKRAK WINS CHARLES 
SCHWAB CHALLENGE

wait just a little bit longer for his maiden 
PGA TOUR victory. 
More than two hours later, the 29-year-old 
fi nally stood back over that putt only to 
bogey for just the third time all week. Not 
that it mattered, of course. Lee might have 
begun the restart inauspiciously but he would 

close it in style, posting a fi nal-round 6-under 
66 to win by three shots over Sam Burns.
“I was not that nervous before the round, 
but I was very nervous when we resumed 
to play,” he said. “I was shaking inside last 
three holes.”
No one seemed to notice. The two-time 
winner on both the Korean and Japan 
tours promptly birdied the ensuing par-
3 17th, pushing his lead over Burns to an 
insurmountable three strokes with one hole 
to play. That proved to be enough for Lee, 
who became the eighth Korean to win on the 
PGA TOUR and the second this year, after 
Si Woo Kim won The American Express in 
February.
“When I made bogey at 16, it felt like I had 
lost a little momentum, so I wanted to try 
and be more aggressive on Nos. 17 and 18,” 
Lee said. “Hit a good shot on 17, which was 
important to good some momentum back and 
have a good fi nish.”

 LEE WINS AT AT&T 
BYRON NELSON



second-longest winless drought of his 
career, who until this week had not played 
on the weekend in two months.

The finishing stretch at Quail Hollow 
snapped him back to reality. He hit 
a 7-iron safely over the water on the 

17th, and caddie Harry Diamond wisely 
talked him into taking a penalty drop from 
a dangerous lie in a hazard on the closing 
hole. He two-putted from 45 feet for 
bogey, a 3-under 68 and a one-shot victory.

“It’s tough to get over the line, especially 
if you haven’t done it in a while,” McIlroy 
said, a winner at Quail Hollow for the third 
time. “It’s such a funny week, knowing my 
game was pretty good and then having my 
neck lock up on the range and sitting here 
Sunday night with the trophy.

“Just glad I got through it.”

Abraham Ancer finished runner-up for the 
fourth time in his career as he seeks his 
first title on the PGA TOUR. Ancer wasn’t 
part of the picture until he ran off three 
straight birdies late that briefly gave him a 
share of the lead, and nearly closed with a 
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Rory McIlroy wins Wells Fargo Championship 
for 19th TOUR victory

fourth birdie when his 35-foot putt on No. 
18 grazed the lip. He shot 66.

But this was about McIlroy and the 

SAM BURNS WINS FIRST PGA TOUR TITLE 
big birdies that led to a 3-under 68 and a 
three-shot victory Sunday.
Burns won for the fi rst time on the PGA 
TOUR after twice failing to convert 54-
hole leads in the Vivint Houston Open last 
fall and the Genesis Invitational at Riviera 
in February.
The victory moves him into the top 50 in 
the world, 14th in the FedExCup and all but 
assures a spot in the U.S. Open, along with 
his fi rst trip to the Masters next spring.
Burns was wiping away tears when he 
tapped in for a meaningless bogey on the 
fi nal hole, especially to see his wife, parents 
and other family members pour onto the 
green to celebrate the moment with him.
“I’ve worked so hard for this moment,” 
Burns said. “They’ve all sacrifi ced so 
much.”
He had reason to believe this moment 
could have come sooner. Burns wasted a 
good start at the season-opening Safeway 
Open. He closed with a 2-over 72 to tie 
for seventh in the Houston Open. He lost 
a two-shot lead at Riviera, coming up one 
shot short of a playoff.

Only after he hung on for a one-shot victory in the Wells Fargo Championship, his first title in 18 
months, did he reveal his neck locked up during his final practice session and if not for a late tee 
time Thursday, he would have had to withdraw.

Eight times this season, Sam Burns 
has been atop the leaderboard after 
every round except the one that 

mattered. That changed, fi nally, at the 

Valspar Championship Burns got some help 
from Keegan Bradley hitting into the water 
on the 13th hole, and then the 24-year-old 
from Louisiana took it from there with two 



etfred British Masters host Danny Willett’s 
performance at The Belfry during this 
year’s tournament secured 
a £19,000 donation from 

tournament title sponsors Betfred to 
Prostate Cancer UK.
Willett selected Prostate Cancer UK 
as the offi cial charity of the 2021 
Betfred British Masters, with the 
United Kingdom-based bookmaker 
pledging to donate £1,000 for every 
birdie and £2,000 for every eagle 
Willett made during his four rounds 
directly to Prostate Cancer UK.
The 33-year-old had secured £9,000 by the 
halfway stage after nine birdies in his opening 

two rounds and added a further £10,000 to the 
total over the fi nal two rounds with seven birdies 

on Friday and three more on 
Saturday.
The 2016 Masters Tournament 
winner is a long-term supporter 
of Prostate Cancer UK and 
chose the United Kingdom-
based charity after hearing of 
the inspiring work of fellow 
Yorkshireman John Brownless, 
who was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer in 2004. Brownless has 
raised more than £50,000 for the 

charity over the last seven years by organising golf 
days in England and Spain.
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raig Howie showcased an incredible 
display of frontrunning to secure an 
overwhelming seven-stroke victory and his 
fi rst European Challenge Tour title at the 

Range Servant Challenge by Hinton Golf.
The 26-year-old Scot took a three-shot lead into 
the fi nal round at Hinton Golf Club and he never 
looked like being caught as he posted a six under 
par round of 66 to reach 22 under par, seven 
strokes clear of Denmark’s Marcus Helligkilde 
who fi nished second on 15 under par following a 
closing round of 67.
Howie opened with a birdie and a bogey in his 
fi rst two holes before an eagle at the par fi ve fourth 
hole settled the nerves and put further breathing 
space between himself and the chasing pack. 
Another birdie at the eighth saw him make the 

turn with a six stroke lead, before adding a further 
three birdies on the back nine to see out victory 
and move to second place on the Road to Mallorca 
Rankings.
“I’m absolutely buzzing,” he said. “I’ve worked 
really hard for this so it’s really satisfying.

HOWIE CLINCHES DOMINANT FIRST VICTORY IN SWEDEN  

MORY SECURES 
MAIDEN CHALLENGE 
TOUR VICTORY IN 
PLAY-OFF 

elix Mory refused to back 
down as he secured his 
maiden European Challenge 
Tour victory in a play-off 

against Björn Hellgren at the Dormy 
Open.
The 26-year-old took a two-shot lead 
into the fi nal round at Österåkers 
Golfklubb and he quickly extended 
his advantage with a birdie at the 
fi rst. However, back-to-back bogeys 
followed as the Frenchman carded a 
two over par round of 74, meaning he 
fi nished on 15 under par, level with 
Sweden’s Björn Hellgren and one 
shot clear of three-time Challenge 
Tour winner Ricardo Gouveia.
Mory was able to stand fi rm and seal 
victory with a birdie at the second 
play-off hole, in his fourth Challenge 
Tour start of the season, and the 
Frenchman admitted that the victory 
came as a surprise even to himself.
“I have surprised myself how 
quickly I have managed to win on 
the Challenge Tour,” he said. “It’s 
my fi rst full season as I turned pro in 
2019. It is surprising as I didn’t play 
so well in South Africa, so I am really 
happy with the result today.

Tournament: Dormy Open
Venue: Österåkers Golfklubb, 
Sweden

BLAND WINS MAIDEN TITLE IN 478TH APPEARANCE 
Tournament: Betfred British Masters hosted by Danny Willett
Venue: The Belfry, England       Prize fund: £1,850,000

WILLETT’S BIRDIES SECURE £19,000 FOR PROSTATE CANCER UK 

ichard Bland claimed an emotional 
fi rst European Tour victory in his 
478th appearance after the English 
veteran overcame young Italian 

Guido Migliozzi in a play-off to win the 
Betfred British Masters hosted by Danny 
Willett.
In a dramatic fi nal day on the famous 
Brabazon Course at The Belfry, Bland 
showed incredible bravery twice over to 
clinch the victory – fi rst at the 72nd hole 
where he holed a monster birdie putt to fi nish 
13 under par courtesy of a six under 66.
Then, after Migliozzi had forced a play-off 
thanks to a four under 68, Bland once again 
showed his mettle. Having found a tricky lie 
from his drive in the fi rst play-off hole, the 
48-year-old pulled off a stunning fi ve wood 
approach to leave a makeable two-putt.

Migliozzi, 50 yards further forward on the fairway from 
his own drive, proceeded to push his second shot to the 
right of the green. Bland rolled his birdie deftly to within 
three feet while his Italian counterpart raced his own 
birdie putt past the hole on the middle tier of the iconic 
green.
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arrick Higgo continued to write his 
own chapter in the European Tour 
history books as he powered to a 
second win in three weeks at the 2021 

Canary Islands Championship.
Just 14 days after he lifted the trophy at the 
Gran Canaria Lopesan Open with a European 
Tour record low score of 255, a closing 64 
with a hole-in-one moved him to 27 under 
and handed him a six shot victory at Golf 
Costa Adeje.

Australian Maverick Antcliff was the 
nearest challenger, one shot clear of Finn 
Tapio Pulkkanen, with home favourite Adri 
Arnaus, last week’s winner Dean Burmester, 
Dane Nicolai Højgaard, England’s Andrew 
Johnston and Irishman Niall Kearney at 19 
under.
But all eyes were on Higgo as he took his 
score across the 12 rounds of the Canary 
Islands Swing to 68 under and sent records 
tumbling.

HIGGO POWERS TO ANOTHER WIN ON THE CANARIES

ilco Nienaber secured an emotional fi rst 
professional win by overcoming Henric 
Sturehed on the third play-off hole at 
the Dimension Data Pro-Am.

The duo were tied at the top on 19 under par 
after 72 holes at Fancourt Golf Estate, but 
Nienaber triumphed on the third extra trip to 
the Montagu course’s 18th hole as Sturehed 
was unable to match the South African’s third 
successive par.
Nienaber posted a closing seven under par round 
of 65, which included a birdie on the last hole 
to draw level with Sturehed, and his victory 
completes a clean sweep for local players in 
the European Challenge Tour’s South African 
Swing - which has been co-sanctioned by the 
Sunshine Tour - following wins for Brandon 

Stone in the Limpopo Championship and JC 
Ritchie at the Bain’s Whisky Cape Town Open.
The 21-year-old was overwhelmed with emotion 
after his victory which, in addition to collecting 
valuable Road to Mallorca Rankings points, 
earns him an exemption into the WGC – FedEx 
St. Jude Invitational later this year.

NIENABER CONTINUES WITH DIMENSION DATA VICTORY  EMOTIONAL RITCHIE 
REIGNS

C Ritchie overcame countryman 
Jacques Blaauw in a play-off 
to win his second European 
Challenge Tour title at the Bain’s 

Whisky Cape Town Open.
The South African went into the fi nal 
day at Royal Cape Golf Club three shots 
off the lead but posted a closing six 
under par round of 66, including a birdie 
on the fi nal hole, to reach 14 under par 
and earn a play-off against Blaauw, who 
had led from day one and posted a three 
under par 69 on the fi nal day.
Ritchie only needed one extra hole to 
secure victory, as a birdie on the fi rst 
trip back to the 18th hole could not be 
matched by Blaauw, meaning the 2020 
Limpopo Champion was a Challenge 
Tour winner once again after a diffi cult 
year.
“Something is back, something is 
defi nitely back,” he said. “My game 
disappeared. That’s where the tears came 
from. It’s been a lot of hell, crying, a 
lot of bad times in the last year that I’ve 
gone through to be able to get myself 
into this position and to win again.

 BURMESTER SEALS IMPRESSIVE TENERIFE OPEN WIN 

ean Burmester earned his second 
European Tour title at the Tenerife Open, 
sealing a fi ve-stroke victory with a 
stunning fi nal round display.

The South African began the day one shot back 
at Golf Costa Adeje, leading a crowded chasing 
pack as 18 players sat within fi ve strokes of the 
summit.
Playing alongside the two third round leaders 
Kalle Samooja and Nicolai von Dellingshausen, 
the 31-year-old laid down the gauntlet early on 
with a pair of opening birdies which contributed 
to a fi ve under front nine of 30 for a one-shot 
lead as the fi nal group reached the turn.
The seven-time Sunshine Tour winner never 
let up all day and an eight under par round 

of 63 took him to 25 under par, sealing a fi rst 
ever victory outside of the African continent 
and moving him to 18th in the Race to Dubai 
Rankings in Partnership with Rolex in the 
process.

Tournament: Canary Islands Championship   
Venue: Golf Costa Adeje, Spain      Prize fund: €1,500,000

Tournament: Dimension Data Pro-Am
Venue: Fancourt Golf Estate, George, South Africa

Tournament: Tenerife Open
Venue: Golf Costa Adeje, Spain       Prize fund: €1,500,000

Tournament: Bain’s Whisky 
Cape Town Open
Venue: Royal Cape Golf Club, 
South Africa
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ON THE ASIAN TOUR

Korea’s Hyojoo Kim defeated Hannah 
Green from Australia by one shot in a 
gripping fi nish to the HSBC Women’s 

World Championship on Sunday at Sentosa 
Golf Club, home of the Asian Tour.
Kim brilliantly dismantled the New Tanjong 
course with a breath taking eight-under-par 64, 
for a tournament total of 17-under-par 271, to 
secure her fourth victory on the LPGA Tour but 
fi rst in fi ve years.
She was helped in her cause by Green who 
appeared on course to take the title after she 
birdied the 16th to take a one-shot lead, but 
then surprisingly made 
bogey on the fi nal two 
holes to fi nish solo second.
The Australian, playing 
in the HSBC event for 
the fi rst time, signed 
for a 69. The former 
KPMG Women’s PGA 
Championship winner, 
playing in the fi nal group, 
holed out from the fairway for a stunning eagle 
at the 14th and holed a ten-footer at the 16th to 
grab the outright advantage, only to three-putt 
bogey the 17th and then fail to get up and 
down to save par at the last.

Kim, who wore full head gear all week for 
protection against the sun, had started her 
fi nal round fi ve shots back of the overnight 
leader, China’s Xiyu Lin, but stormed up the 
leaderboard with one of the fi nest rounds of her 
career that saw her make four birdies on the 

HYOJOO KIM STORMS TO HSBC WIN

front side and four on the back.
“My goal for this year is to get a win and I’m 
glad I achieved that today,” said 25-year-old 
Kim, whose last victory was the 2016 Pure 
Silk-Bahamas LPGA Classic.

Singapore’s Gregory Foo fi red two 
birdies in his closing three holes to sign 
for a superb eight-under-par 64 and 

win the second leg of the Singapore Pro Series 
Invitational presented by FTAG by two shots 
over veteran Mardan Mamat at the Tanah 
Merah Country Club 
on Tuesday.
The 27-year-old Foo, 
who started the day 
with a three-shot 
defi cit following 
an opening 75, 
highlighted his card 
with an eagle and 
eight birdies against 
two bogeys to fi nish 
with a two-day total 
of fi ve-under-par 139 at the Tampines Course.
Overnight leader Mardan, a fi ve-time 
winner on the Asian Tour, returned with a 
commendable 69 to take second place while 
countryman Mitchell Slorach took third place 
on 146 following a battling 72.
Commenting on his win, Foo said, “I am very 
satisfi ed with my score today. This is my best 
score ever on this course in a tournament 

setting, and it is an amazing personal 
achievement for me. I hope this will propel 
my golf journey from here on.”
A total of 24 players, including seven 
amateurs, participated in the tournament this 
week. At the end of the opening round, 18 
players, including fi ve amateurs, successfully 
progressed into the second and fi nal round 
after making the cut set at 12-over-par.

Amanda Tan, who fl ew the fl ag for Singapore 
at the prestigious HSBC Women’s World 
Championship last week, emerged as the 
leading female player after registering a 71 to 
sit in fourth place.
Young talents Hiroshi Tai and Ryan Ang took 
the honours of being the joint-low amateurs 
of the week as they shared sixth place on 
matching 151s.

GREGORY FOO WINS SECOND LEG OF THE SINGAPORE PRO SERIES INVITATIONAL

I am very satisfi ed 
with my score today. 
This is my best score 

ever on this course in a 
tournament setting, and 
it is an amazing personal 

achievement for me. 

My goal for this 
year is to get a 

win and I’m glad 
I achieved that 

today.
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ON THE ASIAN TOUR

sign off with a second consecutive three-
under-par 69 and win by four shots over 
2011 Asian Tour Order of Merit champion 
Juvic Pagunsan of the Philippines with a 
13-under-par 275 total at the Sagamihara 
Golf Club’s East Course.
“I just can’t believe that this could be done. 
I pushed myself to the limit and I have 
given it all. I felt so exhausted after the 
tournament,” said Hoshino, who climbed 
to a career-best 69th place on the OWGR 
following his win.
Hoshino extended his overnight two-shot 
lead to six after sinking birdies on the 
second, fi fth and eighth holes. He dropped 
two straight bogeys on 11 and 12 but 
recovered swiftly with birdies on the next 
two holes.
“I was in shock when I made bogeys and 
that really put me under pressure. I told 
myself no matter how many shots I am 
leading, I wanted to play aggressively. That 
strong mentality gave me those birdies 
on 13 and 14”, added Hoshino, who won 
the Kansai Open Golf Championship last 
month.

JAPAN’S RISING STAR RIKUYA HOSHINO WINS AGAIN ON HOME SOIL

Berry Henson is virtually a household 
name on the Asian Tour, and it all 
started for the popular American 

during this month of May a decade ago.
In fact, it was on this very day in 2011 
– shortly after having made it through 
Qualifying School, in 11th place – that he 
marched to victory in Manila, claiming the 
ICTSI Philippine Open, at Wack Wack Golf 
and Country Club.
Winning the National Open of the Philippine’s 
is a rare privilege as it is one of the oldest 
National Opens in the game – in 2011 it was 
the 95th edition of the tournament – and 
Henson was made 
to work very hard to 
secure the title.
Despite suffering 
from dehydration 
over the closing 
holes during the 
third round, he 
fi nished the day 
with a two-shot 
lead, and then fi red a fi nal round one-over-
par 73 to narrowly beat local-favourite Jay 
Bayron from the Philippines by a single shot.
Henson made a brave up-and-down at the last, 

holing a tension-packed putt for par from 
three feet, to win with a four-round total 
of fi ve-under-par 283 – on the notoriously 
diffi cult East Course.

“I feel like I went 72 rounds with Manny 
Pacquiao this week and didn’t get KO’d,” 
Henson said, after his win. “I played on a 
very diffi cult golf course and the weather was 

brutal. It was a hard win.”
He earned US$47,550 with the victory.
South Africa’s Jbe Kruger fi nished third, 
while Digvijay Singh from India was fourth.
Henson held a three-shot lead heading into the 
back nine, but bogeys on 12 and 17 opened 
the door for Bayron.

WHEN HENSON WON AT WACK WACK

I just can’t believe 
that this could be done. 
I pushed myself to the 
limit and I have given it 
all. I felt so exhausted 
after the tournament.

Japan’s Rikuya Hoshino made his 
25th birthday a truly memorable 
one when he won the Asia-Pacifi c 

Diamond Cup Golf on Sunday for his fi fth 
victory on the Japan Golf Tour Organisation 
(JGTO) and second triumph this year.
Hoshino, who turned 25 years old fi ve days 
ago, started the week on a good note as he 
earned an invitation to this week’s PGA 
Championship by virtue of being ranked 
100th on the Offi cial World Golf Ranking 
(OWGR).
The talented Japanese would go on to end 
the week on an even better note, securing 

another 
invitation to 
The Open this 
July following 
his victory, 
which also 
marked his 
third win in the 
extended 2020-
21 season on 
the JGTO.

Hoshino battled against gusty winds to 

I feel like I went 
72 rounds with 

Manny Pacquiao 
this week and 

didn’t get KO’d.
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Cover Story

MICKELSON MAKES MAJOR HISTORY 
WITH VICTORY AT PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

A
t 50 years, 11 months and 7 days 
old, the American veteran star 
claimed his sixth major crown 
and 45th PGA TOUR title with 
a closing 1-over 73 helping him 

see off the challenges of Louis Oosthuizen 
(73) and Brooks Koepka (74), who fi nished 
tied second at the Ocean Course at Kiawah 
Island.
Left-landed Mickelson, who took a 

one-shot lead into the fi nal round, defeated 
Father Time and a stellar fi eld to replace 
Julius Boros (48 years, 4 months, 18 
days/1968 PGA Championship) as the 
oldest major champion. He also joined Sam 
Snead, Davis Love III and Raymond Floyd 
to win in four different decades on the PGA 
TOUR.
“I mean this is just an incredible feeling. I 
just believed that this was possible but yet 

everything was saying it wasn’t. I hope that 
others fi nd that inspiration. It might take a 
little extra work and a bit harder effort to 
maintain physically and maintain the skills 
but gosh, it is worth it in the end. I’m so 
appreciative to hold this Wannamaker 
Trophy,” said a jubilant Mickelson, who 
ended the week on 6-under 282.
“I just love this game of golf and I love what 
I do and I love the challenge of competing 

Phil Mickelson rewrote golf history by becoming the oldest player to win a major 
title following a nerve - racking two-shot victory at the PGA Championship.

“I just love this 
game of golf and I 
love what I do and 
I love the challenge 
of competing 
against these great 
players. I don’t 
think I have had 
such an experience 
like that.”
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against these great players. I don’t think I 
have had such an experience like that.”
Koepka, who was chasing his fi fth major 
title, paid tribute to Mickelson after their 
head-to-head duel. “Just how bad I putted 
the last two days. Three days, actually. It 
felt like tap-ins I was missing. Never felt 
comfortable, and you’re not going to win if 
you do that,” said Koepka.

 Korea’s Sungjae Im fi nished as the leading 
Asian player in the elite fi eld in tied 17th 
position after carding a fi nal round 73 for a 
288 total. It was his best fi nish in the PGA 
Championship in four appearances.
A month after an historic Masters victory, 
Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama carded a 
fi nal round 72 to fi nish in a share of 23rd 
position.

Rolex Testimonee Phil Mickelson has won 
the 103rd PGA Championship, claiming the 
iconic Wanamaker Trophy for the second 
time to become the oldest winner in Major 
championship history and record his sixth 
career Major victory.

Holding a one-shot lead heading into the 
fi nal round, Mickelson displayed impressive 
accuracy and resilience throughout the 
tournament, attributes that resonate 
strongly with Rolex’s own pursuit of 
perpetual excellence in its watchmaking 
and all other endeavours.

In winning this historic Championship, 
which featured 99 of the world’s top 100 
players, the 50-year-old American secured 
the sixth Major title and 45th PGA TOUR® 
victory of his professional career. He joins 
an esteemed group of players to have 
won the PGA Championship more than 
once including Rolex Testimonees Gary 
Player (1962, 1972), Jack Nicklaus (1963, 
1971, 1973, 1975, 1980), Tiger Woods (1999, 
2000, 2006, 2007) and Brooks Koepka 
(2018, 2019).

Rolex’s presence as Offi  cial Timekeeper 
and Partner at the PGA Championship 
is part of its long-standing support for 
golf that spans more than 50 years. Phil 
Mickelson adds his name to a long list of 
Testimonees to have lifted the Wanamaker 
Trophy, including Gary Player (1962, 1972), 
Jack Nicklaus (1963, 1971, 1973, 1975, 1980), 
Tiger Woods (1999, 2000, 2006, 2007), 
Pádraig Harrington (2008), Martin Kaymer 
(2010), Jason Day (2015), Justin Thomas 
(2017) and Brooks Koepka (2018, 2019).

Cover Story

ROLEX TESTIMONEE 
PHIL MICKELSON 
CAPTURES SECOND 
PGA CHAMPIONSHIP 

30 years, 4 months, 10 days have passed since Mickelson earned his fi rst PGA TOUR title 
at the 1991 Northern Telecom Open as an amateur, the longest time between wins by a 
player in TOUR history

Mickelson becomes the fourth player to win PGA TOUR events in four diff erent decades 
(others: Sam Snead, Raymond Floyd, Davis Love III)

Brooks Koepka fi nishes T2, his seventh win or runner-up fi nish in a major since the start 
of 2017

Moves from No. 168 to No. 45 in the FedExCup standings; one of nine players to qualify 
for the FedExCup Playoff s in all 14 seasons

Moves to T8 on the all-time PGA TOUR wins list, becoming the ninth player to reach 45 
PGA TOUR wins

THINGS YOU KNOW?



he Els Club Malaysia, managed by Troon International, the leaders in upscale 
golf course management have made two new senior appointments. The 
championship venue welcomes Steven Thielke as General Manager of The 
Els Club Desaru Coast and Sean Kinsley as Group Director of Agronomy 

across The Els Club Malaysia – Desaru Coast and Teluk Datai facilities. Steven and 
Sean replace long term Troon veterans Stephen Havrilla and Terrance Mohamed 
who move onto new opportunities in the USA and South East Asia respectively.
Steven Thielke joins The Els Club Malaysia and Troon International with over 30 
years of golf and 
hospitality industry 
experience. In 2019, 
Steven successfully 
completed his 
Club Managers’ 
Certifi cation 
(CCM) with the 
Club Management 
Association of 
America (CMAA), 
a professional 
qualifi cation and 
the gold standard in 
club management. 
Most recently, Steven has spent the past eight years as CEO of TPC Kuala Lumpur, 
overseeing the club’s transformation process, and under the South African’s 
management, TPC Kuala Lumpur captured the golf world’s attention through 
staging PGA Tour, European Tour and LPGA events annually for over three 
consecutive years.
Steven Thielke commented of the appointment: “It’s a true privilege to be associated 
with, fellow countryman, Ernie Els’ brand and to be part of the Troon International 
family. The natural beauty, wildlife and high-quality of golf on offer at The Els Club 
Desaru Coast is simply spectacular. I have yet to experience anything equal in the 
world of golf that offers such world class facilities with uninterrupted views and a 
fresh sea breeze in an authentic tropical destination.

Sentosa Golf Club has further expanded its sustainability agenda by 
announcing a new partnership with Porsche Asia Pacifi c.  
Five new electric vehicle(EV) charging stations have been installed as 

part of Porsche Destination Charging, a global charging network available 
at premium lifestyle destinations, making Sentosa the fi rst golf club in 
Singapore and the Southeast Asia region to join the programme.
From today, the AC destination chargers (11kW) are available for use by 
all plug-in-hybrid or fully electric vehicles that use a Type 2 connector, 
enabling members to top up their cars free of charge whilst going about 
their day-to-day business at the Club.
It coincides with Sentosa Island’s plan to transform into a carbon-neutral 
destination by 2030 and Singapore’s ambitious target to phase out all 
internal combustion engine vehicles by 2040, as well as to create 60,000 
EV charging points by 2030 to pave the way for a greater uptake of electric 
vehicles. As of January 2021, there were just over 1,200 electric vehicles, 
out of a total car population of 636,483 units (0.2%), and 1,800 EV charging 
points in Singapore. 
Sentosa Golf Club will use the opportunity to encourage its members 
to take a more sustainable approach and go electric for the good of the 
environment. 

The installation is the latest sustainability initiative to be rolled out at Sentosa 
Golf Club, following its reduction of single use plastics, the introduction of 
numerous water conversation measures, housing bee colonies on the golf 
course and plans to grind down waste to reuse it as fertiliser. 
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Ladies European Tour player Camille Chevalier has 
become a Sustainable Golf Champion - partnering 
with the non-profit GEO Foundation to help support 

the group’s mission to advance sustainability in and 
through golf.
The move follows in the footsteps of nine-time Solheim 
Cup player Suzann Pettersen and represents another 
significant step forward in building a community of 
credible champions across the sector.
As part of this network, Camille will work closely 
with GEO Foundation to promote and celebrate the 
positive impacts golf has on nature and people, as well 
as encouraging further action on key issues such as 
pollution prevention, resource efficiency and climate 
change.
In addition, all activities will be closely aligned to 
the LET sustainability initiative – Celebrating the 
Green, presented by Dow, which was launched last 
year and aims to showcase environmental, climate 
and community action across women’s golf and 
celebrate sustainable activities stemming from players, 
tournaments, venues and partners.

THE ELS CLUB MALAYSIA APPOINT GOLF 
INDUSTRY STALWARTS

SUSTAINABLE CHAMPIONS 
OF GOLF ON LET

SENTOSA GOLF CLUB GOES ELECTRIC

Snippet
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QUICK FIX

BRICK WORKS
Rake sand into the form of a brick in 
front of you. Make sure the rectangle 
aims down your target line, and is 

around the height of two golf balls. Take 
your stance in front of the brick. Now make 
your regular swing, but as you swing 
through, your goal is to remove the top layer 
of sand from the brick and no more. Keep 
going down the brick, removing a layer at a 
time. This drill helps you develop the 
shallower angle of attack that allows your 
sand wedge to skim the surface of the sand 
and deliver a controlled strike.

A D R I A N  F R Y E R 
solidgolf.co.uk

Fellow of the PGA based 
at Liverpool Golf Centre 

liverpoolgolfcentre.co.uk

Y O U R  C O A C H



1 Where’s the fl ag? 
This directly affects what proportion of the 
ball’s journey is carry, and what proportion is 
run. The ratio of carry to run will, of course, 

vary, but you can match any ratio simply by 
changing clubs. A 7-iron chip offers around 25% 
carry and 75% run. With a wedge it’s around 
50-50 and with a lob wedge it can be 75-25. As 
the pin moves further away, the run percentage 
climbs – and that means taking a straighter-
faced chipping club that moves you closer to 
that 25-75 carry-run ratio. If the pin is closer, 
that ratio is reversed and you must use more loft.

MAKE BETTER SHORT 
GAME DECISIONS

There are two golden rules to 
chipping. First, always land 
the ball on the green for a 

predictable bounce; and second, get 
the ball rolling as quickly as possible 
– because a ball rolling along the 

ground is much more controllable 
than one fl ying through the air. In 
practice, this  means carrying the ball 
onto the portion 
of the green nearest you, and letting 
it run out to the hole. Here’s how... 

CADDIE ON YOUR SHOULDER

2

4
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2 What’s the lie like?
The more the ball is nestled into the 
greenside grass, the more you will have to 
create a descending strike to make solid 

contact. A downward blow typically means 
a delofted impact, sending the ball out lower 
and hotter. In choosing your club, take this into 
account; as the lie worsens, you will need to use 
more loft to find the flight that will deliver the 
shot’s perfect carry-run ratio. A higher-lofted 
club will allow you to create more club speed 
at impact, which stops grass getting caught 
between the face and the ball coming out dead.

4 Confi dence with each club
While varying clubs to hit the right carry-
run ratio will give your short game the 
versatility it needs, avoid putting yourself 

in a situation where you don’t feel comfortable 
with the club you feel you should select. If your 
confidence drops, the shot will fail; so pick 
the club you feel gives you your best chance 
of success – and make a note to practise the 
shot you didn’t feel good about. Don’t be afraid 
of hitting it hard. If you try to get too cute, the 
natural reaction is to decelerate into impact, 
which can severely compromise your strike.

3 Firmness/slope of green
Remember, the two rules of chipping are 
to land the ball on the green and to get it 
running as soon as possible. Of course on 

firmer greens, or downhill slopes, the ball will 
want to run further. To allow for that, use more loft 
to create a higher flight and softer landing that 
takes the heat out of that extra run-out. For a soft 
green or uphill shot, use less loft. Understanding 
how the ball reacts from different lies comes with 
experience and experimenting with club choice 
(and ball). Replicate on-course situations in your 
practice by playing shots as they lie.

S T E V E  A S T L E
Advanced PGA Professional 
at Morley Hayes, Derby and 
Head of Coaching at East 
Midlands Golf Academy

Y O U R  C O A C H

PICK YOUR 
SPOT
Don’t just aim 

where the pin is. Make a 
mental note of the speed 
and undulations of the 
green, where the best 
‘leave’ is (uphill, generally), 
and then really focus on 
your landing area - use 
a distinguishing mark or 
different shade of grass as 
your target line.

1

3
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LEARN A NEW SHOT

A GUARANTEED 
FAIRWAY-FINDER 

CONTROL,
NOT POWER
You don’t need me 

to tell you that the harder 
you hit the ball, the less 
control you tend to have. 
An aggressive attack is 
harder to time, creates 
more spin and more 
dispersion. On this shot 
we are going to rein it in by 
making four simple, but 
effective, adjustments...

Maybe you just don’t have 
your best stuff; perhaps 
you’re driving to a 

well-protected fairway; or you 
could simply be looking to 
preserve an excellent scorecard. 
For these reasons and more, 
there are times when you just 
want to fi nd the short grass from 

the tee. But that doesn’t have to 
mean the headcover stays on 
your driver. With the approach I 
outline here, you can nail a 
safety-fi rst drive that, while 
sacrifi cing a little distance, can 
still get you a healthy distance up 
the hole. Give it a try next time 
you have to hit the fairway.

WHEN TO 
PLAY IT

Lee Trevino once said: “You can talk to a 
fade, but a hook won’t listen.” That’s why the 
fairway-finder drive is based around a shape 

that, if anything, moves gently left-to-right for 
the right-hander. This makes it a great option 

whenever you have big trouble to the left of the 
fairway, as I do here on the fabulous 9th hole 
on Turnberry’s King Robert the Bruce layout; 

but because the technique is designed to take 
curvature out of the shot, it works on any tight 

fairway where you still need distance.
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Grip ‘Shorten’ the driver
Begin by gripping up to an inch down the handle. Your driver will 

start to feel more like your 3-wood, which is great for confidence. 
But gripping down will also give you more awareness of the 

clubface, and boost your control of it. This does take some power 
out of the club, but when the penalty for missing the fairway is 

extreme, that’s a price worth paying.

Grip Squeeze the last three fi ngers
Hold your driver upright – shaft vertical – in your gloved hand 

only. Take the thumb and forefinger off the handle, then add 
some pressure with the last three fingers to secure the club. The 
extra pressure from these fingers is something you want to feel 
throughout the swing; it helps contain and control forearm and 

clubface rotation, allowing you to keep the face squarer for longer.

Address Tee the ball down
Tee the ball so its top is level with or just slightly above the driver’s 

crown. This encourages impact in the lower portion of the clubface, 
which is less lofted and sends the ball out under any cross or 

headwinds. It also encourages you to deliver the club with more of 
a controlled squeeze than a wild release, which again limits face 

rotation and boosts accuracy.

Followthrough
Hold your fi nish till the ball lands

It’s one of golf’s oldest tips, but also one of the best. Commit to 
retaining balance right through to the end of the swing and you give 

yourself your best chance of swinging with control and striking the 
ball accurately. Make two practice swings to rehearse the swing’s rhythm 

and finish, before stepping in and repeating it over the ball.

HOW TO PLAY IT
1 2

3 4

A N D R E W  M U R R AY 
andrewmurraygolf.com 

Former European Open 
Champion who specialises 

in one-on-one or group 
coaching and corporate

golf events

Y O U R  C O A C H
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Back in June my 
handicap was 20 and I 
was shooting in the mid 
90s. My stock bad shot 
was a weak, high slice. 
Through the summer 

of 2020 I booked a series of lessons with 
local coach Steve Thomas. He videoed 
my swing and showed me
I had a massive over-the-top downswing 
move, which I was not aware of. He also 
put me on TrackMan, which revealed I 
typically swung out-to-in by around 
eight degrees. 
I was given a series of constraints-led 
drills to change my shape. Steve 
positioned a foam noodle or a range 
basket with a cane through it to block my 
old out-to-in shape and encourage me to 
swing in-to-out; he cured my cupping 
left wrist by getting me to move my left 
shoulder more downward during the 
takeaway; he cured my chicken-wing, 
buckling left elbow by getting me to 
swing with a ball squeezed between my 
arms. I could see results almost straight 
away and by the end of the process my 
path had shifted 11 degrees, to three 
degrees in-to-out, and I started to hit the 
ball a lot further – from around 205 yards 
to 250.
Results swiftly followed; I broke 80 for 
the fi rst time ever, shooting a 77 and a 79, 
my growing consistency was rewarded 
with the Halesowen Order of Merit and I 
got my handicap down to 13.7 in not 
much over six months. It was all down to 
having the right coach with the right 
approach.

GP reader Mike Cooper, 
Halesowen GC,

West Mids

IT WORKED FOR ME!

‘I stopped 
coming over 

the top... and 
broke 80’

SHADOW FIGHTER
DIY DIAGNOSIS

It’s the hottest practice aid you can fi nd – and it’s free. Use the sun 
to control your swing’s low point… and improve your ballstriking

Y O U R  C O A C H

C H R I S  R YA N
F o un d e r o f t h e HI T 

G o l f A c a d e m y, b a s e d 
a t F o r e s t o f A r d e n

chrisr yangolf.com

1 Control your low point, 
control your strike
The low point of the swing 
falls broadly under the 

lead shoulder. To make solid, 
consistent contact with your 
irons you need to control that 
low point – keeping it just 
holeside of the ball to 
promote a squeezing strike. 
Avoiding excessive lateral 
movement is so important to 
well-struck irons. Use your 
shadow to help...

2   
Stand with your back 
to the sun 
Take your regular 
posture, but criss-cross 

your arms to pin the club 
over your shoulders. Set up 
four balls – one centrally in 
the shadow of your head, 
two on your hip pockets and 
the fourth between your 
legs. You can do it yourself, 
but it is simpler to form your 
address and ask a friend to 
help.

3   
Fixed-point rotation 
Make your backswing, 
keeping the club in 
contact with both 

shoulders, and compare your 
position. The main check is 
the ball on your trail hip; a 
small area of sun between ball 
and shadow indicates you’ve 
rotated without swaying. The 
top ball should still be within 
your head. This tighter coil 
lets you keep the low point 
you set at address intact.



   G o l f P l u s     J U N E   2 0 2 1    39

Remember, 
your success 
on shorter 

putts is determined by 
your ability to square 
the blade to your desired 
line at impact. As you 
work on your putting, 
prioritise face control 
over stroke path.

While the path of the stroke has an 
effect on shorter putts, it’s really the 
aim of the blade at impact that makes 

or breaks your success. For this reason 
alone, most amateurs will do far better to 
work on squaring the face than grooving a 
perfect stroke arc. Here is a fun challenge 
you can take that will help you develop that 
face control. All you need is a putter and 
two balls.

DEANA RUSHWORTH 
Former England international 

and Advanced PGA Professional, 
Witney Lakes Resort, Oxfordshire

deanagolfpro.co.uk

Y O U R  C O A C H

SET-UP: SQUARE THE FACE 
Head to the practice green. Place the two 
balls together, touch-tight. Now square 

your blade up to them as shown, and take 
your regular putting stance. Check the 

sweetspot of the putter bisects the two 
balls. You should have one ball opposite 

the heel, and one opposite the toe.

ULTIMATE TWO-BALL 
GP CHALLENGE

DOUBLE HIT 
Now strike the putt, as you 
would a 6-8-footer. Ideally 
you will see the two balls 
running away from you 
together, at even pace… 
but note, this is fiendishly 
difficult! You’re more likely 
to see one outrace the other.

 If the toe ball outstrips 
the heel ball, your face was 
a little closed.

 If the heel ball races out 
in front, your face was 
slightly open.
Try the challenge several 
times and you will probably 
see a pattern develop… 
giving you valuable 
feedback about your 
stroke tendencies.

FACE CONTROL 
Be patient with this challenge; do not 

expect to get it perfect. But the closer you 
can get to the two balls running out 

evenly, the squarer you are delivering that 
face. Return to this challenge regularly to 

keep working on that face control.
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But this will, through carefully-crafted 
algorithms, inject a substantial slice of 
subjectivity, opinion and even greater 

complexity into what is in essence a very simple 
and objective sport founded on numeracy.
The recently announced PGA TOUR’s new Player 
Impact Program (PIP) is an interesting and not 
entirely unexpected move, probably a planned 
response to the looming threat that is the recently 
resurrected Premier / Super Golf League but is 
it the best way forward for a game seemingly 
experiencing media saturation and with several 
structural dead-weights hampering its momentum 
and popularity, all within an already crowded 
sports entertainment sector?
Faced with the polar opposites of punishment - 
such as tightening-up slow play – and reward – for 
players who help raise the profi le of the game 
in the USA - devising a complex and highly-
subjective scheme such as the Player Impact 
Program, while choosing not to sanction players 
who take fi ve-hours-plus to play a two-ball round 
or habitually spit as part of their pre-shot routine 
but who know how to send social media into a 
frenzy and get Twitter trending is a controversial 
and risky move.
The sports of golf, diving and gymnastics share 
little in common, other than they are all Summer 
Olympic sports, practiced by men and women to 
varying degrees of expertise.

But, unlike golf, which until recently was based on 
numeracy - pure-and-simple - the other two add a 
degree of subjective judgement to a core points-
based scoring system.
In gymnastics it’s called ‘Artistic impression,’ 
in diving, they call it, ‘Degree of diffi culty,’ the 
two sports – along with others such as ice skating 
– insert a slice of judgment and interpretation  - 
and potential controversy - into the process by 
which competitive results – win and lose - are 
determined.
For its part, golf has traditionally adhered to 
a simpler system of scoring, predicated on 
numeracy, shots taken (strokeplay) holes won 
(match play), the simple adage, ‘It’s not how, but 
how many.’ 
Until now, that is.
The Player Impact Program, is already underway; 
launched in January with no fanfare, is the PGA 
TOUR’s latest wheeze, a largely subjective 
assessment of the ratings each player generates 
across fi ve different metrics, all plucked from 
brand-based marketing textbooks.
These include Google Search analytics, a 
numerate and commonly known metric, a 
hierarchical measure of the players fans are most 
interested in following, fi nding more about.
Neilson Brand Exposure Ratings and Meltwater 
Mentions, both well-established marketing 

metrics, Q Ratings (a measurement of the 
familiarity and appeal of a commercial brand, 
celebrity recognition, company reputation, or 
entertainment product), and a sport-specifi c 
measure, the Most Valuable Player (MVP) Index 
Rating complete the line-up of measures.
While MVP works effectively and is well 
established in US team sports such as Basketball, 
Baseball and Ice Hockey, identifying the MVP in 
an individual sport like golf is less easy and more 
subjective.
Simple the Player Impact Program most certainly 
is not.
The Player Impact Program will, for the chosen 
few, prove rewarding, a US$40m kitty for the 
inaugural year, set aside for the Top-10 PGA 
TOUR players who are found to have ‘Moved the 
needle,’ players who are judged to have, “Driven 
fan and sponsor engagement, interaction and 
recognition.”
At the end of the calendar year, the US$40 million 
nest egg will be distributed between the 10 players 
who have registered the highest ‘Impact Scores,’ 
he with the top-notch ‘Impact Score’ receiving a 
cool US$8 million bonus.
At a stroke, the PGA TOUR – for whatever 
reason (keeping the World Golf Tour at bay and 
its avaricious top players happy and on board can 
be the only logical rationale) has just turned what 
was once a simple, straightforward competitive 

Recent revelations by the PGA TOUR concerning its recently-introduced Player Impact Program (PIP), 
in which players can fi nd themselves additionally rewarded for what offi cials call ‘positively moving the 
needle’ by adding perceived value through social media, sponsor recognition and other vicarious means 
may help make the rich even richer.

By Michael Wilson

Feature
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narrative on its head, about as incomprehensible, 
impenetrable – and interesting – as Hubble’s Law 
of Cosmic Expansion.
Back in the day it was all so simple and 
straightforward; players won tournaments and 
amassed prize money over a year-long season, 
the player with the fewest strokes come Sunday 
afternoon was declared the tournament winner, the 
player who had accumulated the most prize money 
over the season won the Money List.
Since 1934, the PGA TOUR Money List had 
become the authentic, accepted yardstick of a 
player’s performance over a season, Ben Hogan, 
Byron Nelson and Sam Snead were followed by 
Arnold Palmer, Gary Player and, eight times, 
Jack Nicklaus with Tom Watson, Greg Norman 
and Curtis Strange all weighing-in heavily over 
the years, until 1999, when a certain Eldrick Tont  
‘Tiger’ Woods topped the fi rst of his nine Money 
Lists. 
That was when everything changed, when the 
men’s pro game in the USA began to fi nd it 
diffi cult to keep things simple, preferring instead 
to confuse basic issues of winning and losing, 
clouding defi nitive arithmetical calculations with 
a series of subjective judgments, like Player of the 
Year and Rookie of the Year.
Indeed, it seems the PGA TOUR-style is hooked 
on computation, calibration, classifi cation and 
comparison, prize money, no longer a suffi cient 
marker of success.
Attempting to make itself more interesting the 
PGA TOUR began tinkering with its simple 
numerate narrative, initially through the FedEx 
Cup, copying team sports such as Basketball, 
American Football and Baseball, the play-offs, 
artifi cially creating a contest within a competition.
Then, just as most players, journalists and golf 
fans were getting their heads around the FedEx 
Cup concept, this already complex end-of-season 
shakedown was rendered virtually indecipherable 
with the introduction of progressively fi eld-
reducing fi eld numbers – players dropping out, 

others remaining in.
Then, bizarrely artifi cial tinkering with players’ 
scores - in effect a pseudo handicap system - an 
effort to synthetically introduce increased drama 
and heightened jeopardy.
Having turned a simple, straightforward and 
comprehensible scoring / ranking system into 
something resembling a Russian Matryoshka doll, 
TOUR offi cials unilaterally decided to add in a 
further, extra layer of classifi cation and perplexity.
That’s the latest PGA TOUR brainchild; called the 
‘Player Impact Program,’ it is designed – or so it 
seems – to, substantially and fi nancially reward 
the top-10 players who – not through their efforts 
inside the ropes, but for turning up the dial on 
themselves and the PGA TOUR.
The response of most PGA TOUR members to 
the Player Impact Program has been muted, the 
worry being that the sums on offer are petty cash 
compared to the vast riches predicted by the 
looming Premier / Super Golf League.
One experienced PGA TOUR player with several 
victories to his name told Golfweek, “Most 
players feel it is a shoo-in money grab for only 
those at the top, and it’s extremely hard to break 
into that category if you’re not already in it,” 
adding, “The overriding thought is why not do 
something to help all of the players [as] the FedEx 
Cup already takes care of the top.”
And there are sceptics, right in the upper echelons 
of the game and on the fringes of contention for 
the Top-10 of Impact Scores, perhaps boosted 
by sky-high Meltwater Mentions or rocketing 
Q-scores.
“I understand why the Tour is trying to pay the 
top stars more and keep them happy,” said Parker 
McLachlin, currently ranked close to the bottom 
244 places in the FedEx Cup standings, but who 
owns the one same single share in the PGA TOUR 
as Johnson and DeChambeau, adding, “That said, 
the program seemed to hit a few wrong notes in 
my mind. 
“Looking at the Korn Ferry Tour and seeing guys 
out there who are top 50 on that tour and barely 
breaking even with expenses, I feel like it should 
be the right time to raise the minimum purses on 
that tour to US$1 million.”
Meanwhile, the ink was barely dry on this latest 
act of obfuscation introduced by TOUR offi cials 
when, by accident – literally – PIP went off the 
rails at exactly the same time as Tiger Woods went 
off the road near Los Angeles in mid-February.
The proverbial elephant in the Player Impact 
Program room was always going to be be Woods; 
irrespective of when – indeed if – he resumes 
playing, the 14-time ‘Major’ champion will 
easily be head-and-shoulders above the rest, 
even marquee names like Rory McIlroy, Dustin 
Johnson, and Bryson DeChambeau.
Playing, or not playing, when Woods talks, the 
world listens, and intently so, his observations 
frequently creating a fi restorm of debate, not just 
inside the golf bubble, but crucially, where the 

PGA TOUR needs it most, out in the real world, 
Tiger’s Meltwater Mentions are through the roof, 
his Neilson Brand Exposure is turbocharged, his 
Q-ratings never less than impressive.
It would surely therefore be an embarrassment, to 
the TOUR and for their latest contrivance – PIP 
- were the inaugural – and future - Player Impact 
Program to be won by a player who, during the 
qualifying period, had barely swung a club in 
competitive action.
However, it must be factored in that the US sports 
market is unique, not simply in its portfolio of 
largely USA-only sports, but also the multi-
layered statistics-driven manner in which they are 
assessed.
But golf is a game where numeracy is front and 
centre; one only has to look at the plethora of 
statistical calculations and computations, 60-plus 
individual metrics, the game is already at risk 
of getting lost in a fog of numbers, statistics and 
different denominators.
And, while 10 already fi lthy-rich young men will 
be further rewarded for achievements that have 
less to do with the successful manner in which 
they play their golf, and more to do with how 
digitally savvy they become, it’s diffi cult to see 
what the Player Impact Programme will add to 
the game in general and in particular to fans, the 
media, sponsors and other stakeholders.
Perhaps I’m wrong; come the weekends, I 
may fi nd myself fretting over Lee Westwood’s 
uncharacteristically low Meltwater Mentions or 
maybe incredulous that Bryson DeChambeau has 
recently gained disproportionately high Neilsen 
Brand Exposure Ratings?
Whether each PGA TOUR season henceforth will 
be remembered for a dramatic, audacious eagle on 
the fi nal hole of the TOUR Championship at East 
Lake, to set up a sudden-death play-off clinched 
thanks to a 20ft putt on the third extra hole, or 
whether Dustin Johnson’s Meltwater Mentions 
fall agonisingly short, or perhaps Tiger Woods, 
despite not playing for much of the year due to 
injury edging the TOUR’s MVP award courtesy of 
marginally higher Neilsen Brand Exposure points 
than Rory McIlroy, Bunker Mentality will leave 
it to the venerable readers of this publication to 
judge.
But, in closing, we are fi rmly of the view that, after 
50-plus years of trying, the PGA TOUR’s Player 
Impact Program - whatever its motives and rationale 
- is clear and present evidence that the lunatics have 
well and truly taken over the asylum.
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Styler

GREEN IS THE 
COLOR OF GOLF
“Green is the prime color of the world, and that from which its loveliness arises.” 
- Pedro Calderon de la Barca, a 17th Century Poet.

Pretty stylish in that you have the classic 
oxford style with Cole Haan’s excellent 
cushioning and weather-ready details 
but with a green camo flair. 

Vibrant color 
options, cool 
& comfortable, 
all-day dry and 
travel-ready, what’s 
not to like about 
Tommy Bahama’s 
5 O ‘Clock Island 
Zone Camp Shirt?

olf and the color green were 
made for each other. It is the 
color most associated with 
nature because it is the most 
common color in the natural 
world.

From the perspective of the interesting 
realm of Color Psychology and Symbolism 

the meaning of green is the color of growth 
(think of a newly sprouted blade of grass). It 
associated with a blissful life, freshness, and 
energy that comes from nature, of renewal 
and rebirth. It renews and restores depleted 
energy and this is why there is so much of this 
relaxing color on the earth, especially on our 
sport’s playing fi elds. 

It is no wonder then that every shade of green 
imaginable is represented by manufacturers 
of golf apparel and equipment.  more and 
more these days men like green for their golf 
bags, club covers, shoes, accessories and hats 
as well as garments.
“Golf traditionally calls for a brighter, 
sunnier, more playful palette than every day 

Whether you’re walking or riding a 
cart, the Versa Stand Bag from Izzo 
is lightweight yet strong and durable 
for all your needs. It also comes with 
a rain cover.

1 2

3

https://www.colehaan.com/originalgrand-golf-shoe-green-camo/C34006.html
https://www.tommybahama.com/en/c/en/5-O%27Clock-IslandZone%C2%AE-Camp-Shirt/p/ST225202-18011
https://izzo.com/versa-stand-bag.html
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street or offi ce wear” said Sally Kellman, 
co-owner of San Francisco Hats, “and bright 
colors like lime are a great look for golf.”
Lime, jade, olive, forest, emerald, moss, mint 
even lucky Kelly (from the Irish), how hot is 
the color green for men’s golf fashions?

Across the board, for apparel, equipment and 
accessories, greens are certainly a signifi cant 
part of the business right now and it is 
showing no signs of fading. 
One of the reasons why is that green is simply 
very versatile and match up well with white 

and brown in particular. Additionally, navy 
blue, purple, orange, gray and yellow all 
work well as accent colors with green.
“Green has always been a prominent and 
popular color in fashion. But, this year 
Shutterstock is predicting it will be even 

Styler

Tommy Bahama’s Island Zone Polo is 
not only colorful and playful in design, but 
with its reputation for performance tech 
properties, you’ll be cool, confident and 
comfortable throughout your round. 

FootJoy offers a fresh meaning here 
with these all-new waterproof FJ Flex XP 
shoes that features a spikeless design, 
comfortable mesh, knit collar, reinforced 
heel with enhanced stability.

Part of their Classics Line, 
Romeo Merino’s full-zip 
sweater is 100% merino wool. 
It provides many features 
including temperature 
regulating, ultra-soft feel and 
UV Sun Protection. It is also 
naturally antibacterial as well 
as wrinkle and pilling resistant.

Hot or cold, 
whatever you 
need, this top-
selling insulated 
Kleen Kanteen 
will do the job. 
The Insulated 
Classic 20 
oz bottle is 
a leading 
stainless steel 
water bottle 
that combines 
with climate 
lock double-
wall vacuum 
insulation, 
keeping drinks 
hot for 20 
hours and iced 
for 50 hours! 

A classic. This timeless Slouch 
Fedora is super-wicking using a 
CoolMax elastic sweatband. A 
friendly reasonable, seasonable, 
crushable, packable topper. Made 
in the USA.

5

6

7

8

https://www.tommybahama.com/en/Pineapple-Palm-Coast-IslandZone%C2%AE-Polo/p/ST225258-15400
https://www.footjoy.com/golf-shoes/men/spikeless/flex-xp/010FLX.html?dwvar_010FLX_color=56270#q=green&lang=en_US&start=4
https://romeomerino.com/collections/full-zips/products/full-zip?variant=37797221957818
https://www.kleankanteen.com/collections/insulated-classic/products/insulated-water-bottle-20oz
http://shop.sfhat.com/san-francisco-hat-company/slouch-fedora
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bigger as one of the season’s top colors, “ noted 
Kia Zalewski, Director of Communications
at Romeo Merino. “Optimistic, hopeful 
colors are going to be a huge trend this year, 
with natural shades and richer hues gaining 
a lot of traction. Rich green hues that refl ect 

nature are going to be seen everywhere.”
As alluded to earlier, another part of golf 
where green comes into play is luck. And 
if the Irish are onto something, there’s no 
doubt a lot of players are incorporating green 
wherever it is a part of their game.

So, whether playing on a breezy oceanside 
course, a cool, windy track inland, a warm 
desert layout or even if business/vacation 
travel takes your game on the road, Golf Plus 
has you covered from head to toe and more…
in green. We invite you to take a look.  

These limited edition Green Strider Lite 
342 shoes from Royal Albartross are 
handcrafted in Portugal using Italian 
leather, suede & breathable mesh uppers.

9

Volvik’s S4 ball features a 
four-piece BISMUTH dual core 
construction, patented VU-X 
Urethane cover, 90 compression 
and 336 dimples, providing 
outstanding control and 
consistency.

11 Comprised of 100% cotton with bold 
stitching, this stylish flower print cap 
from Volvik is built to endure using 
high quality material and manufacturing 
processes.

12

Made of fine cabretta leather, 
Ed Young’s camo glove 
features a design pattern of 
golf clubs, bunkers and greens 
printed in light green on dark 
green. The company also 
offers a special glove humidor 
to extend the life of your golf 
gloves. 

13

This green cap from Ed Young is a 
5-panel, 100% cotton stylish sporting 
form of headwear that features a golf 
camo pattern that is all clubs, bunkers 
and greens. One size fits all with an 
adjustable strap on the back.

14

What you get with 
Volvik’s new Vivid 
line is low driver 
spin, high launch and 
more distance driven 
by the company’s 
Nano Bi High Energy 
Resilient Core. And 
as the name implies, 
vivid colors were 
developed to improve 
increased visibility 
in flight and on the 
ground.

10

https://us.albartross.com/collections/mens-spikeless-golf-shoes/products/the-strider-lite-342-edition-golf-shoe?variant=
https://volvik.com/product/new-vivid
https://volvik.com/?s=S4&post_type=product
https://volvik.com/product/vivid-floral
https://theedyoung.com/collections/golf-gloves/products/the-glove
https://theedyoung.com/collections/headwear-golf-caps/products/the-golf-camo-cap-with-green-grass


but the belief that he’s still got it is raging 
inside him. He announced as much at the 
family dining table couple of weeks before 
that a win was incoming.
We have seen Phil’s journey through the 
years but imagine being Richard Bland 
at 48 years of age, in his 478th start and 
having the week of your life. A career made 
out of yo-yoing amongst the European & 
the Challenge Tours for over two decades, 
fi nally came to the public consciousness at 
the British Masters. Bland’s career fi t the 
profi le of a journeyman’s; a deeply skillful 
player who could compete with golf’s best, 
but never could get himself over the top. 

You felt a sense of 
‘this is why we play 
the game’ watching 
him become the oldest 
fi rst time winner on the 
European Tour. 
Our pros are also back 
on tour after a break so 
big up to Tvesa on the 
LET, Shubhankar on the 
European Tour who are 
looking to get into AIG 
Women’s Open & the 
US Open respectively. 
Their top ten fi nishes in 
the last week will give a 
big boost to them. Rahil 
Gangjee is also shining, 

who’s braving it out in Japan and putting in 
consistent performances. Hopefully a win is 
round the corner as it has been a while we 
have seen an Indian win on the international 
stage. The Asian Tour restarting will give a 
boost and will the best bet, let’s try and start 
that car! 
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FROM MY DIARY… By Brandon de Souza

JUNE 2021

Phil ‘The Thrill’ 
Mickelson proved 
age is just a 
number and 
kept belting out 
‘bombs’ on his 
way to a famous, 
stylish PGA 
Championship 
victory at age 50!

Brandon de Souza is the President of Golf Industry 
Association. He is the Chairman & Managing 
Director of Tiger Sports Marketing & Brandon de 
Souza Management Services. He advises brands 

on using golf as a platform.

A game for the ages; all the 
ages. Nothing else comes 
to mind when I think of 
the month we have just 
witnessed. The golden 

‘oldies’ came out to party in Europe as well 
as in America. It was refreshing, honest and 
a re-iterance of the fact that golf is a sport 
like no other where anyone, anytime has a 
crack at glory. If you have the perseverance, 
the belief in yourself and the ability to work 
harder to go along with your talent, you 
can win at any age and after any number of 
years on tour.
We should have predicted Stewart Cink 
would inspire pros around the 50 years of 
age mark when he won at the start of the 
season back in September 2020. Not only 

did he set the tone, but won again in April 
2021 making him the fourth player to win 
twice in the same PGA Tour season after 
turning 47, joining the illustrious Sam 
Snead, Julius Boros and Kenny Perry. 
Phil ‘The Thrill’ Mickelson proved age 
is just a number and kept belting out 
‘bombs’ on his way to a famous, stylish 
PGA Championship victory at age 50! Phil 
started on the Champions Tour this season, 
won twice and most of us thought we might 
not get to see a tournament win, let alone a 
major championship by him. He’s looked 
fresh the past couple of years and when I 
talk about belief in one’s self, I am talking 
about him. He doesn’t really 
have the expectations of 
winning every week anymore 
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olfi ng greats like Sam Snead and Lee 
Trevino considered Moe Norman as 
the greatest ball striker the world has 
seen and Ben Hogan was astonished 
to see him hitting accidents (a straight 
ball fl ight without any top spin) 

shot after shot. Unfortunately, Moe Norman is 
also the greatest golfer who chose not to play 
championships for various reasons. Surely, he 
was shy and afraid of crowds but part of the 
problem was that he could never understand 
the slow play indulged into by players. Slow 
play has been a raging pandemic in golf and 
certainly deprived us to watch the wizardry of 
Moe Norman. 
Regulating bodies for golf (R&A and USGA) 
have been grappling with the problem of 
slow play since long and USGA in particular 
have taken it seriously in recent years by 
commissioning some scientifi c studies and by 
hiring persons with professional qualifi cations 
rather than leaving it to ‘passionate’ members 
to navigate through. Publications like Golf 
Digest also have contributed by getting experts 
on ‘motion’ or ‘fl ow’ to contribute towards the 
solutions. It also seems true that both USGA 
and R&A have taken lot of time to acknowledge 
the problem and the national associations have 
neither noticed it nor have developed any 
understanding. 
Slow play has often been defi ned as a bad habit 
acquired by a golfer over time or is considered 
to be a by-product of etiquettes having been 
poorly learnt by the golfer. The malady is 
therefore curable by getting player centric rules 
like timing, grids, marshalling etc. in place. 
Undoubtedly some measures make a difference 
and in particular implementation of ‘Ready’ 
golf (to play a shot when ready) which has now 
been included in the new Rules in the Etiquettes 
section.

Defining Slow Play 
Golf courses are often run by emotions and 
it’s common to fi nd courses defi ning 18 holes 
rounds randomly as 4-hour rule or something 
similar. Golf courses arrive at these fi gures 
by making some vague calculations without 
examining their design features and course 
management practices. Dean Knuth did some 

impressive studies on behalf of the USGA and 
was of the opinion that any course with a rating 
below 135 should not be taking more than 4 
hrs. and 12 minutes and reasonably competent 
golfers should be able to fi nish 18 holes in less 
than 3 hours and 48 minutes. The epidemic of 
slow play has been causing concern to everyone 
since the 1960s and golf courses have to take 
decisions based on business reasoning rather 
than relying on emotions.

Golfers Alone Are Not to 
Blame 
There’s far more hidden behind the image of a 
slow golfer which contributes to slowing down 
play in a golf course. Enough studies have been 
done in developed golfi ng countries to show 
interesting results. The studies are important in 
our context as they are completely missing here. 
It’s clear that a good course design and good 
course management practices can take care of 
most problems including the slow players who 
are essentially outliers. 

Bottlenecks are Results of 
Positioning 
Studies show that an average player takes 
about an hour to actually play (swinging 
clubs), another 2 hours in walking and the 
balance is spent on waiting. The problem lies 
in positioning and early merger of streams of 
golfers and just like slow drivers, slow golfers 
alone do not cause logjams.

Course Design 
It’s often seen that new developments focus 
on ego centric design features and developers 
often boast about ‘longest’, ‘most diffi cult’ or 
other similar features. Most such features are a 
recipe for the course to be a promoter of slow 
play and generally lacks fl ow which creates 
frustrating choke points. Interestingly, a round 
having some waiting intervals at choke points is 
less enjoyable than another round fl owing with 
a slow tempo even if the overall time taken is 
the same. It has often been suggested that course 
design must create a homogeneously fl owing 
traffi c on the course by taking into account 
following factors -
 (a) Recreational Golfers Drive Golf 

by Wg Cdr Arun Kumar Singh (Retd)
President, GCS&MAI

Business. The business of golf is driven by 
recreational golfers and middle or high handicap 
golfers are the ones who are in majority. 
Course design must take their skill levels into 
consideration while designing a course. Back 
tees can be part of design to accommodate 
one odd tournament for highly skilled players. 
In general, it is suggested by experts that the 
course must adhere to following parameters to 
prevent slow play -

(i) 18 holes should not play longer than 6500 
yards.
(ii) Greens should be limited to a maximum 
size of 700 square metres.
(iii) Hazards should be reduced to the 
minimum to throw an occasional challenge 
but option of more than one type of shot 
should be available.
(iv) Landing zones should be generous in 
size and shrubs, bushes or high grass should 
be minimal in the areas.

 (b) Gender Neutral Tees. Traditionally, tee 
boxes have been separately laid down for men 
and women golfers (Red). There has been 
a false belief that middle handicap women 
golfers are slower than their male counterparts 
and studies have shown it to far from truth. It 
is also widely acknowledged that older or less 
skilled golfers will maintain a better pace of 
play if they played from the red tee boxes. This 
is resisted by male golfers due to false pride and 
it is therefore better to design tee boxes simply 
as ‘Back’, ‘Regular’ or ‘Forward’ to promote 
quicker pace of play. Designers need to create 
them to accommodate golfers keeping in mind 
age and gender.
 (c) Long Par 5s and Short Par 3s. It is 
advisable to have long Par 5 holes to spread 
golfers on the course and prevent choke points. 

DESIGN AND COURSE  
MANAGEMENT FOR 

ADDRESSING SLOW PLAY 

‘Golfers don’t intend to 
move fast once they pay 

the green fees. They are out 
there to enjoy themselves – 

their weekly walk’.

- Geoffrey Cornish
former President of American Society 

of Golf Course Architects
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Similarly short Par 3 holes even if played from 
forward tees will avoid any potential choking 
and maintain good fl ow.
 (d) Design for the Logistics inside the 
Course. Lot of time (about 75 %) is spent by 
golfers in moving on the course rather than 
actual play. The design has to therefore focus 
on the logistics and one can learn from Disney 
World who make you wait while you think that 
you are on the ride. Golfers are similar in fl ow to 
the cars on highways wherein if you merge the 
traffi c too soon, a gridlock will occur.

Course Management 
 (a) Tee Time Intervals. Golf courses often 
resort to compressing the tee time intervals to 
accommodate more members and also generate 
additional green fees. The starters play a part by 
allowing quicker tee offs to appease members 
and transfer the logjam on the Tee box on to 
the course. This is far more harmful than it 
may seem as the waiting begins from the very 
start and golfers slow down further to play 
deliberately. Frequent waiting also leads to 
poor experience and many golfers even quit the 
game. Lucius Riccio analysed more than 40,000 
rounds of golf and found that slow play was 
more dependent on the crowding inside and the 
way they were released onto the course. It seems 
counterintuitive but increasing the time interval 
seems to be a sure fi x to reduce the epidemic and 
interestingly could also increase the number of 
rounds played. Dean Knuth, in his studies, also 
recommends to never shorten the interval to less 
than 10 minutes. Interestingly, LPGA managed 
to shave off 14 minutes from an average round 
by simply increasing the tee time intervals to 11 
minutes from the standard 10 minutes!

 (b) Course Set UP. Some simple tweaking 
in the way course is set up on busy days like 
weekends can help in improving the pace of 
play. Shortening the overall length, shifting 
play to back tees on Par 5s and reachable Par 
4s (to deter long hitters from waiting to reach 
the green) and playing Par 3s from extremely 
forward tees.
 (C) Clearing Playing Areas. Playing areas to 
be well mowed and widened, bushes or shrubs 
to be trimmed and undergrowth reduced for 
easier spotting of ball and reduce the height of 
rough in the area. Challenges can be thrown at 
errant shots while rewarding good play. 
 (d) Hazards. All hazards and relief areas 
should be clearly marked to prevent individual 
interpretations. Availability of equipment like 
rakes easily to help players take care of the 
hazards does help in shaving off some time 
from a round.
 (e) Carts and Cart Paths. It’s again 
counterintuitive but studies by Dean Knuth 
showed that there was no improvement in pace 
of play when carts were used and allowed to 
roam free on fairways. The rule of limiting 
carts to the paths only, on the other hand, led to 
slowing down of rounds by 15%. Apparently, 
carts improving pace of play is only sales talk 
and perhaps allowing them to roam freely on 
fairways is the preferable option. This would 
entail lesser watering of fairways to keep them 
fi rm and we know that it promotes better play.
 (f) Avoid Overwatering. Overwatering 
not only promotes turf disease and meadow 
grass but also makes fairways softer. This not 
only hampers the movement of carts but also 
reduces ball roll. Harder and fi rmer fairways let 

the ball roll further and reduces time taken by 
recreational golfers.

Finally 
Slow play has been recognised as a raging 
problem since the 1960s and Golf Digest 
even carried it as a cover story in October 
1965. Governing bodies controlling the game 
worldwide were slow in trying to understand 
and address the issues and the ones operating 
at national level made no attempt at all. It 
was rather simplistic to blame slow play on 
players alone especially when tee timings were 
randomly allotted without taking the ability into 
account (especially beginners). The problem is 
largely about ‘fl ow’ as per Dr Andrew Tiger who 
was making predictive models for each course 
or as Dean Knuth said that it was about ‘Playing 
vs. Positioning’. The problems have most of the 
solutions beyond the obvious slow player (made 
slower by aggressive marshals) and lie in the 
fi eld of course design and management.
Finally, it would be good to mull over the 
statement of Geoffrey Cornish, former President 
of American Society of Golf Course Architects 
- ‘Golfers don’t intend to move fast once they 
pay the green fees. They are out there to enjoy 
themselves – their weekly walk’. Joe Jemsek 
who owned many daily fee courses went a step 
further to say - ‘Golfers are paying too much to 
play so feel entitled to take their time’.
The only product which a golf course offers 
is ‘playing experience’ and it can be made 
pleasurable by focussing on design and 
management to eliminate slow play. Quick 
rounds will also mean more rounds and more 
revenue.



Back-to-back birdies 
on the fi nal two holes 
sealed a maiden LET 

victory for French amateur 
Lucie Malchirand at the 
Ladies Italian Open.
The 18-year-old carded a 
fi nal round of 72 at Golf Club 
Margara to give her a one-shot 
win over Finland’s Ursula 
Wikstrom and England’s 
Gabriella Cowley.
Malchirand was competing in 
only her second LET event, 
having fi nished T26 at the 
2020 Lacoste Ladies Open 
De France, but the young star 
held her nerve down the home 
stretch to become the fi rst amateur to win the Ladies Italian Open.
“I’m still shaking from my last putt! It was an amazing day. I played up and down, I made bogeys 
and birdies and bogeys and birdies, so it was quite stressful, but it was really good,” she said.
“On the back nine there are a lot of leaderboards, so I saw my name on top and then going down 
and then back on top. I thought to myself I need to do my best, but I fi nally did it and it’s amazing!
“After my putt on 17, I thought maybe I could do it and then with a par-fi ve 18th I thought this is 
my time. I think my dad is happy, but he was more stressed than me. I saw him on the course, but I 
fi nally did it and I’m so happy. Thank you, dad, for supporting me. Thank you so much.”
On a fi ercely contested fi nal day, it was Scotland’s Michele Thomson who set the early clubhouse 
lead posting a 67 to leave her fi ve-under-par for the tournament.
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MAGICAL MALCHIRAND WINS LADIES ITALIAN OPEN

The LET Access Series announce the 
2021 schedule featuring 14 events 
in 7 different countries, with players 

competing for a combined prize fund of 
€552,500: an increase of €220,000 on the 
2020 season. 
A year on from the monumental Joint 
Venture between the Ladies Professional 
Golf Association (LPGA) and the Ladies 
European Tour and after a year disrupted by 
the COVID-10 pandemic, the 2021 season 
is set to offer opportunities to players from 
25 countries. 
Europe will play host to all the tournaments 
which will take place between May 
and October with fi ve set to take place 
in Sweden, as well as visits to Czech 
Republic, France, Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, and Spain. 
The season is set to get underway at the PGA Championship by Trelleborgs Kommun in 
Sweden between May 27 – 29 and will fi nish at the Santander Golf Tour – LETAS in Spain 
between October 20 – 22. 
Last season Finland’s Tiia Koivisto was crowned LETAS Order of Merit Champion after 
claiming her maiden LETAS title at the Amundi Czech Ladies Challenge and securing a 
runner-up fi nish and two top-5s from fi ve starts. 
The top six players on the 2021 LETAS Order of Merit will earn membership of the Ladies 
European Tour for the 2022 season, while players fi nishing in sixth to 20th positions will 
progress to the fi nal stage of LET Tour School.

L
ee-Anne Pace was the home heroine 
once again as she clinched her fourth 
Investec South African Women’s 
Open title carding a final round of 72 
for a one-shot win over Germany’s 

Leonie Harm.
In the Ladies European Tour (LET) curtain-

raiser Pace’s victory at Westlake Golf Club, 
where she finished the tournament on two-
over-par, meant she became the first woman 
to win the title four times and ensures she 
leads the 2021 Race to Costa del Sol.
“I’m so happy to win again – 2014 was my 

last win on the LET! I hit the ball really well and 
I felt very comfortable on the golf course,” said 
Pace, who has won the 2014, 2015, 2017 and 
2021 editions of the SA Women’s Open.
“It’s always nice to play at home on the LET – 

thank you very much for everyone who came 
over here!”
After play was suspended yesterday, the final 

group had plenty of golf left as they completed 
the third round before heading back out onto 
the course again.
It was Slovenia’s Pia Babnik, the youngest 

member of the LET, who was in the lead at the 
conclusion of the third round having carded a 
69 to see her level-par for the tournament, but 
the 17-year-old had a mixed final round which 
saw her slip out of contention for the win.
Pace, who won the LET Order of Merit in 

2010, enjoyed a solid final round where she 
made two birdies and a bogey on the front 
nine. The 40-year-old made another birdie on 
12 before she dropped two shots on the final 
two holes, but the South African held on to 
seal her tenth LET victory.
“I don’t really know what happened on the 

last two holes, but I guess I had it in the bag,” 
said Pace.

LET ACCESS SERIES ANNOUNCE 2021 SCHEDULE

PACE SECURES HISTORIC 
FOURTH INVESTEC SOUTH 
AFRICAN WOMEN’S OPEN 

VICTORY

Ladies On The Link



For Ariya Jutanugarn, going home also meant revisiting a sour 
memory while lugging around a long victory drought and the 
burden of a nation’s expectations. But all that was cleansed by 

a tasty fi nal-round 63 that took the Honda Thailand winner’s trophy.
Jutanugarn had to wait an hour for the last six players to fi nish as a 
thunderstorm rolled through Siam Country Club. When play resumed, 
Thitikul, who was fi ve strokes ahead of Ariya going into Sunday, was 
unable to birdie the par-5 fi nishing hole to force a playoff.
Jutanugarn became the fi rst Thai to win the Honda eight years after she 
almost took the title at 17 when she came to the fi nal hole with a two-
stroke lead but made a triple bogey 8 that left her one behind Inbee Park.
“I will say on the 18th hole, I had so much going on, something in my 
head about 2013 when I made eight,” Jutanugarn said. “Before I hit 
the shot I told myself, ‘You know what, just do your best and whatever 
happens, I can take it.’ So, I decided to hit it so hard, 3-wood into the 
fairway and hit hard 5-iron pin high.”
“It just feels so good, not only for a Thai player to win, but I’ve had a 
really tough time last two years,” Jutanugarn said, refl ecting on the toll 
taken by her victory drought. “I don’t know how many times I told my 
psychology (team), ‘I want to rest, no more. I want to stop for a while.”
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ARIYA RALLIES FOR 11TH CAREER WIN 

The idea that Taiwan’s Wei-Ling Hsu would win her fi rst LPGA 
Tour title began to take shape as the fi nal group, including 
Thailand’s Moriya Jutanugarn and 2021 Diamond Resorts 

Tournament of Champions winner Jessica Korda, neared the 15th hole 
where Jutanugarn gave up two strokes in the fairway bunker to fi nish 
with a double bogey. On the same hole, Hsu made eagle, giving her a 
three-stroke advantage over the rest of the fi eld heading into the fi nal 
stretch. Korda and Australian Sarah Kemp maintained their cool as they, 
in addition to Jutanugarn, shared second place.  
Hsu, who led the group after the fi rst and co-led after the third, had 
plenty of reasons to win. Not only would it be her fi rst career victory, but 
she’d be able to award Taiwan their fi rst victory since fi ve-time major 
winner on the LPGA Tour, Yani Tseng, won the 2012 Kia Classic.  
“I don’t know like what this win means for [Taiwan], but I really 
hope that I can give them some positive thought and a good energy to 
believe something,” said Hsu who reported on the COVID-19 situation 
in her native country. “You can always believe something and it will 
actually happen. I know people are against to virus right now, sports 
are shutdown, but there is something that the player or the people or the 
Taiwanese playing a different sport out, different country, they can still 
cheer for.”

The fourth career LPGA Tour victory for the 25-year-old 
South Korean was her fi rst LPGA win in fi ve years. She was 
simply sensational in the fi nal round at Sentosa Golf Club in 

Singapore, reeling off eight birdies in an 11-hole stretch beginning at 
No. 5 that put her in the clubhouse at 17-under-par 271.
That fi nal round was an impressive turnaround for Kim, who made 
six bogeys on Saturday to fall fi ve strokes behind Lin, the leader 
after 54 holes. And standing between Kim and Lin going into 
Sunday were Green, who won the 2019 KPMG Women’s PGA, and 
seven-time major winner Park as well as So Yeon Ryu, In Gee Chun 
and Lydia Ko – each of whom has won two majors.
“My goal this year was to get a win, and I’m glad I already achieved 
that,” said Kim, who stayed in South Korea during the pandemic-
ravaged 2020 season and won twice, giving her 12 KLPGA victories. 
“While I was playing on the KLPGA Tour last year, I honed my 
skills and wanted to adapt them to this year on the LPGA, and I’m 
very happy that these results came out.”

WEI LING HSU CAPTURES FIRST CAREER VICTORY

HYO JOO KIM’S SENSATIONAL 64 WINS 
HSBC WOMEN’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Ladies On The Link
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By Digraj Singh

had the opportunity 
to interact with him 
at different stages 
and levels, fi rst as 
the President of the 
Professional Golfers 
Association of India 
(PGAI), then as a 
leading sponsor, as a 

Delhi Golf Club (DGC) lover and fi nally 
also as someone who cared deeply about 
developing Indian golf holistically. I am 
aware of the impact that he has made to 
Indian Golf and wanted to share the same 
with our readers. 
I’m not sure if everyone knows the role which 
Mr Shriram played in developing professional 
golf in India and to get my facts right, I spoke 
with Arvind Khanna, who proactively made 
the visionary offer to the PGAI, to market 
and manage the PGA of India Tour. This were 
essentially a series of tournaments under 
one umbrella and sponsorship structure. A 
structure which would provide an opportunity 

to professional golfers to make a living 
and earn decent revenue through the sport, 
thereby giving them the opportunity to focus 
completely on their games and improve 
as players. It was expected that such a 
structure would enable talent get nurtured, 
showcased and would lead to India producing 
champions. And it required a paradigm 
change in thinking and functioning on several 
fronts. This is what Arvind had to say... 
“So while my parents were good friends of 
Mr. Shriram my real interaction with him 
began during the Tiger Sports days when we 
bid for the rights to market and manage the 
PGA of India Tour which we had proposed. 
Mr Shriram was the President of the PGA 
at that time and understood the need for a 
professional commercial structure to build 
professional golf in India and supported 
the concept totally. We were a bunch of 
youngsters with ideas and as you know, faced 
quite a few challenges during that period, but 
he was amazing with his understanding and 
support and I believe he played an integral 

THANK YOU 
MR. SHRIRAM....

role in building the Tour. 
He was one of the most cooperative people 
in the hierarchy of Indian golf in those days 
and besides helping establish the Tour, during 
my tenure as President, he was instrumental 
in helping me keep the politics at bay, politics 
which existed between the IGU and PGAI 
at that time. He was quite instrumental in 
giving the PGAI an independent shape and 
form. And furthermore, while the initial focus 
was the players and the pro tour, I remember 
conversations with him on how to bring about 
a standardisation of the coaching structure 
and creating employment opportunities 
though the sport. Which I was then able to 
implement with the creation of a coaching 
structure. 
His support to the sport also included him 
sponsoring what was India’s biggest Tour 
event that time, the HONDA SIEL PGA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS of INDIA. And he loved 
DGC. In fact my last interaction with him 
was about three months back when he asked 
me if I would like to be associated with a 

Indian Golf has benefi ted 
tremendously thanks to your 
Vision and support!
I was quite touched when 
out of the blue, I received 
a book “The Legend of 
Bagger Vance” from Mr. 
Siddharth Shriram with a 
short note stating that I may 
enjoy the read. I did. But I 
enjoyed receiving the book 
even more. And this was 
typical of him. Sharing, caring 
and encouraging. And our 
connection was through golf.

Feature
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book he was putting together on Birds at 
DGC. Seriously - what imagination!! And 
then his support to the Caddies at DGC and 
the Caddies Welfare Trust!!
We were all players, trying to do our bit 
for Indian Golf. Guys like Brandon, Rishi, 
yourself and many more, but its people like 
Mr Shriram whose support helped us make 
things happen. I believe that amongst those 
doyens who have helped shape Indian golf, 
people like Pawan Munjal, Gautam Thapar 
and Dilip Thomas, Mr Shriram is right there. 
He gave it shape. And helped us all make our 
contributions too. He was an amazing person 
and will be missed” concluded Arvind, a huge 
contributor to Indian golf himself. 
I remember that it was fun and educative to 
work at his events. He had wonderful and 
totally empowered people on his team who 
seemed to embody his style of functioning and 
were both encouraging and supportive. One of 
them was Anju Munjal who was part of Usha 
International and is currently their Sr Vice 
President. During our various conversations 
in those early days, I remember her telling me 
that Mr Shriram was clear in his mind that 
Sports was good for an individual, community 
and Nation and that playing sports inculcated 
life and leadership lessons. And golf in 
particular embodied these benefi ts. I realised 
from Anju’s sharing that Mr Shriram walked 
his talk, by actually doing something about 
it. Besides professional golf, he sponsored 
Ladies and Junior Golf, things which very few 
companies and Individuals have done in India. 
I must mention that I have always respected 
his sponsorship of the Junior Training 
Programme at the Delhi Golf Club which has 
produced several Indian Champions and while 
it was entirely Mr Shriram’s idea, Anju was 

also involved with it and helped shape it. And 
has Indian golf benefi ted as a result of these 
sponsorships? Absolutely. 
Mr Shriram’s passion for golf was not limited 
to his speaking and writing skills, which 
he had in plenty, but actually translated to 
on ground grassroots work to support the 
development of Indian golf. I wanted to know 
more and spoke to two very senior people 
who knew him well. The fi rst was Maj RS 
Bedi (Retd), the ex-President of Delhi Golf 
Club, under whose tenure the DGC saw the 
redevelopment of the Main Golf Course. A 
Major feat in itself and achieved in record 
time. “Cheeku was the catalyst and it was 
his vision which led to the project being 
conceptualised and then delivered. And he 
supported the project by actually taking care 
of the fees to be paid to Gary Player Design. 
His support to DGC’s Junior programme, 
the caddies, ladies golf, well, I could go on. 
Cheeku was a generous philanthropist, a 
dreamer and a visionary with a passion for 
golf. My friend, you will be missed.” said Maj 
RS Bedi about Mr Shriram, while referring to 
him with his pet name Cheeku. 
And then I spoke with Mr Ramesh Kohli, an 
Ex Captain of Delhi Golf Club, a wonderful 
supporter and patron for Indian Golf himself. 
Mr Kohli is an amazing repository of 
information on Indian golf, especially DGC. 
In fact, he recently presented me the actual 

score sheet of the National Games played 
in 1985. “I’ve known Siddharth since early 
1960s’.  I started golf in 1963 and even then, 
as a student, with an intent to encourage me, 
he gifted me a book – “Portrait of a Golf 
Addict”. I still have it. He had many interests 
and abilities, but what stood out was his pure 
passion for golf. He was equally passionate 
about Delhi Golf Club and taking it to great 
heights and what was done recently with the 
redevelopment was a part of that grand vision 
he had for DGC” said Mr Ramesh Kohli, 
himself an ardent DGC lover. His words 
underlined what everyone who knew Mr 
Shriram had to say about his love for the sport 
and promoting it. Think about it – he was 
sharing books even while in college himself! 
Personally, my last interaction with Mr 
Shriram was when he sponsored an event 
called “Saluting India’s Covid Warriors”, 
very thoughtfully promoted by DGC last year 
to acknowledge the efforts of the frontline 
COVID warriors and to honour members of 
DGC who were playing a role in this battle 
against COVID. It took just one call from Maj 
Bedi to get an immediate confi rmation from 
Mr Shriram. Unfortunately, he succumbed to 
COVID but here again, he had done his bit for 
the battle before going. Yes Sir, Indian Golf 
has benefi ted tremendously thanks to your 
vision and efforts at all levels. And tangible 
results have been seen. THANK YOU!! We 
will miss you Sir.

Feature

I’m not sure if everyone 
knows the role which 
Mr Shriram played in 
developing professional 
golf in India and to get 
my facts right, I spoke 
with Arvind Khanna, 
who proactively made 
the visionary off er to 
the PGAI, to market 
and manage the PGA 
of India Tour.



SLW Golf Management.
A number of children benefi tted by the event 
which would be held every year in the same 
unique format.
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Club News

T
he adage -‘Golf is life’ came true for 
a number of children suffering from 
Congenital Heart Defects (CHD) as 
the Rotary club of South Delhi gave 
birth to an initiative which focuses on 

the fatal disease affl icting children. The event 
aptly named A Gift of life brought together a 
large number of golfers in support of the cause. 
In India almost 3 Lac children are born with 
CHD annually with 25% of them requiring 
treatment in the fi rst year itself.  
The unique International golf tournament was 
the fi rst virtual event of its kind wherein the 
participants could play a course of their choice 
anywhere in the world. The tournament had an 
inaugural event at the Delhi Golf Club which 
saw whole hearted participation from the 
golfers who pledged their support to the cause. 
Speaking on the occasion RCDS President, 
Mr. Pradeep Kumar said, “Gift of Life is an 
International program by Rotary, adopted by 
our club, to help children from underprivileged 
homes to fi ght the life-threatening heart 
defects that they are born with. Not getting the 
right treatment at the right time, most often 
results in untimely death or disabilities. This 
unique, fi rst of its kind, International Hybrid 
Golf Event, is the humble attempt by our club 
to get the good-hearted individuals together to 

GOLF GIVES A GIFT OF LIFE!

give the gift of life to these infants, while they 
get to play the best shot of their game.”
Dream Girl of the Indian Cinema Hema 
Malini along with Cricketer Kapil Dev & Mr. 
K.P Singh of DLF  swung to create awareness 
bringing the much-neglected cause into the 
limelight. Golfers worldwide extended their 
support to the  tournament. 
The Rotary Club of Delhi South has committed 
itself to the cause for the next ten years to make 
a reasonable impact in providing treatment to 
a majority of the under privileged children 
suffering from the disease.
A number of organizations came forward to 
support the cause some of the prominent ones  
being the Container Corporation of India,DLF, 
DeBeers, Cosmos, Shakti Pulleys. The event 
was made successful with the express support 
of Child Heart Foundation, Quick Relations & 



T
he 6 foot 3 inch tall 25-year-old 
from the DLF Golf & Country Club, 
Gurugram, fi rst made an impression 
on the PGTI in his rookie season in 
2016 when he posted four top-10s to 

claim 32nd place on the Order of Merit.
In the following seasons, Veer made rapid 
strides on the tour with top-20 fi nishes in the 
money list in 2017 and 2018 and a career-best 
5th position in the 2019 PGTI Rankings when 
he broke the victory barrier in Digboi.
Veer, one of three players to make three 
eagles in a round on the PGTI, has also had 
a fruitful 2020-2021 season so far having 
registered seven top-10s, the most in the 
season along with Khalin Joshi.
Ahlawat, placed seventh on the PGTI merit 
list in the current season, said, “I feel I’ve 
gained a lot of experience and matured as a 
player over the last fi ve years since turning 
professional. Now I’m confi dent of my ability 

to put myself in contention regularly and win 
tournaments. I believe this changed mindset 
has been the key to my consistent run this 
season.
“It’s not about just making cuts anymore. 
I’m now aiming for the stars. Now 
even a bad fi nish by my own 
standards is not actually a 
bad fi nish.”
Veer, known as one of 
the longest hitters on the 
tour, analyzed his game, 
saying, “My long-driving 
ability helps me set up a lot 
of birdie chances as I fl y it to 
an average of 300 to 305 yards. 
I also hit it straight. So that sets me 
up well.
“However, in order to add more wins on 
the tour, I feel I need to sharpen my short-
game even more. I was lacking a bit in my 

short-game earlier and because of that in 
pressure situations I couldn’t hole as many 
putts or make that many saves from around 
the green. But recently I’ve worked a lot 
on these aspects and I feel there’s huge 

improvement,” said Ahlawat, the son of 
an Army offi cer.

With the pandemic forcing the 
temporary closure of golfi ng 
facilities in the Delhi-NCR 
region, Veer, like many other 
pro golfers, has innovated 
and adopted new methods of 
practicing indoors while at 

home.
He said, “I’m working on putting at 

home on my carpet and swinging in front 
of the mirror to stay in tune.”
Watch out for this promising talent.

VEER 
AHLAWAT
A PICTURE OF 
CONSISTENCY
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Veer Ahlawat, a winner on the PGTI in 2019, has been a picture of consistency on the tour 
for the last few seasons.

“I’ve gained a 
lot of experience and 

matured as a player over the 
last fi ve years since turning pro. 
I’m now confi dent of my ability 

to put myself in contention 
regularly and win 

tournaments.”



I
n his 10 appearances in the current season, 
Manu, who hails from the DLF Golf & 
Country Club, Gurugram, has clinched 
fi ve top-10s and as a result occupies eighth 
place on the PGTI Order of Merit.

Gandas, one of India’s leading amateurs prior 
to turning professional, attributes his recent 
successful run to his much-improved iron-
play, a changed mindset and full recovery 
from past injuries.
Manu, usually a man of few words, said, “My 
short-game has always been my strength and 
my iron-play one of my weaknesses. So I put 
in a lot of work into my iron-play and this 
season my iron shots have been one of the 
highlights of my game.
“I also realized that I was playing quite 
conservatively in previous seasons which 

wasn’t getting me the results I expected. 
Therefore, I decided to change my approach 
by playing a little more aggressively which 
has yielded good results for me this season.
“The other factor that has contributed to my 
good performances recently is the fact that 
I have been injury-free after a long time. 
Injuries in my wrist and ankle hampered my 
game for the last two years. But now I’ve 
fully recovered from these injuries which has 
in turn raised my performance level.”
Gandas, still searching for his maiden 
professional title, secured a career-best 
runner-up fi nish at the Glade One Masters 
held in Ahmedabad earlier this year.
“I feel the extra bit that I need to do in 
order to win is to stay in the present and 
strike a good balance between caution and 

aggression,” said Manu, who represented 
India at the 2014 Incheon Asian Games.
Gandas comes from a sporting family as 
his father Badan Singh is a well-known 
swimming coach and yoga instructor 
based in Gurugram. Manu’s elder sisters 
have been national level judokas. Manu 
himself participated in judo and swimming 
competitions when he was much younger 
before he set his heart on becoming a golfer.
Gandas is also artistically inclined as 
sketching is one interest that he has been 
pursuing since childhood.
He said, “Sketching is something I enjoy a lot 
as it helps me express myself and also unwind 
at the same time.”
Gandas took to golf coaching late last year 
which he feels has helped him grow as a 
player.
“Coaching is a new experience but it has 
given me the chance to see the game from a 
different perspective and helped me analyze 
my game better,” added the mild-mannered 
Manu, who now aims to focus on target 
practice for better scoring, once his home 
course reopens after the lockdown.

MAN OF FEW WORDS, LETS HIS CLUBS 
DO THE TALKING

MANU GANDAS

Tw e n t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d  M a n u  G a n d a s ,  w h o  t u r n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  h a s  s o  f a r 
e n j o y e d  h i s  b e s t  s e a s o n  o n  t h e  P G T I  i n  2 0 2 0 - 2 1 . 

“The 
extra bit that I 

need to do in order 
to win is to stay in the 
present and strike a 

good balance between 
caution and 
aggression.”
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S
hubhankar Sharma (70-69-65-67) 
posted a total of 13-under-271 at 
the Made in HimmerLand event in 
Denmark to secure his season-
best fi nish of tied eighth on the 

European Tour.
Shubhankar, who had claimed three top-30s 
earlier in the season, got his game going 
with a decent fi nish of tied 34th at the 
Betfred British Masters. The following 
week at Made in HimmerLand, the 24-year-
old carried forward the momentum with 
four sub-par rounds that earned him the 
top-10 fi nish.
Shubhankar thus moved up 27 spots to 99th 
place (on May 30th) in the European 
Tour’s Race to Dubai standings. He 
also made big gains in the Offi cial 
World Golf Ranking (OWGR), rising 
54 spots to 386th position (on May 
31st).
With two events remaining on the 
European Tour – Porsche European Open 
and Scandinavian Mixed Hosted by Henrik 
& Annika – before the cut-off date (June 
21) for the Tokyo Olympics qualifi cation, 
Shubhankar is still in with a chance to 
qualify for the quadrennial mega-event.
Anirban Lahiri, currently ranked 354 in 
the world, also has a chance of qualifying 
for the Olympics as he has one event 
left to play on the PGA Tour before the 
cut-off date for qualifying – Palmetto 
Championship at Congaree.
Rahil Gangjee (69-66-72) totaled nine-
under-207 for the week at the 54-hole 
Gateway To The Open Mizuno Open 
to record his season-best fi nish of 
tied 10th on the Japan Golf Tour.
The 42-year-old Gangjee had two 
impressive weeks on the trot in Japan as 
he fi rst clinched tied 11th place at the Golf 
Partner Pro-Am Tournament and then 

SEASON-BEST FINISHES FOR SHUBHANKAR SHARMA AND RAHIL GANGJEE

followed it up with an even better tied 10th 
the next week at the Gateway To The Open 
Mizuno Open.
Rahil, as a result, moved up nine spots to 

52nd position (on May 30th) in the Japan 
Golf Tour’s Order of Merit. He also surged 
in the OWGR, climbing 94 spots to 651st 
place (on May 31st).

The month of May saw the Indian duo of Shubhankar Sharma and Rahil Gangjee register their 
season-best fi nishes on the European Tour and Japan Golf Tour respectively.

Shubhankar 
Sharma moved up 

27 spots to 99th place (on 
May 30th) in the European 

Tour’s Race to Dubai standings.

Rahil 
Gangjee moved 

up nine spots to 52nd 
position (on May 30th) in the 

Japan Golf Tour’s Order of Merit. 
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INDIANS AT THE US OPEN
As the month of June witnesses the US Open, the third golf Major of the year, here’s a look at the past performances 
and records of Indians at the US Open.

FIVE INDIANS HAVE PLAYED AT THE US OPEN

Jeev Milkha Singh has most 
appearances at the US Open (5) among 
Indians.

Jeev Milkha Singh was the fi rst Indian 
to play the US Open when he appeared 
at the 2002 edition at Bethpage State 

Park in Farmingdale, New York. It was 
also Jeev’s debut at the Majors and he 
made the cut.

Shiv Kapur’s tied 23rd fi nish at the 
2014 edition played at Pinehurst, North 
Carolina, has been the best result for an 

Indian at the US Open.

Shubhankar Sharma became the youngest 
Indian to play the US Open when he 
appeared at the 2018 edition at the 
age of 21 years at Shinnecock Hills in 
Southampton, New York.

Jeev 
Milkha Singh
5 appearances 
(2002, 2006, 2007, 

2009, 2016)

Anirban 
Lahiri

3 appearances 
(2015, 2016, 2019)

Shiv 
Kapur 

2 appearances 
(2014, 2015)

Shubhankar 
Sharma

1 appearance 
(2018)

Arjun 
Atwal

1 appearance 
(2010)



PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

6 International Wins

4 Wins on the Asian Tour

5 Major Appearances: 
US Open - 2
The Open - 3

Best finish by an Indian 
at the US Open (Tied 
23rd in 2014) 

Asian Tour Rookie of the 
Year in 2005

Arjuna Award for the 
year 2002

Won the individual Gold 
Medal at the 2002 Busan 
Asian Games 

S H I V  K A P U R
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PGTI deeply mourns the passing of Mr. Siddharth Shriram, Mr. Shiv Prakash, Mr. Yusuf Ali and 
Mr. Kiran Meda. We extend our heartfelt condolences to their families.

MR. SIDDHARTH SHRIRAM
was one of the greatest supporters of Indian golf. 
He sponsored several professional and amateur golf 
tournaments in India and was instrumental in setting up 
the first professional tour in the country.

MR. SHIV PRAKASH
was one of the leading players on the Indian professional 
circuit in the 1990s. The Kanpur golfer won 18 titles on 
the Indian professional circuit and competed regularly on 
the PGTI till 2011.

MR. YUSUF ALI
had two titles to his credit on the Indian professional circuit. 
The Kolkata golfer competed regularly on the PGTI till 2011.    

MR. KIRAN MEDA’S
family has made a monumental contribution in promoting 
golf in India and nurturing champion golfers for India. 

CONDOLENCE  MESSAGE






