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16 Men and 11 Women competed to make 
the Indian Golf Squad at the 2022 Asian 
Games slated to be held at Hangzhou. 

Four best scores were Four best scores were 
considered from the fi ve-day selection for two 
available spots for men and one spot 
for women by trial saw Viraj Madappa 
and Asian Games Silver Medalist 
Rashid Khan in men’s and 15-year-old 
Avani Prashanth (Amateur) 
qualifying for the ladies.

Anirbhan Lahiri, Shubhankar 
Sharma, Olympian Aditi Ashok and 
Tvesa Malik made the cut on the basis 
of their position in the world rankings. 

Reserves Karandeep Kocchar, 
Krishnav Chopra, Sisters Jahanavi and Hitashee 
Bakshi completed the Indian Golf contingent.

SWING MONKEY!
In today’s digital social world, we are inundated 
with tips on bettering different aspects of one’s 
game. We get a lot of messages from our readers 
on the usage and authenticity of such tips. I 
myself have a bunch of tips coming my way 
almost every day. Most of these tips are thankfully 

the work and efforts of professional coaches who 
are qualifi ed and experienced in passing on these 
tips. So, I would say that all the tips would be 
worthwhile and lack ‘quackery’ it is how one uses 
these tips is the important part. Too many tips 

make our brain like a monkey 
swinging from one branch to another 
and it gets lethal if the monkey is in 
play when you are taking your swing. 
My suggestion would be picking a 
portion of your game which you feel is 
the weakest, no point in mending what 
is not broken. Then use a lesson/ tip 
which improves the basics of that part 
and go for it. Do not try and improve 
different facets of your game at the 
same time. I hope this will work for 

you in not only improving the needed skill but 
also in controlling the monkey from swinging 
wildly!

Happy Golfi ng
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Sadhguru: The word “seek” tends to create 
a wrong notion in people’s minds. When 
we say “seek”, that means we are seeking 
to fi nd. Seeking and fi nding are connected 
in language. But when it comes to spiritual 
process, they are not connected. A seeker is 
not seeking to fi nd anything – especially not 
anything in particular. He does not know, so he 
is seeking. This is one fundamental correction 
that needs to happen in most spiritual seekers.
The idea or notion that you have to fi nd the 
purpose of your life, or the source or the goal 
of your life has caused immense damage to 
spiritual seekers and set them up on an empty, 
endless run. Ignorant people have constantly 
goaded spiritual seekers to somehow fi nd 
themselves. Maybe to start off on the path, you 
need a fruit to attract you because you only 
work with temptation – so something needs to 
be set up. But spirituality is not about fi nding 
yourself, it is about losing yourself. You are 
willing to lose everything that you call as 
“myself”. 

THE ULTIMATE LOSER
If one can just sit and lose themselves into 
meditation, wonderful. If such a thing is 
not possible, play a game or dance and lose 
yourself into that. If you cannot do that, lose 
yourself into work. It doesn’t matter what, 
somehow learn to lose yourself. 
If you try to fi nd yourself, you will be on 
an endless run. A human being is constantly 
longing to be something more than what he 
is right now. If he knows only money, he is 
thinking of a little more money; if he knows 
power, a little more power; if he knows love, 
a little more love. There is something within 

him which will not settle for who he is. In 
whatever way you know best, you are trying 
to be a little more because there is something 
within you which does not like boundaries, 
which is looking for a boundless experience. 
Just think about this: if you have to fi nd the 
boundless, when and how long and where 
do you think you will fi nd it? It will be an 
endless run. But you can lose yourself. That’s 
easy because you are a limited entity. If you 
completely lose yourself, everything that 
needs to be found is found.
This should be “on” with your life wherever 
you are: through your work, activity and 
many other things, see how to lose yourself, 
not how to establish yourself. One who 
believes that he has established himself in 
some way is a lost case. As you believe you 
are becoming more established, you naturally 
become more insecure. Have you noticed, as 
your life gets more organized, you become 
more insecure? When you really had nothing 
as a child, you were okay. Then, maybe even 
as a youth, you didn’t have anything of your 
own. You could just walk around without 
any big hassle in torn jeans. But as life got 
more organized and you found more things, 
you had a family, children, a bank balance, 
property, now you fi nd you become more and 
more insecure. 
Most people are always working to become 
something. The very way the body is 
constructed, look at the ingenuity – whatever 
you give the body, whether a banana, an apple 
or a peanut, the body makes it into what it 
wants. Give it whatever you want, it only 
produces a human being. Something which 
has such intelligence and ingenuity is right 
now being used to trap yourself. The physical 

body is a possibility and also a trap. You can 
call this a home only if you have the freedom 
to be there when you want to, and go out 
when you want. If you went into your house 
and could not get out of it, that is a prison. 
That is what has happened right now. 

THE INSIDE JOB
If you work to lose yourself, to become a 
nothing and a nobody, then you are no longer 
trapped inside the house. You begin to operate 
and experience a little beyond this. Slowly, as 
the walls of the home become more porous, 
it allows you the possibility of being beyond 
the physical. But if you have to lose yourself, 
it has to be an inside job. If I try to poke a hole 
in you, it would hurt a lot and I may get into 
trouble. So it has to be an inside job – with 
outside assistance but an inside job.
If you want to lose yourself, the most 
fundamental thing is your likes and dislikes. 
Everything else is based upon this. Most 
human beings have built their personality 
only on the basis of what they like and what 
they dislike. I keep hearing this in America 
– people say, “I’m a coffee person”, “I’m 
a green tea person”, “I’m a beer person.” 
Essentially, your personality is all about your 
likes and dislikes. If you like something, it 
gets exaggerated in your mind positively. If 
you dislike something, it gets exaggerated 
negatively. 
Once you start this process, if you have a mild 
sense of exaggeration within you, we say you 
have a personality. If you have a strong sense 
of likes and dislikes, we say you have a strong 
personality. If you have extreme levels of 
likes and dislikes, we say you are a tyrant. If 

IF YOU DON’T LOSE YOURSELF,
YOU’RE A LOST CASE
RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY 
AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION
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you like for one day. Just keep switching. 
After some time, you know that you have 
been playing a stupid game and destroying 
yourself. Don’t do that to yourself. 
Do you want to spend your life doing your silly 
drama in your mind or do you want to know 
this life and experience it, or at least be touched 
by this life. That is why life is here, so that it 
happens in full force and blossoms into its 
fullest possibility. Life is not here for you to do 
your own drama. This is not your stage. This 
creation is the stage for the source of creation 
to dance in full glory. Life allows you a little 
freedom to do some side act, but don’t start 
thinking it is all true and cry your heart out. This 
is not your drama. Just allow this cosmic drama 
to touch you – that is what life is about. 

you have abnormal level of likes and dislikes, 
we say you are just crazy. But even when 
you took the fi rst step, you must know you 
are crazy – not strong enough to be detected, 
but you are an undercover madman! You 
began the process. Maybe you will manage 
to regulate and control it through your entire 
life, or maybe you will lose control of it 
depending upon what life throws at you. 

TRY THIS SIMPLE EXERCISE
I want you to try this simple exercise. Get 
three things that you like and three things 
that you don’t like. Maybe the things that 
you don’t like are people – don’t get them! 
Get their pictures. Now just see, the things 

that you like, if you want, you can dislike. 
The things that you don’t like, if you wish, 
you can actually like them. All it needs is 
exaggeration. You can interchange your likes 
for dislikes, dislikes for likes. But you will 
once again be back in the same state – it is 
just that you like different things and dislike 
different things. 
Go through an experiment like this because it 
is very important for you to understand that 
all your likes and dislikes have no reality to 
it. You just made them up in your mind, “I 
like this, I don’t like this.” Even poison tastes 
good if you like it, you know! Go through this 
a few times – today, you like this, tomorrow 
you don’t like that. What you liked, you 
dislike for one day, what you don’t like, 

IF YOU TRY TO FIND YOURSELF, YOU WILL BE ON AN ENDLESS RUN. A HUMAN BEING IS 
CONSTANTLY LONGING TO BE SOMETHING MORE THAN WHAT HE IS RIGHT NOW. IF HE 
KNOWS ONLY MONEY, HE IS THINKING OF A LITTLE MORE MONEY; IF HE KNOWS POWER, A 
LITTLE MORE POWER; IF HE KNOWS LOVE, A LITTLE MORE LOVE. 
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CATEGORY A BOYS
1 Delhi Shat MISHRA

2 Uttar Pradesh Sukhman SINGH

3 Chandigarh Arjun Singh BHATIA

4 Telengana Vishesh SHARMA

5 Rajasthan Abhyuday Rawat

6 Punjab Jujhar SINGH

7 Maharashtra Aditya Tyagi

8 Punjab Manjot SINGH

9 Karnataka Siddharth PARUTHI

10 Punjab Gurnavjeet Singh BHATIA

CATEGORY B BOYS
1 West Bengal Anshul MISHRA

2 Bihar Abhinav SAHAY

2 Chandigarh Jai GUPTA

2 Karnataka Manoj S

5 Punjab Kuldeep Singh DHESI

6 Karnataka Angad SINGH

7 Delhi Hiransh SINGH

7 Delhi Ranveer DHUPIA

9 West Bengal Ribhav VERMA

10 Maharashtra Ved KAKATKAR

IGU NORTHERN INDIA JUNIOR BOYS
Rambagh Golf Club, Friday April 8, 2022

CATEGORY A & B COMBINED
1 Delhi Shat MISHRA

2 Uttar Pradesh Sukhman SINGH

3 Chandigarh Arjun Singh BHATIA

4 Telengana Vishesh SHARMA

5 Rajasthan Abhyuday Rawat

6 Punjab Jujhar SINGH

6 West Bengal Anshul MISHRA

8 Maharashtra Aditya Tyagi

9 Punjab Manjot SINGH

10 Karnataka Siddharth PARUTHI

IGU RESULTS

IGU ASSAM AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 2022
Digboi Golf Club, Friday 8th April, 2022

1 MILIND SONI

T-2 SHAURYA BHATTACHARYA

T-2 HARIMOHAN SINGH

4 YUVRAJ SINGH

5 LT COL VAROON PARMAR

6 MANDAAR PRASHAR

T-7 VAIBHAV NAIR

T-7 LT COL SHAKTI SINGH

9 GURKIRPAL SINGH

10 ANANT SINGH AHLAWAT

11 BIMAL SINGH SARDER

12 PRANAV MARDIKAR

T-13 BABLOO YADAV

T-13 RANVIR SINGH PANDHER

T-13 JAKIR HUSSAIN

T-16 ARYAN ROOPA ANAND

T-16 SANDEEP YADAV

T-16 PARTEET SINGH SEKHON

T-19 YUVRAJ SINGH HARA

T-19 JAIVEER



GP: Your Golf Journey?
JD: I don’t have any members in my family 
playing golf so I did not pick up the game 
at a young age. I used to play a game 
on my mom’s phone that was related to 
golf and then getting inspired from that I 
started playing golf. It has been about 7 ½ 
years since I have been playing, I shifted to 
Ahmedabad from Kolkata about 1 1/2 years 
back for golf and I practice at the Kalhaar 
Blues and Greens. I aspire to play on the 
LPGA Tour in the future. 

GP: What has been your biggest lesson?
JD: The biggest lesson I have got till now 
is that the game doesn’t end until the 18th 
hole on the final round and anything can 
happen so just not losing hope and giving 
my best no matter what. 

GP: Your training regimen; any specific 
schedule/ plan you might highlight?
JD: I don’t go to normal school; I do open 
schooling so my day starts at the golf club at 
around 7 am. I am there till about 1.30 pm. 
After coming back home I have lunch, take 
a nap for an hour then hit the gym. I follow 
a plan given by my trainer. By the time I 
reach home it is 7.30 pm. I have dinner and 
then go to sleep.
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GP: Your Winning strategy?

JD: Keeping my head steady throughout 
the week and even if I screw up a hole, 
just forgetting about it and play well the 
remaining holes. 

GP: If you had an opportunity to change 
a rule in golf, what would it be?

JD: The rules just make the game interesting 
so I would not want to change any rule. 

What’s in your Golf Bag? 
Wedge  - Titleist SM8
Balls -   Callaway Chrome soft
Irons  -   Titleist AP3
Hybrid  -   Callaway Rogue
Putter  -   Odyssey 
Driver  -   Callaway Rogue

GP: Pastime beyond golf?
JD: Watching shows on Netflix, listening 
to music.

JANNEYA
with

A DASANNIEE

JA
N
N
E
YA

JA
N
N
E
YA

D.O.B: 15.03.2007
Janneya currently ranks on 
the top 10 of the IGU Junior 
Girls ‘A’ Merit List. GolfPlus 
interviews Janneya to discuss 
about her golfing journey 
and her plans on playing on 
the LPGA Tour. 

Format  : Match play
Food : Pizza 
Book : Harry Potter
Male Golfer : Tiger Woods
Female Golfer : Nelly Korda 

Janneya’s Favorite
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T he fi nal day of the IGU Selection Trials for the 2022 Asian Games saw Viraj Madappa 
shoot 5 under 67 in the fi nal round taking the pole position, while Rashid Khan 
fi nished second. 

In the Women’s category amateur Avani Prashanth shot a 1 under 71 to fi nish on top of the 
leaderboard.

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE 
ASIAN GAMES TRIALS

Men’s Category

1) Anirban Lahiri 

2) Shubhankar Sharma

3) Viraj Madappa 

4) Rashid Khan

Karandeep Kocchar (Reserve 1)

Krishnav N Chopra (Reserve 2)

Women’s Category

1) Aditi Ashok

2) Tvesa Malik

3) Avani Prashanth 

Jahanvi Bakshi (Reserve 1)

Hitaashee Bakshi (Reserve 2)

The final team composition for 2022 Asian Games is as follows:-
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Cover Story

ROLEX TESTIMONEE 

SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER
CAPTURES MAIDEN MAJOR AND FIRST MASTERS TITLE 

Rolex testimonee Scottie Scheffler celebrates winning the Masters at Augusta National Golf Club
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olex Testimonee and World No.1, 
Scottie Scheffl er has won the 86th 
Masters Tournament to claim the 

coveted Green Jacket. 
Scheffl er, the world’s top ranked golfer held 
a three-shot lead heading into the fi nal day to 
produce another impressive round, playing 
with great precision and style throughout the 
tournament demonstrating unrivalled fi nesse 
and skill around the greens in his quest for 
perpetual excellence and his fi rst major title.
With this thrilling performance, the 25-year-
old from USA, who turned professional in 
2018, secured the fi rst major title of his career 
and fourth worldwide victory, joining an 
esteemed group of players to have won their 
fi rst major at Augusta National Golf Club 
including Rolex Testimonees Adam Scott, 
Jordan Spieth and Tiger Woods.
Following his victory, Scottie Scheffl er, said: 
“I always just dreamed of being here and 
competing. I can’t put into words what it 
means that I’ll be able to come back here for 
a lifetime. To have the honour of winning the 
golf tournament is so special.”
One of the world’s most revered courses, 
Augusta National Golf Club in Georgia, USA, 
once again produced four days of world-class 
golf, placing a premium on accurate iron-play 
and precise putting. After his fi nal-round 71, 
Scheffl er claimed victory with a 10-under-par 
total of 278, giving him a three-stroke winning 
margin over the invitation-only fi eld.

Rolex’s support for golf dates back to 1967 
and includes more than two decades in 
partnership with Augusta National Golf Club, 
whose rich history, uncompromising standards 
and respect for tradition mirror Rolex’s own 
commitment to perpetual excellence in all its 
endeavours.
Scottie Scheffl er, who in 2013 was named 
the American Junior Golf Association’s 
Rolex Junior Player of the Year aged 17 years 
old, adds his name to the brand’s long list 
of Testimonees to have won this esteemed 
tournament, including The Big Three - Arnold 

Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player - 
who claimed a combined 13 Masters titles 
between them over a 28-year period between 
1958 and 1986.

“I always just dreamed 
of being here and 
competing. I can’t put 
into words what it means 
that I’ll be able to come 
back here for a lifetime. 
To have the honour 
of winning the golf 
tournament is so special.”

Rolex Testimonee Scottie Scheffler walking to the no. 18 green on his way to victory at Augusta National Golf Club

Scottie Scheffler walking to the no. 18 green on his way to victory

R

Cover Story



ime seemed to stand still as 
Cameron Smith’s tee shot at TPC 
Sawgrass’ 17th hole made its way 
toward the famed island green.
And why wouldn’t it? After all, 

the daunting environment and windy conditions 
had combined to send 64 balls spiraling toward 
the water over four rounds at THE PLAYERS 
Championship, and this time was no different. 
With the Sunday pin in place and Smith on the 
verge of his fi rst signature win, the throngs of 
fans in attendance held their breath as the ball 
came tumbling downward.
“Yeah, my heart was in the throat there for a 
second,” Smith said. “But I knew it was the 
right club.”
Boy, was it. Smith’s 9-iron 
at the 135-yard par-3 was 
right on the number, as 
the ball landed just beyond 
four feet from the hole. It 
was the second-closest 
shot of the day at 17 and 
gave Smith one last birdie 
– just what he needed to 
stave off Anirban Lahiri 
by a single stroke to win 
the PGA TOUR’s fl agship 
event.
“I hit a really good shot,” 
he said. “The wind didn’t 
quite hit it as much as what 

Todd Anderson is the Director 
of Instruction at the PGA TOUR 
Performance Center at TPC 
Sawgrass, home of THE PLAYERS 
Championship. The 2010 
National PGA Teacher of the 
Year has seen his students amass 
more than 50 victories across the 
PGA TOUR and Korn Ferry Tour, 
including two FedExCup titles. 
He is currently rated by Golf 
Digest as one of the top 20 golf 
instructors in the United States.

T

OWN THE ISLAND 
GREEN LIKE 
CAMERON SMITH: 
DECONSTRUCTING THE WINNING 
SHOT AT TPC SAWGRASS

by Chris Cox/PGA TOUR

Official PGA TOUR Content
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I thought it was going to. Kind of left it alone 
there for a long time and just kind of helped me 
out there at the end. I’d be lying if I said I was 
aiming there. I was probably aiming 10 feet left 
of that. But still wanted to stay aggressive, still 
wanted to make birdie.”
That was the key to the shot from the eyes 
of Todd Anderson, Director of Instruction at 
the PGA TOUR Performance Center at TPC 
Sawgrass. Despite the daunting circumstances, 
Smith still took an aggressive swing on a 
relatively conservative starting line – a key to 
mastering the nerve-wracking island green. 
“He wasn’t thinking, ‘This is for THE 
PLAYERS, this is to win US$3 million,’” 
Anderson said. “He took all the elements that 
were part of the shot, broke it down and said, 
‘OK, it’s a three-quarter 9-iron, I’m aiming 15 
feet left of the hole, I’m going to hit a little low 
fade up against the wind, try to catch the slope 
and get it to go down to the hole.’ 
“He stayed in the moment of executing the shot 
at hand, not thinking about, ‘Oh my gosh, there’s 
water everywhere. I’m in-between clubs. I don’t 
know what I’m going to do,’ then proceed to 
make an indecisive swing.”
How the heck do I play No. 17? 
It’s one of the most common questions Anderson 
fi elds from newcomers to TPC Sawgrass, and 
his answer is always the same – whatever club 
you take, make sure you make an aggressive 
swing to your target.
“It’s kind of like going into a fi st fi ght. You want 
to make sure that if you’re going to go in there 
that you land some punches,” he said. “When 
you have a mentally challenging shot —because 
all you see is water and this little round circle of 

Cameron Smith

green-you have to be aggressive, pick a specifi c 
target, a specifi c distance you’re trying to hit, 
and make a decisive swing. 
“You don’t want to get up there and make a 
scared swing trying not to hit it in the water. You 
want to make a decisive swing of what you need 
to do to hit it on the green.”
And that’s precisely what Smith did, taking 
a shorter backswing while still making an 
aggressive swing into the ball. “Under pressure, 
you don’t want to be trying to do anything too 
easy because your adrenaline’s gone and you’re 
going to instinctively swing a little bit harder,” 
Anderson notes.
While most players spent the fi nal round bailing 
out toward the front-left of the green, Smith and 
the chasing Lahiri both took aggressive shots at 
the fl ag, even with all that was on the line. That 
confi dence is key on par-3s as daunting as this 
one, where the mind can often play games on 
players.
“I think the average golfer gets up there and 
they’re unsure as to how far they can hit it, 
number one, and they’re unsure they’re going 
to hit it solidly, number two,” Anderson said. 
“So basically what they do is get up there and 
make an uncommitted swing. They’re trying to 
hit the green as opposed to a specifi c point on 
the green.”
Think of it like shooting a bow and arrow, 

Anderson explains. If you’re aiming for the 
bullseye, it’s fairly easy to hit the target. “But 
if you’re just looking at the target,” he says, “all 
of the sudden it’s the old aim small, miss small 
thing.” 
A game plan is critical. Have a specifi c spot 
you want to hit the ball, a specifi c distance 
you’re trying to hit it, and a specifi c mindset as 
you approach the ball. “As opposed to getting 
up there and thinking, ‘Gee, I just hope I can 
hit this on the green.’ Know what I mean?” 
Anderson says.
Those are the key elements to owning the island 
green like Cameron Smith - a prepared strategy 
on a shot you’re comfortable playing. And if 
in-between clubs, take a shorter backswing but 
remember to stay aggressive through the ball. 
That way, you can control the ball and hit it 
solidly.
And don’t forget to have a positive swing 
thought, Anderson adds. Maybe it’s “Shoulder-
high backswing! Accelerate through!” Whatever 
helps ensure that you don’t decelerate through 
the ball and will help you execute the shot you 
envisioned.
Then, go tap in for birdie. Just like Cameron 
Smith.
Follow Anderson on Twitter @ToddAndersonTPC, 
and watch Smith every week on Fox Sports 
Australia.

“YEAH, MY HEART WAS IN THE THROAT THERE FOR A 
SECOND, BUT I KNEW IT WAS THE RIGHT CLUB.”
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CONTINUES 
IN CONQUEST 
OF AUGUSTA 
NATIONAL

SCHEFFLER’S 
DOMINANCE

T
he world’s top-ranked golfer woke 
up Sunday morning in his Augusta, 
Georgia, rental home crying tears 
of despair. It was the fi nal day of the 
Masters and, despite having a three-

shot lead and riding the hottest streak that 
the PGA TOUR has seen in years, Scottie 
Scheffl er suddenly faced a surprising crisis of 
confi dence.
“I was so stressed out,” he said.
So much so that he turned to wife Meredith 
and told her fl atly, “I don’t feel like I’m ready 
for this kind of stuff.”
Admitted Scheffl er: “I just felt overwhelmed.”

Relying on their shared faith, Meredith talked 
him off the ledge. A big breakfast then calmed 
his nervous stomach. 
By the time he reached the training room 
at Augusta National, he was back in his 
environment. And when Scheffl er stepped 

onto the fi rst tee with caddie Ted Scott, he 
felt at peace. The crisis had been replaced by 
a mission: Complete the journey to become a 
major champion.
“The human condition is to make things bigger 
than they really are,” Scheffl er said. “And 

Torrid stretch endures for 
world’s top-ranked player 
as Masters triumph 
marks fourth PGA TOUR 
win in six starts

by Mike McAllister



years from now I would say people may not 
remember me as a champion, and that’s fi ne. 
But in the moment, you think it’s a lot bigger 
deal than it really is.”
Actually, it’s a very big deal what Scheffl er has 
going on right now. 
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His Masters victory is his fourth PGA TOUR 
win in his last six starts, adding to his previous 
wins at the WM Phoenix Open, Arnold Palmer 
Invitational presented by Mastercard, and the 
World Golf Championships-Dell Technologies 
Match Play. Not since Jason Day in 2015 has 

a TOUR pro produced four wins in a six-start 
stretch.
And not since 1999 has a golfer won four 
times in a PGA TOUR season by the end of 
the Masters. David Duval did it back then, 
winning four of his fi rst eight starts that year.

I was doing 
my best just to 
stay present 
and enjoy the 
moment.”
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Scheffl er also becomes the fi rst FedExCup 
leader to win the Masters since the FedExCup 
was established in 2007. He extended his 
FedExCup lead to 1,236 points over No. 2 
Cameron Smith, this year’s winner of THE 
PLAYERS Championship and one of his 
few pursuers during Masters weekend, which 
Scheffl er entered with a fi ve-shot lead after 36 
holes.
Scheffl er also becomes the sixth player to win 
in his fi rst PGA TOUR start as World No. 1. 
And he becomes just the second player to win 
at least four times, including a major and a 
World Golf Championships event, in the same 
season. The only other player? Tiger Woods, 

who did it eight times.
One other thing worth noting: Scheffl er 
becomes the fi rst player in fi ve years to win 
on the PGA TOUR and then win a major in 
his next start since his friend and fellow Dallas 
resident Jordan Spieth did it in 2017.
All this is to say that this is a pretty incredible 
stretch of golf we’re seeing right now from the 
25-year-old Scheffl er, who until two months 
ago was still seeking his fi rst win on TOUR.
“We all wish we had that two, three-month 
window when we get hot, and hopefully 
majors fall somewhere along in that window,” 
Woods said when asked about Scheffl er’s 
streak. “We take care of it in those windows. 

“Scottie seems to be in that window right 
now.”
Of course, the question now becomes: How 
long will that window last?
Will he extend it through the summer to collect 
more TOUR wins, more majors? Will he still 
be hot once the FedExCup Playoffs begin with 
the FedEx St. Jude Championship in August? 
Since the turn of the century, the most TOUR 
wins in a single season is nine, achieved by 
Woods in 2000 and Vijay Singh in 2004. 
Is Scheffl er on that kind of path?
It will be fun to see how it plays out, to see 
Scheffl er chase historic greatness with his 
every start. Who knows, perhaps there will 
be more Sunday mornings that may cause 
Scheffl er to wonder if he’s ready for this kind 
of stuff.
For now, though, he’s not looking ahead. He’s 
never really taken that kind of long-range 
perspective. He’s the kind of player who rarely 
looks at leaderboards. He just wants to keep 
his head down, focus on the next shot and 
grind away.
“I’ve never been a guy that likes to look too far 
into the future,” Scheffl er said. “So for me just 
staying present has always been what works 
best for me. So even though I would get asked 
the questions – when are you going get your 
fi rst win? - all the questions you get asked in 
rooms like this, the only time I ever thought 
about it was then. 
“For me, I was doing my best just to stay 
present and enjoy the moment.”
Right now, there’s plenty of moments for 
Scheffl er to enjoy - and plenty of his fellow 
PGA TOUR pros who are trying to fi gure out 
just how to slow down his dominance.

“The human condition is to 
make things bigger than 
they really are,  and years 
from now I would say people 
may not remember me as a 
champion, and that’s fi ne. 
But in the moment, you think 
it’s a lot bigger deal than it 
really is.”



THE STAGE IS SET. THE STARS ARE HERE. 
D O N ’ T  M I S S  T H E  A C T I O N  AT  P G AT O U R . C O M 



Chad Ramey won the windswept 
Corales Puntacana Championship 
on Sunday for his fi rst PGA TOUR 

title, beating Ben Martin and Alex Smalley by 
a stroke.

Ramey closed with a 5-under 67, completing 
a two-putt par on the par-4 18th after Martin 
missed a 6-foot birdie try that would have 
forced a playoff.

“It was honestly like I always thought it would 
be,” Ramey said. “It was very stressful, very 
nerve-wracking coming down the stretch, 
but I just grinded it out, kind of stuck to my 
process, stayed within myself and pulled it 
out.”

Two strokes behind Martin entering the 
round, Ramey made four straight birdies on 
Nos. 13-16 to take the lead and parred the par-
3 17th at Corales Golf Course.

“I’ve been rolling the putter good all day, they 
just hadn’t been going in,” Ramey said. “I was 
kind of all around the hole on the front side. 
I didn’t change a thing, I didn’t do anything 
different. They just started going in.”

With the tournament played opposite 
the World Golf Championships-Dell 
Technologies Match Play event in Austin, 
Texas, Ramey earned 300 FedExCup points. 
The 29-year-old from Mississippi fi nished at 
17-under 271.

“I think it will take maybe a day or two to sink 
in,” Ramey said. “Everything’s pretty surreal, 
happening pretty fast, but I’m defi nitely 
excited.”
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CHAD RAMEY WINS
CORALES PUNTACANA 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Scottie Scheffl er’s father 
pulled him into a huge bear 
hug on the 15th green at Austin 

Country Club right after his boy became 
the best golfer in the world, but his fi rst 
words were not about his son’s victory 
at the World Golf Championships-Dell 
Technologies Match Play. 
“I love you, Scott. I’m more proud of who 
you are than your golf. You’re a wonderful 
young man,” Scott Scheffl er said after his 
progeny claimed a third victory in fi ve 
starts on the PGA TOUR, the second 
quickest from a fi rst to third win since 
1996 (David Duval, 21 days).
His wife Meredith – they met in high school – only found out about the chance to become world No. 
1 on Saturday night when Scottie told her. The response was, “Promise me you’ll never change.”
It’s a window into the universe of the 25-year-old who has always appeared humble and hardly 
ever fazed. A balanced life and having fun are more important than rankings on a page. And so 
there seems little chance he will change despite joining Tiger Woods, Rory McIlroy, Justin Thomas, 
Jordan Spieth and Jon Rahm as the only players to reach the top at 25 or younger. With only 92 
professional starts to his name, only Woods (21) and Spieth (77) needed fewer to get there.
“I don’t feel like No. 1 in the world. I feel like the same guy I was four months ago, and I hope that 
doesn’t change,” Scheffl er said himself. 
“He will stay down to earth. He has three sisters and a wife who will keep him in line,” older sister 
Callie said as she choked back tears after devotedly watching her little brother win seven matches 
over fi ve days.

FAMILY PROMISES TO KEEP SCOTTIE 
SCHEFFLER GROUNDED AS WORLD NO. 1

J.J. Spaun won his fi rst PGA TOUR 
event - and his fi rst trip to the Masters - 
by fi ring a fi nal-round 69 at the Valero 

Texas Open. 
In his 147th PGA TOUR start, Spaun survived a 
double-bogey start to his round by recording fi ve 
birdies with no bogeys to fi nish at 13-under at 
TPC San Antonio. It gave him a two-shot margin 
over Matt Kuchar (69) and Matt Jones (66).
Adam Hadwin (67), Beau Hossler (72), Charles 
Howell III (69) and Troy Merritt (69) tied for 
fourth at 10-under.
The 31-year-old Spaun closed with four straight 
pars, and no one could close in on him. His 
previous best fi nish on TOUR was runner-up in 2018 at The RSM Classic.
Jones missed a 3-foot par putt on the 16th, birdied the 17th and missed a 14-foot birdie putt on the 
fi nal hole.
Kuchar needed a birdie on the fi nal hole and Spaun to make bogey to force a playoff. Spaun found 
trouble off the tee in the left rough, but Kuchar’s second shot went into the water. Spaun reached the 
green of the par-5 fi nishing hole in three and his fi nal putt was less than 2 feet.
It was a missed opportunity to get back to the Masters for Kuchar and Brandt Snedeker, who shared 
the lead after the fi rst two holes Sunday. Between them, they have 26 Masters appearances, seven top 
10s and each has a top-3 fi nish.
Snedeker fi nished tied for 18th after a 75.

J.J. SPAUN WINS VALERO TEXAS OPEN FOR 
FIRST TOUR TITLE



TOUR Championship in September. He 
was second last week in the RBC Heritage.
Schauffele won for the fi fth time. He last 
won at the 2019 Sentry Tournament of 
Champions.
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JORDAN SPIETH WINS IN PLAYOFF AT RBC HERITAGE
Jordan Spieth hit a 56-foot shot 
from a greenside bunker to 7 
inches and beat Patrick Cantlay 

with the tap-in par putt on the fi rst hole of a 
playoff Sunday in the RBC Heritage.

Playing four groups ahead of Cantlay, Spieth 
birdied Harbour Town’s par-4 18th lighthouse 
hole in regulation, holing a 10-footer for a 
5-under 66 and 13-under 271 total. Cantlay 
parred the 18th in regulation for a 68.

When Spieth fi nished, he was a stroke behind 
Shane Lowry. But Lowry’s chip on the par-3 
14th raced across the green and into the water, 
leading to double bogey. He fi nished a stroke 
back after a 69.

In the playoff, Cantlay also hit into the front 
bunker, with his lie looking like a fried egg. 
He blasted 35 feet past the cup and missed the 
par putt.

Three strokes behind Harold Varner III 
entering the round, Spieth eagled both front-
nine par 5s to get into the mix.

Spieth won his 13th PGA TOUR title and 
second straight on Easter Sunday after taking 
the Valero Texas Open a year ago to end a 
four-year drought.

Cam Davis (63) also was a stroke back with 
Varner (70), J.T. Poston (64), Cameron Young 
(66), Sepp Straka (68), Matt Kuchar (68).

Patrick Cantlay and Xander 
Schauffele held off Sam Burns 
and Billy Horschel by two 

strokes Sunday in a record-setting, wire-to-
wire victory in the Zurich Classic of New 
Orleans.
Cantlay and Schauffele closed with an even-
par-72 in the alternate-shot fi nal round to 
fi nish at 29-under 259 at TPC Louisiana. 
They broke the tournament record of 27 
under set by Kevin Kisner-Scott Brown and 
Jonas Blixt-Cameron Smith in 2017, the fi rst 
year the tournament was played as a team 
event.
Cantlay and Schauffele opened with a record 
59 in best-ball play Thursday, and began 
Sunday at 29 under after shattering the 54-
hole record of 23 under.
Local favorite and LSU graduate Sam Burns 
and Billy Horschel pulled within one after 
birdieing the eighth, 10th and 11th holes. 
But Burns’ tee shot on the short par-4 16th 
found the water and a bogey on the par-3 
17th left them three behind. They shot 68.

Doc Redman and Sam Ryder were third at 
24 under after a 67.
Cantlay, the defending FedExCup champion 
and PGA TOUR Player of the Year, won 
his seventh TOUR title and fi rst since the 

PATRICK CANTLAY AND XANDER SCHAUFFELE GO WIRE-TO-WIRE IN WIN

Spieth has won from the bunker before. He 
beat Daniel Berger with greenside bunker 
shot on fi rst extra hole at the 2017 Travelers 
Championship.

Others besides Cantlay, who missed a 
15-footer for birdie on his 72nd hole, had a 

chance to catch Spieth. Straka tied Spieth at 13 
under with a birdie on the 17th, then bogeyed 
the fi nal hole after his approach found some 
gnarly long grass in front of the green. Varner 
had birdie chances on each of his last four 
holes, yet could not convert any of them.



Ratchanon Chantananuwat, Thailand’s 
teenage golf sensation, fi nally 

achieved the impossible when he claimed the 
US$750,000 Trust Golf Asian Mixed Cup – 
becoming the youngest male player to win on 
one of the game’s major Tours.
The 15-year-old amateur –– fi red a seven-
under-par 65 to fi nish on 20 under and beat 
Korean Joohyung Kim by two shots at Siam 
Country Club’s Waterside Course.
Kim, aged 19, returned a 64 while American 
lefthander Paul Peterson and Bio Kim from 
Korea ended third one stroke behind after 
fi ring 68 and 69 respectively.
Ratchanon at 15 years old and 37 days old 
improved upon the previous best youngest 
winner mark set by Japan’s Ryo Ishikawa, who 
was 15 years and eight months when won the 
Japan Tour’s 2007 Munsingwear Open KSB 
Cup. 
And on the Asian Tour Thailand’s Chinnarat 
Phadungsil had been the previous youngest 
champion, having claimed the 2005 Double A 
International Open when he was 17 years and 
fi ve days old.
In one of the most captivating and historic 
fi nishes to an Asian Tour event, a whole host 
of players were in contention on the back nine.
But Ratchanon, playing in the penultimate 
group, made the decisive move when he 

birdied 14 and 15, for a three-shot lead over 
the chasing pack.
His cause was also helped when Kim, playing 
two groups ahead, found water on 17 and 
made bogey.

That appeared to hand victory to Ratchanon 
but Kim sensationally holed a 15 footer for 
eagle on the par-fi ve 18th to get to 18 under 
and give the young Thai golfer a one-shot lead 
playing the last.
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“TK” RATCHANON SETS WORLD RECORD

The Asian Development Tour (ADT) 
and MENA Tour will break new ground 

in May, when they jointly-sanction four events 
in Phuket – which will be called the “Beautiful 
Thailand Swing”.
Four three-day events will take place over a 
span of three weeks at Laguna Golf Phuket and 
Blue Canyon Country Club, signifying the start 
of an emerging new relationship between the 
ADT and MENA Tours.
The ADT restarted last week with the Gurugram 
Challenge in India, where victory went to 
American Dodge Kemmer, following a two-
year break caused by the pandemic.
“This marks another signifi cant moment in 
our return,” said Cho Minn Thant, CEO & 
Commissioner, Asian Tour.
“The Asian Development Tour is an important 
part of our architecture and while it was 
encouraging to see it restart in India last week 
it is really exciting for it now to be building 
momentum and heading to Phuket for four 
events with our friends from the MENA Tour.”
Last year the Asian Tour entered a strategic 

“BEAUTIFUL THAILAND SWING” LAUNCHED ON ADT AND MENA TOUR IN MAY 

partnership with the MENA Tour which will 
help facilitate the formation of one of the most 
comprehensive and innovative development 

tours in the modern game.
The “Beautiful Thailand Swing” represents the 
start of this process.
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KEMMER MASTERS THE GURUGRAM CHALLENGE 

He shot a fi ne fi nal round six-under-
par 66 (his third 66 in a row) at Classic 
Golf & Country Club, just outside New 

Delhi, to impressively fi nish 23 under and beat 
Thailand’s Chanat Sakulpolaphaisan by three 
shots. Chanat closed with a 68, while India’s 
Arjun Bhati was two shots further back in third 
after shooting 66.
Indonesian Rory Hie, the leader after each 
of the fi rst three days, carded a disappointing 
73 to tie for fourth, six behind Kemmer, with 
Indian Yuvraj Singh Sandhu (67) and England’s 
Joshua Grenville-Wood (68).
Kemmer, aged 34, started the fi nal round one 
behind Hie, but played fl awless golf to win, 
carding four birdies on the front and two on the 
back.
His success ratifi ed his decision to stay on for 
the event after last week’s The DGC Open 
presented by Mastercard, where he fi nished 
joint 49th.
“It was a great decision!” said Kemmer.
“I like being in India, it was an easy choice. 
Obviously, a win is always good and good for 
the confi dence and gets me in a good place on 
the ADT list in case I need that to stay on the 
Asian Tour next year.”

The American, a graduate of the prestigious 
Stanford University like current Asian Tour 
number one Sihwan Kim from the United Sates, 
turned professional in 2010 and made it through 
the Asian Tour Qualifying School in 2012. His 
best fi nish on the Asian Tour came in the 2017 
Bashundhara Bangladesh Open while he has 
also three top-fi ve ADT fi nishes to his name.
He added: “I saw on the forecast it was going 

to be windy and I noticed a lot of the pins 
yesterday and they were defi nitely the hardest 
of the week so I didn’t have a number in mind 
or expectations but I knew that scores would 
probably be higher, just with the wind and 
the pins, and so probably played a little more 

conservative if anything into the greens and that 
defi nitely paid off as I didn’t have any bogeys, 
which is a great way to have a fi nal round.”

American Dodge Kemmer claimed his fi rst title in Asia after a decade of trying when 
he won the US$75,000 Gurugram Challenge – an event jointly sanctioned by the Asian 
Development Tour and Professional Golf Tour of India.

I like being in India, it 
was an easy choice. Obviously, 
a win is always good and good 

for the confi dence and gets 
me in a good place on the ADT 
list in case I need that to stay 
on the Asian Tour next year.
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Mateusz Gradecki secured a maiden 
European Challenge Tour victory in 

dramatic style at the Limpopo Championship, 
becoming only the second Challenge Tour winner 
to hail from Poland after Adrian Meronk. 
The 27-year-old entered the fi nal round fi ve-
strokes behind Demark’s Oliver Hundebøll but 
carded a brilliant bogey-free six under par round 
of 66 at Euphoria Golf Club to reach a 19 under 
par total and fi nish three shots ahead of South 
African Hennie du Plessis.
The Pole now moves to sixth position on the Road 
to Mallorca Rankings and was clearly emotional 
after securing a fi rst victory on the Challenge Tour.
“It feels amazing,” he said. “I’m over the moon 
and all the emotions are running right now 
because I can’t believe I have fi nally got that fi rst 
win on the Challenge Tour.
“My putting was key to victory today. I know I 
have been good enough to win tournaments at 
this level but my putting had to get better. I have 
been working hard on it over the last few and I’m 
delighted to see it pay off today.

“This victory means everything to me. I never 
stopped believing and I knew my time would 
come eventually.”
Germany’s Nick Bachem claimed third place on 
15 under par, while Dutchman Lars van Meijel, 
South African Bryce Easton and Hundebøll 
shared fourth place on 14 under.

American Sihwan Kim rounded off an 
excellent week at Siam Country Club’s 

Waterside Course with a two-point victory at 
the Trust Golf Asian Mixed Stableford Challenge.
The US$750,000 event, which was co-sanctioned 
by the Ladies European Tour and Asian Tour, saw 
a Modifi ed Stableford being used with points 
based on the number of strokes taken at each hole 
with albatross: 8 points, eagle: 5 points, birdie: 
2 points, par: 0 points, bogey: -1 point, double 
bogey or more: -3 points.
After four rounds, Kim came out on top scoring 
49 points to claim the inaugural title and fi nish 
two points ahead of Sweden’s Maja Stark, who 
was the best-placed female.
Heading into the fi nal day, the 33-year-old held an 
eight-point lead but didn’t get off to the best of starts with a bogey on the second hole.
Three birdies on fi ve, eight and 12 saw the American extended his points advantage at the top of the 
leaderboard before another dropped shot on 13th, but then came a rain delay for 90 minutes.
After the resumption, Kim came out the blocks fi ring with three birdies in-a-row and although he made 
a double bogey on the last it was enough to record his second win in six weeks.
“Obviously any win is a hard win. With Phachara just going strong in the beginning that put extra 
pressure on me, but after the restart I think that cooled Phachara off and made me hot,” said Sihwan.
“I just said on 18 all I need to do is make par, I was seven points ahead. All I needed to do was get 
it into play and I thought the wind was more into, but I did kind of fan it right and I didn’t think it 
was going to go that far into the bushes and after that I said I just should have hit driver anyway.
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Thai amateur Ratchanon “TK” 
Chantananuwat fi red a fi nal round 

of 65 (-7) to secure a two-shot 
victory at the Trust Golf Asian Mixed 
Cup and become the youngest male 
player to win of the game’s major Tours.
The 15-year-old was impressive 
throughout his week at the Waterside 
Course at Siam Country Club recording 
rounds of 63, 70, 70 and 65 to fi nish at a 
total of 20-under-par.
Chantananuwat, who began the day at 
-13, started his round well with three 
birdies in the opening nine holes.
A dropped shot on the 10th was soon 
of no importance as the teenager rolled 
in four birdies in fi ve holes before 
making another birdie on 18 to be sure 
of victory.
With the win, Chantananuwat bests the 
previous youngest winner mark which 
was held by Japan’s Ryo Ishikawa, 
who was 15 years and eight months 
when he won the Japan’s Tour 2007 
Munsingwear Open KSB Cup.
And the previous best on the Asian Tour 
was Thailand’s Chinnarat Phadungil 
who claimed the 2005 Double A 
International Open when he was 17 
years and fi ve days.
The all-time record is held by 
Thailand’s Atthaya Thitikul who won 
the Ladies European Thailand Open on 
the LET in 2017 at the age of 14 years, 
four months and 19 days old.
“I am very excited, but I felt a lot of 
pressure,” said the 15-year-old. “I have 
got to be honest, I got pretty lucky, I had 
hit two or three terrible drives.

RATCHANON “TK” 
WINS TRUST GOLF 
ASIAN MIXED CUP

SIHWAN KIM WINS TRUST GOLF ASIAN 
MIXED STABLEFORD CHALLENGE 

GRADECKI SEALS MAIDEN CHALLENGE 
TOUR TITLE IN LIMPOPO 



Fellow Spaniard Adrian Otaegui and his two 
playing partners in the fi nal group, Aaron 
Cockerill of Canada and South Africa’s Hennie 
Du Plessis, all remained in contention coming 
down the stretch having shared a three-way tie 
for the lead heading into the fi nal round.
But Larrazábal’s 15 under total, after an eight 
under fi nal round, was enough to clinch a 
seventh Tour title – moving him alongside Jon 
Rahm, Alvaro Quiros and Gonzalo Fernandez-
Castaño on the list of Spaniards with most 
wins, and making him the second multiple 
winner of the 2022 season after World Number 
One Scottie Scheffl er.
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Pablo Larrazábal claimed his seventh 
DP World Tour title, and his second in 

just four appearances, after the Spaniard 
birdied the fi nal hole for a scorching 62 and 
a fi rst win on home soil at the ISPS Handa 
Championship in Spain.
The 38-year-old, who won the MyGolfLife 
Open hosted by Pecanwood last month in 
South Africa, began the fi nal round three 
strokes back at Infi nitum - just outside 
Tarragona and merely one hour down the 
road from his home in Barcelona - and he 
catapulted himself into the mix courtesy of 
fi ve successive birdies from the ninth.

Scotland’s Ewen Ferguson claimed his 
fi rst DP World Tour title, producing a fi ne 

fi nish in windy conditions to win the 2022 
Commercial Bank Qatar Masters by one shot.
Ferguson went into Sunday’s fi nal round three 
shots adrift of overnight co-leaders Adrian 
Meronk of Poland and England’s Matthew Jordan 
but as the duo slipped on the back nine, the 
European Challenge Tour graduate was able to 
take full advantage, fi ring an eagle and a birdie in 
his last three holes to lift the trophy.
After shrugging off the disappointment of a 
double bogey at the second hole, Ferguson birdied 
the sixth before carding nine straight pars at Doha 
Golf Club.
A tremendous chip-in eagle from over the back 
of the 16th green propelled the 25 year old into a 
share of the lead, and he calmly holed a 16-foot 
birdie putt at the last to sign for a closing 70 and 
set the clubhouse target on seven under par.
He faced an anxious wait as Meronk and Jordan 
still had a handful of holes to complete, but 
no-one could catch the Scot and he was able 
to celebrate his fi rst professional win, joining 
Andrew Coltart (1998) and Paul Lawrie (1999 
and 2012) as Scottish winners of the Commercial 
Bank Qatar Masters.

Clément Sordet secured his fi fth 
European Challenge Tour title at the SDC 

Open after defeating South African Ruan 
Conradie in a play-off.
The Frenchman bounced back brilliantly from 
two bogeys in his opening four holes to card a 
fi ve under par round of 67, setting the clubhouse 
target at 21 under par, before Conradie joined 
him at the top of the leaderboard to force a play-
off at Zebula Golf Estate & Spa.
Sordet birdied the fi rst extra hole to defeat 
home favourite Conradie, who could only make 
par, and his victory in victory in South Africa 
sees the 29-year-old climb 19 places to fourth 
position on the Road to Mallorca Rankings, 

while Conradie catapults to eighth.
Overnight leader Deon Germishuys fi nished 
one shot off the pace, while Englishman Marco 
Penge was fourth on 19 under par.
Sordet was delighted to secure his fi rst victory 
since the 2017 NBO Golf Classic Grand Final, 
a year in which he fi nished second on the 
Challenge Tour Rankings behind Finland’s 
Tapio Pulkkanen, admitting he has struggled 
with his game over the last few years.
“It feels surreal right now to get the win and it 
will take time to sink in,” he said. “The last few 
years have been tough on the DP World Tour 
and it is nice to return to the Challenge Tour and 
pick up a victory so early on in the season.

FERGUSON SEALS 
MAIDEN WIN IN 
QATAR 

SORDET SEALS FIFTH CHALLENGE TOUR 
TITLE AT ZEBULA 

LARRAZÁBAL IN SEVENTH HEAVEN WITH VICTORY AT INFINITUM



Lucrezia Colombotto Rosso secured 
victory at the Terre Blanche Ladies 
Open after beating Chiara Noja in a 

playoff.
After rounds of 70 (-2) and 69 (-3) on the fi rst 
two days, the Italian produced a fi nal round of 
70 (-2) to put her at seven-under-par for the 
tournament level with Noja.
But it was Colombotto Rosso who came out 
on top in the playoff rolling in a birdie on the 
fourth hole to secure her fi rst title on the LET 
Access Series.
The 26-year-old began her round steadily with 

seven pars before back-to-back birdies on the 
eighth and ninth to make the turn in 34 (-2).
Two further birdies on 13 and 15 put 
Colombotto Rosso at the top of the 
leaderboard but a bogey on the 16th brought 
her back to the fi eld.
A double bogey on the 17th for the Italian 
saw Noja sit at the top of the leaderboard once 
again, but Colombotto Rosso fi nished with a 
birdie on the last to seal the playoff.
It was a second-place fi nish for the 16-year-
old who made two bogeys and one birdie on 
her front nine before an eagle on the 10th.

Lee Anne Pace claimed success in the 
Investec South African Women’s 
Open for a record fi fth time at 

Steenberg Golf Club, after emerging 
victorious in an epic playoff battle with 
Magdalena Simmermacher in Cape Town. 
The duo were locked at level-par after 72 
holes, as overnight leader Becky Brewerton 
slipped out of contention after a fi nal round 
78 (+6), before heading down the 18th six 
times until Pace edged out the Argentinian. 
The local talent started the day seven shots 
behind the leader, but the Cape Town native 
played the conditions superbly throughout 
the day, as she registered a fi nal round score 

of 70 (-2) to put herself into contention 
alongside Simmermacher, before a bogey 
from Brewerton saw her miss out on the 
playoff. 
And with the sun starting to set over Table 
Mountain, both players pulled out a number 
of spectacular shots to keep the contest 
alive, before Simmermacher’s approach hit 
the water, leaving Pace with a two-putt to 
win, and she made no mistake. 
And with her 11th LET victory Pace also 
earned herself a place at the US Women’s 
Open later in the year, making it a double 
celebration for the South African star in 
front of her home crowd. 
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Ladies on the Link

I t was a dream start to life on the Ladies European Tour (LET) 
for Linn Grant, as the Swedish star claimed a fi ve-shot victory 
at the Joburg Ladies Open in her fi rst start as a full member. 

The 22-year-old was co-leader with Maria Hernandez on -5 heading 
into the fi nal day, but she was a cut above the rest on the fi nal 18 
holes at Modderfontein Golf Club, as she fi red in a fi nal round of 67 
(-6) to win by fi ve shots in Johannesburg on -11. 

The victory for Grant was her third in the last month on the 
Sunshine Ladies Tour, having already claimed success at the 
Dimension Data Ladies Challenge and Jabra Ladies Classic in 
February. 

And she completed her South African hat-trick in style on Saturday, 
with the rest of the fi eld having no answer for her incredible fi nal 
round. 

“It’s always nice to get a win, it feels amazing. It was great to come 
to the Sunshine Ladies Tour before the LET season began to make 
the most of the good weather and get some practice in,” 

PACE RULES THE ROOST IN CAPE TOWN

GRANT STORMS TO SENSATIONAL SUCCESS IN SOUTH AFRICA

COLOMBOTTO ROSSO WINS TERRE BLANCHE LADIES OPEN

• Linn Grant wins the Joburg Ladies Open in just her fourth start on the LET

• Victory in Johannesburg moves Grant into a tie for the top in the Race to Costa Del Sol standings



   G o l f P l u s    M A Y   2 0 2 2    29

Ladies on the Link

American Sihwan Kim rounded off 
an excellent week at Siam Country 
Club’s Waterside Course with a two-

point victory at the Trust Golf Asian Mixed 

Stableford Challenge.
The US$750,000 event, which was co-
sanctioned by the Ladies European Tour and 
Asian Tour, saw a Modifi ed Stableford being 

used with points based on the number of 
strokes taken at each hole with albatross: 8 
points, eagle: 5 points, birdie: 2 points, par: 0 
points, bogey: -1 point, double bogey or more: 
-3 points.
After four rounds, Kim came out on top 
scoring 49 points to claim the inaugural title 
and fi nish two points ahead of Sweden’s Maja 
Stark, who was the best-placed female.
Heading into the fi nal day, the 33-year-old held 
an eight-point lead but didn’t get off to the best 
of starts with a bogey on the second hole.
Three birdies on fi ve, eight and 12 saw the 
American extended his points advantage at the 
top of the leaderboard before another dropped 
shot on 13th, but then came a rain delay for 90 
minutes.
After the resumption, Kim came out the blocks 
fi ring with three birdies in-a-row and although 
he made a double bogey on the last it was 
enough to record his second win in six weeks.
“Obviously any win is a hard win. With 
Phachara just going strong in the beginning 
that put extra pressure on me, but after the 
restart I think that cooled Phachara off and 
made me hot,” said Sihwan.

Meghan MacLaren’s tradition of 
winning in Australia continued 
as she fi red a fi nal round of 69 

(-3) to win the Australian Women’s Classic 
– Bonville
The Englishwoman secured her third LET 
title with a one-shot victory at Bonville Golf 
Resort and it was also her third win Down 
Under.
With the tournament being shortened to 
54 holes, the 27-year-old produced rounds 
of 67, 70 and 69 and sealed her win with 
a birdie on 18 to fi nish at the top of the 
leaderboard on 10-under-par.
“It means a lot! It is a little bit surreal right 
now. When that putt went in, it was the best 
feeling in the world,” she said.
MacLaren had a slow start to her day with 
bogeys on four and six but a birdie on the 
seventh put her back on track.
A phenomenal back nine with birdies on 
11, 14 and 15 put the English star in a good 
position before a birdie on 18 clinched the 
victory.
“I thought I had made the birdie putt on 10. 
I had a bit of a tricky start, that’s the thing 

I am most proud of all week was the fact I 
stayed calm, and I knew I was going to play 

some good golf at some point and I managed 
to get it done,” she explained.

MACLAREN COMPLETES AUSTRALIAN HAT-TRICK 

SIHWAN KIM WINS TRUST GOLF ASIAN MIXED STABLEFORD CHALLENGE
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JON RAHM
‘Master 
one simple 
splash shot’
Depending on the lie and the type of 
sand I’m hitting from, the distance of 
the shot and the pin position, I have 
three go-to bunker shots – a standard 
shot that runs out a little on landing, a 
spinny shot that fl ies high and stops 
quickly and an intentional chunk-and-
run that fl ies a little lower off  the face 
and rolls out a lot on landing. That’s too 
much for most amateurs to think about 
so my advice is to focus on the regular 
splash and get good at that. The good 
news is that it’s easier than it looks.

TIPS FROM THE
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Set the clubshaft as 
vertical as you can

Once you’re settled at address, keep 
your weight on your front foot as you 
make your swing. My preference is to 
play this shot with the face of my sand 

wedge wide open, but it’s not 
essential. I like the feeling of being able 

to get the shaft of the club almost 
vertical on my backswing with the 

grooves pointing down at the sand.

Let right wrist work 
underneath at impact
For me, the secret to playing great 

bunker shots is maintaining the loft on 
the clubface all the way through 

impact. To do this, I focus on holding 
the angle I created at the back of my 

left wrist as I slide the club underneath 
the ball. As you can see here, that 

means the right wrist works underneath 
the left through impact.

Get wide and get low 
at address

For a standard or spinning shot, I play 
the ball forward in my stance and set 

as much weight as possible on my 
front foot. I set my hands back a little 

so they’re almost behind the ball. 
That creates more angle in my left 

wrist, which adds loft to the clubface, 
which means more height and a 

softer landing.

Maintain the width in 
your takeaway

The key takeaway here is the width 
I’ve created at the start of the swing. I 
haven’t hinged my wrists excessively 

early. I do like wrist action on the 
backswing, but I want a wide, shallow 
arc fi rst. Get too steep too early here 
and you’ve nowhere to go other than 
to stick the clubhead down into the 

sand, which is not good.

Set the clubshaft as

wrist, which adds loft to the clubface, 
which means more height and a 

softer landing.



Flat shoulders throw your 
swing off  plane

If you rotate your shoulders on a plane that’s too fl at the 
shaft will appear more horizontal and point way outside the 

ball at the top of your backswing. This creates a situation 
where the arms are too wide outside the line, the upper 

body is pulled back away from the ball and you’ll probably 
look a bit fl at at the top of the swing. This all makes it very 

hard to swing the club on a neutral path.

A steeper shoulder turn improves 
power and accuracy

If you rotate your shoulders on the proper plane the 
shaft will stay perpendicular to the spine angle you set at 
address and point at or just outside the ball at the top of 

your backswing. This creates more tension in the 
backswing, encourages your upper body to stay centred 
and enables you to attack the ball on a neutral plane with 

a more descending attack through impact.

‘Check your shoulder plane 
at the top of the backswing’

ANDREA PAVAN

My tendency is to sometimes 
come up out of the shot, so my 
shoulder plane gets too fl at. This 

has a big impact on the position 
of your arms throughout the 
swing and therefore the 

clubhead. I want to feel like I’m 
working the shoulder plane more 
up and down the target line. I use 

a drill with the club laid across 
my shoulders like this to check 
the plane.

ANDREA PAVAN
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‘Conditions 
and set-up are
as important 
as a hole’s 
design’
The design of a hole is 
important, but a lot depends 
on the course set-up as well, 
such as how heavy the rough 
is, how soft or fi rm the 
course is playing and the pin 
position on the green. These 
factors will change from day 
to day and around the year 
so your strategy must also 
change to suit the set-up 
and conditions on that day, 
as well as the style of the 
hole. A smart strategy will 
use these conditions to your 
advantage, whether that’s 
being more aggressive when 
the rough is light or using 
shorter clubs off  the tee 
when the fairways are fi rm.

ALVARO QUIROS

Know your 
yardages to 
take hazards 
out of play
When you have lots of 
fairway bunkers in play and 
they are staggered on either 
side of the fairway, you have 
to know how far you carry 
each club and how far it will 
run out so you can pick the 
correct option off  the tee. In 
this instance, you ideally 
want to use a club that will 
carry the fairway bunker on 
the left so you can favour 
that side of the hole and 
open up your second shot. Tailor strategy to the rough and fi rmness

If the rough is heavy and the greens are fi rm then it’s more important to hit the fairway, so I 
might take a safer club off  the tee. But if the rough isn’t too thick or the greens are softer you 
can aff ord to be more aggressive off  the tee because you can still hit and hold the green 
even if you miss the fairway. Firmer fairways will run more so you can usually hit a shorter 
club off  the tee to help you fi nd the short grass while fi nding the yardage you need. 

Balance risk 
and reward 

for your 
approach 

If the rough is thick, 
greens are  fi rm and 

fast, or the pin is 
tucked then aim for 

the middle of the 
green to avoid short-

siding yourself. If 
it’s lighter rough, 

softer and an easier 
pin you can be more 
aggressive because 

you’ll still have a 
decent chance of 
saving your par if 

you miss the green.

ALVARO QUIROS
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JUSTIN ROSE

‘Follow my iron play keys for 
accurate approach shots’

JUSTIN ROSE

There’s a direct correlation 
between how close you hit the 
ball to the fl ag on your approach 

shots on average and the overall 
scores you shoot. So if you can 
tighten up your iron play and hit 

some more accurate approach 
shots then you’re going to fi nd 
you start making those lower 

scores you seek. These are the 
key areas I focus on in my swing 
and they can help you, too.

Stay 
connected 

and build 
tension 

in a slow 
backswing
I’m never in a rush 

and I let the 
backswing develop. 

It’s like a spring. 
You’ve got all day to 
get the tension in it 

and it’s still going to 
uncoil with power, 

irrespective of how 
quickly you create 
that tension in the 
backswing. From 
here, the left arm 

stays pinned to the 
chest and it’s the big 
muscles that turn the 
club to the top of the 

backswing.

1

Hit a fade 
for more 

control 
and softer 

landing 
shots

To hit a baby fade, I 
put the ball further 

forward in my 
stance, which gives 

me more time to arc 
the club to the left. I 
also have the feeling 

of staying on my 
right side a bit 

longer in the 
downswing because 

the more I stay on 
my right side, the 
more I’m going to 

want to exit the club 
hard to the left.

3

Start the 
downswing 
from the 
ground up
The transition is the 
key – it’s the 
diff erence between a 
good player and a 
great player. I tend to 
let my upper body 
slide a little bit too 
far ahead of it, which 
makes me back up 
through the ball and 
I get handsy. I’m 
working on getting 
everything moving 
from the ground up, 
so the hands are the 
last thing to be 
delivered through 
impact.

2

Hold a 
good fi nish 
position 
to trap 
a good 
swing
The fi nish position 
matters. When I have 
a controlled and 
balanced follow-
through, I’m never 
going to hit a bad 
shot. I call it having 
good brakes because 
everything is much 
shorter when I have a 
good follow-
through, more 
punch-like. When I 
have a bad follow-
through, it’s much 
more thrown down 
the line and out of 
control.

4
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‘Chip with draw and fade for 
diff erent trajectories’

ANDREW ‘BEEF’ JOHNSTON

Change the trajectory and spin by 
opening and closing the face and 
moving the ball in your stance. If I 
want to hit one a little fl atter, I’ll hit 
it with a bit of draw. If I want to 
really get it to spin a lot, I’ll hit 
across the ball like a fade.

DRAW FOR LOWER 
AND RELEASE
Position the ball towards the 
back of your stance and keep the 
clubface square at address. Now 
swing the clubhead on an in-to-out 
path as you would to hit a draw 
with a full shot. The ball will launch 
lower and roll out. 

TARGET LINE

SWING PATH

FADE FOR HEIGHT 
AND SPIN 

Position the ball in the middle 
of your stance and open the 

clubface at address. Now swing 
the clubhead on an out-to-in path 

as you would to hit a fade with a 
full shot. The ball will launch higher 

and land softer.

SWING PATH

TARGET LINE

ANDREW ‘BEEF’ JOHNSTON

I tend to use my 58° wedge a 
lot around the greens and get 
really creative with it. I fi nd I’m 

very comfortable with it and I 
can change the loft and set-up 
to hit high or low shots.

I did it a lot as a kid, especially 
growing up playing small and 
slopey greens at North 

Middlesex Golf Club because I 
had to hit a lot of delicate 
chips all the time.
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JORDAN SPIETH

‘To control pitch spin, keep grooves 
facing the sky in follow-through ’

JORDAN SPIETH

Use your set-up to tweak the shot

Left wrist remains square at impact

Create the power with wrist hinge

Keep the grooves facing skyward 

I don’t make big changes to my regular set-up when pitching other than 
standing a little closer to the ball with a narrower stance, but I’ll vary 

ball position and shaft lean to create diff erent trajectories. 

One of my thoughts is to keep the back of my left wrist ‘square’. By 
that I mean I don’t want the angles breaking down. Feel that the back 

of your lead wrist is fl at when you strike the ball.  

Some players like to control the whole pitching movement with their 
upper body. When I want loft, I like to create the power 

I need with a lofted club aggressively hinged wrists.

When I turn my body through to the target to control the shot, I’m not 
relying on hand action to release the club through impact. Done 

correctly the grooves will face the sky in the follow-through.

My ability to get the ball in the 
hole effi  ciently from within 100 
yards or so of the green has been 
a huge contributing factor to my 

success the past few years. 
There’s no real shortcut, other 
than putting the hours in on the 
practice range. However, it does 

help to know you’re working on 
the correct things. 
Here’s a selection 
of my favourite 

pitching swing thoughts. 
Hopefully, you’ll fi nd something 
here that will help you knock the 
fl ag out from close range. 
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S
cotland’s Grace Crawford secured back-
to-back victories after fi nishing with an 
eagle to claim a memorable success in 

The R&A Girls’ U16 Amateur Championship 
at Enville.
The 15-year-old won last week’s Helen Holm 
Scottish Women’s Open at Royal Troon and the 
North Berwick player held off the challenge of 
Kinga Kuśmierska and Isla McDonald-O’Brien 
to achieve another notable triumph.
Crawford, making her fi nal appearance in 
the Girls’ U16 Amateur having fi rst started 
playing in it aged 12, overcame a diffi cult start 
on the fi nal day to roll home a 25-feet putt at 
the par-5 18th and win the 54-hole stroke play 
championship by four strokes at the Midlands 
venue.
Crawford posted a winning total of four-
over-par 220 to triumph, closing with a fi nal 
round of level-par 72. She joins fellow Scot 
Hannah Darling, Italy’s Francesca Fiorellini 
and last year’s winner Roise Bee Kim on the 
championship’s roll of honour.
“I feel amazing,” said Crawford. “I think this is 

a really special one 
for me. I’ve played 
in this championship 
since I was 12 so it is 
really nice to fi nally 
get the win in my last 
year.
“I struggled a bit on 
the front nine, but 
I was quite patient 
– I think that was 
defi nitely the key. It was an up-and-down 
round, but I was just enjoying it as this is what 
we work for. It was fun. Winning last week 
gave me a lot of confi dence coming off of it 
and I’ve managed to do it again.”
After her own closing eagle, England’s 
McDonald-O’Brien shared the runner-up 
spot on eight-over-par with Polish player 
Kuśmierska. Defending champion Kim surged 
up the leaderboard with a fi nal round 74 to 
claim fourth place on ten-over-par, sharing that 
total with Uma Bergner from Germany.
The top four players gained an exemption into 

The R&A Girls’ Amateur Championship at 
Carnoustie in August.
Crawford led by two strokes after 36 holes over 
Kuśmierska and Lynn van der Sluijs, but after 
Netherlands player van der Sluijs started with 
a double bogey on the par-5 1st and Crawford 
also dropped two shots on the 3rd, Kuśmierska 
held control on the front nine.
Crawford also bogeyed the 4th but timely 
birdies at the 8th and 12th regained her lead 
after bogeys from Kuśmierska on the 6th and 
12th.
It became a head-to-head with the pair with 
Crawford’s lead cut to one after another dropped 
stroke on the 13th. She then restored a two-shot 
advantage with a key birdie on the 15th.
After Kuśmierska bogeyed the 16th and 17th, it 
was McDonald-O’Brien who pushed into a tie 
for second spot thanks to her efforts on the last 
as Crawford also fi nished in style for victory.
Crawford, who is on a golf scholarship at 
Albany Academy, added, “To hole the putt on 
the last was pretty special as well. This win 
is very high up in my career. It’s such a good 
event for us and I’m going to be sad to miss it 
next year, but I’m really happy to get the win.”
Van der Sluijs fi nished 11th after a closing 79 
for 13-over-par, the same mark as Estonia’s 

Elizaveta Sofi a 
Reemet, the 
second-highest 
ranked player in 
the fi eld. Austrian 
Maja Dultinger 
highlighted her 
fi nal day with a 
hole-in-one at the 
131-yard 14th en 
route to fi nishing 
72nd.
John Uzielli, Past 
Captain of The 
Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club of St 
Andrews, was at 
Enville to present 
the Angela Uzielli 

trophy to Crawford. The trophy was named 
after his late wife Angela, a decorated amateur 
golfer, including representing Great Britain and 
Ireland in the Curtis Cup in 1978.
The championship was introduced as part of 
The R&A’s drive to boost the girls’ game in 
Great Britain and Ireland and beyond, as well 
as to provide a pathway to the elite amateur 
level for leading young players.
Founded in 1935, Enville is one of the fi nest 
examples of heathland golf, with the fi eld 
of 88 players competing in the rescheduled 
championship over the last three days.

GRACE CRAWFORD WINS
THE R&A GIRLS’ U16 AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP



Built for an ultra-comfortable fi t and feel, 
while giving you the sweat-wicking, heat-
battling, performance benefi ts you expect 
from UA, this Performance 
Blocked Polo comes in 
all the classic 
colors. The UPF 
40 protects your 
skin from the 
sun’s harmful 
rays and the 
soft anti-pick, 
anti-pill fabric 
has a textured 
snag-free fi nish.

F
ashion and individual style have long 
played a key role in the game of golf 
and never has this been truer than 
today. Players at both the amateur 
and professional levels are becoming 

increasingly conscious of their clothing and 
footwear. And it is the shirt that is playing a 
central role. 
Not only are shirts representative of personal 
tastes through designs, colors and patterns, but 
they make a big difference in performance. 
Regardless of one’s playing handicap, no one 
wants to fall short when it comes to comfort, 
mobility, sweat-wicking and UV protection.
Whether one’s preference for golf tops are 
collarless, zip up, button-down, long-sleeve, 
camp-style or the traditional polo, the good 
news is that there are fi rst-rate apparel 
companies that will cater to your wardrobe 
needs.

OUR ANNUAL GUIDE TO 
Styler
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There are brands such as Tommy Bahama, 
Cutter & Buck. St. Croix, Bugatchi and Jos. A. 
Bank among others that have the reputation for 
producing not only high-quality polos for the 
links, but also button-down shirts for the offi ce 
as well as casual styles for any occasion.  
Still others, like Foot Joy, Under Armour 
and Travis Mathew (Cuater) are known for 
fabulous footwear out on the course, but at the 
same time, they also produce top-level golf 
shirts as well. 
However, one thing they all have in common 
is a constant drive to provide the optimum top 
for golfers. 
And for our readers, we wanted to fi nd out 
from the experts what is trending.
When it comes to fabrics, perhaps no one is 
more steeped in that aspect of the apparel 
world than Bernhard Brenner. Over 60 years 
ago, he came to America as a young, inspired 

and talented knitting engineer from Europe and 
built a global reputation for quality through his 
St. Croix Collection apparel line.
“Cotton, Microfi ber, Cashmere or Wool 
are popular. At St. Croix we use a unique 
fabric blend with microfi ber on the inside 
for durability, stitch stability and to absorb 
moisture for ultimate comfort.”
In reference to the material that make them 
up, sustainability is an increasingly important 
factor in the manufacture of shirts.
“Comfortable, moisture-wicking, (and) 
recycled fabrics to lessen impact on the 
environment,” stated Kenny Haisfi eld, founder 
of a new and emerging clothing boutique line, 
Kenny Flowers (and their recently launched 
golf brand, “Kenny Flowers Country Club”).
Regardless of fabric and being good for the 
environment, with the price of quality shirts 
a factor, multi-functionality comes into play, 

1
Stylish and soft to the touch, the new 
Paradiso Cove Polo from Tommy 
Bahama

will allow you to drive from the fi rst 
tee and take you all the way to the 
18th hole without breaking a sweat. 
With fabric that includes TENCEL™ 
Modal fi bers made from a renewable, 
sustainable source of raw material, 
it is easy to care for and comes in a 
half-dozen colors. You’ll fi nd yourself 
collecting all six.

2
Bright, bold, and silky smooth, it is no 
wonder that the Leafy Oasis Camp 
Shirt is one of Tommy Bahama’s best 
sellers. Featuring a coastal collar and 
chest pocket, this 100% silk shirt offers 
the look and feel of luxury. 3

The Playoff Polo 2.0 Heather is the 2nd 
generation of one of UA’s most popular 
polos ever. Soft anti-pick, anti-pill fabric is 
extremely breathable and lightweight, it’s 
even stretchier, faster-drying, and more 
comfortable than the original. There’s a 
reason you see this on courses everywhere.

4

THE BEST IN MEN’S SHIRTS

https://www.tommybahama.com/Paradiso-Cove-Polo/p/ST225393
https://www.tommybahama.com/Leafy-Oasis-Camp-Shirt/p/ST325995
https://www.underarmour.com/en-us/p/tops/mens_ua_playoff_polo_2.0_heather/1367864.html?dwvar_1367864_color=597&start=0&breadCrumbLast=Men
https://www.underarmour.com/en-us/p/tops/mens_ua_performance_blocked_polo/1370109.html?dwvar_1370109_color=001&start=0&breadCrumbLast=Men
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so garment companies are looking to meet the 
challenge of creating the shirt that looks and 
feels good on and off the course.
“It is very important that our shirt serves 
multiple functions because that makes it even 
more valuable and impressive to the customer,” 
explained Haisfi eld, “For a brand like ours, 
we’re all about embracing the feeling of vacation 
every day - whether you’re at home working, 
golfi ng with friends, or on a trip. I love wearing 
these shirts golfi ng, but I also enjoy wearing 

5

Called Nature’s Finest, this latest style 
from Travis Mathew features an all-over 
print with multi-color graphics on their 
new performance Eco fabrication. Made of 
62% REPREVE recycled polyester, 31% 
pima cotton, 7% spandex you’ll stand out 
and feel comfortable doing it on and off the 
course wearing the fi nest.

7

Stylish, 
comfortable 
and 
loaded with 
performance 
features, this 
Camp Shirt 
from Coolibar will 
be a versatile part of your wardrobe. Using 
3Ddri fabric: Moisture wicking in small 3D 
grid pattern, lightweight and breathable, 
no need for sunscreen, at least where this 
camp shirt covers your skin, as they have 
you protected at UPF 50+. It features side 
seam vents, a button-down front, coconut 
buttons and a convenient front pocket for 
your shades when the sun sets. 

6

The Zinna from Travis Mathew 
is a polo that the popular 
apparel company promotes as 
‘Embodying effortless, versatile 
style with attention to detail 
and sophisticated simplicity 
constructed with elevated fabrics 
that look, feel, and perform 
better than your average shirt.’ 
Available in many shades. 

8

Teaming up with legendary golf coach 
David Leadbetter, Coolibar presents the 
Erodym Long Sleeve Golf Polo. Terrifi c 
coverage, as you’ll be adding extra sun 
protection to your golf game. Lightweight 
and quick-dry, this long sleeve golf polo 
will keep you comfortable on the course 
with its breathable Active Athlon™ fabric, 
featuring Cooltect technology to wick 
away moisture for a cooler performance.

9
Footjoy’s 
Painted Floral 
Lisle Self 
Collar is a high-
performance 
garment that 
will carry you 
through round 
after round in 
comfort and style. With its double-stitched 
seams and exclusive ProDry fabrication 
which provides superior moisture control 
that quickly wicks away moisture, you may 
very well end up collecting all six colors.

them on travel days and around the house. We 
could call these work-from-home shirts if we 
wanted to because they brighten your mood, 
make you feel incredibly comfortable and are a 
hit in Zoom meetings as well.”
Being comfortable, wherever you are, certainly 
includes ease of movement.
“Stretch is a trending technical component. 
Having stretch in a shirt ensures maximum 
comfort and mobility while wearing it, whether 
you are wearing it golfi ng or leisurely. The St. 

Croix shirts are knit with natural stretch and 
enhanced with natural fi bers, as well as Lycra 
and Elastane. Our unique fabric blends are very 
moisture wicking, which drastically enhances 
comfort, whenever you are wearing the shirt,” 
Brenner said. “Another key factor for a shirt, 
to look good on and off the course, is a collar 
that stays in place. Our patented knit-in no-roll 
collar prevents the collar from curling up or 
under, even after many plays of golf.”

10
The ProDry Performance Thermal 
Base Layer from Footjoy is a non-
restricting constructed shirt that fi ts 
closely to the skin to help regulate body 
temperature without interfering with the 
golf swing. And who couldn’t use a short 
that makes every day playable. Double 
stitched seams offer added durability. 
And the crew neck construction is 
specifi cally designed with the golfer in 
mind as the collar offers added comfort 
with any range of motion.

11

The Classic Banded Bottom Cotton 
and Microfi ber Polo from the St. Croix 
Collection is handcrafted in America of 
the fi nest quality yarns and fabrics in the 
world. The drape of fabric insures it will 
not cling to the body and has a banded 
hem and cuffs. The collar features knit-in 
Collar-Stays so the tips never curl and 
is designed to ensure a perfect look. 
Easy-to-care-for, the 75% cotton and 25% 
microfi ber shirt is treated with Silpure 
Antimicrobial wet-wash for fresh, odor-free 
wear. Available in over a dozen colors.

Styler

>> To be Continued...

https://www.travismathew.com/Eco-Collection/NATURES-FINEST/p/1MV460_0BLK_?irgwc=1&irclickid=x1831FSMbxyLW%3Ap3iLVHqyZmUkGWC0R0iS0O240&ir_partnerid=10078&ir_adid=887798&ir_campaignid=12280&product_sku=&utm_source=impact&utm_medium=affiliate
https://www.travismathew.com/TM/TOPS/Polos/THE-ZINNA/p/1MM211_0HBL
https://www.coolibar.com/men/tops/shirts/men-s-camp-shirt-upf-50.html#
https://www.coolibar.com/mens-golf-polo-upf-50.html
https://www.footjoy.com/men/golf-apparel/shirts/painted-floral-lisle-self-collar/000PFL.html?dwvar_000PFL_color=28142
https://www.footjoy.com/men/golf-apparel/shirts/thermal-base-layer-shirt/069THE.html?dwvar_069THE_color=32393
https://www.stcroixcollections.com/catalog/knits-polos/knits-polos-short-sleeve-knits-polos/classic-banded-bottom-cotton-and-microfiber-polo-3045/
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Meet the Pro

His wins came at the TATA Steel 
PGTI Players Championship 
Presented by Chandigarh Golf 
Club and the Jeev Milkha Singh 

Invitational 2020 Presented by TAKE. He also 
took second place at the TATA Steel PGTI 
Players Championship Presented by Panchkula 
Golf Club. Kochhar claimed tied 10th place at 
the Asian Tour’s Yeangder TPC 2019.

GolfPlus takes you to an insight into 
the pro of the Month Karandeep 
Kochhar and his journey so far. 

GP: Your Golf Journey?
KK: Golf journey has been great, trying to 
grow and learn at every single step. Junior and 
amateur golf was great, learned a lot, made 
some great friends. Picked up pro golf quickly, 
trying to make it on the higher tours now.

GP: What has been your biggest lesson?
KK: Biggest lesson has been that never be 
afraid to lose and keep believing in yourself. 

Like I’ve learnt from my idol, Jeev 
Milkha Singh, golf swing, 

technique etc. are secondary; 
the most important part 

is to have trust in 
your abilities and 

the work that 
you’ve put in.

GP: Your training regimen; any specific 
schedule or plan you might highlight?
KK: Give emphasis on your short game and 
fi tness. Most of the amateurs these days are 
busy spending most of their times. I spend 
most of my time on the putting green, and 
spend time in the gym to improve fi tness levels 
to stay injury free.

GP: Your Winning strategy?
KK: Always stay in the present; don’t get too 
ahead of yourself. If things are not going your 
way, don’t get impatient on the golf course. 
And remember to always believe in yourself.

GP: What is your favourite format?
KK: My Favourite format is match play, And 
that too foursomes, alternate shots that is, 
hopefully we can incorporate into pro golf soon.

GP: What are your thoughts on golf 
development in India?
KK: Golf in India is getting better. But we need 
to improve our infrastructure, and put more 
money into pro golf. So corporate companies 
need to help grow our game.

MEET THE PRO
KARANDEEP KOCHHAR

Karandeep Kochhar leads the 2020-21 PGTI Order of Merit having so far registered 
two wins and four other top-10s in the season.

FAVOURITE:

Food  Asian 
Book  Rafa Nadals
Male Golfer  Tiger woods
Female Golfer  Lydia Ko

WHAT’S IN YOUR BAG?
Wedge   Titleist
Balls   Titleist
Irons   Titleist
Hybrid   Titleist
Putter   Odyssey
Driver   Titleist

FAVOURITE:

Food Asian
Book Rafa Nadals
Male Golfer  Tiger woods
Female Golfer  Lydia Ko

WHAT’S IN YOUR BAG?
Wedge  Titleist
Balls  Titleist
Irons  Titleist
Hybrid   Titleist
Putter   Odyssey
Driver   Titleist
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FROM MY DIARY… By Brandon de Souza

MAY 2022

junior golfers move to universities abroad 
and our curriculum combined with the 
limited facilities does not allow for a huge 
swell in numbers required for sustainable 
growth.
I have had the chance to see how there is 
immense pressure on the parents who are 
dreaming of their kids taking to the game 
full time and aspiring to turn professional 
eventually. There are several aspects to 
consider right from a swing coach, physio, 
trainer, dietician, mental coach etc. Creating 
a strong support team is fundamental as their 
kids colour brushes over the blank canvas in 
front of them.
The development phase needs to start early, 
as professional golf is getting younger by 
the day. Talent spotted and nurtured from the 
junior level generally has a higher chance 
of breaking through, just by the virtue of 
getting more shots at glory, if not anything 
else. While the boost to junior golf has been 
tremendous in the country, the spiralling 
entry fees of non-IGU events are a major 

concern. IGU needs to step in and 
regulate the fees as many a 

time parents are left at the 
mercy of tour operators 

promising entries to 
international events 
which, may or may 
not be essential at the 
particular development 
stage of the player.

Sneha Singh, in the 
women’s game and 

Yuvraj Sandhu amongst 
the men, have shown this 

season that a focused approach 
can yield short and medium-term 

results. They have both come of age with 
some consistent performances and step by 
step level-ups will be in their sights.

Brandon de Souza is the President of Golf Industry 
Association. He is the Chairman & Managing 
Director of Tiger Sports Marketing & Brandon de 
Souza Management Services. He advises brands on 

using golf as a platform.

peak-playing season.
Summer is also the time when our high 
school juniors graduate to a leap and follow 
their dreams with the onset of college life. 
Golf has become a major career option now. 
Over the past decade, many Indian parents 
have realized the pathway the game can 
provide for those who wish to study abroad, 
especially in the US.
While that is one trend that is seen and 
maybe the reason for the shortage of numbers 
in the age group of 18-30 years as a lot of the 

T
he past month and a half has 
brought in severe heat waves 
across the country and we are 
braced for worse days ahead. 
While we haven’t seen such a 

stern summer for a long time, a drop in the 
number of rounds is understandable.
Summer brings with it the opportunity to 
plan for the year ahead. This is true for our 
industry as it is the lean season and gives 
the course managers and superintendents a 
breather to take stock of the facilities post the 

Talent 
spotted and 

nurtured from the 
junior level generally 

has a higher chance of 
breaking through, just 
by the virtue of getting 

more shots at glory, 
if not anything 

else.
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Feature

hile initially it was the menfolk 
who took to the game, it was only a 

question of time before the ladies of the 
day began teeing off on the golf course. 

Few would recall that the Calcutta Ladies Golf 
Club was instituted on May 7, 1891 with a 
regulation nine-hole golf course exclusively for 
women. 
Among the oldest trophies, played as a 
Matchplay, the Cup was instituted by the Calcutta 
Ladies Golf Club in 1905. The tournament was 
played among English ladies between 1905 
and 1969 in Kolkata. It had an English winner 
till then, except during the War years when the 
tournament was not played.
Meanwhile, a quiet revolution of the golfi ng kind 
was taking place in the eastern Indian city of 
Jamshedpur, more popularly known as the Steel 
City of India. Part of the Chota Nagpur plateau, 
Jamshedpur is located amidst hills. It is bordered 
by the Dalma hills from West to East and is 
covered with dense forests on all sides. Such 
idyllic surroundings provided the inspiration for 
developing golf courses in the region.
Soon the Steel City became home to two 
golf courses – the Beldih Golf Course and the 
Golmuri Golf Course. Both the golf courses are 
located in the heart of Jamshedpur. Set up in 
1920, the Beldih Golf Course is spread over an 
area of 65 acres and is a nine-hole course. The 
Golmuri Golf Course, initially set up in 1928 as 
a nine-hole course, is today an 18-hole course 

spread across 90 acres.
Together, both these courses host the Tata 
Open Golf Tournament under the auspices of 
the Professional Golf Tour of India (PGTI). 
Jamshedpur also hosts the Steel City Golf 
Tournament, a premier and prestigious golf 
tournament of eastern India in which local 
players and players from other clubs – both men 
and ladies - are invited to play. Golf has been 
getting increasing attention in Jamshedpur and 
local golfers have fetched the city a lot of laurels 
in recent years.
Interestingly, it is a little-known fact that golf as 
a sport has become a big hit with ladies of the 
Steel City, with many of them taking to the game 
pretty seriously. Till the 1980s, Jamshedpur had 
around a dozen lady golfers who took to the game 
seriously. The number has since grown manifold 
even as they have become very knowledgeable 
regarding techniques and rules governing the 
game of golf. Some of them are hooked on to 
the trivia as well, such as how many dimples are 
there on a golf ball!
The Norah Halley Cup, which is part of the Steel 
City Golf, is another tournament instituted in 
Jamshedpur for lady golfers. Over the years, the 
tournament has attained a reputation of its own 
for sportsmanship, camaraderie and bonhomie 
among lady golfers. Among those who have 
won the prestigious Nora Halley Cup include 
Ms Kiran Mehta, Ms Indu Bhambri, Ms Sujata 
Sachdev, Ms Shakti Sharma, Ms Hetal Adesara, 

THE PASSIONATE LADY 
GOLFERS OF JAMSHEDPUR

As is commonly known, golf was introduced in India by the British, much like most other popular 
sports. It was in the year 1829 that the fi rst golfi ng establishment outside of the British Isles, the 
Royal Calcutta Golf Club, was established in the eastern Indian city of Calcutta.

Ms Alka Garg, Ms Shraddhanjali Singh and, 
most recently, Ms Swati Chakravorty.
GolfPlus reached out to these ladies and sought 
to unravel their passion for the sport. We asked 
them about the physical and mental endurance 
that is required of a golfer to bring out the best 
in him or her on the golf course, their ultimate 
dream as a golfer, what is required to be done to 
attract the youth to take up golf as a sport, et al.  
Says, Swati Chakravorty, winner of the 2022 
edition of the Nora Halley Cup: “There are a lot 
of challenges that golfers face on the golf course. 
When you win, you are elated and inspired.  
Even on the days you lose, it makes you focus 

Shakti SharmaLadies posing for a shot

Alka Garg

By Farzan R Heerjee
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on the learnings and you relate to those in your 
day-to-day life.”
Says Kiran Mehta, an eight-time winner of 
the Nora Halley Cup and the fi rst Captain of 
Ladies Golf: “Golf is a fabulous game that 
helps in attaining physical and mental fi tness. 
In golf, one plays against the course and, along 
with the obvious health benefi ts, it encourages 
one to think strategically, plan comebacks from 
drawbacks and become resilient. Each shot is a 
new beginning, just as each day in life provides 
us with a new opportunity”.
According to Kiran, who fi rst won the Nora 
Halley Cup in 1975, currently golf is restricted 
to those who have access to social and golf clubs. 
“The need of the hour is for schools to tie-up with 
golf clubs so that latent golf talent can try their 
hand and excel in the sport”.      
For Indu Bhambri, a multiple time Nora Halley 
Cup winner, golf started as a recreation but later 
became a serious competitive sport. “Golf is as 
much a mental game as it is physical. Relating 
to life, it helps us to co-ordinate and deal with 
people we meet in our day-to-day lives.”
Shakti Sharma has an interesting and 
unforgettable anecdote to share about her foray 
into golf. “I moved to Jamshedpur from Mumbai 
and was overnight made into a golf widow by my 
husband. After I teased him that he was playing 
an old man’s game, he challenged me to try and 
hit a golf ball. I accepted the challenge and have, 
since then, got infl icted with the golf virus for 
life.”
According to Sujata Sachdev: “Golf defi nitely 
involves good physical fi tness, putting to use 
quite a number of muscles in the body with 
special focus on the core muscles. Regular 
exercises and practice go a long way to help one 
improve the quality of the game. The practice of 
yoga and meditation helps to focus the mind, a 
very integral part of golf. I believe that golf is a 
replication of your day-to-day life. In the same 
way that you gear up to face the challenges in 
your day-to-day life, the game mirrors the way 
you face the challenges on the golf course and 
take your decisions. Here, just as in life, the good 

comes with the bad. Golf is such a game that you 
have your good days and your bad days. On a bad 
day, you take it with a pinch of salt and learn to 
enjoy it. On a good day, it is a learning process 
as well.” 
Adds Hetal Adesara: “To promote golf among 
youngsters, school children should be encouraged 
to take up the sport and should be provided free 
lessons in golf.”
Golf has helped Alka Garg, winner of the Nora 
Halley Cup in 2019, become a better strategist 
which has helped assimilate into her daily life “as 
it helps me plan my day better as I plan every 
shot on the golf course.” 
Winner of the Nora Halley Cup 2009 
Shraddhanjali Singh - who has now turned 
pro - is sanguine about her ultimate dream as a 
golfer - to have beer with Viktor Hovland and 

play a round with Tiger Woods, Annika and 
Ochoa; “Seems impossible but one can always 
dream”, she adds hesitatingly. But why not? Did 
not Eleanor Roosevelt famously say that “the 
future belongs to those who believe in the beauty 
of their dreams.”
Clearly, these golf champions are inspirations 
for many more young ladies living in the Steel 
City to take to golf and bring greater laurels for 
Jamshedpur as well as themselves.

Soon the Steel City 
became home to two 
golf courses – the Beldih 
Golf Course and the 
Golmuri Golf Course. 
Both the golf courses are 
located in the heart of 
Jamshedpur.

Swati Chakravorty Shraddanjali Singh
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As the golf course states, ‘One of the most favourite formats for 
Amateurs and Club Golfers around the Year’.
The tournament has been named as the “AM / AM” tournament 

as part of the “M P Financial Services- Go Golf event calendar 2022”. 
Amateurs pair up to play this tournament and compete with other 
Golfi ng pairs in their respective categories viz. 0 - 18 and 19 - 36. 
The summer heat did not deter the 24 pairs (48 Golfers) from 

competing with each other to win the Trophy. 
The Runner up team in the 0 - 18 categories were Manil Agarwal & 
Divyay Agarwal, while the Winners were Taranjeet Singh & Kinshuk 
Kumar.
The Runner up team in the 19 - 36 category were Amol Shah & B C 
Mandappa while the Winners were Father and Son duo Dr. Siddharth 
Mavani & Meet Mavani. 

Hitaashee Bakshi became the second player to win 
multiple titles this season as she claimed the sixth 
leg of the 2022 Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour at the 

Golden Greens Golf & Resorts Ltd. Following up on her 
brilliant second round 65, Hitaashee added a solid 3-under 69 
to emerge a comfortable winner. Hitaashee’s sister, Jahanvi 
produced the best round of the fi nal day with a bogey free 
6-under 66 that included three successive birdies at the end 
to claim the runner-up position.
Hitaashee, who also won the third leg of the Tour, aggregated 
12-under 204, the lowest winning total this year. Jahanvi 
was second at 8-under 208. Jahanvi was the top pro in the 
second leg but was overall second to amateur Sneha Singh.
While the Bakshi sisters fi nished 1-2, Gaurika Bishnoi, 
who set the trend for low scoring this week with 65 on the 
fi rst day, faltered in the fi nal round with a 74 that included 
three closing bogeys. She was third at 6-under 210, in a 
tournament where seven players fi nished under par and 
another two players were par for the week. That meant the 
Top-10 were par or better for the week, setting a very good 
standard.

Snippet

HITAASHEE WINS SIXTH LEG OF HERO WPGT

The AM/AM 2022

Hitaashee Bakshi receiving her prize from Ravi Grover, 
Golden Greens Golf Course

Taranjeet & Kinshuk Dharth & Meet
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NIRMAYAN CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

T
he historic hundred and one years 
old The Poona Club witnessed, on 
April 2nd, a major charity golfi ng 
event sponsored by Bridgestone 

India, part of the Bridgestone Group -a 
global leader in tyres and rubber and mobility 
solutions. This was the fourth edition of the 
Nirmayan Charity Pro-Am Premium Golf 
Tournament that saw 25 professionals and 75 
amateur golfers participate. 
Situated in the heart of Pune city, the majestic 
100 acres, 18 hole golf course saw luminaries 
like Shiv Kapur, Shubhankar Sharma, SSP 
Chawrasia, Chikkarangappa, Rahil Gangjee, 
Rashid Khan, Khalin Joshi and Olympian and 
Bridgestone Brand Ambassador Udayan Mane 
and many more tee off. Mane has been part of 
all four editions of the tournament, and in 2015, 
he participated as an amateur before turning 
into a pro the very next month. 
“At Bridgestone, we believe in serving society 
through our quality product offerings as well as 
by extending our support to important issues 
and causes. Bridgestone’s association with 
this tournament is guided by this commitment. 
We are pleased to associate with Nirmayan 
for the second time and we are glad to be 
able to contribute towards these noble causes 
and bettering lives of communities around us. 
“said Mr Parag Satpute, Managing Director, 
Bridgestone India.
Bridgestone is committed towards creating a 
meaningful difference for communities through 
serving society and strategically focuses on 
three key priority areas of People, Mobility and 
Environment for its CSR initiatives.
One of the TOP global Sponsors of Olympics, 
Bridgestone are also the manufacturers of Golf 
Equipment in Japan. Hence, this association 
was conceptualised keeping in mind the brand’s 
lineage to Sports and their commitment to serve 
society through all endeavours.
The one-day event on April 2nd was aimed at 
helping raise funds for various NGOs and saw 
top Indian professional and amateur golfers 

participate. Besides sponsoring this event, the 
Company has also provided support of Twenty-
Five Lacs Rupees towards the three NGOs fund 
raising. These NGOs are, Mudita Foundation– 
An Alliance for Giving is Pune-based and 
works towards bridging the gap between 
well-intentioned & philanthropically-minded 
donors and deserving & needy benefi ciaries. 
Indian Cancer Society a national organization 
for awareness, detection, and providing cure 
and treatment for cancer patients in India and 
Yes! We Can - a registered non-governmental 
organisation working for Independent Living of 
Persons with Disabilities. 
Nirmayan founder and professional golfer 
Rajiv Datar said “Nirmayan’s association with 
Bridgestone has given us a good boost and I 
would like to thank Mr. Satpute and team for 
their continued support. This association will 
also enable us to raise substantial funds which 
will be used for the benefi t of Indian Cancer 
Society, Mudita Foundation and Yes! We Can 

organizations. I am also thankful to have the 
support of India’s best pro golfers for this noble 
cause.” 
The tournament was a modifi ed Texas Scramble, 
which involves 1 Pro and 3 Amateurs. Golfer 
Veer Ahalawat’s team (Amateurs Jay Shirke, 
Padmaja Shirke, Advait Gokhale) bagged the 
fi rst prize, with Golfer Vikrant Chopra’s team 
(Amateurs Deepak Bhargava, Aditya Natekar, 
Avinash Deoskar) scoring the second spot in 
the tournament.
The event was concluded with a grand 
celebration of the winners, with all proceeds 
from the event and auction going to the NGOs. 
The Eight items auctioned during the event 
included Anirban Lahiri’s shoes and Golf Bag, 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s Gloves and the Signed 
Chennai Super Kings photograph, MC Mary 
Kom’s boxing gloves, PV Sindhu’s Badminton 
Kit, Udayan Mane’s Tokyo Olympic Mascot 
and Golf Round, and raised a substantial sum 
to support the causes.

Parag and Shivani Satpute felicitating the winners Jay Shirke, Veer Ahlawat,
Shivani Satpute, Padmja Shirke and Advait Gokhale

Deepak Gulati, Chief Marketing and 
Innovation Officer, Bridgestone India

Rajiv Datar, Nirmayan Founder 
and Professional Golfer

Parag Satpute, Managing Director 
Bridgestone India

Aditya Natekar Longest Driver on Hole 18 (347 yards)
Padmaja Shirke Longest Driver on Hole 18 in Women’s Category (230 yards)
Upesh/ Manu Gulati  Straightest Drive on Hole 14 (On the Line)
Sunaina Gera Straightest Drive on Hole 14 in Women’s Category (4 feet)
Advait Gokhale Closest to the Pin on Hole 2 (3 feet 7 inches)
Sudaay Chaloo Closest to the Pin on Hole 4 (9 feet 5 inch)
Ashitosh Limaye Closest to the pin on Hole 13 (6 feet)
Ashish Mohta Closest to the Pin on Hole 16 (29 feet 4 inch) 

Other winners from the tournament were:

Shiv Kapur, Professional Golfer Shubhankar Sharma, Professional Golfer



and in-person experiences lined up with Shiv 
like an interactive meet and greet. Members 
also stand the chance to bid for tickets to golf 
tournaments across the globe. 

A Round with Gaurav Singh, 
Market Vice President, Southeast 

India, Bangladesh, Srilanka

As a leader at Marriott International Gaurav 
draws his strength from capacity to work hard 
and communicate effectively with all persons 
across the board. 

Tell us about your first brush with the 
game and the early years?

GS: My fi rst exposure to the game of golf 
was a young boy in Assam where his father 
was working at a tea estate since his early 
childhood. Marriott and golf form a unique 
synergy which keeps Marriott as a Hotel chain 
with the focus on hospitality and the best 
possible connect with the honchoes of the 
corporate world. 

Reason behind taking Shiv Kapur as 
your sporting partner?

GS: Shiv Kapur is a brand ambassador for 
the simple reasons of his humility and ease 
of communicating with the masses and all 
golf lovers that are passionate towards the 
game. Shiv’s achievements as a golfer and 
contribution towards promoting the game in 
the country have been immense and infused 
for strong patriotism during his performance at 
the Open in 2013 in me myself. 

During the course of breakfast 
with Shiv we had an interface 

with our countries top pro golfers 
and brand ambassador for Marriott 
Bonvoy. 

On turning 40 this year, Shiv pays great 
emphasis on the importance of being 
physically fi t and at your best in today’s 
competitive world. Just witnessing Anirban 
coming so close to winning at The Player’s 
we asked Shiv if he saw an Indian winning a 
major in the future and Shiv replied “I don’t 
see why not”. Shiv has a special mention for 
Viraj Madappa, Veer Ahlawat and Karandeep 
Kochar, amongst the young talent we have in 
the country today. 
On the breakfast table, Shiv shares more 
insights into his regime and association. 

Fitness?

SK: 300 is the new 270 says Shiv referring to 
driving distance in yards from the tee. T make 
this a reality, Shiv follows a stringent training 
regime which includes workouts at the Gym 
as well as Diet adherence and moderation. 

Association with Marriott?

SK:  Marriott Bonvoy’s partnership has been 
for over a decade and I have enjoyed every part 
of it from the point of view of travel, hospitality 
and the game. The alliance has been mutually 
benefi cial to both that’s why it thrives. 

B
ringing to life the partnership 
between Marriott Bonvoy, Marriott 
International’s award-winning travel 
program, and ace golfer Shiv Kapur, 
was The Marriott Bonvoy India Golf 

Tournament, followed by an exclusive Golf 
clinic that was held at the recently launched 
JW Marriott Bengaluru Prestige Golfshire 
Resort & Spa. From Marriott International, 
in attendance was Mr.  Gaurav Singh, Market 
Vice President, Southeast India, Bangladesh 
& Sri Lanka, who is an avid golfer himself. 
The tournament was held at the sprawling 
Prestige Golfshire Club, one of India’s most 
popular and stunningly beautiful 18-hole golf 
courses. The Marriott Bonvoy India Golf 
Tournament was attended by leading CEO’s 
and CXO’s from top corporates across the 
country. This was followed by an exclusive 
golf clinic that gave Marriott Bonvoy 
members the opportunity to use their Marriott 
Bonvoy points and interact with the ace golfer 
in addition to learning nuances of the sport 
from him. In addition to the golf clinics, 
members can make the most of the virtual 

MARRIOTT BONVOY INDIA GOLF TOURNAMENT

Gaurav Singh

Shiv Kappor and Iqbal Sait - Runner Up (0-18 Handicap)

Rahul Gupta, Shiv Kapoor and Gaurav Singh - Winner 
(Handicap 19-36)

Shiv Kapoor and Gaurav Singh
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T
he second edition of the Unity 
Golf Tournament was held at the 
Kalhaar Blues & Greens amid the 
rising summers of the beautiful 

city. The prizes were awarded to the winners 
by Mr Nitin Jain & Mr. Narang Patel from 
PNB Housing Finance, Khun Aso Lori from 
Thai Tourism, Mr.Devang Shah, Kalhaar 
Blues & Greens and Ms. Aditi Cug from 
Novotel at the prize distribution ceremony.
The event was also supported by GolfPlus 
monthly and White Oak.

RESULTS 

Runner Up: H’Cap Cat. 1-9: Devang Shah 

Winner: H’Cap Cat. 1-9 : Ragesh Vasa 

Runner Up: H’Cap Cat. 10-18: 
Avtar Panesar

Winner: H’Cap Cat. 10-18: 
Wg Cdr Sangar 

Runner Up: H’Cap Cat. 19-24 : 
Michael Wier 

Winner: H’Cap Cat. 19-24 : Behram Mehta

Runner Up Gross Group Korea : Hee 
Chang Lee 

Winner Gross Group Korea : Gyuju Ahn

Runner Up Gross Rotary Club of 
Ahmadabad : Munjal Patel

Winner Gross Rotary Club of 
Ahmadabad : Amod Joshi 

Closest to the Pin : Sandip Shah

Straightest Drive : Pranav Kapadia 

Longest Drive : Karna Patel

Winner - 65+ years & above : Piyush Shah

Winner Ladies : Mannat Sangar

UNITY GOLF
TOURNAMENT 



W
ith the promise of many 
fi rsts in the Indian Golf 
Circuit, Ballantine’s, from 
the house of Pernod Ricard, 
teed off the Ballantine’s 

Golf Championship recently. The ongoing 
championship that has a footprint across 11 
major cities in India saw the 22 fi nalists from 
these cities, two winners from each city, 
battle it out for the honors at DLF Golf and 
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MAKE YOUR BEST SWING! 
BALLANTINE’S GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 

COMES TO GURUGRAM
With the promise of many firsts in the Indian Golf Circuit, Ballantine’s, from the 
house of Pernod Ricard, teed off the Ballantine’s Golf Championship recently.

Country Club in Gurugram.
The national fi nal winners - Dr. Prasad 
Mahadevan and Shirish Godbole will 
now travel to Scotland for a money-can’t-
buy experience to play in and around St. 
Andrews, the home of Golf in Scotland. 
The championship was brought to a befi tting 
end with a gala celebration that became 
the talk of the town. The evening counted 

Club News



in its audience the crème de la crème of 
Delhi NCR, in addition to the 22 winners 
of the league stage, pro golfers and opinion 
leaders of the golfi ng fraternity in India. The 
key highlights of the evening included live 
band performance by Nesa Shetty and The 
Copycats followed by a performance by DJ 
Avantika Bakshi.
What’s more? The week of the fi nals also 
saw The Mixed Pro Challenge over two days 
at the DLF Golf and Country Club. Known 
golfers from across the country such as Veer 
Ahlawat, Khalin Joshi, Udayan Mane, Yuvraj 
Sandhu, Gaurika Bishnoi, Vani Kapoor and 
Jahanvi Bakshi played in the Mixed Pro 
Challenge. The team of Aadil Bedi, Ankur 
Chadha and Hitaashee Bakshi was crowned 
winners of the inaugural Ballantine’s Golf 
Championship – Mixed Pro Challenge at 
the DLF Golf and Country Club. The team 
consisting of Yuvraj Singh Sandhu, Sunit 
Chowrasia and Gaurika Bishnoi (133-138) 
fi nished runners-up.
Speaking about Ballantine’s Golf 
Championship, Mr. Kartik Mohindra, Chief 
Marketing Offi cer, said “Greatness in the 
game of life always stems from self-belief. 
Something Ballantine’s has unwaveringly 
stood for. It lionises and celebrates self-
belief in individuals. Inspiring them to stay 
true to their passions and excel on their own 
terms. The game of golf is a refl ection of 
these values. Every golfer has his or her 
unique swing and stroke. The Ballantine’s 
Golf Championship celebrates these unique 
quirks, and drives you to stay true to YOUR 
game.  
Resonating with the fact that the soul of 
Ballantine’s and golf is Scotland, this 
tournament takes the brand’s timeless 
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affi liation with the game even further by 
setting new precedents - including India’s 
fi rst ever mixed pro golf challenge. This 
tournament, with its nationwide footprint, 
is an attempt to bring the illustrious sport of 
golf on the map of India. 
We believe that through this initiative, we 
will inspire and bring together a tribe of 
Indian golfers to raise toasts of accolades 
and conviviality, as well as engender a great 
exchange of ideas. Golf and Ballantine’s: 
both a class act. Made for the discerning.” 
What’s more? The week of the fi nals will 
also see The Mixed Pro Challenge over two 
days at the DLF Golf and Country Club. 
Known golfers from across the country 
such as Veer Ahlawat, Khalin Joshi, Udayan 
Mane, Yuvraj Sandhu, Gaurika Bishnoi, Vani 
Kapoor and Jahanvi Bakshi will play in the 
Mixed Pro Challenge.

“Greatness in the 
game of life always 
stems from self-
belief. Something 
Ballantine’s has 
unwaveringly stood 
for. It lionises and 
celebrates self-belief 
in individuals.”

Mr. Kartik Mohindra
Chief Marketing Officer
Pernod Ricard India

Club News



The Delhi Fund Raiser was inaugurated by 
customary 4 player Tournament ‘Inaugural 
Tee Shots’ by CEO of The Golf Foundation 
Angad Luthra, Chairman of the Tournament 
Committee Delhi Golf Club Lt. Gen. Balbir 
Sandhu, India No 2 Amateur and Golf 
Foundation protégé Yuvraj Singh and The 
Golf Foundation Board Member Advait 
Luthra. The two-person team scramble 
format of the event resulted in some good 
fun and yet competitive golf with the golfers 
getting the opportunity to play aggressively. 
The tournament was graced by Guests of 
Honour Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri, 
and Paralympics Gold and Silver medalist 
Devendra Jhajharia and Ms. Manya Singh, 
Miss India 2020 Runner Up. 
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C
ombining tremendously and 
playing to their strengths, the 
team of Harmeet Sahney and 
Shamsher Dhupia won the 10th Golf 
Foundation Invitational Fund Raiser 

Tournament played at the Delhi Golf Club, 
Delhi with a score of Net 57. 
The pair of Sumant Shrivastava and Soumya 
Dutta edged out Sachin Vaish and Vijay 
Advani for the runners up position over 
count-back of the last 3 holes, after having 
identical scores of Net 60. 
The Golf Foundation Fund Raiser 
tournaments are held every year in Mumbai 
and Delhi (and for the fi rst time in 2022, 
in Bengaluru as well) to garner support 
for a cause which is helping produce Golf 
Champions from India on a consistent basis, 
especially players from underprivileged and 
marginalised backgrounds. The Delhi edition 
was held close after the very successful 
Bangalore edition which was held on March 
25, 2022. Apart from the tournaments, 
The Golf Foundation also organised ‘The 
Golf Foundation Nationwide Talent Hunt’ 
across India in March 2022 with 3 day 
tournaments being held in Kolkata, Gurgaon 
and Bengaluru to identify and induct talented 
young underprivileged golfers into its 
programme. The contestants travel, stay, 
food & golf expenses were fully looked after 
by the Foundation. Also the talented golfers 
would be inducted in the Foundation’s 
annual programme.  

Harmeet Sahney and 
Shamsher Dhupia win 

the Delhi edition 

THE 10TH GOLF FOUNDATION INVITATIONAL 
FUND RAISER TOURNAMENT

Advait Luthra and Angad Luthra hit the inaugural shot Tournament winners - Harmeet Sahney and Shamsher Dhupia being felicitated by the dignitaries

Amit Luthra and Manya Singh presents the 
caddy inauguration prize

Angad Luthra (CEO, TGF) and Amit Luthra (Founder 
President, TGF) felicitate Devendra Jhajharia

Angad Luthra (CEO, TGF) and Amit Luthra (Founder 
President, TGF) felicitate Manya Singh

Dr Kartikay Saini and Sumant Shrivastava Present a prize

Geeta Khurana (Denave), Soumya Dutta (runner up), 
Sumat Shrivastava (Runner up), Harmeet Sahney 
(Avendus) and Devendra Jhajharia

Manya Singh, Amit Luthra, Rashmi Uday Singh, 
Digraj Singh and Advait Luthra

RESULTS
ON COURSE OVERALL SKILLS PRIZES  
SURYAA Straightest Drive Winner: Amit 
Luthra  

2ND RUNNER UP TEAM – Sachin Vaish & 
Vijay Advani 

RUNNER UP TEAM - Sumant Shrivastava & 
Soumya Dutta 

WINNING TEAM - Harmeet Sahney & 
Shamsher Dhupia



Club News

   G o l f P l u s     M A Y   2 0 2 2    51

IndusLaw’s 2nd Invitational Golf 
Tournament & Clinic was held on 
Saturday, March 12, 2022, at ITC 

Classic Golf & Country Club, Manesar, 
Gurugram. 
The 18-hole tournament was a huge 
success and was attended by Kashif Alam 
- the professional golfer and over 100+ 
avid corporate golfers from the Delhi 
NCR region including C-suite executives, 
General Counsels, Legal Heads and 
Senior Offi cials.
A Golf clinic by Monish Bindra was 
conducted for beginners & non-golfers 
.The game was followed by prize 
distribution, cocktails, and dinner.

INDUSLAW INVITATIONAL GOLF

T he 11th edition of the DGC Ladies 
Open Amateur Golf Championship 
2022, presented by USHA, saw 13-

year old Riya Jadon walking away with the 
title score of (78, 80, 74)  in a closely-contested 
fi nal with her older sister Lavanya Jadon (age 
15) nipping at her heels at a score (76, 79, 79). 
Riya also won the Junior Girls Trophy. Over a 
hundred women golfers took part in this year’s 
tournament, which resumed at the Delhi Golf 
Club after a two-year hiatus.
Speaking at the prize distribution ceremony, Ms 
Anju Munjal, Vice President, Usha International 
said, “As part of our ethos of promoting an 
active and healthy lifestyle, USHA is proud 
to have supported golf platforms that have 
paved the way for juniors and amateurs as 
champions in the making. Today, many are now 

DGC LADIES OPEN 
AMATEUR GOLF 
CHAMPIONSHIP

‘professional’ lady golfers, and we are delighted 
that some of them are here with us today”
Adding to this, Monica Tandon, Lady Captain 
Delhi Golf Club said, “Our association with 
Usha goes way back and has been the bedrock 
of platforms such as this that go a long way 
in promoting and supporting women golfers 
including every participant who was a part 
of this tournament. The players showcased 

immense grit and talent and we wish them all 
the best for the future.”
Usha International has been a longstanding 
partner of the Delhi Golf Club for over 30 
years. For decades, the brand has been an avid 
supporter and promoter of a wide array of 
inclusive sporting initiatives across the country 
that encourages and inspires budding athletes to 
follow their passion. 

Ms Chhaya Shriram Director- USHA with the winner Riya Jadon (age 13) and runner-up Lavanya Jadon (age 15)



52   G o l f P l u s    M A Y   2 0 2 2 

Club News

session in the afternoon followed by a beautiful 
traditional Rajasthani Holi Milan dinner hosted 
by Dr. Rajiv and Dr. Anjali Dave Tiwari.
The highlight of the day was the chief guest 
of the event, Dr. Sudhir Bhandari, Vice-
Chancellor, Rajasthan University of Health 
Sciences, who felicitated all the participants. 
The results were announced over lunch, and 
Dr. Kohli’s team Hawa Mahal won the match 
play tournament. A stunning pure silver trophy 
was shared by all team members. The best 
Golfer award was bagged by Dr. Salil Pawah 

with the best lady golfer being Dr. Radhika.
Various other prizes were distributed among 
the participants, with the senior-most player 
of the tournament being awarded to Maj Gen 
Awasthi, nearest to pin trophy to Dr. Salil, 
straight drive winner was Dr Aseem Tikku, 
and Dr. Sachin Dev Mehta bagged the award 
for the longest drive. The emerging golfer of 
the tournament was Dr. Sharad Kapoor and 
Dr. Ritesh. Two Hero cycles were gifted to Dr. 
Sanjay and Dr. Balvinder for their outstanding 
contribution to the success of the event.

A three-day Golf tournament was hosted 
in the beautiful heritage city of Jaipur 
under the patronage of Padmashree, 

Padmabhushan, Dr. B.C.Roy Awardee, past 
DCI President, Hon. Brig. Dr. Anil Kohli from 
the 18th to 20th March 2022. The genuine 
passion shown by the participants, including 
50 esteemed veterans and young dentists from 
across India and the organizers, made it a truly 
remarkable event.
Other than enjoying the warm welcome given 
to all participants by the Organizing Secretary 
Dr. Archit Tiwari, the Organizing Chairman 
Dr. Sanjay Pawah, and Dr. Mohit Agarwal, the 
magnifi cent view of the RCA cricket fi eld from 
the hotel rooms was in every sense a unique 
experience.
The auspicious day of Holi marked the 
beginning of the three-day golf tournament at 
the scenic Rambagh Golf Club with a practice 

3RD ALL 
INDIA DENTAL 
FRATERNITY GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
“PINK CITY GOLF CUP 2022”
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Travel

F
ollowing confi rmation from the 
authorities in Abu Dhabi at the 
beginning of March that people 
travelling to the emirate no longer need 
to take a COVID-19 test to enter the 

emirate, has led to both Saadiyat Beach Golf 
Club and Yas Links Abu Dhabi receiving 
an uptick in booking enquiries to play their 
courses from international golfers.               
Effective from 7th March onwards, 
international travellers no longer need 
to take a PCR test when landing at Abu 
Dhabi International Airport as per UAE 
government directives, following the 
decreased rate of infection in the capital in 
Q1 2022. International travellers can still 
test upon arrival by using the on-site airport 
facility for a cost of Dh40 ($11) per test. 
This news follows further easing of 
COVID-19 rules in the UAE, which were 
announced at the end of February when 
Abu Dhabi confi rmed that it was removing 
border requirements for entering the emirate. 
With the emirate’s Emergency, Crisis and 
Disasters committee confi rming the removal 
of EDE scanners as well as the removal for 
a green pass to enter Abu Dhabi emirate 
from within the UAE. These changes were 
also announced on the same day that UAE 
restaurants are now able to return to 100 per 
cent capacity. 
Due to it currently being the UAE’s “peak 
season” with cooler weather, Yas Links Abu 
Dhabi and Saadiyat Beach Golf Club have 

INTERNATIONAL GOLFERS VISITING ABU DHABI 

been working closely with tour operators 
to encourage an infl ux of visitors, both 
domestic and international to book golf 
trips in the capital over the coming months. 
However, visitors will still need to download 
Al Hosn, the UAE’s offi cial app related to 
Covid-19. Upon entry to either club, visitors 
will need to prove they have green status in 
order to gain access.
Matthew Waters, Group Director of Golf, 
Saadiyat Beach Golf Club, Yas Links 
Abu Dhabi & Yas Acres Golf & Country 
Club said, “We are delighted by this news, 
which makes travelling to and from Abu 
Dhabi a much easier proposition going 
forward, whilst ensuring a safe environment 
simultaneously. It will be incredibly exciting 

Tourists flying to the UAE 
capital also don’t need to 
undertake an on-arrival 
PCR test, which was 
previously mandatory.

for us to welcome back international golfers 
in even greater numbers. Particularly for 
those who have not visited before and will 
now be able to challenge themselves on our 
beautiful courses in a safe and worry-free 
environment for the very fi rst time.”

“We are delighted by 
this news, which makes 
travelling to and from 

Abu Dhabi a much 
easier proposition going 
forward, whilst ensuring 

a safe environment 
simultaneously.”

Matthew Waters, Group Director of Golf, 
Saadiyat Beach Golf Club, Yas Links Abu Dhabi & 

Yas Acres Golf & Country Club

BEFORE TRAVELLING
NO LONGER NEED TO UNDERTAKE PCR TEST

Saadiyat Beach Golf Club - 13th Hole

Yas Links Abu Dhabi
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Gulmohar Golfer of the Year 
2022 took place on 23rd 
& 24th April as part of the 

MP Financial Services-Go Golf 2022 
calendar.

We thank each one of the 52 golfers who 
participated in the event. The summer 
heat did not dampen the passion of all 
the Golfers and they went on to compete 
with each other with the same zeal.

RESULT: 

H’cap 0-14: Winner - Basant Agarwal,  
Runner up - S P Singh

H’cap 15-23: Winner - Baljeet Singh, 
Runner up - Yasumura

H’cap 24-36: Winner - Sameer Kumar 
Da, Runner up - Ajay Kumar Singh

Longest Drive - Kuldeep Pungalia

Closest to Pin - Ajay Kumar Singh

2nd Shot Closest to Pin - S P Singh

Zara Anand, a student from Shiv 
nadir School Noida shot 22-over 
238 to fi nish fourth in the under 

14 class at the R&A Girls U16 Amateur 
Championship. The leading event for up-
and-coming female golfers took place at 

Enville from 22-24 April’22. 
Scotland’s Grace Crawford secured 
back-to-back victories after fi nishing with 
an eagle to claim a memorable success. 
Also congratulations were in order for Maja 
Dultinger for her hole-in-one on hole 14. 

Snippet

GOLFER OF THE YEAR 2022

ZARA ANAND FINISHES FOURTH IN ENVILLE 5 TIMES LIMCA 
RECORD HOLDER

Ranveer Saini gets his records 
listed for the FIFTH time in 
the prestigious Limca Book of 

Records.
The ORIGINAL certifi cates have fi nally 
arrived. 

Baljeet Singh Basant Agarwal

Samir Kumar Das

Ranveer Saini



Viraj Madappa and Rashid Khan booked 
the two available berths in the Indian 
men’s team for the Asian Games 

2022 after claiming the top two spots at the 
Asian Games Selection Trials held at KGA in 
Bengaluru.
Viraj and Rashid will now join Anirban Lahiri 
and Shubhankar Sharma in the four-member 
Indian team bound for the 19th Asiad which 
is scheduled to be staged in Hangzhou, China, 
from September 10 – 25, 2022.
Anirban and Shubhankar had earlier qualifi ed 
on the basis of the Offi cial World Golf Ranking 
(OWGR). 
Twenty-four-year-old Viraj Madappa (66-68-
71-69-67) rounded off a brilliant week after he 
signed for a fi ve-under 67 in the fi fth and fi nal 
round, the day’s best score, to fi nish on top of 
the leaderboard at a total of 18-under 270 in the 
16-man fi eld.

Content Editor: Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI

Rashid made three birdies and two bogeys in 
round fi ve.
Delhi-based Khan returns to the Asian Games 
after 12 years as he had earlier represented India 
at the 2010 edition in Guangzhou while still an 
amateur. He was part of the Indian team that 
won the silver medal on that occasion.
Rashid said, “I was struggling with my putting 

prior to this event. But I was glad 
to get my putting form back this 
week. I made a lot of good putts 
this week and converted most of 
my opportunities on the greens.
“I have great memories of the 
Asian Games when I went there as 
an amateur and won a silver medal 

back in 2010. It’s great to be heading back to the 
event as a professional this time around.”  
Both Madappa and Khan will now be part of an 
Indian team as professionals for the fi rst time.
Karandeep Kochhar fi nished third at 
14-under 274.

Kolkata-based Madappa, who at age 20 
became India’s youngest ever winner on the 
international stage back in 2018, fi red seven 
birdies and a double-bogey in round fi ve.
The four best scores out of fi ve were taken into 
account.
Viraj said, “I was confi dent at the start of the 
week as I was playing well coming into this 
event and to add to that KGA has 
also been a second home for me 
since I’ve played a lot over here in 
recent years.
“It’s an honour to have the 
opportunity to represent India as a 
professional for the fi rst time. I’m 
super excited and look forward to 
having the experience of being part of an Indian 
contingent and staying at the Games Village.”    
Thirty-one-year-old Rashid Khan (68-73-67-
66-71) shot a solid 71 in the last round to fi nish 
second at the qualifying event with a total of 
16-under 272. Two-time Asian Tour winner 

Viraj Madappa Rashid Khan

VIRAJ MADAPPA AND RASHID KHAN 
MAKE THE INDIAN TEAM FOR THE ASIAN GAMES AFTER 
SEALING THE TOP TWO SPOTS AT THE SELECTION TRIALS
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three birdies and a bogey over the fi rst 14 holes 
to lead by one-shot over Nitithorn. Sandhu’s 
lead was extended to two shots when Thippong 
dropped a bogey on the 16th.
With victory in sight for Ajeetesh, there 
was another twist on the par-3 17th where 
Sandhu found the bushes with his tee shot and 
conceded a double-bogey to come back to level 
terms with Thippong. Both players then birdied 
the 18th with clutch putts from a range of eight 
to 10 feet to take the match into a playoff.
Ajeetesh, who climbed to the top of the PGTI 
Order of Merit, following his runner-up 
fi nish, said, “I’ll defi nitely take a lot from this 
performance. I was struggling with my ball-
striking recently but managed to turn it around 
this week.”
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India’s Ajeetesh Sandhu claimed a 
creditable runner-up fi nish after his 
loss in a playoff to Thailand’s Nitithorn 

Thippong amid high drama on the last day of 
The DGC Open presented by Mastercard, an 
Asian Tour event, played at the famed Delhi 
Golf Club.
Thippong (68-70-70-73) and Sandhu (69-
68-73-71), a winner on the Asian Tour in 
2017, went into a playoff after they ended 
the regulation 72 holes in a deadlock with 
matching totals of seven-under 281.
On the decisive fi rst playoff hole, played on the 
par-5 18th, 25-year-old Thippong prevailed to 
win his fi rst title after he found the green in two 
shots and made a two-putt for birdie even as 

AJEETESH SANDHU CLAIMS RUNNER-UP FINISH 
AFTER PLAYOFF LOSS  TO THAILAND’S NITITHORN THIPPONG AMID HIGH DRAMA AT 
THE DGC OPEN PRESENTED BY MASTERCARD

Sandhu found the bushes with his tee shot and 
could therefore just manage a par.
India’s Gaganjeet Bhullar (73-66-73-72) 
fi nished fourth at four-under 284.
The Indian trio of Yuvraj Singh Sandhu, 
playing only his second event on the Asian 
Tour, fi nished tied sixth at two-under 286 
along with compatriots Shiv Kapur and Veer 
Ahlawat.
Thailand’s Danthai Boonma scored 10 birdies 
and two bogeys enroute his eight-under 64 to 
set the course record at the recently re-worked 
course. Boonma fi nished tied 10th at one-
under 287.
The 33-year-old Ajeetesh Sandhu, lying second 
and two off the lead after round three, made 

GAGANJEET BHULLAR 
FINISHES FOURTH; 
YUVRAJ SINGH 
SANDHU, SHIV KAPUR 
AND VEER AHLAWAT 
ARE TIED SIXTH

Ajeetesh Sandhu - Runner-upNitithorn Thippong - Winner

Gaganjeet Bhullar took fourth place
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu finished tied sixth in only 
his second event on the Asian Tour
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mini tour in England, added, “I like being in 
India, it was an easy choice. A win is always 
good for the confi dence and gets me in a good 
place on the ADT list in case I need that to stay 
on the Asian Tour next year.
Chanat Sakulpolaphaisan (66-67-67-68), who 
was overnight tied third, shot a fl awless 68 in 
round four to rise one spot to second place.
Arjun Bhati’s (70-66-68-66) fi nal round 66 was 
the joint best round of the last day along with 
Kemmer’s.
Arjun said, “I’m very proud of my effort this 
week. Scoring 18-under is a huge confi dence-
booster for me. It’s a dream start to my career. I 
putted really well this week.”

American Dodge Kemmer fi red a 
brilliant last round of six-under 66 to 
register a three-shot win at 23-under 

265 at the Gurugram Challenge 2022 TATA 
Steel PGTI – ADT hosted by Classic Golf & 
Country Club.
Thailand’s Chanat Sakulpolaphaisan (68) took 
second place at 20-under 268 at the US$75,000 
event jointly sanctioned by the PGTI and Asian 
Development Tour (ADT).
Seventeen-year-old rookie Arjun Bhati (66), 
playing only his second event after turning 
professional, had the best fi nish among the 
Indians as he took a creditable third place at 
18-under 270.

DODGE KEMMER’S BRILLIANT LAST ROUND 66 
GIVES HIM A THREE-SHOT WIN AT GURUGRAM CHALLENGE 2022 TATA STEEL PGTI – ADT 
HOSTED BY CLASSIC GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

Asian Tour regular Dodge Kemmer (67-66-
66-66), lying one shot off the lead in second 
place after round three, shot a third straight 66, 
a bogey-free round, to come home the winner 
on the most windy day of the week.
Asian Tour regular Kemmer’s success ratifi ed 
his decision to stay on in India for the event 
after the previous week’s event The DGC 
Open, where he fi nished joint 49th.
“It was a great decision!” said the 34-year-old 
Kemmer.
Dodge, who resides in San Francisco and had 
previously won four times around the world 
including two Qualifying School events and an 
event each on the Japan Challenge Tour and a 

CHANAT 
SAKULPOLAPHAISAN 
FINISHES SECOND; 
SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD 
ROOKIE ARJUN BHATI 
BEST AMONG THE 
INDIANS IN THIRD PLACE

Dodge Kemmer receives the winning cheque from Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI 
(centre) and Mr. Rahul Singh representing the Asian Tour (right). Mr. Keshav Kumar, GM, 
Golf Operations & Marketing - Classic Golf & Country Club, is also seen standing on the left Dodge Kemmer - Winner

Chanat Sakulpolaphaisan - Runner-up
Arjun Bhati, playing only his second event after 
turning pro, finished a creditable third



The team of Aadil Bedi, Ankur Chadha and Hitaashee Bakshi 
were crowned winners of the inaugural Ballantine’s Golf 
Championship - Mixed Pro Challenge at the DLF Golf & 

Country Club.

Aadil, Ankur and Hitaashee’s (131-138) team, leaders by two shots after 
round one, drove home the advantage with a score of six-under 138 in 
the second and fi nal round to end up with a gross score of 19-under 
269 for the week to lift the trophy and take home the winning cheque 
worth Rs. 7 lakh at the 36-hole tournament, a fi rst-of-its-kind men’s and 
women’s mixed event played in India.

Hitaashee (66-69), playing at her home course, was the best performer 
for her team for the second day in succession as she followed up her 66 
in round one with a 69 in round two.

The team consisting of Yuvraj Singh Sandhu, Sunit Chowrasia and 
Gaurika Bishnoi (133-138) fi nished runners-up with a gross score of 
17-under 271 after fi ring a six-under 138 in round two.

It was a Team Strokeplay event with 18 teams participating. The total 
prize purse was Rs. 30 lakh. All players were to hole out on every hole. 
The two best scores out of three on each hole (hole by hole) were counted 
towards the team score.

Hitaashee Bakshi mixed six birdies with a bogey and a double-bogey on 
the fi nal day. Bakshi, made two early birdies, sinking a 12-footer on the 
third and tapping-in on the fi fth.

Hitaashee, who has won three events on the WGAI since turning 
professional in December last year, said, “Aadil, Ankur and I had very 
good communication among ourselves and anytime we had a problem 
on the course we discussed it. Even our caddies were helping each other 
out.”

Aadil Bedi (83-74), who gave the early breakthroughs to the winning 
team on the fi nal day, said, “At the start I didn’t know what to expect this 
week as I had never played a team format before and I was also playing 
my fi rst pro event at DLF. But I thoroughly enjoyed the experience.”

Ankur Chadha (69-78), whose 69 in round one was crucial to his 
team’s solid start, said, “The key to our success was that the three of us 
combined really well through both the days.”
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AADIL BEDI, ANKUR CHADHA AND HITAASHEE BAKSHI’S TEAM CROWNED
WINNERS OF THE INAUGURAL BALLANTINE’S GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP – MIXED PRO CHALLENGE

It was a Team Strokeplay event with 18 
teams participating. 

The total prize purse was Rs. 30 lakh. 

All players were to hole out on every hole. 

Aadil Bedi (2nd from left), Hitaashee Bakshi (centre) and Ankur Chadha (2nd from right) 
receive their winning cheque and trophies from Mr. Karan Bindra, Director, K&A Golf 
(extreme right) and Mr. Anitya Chand, Director, K&A Golf (extreme left)

Sunit Chowrasia (2nd from left), Gaurika Bishnoi (centre) and Yuvraj Singh Sandhu 
(2nd from right) receive their trophies from Mr. Karan Bindra, Director, K&A Golf 
(extreme right) and Mr. Anitya Chand, Director, K&A Golf (extreme left)

(L - R) Ankur Chadha, Aadil Bedi and Hitaashee Bakshi 
seen in action during Round 1



Chandigarh’s Yuvraj Singh Sandhu 
continued his red-hot form with his 
third win in fi ve months much to the 

delight of the home crowd at the Rs. 50 lakh 
TATA Steel PGTI Players Championship 
2022 presented by Chandigarh Golf Club.
Yuvraj (70-67-65-69), playing at his home 
course, shot a resolute three-under 69 in 
the fi nal round to end up with a one-stroke 
victory at 17-under 271. The 25-year-old 
Sandhu, who bagged his second win of the 
2022 season and a prize money cheque worth 
Rs. 8,08,250 to go along with it, consolidated 
his position in the PGTI Order of Merit 
despite continuing to be ranked second.
Bangladesh’s Md Zamal Hossain Mollah 
(67-66-69-70) fi red a last round of 70 that 

YUVRAJ SINGH SANDHU CONTINUES RED-HOT FORM 
WITH WIN ON HOME TURF
MD ZAMAL HOSSAIN MOLLAH CLAIMS RUNNER-UP AFTER FINAL HOLE HEARTBREAK

saw him claim the runner-up position at 
16-under 272.
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu dominated proceedings 
for most part of the fi nal day courtesy his 
hot putter but there was a twist on the 17th, 
a two-shot swing in favour of Md Zamal 
Hossain Mollah that reduced Sandhu’s lead 
to just one shot.
Yuvraj fi nally saw it home after playing a 
quality chip to set up a tap-in for par on the 
18th but not before surviving a scare from 
Zamal who narrowly missed a 15-feet birdie 
conversion on the same hole that could’ve 
taken the match into a playoff.
Yuvraj, who won his third career title, said, 
“I had the confi dence of playing at home 
in conditions that I know well. The home 

support and the presence of my parents and 
family also made me feel quite comfortable 
out there while competing. Its special to win 
at my home course and in the presence of my 
parents for the fi rst time.
“It’s been about putting my head down and 
working on my game and my fi tness with my 
team day in and day out. That’s been the key 
to my consistency.”

“IT’S BEEN ABOUT PUTTING MY HEAD 
DOWN AND WORKING ON MY GAME 
AND MY FITNESS WITH MY TEAM 
DAY IN AND DAY OUT. THAT’S BEEN 
THE KEY TO MY CONSISTENCY.”

Yuvraj Singh Sandhu receives the trophy and winner’s cheque from Mr. Ajay Mishra, Chief - Sales, 
Planning & Admin, Flat Products, TATA Steel. The others seen in the prize presentation party are 
Col. H S Chahal, President, Chandigarh Golf Club (extreme right), Mr. K S Sibia, Captain, Chandigarh 
Golf Club (extreme left) and Mr. U S Mundy, CEO, PGTI (2nd from right).

Yuvraj Singh Sandhu - Winner

Md Zamal Hossain Mollah - Runner-up
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round thus marching to a comfortable win.

Manu said, “From last year, I’ve been 
working very hard on the areas I felt I was 
lacking in. The result of all that hard work 
is now showing and that’s also been the key 
to my success so far this season. I improved 
upon what I already had.

“I played all 18 holes in the same manner and 
with the same mindset taking each shot at a 
time. I didn’t see the scoreboard too often but 
I knew I had a good cushion on the back-nine 
so I just focused on my process and the things 
I had done well through the week.”

In-form Manu Gandas of Gurugram 
continued to impress in what has been 
a standout season for him so far as he 

shot a resolute fi nal round of four-under 68 
to register a convincing four-stroke win at 
the Prometheus School presents Delhi-NCR 
Open 2022, a Rs. 40 lakh event, played at the 
Noida Golf Course.

Gandas (65-69-67-68) totaled 19-under 
269 for the week to record his third career 
victory which was also his second of the 
2022 season. The 26-year-old Manu picked 
up the winning cheque worth Rs. 6,46,600 

MANU GANDAS REGISTERS CONVINCING FOUR-SHOT WIN
AT PROMETHEUS SCHOOL PRESENTS DELHI-NCR OPEN 2022

to move up from fi fth to third position in the 
TATA Steel PGTI Order of Merit.

Md Zamal Hossain Mollah (66-70-69-68) of 
Bangladesh fi nished runner-up at 15-under 
273 as a result of his last round of 68. It was 
Zamal’s second straight runner-up fi nish 
following his second spot at Chandigarh 
the previous week. Mollah thus climbed 
from 10th to fi fth place in the PGTI Order 
of Merit.

Manu Gandas, the overnight joint leader along 
with Amardeep Malik, ruled the roost on the 
fi nal day with fi ve birdies and a bogey in his 

MANU’S SECOND WIN OF SEASON LIFTS HIM TO THIRD PLACE 
IN THE TATA STEEL PGTI ORDER OF MERIT

MD ZAMAL HOSSAIN MOLLAH FINISHES RUNNER-UP FOR 
SECOND STRAIGHT WEEK

Manu Gandas receives the winner’s cheque and trophy from Mr. Mukesh Sharma, Chairperson and 
Director, Prometheus School, Noida (2nd from left), Dr. Steven Menezes, Secretary, Noida Golf Course 
(2nd from right), Mr. Simarjit Singh, Chairman - Tournament & Discipline, Noida Golf Course (extreme 
right) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (extreme left).

Manu Gandas - Winner

Md Zamal Hossain Mollah - Runner-up
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