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The Month of June ended on a somber note 
as India lost one of the most iconic athlete 
to Covid19. The Flying Sikh, Milkha Singh 

passed away in Chandigarh. Earlier on he had lost 
his wife to covid19 and within a few days himself 
succumbed to post Covid complications. The couple 
had been admitted to the ICU in 
PGI hospital a fortnight earlier to 
get treated for Covid. Both were 
passionate golfers and regulars at 
the Chandigarh Golf Club.
The 2nd wave of the pandemic 
has proved to be deadlier than 
the earlier version resulting in 
fatalities in cross section of ages 
and genders. Almost all have 
been impacted with some of us 
losing a near and dear one. The 
2nd wave has also affected all activities commercial 
as well as leisure. While sports is bouncing back it is 
yet to rebound to its pre covid status. India has been 
hard hit by the 2nd wave turning it into a pariah with 
most of the world wary of Indians as we were the 
epicenter of the second wave. The non-recognition 
of Indian vaccines has been another big setback as 
all countries in the world barring a dozen have kept 
their doors locked for Indians.
The Indian Open was another casualty of the pan-
demic in India. Slated to be held in October this year 

the event fell victim to the pandemic as international 
players may have shown reluctance to travel to 
India.
On the international front The Tokyo Olympics 2020 
are on schedule but under duress as the opinions 
are divided on the sanity of holding the event in the 

current times. Golf at the 
Olympics will be held at the 
Kasumigaseki Country Club 
East Course in Tokyo from 
the 29 July to 1st August 
2021 for men and  4th to 
the 7th of August 2021 for 
the Ladies category. Indian 
Golf Squad will comprise of 
Anirban Lahiri, Aditi Ashok 
and Udayan Mane. While 
Anirban and Aditi have quali-

fi ed for the second time, Udayan will play for the 
fi rst time. We wish them luck and hope they come 
through for India.
Happy reading!
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Sadhguru: Nothing in the outside world is 
certain, that’s a fact. It’s uncertain and that’s 
what makes it challenging. Uncertainty 
means things are changing; in other words 
there is no limbo. If you are walking fast, 
every step is new terrain. This new terrain is 
what you are calling “uncertainty” right now. 

Uncertainty Means 
Possibilities in Life
For those seeking opportunity, uncertainty is 
the best time. Those who have a vision will 
make it a possibility; those who don’t, will 
look at it as a problem. But, because you are 
in a constant state of compulsive reaction in 

your mind, you are seeking certainty.

Certainty is a state of limbo. If there is 
certainty there is status quo, isn’t it? Status 
quo in a business, political or social situation 
means nothing changes; nothing evolves. By 
seeking certainty, ultimately, you are pitching 
for stagnation. If things are stagnant, you will 

If you think 
yoy ur work issss  

imimpoportant, the fifirrst 
ththiningg yyou should do is 
woworkrk uupop n yoururseself, so 

ththatat iinnteernally y yyou ara e a a
ststabablele bbeing, non mmata ter

whw at the situauatitioon is
externalallyly.

LIFE IS UNCERTAIN
BUT UNCERTAINTY IS FREEDOM

Feature
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all that you have is the experience of life. 
The important thing is how you experience 
it. So, if your interiority is in a non-
compulsive, conscious state, then you 
determine your experience. With situations, 
you determine only part of them, the world 
determines a part of them. But how you 
experience life is one hundred percent in 
your hands.

The Formula for Blissful 
Chemistry Within
If you think your work is important, the fi rst 
thing you should do is work upon yourself, 
so that internally you are a stable being, 
no matter what the situation is externally. 
When you are running a large business or 
enterprise, it’s not just about you. Often, 
there are another thousand people involved 
with you. So how you handle a situation not 
only impacts your life, but another thousand 
lives. Once you grow, the challenges will 
naturally grow; there’s no question about 
it. But if you want to get into a jockey’s 
place where you want to handle the horse, 
if you want to handle a situation, no matter 
how large, the fi rst thing you have to do is 
equip yourself. I can teach you a way with 
which you can create a stable and blissful 
chemistry within yourself, your ability to 
deal with all the variety of ups and downs in 
life can be greatly, greatly enhanced. How? 
With yoga.

Yoga gives you this possibility that if 
you simply sit here, there is a little space 
between you and your body, there is a little 
space between you and your mind, and 
there is a little space between you and the 
world. Once you create this space within 
you, once you know what is you and what 

get bored. If things are happening rapidly, 
then you don’t have the balance to handle 
it. So, the problem is not with uncertainty; 
the problem is your interiority has become 
uncertain. If we have to fi x the whole world 
for you to be peaceful, that’s never going 
to happen. What we have to do instead is 
fi x your interiority. What do we mean by 
that? It means, if your interiority is not 
compulsive, you will handle every situation 
to the best of your ability. Maybe you can’t 
handle it like someone else, but you will 
handle it to the best of your ability, that’s 
about it. You won’t suffer every situation 
you come across simply because you are in 
a compulsive state of reaction.

Freedom From Certainty & 
Uncertainty
Interiority is a dimension by itself. It cannot 
be crafted according to external situations – 
“there is certainty in life right now, so I will 
have one kind of interiority.” “Now there 
is uncertainty, so I will have another kind 
of interiority.” “When people around me 
are sweet, I’ll have one kind of interiority. 
When people are nasty, I will have another 
kind of interiority.” It doesn’t work that 
way. It is not something you determine; it is 
something that is. So, how to keep it? Well, 
there is no way to keep it. If it is conscious, 
it won’t be compulsive.

You came here without any investment. 
And you will leave without any capital in 
your hand. Whatever happens in-between, 
you are anyway on the profi t side, because 

isn’t, that is the end of suffering. When 
there is no fear of suffering, you will be able 
to look at everything with utmost clarity 
and address every issue to the best of your 
intelligence and capability. Situations will 
never overwhelm you.

112 Ways to Immediate 
and Ultimate Wellbeing
When I say yoga, I don’t mean yoga 
in a studio in Mumbai or LA or on 
television. Yoga has to be approached 
in a comprehensive way. Yoga offers a 
systematic way of working upon your 
interiority by showing you 112 ways in 
which you can address your immediate and 
ultimate wellbeing. It is an entire science 
and technology. If you invest 30-40 minutes 
a day, we can ensure that in terms of vitality 
in your body and mind, you will be at least 
10 years younger in the next six months. 
And your ability to create and manage 
things will be such that what you can do 
right now in 8 hours, you will very easily do 
it in 4-5 hours. If you are sleeping 8 hours 
a day, very easily you can bring it down to 
5-6 hours a day without stressing the body. 
So, 40 minutes of investment will give you 
extra time, extra clarity, extra possibility, 
and defi nitely extra money!

In other words, yoga is the technology 
that lets you read the user’s manual of the 
most sophisticated gadget – the human 
mechanism. If you know how to handle 
the human mechanism, then what about 
external situations? Well, some you can 
handle, some you can’t. But as long as you 
know how to handle yourself, it is not really 
a problem. It may be a challenge, but it’s 
not a problem. There are only situations and 
situations and situations in life. Only those 
who don’t know how to handle them label 
them as a “problem.”

You Need Clarity not 
Certainty in Life
Don’t think in terms of how to turn 
everything into something else. Learn how 
to see everything for what it is. For this you 
need clarity. If you need clarity, you need 
an unclouded and unprejudiced mind, a 
mind which is not in a state of confusion, 
but in the lap of consciousness. That mind 
will see everything as it is. Once it is like 
this, if you want to turn everything into an 
opportunity it’s up to you, or you can enjoy 
it as it is. The greatest possibilities in life 
are its uncertainties.

 

Yoga is the 
technology that 
lets you read the 

user’s manual of the 
most sophisticated 
gadget – the human 

mechanism.

- SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY 
MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN 
INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, 
MYSTIC, VISIONARY AND A 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING 
AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS 
BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA 
VIBHUSHAN BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST 
ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, 
ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

Feature



primarily for developing Junior Golf, saw 
the IGU spending much more - USD 2.25 
Million, over 5 years (2013-2018) on Junior 
golf and related activities. 

Arnaud Laborde, Sponsorship Manager 
at Rolex, wrote “We have enjoyed our 
Partnership and we trust that it was helpful 
to support and develop golf and the next 
generation of Champions in India.” Indeed 
Arnaud, the current crop of top Indian 
professionals on Tour, are all products of our 
junior programs. We also have a robust lot of 
amateurs waiting to showcase their talents, 
COVID, notwithstanding.

LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS 
The IGU’s Long Term Development Plans, 
so essential for us, as the NSF, to obtain and 
retain our status, enumerates clearly how 
and where we are going to raise money and 
spend it on. Without a doubt, sponsors will 
also play a key role in this process of raising 
money. 

For this, sponsors need to know what our 
strategy plan is and what vision the IGU has 
for the game.

Readers will be aware of the Tee20 Strategy 
Document, that highlighted the plan, released 

P
erhaps Ralph Waldo Emerson 
meant that when he said, “Money 
often costs too much”! The IGU is 
no different from any organization 
in the world. It does need money 

and has found, to its chagrin, the cost of 
raising it, has been at the cost of other things.

As the Treasurer of the body, I am aware of 
the need to be able to draw a line between 
raising money and being bound to it, 
raising money and conserving it and doing 
everything  to raise money and spending it. 
We must move very quickly, from “earn and 
save” to “spend and earn”.

As the NSF and the custodian for all Golf, in 
India, with a rich legacy that began in 1955, 
with legendary Clubs as its founders, with 
stalwarts, thinking way ahead of their times 
as leaders, the IGU is poised, in my opinion, 
at remarkably interesting crossroads.

THANK YOU, ROLEX
Our decade long partnership with ROLEX, 
has recently ended.  Post a discussion, the 
parting was most amicable with both sides 
expressing deep gratitude and satisfaction 
with the relationship. 

There is no doubt that this partnership, with 
Rolex, contributing USD 250,000 per annum, 

to the Nation, in 2012, by our then President 
and Chief of Army Staff, Gen.Bikram Singh.

With all that has fl owed under the IGU 
bridge, the time has come for us to refresh 
our goals and restate our mission parameters. 
While the Council of the IGU debates this, 
we would like to communicate our intent to 
balance the books, by working diligently to 
raise money through its initiatives and also to 
seek support from various sponsors.

While leaving it to the collective wisdom 
of our Council to decide the way forward, 
in my estimation the two key areas are; the 
World Handicap System on the revenue side 
and Junior & Grassroot development, on the 
expenditure side.

WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM
One of our key areas to buttress our revenue 
streams is to drive efforts to sign up every 
single golfer, in our country, to WHS. The 
undeniable fact is that every other software 
that is being used in India is incorrect, illegal 
and untenable and must be discontinued 
forthwith. The WHS is the only software 
that is allowed in India (and world over) and 
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Ishwar Achanta
Hon. Treasurer & Chairman - International Relations 
Committee of the Indian Golf Union,
Director- Asia Pacifi c Golf Confederation
Admin Committee Member – International Golf Federation

MONEY, DOES IT 
COST TOO MUCH?



we urge and encourage Clubs, communities 
and individuals to switch over, soonest. All 
revenues from WHS will be earmarked for 
Junior and Grass roots development and this 
is the need of the hour.

JUNIOR & GRASSROOTS 
DEVELOPMENT
The National Initiative for Golf in Schools 
(NIGS) is the brainchild of our past President, 
Raian Irani.  A small apology is due to this 
tall leader, for the pace of implementing this 
far-reaching concept. Rest assured Raian, we 
will make amends, better late than never! 

The cornerstone of this comprehensive 
program requires a class of trainer, called 
“Golf Development Volunteers (GDV)” to 
be trained.

Based on a student to GDV ratio at 1:10, it 
is expected that 66,000 school children will 
be trained, per year, over 5 years, at an all up 
cost of INR 15.2 crores, which includes cost 
of training the trainers, training GDV’s, (in 
Tier 2 & 3 cities as well) equipment, GDV 
honorarium etc.

Out of the total of 66,000 students, it is 
expected that 2% of this group, would 
graduate to a formal junior program 
organized by the State Golf Associations 
(SGA’s), at their Member Clubs. 

The Junior Development program, thus calls 
for an expenditure of INR 11.5 crores, over 5 
years covering relocation of coaches, range 
balls and kits, excellence squads, club junior 
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squads, green fee sponsorships and junior 
golf scholarships.

WHY WE NEED SPONSORS
In a cricket crazy country, corporate sponsors 
for the game of cricket are easy to fi nd. For 
sports like Golf, despite attempting to shed 
its elitist tag, special efforts are to be made 
to grow the game with special relationships 
that ultimately need corporate sponsorships.

Dominic Wall, the R&A’s Regional Director, 
shared with me,” The Unleash your Drive” 
campaign of www.golf-foundation.org . This 
is a research project to design a golf-based 
life-skills programme, which developed 
the Mental Toughness and resilience of the 
participants involved. 

In India, as a moot point, the IGU, through 
the efforts of the R&A, is on the verge 
of teaming up with Magic Bus, which is 
a 22-year-old organisation that equips 
children and young people in the age group 
of 12 to 18, with the skills and knowledge 
they need, to grow up and move out of 
poverty. Currently, Magic Bus works with 
375,000 children who are on their journey 
to complete secondary education in 22 
states and 80 districts of India, and in Nepal, 

Bangladesh and Myanmar and the idea is to 
introduce Golf and its life altering, inherent 
positive values.

Hence sponsorship of golf is not just limited 
to brand enhancement - the world needs 
philanthropists like to you to alleviate the 
sufferings of those less fortunate than us. 
In India, the avenue for a CSR spend is 
available and I urge all of you to dig in deep 
and support the IGU’s plans to develop 
grassroot Golf. 

Eventually, any sponsorships to raise funds 
for the IGU will only be through mutually 
benefi cial exposure that lays the foundation 
for a long-term relationship. 

INNOVATIVE 
PARTNERSHIPS
The USGA website shows a very innovative 
sponsorship agreements with CISCO (to use 
technology to enhance the fan experience, 
with MARVEL (bringing Golf to life 
through printed and digital Comic books) 
and DELLOITE (to accelerate the impact on 
the game of golf).

We need to think out of the box too, to raise 
the bar and take this game to the next level, 
in our country.

In a cricket crazy country, 
corporate sponsors for the 
game of cricket are easy 

to fi nd. For sports like 
Golf, despite attempting 

to shed its elitist tag, 
special eff orts are to be 
made to grow the game 
with special relationships 

that ultimately need 
corporate sponsorships.



TECHNICAL
WHS - Concept of Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC) integral to 
computing Handicap Differential, not prevalent in the E Handicap 
software being used by Indian clubs, presently.

E HANDICAP ADMITS THAT ITS SOFTWARE can be confi gured to 
ONLY approximate the WHS system, its customizable handicap system 
cannot be confi gured to match it.

3. WILL A HANDICAP GIVEN BY E 
HANDICAP/BESPOKE SOFTWARE BE 
ACCEPTED IN OTHER CLUBS?

NO - As WHS becomes mandatory, all Clubs will have to use it.
E HANDICAP admits that its Handicap would NOT be accepted 
for play outside the club.

This puts many of your Golfers playing outside your club at a 
serious disadvantage and not on a level playing fi eld.

Issued by
The Indian Golf Union

Date: 1st July, 2021 

New Delhi, INDIA
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1. WHY IS WHS MANDATORY?  

There were 6 different systems, globally and each system measures a 
golfer’s potential ability and provide equity for play, differently.
This created differing results and caused complications at the interface.
Golf already has a unifi ed set of playing Rules, one set of Equipment 
Rules and one code for Amateur Status. Hence introduction of a unifi ed 
handicap system. India has signed up eff 1st Jan,2020 and no other 
system is permitted to operate.

2. WHAT IS THE LEGAL & TECHNICAL 
POSITION OF OTHER HANDICAP SOFTWARE?

LEGAL
E handicap is a Canadian company licensed by USGA to provide 
services only in the UNITED STATES

Post WHS ,  they are providing such services, at the request of Golf 
Associations of ONLY

1) Trinidad & Tobago & 2) Vietnam 

USGA/WHS has issued a “Cease & Desist” notice & IGU will now 
take legal action,if required.

Not authorized to provide in India since agreement exists ONLY 
between IGU & WHS and no right shave been subrogated to anyone.
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INDIA’S GOLD HOPES!

he names of the 60 men and 60 women who 
will be representing their respective countries 
in the Tokyo Olympics golf competition have 
been ratifi ed with the publication of fi nal quota 
places for the tournaments at Kasumigaseki 
Country Club. The men will compete July 
29-August 1 and the women August 4-7. 

Once the Final Olympic Golf Rankings 
were established with the completion of 
the recent men’s U.S. Open and KPMG 
Women’s PGA Championship, the National 
Olympic Committees (NOCs) were required 
to confi rm the athlete places they would use, 
as each NOC has its own criteria for fi nal 
nominations. The IGF, in turn, reallocated all 
unused quota places before yesterday’s Tokyo 
2020 Sport Entries Deadline.

“We are extremely pleased with the strength 
and diversity of both the men’s and women’s 
fi elds, which refl ect the continued growth and 

popularity of golf,” said Annika Sorenstam, 
President of the International Golf Federation, 
which oversees the Olympic golf competition. 
“We have such wonderful storylines to share, 
be it Jon Rahm and Nelly Korda both winning 
major championships in the fi nal week of 
qualifying to become the No. 1 players in 
the world, or the variety of lesser known but 
equally inspiring stories of Olympic athletes 
representing their respective countries.” 

With 36 countries included in women’s 
competition and 35 in the men’s, the 
composition of the Olympic fi elds highlights 
the broad global interest in golf and the 
opportunity to reach new audiences across 
all the continents through the expansive 
coverage of the Olympic Games. Across the 
two competitions, Europe has 53 qualifi ed 
players, Asia 30, the Americas 26, Oceania 
six and Africa fi ve.

Indian Fields confi rmed for Olympic Games golf competitions 
Aditi ashok, Udayan Mane and Anirban Lahiri head for Tokyo

“I’m really excited about getting 
the opportunity to represent India 
at the Olympics. In fact, I’m still 
pinching myself as it hasn’t yet 
sunk in fully. With a great 2020-21 
season on the PGTI, I felt that I had 
almost sealed my qualifi cation for 
the Olympics but the lockdown in 
India this year put some doubts in 
my mind whether I could actually 
make the cut for Tokyo. The only 
tours which have recently been 
operational are the PGA Tour and 
European Tour and I thought the 
players from those tours had a real 
chance of pushing through and 
qualifying for the Olympics.”
- Udayan Mane
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nirban Lahiri has accepted with open arms a 
second opportunity – or a ‘Gift’ as he prefers 
to term it – to compete in the Tokyo Olympic 
Games2020 Golf competition in Tokyo. He 
was inundated with calls from fellow golfers 
on the tour and friends from back home once it 
became apparent that he would represent India 
for Golf. Anirban knows a medal of any colour 
will go a long way to further promote golf 
in India. Golfplus caught up with the Indian 
hope to hear what he has to say about it and his 
preparation for the big game.  

GP: This is your second time 
representing India, what was your 
reaction with this news coming out?
AL: The news was unexpected, I was not even 
thinking about it. As of the cut-off date I was at 
the third reserve. Having this opportunity for 
the second time is a huge blessing and a gift 
fortunately for me. I did not play well at Rio 
primarily as I was also carrying a small injury. 
Playing in that state was very frustrating as I 
knew my potential. I have a great opportunity 
to redeem myself now and be able to do 
something that can change golf in India almost 
forever. 

GP: Tell us about your preparation for 
the Tokyo Olympics?
AL: It was defi nitely an unexpected 
development. Honestly my preparation has 
been quite good as I have been playing a 
lot of golf in America on the PGA Tour. My 
preparation is not really different for the 
Olympics per say. I have been working on my 
fi tness after having Covid in April that affected 
me quite severely. It’s almost 2 months now 
after recovery and I am glad to say that I am in 
good shape now. Hoping to get even stronger 
till the Olympics. I am spending a lot of time 
with my coach Mr. Vijay Divecha. The fi nal 
preparation only happens when we reach the 
venue and adjust to the temperature, grass, 
weather and venue.

GP: With the world shutting down due 
to the 2nd wave, how did the lockdown 
aff ect you?
AL: The lockdown has affected everyone and 
everywhere all over the world. Personally 
I was very fortunate. When I moved back to 
US last in August where I have been living for 
almost 5 years now, I started training in a gym 

with all the precautions. It defi nitely made a 
difference in how all of us prepare and how 
we travel. 

The major, I think is the difference that we 
as athletes feel from Covid is bubble fatigue 
and having restrictions on where we and our 
family can go with us. But, I am happy to say 
that the situation here has calmed down. 

GP: Covid19 has cast a big shadow on 
the Olympics- your take on the same.  
AL: I think the Covid situation has dampened 
the Olympics. I know how much resistance 
there was in Japan from the general population 
to the medical fraternity. The fact that Olympics 
is going forward is a great achievement at a 
global scale with athletes coming from all over 
the world. It’s a very diffi cult venture given 
the global environment there is a lot of Covid 
protocols and extensive testing leading up to 
the Olympics. 

Every single day there we have to do testing. 
Very strict policies are being maintained. We 
are not allowed to mingle freely with athletes 
and staff from different countries. Usually 
there are Olympic buses and specifi c Olympic 
transportation. The credentials are going to 
be very restricted as well. As far as access is 
concerned, we will have lesser access to other 
Olympic sports and venues, the measures are 
very extensive. They also have two apps with 
daily reporting. We have to do a lot to maintain 
the health integrity. Probably we will have a 
safe and successful Olympics.

GP: There was an issue last time regarding 
fi nancial support to the golf contingent. 
What is the situation this time?
AL: 2016 was a little bit of an eye opener 
for me. To a large extent we are unused to 
dealing with so many layers of paperwork 
and bureaucracy. Yes, there were defi nitely 
a lot of issues, some were fi nancial but there 
were other issues as well. If I want to compare 
the lead up this year there has been a lot more 
support from the IGU, I think it was a very big 
learning experience both for us(SSP Chowrasia 
and myself) as athletes. There has been a lot of 
support and better communication this time. I 
am happy to say that the IGU has even done a 
better job, understanding its role as an Olympic 
body and its role in supporting their Olympic 
athletes. We have developed a good system 

GOLFPLUS IN DISCUSSIONS
with ANIRBAN LAHIRI

going forward for Indian Olympic golfers on 
how they can be supported and be prepared.  

GP: Upcoming golfers look up to you as 
their hero, any suggestions or tips you 
want to share with them?
AL: I am humbled and honoured that they look 
up to me. The reason I play the game is that 
I love the game and I have been blessed and 
fortunate that I am able to make a living doing 
what I love. It’s a wonderfully beautiful game 
and a great career option as well. If you can 
have the discipline and resilience to play this 
game at a high level get a good training and 
play the game for your love of the game. Don’t 
just play to make the game your profession, I 
have seen too many people do that and fail. 

I have been working on my 
fi tness after having Covid in 
April that aff ected me quite 
severely. It’s almost 2 months 
now after recovery and I am 
glad to say that I am in good 
shape now. Hoping to get even 
stronger till the Olympics.



O
ne tale was about winning, another 
about dreaming and the third was 
on giving.

Belonging to the generation of 
greats who include Vijay Singh 

and Ernie Els, the left-handed Mickelson, 
who turns 51 on June 16, would have been 
forgiven if he had chosen to wind down his 
World Golf Hall of Fame career on the over-
50 circuit. However, Phil the Thrill showed 
he wasn’t done just yet competing against 
the young guns and displayed what winning 
truly meant with a heart-stopping victory at 

the PGA Championship in May making him 
the oldest major champion in history.

Naysayers often say no one in their 50s 
should be contending, let alone winning 
major championships but golf is such a great 
sport that Mickelson defi ed Father Time, 
inconsistent form – he registered only one 
top-10 in 18 previous starts – and a chasing 
pack led by Brooks Koepka and Louis 
Oosthuizen to secure his improbable but 
well-deserved sixth career major.

So, what is Mickelson’s secret to his 
longevity? 

WINNING, DREAMING AND GIVING 
MAKE GOLF A BEAUTIFUL GAME

It appears to be combination of coffee, 
meditation and a massive dose of desire in 
wanting to win as he struck a winning chord 
for the so-called oldies. “My desire to play is 
the same,” explained Mickelson, now a 45-
time PGA TOUR winner. 

“I’ve always been intrinsically motivated 
because I love to compete, I love playing 
the game. I love having opportunities to play 
against the best at the highest level. That’s 
what drives me, and I think the belief I could 
still do it inspired me to work harder.”

Age catches up with everybody, especially at 
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Phil Mickelson, K.H. Lee and Justin Thomas are as diff erent as they come but the trio delivered 
feel-good and standout moments on the PGA TOUR to show the beautiful game of golf is in a very 
good place and thriving for the right reasons.

by Chuah Choo Chiang

K.H. Lee walks with K.J. Choi during practice on Tuesday at the Memorial Tournament presented by Nationwide 
Image Courtesy - PGA TOUR



him spend countless hours at the driving 
range, Lee now hopes his breakthrough will 
inspire other Korean kids back home to start 
chasing their dreams. “I grew up watching 
the PGA TOUR and wished to become part 
of it. I think our performance would make 
kids feel the same way now. I think they will 
try harder to come over.”

Making the grade at the highest level often 
takes hard work, talent and some luck and 
when mini-tour regular, 27-year-old Michael 
Visacki Monday-qualifi ed for the Valspar 
Championship to earn his fi rst ever PGA 
TOUR start, his reaction on a video call with 
his father hit U.S. national news. “I made it,” 
Visacki sobbed on the phone. 

Although he missed the cut, Visacki’s story 
earned him a sponsor’s exemption to the 
Charles Schwab Challenge where he received 
a surprise text message from 2017 FedExCup 

champion, Justin Thomas, who invited him 
to play a practice round together. Thomas, 
one of the nicest guys on TOUR, went a step 
further later in the week by giving him a 
cheque to help Visacki chase his dream.

“I know Q-School’s expensive, I know 
playing in these events are expensive, and 
like any little way I can help out, I want to. I 
told him if you ever want advice, if you ever 
want to pick my brain, I’m here for you. If 
it’s a difference of him playing on mini tours 
or getting his Korn Ferry Tour card the next 
year, then, that means more to me than any 
amount of money I could ever give him or 
anybody. We’re all out here trying to win golf 
tournaments, but changing people’s lives and 
helping people who are less fortunate than 
you is sometimes more important than that.”

Winning, dreaming and giving – oh, what a 
wonderful game golf is.

the highest level of any sport but Mickelson 
has refused to ride into the sunset. He has 
not lost any of his speed and in fact pounded 
a monster 366-yard drive during the fi nal 
round of the PGA to outdrive playing partner 
Koepka, a man who is 20 years younger, 
by fi ve yards on the 16th hole with the 
tournament on the line.

In the middle of 2019, Mickelson embarked 
on a six-day fast and consumed only coffee 
and water. Yes, you read this right as coffee 
is meant to increase the metabolism rate and 
reduce the hunger pangs. Lefty wanted a 
“hard reset” and subsequently lost 15 pounds 
and emerged leaner and meaner. Still, there 
were hurdles to overcome. He lamented 
about his inability to maintain focus and 
took to meditation, something which India’s 
Anirban Lahiri, a former Asian No. 1, will 
attest to. 

At Kiawah Island’s Ocean Course, Mickelson 
was a sea of calm, taking in deep breathes 
in between shots to maintain his laser-sharp 
focus on a demanding course and the longest 
yet in major history. Breathing is a meditative 
practice observed by many and his training 
also included playing two rounds of golf on 
some days to help him sharpen his thinking. 
“I might try to play 36, 45 holes in a day and 
try to focus on each shot so that when I go out 
and play 18, it doesn’t feel like it’s that much. 
I might try to elongate the time that I end up 
meditating. I’m trying to use my mind like a 
muscle,” he said.

Lee, one of Korea’s rising stars on TOUR, 
was himself doing plenty of visualising work 
during his days on the Korn Ferry Tour, but 
his method was probably more of the dreamy 
kind. “Almost every night I dream of this,” 
Lee said about his aspirations to win on the 
PGA TOUR. “It would be amazing.”

With a solid amateur career behind him – Lee 
won the gold medal with the Korean team at 
the 2010 Asian Games – he subsequently 
won twice each in Korea and Japan before 
chasing his American dream, which Korean 
legend K.J. Choi had paved the trail some 
two decades ago. 

As one of the hardest working players and 
funniest – he once said he wanted to be 
the World No. 1 golfer and World No. 1 
sexiest golfer – Lee, 29, was duly rewarded 
following a three-stroke victory at the AT&T 
Byron Nelson as he became the eighth 
Korean winner on TOUR. Choi’s presence 
by the 18th greenside made it extra special. 
“I didn’t know he was waiting and I was very 
thankful. He said many nice things and it was 
an honour to have him there for my win. He’s 
the big daddy,” said Lee.

From chasing his own dream which made 
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In the middle of 2019, Mickelson embarked on a six-
day fast and consumed only coff ee and water. Yes, 
you read this right as coff ee is meant to increase 
the metabolism rate and reduce the hunger pangs. 

Phil Mickelson and Justin Thomas



FINAU PUSHES TO END FIVE-YEAR 
WINLESS DROUGHT ON PGA TOUR
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ony Finau and Cameron Champ 
were sitting side-by-side 
earlier this PGA TOUR season, 
discussing their partnership 
at the Zurich Classic of New 
Orleans. Each known for his 

power game, the question was naturally 
asked: Which player is longer?

Champ immediately pointed to his partner, 
to which Finau responded: “He’s pointing to 
the wrong guy.”

But as Champ explained, “Tony takes it all 
the way back. As people notice, he takes 
it back a little bit shorter than normal, but 
when he takes it back full, he is the longest 
on TOUR.”

Even Finau didn’t really argue the matter 
from that perspective.

“I might have maybe a little bit more on the 
take,” he said. “I still don’t know. He can get 
it up in the 200s as well, but he probably has 
a better idea where it’s going at that speed.

“I have a lot of speed but not quite sure 
where it’s going.”

With that last sentence, Finau may have 
inadvertently summed up his career to date 
on the PGA TOUR.

He has one victory, but that was fi ve years 
ago at the alternate-fi eld event at the 2016 
Puerto Rico Open. It was supposed to be the 
start of big things from a player who has all 
the physical tools as well as one of the most 
likeable dispositions on TOUR.

Since then, Finau certainly has become a 
consistent presence on the fi rst page of the 
leaderboard. He has 39 top-10 fi nishes since 
2017, including his latest, a T8, at the PGA 
Championship in May. But he’s yet to return 
to the winner’s circle. In PGA TOUR history, 
only Jeff Maggert in the mid-1990s had as 
many more top-10 fi nishes (39) in a fi ve-year 
stretch without producing a victory.

Finau has eight runner-up fi nishes and 
three playoff losses. The most recent is The 
Genesis Invitational this year at Riviera, 
where he shot a fi nal-round 64 (tying his 
lowest Round 4 score) to force a playoff but 
lost to Max Homa.

While disappointed, the always-upbeat Finau 
also looked at the big picture that Sunday in 
Los Angeles.

“I haven’t been the guy that went low and 
today I was, so I can take a lot of confi dence 
from that,” he said. “That’s something that I 
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HAS 39 TOP-10 

FINISHES SINCE 2017, 
INCLUDING HIS LATEST, 

A T8, AT THE PGA 
CHAMPIONSHIP IN 
MAY. BUT HE’S YET 
TO RETURN TO THE 
WINNER’S CIRCLE. 
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wanted to happen to just prove to myself on 
Sundays that I can put myself in the thick of 
it and shoot a number and I was able to do 
that this week. So I think at the end of the 
day, I’m going to be able to look back on that 
and have a lot of positives to take from it.”

He’s said that many times through the last 
fi ve years, always remaining upbeat about 
his chances, his game, his attitude. It’s part 
of what makes him so popular – and makes 
him a perfect fi t on U.S. national teams, as 
he’s represented his country at the 2018 
Ryder Cup and 2019 Presidents Cup and will 
certainly be considered for one of the spots 

in the next Presidents Cup.

And yet that inability to add to his win total 
has left golf observers not sure where his 
career is going. Is he too easy-going? Does 
he lack the killer instinct needed to beat the 
world’s top golfers when the pressure is on? 
What’s happening with Finau at crunch time?

“Sundays haven’t gone my way,” he 
explained, “and I think it doesn’t have a lot 
to do with my play. Some breaks here and 
there.” 

Finau is adamant, though, that he will not 
change his nature in hopes of changing his 
winning fortunes. He will remain confi dent 
in his game and his approach.

“A lot of it is just who I am,” he explained. 
“I think I just compete differently than most 
guys just in the way that I present myself, this 
is how I am, who I am, and I’m not someone 
that’s going to freak out when something 
bad happens and I’m probably not one that’s 
going to get too crazy when something great 
happens.

“It seems to be that’s just who I am, that’s 
how I compete. I know how I feel like I 
compete at my best, and I try to do that every 
time I play. I try to be as much of me as I 

can, really. I’m not going to change who I 
am to get different results. Maybe I should, 
but I think good things are on the horizon. 
I just have to think that way because that’s 
how I am.”

That doesn’t mean the lack of success can’t 
be ignored.

“No question,” Finau said. “It keeps me 
hungry, it keeps me humble, and I defi nitely 
know that I defi nitely need a big win for me 
… I’ve had a good career up to this point. 
I’ve had a lot of close calls, and I do think 
I’ve had a really successful career, but not 
quite a winning career, and I think that comes 
from winning a big one.

“For me, I think that will give me a lot 
of confi dence. I feel like I carry a lot of 
confi dence in these big events because I have 
competed at a high level in a lot of them. But 
I think missing that W keeps me humble and 
hungry.”

It is rarely a surprise when Finau is in the 
hunt on the weekend. But at age 31 and 
looking to match his success to his talents, 
Finau is now looking for more than just 
another top 10. He knows it’s time to fi gure 
out where he’s fi nally going.
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IT KEEPS ME HUNGRY, 
IT KEEPS ME HUMBLE, 

AND I DEFINITELY 
KNOW THAT I 

DEFINITELY NEED A 
BIG WIN FOR ME … 
I’VE HAD A GOOD 

CAREER UP TO THIS 
POINT.
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THE SUPER SEASON CONTINUES.
FOLLOW THE ACTION ON THE PGA TOUR APP, AT PGATOUR.COM, OR



Cantlay picked up his fourth PGA 
TOUR victory and second Memorial 
Tournament (2019) title in the last 

three seasons by outlasting Collin Morikawa 
in a playoff, draining a crucial par putt of 11-
feet, nine-inches before his opponent failed to 
match from 6 feet.
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The 22-year-old South African 
shot a 3-under 68 and fi nished at 
11 under in his second career PGA 

TOUR event. Get ready to see more of him. 
The victory, along with $1,314,000, gives 
him PGA TOUR status through the 2022-
2023 season.

“It’s amazing,” Higgo said. “I just stayed 
patient all week.”

It was a heartbreaking fi nish for Hadley, 
seemingly in control at 13 under with three 
holes to play. But he drove into a waste area 
on the 16th and could not get up and down 
after missing the 17th and 18th greens to 
give away victory.

“I can only imagine what it looked like on 
TV because it looked freaking awful from 
my view,” Hadley said. “I mean, I could 
barely keep it on the planet.”

Hadley fi nished with a 75 after opening 
65-66-68. He fell into a tie for second at 

10 under with Hudson Swafford (66), Doc 
Redman (67), Jhonattan Vegas (67), Tyrrell 
Hatton (68) and Bo Van Pelt (68).

After an even par front-nine, Higgo had an 
eagle on the par-5 12th and birdie on the 14th 
to get to 11 under — two shots in back of 
Hadley.

Higgo also saved par from 10 feet away on 

the 71st hole after missing the fairway with 
his fi rst two shots.

When Higgo tapped in for par on the 18th, 
he headed off to wait for a potential playoff. 
Turns out, he didn’t need the extra reps as 
Hadley missed a 10-footer for par to fall 
to give the rising young player his fi rst 
signature win.

GARRICK HIGGO 
WINS PALMETTO 
CHAMPIONSHIP AT 
CONGAREE

Both players scratched out rollercoaster 
1-under 71s on Sunday to fi nish 13 under 
and force extra holes. Only two other 
players, Texan Scottie Scheffl er (70) and 
South African Branden Grace (71), had 
realistic shots at the title throughout the day.

It was a stunning turnaround from less than 

24 hours earlier when all players fi nished 
Round 3 well back of defending champion 
Jon Rahm. But Rahm’s six-shot lead was 
rendered moot when he unfortunately 
had to withdraw following a positive 
COVID-19 test.

“I’ll defi nitely remember it slightly 
different. But the way it felt today, it felt no 
different. It is a very unfortunate situation 
and not anything I would wish on anybody. 
(Jon) played so great for the fi rst three 
rounds. So there’s a little something that I 
can’t quite put my fi nger on that makes it 
feel a little different but I really hit a lot of 
clutch solid shots today and so I think I’ll 
remember that mostly,” Cantlay said of the 
circumstances.

Cantlay lost the lead three times Sunday, 
missing some critical putts and seemingly 
crucial times. But the 29-year-old stepped 
up big time on the 17th hole with a 23-foot 
birdie to join Morikawa at the top. This 
came after a shelter in place rain delay with 
a heavy downpour buffeting the course.

PATRICK CANTLAY WINS SECOND MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT
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HARRIS ENGLISH WINS TRAVELERS CHAMPIONSHIP IN EIGHT-HOLE PLAYOFF

warm in case Hickock, who was minus-12 
with two holes to play, could catch him.

Harris English birdied the eighth 
hole of sudden death to win the 
Travelers Championship on 

Sunday, beating Kramer Hickok after both 
birdied the fi nal hole of regulation to force 
the playoff.

It matched the second-longest sudden-death 
playoff in PGA TOUR history.

English shot a 5-under 65 to fi nish the 
fourth round at 13 under, then made a 5-foot 
putt on the seventh trip down the 18th hole 
of the day. Hickok had missed a 36-foot 
birdie putt and fi nished the playoff with 
eight consecutive pars.

The TOUR record for a sudden death 
playoff is 11 holes in the 1949 Motor City 
Open, when Lloyd Mangrum and Cary 
Middlecoff were declared co-winners by 
mutual agreement due to darkness; four 
other events have reached an eighth playoff 
hole.

The eight-hole playoff was a record for 
the tournament, which went seven holes 
in 1961 (Ted Kroll) and again in ’62 
(Bob Goalby), when it was known as the 
Insurance City Open.

It was the second win this year and the 
fourth career victory for English, who 
fi nished third at the U.S. Open last week 
- and fourth in the pandemic-delayed U.S. 
Open in September. He won $1,368,000 
and 500 FedExCup points, moving into 
second in the standings.

English sank a 28-footer on the 72nd hole to 
emerge from a three-way tie and fi nish at 13 
under. Then he headed to the range to stay 

as is each of the fi ve continents of the 
Olympics.

The women’s rankings will be fi nalized 
after this week’s KPMG 
Women’s PGA Championship. 
The 60-player women’s 
competition will be held at 
Kasumigaseki Country Club 
Aug. 4-7.

The IGF will publish a fi nal 
entries list of 60 names for 
both the men’s and women’s 
events on Tuesday, July 6, 

which will ratify all the competitors 
for the respective fi elds at the Olympic 
Games.

The extended three-year 
qualifi cation process for the 
men’s golf competition at 

the Tokyo Olympic Games has been 
completed with publication of the Final 
Olympic Golf Rankings.

With his U.S. Open victory, Jon Rahm 
jumped Justin Thomas into the No. 1 
position of the Olympic Rankings. Four 
Americans fi nished in the top fi ve, with 
Thomas, Collin Morikawa and Xander 
Schauffele having already said they are 
on board to represent the United States 
in Tokyo.

The United States is the only country 
with more than two qualifi ers for the 

MEN’S FINAL OLYMPIC GOLF RANKINGS PUBLISHED
60-player fi eld, which will draw from 36 
countries and compete at Kasumigaseki 
Country Club from July 29-August 1.

The top 15 world-
ranked players are 
eligible, with a limit 
of four players from a 
given country. Beyond 
the top 15, players are 
eligible based on the 
world rankings, with 
a maximum of two 
from each country 
that does not already 
have two or more players among the top 
15. The host country is guaranteed a spot, 
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The top 15 world-
ranked players are 

eligible, with a 
limit of four play-
ers from a given 

country.



antiago Tarrio picked up his second European 
Challenge Tour victory in three weeks to climb into 
fi rst place on the Road to Mallorca Rankings.
The 30-year-old posted a blemish-free six-under-

par round of 66 to fi nish at 20 under par and one shot clear 
of Frenchman Frederic Lacroix, Scotland’s Ewen Ferguson 
and Australia’s Blake Windred at Iberostar Real Club de 
Golf Novo Sancti Petri.
Lacroix led by one shot standing on the 17th tee, but 
bogeys on the last two holes saw him slip down the 
leaderboard as Tarrio held fi rm to claim his second victory 
of the month, having already triumphed at the D+D REAL 
Czech Challenge, and is now just one victory away from 
securing his European Tour card for the 2022 season.  
The two-time Challenge Tour champion praised Noelia 
Garcia, his partner and caddie for her contribution to the 
victory and admitted he will fi nd it tough without her on the 
bag next week at the Open de Bretagne.
“I am very happy. It is a special week because I have my 
partner on the bag as caddie,” he said. “She makes it easier 
for me and it is so nice having her be able to stay with me 
this week.
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HARRINGTON WELCOMES KAYMER AND MCDOWELL AS 
EUROPEAN VICE CAPTAINS FOR THE 2020 RYDER CUP 

 

EUROPEAN TOUR 
UNVEILS ‘EVERY BIRDIE 
COUNTS’ CAMPAIGN TO 
SUPPORT UNICEF 

hrough the ‘Every Birdie 
Counts’ campaign, the 
Tour’s overarching ‘Golf 
for Good’ initiative will 

contribute to the child rights 
agency’s global role in delivering 
vaccines for the COVAX Facility. 

COVID-19 is, without question, 
the biggest global emergency the 
world has faced since World War 
II. Vaccines – delivered through the 
COVAX Facility – are the key to 
fi nding a way out of the crisis.

From now until the end of 
the season – and also counted 
retrospectively from January – 
every birdie made in tournaments 
on the European Tour will see the 
Tour contribute €1 to the campaign, 
every eagle seeing €10 donated and 
every albatross netting €1000. 

Every birdie could provide 
four face masks to keep health 
workers safe as they vaccinate 
their communities, while every 
eagle will result in a donation 
to UNICEF which could cover 
the in-country delivery costs to 
fully vaccinate a frontline worker 
against Covid-19.

ROLEX AND THE R&A TO JOIN 
FORCES AT THE CHALLENGE 
TOUR GRAND FINAL 

uropean Captain Pádraig Harrington 
has announced that Martin Kaymer and 
Graeme McDowell will join Luke Donald 
and Robert Karlsson as Vice Captains 

for the 2020 Ryder Cup at Whistling Straits, 
Wisconsin, USA, from September 24-26.

Kaymer and McDowell will bring a broad range of 
knowledge and experience to the three-time Major 
winner’s backroom staff, having both starred in 
pivotal Ryder Cup moments as players.

Two-time Major winner Kaymer will take on the 
Vice Captaincy role for the fi rst time after four 
appearances as a player (2010, 2012, 2014 and 

2016), during which time he won an individual 
total of 6.5 points.

he European Challenge Tour 
announced that Rolex, a dedicated 
supporter of the Tour for over 30 
years, has become the Title Sponsor 

of the Challenge Tour Grand Final, 
reaffi rming its commitment to the next 
generation of future stars, while The R&A 
will become the Supporting Partner of the 
season-fi nale.

The Rolex Challenge Tour Grand Final 
supported by The R&A, which will take 
place at T-Golf & Country Club, Mallorca, 
from November 4-7, 2021, will bring the 
2021 Road to Mallorca Rankings to a 
close, with an increase in prize fund from 
€420,000 to €450,000. The top 20 players 
will earn European Tour playing privileges 
for the following year.

TARRIO TRIUMPHS IN SPAIN TO 
MOVE INTO POLE POSITION ON 
ROAD TO MALLORCA 
Tournament: Challenge de España
Venue: Iberostar Real Club de Golf Novo Sancti Petri 

EUROPEAN TOUR EXTENDS GREEN 
DRIVE SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE 

n World Environment Day the European Tour 
has launched Green Drive - a strengthened 
commitment to sustainability with a vision for 
the Tour to become a showcase for social and 

environmental responsibility, delivering net positive 
impacts around the world.

The Green Drive underlines an intensifi ed approach 
towards priority issues such as climate change; 
biodiversity loss; air and ocean pollution; and 
sustainable and ethical procurement. It also sees the 
Green Drive take a formal position within Golf for 
Good, the European Tour’s overarching Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) programme.

The European Tour is 
delighted to announce a 
season-long campaign to 
support UNICEF’s target to 
deliver two billion COVID-19 
vaccine doses globally. 



ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

   G o l f P l u s     J U L Y   2 0 2 1    25

onathan Caldwell claimed his maiden 
European Tour victory at the ground-
breaking Scandinavian Mixed Hosted 
by Henrik & Annika after the Northern 

Irishman produced a stunning birdie at the last 
to overcome the challenges of Adrian Otaegui 
and Alice Hewson.

It was a fi tting fi nish to the co-sanctioned 
European Tour and Ladies European Tour event 
as Englishwoman Hewson had an opportunity 
coming down the stretch to force a play-off 
with her male counter-part Caldwell.

The 37-year-old Caldwell had set the clubhouse 
target at 17 under after equalling the best round 

of the week with an eight under 64 - also the 
best round of the fi nal day - which was rounded 
off in style thanks to a remarkable second shot 
from the rough for a tap-in closing birdie.

Spain’s Adrian Oteagui had an opportunity to 
clinch the title at the death after giving himself 
a birdie opportunity at the 72nd hole for an 18 
under total, but his three-putt meant Hewson 
was the last person standing with a chance to 
force extra holes.

The 23-year-old had to hole out with her 
approach at the 18th to do so but a par four for 
a three-under 69 meant she still claimed the 
honour of the highest-placed Ladies European 

Tour player, in outright third one stroke behind 
runner-up Otaegui.

CALDWELL’S FINAL FLOURISH SEALS MAIDEN TITLE AT SCANDINAVIAN MIXED 

n emotional Marcus Armitage claimed 
his maiden European Tour title at the 
Porsche European Open, sealing a two 
shot victory after a sensational seven 

under par fi nal round of 65 at Green Eagle Golf 
Courses.

The Englishman made six birdies and an eagle to 
race to into a four shot lead through 15 holes, but 
after a bogey on the 16th and a remarkable chip to 
save par on the 17th, he faced an anxious wait to 
see whether any of the closing groups could reach 
his eight under par total.

His compatriot Matthew Southgate was his closest 
challenger and was just one shot back standing on 
the 18th tee, but he could only send his drive into 
the water on the last to fall back into the pack on 
six under par, confi rming Armitage’s fi rst win in 
his 71st European Tour appearance.

The 33 year old lost his mother to Jean to cancer 
as a teenager and was clearly emotional after 

becoming the fourth consecutive English winner 
in Hamburg, following Jordan Smith, Richard 
McEvoy and Paul Casey.

Southgate was joined in a tie for second place 
at six under par by Italy’s Edoardo Molinari, 
Thomas Detry of Belgium and Dutchman Darius 
Van Driel. Defending champion Casey was then 
two shots further back in sixth place.

ARMITAGE SEALS EMOTIONAL MAIDEN WIN IN GERMANY  ULENAERS CLAIMS 
DOMINANT VICTORY ON 
PRO DEBUT

ristof Ulenaers exhibited 
a remarkable display of 
frontrunning to secure a 
convincing fi ve-stroke victory 

and a sensational debut victory on 
the European Challenge Tour in the 
Challenge de Cadiz.

The 22-year-old led the fi eld at Iberostar 
Real Club de Golf Novo Sancti Petri 
after every single round in Spain and 
took a seven-shot lead into the fi nal day. 
He posted a level par fi nal round of 72 
to fi nish fi ve shots clear of Germany’s 
Hurly Long who claimed second on 14 
under par following a closing round of 
70.

The Belgian opened with a bogey at 
the fi rst but quickly bounced back with 
a sensational eagle at the second to 
settle the nerves and distance himself 
from the chasing pack. However, an 
uncomfortable middle stage of his round 
saw him drop several shots including a 
triple-bogey eight on the par fi ve 11th 
hole. Ulenaers was able to recuperate, 
however, adding three birdies on the 
back nine to claim an astonishing victory 
on his debut and catapult up to 12th on 
the Road to Mallorca Rankings.

 TARRIO CLAIMS MAIDEN CHALLENGE TOUR VICTORY IN CZECH REPUBLIC 
antiago Tarrio claimed a maiden 
European Challenge Tour victory in 
dramatic style at the REAL D+D Czech 
Challenge, winning in a play-off on the 
fourth extra hole.

The Spaniard fi red seven birdies and an eagle in 
his fi nal round at Golf & Spa Resort Kunětická 
Hora, signing for a round of 64 to fi nish on 
17 under par to share top spot with Norway’s 
Kristian Krogh Johannessen and Frenchman 
Julien Brun. 

The trio parred the fi rst three play-off holes, but 
Tarrio entered the winner’s circle on his 42nd 
Challenge Tour start after a birdie at the fourth 
time of asking.

In regulation play, Tarrio started the day six shots 
off the pace but quickly reduced the defi cit as he 
made the turn in just 31 strokes, carding three 
birdies and an eagle on the front nine. 

“The moment I thought it was all over was on 
the 16th,” he said. “I played the drive down the 
middle of the fairway and I missed the hole three 

foot to the left and I made a bogey so I thought 
my opportunities were gone but I got a long putt 
on the 17th and made a birdie.
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ON THE ASIAN TOUR

Japan’s Ryosuke Kinoshita capped 
back-to-back wins on the Japan Golf 
Tour after sinking a fi ve-foot birdie putt 

to secure a play-off triumph over compatriot 
Ryuko Tokimatsu at the Dunlop Srixon 
Fukushima Open on Sunday.

The 29-year-old, who claimed his fi rst 
professional victory at the Japan Golf Tour 
Championship three weeks ago, sizzled with 
a closing bogey-free 10-under-par 62 to force 
extra time with Tokimatsu after they were 
tied at the top on 25-under-par 263 total at the 
Grandee Nasushirakawa Golf Club.

“I made miraculous putts on the second and 
third holes. Both were 10-meter left to right 
breaks,” said Kinoshita, who highlighted his 
fl awless card with 10 birdies, including fi ve 
consecutive ones from the fi fth to turn in 29.

On the play-off hole, Kinoshita hit a superb 35-
yard lob shot from the right side roughs to set 
up the birdie putt which he eventually rolled in 
for the win.

“I was really relieved that I fi nally got my fi rst 
win. But I was told that you are not top class 

if you end up with only one win. So, I was 
really pushing myself for another victory,” said 
Kinoshita.

It took Kinoshita eight years before securing 
his fi rst professional win. With his second 
win in the bag, he becomes the fi rst Japanese 
player to clinch the fi rst two career victories 
back-to-back.

RYOSUKE KINOSHITA WINS AGAIN IN JAPAN

Sentosa Golf Club (SGC), home to 
the Asian Tour and a member of Asian 

Tour Destinations, recently announced its 
commitment to become the world’s fi rst ever 
carbon neutral golf club by 2022. We spoke to 
Andy Johnston, the Club’s General Manager 
and Director of Agronomy, about this high-
profi le commitment.

We recognize how important it is to address 
the issues of global warming including the 
more critical element of climate change. We 
can see the changing landscape in the planet’s 
ecosystems and feel climate change should 
be on the top of everyone’s annual master 
planning efforts for long- and short-term 
agenda.

We recognize we often lead the conversions in 
golf in South East Asia and perhaps on a larger 

worldwide platform with the attention we seem 
to attract with our work. We notice that we 
are making a difference after nearly a decade 
of responsible business practices which are 
adding up to an intelligent global sustainability 
programme. There is no playbook for 
addressing climate change, but there is one 
thing we can clearly see that needs to be 
addressed, and that is a more aggressive wider 
participation in the reduction of carbon.

Many of us have been talking about climate 
change and carbon elevation, giving the 
conversation attention, however we now 
feel it is time to do something about it. The 
community of golf has many great leaders, role 
models, heroes in sport and business and we 
believe it is time for us as leaders to create a 
healthy community for our planet.

SGC’S CARBON NEUTRAL PLANS

PAGUNSAN 
RE-JUVIC-NATED

Former Asian Tour number 
one Juvic Pagunsan says more 

“focus” and “mental strength” were 
the factors behind his popular victory 
last Sunday in the Gate Way To The 
Open Mizuno Open – surprisingly, his 
maiden win in Japan after a decade 
of trying, and, perhaps even more 
notably, his fi rst triumph on one of the 
region’s main Tours since claiming 
the Pertamina Indonesia President 
Invitational on the Asian Tour in 2007.

“I had been practicing very hard and 
trying to really focus on my game,” 
said the Filipino, whose victory also 
earned him a berth in this year’s 
Open Championship fi eld at Royal St 
George’s, July 15-18.

“I was a little bit worried that I would 
never win again, but I kept practicing, 
playing and working on getting 
mentally stronger, that is why I was 
able to win again.”

Since turning professional 15 years 
ago the Filipino star has recorded 
eight runner-up fi nishes on the Asian 
Tour and seven on the Japan Golf Tour 
Organization – an impressive track 
record, even though it is void of titles.

One of those second placed fi nishes 
came in the Barclays Singapore Open 
in 2011, where he was beaten by 
Spain’s Gonzalo Fernandez-Castano, 
aka “Gonzo”, in that famous sudden-
death play-off that had to be completed 
on Monday morning. Although 
disappointed to lose, Pagunsan was 
consoled by earning a cheque for 
US$666,660 – which helped him secure 
the Asian Tour Order of Merit title.
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JON RAHM WINS 
THE 121ST U.S. OPEN
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pen to capture his maiden Major title, becoming 
the fi rst Spanish player to win the Championship. 
Jon Rahm displayed impressive accuracy, 
precision, and spirit throughout the tournament 
to win, attributes that resonate strongly with 
Rolex’s own pursuit of perpetual excellence in 
its watchmaking and all other endeavours. In 

winning this global Championship, the 26-year-old Spaniard secured 
the fi rst Major title and 13th victory of his professional career as well 
as rising to No. 1 on the Offi cial World Golf Ranking. He joins an 
esteemed group of players to have won their fi rst Major at the U.S. 
Open including fellow Rolex Testimonees Jack Nicklaus, Curtis 
Strange, Brooks Koepka and Bryson DeChambeau.

Following Sunday’s fi nal round, Jon Rahm, said:

“It’s incredible that I’m sitting next to this 
trophy. I’ve been close before, and I just 
knew on a Sunday, the way I have been 
playing the last few Majors, I just 
had to be close. I knew I could get 
it done.”

Long known for wearing his 
passion on his sleeve, it was a 
mature Rahm who emerged during 
the last two weeks. The 26-year-old 
could have been angry at the world 
for taking a near certain TOUR win 
from his grasp, but instead he took it 
in stride. It was a far cry from the more 
“Happy Gilmore”-like temperament Rahm 
showcased in his early years on TOUR.

To be fair, the fi ery character had moved on from the worst of that 
long ago. He still had the occasional outburst, but at a much tamer 
level as he learned how to balance his passion and disposition.

Even so, Rahm’s wife Kelley knew something was different when 
Rahm was the least concerned of his family and inner circle after the 
positive test sent him into immediate quarantine and threatened to see 
his arrival at Torrey Pines come on tournament eve.

This time around, in a brutal U.S. Open-style setup, he put together 
seven back-nine pars before making huge birdie putts from 24 feet on 
the 17th and 18 feet on the last to set a clubhouse mark no one could 
match.

Renowned as one of America’s greatest public golf courses and 
situated atop cliffs towering above the Pacifi c Ocean, the South 
Course at Torrey Pines previously hosted the Championship in 2008 
and once again produced four days of testing conditions, placing a 
premium on accurate driving and precision putting. Coming back 
from threeshots behind after 54 holes, Rahm closed with back-to-back 
birdies to post a fi nal round 67 to fi nish with a six-under-par total of 
278, to win by one stroke. Rolex has been the Offi cial Timekeeper 
at the U.S. Open since 1980, as part of its long-standing support for 
golf that spans more than 50 years. Jon Rahm adds his name to a long 
list of Testimonees to have won the Championship, including Arnold 
Palmer (1960), Jack Nicklaus (1962, 1967, 1972, 1980), Gary Player 
(1965), Tom Watson (1982), Curtis Strange (1988, 1989), Tiger Woods 
(2000, 2002, 2008), Martin Kaymer (2014), Jordan Spieth (2015), 
Brooks Koepka (2017, 2018) and Bryson DeChambeau (2020).

“It’s incredible 
that I’m sitting next to 

this trophy. I’ve been close 
before, and I just knew on a 
Sunday, the way I have been 
playing the last few Majors, I 
just had to be close. I knew 

I could get it done.”

O

Brooks Koepka during the first round

Rlex Testimonee Jon Rahm celebrates holing the winning putt on the 72nd hole

Bryson Dechambeau during the final round

Recent major winner Phil Mickelson
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Ladies On The Link

Thailand’s Atthaya Thitikul shot 
a stunning fi nal round of 65 to 
win the Tipsport Czech Ladies 

Open by one stroke and secure her 
third LET title.

It was the 18-year-old’s fi rst win 
on the LET as a professional after 
she previously won the 2017 and 
2019 Ladies European Thailand 
Championship while still an amateur.

Thitikul, who began the day on eight-
under-par, got off to a diffi cult start 
dropping two shots in the opening 
four holes but bounced back with 
three consecutive birdies.

The teenage sensation rolled in 
another birdie on the ninth to make 
the turn in 34 and followed that up 
with two more birdies on 10 and 11.

The Thai star was not fi nished there 
as she made another three birdies in her fi nal four holes to set the clubhouse lead of 15-under-par, 
which was enough to seal victory.

“I am so grateful for my fi rst win outside of my country. I came close to a win on many previous 
tournaments, and I fi nally did it, it means so much to me! I am so proud to be able to represent my 
country. I understand my game which helped me a lot today. Nuria played some great golf this 
week and I know her time will come again in the future.”

Spain’s Nuria Iturrioz had another excellent day carding a bogey-free round of 68 to add to her 66 
and 68 in the fi rst and second rounds, respectively.

 

VICTORY FOR THITIKUL AT TIPSPORT CZECH LADIES OPEN

French amateur Marine 
Griffaut secured a 
maiden LETAS victory 

on home soil at the Montauban 
Ladies Open. 

The Texas State University 
student shot a fi nal round of 
two-under-par 70 at Golf du 
Montauban to give her a three-
shot win over Czech amateur 
Tereza Melecka with a total 
score of seven-under-par.

Griffaut headed into the 
round, two strokes behind 
her fellow French amateur 
Yvie Chaucheprat but with 
three birdies on the front 
nine jumped to the top of the 
leaderboard and took control of 
the tournament.

The 2021 Montauban Ladies Open champion closed out the tournament with a solid back nine 
and joins fellow French amateur Lucie Malchirand as an LET/LETAS winner this season.

“I can’t even describe my feelings. I have to enjoy this moment,” said the young amateur after 
her victorious moment. “This was my fi rst professional tournament, and my original goal was 
just to make the cut. Then I shot six-under yesterday and was close to the win, so I told myself 
‘You can do this Marine, this is your opportunity.’ I trusted myself.”

Australia’s Stephanie Kyriacou 
produced a bogey-free fi nal round 
of 67 to win the Big Green Egg 

Open by two strokes and clinch her second 
LET title.

The 20-year-old rounded off an excellent 
week, which saw her card rounds of 66, 
72, 65 and 67 to triumph with a score of 
18-under-par at Rosendaelsche Golf Club.

The victory was also Kyriacou’s fi rst as a 
professional having won the 2020 Geoff 
King Motors Australian Ladies Classic 
Bonville while still an amateur and she had 
her dad Nick on the bag with her.

“I’m buzzing! I forgot what it was like to 
win, it has been a little bit of time. There was 
some great golf out there, Sanna [Nuutinen] 
played really well, and she holed some really 
long putts. It was pretty tight, and I was a bit 
nervous,” said Kyriacou.  

“It is something pretty special. He has been 
there since day one. He spent all his time 
and energy when I was little so to have him 
on the bag for a win is pretty special. All my 
friends stayed up to watch my score! I’m 
very grateful for the support team I have.”

Kyriacou got off to a great start when she 
birdied the opening hole and then rolled in 
back-to-back birdies on fi ve and six to make 
the turn in 33.

The 2020 LET Rookie of the Year ended a 
run of nine pars with back-to-back birdies on 
16 and 17 – the latter putting her back into 
lead.

GRIFFAUT VICTORIOUS AT MONTAUBAN LADIES OPEN

KYRIACOU TRIUMPHS 
AT BIG GREEN EGG 
OPEN



Ladies On The Link

Pia Babnik triumphed in a playoff to win the Jabra 
Ladies Open after a fi nal round of 70 (-1) left 
her tied at the top at four-under-par alongside 

Annabel Dimmock.

The Slovenian star rolled in consecutive birdies on 
17 and 18 to put her in pole position and secure the 
clubhouse lead, before England’s Dimmock made a 
birdie on 18 to force a playoff.

On the fi rst extra hole it was the youngest member of the 
LET who came out on top to win her maiden LET title in 
her 12th start on Tour and jump to the top of the Race to 
Costa del Sol rankings.

“I feel amazing! I enjoyed the whole week here and I’m 
really glad it turned out like this. I dreamt about this for a 
long time, I work really hard and I’m really happy it paid 
off. I’ve been wishing this for a while,” said Babnik, 
who turned professional aged 16 in January 2020.

Thanks to her victory, Babnik has also qualifi ed her place 
at The Amundi Evian Championship 2021. She added: 
“I’ve played the Junior Evian Championship before, so 
I’ve watched the event and I’m really excited.”

BABNIK VICTORIOUS AT 
JABRA LADIES OPEN

Back-to-back birdies on the fi nal two 
holes sealed a maiden LET victory for 
French amateur Lucie Malchirand at 

the Ladies Italian Open.

The 18-year-old carded a fi nal round of 72 at 
Golf Club Margara to give her a one-shot win 
over Finland’s Ursula Wikstrom and England’s 
Gabriella Cowley.

Malchirand was competing in only her second 
LET event, having fi nished T26 at the 2020 
Lacoste Ladies Open De France, but the young 
star held her nerve down the home stretch to 
become the fi rst amateur to win the Ladies 
Italian Open.

“I’m still shaking from my last putt! It was an 
amazing day. I played up and down, I made 
bogeys and birdies and bogeys and birdies, so 

it was quite stressful, but it was really good,” 
she said.

“On the back nine there are a lot of leaderboards, 
so I saw my name on top and then going down 
and then back on top. I thought to myself I 
need to do my best, but I fi nally did it and it’s 
amazing!

“After my putt on 17, I thought maybe I could 
do it and then with a par-fi ve 18th I thought 
this is my time. I think my dad is happy, but he 
was more stressed than me. I saw him on the 
course, but I fi nally did it and I’m so happy. 
Thank you, dad, for supporting me. Thank you 
so much.”

On a fi ercely contested fi nal day, it was 
Scotland’s Michele Thomson who set the 
early clubhouse lead posting a 67 to leave her 

fi ve-under-par for the tournament.

Soon enough another marker was laid down, 
this time when Finland’s Wikstrom made an 
eagle on 18 to shoot a fi nal round of 68 and put 
her one shot ahead of Thomson.

Amateur Sara Kouskova 
claimed the Amundi 
Czech Ladies 

Challenge and made Czech 
history as the fi rst amateur to 
win an LET/LETAS event.

Kouskova shot 64-67-71 in the 
three-day battle at Golf Resort 
Konopiste and left second-
placed Nina Pegova eight 
shots behind.

In her fi rst start since returning 
home for the summer holidays, 
the University of Texas student 
showed dominant form in the 
fi rst LETAS event of the 2021 
season.

Commenting on her win, 
Kouskova said: “It feels 
amazing, especially at home. 
I am very grateful for the 
opportunity to be here and 
experience it here at Konopiste 
with my family and friends.”

Winning a professional event 
as an amateur is not the only 
achievement for Kouskova in 
this tournament. She is also 
the fi rst ever Czech player to 
win on the LETAS and only the second Czech player to win on LET/LETAS, 
following Klara Spilkova’s win in the Lalla Meryem Cup in 2017.

Kouskova shot her highest round of the tournament but still stayed under par. “I 
started a little nervously on the fi rst couple of holes, then I got in a good mood 
a little bit. But then I had a little hustle on number ten,” said the champion who 
shot a one-under-par in the last round even with a double-bogey on the tenth.

MAGICAL MALCHIRAND WINS LADIES ITALIAN OPEN

KOUSKOVA SECURES A WIN AND 
MAKES HISTORY
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s we enter the month of 
July and the Games of the 
XXXII Olympiad in Tokyo 
– already postponed by a 
year courtesy of COVID – 
now all-but certain to take 

place in the Land of the Rising Sun, 
but crucially without the support of 
the people of Japan and its capital city, 
the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) and the Japanese government 
appear to be playing Russian Roulette 
with its hosts.
Determined that last year’s postponement in the 
teeth of a global surge in COVID-19 infection 
confi rmed case numbers, hospitalisations, ICU 
admissions and a spiralling death toll was a one-
off and that the 2021 landscape is signifi cantly 
different, the IOC appears to have persuaded 
the Japanese government not to call a halt to the 
‘Greatest show on earth,’ for a second time, even 
though the risks are high, some might even say 
‘unacceptably’ so.

In a statement dated 24th March 2020, issued at 
a time when little was known about the scale, 
scope or severity of this new virus, the IOC and 
its hosts still had no idea what it was dealing 

with, whether it was simply another scare story 
as the pre-Rio Zika virus turned out to be, or, as 
has been the case with its successor, COVID-19 
was the real deal.

The statement postponing the Olympics for 
the fi rst time in their 125-year history read, 
“In the present circumstances and based on 
the information provided by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) today, the IOC President 
and the Prime Minister of Japan have concluded 
that the Games of the XXXII Olympiad in Tokyo 
must be rescheduled to a date beyond 2020 
but not later than summer 2021, to safeguard 
the health of the athletes, everybody involved 
in the Olympic Games and the international 
community.”

But 2020 was to be remembered more for 
world record infection rates and deaths – over 
100-million and two-million-plus respectively 
in the calendar year - the Olympic Games were 
rightly postponed for the fi rst time in peacetime 
since the origins of the Modern Olympics in 
Greece in 1896.

But the hoped-for recovery in 2021, both 
worldwide and in the host country, Japan, was 
weak, insipid even as reported cases (thought 
to be less than half of confi rmed positive tests) 

IS RUSSIAN ROULETTE THE
NEXT OLYMPIC SPORT?

headed for the 200-million-mark, deaths likely to 
pass the grizzly four-million milestone sometime 
during the XXXII Summer Games in Tokyo.

As such, and given continuing sky-high 
infection, hospitalization and mortality rates, 
surely there can be no moral or indeed public 
health case for the 2020 (2021) Olympic Games 
to be staged, or so one might think.

But, notwithstanding either a massive last minute 
U-turn by the IOC and a sovereign Japanese 
government that appears to have ceded control 
of all matters relating to the fi ve rings to Maison 
Olympique, in Lausanne, Switzerland, the IOC 
resembling a parasite that has comprehensively 
taken over its host.

By Michael Wilson
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government facing a general election just weeks 
after the Olympic fl ame is extinguished ought to 
remember the stakes are high and they are, quite 
literally, playing with people’s lives.

The timing is as interesting as it is perilous 
for Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga; with the 
Olympic Games, clearly a potential ‘super-
spreader’ event due to close on 8th August 
2021, 75 days before the people of Japan vote 
in a General Election, more than enough for the 
Coronavirus or any one of its known - and as yet 
unknown - variants picks up the baton in Tokyo 
and exponentially runs the risk of a serious 
resurgence of the deadly disease.

The latest COVID trends will make for 
uncomfortable reading for Mr Suga and his 
colleagues in government; the national infection 
rate is expected to reach the one-million-
mark before the ‘Greatest show on earth gets 
underway, Government statements implying 
that, “only “ 145,000 COVID-related fatalities 
is an acceptable outcome, patently not so when 
one looks at the mortality data from comparable 
Asian countries like South Korea (151,506 cases 
/ 2,004 deaths) and Taiwan (14,080 cases / 569 
deaths).

On 23rd June, one-month from the Opening 

Ceremony, Japan reported accumulative data 
showing 785,287 cases and 14,423 deaths, 
towards the upper end of pro rata statistics 
anywhere in the world.

But Japan is confronted by the perfect paradox, 
stuck between the proverbial rock and the hard 
place, the IOC seemingly intent on proceeding 
at all costs, veteran insider Dick Pound saying 
recently, “Barring Armageddon that we can’t see 
or anticipate, things are a go.”

For the Japanese government, the risks are 
huge; any government’s primary obligation 
is to keep its citizens safe, yet the Olympics, 
through COVID, pose an existential threat to 
public health and safety, even with the stringent 
mitigation measures in place.

Domestic and international reputations, not to 
mention expenditure of around US$25-billion 
on infrastructure and organisational costs, the 
latter would be largely lost were the Games to be 
pulled, whilst the massive capital development 
costs – bricks and mortar – would still exist for 
the people of Tokyo, although history shows 
they can become millstones around the necks of 
host cities for decades to come.

The case for ploughing on with these the Games 
of the XXXII Olympiad are clear and relatively 

For much of 2021 to date, the world’s media has 
focused on one big race, no, not the blue-chip 
100m for men or women or the Marathon, but 
the contest between the spread of Coronavirus 
and the various vaccination programmes put in 
place to grind its hitherto exponential progress to 
as close to a halt as is humanly possible.

However, let us be clear; the Olympic Games 
just like the FIFA World Cup, the Open 
Championship, the Ryder Cup and The Masters 
are - at least in the context of peoples’ lives – 
little more than fl im-fl am, sports entertainment 
at best, an irrelevance at worst, and, taking 
everything into account, Bunker Mentality 
believes that this month’s Olympics going ahead 
– albeit in a revised and as ‘COVID-compliant’ a 
manner as can be achieved – is just plain wrong.

Staging and hosting the Olympic Games in a 
privilege, not a right, something those quasi-
aristocrats who have found themselves in the 
gilded corridors of the IOC and a Japanese 

simple; national pride – referred to by westerners 
as, ‘Face,’ something hugely important for the 
host nation, Japan, generating a degree of return 
on investment.

Meanwhile, the IOC is desperate not to break the 
four-yearly chain, which would call into question 
the very relevance of the Summer Games, their 
prize asset

Over the next few weeks, an estimated 11,000 
athletes from 200-plus nations will arrive in 
Japan ahead of competing in 339 events in 33 
different sports; having already honed their 
training for July / August 2020, no matter how 
diffi cult recalibrating their event may be, the 
allure of competing in the Olympics trumps the 
risks associated with heading to Tokyo.

The Tokyo Organising Committee has already 
taken heed of the Japanese government’s edict 
that there can be no overseas spectators in 
attendance, depriving athletes of family and 
friends watch on as their big moment comes 
around, but domestic ticket sales are said to have 
been sluggish, even though stadium capacities 
have been slashed by 50% up to a maximum of 
10,000 or 50%.

What is clear is that the Japanese people in 
general and Tokyo residents in particular are 
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getting, the closer the Opening Ceremony gets 
– 23rd July – less and less enthusiastic about the 
Olympics coming to town, opinion polls showing 
between 63% - 83% in favour of either another 
postponement of even an outright cancellation.

And, although the received wisdom is that mass 
vaccination is the key to controlling COVID19, 
less than 20% of Japanese adults have been fully 
vaccinated, a similar proportion having received 
one dose to date, whilst the surge of overseas 
athletes and offi cials, many from developing 
nations where the virus is rife and inoculation 
slow and patchy, it’s possible that a perfect 
public health storm could be brewing.

As for golf, back in the Olympic fold for the 
second time following a 112-year hiatus in Rio 
in 2016, the sport, especially the men’s side of 
it failed to grasp the nettle, many top players 
choosing not to participate, many of them 
ironically due to a Zika virus said to be spreading 
across South America at that time.

Four years later, many top players are once 
again shunning the opportunity to go for gold, 
the spectre of a virus – only this time a genuine 
and deadly one – providing what Bunker 
Mentality believes to be a convenient excuse 
for some members of golf’s big beasts, names 
such as Dustin Johnson, Phil Mickelson, Brooks 
Koepka, Jordan Spieth, Patrick Reed Lee 
Westwood, Louis Oosthuizen and Sergio García 
won’t be at the exclusive Kasumigaseki Country 
Club.

India’s Anirban Lahiri and Aditi Ashok both look 
set to accept their invitation having qualifi ed 
on merit, this despite confi rmed COVID cases 
exceeding 30million and counting and the 
offi cial death toll – considered by many as the 
tip of the iceberg – nearing 400,000.

Meanwhile, the2021 Olympic golf tournament 
fi nds itself somewhat reduced in stature given 
that not one of the three men’s medallists from 

Rio 2016, namely Team GB’s Justin Rose (gold), 
Swede Henrik Stenson (silver) and American 
Matt Kuchar (bronze) has qualifi ed for Tokyo 
2020; conversely, gold medal winner Inbee Park, 
runner-up Lydia Ko and third-laced Shanshan 
Feng are qualifi ed for the women’s event, which 
takes place over the Kasumigaseki Country Club 
course three days after the men.

Regrettably, the IOC and the International Gold 
Federation (IGF) have once again missed a trick; 
both men’s and women’s events will follow the 
tried and tested format, four rounds of strokeplay, 
singles only, no mixed double, another massive 
opportunity missed to showcase golf in the best 
ways possible.

Of course, the Olympic golf competition could 
proceed in the same manner as PGA TOUR 
events such as the recent US Open, with players 
and offi cials safely held in their personal bio-
secure bubbles, but, looking at other Olympic 
sports such as Track & Field Athletics, Aquatic 
events, Tennis and close contact sports such 
as Boxing, Judo Volleyball and Handball care 
certain to cause an existential risk of infection, 
and worse.

But it is the broad principle, with up to 100,000 
foreign nationals including athletes and offi cials 
condescending on Tokyo en masse, the capital 
city of a country very much under serious 
COVID-related pressure - even in a COVID-
compliant atmosphere - that is the greatest 
cause for concern, the Athlete’s Village, where, 
traditionally up to 10,000 athletes eat, sleep and, 
once their events are over, cavort, together with 
mass transportation systems to and from venues 
that pose the greatest cause for concern over a 
surge in imported COVID infections.

Meanwhile, even with overseas spectators 
prevented from travelling to Tokyo, with reduced 
stadium capacity and other mitigation measures, 
the prospect of domestic transmission within 
Japan looks high and dangerous.

Cosseted members of the IOC, many fl ying 
fi rst-class to the Japanese capital, criss-crossing 
Tokyo’s venues in luxury, chauffeur-driven 
limousines and residing in swanky fi ve-star 
hotels signifi cantly protected from catching 
COVID, spare a thought for the thousands of 
athletes corralled in the Olympic Village, and for 
the army of local, largely unvaccinated Japanese 
either working, volunteering or spectating.

Given the three core values of the Olympic 
movement are said to be, “excellence, friendship 
and respect,” whilst the former will no doubt be 

satisfi ed through world records, personal bests 
and gold medal-winning performances, hosting 
the so-called ‘Greatest show on earth,’ and 
requiring an estimated infl ux of up to 100,0000 
citizens of an outside world currently ravaged by 
the deadly virus to spend a couple of weeks at 
inevitably close quarters with the 37.5 million 
who reside in the Greater Tokyo prefecture, the 
stakes could not be higher.

Of all the leading players either heading for 
Tokyo or not, in the case of German star 
Martin Kaymer, the two-time ‘Major’ winner 
and former World #1 sums up the sentiments 
regarding Tokyo rather well, saying,

“The main reason is when I went to Rio was 
enjoying the whole Olympic experience, 
communicating with other athletes, learning 
from each other, respecting each other’s success 
in the sports that they do,” adding, “I don’t want 
to support an event that I believe should not go 
ahead in the fi rst place.”

Kaymer added, “I also think that a lot of the 
Japanese people, what you hear in the media, are 
not for the Olympic Games, so if you respect the 
majority of the people who live in Japan and see 
the bigger picture of the world, then I think you 
should not support an event like that.”

But for every Martin Kaymer, there are those 
who either feel compelled to play, such as 
Japanese star Hideki Matsuyama, 2021 Masters 
champion, or those who perhaps don’t see the 
bigger picture, such as American youngster Colin 
Morikawa, this year’s USPGA Championship 
winner.

“I’m going, I’m so excited, it’s going to be one 
of the best things of my life,” said Morikawa, 
adding, “And to be on this team and to be 
heading to Tokyo puts a smile on my face.”

Proceeding with the Games of the XXXII 
Olympiad – seemingly at all costs - would appear 
to be almost as far from an act of friendship as 
it is possible to get, more one of some disrespect 
towards a population that has made its views on 
staging the Games in such potentially dangerous 
circumstances crystal clear and unequivocal.

Perhaps alongside the offi cial Olympic medal 
table, a parallel league table could be created, 
highlighting the number of daily COVID cases, 
hospitalization and unnecessary, excess deaths, 
because, in the fi nal analysis, the Olympic Games 
is anything but a matter of life and death, more 
a mere distraction, at best, light entertainment.

With the IOC in effect imposing itself and its 
travelling circus upon a recalcitrant Japanese 
population, which has already made its views 
abundantly clear and a government clearly 
genufl ecting towards big business and people of 
considerable infl uence, disregarding the clearly 
expressed majority view of its constituents, with 
positive tests already being reported from inside 
the Olympic ‘bubble,’ those two monolithic 
organisations look odds-on to share the gold 
medal for what could become the latest Olympic 
sport, Russian Roulette.
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A TURN 
FOR THE 
BETTER

Every golfer is 
familiar with the 
concept that the 

shoulders turn during 
the backswing; but the 
word ‘turn’ is not 
necessarily the most 
helpful description. It 
conjures images of a 
fairly level rotation, 
when in fact we need 
the shoulders to rotate 
on a much steeper, more 
tilted plane than most 
golfers think. Here, I 
will explain why this 
matters… and share two 
drills that will help you 
develop a more effective 
move. If you’re one of 
the countless club 
players who turn too fl at 
on the way back, this 
will help you fi nd a 
better path – and the 
centre of the face more 
regularly.

Turn: Too shallow
This is a good example 

of where the instruction 
to ‘turn’ can take you. 
Note how my lead (left) 

shoulder is scarcely 
lower than the trail 
shoulder, and my 
hands, arms and 

club are much flatter. 
This position will force 

you to steepen the 
shaft and downswing 

to get back down 
to the ball… causing 

weak pulls and slices. 
Also, note the lack 

of hip rotation and 
extension; there is 
no power being 
created here.

Tilt: On plane
This time I have swung back with a 
feeling of my lead shoulder moving 
more downwards, under my chin, 
as I rotate. Look at the contrast in 

the plane of my shoulders: the lead 
shoulder is now much lower than the 
trail shoulder and my posture is more 

recognisable as the one I set at 
address. Also note:

 My arms and the club are much 
wider and higher. 

I don’t need to steepen the 
downswing to find the ball 

from here; if anything, 
I can slightly shallow it.

 The steeper shoulder turn 
improves coil through the 
core. My trail leg is a little 

straighter and my lead knee has 
come forward, creating daylight 

between knees – a sign of strong 
hip rotation.

 With my lead shoulder moving 
more downward as it rotates, I’m able 
to maintain set-up posture and keep 

my head level.
 The whole position is far more 

braced and coiled, developing much 
more pressure  and power.

THE BASICS

‘I used to turn my 
shoulders pretty level, 

which a lot of golfers think 
is correct. But that made 

my swing too shallow 
coming into impact’

M AT T  K U C H A R
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Drill 1 Point the way
This simple exercise asks you to 

focus on the angle of your arms and 
fingers as you make your backswing.

Drill 2 Gloves under armpits
This exercise makes use of the fact that 

when we make that flatter shoulder rotation, 
the arms tend to roll and lift off the chest.

Y O U R  C O A C H

C H R I S  R YA N
F o u n d e r o f t h e H I T 

G o l f  A c a d e m y, b a s e d 
a t F o r e s t o f A r d e n

chrisryangolf.com

1
Up and down

For this exercise you don’t 
need a club, but place a ball 
in its regular position. Take 
your regular set-up, palms 

facing each other. Now make 
your backswing by swinging 
your trail hand and arm back. 

Reach high with your trail 
arm, and feel the fingers of 

your lead hand point down at 
the ball. This will help you feel 
the ideal steeper, more tilted 

shoulder turn.

2
Flat broke

For reference, here is the 
same drill with that flatter, 

more level-shouldered ‘turn’. 
This time the lead-hand 

fingers point forwards, not 
down, and the trail arm barely 

gets above horizontal. You 
can see how such a position 
demands a huge downswing 
steepening move to find the 
ball. If this is where you end 

up, work on this drill until 
those arms and shoulders 

get steeper.

1
Gloved up

Find two old gloves. 
Place them under each 

armpit, using your upper 
arms to hold them in 
position. Without a 

club, take your address 
position. Lift your fingers 

up so your palms face 
the ground.

2
Pit stop

Now make your backswing 
move, swinging back 

until your palms would 
face someone standing 
behind your ball-target 
line. Your goal is to keep 
the gloves in place while 

making this steeper, more 
tilted shoulder rotation. 

You’ll only achieve it 
by matching your hand 

position to your shoulder 
angle, the trail hand higher 
than the lead hand. With 
a flatter action, the arms 

lifting and rolling, the 
gloves will fall.
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BREAK 100
Keep the 

technique 
simple, the 

ball low

1

WHY USE A HYBRID?
The average hybrid has around 20-25º 
of clubface loft. That is enough to shoot 
the ball up, out and forwards, even from a slightly 
downward attack angle. Its rounded edges and 
deeper sole also tend to cope better with ground 
contact than the more angular irons, gliding rather 
than catching or snagging. This makes it the ideal 
weapon for sending the ball out clear of the grass,  
but low and chasing.

1. Address 
Set up a smooth brush forward 
The one downside of the hybrid for this greenside 
shot is the club’s length; a shorter club is more 
controllable. But you can deal with this by 
gripping down the handle, even on to the shaft 
with the lower hand. Once you have ‘shortened’ 
the club like this, you are ready to take your 
address...

 Bring the ball in closer to a narrow stance and 
set the shaft more upright than usual to encourage 
a more down-the-line swing path.

 Play the ball just a little forward of centre in your 
stance to promote a smooth, brushing impact.

 Add a little forward shaft lean by positioning 
the hands level with the front edge of the ball, and 
forward of the clubface.

2. Stroke
Feel it from the shoulders
Hand and wrist action cause massive changes in 
the clubface’s aim and attack angle; if you do not 
yet possess the skill to control this, it’s better to 
keep the hands and wrists quiet and allow the 
calmer arm-and-shoulder muscles to drive 
the action. Make a couple of practice swings, 
feeling the sole of the hybrid brush the grass 
through the impact zone. Then, focusing on a 
smooth back-through rhythm, step in and play 
the shot.

BREAK 100/90/80

THREE WAYS TO 
GET UP & DOWN

Struggling to break 100, your 
priorities are solid contact and 
taking no more than three to get 

down, so you need to make greenside 
shots as foolproof as possible. The 
simplest play is to putt the ball, but if 
the grass is wet, longer or clingy, you 
need a shot that launches the ball clear 
of the grass while keeping it low. That’s 
why, whenever the grass is short 
enough to run the ball in, a hybrid is an 
excellent choice...
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2

Y O U R  C O A C H

B E N  E M E R S O N 
benemersongolf.com
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Address
Promote a fi rm 
squeeze
The ideal chipping 
strike is gently 
downward, an angle 
that encourages 
crisp, clean contact 
without destroying 
the loft on the 
clubface. 

Encourage this 
attack by making 
these changes...

 Play the ball 
centrally in a narrow 
stance. Too far back 
and you can get too 
steep on the shot.

 Lean your upper 
body slightly 
towards the target 

until 60% of your 
weight is on your 
front foot.

 As you lean, 
allow your hands 
to follow until you 
create an obvious 
forward lean in the 
clubshaft.

From this set-up 
play the shot with 

firm wrists and a 
purposeful rhythm. 
You shouldn’t 
be breaking the 
surface of the 
ground with the 
strike, but look 
to bruise it as 
the club squeezes 
down and through 
the ball.

While the hybrid chip is certainly 
also an effective choice for the would-be 
80s-shooter, it remains a bit one-

dimensional and can be hard to control the 
run-out. As your skillset increases, it begins to 
make more sense to chip with irons. Allowing 
more versatility in carry and roll-out ratios, 
chipping with anything from lob wedge to 
6-iron gives you a great option in a wide range 
of scenarios. It does, though, need a more 
precise strike. Use your set-up to control it...

BREAK 90
Add

versatility



   G o l f P l u s     J U L Y   2 0 2 1    41

1 2

BREAK 80
Take

out the
slopes

Lower, with spin
Play the ball back in your 
stance (1) and lean your 
upper body towards the 
target to create shaft 
lean. Open the clubface 
to add loft. Strike down 
briskly on the back of 
the ball, keeping the 
loft on the clubface 
through impact. The ball 
will come out low and 
relatively hot, but also 
packed with spin. If you 
get the right strike, it 
will take one hop before 
settling quickly. 

Higher, with
softer landing
This time play the ball 
more centrally in your 
stance (2), and reduce 
the shaft lean until the 
handle is only barely 
forward of the clubface. 
Keep grip pressure 
soft to encourage the 
clubhead to release 
through the ball. 
Make a longer, slower 
swing; the ball will 
launch at a sharper 
angle, fly higher, and 
land more softly.

Ideally, on any 
short-game 
shot we want 

the fi rst bounce of the 
ball to be on the 
green; it gives 
predictability. 
However, as with this 
shot, this is not 
always easy. Yet the 
advanced player with 
more clubface control 
has two options of 
pulling the shot off, 
and both involve 
using your most 
lofted wedge. If you 
are looking to break 
80 regularly, you 
should have both in 
your locker...



Batter… and clatter
Make that aggressive over-the-top downswing and you’ll 

attack the ball from outside the ideal path – something 
you’ll quickly see and feel as the clubhead crashes into the cane. 

Work on a smoother rhythm and tempo to train an attack path that 
regularly delivers the club under the cane.

Y O U R  C O A C H

G A R E T H J O HN S T O N
P G A P rofes sional and 

Director of Golf at C alc ot 
P ar k , Ber k shire

UNDER ORDERS
FAULT FIXER

Free and clear
Stick a cane into the ground three feet or so behind 
the ball, angled forwards over it as shown. Make 
sure it’s on a rear extension of the ball-target line. If 
you’re not on grass, thread the cane through a range 
basket. Now simply hit shots. A neutral attack sees 
you safely deliver the club under the cane.

From time to time, almost every club 
golfer is guilty of trying to hit the ball too 
hard. When we get too aggressive with 

our approach we tend to give the job of 
smashing the ball to our upper body, specifi cally 
the big shoulder muscles. This typically leads to 
an over-the-top attack and weak slices. This 
drill will help...



FROM MY DIARY… By Brandon de Souza

JULY 2021

Brandon de Souza is the President of Golf Industry 
Association. He is the Chairman & Managing 
Director of Tiger Sports Marketing & Brandon de 
Souza Management Services. He advises brands 
on using golf as a platform.

As we get nearer to the Tokyo 
Olympics, we have started seeing 
a fl urry of news of Indian athletes 
confi rming their spots at the highest 

stage of them all. Amongst them are Aditi 
Ashok and rather pleasantly, Anirban Lahiri 
carrying the nation’s hopes in golf. There is 
also news of Emiliano Grillo withdrawing, 
which means hopefully, we will get to see 
young Udayan Mane begin his Olympic 
journey. He was in red-hot form going into 
the pandemic so would have been primed for 
a spot if the Olympics were last year.

What a tremendous honour for them to 
representing the country at the games. 
There have been debates about how much 
an Olympic event means to a golfer and 
whether the top golfers would prioritize 
an Olympic gold over a major 
championship. To each, their 
own and maybe, just maybe 
there is scope for such an 
argument to be made, 
but I have no doubts 
about our trio and the 
ones who will represent 
India at the future games. 
The golfi ng culture here is such 
that they absolutely want to play 
and an individual medal would mean 
so much for the country, not just their 
careers.

I would love to have a system in our country, 
championed by the government, where the 
Olympic hopefuls are given support to spend 
time with their coaches and/or mentors. This 
is especially important for individual sports 
like golf where for far too long the system has 
been dependent on the professional to make 
it against the odds. Hopefully, the Indian Golf 
Union would take the lead to put golf in the 
minds of the concerned now that things there 
are getting better.

Looking beyond, Jon Rahm’s win at the 
PGA Championship warmed me up to him. 
I am not really much of a fan but after, what 

is the worst feeling waiting for others to fi nish 
to fi nd out whether you have made it or not. 

With the second wave seemingly more in 
control, I hope, we can get the PGTI and 
Asian Tour restarted as soon as possible.

I can only imagine, the trauma he must have 
gone through to be asked to withdraw from a 
tournament he was leading by six strokes due 
to Covid. 

The current situation has an analogous 
relationship with being on the bubble at 
a tournament! You are not in control and 
dependent on others’ performances. While 
unfortunate, one of the things that every 
golfer goes through is to miss the cut by a 
single stroke. I know from experience that it 

Aditi Ashok
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Styler

DRESSED FOR
FITNESS SUCCESS

FITNESS STARTS FROM THE GROUND UP, AND PRETTY MUCH MOST EXERCISES DEPEND ON HEALTHY FEET. 
SO, IN YOUR PLANS TO STAY IN SHAPE PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO USING QUALITY SHOES AND SOCKS. 

Socks are often a neglected tool, 
it is usually only when foot 
pain occurs that they are given 
much thought. So that begs the 
question for the consumer- What 

is trending in terms of technical and design 

developments regarding men’s athletic 
socks?

“Premium athletic socks today focus on 
moisture management, blister elimination, 
impact protection, and minimizing slip 
inside the shoe. Additionally, some socks 

are incorporating active arch support and 
compression technology to help with 
circulation and post workout recovery,” 
explained Eric Cody, Global Brand Director 
for Thorlo and Experia, “The past few years 
have seen the emergence of fi bers such as 

Samuel Hubbard’s Flight Sport with its buttery 
soft leather shell, silky smooth inner sock and 
perforated holes that allow for ventilation and the 
memory foam insoles “guarantees happiness”.  

The Spliced 
Stripe 
Neckband Tee 
from Johnny 
Bigg is just 
the ticket for a 
roomy workout 
shirt. 

Made of woven nylon/spandex, Blair’s ATG Asymmetric 
Cargo Shorts (Wrangler) are sturdy for whatever workout 
you take on. Made of water-repellent stretch fabric, they’re 
treated with UPF30 sun protection and offer plenty of 
pockets

1 2

3

https://www.samuelhubbard.com/hubbard-flight-sport?color=white-leather-/-blue-lining
https://johnnybigg.com/spliced-stripe-neckband-tee-black/
https://www.blair.com/product/wrangler-atg-asymmetric-cargo-shorts?id=158fd04793484b56b5c17412b378495e&category=/new-arrivals/mens-new-arrivals/
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5

6

copper and silver. These fi bers are naturally 
antimicrobial and can help create a cleaner 
environment on the foot and reduce odors.”

At the same time, one cannot neglect tops 
and bottoms as comfort and mobility are 
vital to performing at optimum levels. 

Thankfully, knowing that more and 
more, recreational golfers are hitting the 
gym, hiking, cycling, playing tennis and 
basketball, swimming and jogging leading 
outerwear manufacturers are constantly 
working to improve product in those areas. 

Jamie Dion, the Head of Design at Blair 
Apparel, takes us through what is trending:

“In regards to technical and design 
developments: There have been great 
advancements in men’s active wear over 
the past few years. Fabrications with new 

These Addiction Walker Suede shoes from 
Brooks is a leading walking shoe. Under the 
cool, modern look lies great support and a 
new slip-resistant outsole.

Cool Retro! These go-anywhere, do-anything high-top 
lightweight leather sneakers from Samuel Hubbard offers 
triple-density, removable memory foam insole with heel 
cushioning.

With so many color options, you’ll want to grab a 
few pair of these Top-of-the-Line Adrenaline GTS 21 
running shoes from Brooks. Featuring extended DNA 
LOFT plus GuideRails support, the terrific cushioning 
now extends throughout the midsole for an even 
smoother transition from heel to toe. 

7

Johnny Bigg’s canvas shorts are 
designed to sit just above the knee 
as a loose fit. Offering one some 
maneuverability during a workout, 
they are crafted in a cotton blend 
keeping you looking and feeling cool.     

8

Tennis anyone? Or 
for that matter these 
TX socks from Thorlo 
are excellent for golf, 
basketball, running and 
anything in the gym. 
With is global reputation 
for superior softness, 
resilience, durability, and 
moisture-wicking for 
drier, better feeling feet, 
Thorlo continues to set 
the standard.

4

https://www.brooksrunning.com/en_us/addiction-walker-suede-mens-walking-shoe/110319.html
https://www.samuelhubbard.com/uptown-adventurer?color=black-nubuck
https://www.brooksrunning.com/en_us/adrenaline-gts-21-mens-running-shoes/110349.html
https://thorlo.com/collections/thorlos-socks-for-men/products/tx0000-unisex-tennis-maximum-cushion-crew-socks?variant=34779505066029
https://johnnybigg.com/charlie-canvas-shorts-black/
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blends of polyester, cotton and spandex 
have increased stretch and moisture 
wicking capabilities. Micro perforations at 
the fabric level also increase evaporation 
and cooling properties. Also, as phone sizes 
change, pocket designs have been updated 
accordingly.”

To ensure they are getting a quality product, 
what should consumers look for when 
deciding to make a purchase of active wear?

“Really touch and feel and pull the fabric. 
You should be able to see and feel the 
softness, stretchiness, and then the retention 
in a quality garment,” offered Dion. 

This USA cap from Blair is an all-purpose work 
out hat comfortably structured cotton twill with a 
pre-curved visor and an adjustable hook and loop 
back fastener with a cushioned sweatband.

9

Harbinger’s new HexCore belt was built to add 
stability to core muscles and support the lower back 
during weightlifting. The mesh-layered, honeycomb 
structure allows for maximum airflow and 
breathability, without compromising support.

10

Harbinger’s 
pro wristwrap 
weightlifting 
gloves feature 
integrated palm 
vents that release 
heat to keep hands 
cool and have 
layered, padded 
palm and fingers 
for durability and 
comfort

These padded 
cotton lift straps 
from Harbinger 
feature plush 
NeoTek pad 
cushions wrists 
and merrowed 
end tabs that 
prevent fraying 
as well as heavy 
duty stitching 
that enhances 
durability.

11

12

This crew neck poly/spandex 
workout shirt provides plenty 
of stretch and is designed to 
maintain its shape while the 
micro-perforated fabric wicks 
moisture to keep you dry and 
comfortable. 

13

https://www.blair.com/product/usa-flag-cap?id=9bcb88bb23e64041984b5eac327d8bf4&category=/new-arrivals/mens-new-arrivals/
https://harbingerfitness.implus.com/products/belts/harbinger-mens-hexcore-belt
https://harbingerfitness.implus.com/product/harbinger-padded-cotton-lifting-straps
https://harbingerfitness.implus.com/products/gloves/harbinger-pro-wristwrap-weightlifting-gloves
https://www.blair.com/product/skechers-go-dri-skech-air-tee?id=39990745541e47fc87b45973815f90a5&category=/mens/casual-shirts/t-shirts-henleys/


Scotland’s Louise Duncan played 
impressive golf to record a dominant 
victory in The 118th Women’s Amateur 

Championship at Kilmarnock (Barassie).

The 21-year-old won by 9&8, the largest 
winning margin in Women’s Amateur 
Championship history. 

On the Barassie links, just down the road 
from her home course of West Kilbride, 
Duncan emerged victorious over Jóhanna Lea 
Lúđvíksdóttir of Iceland and a fi eld of almost 
100 players who started in the championship. 

Duncan, who is a student at Stirling University 
and an R&A scholar, can now set her sights on 
an number of exciting opportunities including 
the AIG Women’s Open at Carnoustie in 
August and, traditionally, the US Women’s 
Open, The Evian Championship and Augusta 
National Women’s Amateur Championship.

She is the fi rst Scot to claim the title since 
Alison Rose in 1997 and joins a roll of honour 
that includes former Women’s Amateur victors 

including Anna Nordqvist (2008), Georgia 
Hall (2013), Céline Boutier (2015) and Leona 
Maguire (2017). 

The 15-year-old has savoured 
the type of experience 
any aspiring golfer would 

crave in The 126th Amateur 
Championship over the Highland 
links.

Late on Sunday, he came off 
the reserve list to join a dream 
grouping for the opening two 
stroke play rounds to become the 
youngest player in the fi eld.

After home player Sandy Scott 
was forced to withdraw with his 
persistent wrist injury, Mukherjee 
took his place and found himself 
teeing up alongside two Walker 
Cup players – namely Jack Dyer 
and Mark Power.

Facing the most nerve-wracking 
fi rst tee shot of his young life, 
Mukherjee went on to handle himself well and enjoy the occasion 
alongside two players of pedigree.

Joking down the 1st fairway that he last saw England’s Dyer and 
Irishman Power on TV last month for the Walker Cup showdown 
at Seminole, the East Lothian player lapped up his 36 holes in their 
company.

“It was a really cool experience, especially playing with two Walker 
Cup players,” said Mukherjee, who posted a total of 15-over-par to 
miss out on qualifying for the match play stage.

AMATEUR DRAMATICS FOR 
TEENAGER MUKHERJEE

LOUISE DUNCAN WINS THE WOMEN’S AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP IN STYLE

Gullane teenager Oliver Mukherjee has lived 
The Amateur dream at Nairn this week.
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Laird Shepherd produced one of the greatest ever comebacks to 
win The 126th Amateur Championship in emotional scenes at 
Nairn.

In an all-England 36-hole Final with Monty Scowsill over the 
renowned Moray links, the 23-year-old remarkably fought back from 
eight down after 17 holes and from four down with four to play to 
triumph at the 38th hole in an extraordinary match. 

Having battled with knee and back injuries in recent times and 
worked in a Tesco call centre during Covid-19 lockdown, Shepherd 
was in tears at the dramatic conclusion given the enormity of what 
the former R&A Foundation Scholar has achieved.

In his fourth appearance at The Amateur, the ex-University of Stirling 
student was warmly hugged by his girlfriend, the Scottish amateur 
player Chloe Goadby, and friend and caddie, Andrew Davidson.

Shepherd, a member of Rye Golf Club in East Sussex, can now look 
forward to competing in The 149th Open at Royal St George’s next 
month, the 2022 US Open and, by tradition, an invitation to play in 
the Masters Tournament.

LAIRD SHEPHERD WINS THE 126TH 
AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP 
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From the Greens

G
reenkeeping evolved over 
centuries through experience 
and observation of some 
hardy men who managed 
the few golf courses which 

existed mainly in Scotland. The early 
greenkeepers were remarkable men who 
recognised the needs of the game despite most 
having little access to formal education. The 
positive greenkeeping which they engaged in 
was based on sound scientifi c principles as 
they strived to control the practices within their 
limitations rather than reacting to factors like 
weather which could not be controlled. This 
was remarkably different from the methods 
adopted by farmers who reacted to the weather 
and strived for a higher yield from the crops or 
grasses grown for agricultural purposes.

It is astonishing that the original stalwarts 
managed their golf courses on scientifi cally 
correct principles and the procedures which 
they followed haven’t changed over time 
and remain as relevant even today. These 
original men had the advantage of knowing 
the requirement of the game because they 
were passionate golfers themselves. Many 
of them also played the role of being the 
club professional (just like many courses in 

India) and were very keen observers of their 
turf. No wonder they did succeed because 
correct observation is the fi rst rule of natural 
science. They also followed the second rule 
of natural science - “correct deduction” and 
could see that practices like lesser application 
of fertilisers provided for a slightly hungry 
turf which was much suitable for the game. 
Farming, on the other hand focussed on 
growth and yield which required higher 
doses of fertiliser application and excessive 
watering. Farming came of age in the early 
years of last century as the fi rst war led 
to many innovations in manufacturing of 
fertilisers. Increased application of fertilisers 
and the resultant affl uence led many farmers 
to take up membership of golf courses and 
they then began exerting pressure on the 
greenkeepers due to their belief in their 
knowledge! 

It was a fl awed belief (and continues to be 
so) that management of golf turf is about 
growing the grasses. Agriculture clearly sees 
grass as undesirable weed in grain producing 
farms and the forage grasses grown in 
grazing grounds was all about coarse and 
rapidly growing varieties focussing on 
indiscriminate growth of broad-leaved 

GREENKEEPING 
AND AGRICUTURE ARE DIFFERENT

by Wg Cdr Arun Kumar Singh (Retd)
President, GCS&MAI

shoots. Growing such grasses was clearly 
unsuitable for golf but it was diffi cult to 
understand for many as they did not clearly 
understand the requirements of the game 
and confused the turf to be similar to the 
one required for any other sport played on 
seasonal basis. Such interference or lack of 
understanding led to the now old saying “ask 
a farmer what to do and then do the exact 
opposite” and many greenkeepers believed 
that it actually worked!

Basics of positive greenkeeping have been 
founded on sound principles of observation 
and correct deduction. They have stood 
the test of time and remain the same for 
over a century. This has unfortunately not 
prevented greenkeepers being not inundated 
with opposite schools of thinking which is 
primarily owing to the following –

(a) Golf requires different turf. 
In no other sport, the quality of turf plays as 
important role as in golf. Cricket pitch, for 
example, has very little grass and the purpose 
is for the roots to hold the wicket together 
for a short duration before it is rested 
again. Sports like football or tennis also 
have different requirements and are often 
not used for 365 days in a year like golf. 
The enthusiasm displayed by many sports 
enthusiasts to play golf on a soft football 
pitch is misplaced and only leads to poor turf.

(b) Colour is not Quality. Players 
and committees often equate green colour 
of turf as quality which is fl awed. A little 
hungrier turf with pale shades is often of 
much better quality and prevents infestation 
of weeds and fungus.

 (c) Turf grasses and forage 
grasses are different. Grass is a 
weed in agricultural fi elds growing grain and 
the turfgrass is markedly different from the 
forage grasses grown for animal husbandry 
which have broad leaves and focus on 
indiscriminate growth of shoots. 

 (d) Advice proffered by 
salespeople. Golf supports a very 
thriving industry and it does make business 
sense for them to sell their products by 
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stimulating the farming or horticulture 
instincts of lush green growth of turf which 
is visually appealing even if not suitable 
for the game. Products promising abundant 
growth and deep colouration are often 
convincingly sold.

 (e) Mowing. Unlike grasses grown 
for agricultural purposes, golf turf is mowed 
regularly. The focus is on longer roots and 
shorter shoots. Controlled application of 
fertilisers and water is needed to achieve 
such conditions. Too much of volume of 
grass clippings is undesirable as it only 
leads to overworking the men and machines 
leading to more wear and tear while 
depleting Nitrogen with the clippings not 
brought back to the turf.

Positive green keeping has essentially some 
common steps and they are – aeration, 
application of fertiliser, top dressing, 
mowing and fi nally irrigation. Out of these 
steps, application of fertiliser and water are 
common to both greenkeeping and farming. 
Farming often undertakes overwatering 
through fl ood irrigation techniques and the 
same is also expected from greenkeeper 
which is often with lethal results.

The application of fertiliser is something 
which has really been adversely affected 
by the infl uence or interference of farmers 
in turf management. It is rare for a farmer 
to accept that his expertise in growing a 
coarse turf comprising broad leaved, rapidly 
growing varieties which are productive for 
agricultural purposes is at cross purposes 
with the management of fi ne turf needed 
for golf. Excessive application of fertilisers 
is practiced for increasing the yield and it’s 
often mistaken to be healthy turf.

Soil Testing. The propensity to use 
plenty of fertilisers to stimulate 
indiscriminate growth has led 
to the practice of chemical 
soil analysis to be in 
vogue. Soil chemists 
and fertiliser salesmen 
are able to convince 
committee members 
about the merits of 
chemical analysis 
without telling them 
the basis of standards set 
which are often arbitrary. 
It is now well known through 
studies sponsored by the R&A 
that the excessive soil testing has resulted in 
the soils being overfed by phosphates and 
potassium. The concept of topping up the 
defi cient chemical is over simplistic and is 
shown to be fl awed through data from golf 
courses.

The founding fathers of greenkeeping through 
their wisdom, observation and correct 
deduction had applied only nitrogen and 
with very good results. In the last 50 years 
though, with the proliferation of sand-based 
greens based on USGA recommendations, 
the situation has changed a little. Greens 
constructed on sand are sterile and porous 
which necessitates external nutrition and 
watering though it can be reduced by 
having recommended proportion of humous 
mixed with the sand. Nitrogen, Phosphorus 
and Potassium are all applied. Fertiliser 
companies have used it as an opportunity 
and have created NPK packages in different 
proportions.

The combination of sand greens 
with excessive soil testing has 

encouraged pseudo-science 
and provided farmers or 
committee members with 
tools to push wrong 
practices of applying 
fertilisers which is 
detrimental to the health of 
golf turf. Areas other than 

greens are in any case soil 
based and need much lesser 

fertiliser application. Phosphorous 
is fi xed in soil and is generally not 

needed to be applied at all as data shows that 
fi ne turf can grow even in soils having very 
low levels of phosphorus.

Potassium is soluble and does deplete a little 
and may need some application even though 
it doesn’t affect the turf much for most of 

the year. The golf courses essentially need 
application of low levels of Nitrogen and the 
slow releasing kinds work better. The good 
old practice of applying soot was application 
of slow-release nitrogen which greenkeepers 
had found through experience. They 
also reduced the requirement of nitrogen 
replenishment by returning the clippings to 
the turf.

Altering the Ph. The old adage about 
“the best Ph is what you have got – and don’t 
try to alter it” is quite true. Liming was a 
popular practice in agriculture and it has been 
pushed into greenkeeping too by justifying it 
through the belief that alkaline turf is better 
suited for growth of turf. Golf turf grows well 
in poor soils and excessive application of 
calcium in an effort to change the Ph levels 
can give rise to serious fungal disease. This 
will destroy the desirable turf species and also 
induce invasion of undesirable varieties. 

Golf courses can benefi t from age old 
practices of greenkeeping of generally 
applying Nitrogen only. It has been known to 
greenkeepers for a long time that what suits 
the farms is often not the right treatment for 
golf courses. Agriculture has benefi tted from 
the increased usage of fertilisers to increase 
their crop yield but the same is undesirable 
for the golf courses. The aims and therefore 
the methods of agricultural practices are 
diametrically opposite to the ones needed 
for sound greenkeeping. Controlling the 
application of fertilisers and water for 
maintaining a healthy turf will also lead to 
savings of money, machines and labour.

Golf 
courses can 

benefit from age 
old practices of 
greenkeeping of 

generally applying 
Nitrogen only. 
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By Digraj Singh

remember this moment being related by Milkha ji one 
evening during my playing days. He was trying to 
distinguish for me what hard work really meant. He said 
“Beta Ji, mai kehenda si, Wahe Guru Ji, aaj bachaleyo, 
kal nahin pajjan ga”. This was after an intense training 
workout, while retching his guts out and feeling like he 
was dying, his prayer would be “Dear God, please save 
me today, I will not run tomorrow”. “Lekin agle din, 

pajna siga, World Record jeda todna siga” “But I had to run the next 
day. I had vowed to break the World record”

Moments like these gave me goose bumps because, besides his deep 
voice, his eyes used to talk. There was complete authenticity there. He 
had actually done it. Worked THAT hard. I wondered who all in the 
golfi ng world had been motivated by him, like the way I had been, and 
how did Milkha Ji do it? And did the fact that Chandigarh suddenly 
started producing World Class players have something to do with 
him? What followed was an eye opener, but I’m not surprised. Let me 
begin by relating what our National Coach Amandeep Johl had to say.

“Milkha Ji had a huge impact on my life Diggy” and he proceeded 
to elaborate. “He said keep your focus on where you want to reach, 
your goal, and work hard, and if possible, even harder. Go full out. At 
the most you will get tired, but the body is designed that in case you 
get too tired, you will simply fall asleep. So don’t be scared of hard 
work. He gave us discipline. It didn’t matter what you were going for, 
but you had to have discipline and a routine. He would make sure we 
would get up in the morning and go for a run and would regularly 
inquire about my doing so. He said never compromise on diet and 
fi tness. He would say make your body like a rock, see my muscles 
even now. He would tell us that trouble your body now and it will 
give you peace in the future. However, if you choose peace now, the 
body will trouble you in the future. And this has become my mantra 
for fi tness now” said Amandeep. 

Amandeep then shared something very interesting. He said “Milkha 
Ji didn’t really care too much about technique. His own technique 

MILKHA 
SINGH JI

Feature

YOU INSPIRED 
US ALL... AND 
INDIAN GOLF 
BENEFITED...
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wasn’t perfect. He had a fl ying elbow and 
at one point when a leading foreign coach 
advised him to improve it, his timings got 
worse and he went back to the old style and 
just worked harder. He said that work with 
what’s good for you, works for you and 
master it with hard work. A great example 
is Jeev who followed his advice and even 
though his swing isn’t copybook, he plays 
with what works for him and repeats it. His 
results speak for themselves. On the contrary 
I kept searching for that perfect swing and 
didn’t end up doing as well as I could have. 
I wish I had listened to Milkha Ji.” said 
Amandeep wistfully. Incidentally Amandeep 
played some top quality Professional golf 
with several victories to his credit and was 
also the National Amateur champion. I 
remember making an Indian Team with him 
to compete in the Singapore Amateur and he 
fi nished second there. 

What all did Milkha ji do to inspire you kids 
I queried? “Diggy, he used to hold screenings 
of his races at home. He would call for a 
projector wallah to play the old reels of his 
races and all the kids in the locality would 

be called to watch them. And he would say if 
I can achieve this from where I started, you 
kids can do even better. I still get goosebumps 
when I remember those moments. They 
were so inspiring” said Amandeep. Another 
one getting goosebumps from Milkha Ji’s 
stories!! But what is telling is that Milkha 
ji made the effort to share information and 
inspire kids, several of whom went on to 
become very fi ne golfers. 

And like Amandeep, several other juniors 
in Chandigarh were inspired by him to start 
thinking of winning on the World stage. 
His son Jeev naturally had the closest look 
in. And imbibed the same characteristics of 
discipline, will power and determination. He 
worked hard both on his game and fi tness 
and went on to become the fi nest golfer 

India has produced. And I know that Milkha 
ji believed that Jeev could have worked 
even harder!! Jeev also imbibed Milkha ji’s 
passion and I have witnessed it on several 
occasions. I recall this moment, when Milkha 
ji was hospitalised for perhaps the fi rst time 
in his life for Chikungunya which can cause 
high fever and very severe joint pains. It 
was a Sunday and Jeev was competing in a 
tournament in Macau and was in the Title 
hunt. When I entered Milkha ji’s room in 
the hospital to wish him, the sight of him 
pacing the room, while watching Jeev play, 
on television, unmindful of his pain, was 
pure passion. I had expected him to be laid 
up in bed and here he was, pacing like a lion, 
totally absorbed in the game. It was quite a 
sight. 

I wanted to speak to a few more players and 
thought I would call and speak with Amar 
Bindra who knew Milkha ji well and had 
played a lot of golf with him. But then I saw 
his post on Facebook, a wonderful tribute 
to Milkha Ji and decided to use a section of 
it. In Amar’s words “I sit now, writing this, 
many decades later, and I refl ect on all that 

I learnt from Milkha uncle: about competing 
in sport and in life, about mental strength 
and resilience, about the ferocity of spirit 
and hard work, about discipline and training, 
about authenticity of character, about life 
and joy and love and laughter and family 
and friendship, and about chasing down your 
dreams. I am honoured and privileged, for I 
was touched by his larger than life Spirit. It 
is deeply meaningful and signifi cant to me, 
and has impacted greatly the person that 
I have become. I will treasure it forever” 
Amar played a lot of golf with Milkha Ji and 
went on to become the No 1 Junior golfer in 
India. I would recommend everyone should 
read this post by Amar where he has paid a 
beautiful tribute to Milkha ji. His last few 
sentences are poetic “Legends never die. 

They live on in us forever. Best wishes for 
your new voyage Milkha uncle. Thank you 
for everything. You were pure Gold” 

Besides me, all my team members who had 
the opportunity of working and travelling 
with him, were also inspired by him. We 
had the privilege of managing Milkha ji. My 
colleague Varun Khanna simply doubled his 
workouts after meeting Milkha Ji and took 
his work ethic to heart. And made sure he was 
like a sponge soaking in his words of wisdom 
whenever he travelled with him. His tribute 
for Milkha ji was equally beautiful and I have 
simply cut and pasted a few small sections of 
it. “I must’ve done something right to have 
spent so much time travelling with you all 
over the country during the last 8 years. To 
see you inspire people of all age groups and 
push them to be better humans. To see the 
discipline in whatever you did, even at your 
age. Thank you for the inspiration and your 
blessings Uncle ji. It has been a great chapter, 
which has shaped me and one which will stay 
in my life forever.” And Varun’s words are 
from the heart, much like how Milkha Ji’s 
words while giving speeches always were. 
The connection with Golf? Varun manages 
some of the fi nest golf events in India. 

I have several more stories and as veteran and 
eminent journalist Rakesh Rao said, perhaps 
enough meat for a book on him. Rakesh has 
done some wonderful pieces on Milkha Ji. 
But he made an interesting observation on that 
famous race in the 1960 Olympics in Rome 
which Milkha ji lost. He informed me that it 
was one of the exceptional races in Olympic 
history where the fi rst four runners broke the 
previous Olympic Record of 45.9 seconds. 
Milkha Ji clocked 45.6 while fi nishing fourth. 
Yes, the pain of that loss really rankled. And 
he took complete onus for the fact that he 
made a mistake which cost him a medal. But 
have we ever considered and acknowledged 
the fact about how the best runners in the 
World were able to push each other to achieve 
such a phenomenal collective result? 

“Tu dartaa kyon hai in toofanon se, yeh 
to chadte hain tujhe upar uthaane ke liye” 
Another one of his “shers” which I remember. 
Why are you scared of these storms? They 
rise just to help you rise even higher. Yes 
Sir, I will forever remember these lines and 
especially in these times. And I will, forever 
cherish your care and encouragement at all 
times. I do believe that besides giving India 
Jeev, perhaps the only Padma Shri recipient in 
golf, you also helped Indian golf by inspiring 
all of us to do better. But most importantly 
you have taught us that irrespective of 
anything, stay humble and care for people. 
Thank you Uncleji - for everything.

And like Amandeep, several other juniors 
in Chandigarh were inspired by him to start 
thinking of winning on the World stage. His 
son Jeev naturally had the closest look in. 
And imbibed the same characteristics of 
discipline, will power and determination. 
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f you consider life as a stage then 
Golf is one great protagonist 
narrating the most stimulating 
tales of human excellence. These 
are the tales of hopes and despair, 
of triumphs and defeats and more 

specifi cally of the essence of survival. One 
can really witness a microcosm of life on 
the greens and fairways in a golf course as 
players conjure the fi nest of their creative 
skills to succeed against the challenges. 
The sport has seen the unfolding of many 

facets of human existence in the many 
stories of extraordinary craftsmanship that 
are chiselled out in high relief in the sport’s 
record books.

LIFE LESSONS: 
The sport defi nitely teaches us a lot of life 
lessons. It teaches us to deal with failures 
and successes. It provides a balance to life 
and shows us how to live it in the best way. 
The true character of a person comes out 

on a golf course. The complete course of 
18 holes takes away a good four and a half 
hour on an average. This is the time when 
one is in sync with his inner self and he is 
communicating with his psyche more than 
anywhere else. If I need to know a person, 
I will prefer a round of golf with him. Golf 
offers an informal, sporty environment and 
provides enough opportunity to contemplate 
or even get into a nice conversation as you 
walk on the idyllic fairways and greens from 
one hole to the other.

By Farzan HeerjeeGOLF :
MIRRORING THE 
ESSENCE OF LIFE

“Play the 
ball as it lies, 

play the course 
as you fi nd it, and if 

you cannot do either, 
do what is fair,” the 

message in the inside 
cover of the R&A 

rule book.After tapping in for double bogey
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A WINDOW TO HUMAN 
BEHAVIOURS: 
Golf offers a good study on the traits and 
temperament of a person. You can make out a 
lot seeing the reactions of a person after every 
shot. Is the person excitable or he/she has the 
poise to handle the ups and downs, the rise 
and fall that comes with the challenges one 
encounters at every hole. Take for example, if 
one lands a shot in the bunker or in a bush, the 
golfer’s trait is observed in the way he decides 
to come out of the situation. It is interesting 
to see whether one takes a huge risk and 
plays a considerably outlandish stroke or is 
just too timid and plays something too safe. 
This again speaks of one’s self-belief or the 
lack of it. You need to have the balance of 
judgement which is necessary to excel in golf. 
This is applicable to life in every aspect. I 
would urge young sportspersons to take up 
golf to build their personality. Golf puts one 
through a continuous development process. 
You may start with one kind of approach or 
characteristic but you evolve into a different 
personality as you progress with the game. 
When I started playing golf I began with 
a certain approach and temperament but 
as I grew in experience in the company of 
other golfers, some of whom were brilliant, 
I continued to pick up many skills that 
infl uenced my game in a substantial way.

GOLF IS ABOUT A UNIQUE 
ENVIRONMENT: 
Golf is more about the exclusive environment 
it creates. It is so different from other sports 
like tennis, football or volleyball, which have 
the same specifi cations when it comes to the 
size and condition of the playing arena. Each 
golf course is uniquely different from the other. 

This means that you have different courses 
according to their different geographical 
locations. You have lakes, mountains, hills 
and woods giving each course its own identity 
and challenges, which are absent in all other 
sports played around the world. Here you have 
to play with our own golf ball and equipment 
and you are only sharing the course and the 
environment with the competitors. Golf offers 
a situational riddle every time you prepare to 
tee-off or are about to putt.

GETTING OVER THE 
MUSCLE MEMORY
Sometimes the big challenge is about erasing 
the memory of a previous performance when 
you return to the same hole on the next day. 
It is a fantastic mental exercise as you try to 
erase the memory of the previous round when 
you had a disastrous outing on the same green 

“I never played a round when 
I didn’t learn something new 
about the game.” 
– Ben Hogan, legendary American 
golfer

“Hit the shot you know you 
can hit, not the one you think 
you should”. 
– Dr. Bob Rotella, renowned sports 
psychologist

“The mind messes up more 
shots than the body.” 
– Tommy Bolt, noted American golfer

“Golf is a game that’s played 
on a fi ve-inch course – the 
distance between your years.” 
– Famous American golfer Bobby Jones

“I think life is all about having 
a balance, and trying to fi nd 
equilibrium and not getting 
things one way or the other.”  
- Tiger Woods

Another one bites the dust

Everytime you beat the boys over the weekend
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and the corresponding fairway. Letting your 
muscle memory get over your thought process 
is disastrous in golf as it may induce you into a 
bad recall and force you to repeat the mistakes 
of the previous round. You need to bring in a 
lot of positivity and new thoughts to produce 
a better round and this is where the muscle 
memory could be used for a good recall. One 
can relate to the great need of having positive 
thinking in life too. Good and positive thinking 
will spark a fl ow of good energy in the body 
while negative thoughts will fl ood your system 
with bad elements and make you inactive and 
useless.

PLANNING IT LIKE A GAME 
OF CHESS: 
Like in a game of chess where you plan the 

opening and various stages of the moves, 
one needs to tactically plan for every hole in 
every round according to his/her strengths. 
I am not a long hitter and hence try to keep 
short of trouble. When it comes to playing to 
my strengths, a short game suits my style. I 
consciously try to keep the ball in play and 
therefore seldom get into trouble. I have 
realised its virtues time and again as it helps 
me in fi nishing my game more effi ciently. 
Much like chess, I try to have a good end 
game. Taking risks is a part of the game and 
that comes as a situational response which 
I calculate according to the strengths of my 
game. Life cannot be set on a singularly 
moderate tone, there are ups and downs and 
the path often has sharp corners and rough 
stretches that everyone has to encounter. Like 

in life we need to negotiate the challenges 
on a golf course keeping calm and use our 
intelligence to fi nd the best way out.

OPEN THE DOORS TO 
EVERYONE: 
As we approach the end of the story, I am 
compelled to think that there is rationale 
behind my proposition to make the great 
game of golf open and accessible to all; 
there’s something for everyone in this club-
and-ball sport! At present talented youngsters 
shy away from attempting to play the game 
considering it an elite/status symbol for the 
privileged few. It is accused of being rule-
bound by membership, club-houses and golf 
courses. There are many who yearn to play 
the game dreaming of a time when they’ll be 
able to tee it up. Let them in; open the doors 
of this majestic game to the less fortunate and 

economically handicapped 
players. I am sure we’ll 
be pleasantly surprised by 
a huge crop of gems that 
will unearth and take the 
game to hallowed heights. A 
living example is the Grand 
Old Lady of golf, the Old 
Course at St. Andrews Links 
in Scotland. It is accessed 
by everyone who has the 
requisite handicap (24 for 
men and 36 for women) 
irrespective of the player’s 
social standing or wealth... 
In India, the apex body 

of golf, the Indian Golf Union (IGU), is 
making an earnest effort to make the game 
more inclusive by building more affordable 
and accessible infrastructure and facilities, 
thereby catering to the ever growing demand 
for the game. We are seeing a gradual change 
wherein a number of public driving ranges 
are coming up and welcoming everyone who 
has a passion for golf to benefi t from the 
game- improving health and relationships. It’s 
fair to predict that a number of private golf 
courses in the near future might have to open 
up to public playing just to be able to sustain 
themselves- a happy eventuality as far as I am 
concerned. Things are quietly happening in 
Jamshedpur. Tata Steel has the great tradition 
of promoting sport and in keeping with its 
philosophy of promoting equal opportunities 
in every fi eld, has arranged special 
membership for those who wish to take up 
the sport in both our Beldih and Golmuri golf 
clubs, thus encouraging amateurs to pursue 
their dreams. Such a system, if adopted by 
more golf clubs around the country, will see 
golf come up in a big way in the country’s 
sporting scenario.

In India we are seeing a 
number of public driving 

ranges coming up. That is a 
positive thing to start with 
but we need more now are 

the main golf courses giving 
access to merited players 

without considering money 
or status. We need to fi nd 

ways to provide membership 
to such people to play golf. 

Feature

A missed putt hurts irrespective of age

Every golfer after missing a 3 footer
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Club News

6/11 Gulmohar Golfer of the 
Year 2021 took place on 26th & 27th 
June as part of the Skoda Stellar-Go Golf 
2021 calendar.

Special mention of Nandish Shah for playing 
1 under i.e 71 Gross in this round, he went 
on to Win in the Low handicap category by 
beating Mihir Sheth. Although it was a tough 
win as they were Tied as per points, so the 
Marshal had to count the Back 9 scores of 
both the Golfers were in Nandish scored 
better. 

GULMOHAR GOLFER BACK ON GREENS

5/11 Gulmohar Golfer of 
the Year 2021  took place on 
29th & 30th May as part of the Skoda 
Stellar-Go Golf 2021 calendar.

DGC CAPTAINS WEEK 
LADIES WINNER

The Delhi Golf Course organised the Captains 
Week at the Peacock Course. The Winner of the 
Ladies Tournament was Ms. Arti Chowdhury with 

14 points. 

RESULTS:
H’CAP 0-14 – Winner - Nandish Shah, 
Runner Up – Mihir Sheth

H’CAP 15-23 - Winner - Swaraj Yadav, 
Runner Up – Pranay Parikh

H’CAP 24-36 - Winner - Vimal Mishra, 
Runner Up – Siddharth Mavani
Longest Drive - Ravi Shah

Closest To Pin - Rutvik Thakkar

2nd Shot Closest To Pin - Vimal Mishra

ALL 3s took place on 12 & 13 
JUNE as part of the Skoda Stellar-Go 
Golf 2021 calendar.

RESULTS: 
H’cap 0-15 - Winner Team; Dharmendra 
Zaveri, Runner up Team; Pranay Parikh

H’cap 16-30 - Winner Team; Vihar Patel, 
Runner up Team; Nilang Patel

Closest to Pin - Brig. A K Singh

RESULTS: 
H’cap 0-14 – Winner - Rutvik Thakkar, 
Runner Up – Yash Shah

H’cap 15-23 - Winner - Michael Weir, 
Runner Up – Hardik Parikh

H’cap 24-36 - Winner - Bhavin Vadgama, 
Runner Up – Amol Shah

Longest drive - Rahul Sanghani

Closest to pin - Pranay Parikh

2nd shot closest to pin - Rutvik Thakkar





Snippet

INDIAN OPEN 2021 
CANCELLED

The European Tour confi rms that the Indian Open, scheduled to 
take place from October 28-31, has been cancelled due to the 
ongoing threat in the country posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

 With the safety of everyone involved in the tournament being the 
main priority and travel to and from India remaining challenging, 
the decision has been taken following consultation with the Indian 
Golf Union, the Asian Tour and the tournament title sponsor Hero 
MotoCorp Ltd. 

The European Tour will look to schedule a replacement tournament 
in the fi nal week of October but there are no defi nitive plans as to 
where that will be at this stage.

The qualifi cation process for the women’s golf competition at the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games has been completed. Aditi Ashok 
becomes the fi rst female golfer to qualify for Tokyo Olympics. 

The women’s rankings were to have run from July 8, 2018 through 
to June 29, 2020. However, following the postponement of the 
Olympics to 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the IGF and 
International Olympic Committee adjusted the qualifying system to 
where the athletes accumulated Olympic Ranking points through to 
the conclusion of the last major championship.

WOMEN’S FINAL OLYMPIC GOLF 
RANKINGS PUBLISHED



https://rzp.io/l/Bqr3xNdB
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ANIRBAN LAHIRI

June 22, 2021: Anirban Lahiri 
has earned a berth to the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics as he was 
placed 60th in the Final Olympic 
Golf Rankings list which was 
published on June 22nd.
The 33-year-old Lahiri, a former 
Asia No. 1 and two-time winner 
on the European Tour, will thus 
be playing his second successive 
Olympic Games. Anirban, a PGA 
Tour regular, had previously 
turned out for India along with 
SSP Chawrasia at the Rio 2016 
Olympics. >>

EARNS HIS TICKET TO TOKYO 
2020, SET TO PLAY SECOND 

SUCCESSIVE OLYMPICS
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T
he men’s golf event in 
Tokyo will feature 60 
players and will be played 
at the Kasumigaseki 
Country Club from July 

29 - August 1.

Lahiri, who’s current world ranking is 
340, was on the reserve list, being a third 
reserve at best for many players, till June 
22nd when the updated Olympic Golf 
Ranking was published. Thereafter, with 
a number of withdrawals, Anirban, who 
has appeared at 16 Majors, managed to 
make the cut-off for the Olympics.

Speaking to the PGTI soon after his 
qualifi cation, a delighted Lahiri said, 
“Making it to the Olympics has been 
a pleasant surprise. It’s a little bit of a 
shock I would say as I knew that I hadn’t 
done enough to qualify for the Olympics. 
I’m overjoyed and so is my family. When 
I was having breakfast this morning I 
wasn’t in the Olympics, now I am.” 

Anirban has not had the best of seasons 
on the PGA Tour this year with just two 
top-10s in 16 starts and his FedExCup 
ranking being 118. His season was 
further hampered when he got down with 
Covid-19 in late April and thus had to 
miss out on a string of events on the PGA 
Tour till mid-May.

Lahiri said, “To be honest, after getting 
the good news I had to think about 
whether I will compete at the Olympics 
as a lot of other factors are involved 
including my full recovery from Covid 
and my current position on the FedEx 
Cup standings.

“I was down with severe symptoms of 
Covid in late April and early May and 
was even admitted to the Emergency 
Room at a hospital for about three hours. 
Even after recovering from Covid I have 
been feeling its after-effects. So I have to 
manage my workload for some time now.

“I also have a lot of work to do to retain 
my card on the PGA Tour as I’ve not had 
a great season so far.

“So to play the Olympics I have to plan 
my schedule and travel and also fi gure 
out a lot of logistics. 

“But fi nally it was a quick and easy 
decision in favour of playing the 
Olympics as one doesn’t get such fortune 
for no reason. I cherish every opportunity 
of representing India and would never 
give up a chance like this. The gods are 
defi nitely smiling on me.

“Now that I’ve qualifi ed I also need to 
prepare well for Tokyo in order to be at 
my best during the event.

“I know what it is to be an Olympian as 
I’ve done it before (in Rio) and I don’t 
want to be just an Olympian. I want to 
win a medal, I want to do something 
that makes a difference. I know winning 
a PGA TOUR event will do that but 
winning a medal would even do more. I 
do have a certain responsibility towards 
the game and my country.

“I’ve gotten so many messages from kids 
who are playing the game now, saying 
‘We’re so glad you’re in, we’ve always 
looked up to you and go make us proud.’ 
Everybody has different motivations as to 
why they do this for a living and a large 
part is supporting yourself, family and 

personal achievements. There’s also a 
huge aspect for me personally that comes 
from everything that I’ve gotten from the 
sport and all the love and support I’ve got 
from my country. I’m thrilled and excited. 
It is defi nitely something I wanted to do.”

Anirban had a promising tied 25th fi nish 
at the recently concluded Palmetto 
Championship on the PGA Tour and is 
confi dent of his game in the run-up to 
Tokyo.

He added, “I feel like I’m playing really 
well. I feel I’m close to playing my best 
golf right now and for a lot of reasons, 
it makes sense for me to go for the 
Olympics. It means everything for me to 
go.”       

The men’s qualifi cation system for the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games commenced 
on July 1, 2018 and originally was to 
have concluded on June 22, 2020, while 
the women’s was to have run from July 8, 
2018 through to June 29, 2020. However, 
following the postponement of the 
Olympics to 2021 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the IGF and International 
Olympic Committee announced in April 
2020 an adjustment to the qualifying 
system where athletes would accumulate 
Olympic Ranking points through 
June 2021. The extended three-year 
qualifi cation process for the men’s golf 
competition was completed on June 21, 
2021.

The top-15 world-ranked players are 
eligible for the Olympics, with a limit 
of four players from a given country. 
Beyond the top-15, players are eligible 
based on the world rankings, with a 
maximum of two eligible players from 
each country that does not already have 
two or more players among the top-15. 
The host country is guaranteed a spot, 
as is each of the fi ve continents of the 
Olympics.

I was down with 
severe symptoms of Covid 
in late April and early May 
and was even admitted to 
the Emergency Room at 

a hospital for about three 
hours.

Content Editor: Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI
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July 6, 2021: Leading Indian professional 
golfer Udayan Mane has qualifi ed for the 
Tokyo Olympics. The 30-year-old Mane 
thus joined good friend Anirban Lahiri as 
the second Indian in the 60-player fi eld in 
the men’s golf event at Tokyo 2020.  

The big-built Udayan, currently the second-
highest ranked Indian in the world at 365, 
made the cut for his maiden Olympics after 
Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo announced 
his withdrawal from the quadrennial event 
on June 24. As a result, Mane qualifi ed 
for Tokyo on the basis of being fi rst 
reserve against Grillo’s name. The offi cial 
announcement of Udayan’s qualifi cation 
for the Olympics was made on  July 6th on 
the International Golf Federation’s (IGF) 
website with Mane being placed No. 60 on 
the Olympic Golf Ranking list (Anirban 
Lahiri moved up to No. 59).

JOINS ANIRBAN 
LAHIRI TO MAKE 
UP TWO-MEMBER 
INDIAN MEN’S 
TEAM

UDAYAN MANE 
QUALIFIES FOR 
TOKYO OLYMPICS

Mane hopes to 
benefit from his 
good vibes in 
Japan.



   G o l f P l u s     J U L Y   2 0 2 1    63

Two weeks back, PGA Tour regular 
Anirban Lahiri, the highest-ranked Indian 
golfer at 340, had become the fi rst Indian 
male golfer to qualify for Tokyo 2020 
following some withdrawals from the list of 
qualifi ed players. Lahiri will be appearing 
at his second consecutive Olympic Games 
as he had also represented India at the Rio 
2016 Olympics along with SSP Chawrasia.

The men’s golf event in Tokyo will feature 
60 players and will be played at the 
Kasumigaseki Country Club from July 29 
- August 1.

The Chennai-born Mane who grew up in 
Bengaluru and now resides in Pune has been 
one of the most successful golfers on the 
PGTI since he turned professional in 2015. 
The six feet four inches tall Udayan is an 
11-time winner on the PGTI and is one of 
only two players (along with Ashok Kumar) 
to have won three consecutive events on 
the tour. He achieved the feat between 
December 2019 and February 2020 when 
he won the TATA Steel Tour Championship 
2019, Vooty & Haldi Presents Golconda 
Masters 2020 Powered by Telangana 
Tourism and TATA Steel PGTI Players 

Championship 2020 Presented by Eagleton 
– The Golf Resort. Mane won PGTI’s last 
event Prometheus School Presents Delhi-
NCR Open in March 2021. 

The well-read and articulate Mane also 
holds the record for being the only rookie 
to have won two titles on the tour back 
in 2015. Udayan was the PGTI Emerging 
Player of the Year in 2015 having fi nished a 
creditable fi fth on the PGTI Order of Merit 
in his debut season. His best fi nish on the 
PGTI Rankings has been second place in 
2017.

Udayan also had an impressive amateur 
career prior to turning professional. He was 
India’s No. 1 amateur in 2014. In 2014, 
Mane went on to represent the country at the 
Incheon Asian Games and the Eisenhower 
Trophy.  

Speaking to the PGTI today, an excited 
Udayan Mane said, “I’m really excited 
about getting the opportunity to represent 
India at the Olympics. In fact, I’m still 
pinching myself as it hasn’t yet sunk in 
fully. With a great 2020-21 season on the 
PGTI, I felt that I had almost sealed my 
qualifi cation for the Olympics but the 
lockdown in India this year put some doubts 
in my mind whether I could actually make 
the cut for Tokyo. The only tours which 
have recently been operational are the PGA 
Tour and European Tour and I thought the 
players from those tours had a real chance 
of pushing through and qualifying for the 
Olympics.”

With the PGTI becoming a part of the 
Offi cial World Golf Ranking (OWGR) 
system since 2019, players such as Mane 
have reaped the benefi ts. Udayan’s 
exceptional performances over the last 
two PGTI seasons including two wins in 
2019 and three wins in 2020-21 earned him 
valuable OWGR points that fi nally helped 
him qualify for the Olympics. Interestingly, 
Anirban Lahiri, the fi rst Indian to qualify 
for this year’s Olympics, had also picked up 
some crucial OWGR points while playing 
on the PGTI when he fi nished runner-
up at the Jeev Milkha Singh Invitational 
Presented by TAKE in December 2020.

“I’m really excited about 
getting the opportunity 
to represent India at the 
Olympics. In fact, I’m still 
pinching myself as it hasn’t 
yet sunk in fully. With a great 
2020-21 season on the PGTI, 
I felt that I had almost sealed 
my qualifi cation for the 
Olympics but the lockdown 
in India this year put some 
doubts in my mind whether I 
could actually make the cut 
for Tokyo. ”
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Udayan added, “Playing on the PGTI has 
been a stepping stone to bigger things for 
many Indian players including myself. 
PGTI’s inclusion in the OWGR system 
has been very benefi cial for us Indian 
professionals playing on our home tour. We 
now have a chance to shine on the world 
stage and qualify for many events that we 
would otherwise not have a chance to play 
in such as the Olympics. I’ve qualifi ed for 
Tokyo 2020 solely through the PGTI. I 
was the top-ranked Indian for a better part 

of the last one year despite playing on a 
relatively smaller tour. So we’re thankful 
to the PGTI for providing us so many 
playing opportunities and even keeping the 
tour going during the pandemic.”

Interestingly, there is another common 
factor between the two Indian Olympic 
qualifi ers Lahiri and Mane. Both have the 
same coach Vijay Divecha under whose 
watchful eyes they grew up training at 
the Eagleton Golf Resort in Bengaluru. 
Anirban, whenever in India, as well as 
Udayan, now practice at the Kalhaar Blues 
& Greens Golf Club in Ahmedabad.

Mane said, “I’m looking forward to joining 
Anirban in the Indian team at Tokyo. He’s 
not only a good friend but also a great 
golfer and a role-model and more than that 
he’s an amazing human being. He teaches 
us on the golf course and off the golf 
course. He’s the best person to emulate. 
We’ve been in contact with each other now 
over the phone more often because ever 
since he found out about my qualifi cation 
he’s also been quite excited.”

Mane now has more purpose to his practice 
schedule as he has begun preparing 
vigorously for Tokyo. The Pune resident 
believes he has good vibes in Japan for 
multiple reasons that could eventually 
comfort him when he leaves India’s shores 
for the Games. 

He said, “I spoke to Rahil Gangjee about 
the conditions in Japan since he’s a regular 
on the Japan Golf Tour. It’s expected to be 
the beginning of summer there so I guess it 
will be cool in the mornings and evenings 
and a little warm in the afternoons. I have 
played in Japan before during the 2014 
Eisenhower Trophy when I shot a 14-under 
for the week and fi nished 13th at the event. 
Until 2018 that was the best fi nish and 
score by an Indian at the event.  So Japan 
has been nice to me on the only occasion 
I’ve been there.

“Interestingly, my mother has visited 
Japan on numerous occasions because she 
worked for a medical company that had it’s 
headquarters in Japan. So I know I have 

good vibes in Japan like my father said and 
comforted me before I left for Japan for the 
fi rst time.

“As far as preparation for the playing 
conditions in Japan is concerned, I’ll only 
be able to fi gure out the conditions after 
I get there. I don’t know how far or short 
the ball may go with each club compared 
to my standard yardages here in India. 
What I have done is hitting balls off bare 
lies so that my striking is a little more in 
tune, I’m a little more precise and I’m 
ready for everything. The routine is a lot 
more structured as I know what I’m doing 
through the day or for each day of the week 
and it’s been rigorous.

“The experience of already having 
competed at a multi-sport mega-event such 
as the 2014 Asian Games will in some way 
help me in adapting to the atmosphere 
of the Olympics. However, I’m sure the 
Olympics are unique in their own way. 
So it’ll be something for me to experience 
fi rst-hand and something that is well 
beyond my imagination.

“My approach will be that I’m playing just 
another golf course over four days and 
focus on the things that I have to do to beat 
the golf course every day or play my best 
on it every day. So the key is to not let the 
scale of the event bother me but instead 
focus on how I prepare to do my best over 
four days on this golf course.”

Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI, 
said, “On behalf of PGTI, I would like 
to congratulate Anirban Lahiri and 
Udayan Mane for having qualifi ed for 
the Olympics. We wish them all the best. 
Udayan Mane’s qualifi cation for the 
Olympics bears testament to the fact that 
PGTI’s inclusion in the Offi cial World Golf 
Ranking (OWGR) system since 2019 has 
been a turning point for Indian golf as it 
has opened many doors for Indian players. 
Players not playing on any international 
tours but performing well on the PGTI 
can keep improving their world ranking 
and therefore earn themselves more 
opportunities of playing big events at the 
international level.”   

“On behalf of PGTI, 
I would like to 
congratulate Anirban 
Lahiri and Udayan Mane 
for having qualifi ed for 
the Olympics. We wish 
them all the best. Udayan 
Mane’s qualifi cation 
for the Olympics bears 
testament to the fact 
that PGTI’s inclusion 
in the Offi  cial World 
Golf Ranking (OWGR) 
system since 2019 has 
been a turning point 
for Indian golf as it has 
opened many doors for 
Indian players. Players 
not playing on any 
international tours but 
performing well on the 
PGTI can keep improving 
their world ranking and 
therefore earn themselves 
more opportunities of 
playing big events at the 
international level.” 

Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy
CEO, PGTI



INDIANS AT THE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
As the month of July witnesses The Open Championship, the fourth golf Major of the year, here’s a look at 
the past performances and records of Indians at The Open.

EIGHT INDIANS HAVE PLAYED AT THE OPEN:

Gaurav Ghei was the fi rst Indian to appear at 
a Major when he played The Open in 1997 at 
Royal Troon in Scotland.

Jyoti Randhawa holds the record for the best 
result by an Indian at The Open (2004 - Tied 
27th at Royal Troon).

Gaganjeet Bhullar is the youngest Indian to 
have ever played a Major. Bhullar achieved 
the feat at the age of 21 years and two 
months when he appeared at The Open 2009 
at Turnberry in Scotland.

Shubhankar Sharma became the youngest 
Indian to make the cut at a Major when 
he made it to the weekend on the eve of 
his 22nd birthday at The Open in 2018 at 
Carnoustie in Scotland.

Anirban Lahiri has most appearances at The 
Open (6) among Indians.

Anirban Lahiri and Jeev Milkha Singh are 
the only two Indians to make the cut at their 
debut Major appearance. While Jeev earned 
the distinction at the US Open 2002, Anirban 
followed suit at The Open 2012 at Royal 
Lytham & St Annes in England.

Two Indians have made the cut at the same 
Major only once. Jeev Milkha Singh and 
Anirban Lahiri achieved this at The Open 2012 
(Royal Lytham & St Annes).

Anirban Lahiri’s tied 31st fi nish at The Open 
2012 (Royal Lytham & St Annes) was the 
best result by an Indian in his debut Major 
appearance.

Anirban Lahiri became the fi rst Indian to make 
a hole-in-one at a Major when he fi red an ace 
during Round 3 of The Open 2012 (Royal 
Lytham & St Annes).

Anirban 
Lahiri 

6 appearances
(2012, 2014, 2015, 2016, 

2017, 2018)

Jyoti 
Randhawa  
3 appearances 
(2000, 2003, 2004)

Shiv Kapur   
3 appearances 
(2006, 2013, 2017)

Jeev Milkha 
Singh 

2 appearances 
(2007, 2012)

Shubhankar 
Sharma   

2 appearances 
(2018, 2019)

Gaurav Ghei    
1 appearance 

(1997)

Arjun Atwal    
1 appearance 

(2004)

Gaganjeet 
Bhullar     

1 appearance 
(2009)
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The PGTI 
joins the 
nation in 

mourning the passing 
of Indian sports 
legend Mr. Milkha 
Singh.

His colossal 
achievements will 
continue to inspire 
future generations 
of Indians and will 
always exemplify 
the true meaning of 
pure courage and 
resilience on the 
sporting fi eld.

We extend our 
heartfelt condolences 
to Mr. Milkha Singh’s 
family.

CONDOLENCE  MESSAGE
MR. MILKHA SINGH
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