Pranavi keeps Seher at bay to win season’s 4th title on Hero WPGT Ƽˢ˥
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THE CLARET JUG
GOES ‘DOWN UNDER’
ustralian Cameron Smith made history by
winning his ﬁrst major on the Old Course at
St. Andrews by posting the lowest ﬁnal
round ever posted by a champion. Smith
overcame Rory McIlroy with a 8 under 64 on the
ﬁnal day to win the British Open.

A

McIlroy who set to end his eight-year drought in
the majors could not prevail against the ﬁve
straight birdies and the lowest ﬁnal round by
Smith.
McIlroy missed his last chance of a 15 foot birdie
putt on the 17th hole, narrowly missing to the left

and closed the round with a 70 to contend with
the third position in the championship.
Smith matched the major championship record
to par, last reached by Dustin Johnson in the
2020 Masters held in November.
The 2022 Open was a repeat of history of sorts.
Smith is the ﬁrst Australian to win at St. Andrews
in the last 22 years, the last one being Kel Nagle
in 1960, when he pipped Arnold Palmer the
favourite and a rising American star then, what
McIlroy is now!
“The putter went cold on me,” McIlroy said.
“When both Camerons - especially Smith - went
on that run on the back nine, I had to dig deep to
make birdies. And I just couldn’t. I got beaten by
the better player this week. To go out and shoot
64 to win the Open Championship at St. Andrews
is a hell of a showing. Hats oﬀ to Cam.”
There was no Indian at the 150th Indian Open.
Historically Gaurav Ghei was the ﬁrst Indian to
debut on the British Open in 1997 with Anirban
Lahiri having put in maximum appearances
totalling six.
Happy reading!

Editor-in-Chief
editor@golfplusmonthly.com
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Cover Story

SENSATIONAL SMITH WINS

The 150th Open becomes
Champion Golfer of the Year

C

ameron Smith put together one of
the great rounds in major history
to become Champion Golfer of
the Year at The 150th Open.The
Australian started the ﬁnal day four
strokes back from Rory McIlroy and Viktor
Hovland but shot an incredible 64, which
featured ﬁve birdies in a row at the beginning
of the back nine and another on 18, to
overhaul McIlroy and fend oﬀ Cameron
Young by a stroke.His ﬁnishing score of
20-under-par matched Henrik Stenson’s
winning number from Royal Troon six years
ago and is the joint-best score to par in Open
history, and the lowest at St Andrews.

10 G o l f P l u s

AUGUST

Smith is also the ﬁrst Australian to become
Champion Golfer since Greg Norman in
1993 and in the process shot the lowest fourth
round by a champion in St Andrews history,
surpassing Zach Johnson’s 66 in 2015.Smith
was three shots back from McIlroy at the
beginning of the back nine but he switched
his putter on when it mattered most, holing
putts from ﬁve, 16, 11, 18 and ﬁve feet to
swing the Championship his way.But it was
his par save on 17 that stood out, an icecold putt from 10 feet that he stroked into
the bottom of the cup, and he ﬁnished with
a ﬂourish, a gorgeous putt from oﬀ the green
helping to set up another birdie.

2022

That came just seconds after his playing
partner Young holed an eagle to ﬁnish on
19-under-par, and McIlroy missed a birdie
putt to get to the same score on 17.McIlroy
needed an eagle on the last to force a play-oﬀ
but had to settle for par, leaving Smith as the
Champion Golfer of the Year.
A ﬁnal-day shootout between Rory McIlroy
and Viktor Hovland, it ended up being the two
Camerons who went toe-to-toe.
Young showed signs of nerves in bogeying the
1st but hit back with three successive birdies
at 3, 4 and 5 before following up with another
at 7 when a friendly break from a booming tee
shot carried him to the green.

Cover Story

THINGS TO KNOW!

Arnold Palmer playing a shot
at The Open in 1962

The big three, Rolex Testimonees Arnold Palmer,
Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player

Jack Nicklaus lifts the Claret Jug to
celebrate winning The Open in 1978

At The Open, golfers compete for the
coveted Claret Jug, one of the oldest
prizes in sport. The ﬁnal Major of the year
was founded by pioneers of the sport
whose guiding principle was to crown
the Champion Golfer of the Year. Since
1860, The Open has been played at some
of the United Kingdom’s most cherished
links courses, including Royal Birkdale,
Carnoustie, Prestwick, Royal Liverpool,
Royal Lytham & St Annes, Royal Portrush,
Royal St George’s and Royal Troon, as well
as at the home of golf, St Andrews. Rolex
has been the event’s Official Timekeeper
since 1981 and Premier Partner since 2018.
The Open, the oldest of golf’s four Majors,
will be played for the 150th time this
year, and for such an historic occasion
only one setting will suffice; St Andrews
– the unequivocal ‘Home of Golf’ – and
its venerable Old Course, which is among
the earliest golf courses known to man.
There is just something different in the
North Sea air whenever The Open returns
to St Andrews. The spirits of champions
past pervade the Old Course, the beaches
and the cobbled streets. The sense of
occasion is peerless in golf and so it is
unsurprising that many of golf’s greatest
champions value victory in The Open at
St Andrews above all others.
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Tiger Woods playing a shot at Carnoustie,
host course of The 147th Open in 2018

While everything
dropped for Smith,
McIlroy’s radar was
ever so slightly awry
as he became the
first player with an
overnight lead not
to walk away with a
major trophy when
hitting every green
in regulation.

Cameron Young

Rory Mcllory

Nature was less on his side two holes later, his
ball swallowed by a gorse bush following an
errant tee shot that led to a drop and another
bogey – but again the 25-year-old responded.
The 150th Open goes down as the latest case
of so near, yet so far for Rory McIlroy.
While everything dropped for Smith,
McIlroy’s radar was ever so slightly awry as
he became the ﬁrst player with an overnight
lead not to walk away with a major trophy
when hitting every green in regulation.
Birdies, which were so nearly eagles, at the
5th and 10th raised hopes and were greeted
with roars of approval from a crowd eager to
see the Northern Irishman end his eight-year
major drought.
But Smith’s incredible run left McIlroy
playing catch-up and an agonising missed
birdie putt from 20 feet at 17 left him with too
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View of the Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews

much to do on the last.
This has been McIlroy’s most consistent year
in majors – never before has he ﬁnished in
the top 10 of all four – but that will be scant
consolation.
Hovland, meanwhile, failed to ﬁre having
started with a share of the lead.

2022

The Norwegian dropped a shot at the 4th and
did not reclaim it until the 12th, by which
time Smith had left him in the rear-view
mirror.
Two more bogeys saw Hovland sign for a 74,
the only player in the top 10 to ﬁnish with an
over-par round.

150TH OPEN AT ST ANDREWS

Feature

KURUSH REPRESENTS THE HEERJEES

Article written by GolfPlus on behalf of Farzan Heerjee

hen Uttam Mundy, CEO of PGTI
and a dear friend of Farzan Heerjee,
learnt that the latter would not be
able to make his planned trip to Scotland for the
150th Open owing to a medical emergency he
was saddened but immediately quipped to his
friend: “Don’t worry. The Heerjee ﬂag will be
there to ﬂy at the 150th Open.”
It was in the year 2015 when Kurush Heerjee
and his father, Farzan, both avid golfers, realized
a slice of their dream -- to watch The Open
Golf Championship at the famed St Andrews
Golf Course in Scotland. That was when they
decided to revisit the course and be there for the
150th Open, which was postponed owing to the
pandemic and was ﬁnally held in July 2022.
Fate had other plans though. Kurush’s father had
a medical emergency and had to cancel his travel
plans. Instead, he had to undergo a surgery. That,
however, did not deter him from encouraging his
son to head for the 150th Open.
For young Kurush, himself a professional golfer
who started wielding the golf club when he was
barely ﬁve years old, it was indeed a dream
come true for the second time. This time, it
would be a double whammy for him. Not only
would he get to watch the 150th Open, he knew
he would meet the legendary South African
golfer Gary Player, widely considered to be one
of the greatest golfers of all time.
Kurush’s father had met Mr Player during
several Open tournaments and had written to
him seeking time to exchange a `hello’ along
with his son. Mr Player had kindly obliged and
had ﬁxed a time for their meeting. However,
when Farzan knew he would not be able to make
it to Scotland for the 150th Open, he wrote to
Mr Player’s oﬃce expressing his inability to
keep his tryst with Mr Player. Simultaneously,

W

Kurush part of the four ball that played at
the Old Course. A memory of a lifetime

With the legendary Gary Player

he made another request – if Mr Player could
spare some time to meet Kurush? Mr Player
graciously obliged.
“He came bang on the appointed time”,
remembers Kurush with great fondness and awe.
“He was immensely pleased when I told him that
the oldest golf club outside of the British Isles
– Royal Calcutta Golf Club – was located in
Kolkata, India.” Mr Player told Kurush that he
shot better than his age 3,037 times. He also said
that what he loved about India was the fact that
“you cannot cut down trees in India as and when
you want to”.
During his illustrious career, Mr Player won nine
major championships on the regular tour and

From Gary Player
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Feature

Jamshedpur being well represented by Sanjay
Sabharwal, Uttam Mundy, Kurush Heerjee

The scene on the last hole final day
play. Kurush and Arush Sabharwal

Ran into Michael Greller,
Jordan Speiths caddy

US-based friend Matt, at 12:45 p.m. “Matt and
I were 17th and 18th on the waitlist to begin
with. By around noon, we were at 5th and 6th
position. We were wondering if going out for
a quick lunch would be a good idea since the
waitlist was moving and, as we were talking
about this and making plans to reach at 6 pm the
same evening for the next day’s game (in case
we didn’t get to play on the 20th), the starter
called out or name and we were oﬀ.”
Uttam Mundy, CEO, PGTI. And Gaurav Bajaj, representing IGU

Jim McKay “Bones”.
Justin Thomas caddy. Phil
Mickelsons ex caddy

Kurush with Kultida Woods
(Tiger Woods mother)

THAT WAS WHEN KURUSH FINALLY REALIZED HIS DREAM
ON THE 20TH OF JULY WHEN HE PLAYED A ROUND OF GOLF
AT THE OLD COURSE AT ST ANDREWS, AND WHAT’S MORE,
WITH THE SUNDAY FLAGS OF THE 150TH OPEN.
nine championships on the Champions Tour. At
the age of 29, he won the 1965 US Open and, at
that time, became the only non-American to win
all four majors in a career, known as the career
Grand Slam. He won over 150 professional
tournaments across six continents over seven
decades and was inducted into the World Golf
Hall of Fame in 1974.
Kurush recollects how, while he was there to
watch the 150th Open, he met, among others,
the mother of none other than Tiger Woods in the
shopping area there. Kultida Woods, who was
born and raised in Thailand, was married to US
army veteran and baseball player Earl Woods,
Tiger’s father. “I was standing in the queue and
overheard someone talking in Thai and mention
the name of Tiger Woods. I recognized her and,
with a lot of trepidation, I walked up to her and
requested if I could have a photograph with her.
She said she would oblige but ﬁrst wanted to
know how I knew her. To this, I jokingly said
that if someone here does not know you, he or
she should be sent back home. She had a good
laugh and obliged me with the photograph.”
On her asking, I told her I would walk with

A kit given to every golfer who
tees it up at the Old Course
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Tiger Woods on the golf course. Elated as she
was, she gifted me a branded lapel pin that was
meant exclusively for Tiger Woods’ family”.
True to his word, and desire, Kurush walked
all the 18 holes with Tiger on Day One of the
tournament. The next day, he walked with him
on the last ﬁve holes. “It was a priceless and
emotional experience watching him wave his
cap to his fans in the gallery from the Swilcan
Bridge”.
Kurush recalls with awe how Tiger Woods was
followed and cheered by his fans all along the
fairway. “There were a lot of expectations from
Tiger Woods, a 15 time major champion. His
missing the cut was a huge disappointment for
his fans”.
Rory Mcllroy was a frontrunner to win the
150th Open. The former world No. 1, who held
the position for 100 weeks during his career,
played some awesome golf.
Eventually, it was Cameron Smith who won the
150th Open at St Andrews with a score of 268.
He scored 20 under par, one stroke ahead of
Cameron Young.
Kurush had one more thing foremost in his mind.
To play a round of golf at the
Old Course at St Andrews. He
was unsuccessful in his ﬁrst
attempt to play a round at the
famed course on the 19th of
July, despite joining the queue
at 4 a.m. This, however, did
not dampen his spirits and he
lined up to try his luck the next
day at 3 a.m. Finally, just as
he was headed for lunch, his
name was called, alongside
Lapel pin from Kultida Woods
that of his newly-found,
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That was when Kurush ﬁnally realized his
dream on the 20th of July when he played a
round of golf at the Old Course at St Andrews,
and what’s more, with the Sunday ﬂags of the
150th Open. “The emotions I went through were
overwhelming. It was truly an unforgettable,
memorable experience”, says Kurush, who has
also played at the Jubilee Composite Course
and the Dukes Golf Course in Scotland. “We
met people from all parts of the world on both
days. Each one of them was excited to play the
Old Course. For me, personally, it was truly a
great experience to play a course with so much
history and where legends have won,” said an
elated Kurush.
The Open Championship, often referred to as
The Open or the British Open, is the oldest golf
tournament in the world, and certainly one of
the most prestigious. Founded in 1860, it was
originally held annually at Prestwick Golf Club
in Scotland. Later, the venue rotated between a
select group of coastal links golf courses in the
United Kingdom. It is organized by the Royal &
Ancient Golf Club (R&A).
The Open is one of the four major men’s golf
tournaments in the world, the others being the
Masters Tournament, the PGA Championship
and the US Open. Since the PGA Championship
moved to May in 2019, chronologically The
Open has been chronologically the fourth and
ﬁnal major golf tournament of the year. It is held
in mid-July.
It is called The Open because it is, in theory,
“open” to all, i.e. professional and amateur
golfers. In practice, however, the current event
is a professional tournament in which a small
number of the world’s leading amateurs also
play, by invitation or qualiﬁcation. The success
of the tournament led to many other open golf
tournaments being introduced around the world.
The Old Course at St Andrews is the oldest golf
course in the world, and winning The Open
there is often regarded as one of the pinnacles of
golf. Given the special status of the Old Course,
The Open is played there once every ﬁve years
in the modern era, much more frequently than
the other courses used for The Open. Previous
champions often chose St Andrews as their ﬁnal
Open tournament. It has become traditional to
come down the 18th fairway to a huge applause
from the crowds in the amphitheatre and to pose
for ﬁnal pictures on the Swilcan Bridge with the
picturesque clubhouse and town in the background.
What a backdrop for a curtain call!

EVENTS PLAYED DURING JUNE/ JULY
THE AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP
Date

: 13-18 June

Venue : Royal Lytham & St Annes, England
Players : Shaurya Bhattacharya, Yuvraj Singh,
Milind Soni and Aryan Roopa Anand

WOMEN’S AMATEUR
Date

: 20-25 June

Venue : Hunstanton, England
Players : Avani Prashanth, Nishna Patel and
Sneha Singh

JUNIOR OPEN
Date

: 11-13 July 2022

Venue : Monifieth, Scotland
Players : Sukhman Singh at T 49 and
Avani Prashanth at T21
Unfortunately in both The Amateur Championship &
Women’s Amateur the players missed the cut.
The Amateur Championship

IGU UPCOMING EVENTS
IGU SAMARVIR SAHI GOLF
CHAMPIONSHIP

IGU ROTARY SOUTHERN INDIA
AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP

Date and Time

: 2022-08-22

Date and Time

: 2022-09-26

Location

: Chandigarh Golf Club

Location

: Bangalore

Event Category

: Men’s

Event Category

: Men’s
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NISHNA
PATEL

GP: Who prompted you to take
up golf out of all the other
sports?
My father used to regularly play and so did
my brother. This prompted me to take up
golf.

GP: How did you manage your
time to juggle between golf and
studies?
I study in the evenings after my practice
and during tournaments, I cover up with the
work in evening after my rounds.

GP: What has been the role
of IGU in your journey as an
amateur golfer?
IGU has played a very important role in my
journey since I started playing golf. Earlier

FAVORITE
Food
Italian Cuisine

Book
Autobiography of
Tiger Woods

Golfer
Rory Mcllroy &
Lydia Ko

I played the Western India Feeder tour
and then gradually I started playing on the
national circuit held by IGU. It has given me
a wonderful opportunity to play at various
courses across India.
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GP: What are your future plans?
My future plan is to turn professional and
play on the LPGA.I have been focusing
100% on my goal at becoming one of the
top golfers in the world.

GP: How are you coping with the
current scenario of Covid 19?
Since golf is played in open, it is easier to
remain safe and maintain distance. Now
with lower number of cases, i’m looking
forward to playing on different courses and
gather more experience.

GP: How are you keeping up
your practice regimen?
I split my daily practice between short and
long game. Also I play on the course 4 times
a week to play either 9 or 18 holes.

with

SNEHA
SINGH

GP: What prompted you to take
up golf out of all the other sports?
SNEHA : We used to stay inside the premises
of RCGC behind the Putting Green. The tennis
court and putting green were attached to
each other, my father sent me for tennis in
the beginning but it was a long wait for my
turn to hit a ball.
Seeing that my father, Sanjay Kumar Singh, a
Class A Golf Coach and a Professional Golfer
started taking me to practice Range at RCGC
he gave me a small club to hit some balls.
I also attended the Junior Program run by
Protouch Golf Academy at RCGC.
The turning point came when my father
joined as a Golf Coach at Hyderabad Golf
Association in 2010 and started the HGA
Junior Program. I started learning and
participated in South Zone Events from 2012.

GP: How did you manage your
time to juggle between golf and
studies?
SNEHA : Thanks to my school Delhi Public
School, Hyderabad and my College St Annes
College for Women’s in Hyderabad , the
Principal and Teachers were supportive
& allowed me to take playing leaves to
participate in Tournaments. I used to practice
golf in the morning and study late night to
cope up.

GP: What has been the role of IGU
in your journey as an amateur
golfer?
SNEHA : IGU is the apex body of Golf -with
their help a Junior Golfer competes in a

FAVORITE
Food
Chicken Biriyani

Book
Ben Hogan Five
Fundamentals

Golfer
Tiger Woods

tournament and be on merit list. IGU gave
me opportunity to represent my country
in The Women’s Amateur Asia Pacific Golf
Championship in Abu Dhabi Nov 2021, The

Queen Sirkit Cup in May 2022 and the R&A
Womens Amateur in June 2022.

GP: What are your future plans?
SNEHA : In future I would want to play the
Asian Games and Olympics. In future would
like to play LET and LPGA.

GP: How are you coping with the
current scenario of Covid-19?
SNEHA : Covid was tough as I missed
International opportunities since the events
got cancelled. During lockdown I practiced my
swings, focused on studies and fitness.

GP: How are you keeping up your
practice regimen?
SNEHA : I practice every day for 7 hours
including course play except college times or
examination.
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MASTER THE
FAIRWAY
BUNKER
LIKE MATT
FITZPATRICK:
THE WINNING
SHOT FROM
THE U.S. OPEN

Matt Fitzpatrick

by Chris Cox/PGA TOUR

HOW A MIRACULOUS SHOT ON THE 72ND HOLE HELPED DELIVER THE FIRST-TIME PGA
TOUR WINNER A MAJOR TITLE.

M

att Fitzpatrick’s ﬁrst PGA TOUR
victory was never going to come
easy.

Despite winning seven times on
the DP World Tour, the plucky
Englishman by way of Northwestern had still
been waiting for his breakthrough on the U.S.
tour, a streak that had surpassed more than 100
career PGA TOUR starts since the 2015-16
season.
And here he was once again, tantalizingly close
to a marquee victory at the 122nd U.S. Open,
only to ﬁnd himself in a truly perilous position.
“It’s the one place I didn’t want to be,” he said
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afterward. “No. 1 on that list.”
That place, of course, was the daunting
bunker on the left side of the fairway some
155 yards from the green, which the 27-yearold found after ripping a 3-wood oﬀ the tee.
Nursing a one-shot lead over playing partner
Will Zalatoris—who had already found the
fairway—a playoﬀ almost surely seemed
imminent, if not an outright defeat at the last.

front of the 18th green, landing about 18 feet
from the hole.
“I’m a fast player, and when I look back, it just
all happened so fast,” he said of his second shot
at the 18th. “It was like just kind of let natural
ability take over and just played the shot that
was at hand, as if I was a junior trying to hit
it close.

“I thought: try to hit it close,” Fitzpatrick said.

“And I didn’t mean to do that, but I just
committed to the shot we kind of planned ...
Yeah, it was amazing to watch.”

He did. The Sheﬃeld, England, native pulled
out his 9-iron and promptly sent his ball soaring
over another gaping bunker that protected the

Fitzpatrick said afterward that shots like that
are the one area of his game that he’s been
struggling most with of late. But you would

But Fitzpatrick had other plans.

Official PGA TOUR Content
never it know based on that dramatic shot at the
last, said Todd Anderson, director of instruction
at the PGA TOUR Performance Center at
TPC Sawgrass, home of THE PLAYERS
Championship.
“To get up and hit a shot like that under all that
pressure, on a shot that you’ve been struggling
with all year, that’s impressive. It tells you how
strong the guy is mentally,” Anderson said. “It’s
one thing to hit that shot. It’s another thing to
do it under all that pressure when you’ve never
won a major championship.”
So, how’d Fitzpatrick do it? And better yet,
how can you replicate the winning shot at your
home course?
Anderson says the biggest mistake players
most often make in a fairway bunker is that
they lose their levels when they swing. In other
words, golfers can solve a lot of their issues in
this scenario by simply getting measured to
the ball correctly and maintaining the height
established at address.

Matt Fitzpatrick embraces his caddie Billy Foster after winning the US Open

“What most people will do is grip the club,
then set up to the ball, then bury their feet,”
Anderson said. “But when you do that,
basically what you’ve done is lowered yourself
below the level of the sand/ball, which makes
you hit behind it.”

“The club can only go, maybe, down to a halfinch or quarter-inch oﬀ the sand. And you feel
as tall as you can be with your arms as long as
they can be. From there, you just want to keep
your levels and make a three-quarter length
swing.”
The other key to that swing, of course is to
impact the ball before hitting the sand. That’s
the diﬀerence in a fairway bunker from a
greenside bunker, which requires the opposite
approach.

Matt Fitzpatrick watches his putt during the US Open

A simple way to help do this is to remember to
keep your right shoulder high through impact,
Anderson said.
“If you drop your right shoulder, your upper
body is going to tilt back over your right foot
and you’re going to hit the sand behind the
ball,” he explained. “So if you can get measured
to the ball correctly and keep your right side
high and moving up to the ball, you’ll get hit
the ball ﬁrst.”
Most players try to lift the ball out of the
bunker in this scenario, and that’s exactly
what you don’t want to do, he noted. Just look
at Fitzpatrick’s shot as evidence – he made
an aggressive move through the ball. “He
didn’t hang back and try to lift the ball out,”

Images Courtesy : GettyImages

Anderson likes to encourage his students to
“under reach.” Essentially, he says, you want to
feel like your arms and the club are extended,
but the club can’t reach the sand.

“I’m a fast player, and
when I look back, it just
all happened so fast, it
was like just kind of let
natural ability take over
and just played the shot
that was at hand, as if
I was a junior trying to
hit it close.

Anderson added, “but instead ﬁred his upper
body through and got the bottom of the swing
in front of the ball.”
Doing so helped Fitzpatrick ﬁnally win his ﬁrst
PGA TOUR event at the U.S. Open. How can
it help you?
“One of the best shots I ever hit,” he said.

Todd Anderson is the Director of Instruction at the PGA TOUR Performance Center at TPC Sawgrass, home
of THE PLAYERS Championship. The 2010 National PGA Teacher of the Year has seen his students amass
more than 50 victories across the PGA TOUR and Korn Ferry Tour, including two FedExCup titles. He is
currently rated by Golf Digest as one of the top 20 golf instructors in the United States.
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STRATEGIC ALLIANCE
BETWEEN PGA TOUR, DP
WORLD TOUR BEGINS ON
MASTERFUL LINKS COURSE.

YOUTH IS SERVED IN
Sam Burns

PGA TOUR’S FEDEXCUP PLAYOFFS
S
By Jim McCabe

hould you want proof that golf is a
game for life, played in diﬀerent venues
for all ages, digest what was going
on in various corners of the game 15
summers ago.

In the Dallas, Texas, area, an 11-year-old named
Scott Scheﬄer was crushing the competition on
the North Texas PGA Junior Tour. There were
victories at Shady Valley, The Links at Water
Chase, Lantana GC, and by eight strokes over
Vince Whaley at Twin Creeks GC.
Down in Bayou country, another 11-yearold named Sam Burns was shooting 84 in the
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annual Shreveport (Louisiana) City Amateur. He
ﬁnished top ﬁve.

In Scotland, up north of St. Andrews in the
council area of Angus, an 18-year-old mophaired kid from Northern Ireland, Rory McIlroy,
was low amateur in the Open Championship
at Carnoustie. Rounds of 68-76-73-72 served
notice that this kid might be pretty good.
With rounds of 72-70, a 14-year-old youngster
from Goshen, Kentucky, Justin Thomas,
ﬁnished second in his age group, third overall,
at the Evian Masters Junior Cup in France. One
perk for winning—he got to play alongside Juli

*Editor’s Note: FedExCup
standings are as of July 7, 2022

Inkster in a pro-am before the Evian Masters.

And on the other side of the world, in Hawaii,
a 15-year-old Japanese younger named Hideki
Matsuyama dominated his match against Henry
Park, 6 and 5, to help the visitors post a 24 ½ to
19 ½ win in the Hawaii/Japan Junior Cup.
Those were the stages, of course, played in the
shadows. On the stage that mattered, a guy much
older, 31-year-old Tiger Woods, was collecting
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In Scotland, up north of St.
Andrews in the council area of
Angus, an 18-year-old mophaired kid from Northern
Ireland, Rory McIlroy, was
low amateur in the Open
Championship at Carnoustie.

Rory McIlroy

stages as kids, 26-year-old Scheﬄer (he’s Scottie
now, unlike in 2007), Burns, 26; McIlroy, 33;
Thomas, 29; and Matsuyama, 30, were Nos.
1-2-3-4-5 in the FedExCup standings when the
calendar ﬂipped to July.
The ﬂip side of Woods now being 46 is the
fact the game is getting younger and, oh, how
the current FedExCup standings reﬂect that.
After Scheﬄer, Burns, McIlroy, Thomas, and
Matsuyama, we have Patrick Cantlay, Cameron
Smith, Xander Schauﬀele, Will Zalatoris, and
Max Homa.

Scottie Scheffler

Average age of those 10 players: 28.5.
a fourth PGA Championship at Southern Hills
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Ho-hum as that might
have been—given it was his 14th major—what
surely resonated was Woods’ achievement at
the end of that summer. With an overwhelming
performance in the inaugural FedExCup on the
PGA TOUR, Woods earned a cool U.S. $10
million.
What stands out about that 2007 TOUR
Championship that nailed down the ﬁrst
FedExCup were the suﬀocating numbers—he
won the season ﬁnale by eight strokes, it was his
61st career win and seventh of the season, and he

ﬁnished the TOUR Championship at 23-under
257.
“It has been a phenomenal week,” Woods said,
then very much at his understated best. He had,
after all, also pocketed a check for $1.26 million
for winning the TOUR Championship.
“I enjoyed being on a scoring streak, hitting good
shot after good shot, and I felt very comfortable
with my game. It felt good.”
That was then and this is now, and what feels
remarkable is how quickly time has passed and
how surreal it is to know this: Just 15 years after
they were playing golf on mostly unheralded

That is more than four years younger than the
average age in 2007, the ﬁrst FedExCup when
seven of the top 10 were 31 or older. This
time around, eight of the current top 10 are
30-or-younger.
But if this youth parade has many marchers, the
warmest spotlight must be shined on the leader,
the same kid who 15 years ago was dominating
the competition on the North Texas Junior PGA.
All Scheﬄer has done in this, his third full
season on the PGA TOUR, is win four times
and roar into the penthouse of the Oﬃcial World
Golf Rankings.
Not bad, this No. 1 designation. But some
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That was then and this
is now, and what feels
remarkable is how quickly
time has passed and how
surreal it is to know this:
Just 15 years after they
were playing golf on mostly
unheralded stages as kids,
26-year-old Scheffler
(he’s Scottie now, unlike in
2007), Burns, 26; McIlroy,
33; Thomas, 29; and
Matsuyama, 30, were Nos.
1-2-3-4-5 in the FedExCup
standings when the
calendar ﬂipped to July.
might argue that Burns is No. 1A, because all
he has done is win three times before, and if you
go back to the middle of the 2020-21 season,
Burns secured victories in four of his last 29
tournaments.
The screeching noise you heard is the arrival
of the Scheﬄer-Burns express; they are two
young men who are great friends and as if to
punctuate their newfound grip on the PGA
TOUR, they had an exclamation point of a
Sunday back in May.
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Scottie Scheffler (left) and Sam Burns

Locked in a playoﬀ at the Charles Schwab
Challenge, Burns poured in a long-range birdie
on the ﬁrst extra hole to beat his Texas friend.
Even Scheﬄer ﬂashed a wide smile that day,
nodding his approval to Burns, knowing that
there’ll be many more opportunities to return
the favor. Perhaps even as soon as the upcoming
FedExCup playoﬀs – Aug. 11-14 at the FedEx
St. Jude Classic in Memphis; Aug. 18-21 at the
BMW Championship in Wilmington, Delaware;
and Aug. 25-28 at the TOUR Championship in
Atlanta, Georgia.
They are tournaments that are showcase events
for the best of the elite, and whereas you might
have understandably expected them to put
Scheﬄer in awe as a 24-year-old rookie in
August of 2020, it didn’t work out that way. In
his second round in the playoﬀs, Scheﬄer shot
59 at TPC Boston.
He didn’t win that week, but a T-4 set in motion
a nice playoﬀ run – T-20 at the BMW, ﬁfth at the
TOUR Championship. The three who ﬁnished
immediately ahead of him in the FedExCup
standings in 2020-Schauﬀele, Thomas, and
Jon Rahm-are key contenders for the 202122 FedExCup as a dynamic era of young and
talented performers continues into the 16th
edition of this season-long race.

Amazing, the furious speed with which these
kids have progressed from junior golf to the
spotlight of a FedExCup. Then again, perhaps
there are those who saw this coming. Joel
Edwards, for instance.
A veteran PGA TOUR performer, Edwards
was in the twilight of his career when he used
to practice at Royal Oaks at Dallas where
Scheﬄer was the brightest of a stable of
talented junior players.
Precocious and supremely talented, Scheﬄer
would challenge Edwards and another PGA
TOUR veteran, Harrison Frazar, to random
contests. Frazar conﬁrms he lost sleeves
of golf balls to a fourth-grader; Edwards
concedes “he cost me a fortune; I used to carry
a bunch of quarters because I knew I’d get my
butt beat (in a bid to hit practice-range poles
with wedge shots).”
And if there was one thing that stood out about
Scheﬄer back then, even beyond his uncanny
golf skills, it was his appearance.
“He always wore pants. He looked like a Tour
player at 10,” said Edwards.
And at 11, while mowing down the competition
in the North Texas PGA Jr. Tour, perhaps
Scheﬄer knew this brand-new FedExCup was
someday going to be in his future.

Images Courtesy : GettyImages
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KOBORI CLAIMS SECOND LETAS TITLE AS PORSIUS WINS ON ALPS TOUR
New Zealand’s Momoka Kobori
clinched her second win on LET
Access Series recording a four-shot
victory at the Hauts de France – Pas de Calais
Golf Open.The 23-year-old sensation, who
arrived in Europe only four weeks ago, started
the ﬁnal day one shot ahead and quickly turned
that into a two-shot advantage with a birdie on
the ﬁrst hole.Kobori’s only dropped shot of
the round came on the par-ﬁve seventh as she
made the turn in 36 and she then rolled in three
birdies on the back nine including on the last
hole to card a round of 70 (-3) and ﬁnish on
eight-under-par.
“It deﬁnitely helped to start oﬀ with a birdie
and get myself going. Surprisingly I felt pretty
relaxed today, and I had a great day playing with
Hannah [McCook] and Lauren [Holmey],” said
Kobori.
“Coming down the last hole I was feeling really
excited about what I have been able to do this
week, putting together three rounds of golf
under par.I am very glad I was able to do it back
in France again. I’d deﬁnitely be happy to come
back in the near future.”

and it was put together in amazing conditions. I
was just happy to keep it steady and make a few
birdies coming in.”
The New Zealander has had a fabulous ride in
the past four weeks in Europe, adding T7 and
T2 ﬁnishes to her two triumphs.

And the two-time LETAS winner acknowledged
the challenge and diﬃculty of the golf course
at Aa Saint-Omer Golf Club, which made her
appreciate the result even more.

Even though LETAS and the men’s Alps
Tour held two separate events on the same
golf course with pars 73 and 71, respectively,
Kobori enjoyed playing alongside the men’s
ﬁeld this week.

She added: “This course was a great challenge,

She explained: “We are so used to playing in

just a ﬁeld of us women but for me coming from
New Zealand, we have a lot of mixed events
as well. It’s a lot of fun to mix it up from time
to time.
“It was also awesome to see many people out
there watching us and the guys, a lot of kids
came which is truly amazing.”
Tied for second place on four-under-par was
Dutch amateur Lauren Holmey alongside
Spain’s Noemi Jimenez Martin, who ﬁred the
round of the tournament a seven-under 66 on
day three.

KOREA’S STARLET KIM ENJOYS BEST FINISH ON PGA TOUR
Korea’s rising star Joohyung
Kim posted his best result on the
PGA TOUR with an impressive
solo third place ﬁnish at the Genesis
Scottish Open.

Playing in Scotland for the ﬁrst time, the
20-year-old Kim ﬁred a ﬁnal round of 3-under
67 at the Renaissance Club in North Berwick
at the US$8 million tournament which is cosanctioned by the PGA TOUR and DP World

Tour as part of a strategic alliance.
American Xander Schauﬀele, the Tokyo
Olympics gold medallist, claimed a thrilling
one-shot win over countryman Kurt Kitayama
with a closing 70 for his third win of the
season and career seventh, and rose to third
position on the FedExCup standings.
Kim produced some wonderful golf and
grabbed a share of the lead with his fourth
birdie of the day on the 17th hole. However,
he made bogey at the last by missing a
ﬁve-foot putt to eventually ﬁnish two
behind Schauﬀele. The top-3 ﬁnish was
ideal preparation ahead of Kim’s maiden
appearance at The Open Championship at St
Andrews starting July 14.
“I came in this week just trying my best and
I accomplished something. It’s my best ﬁnish
in a co-sanctioned PGA TOUR and Rolex
Series Event so it’s going to move me up
and it’s just a stepping stone,” said Kim, who
has already won seven times in Asia in his
ﬂedgling career.
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JOOHYUNG KIM ACCEPTS PGA TOUR SPECIAL TEMPORARY MEMBERSHIP
The PGA TOUR announced
today that Joohyung “Tom” Kim
has accepted Special Temporary
Membership for the remainder of the
2021-22 PGA TOUR Season. A native of
South Korea, Kim is now eligible for unlimited
sponsor exemptions for the remainder of the
season as he attempts to earn his PGA TOUR
card for the 2022-23 season.
“I’ve worked really hard to get to this point,
and now I have more work ahead of me to earn
full PGA TOUR status for 2023,” said Kim,
who received a sponsor exemption for this
week’s 3M Open. “It has always been a dream
of mine to play the PGA TOUR and I am very
grateful to 3M for giving me this opportunity
to compete.”
Currently No. 40 in the Oﬃcial World Golf
Ranking, Kim has made six starts on the PGA
TOUR this season, highlighted by a thirdplace ﬁnish at the Genesis Scottish Open. He
recorded additional top-25s at the AT&T Byron
Nelson (T17) and U.S. Open (23rd). Kim
crossed the threshold for Special Temporary
Membership with a tie for 47th at last week’s
Open Championship, accumulating as many
or more points through the non-member
FedExCup points list this season as No. 150 on
the 2020-21 FedExCup standings (287).
To earn full status on the PGA TOUR for the
2022-23 season, Kim must earn as many or

more non-member FedExCup points as the ﬁnal
eligible player from the 2021-22 FedExCup
standings to qualify for the 2022 FedExCup
Playoﬀs. Kim currently has 296 points, and for
reference, that would fall between Nos. 131 and
132 in the current FedExCup standings.
Kim, 20, is the youngest player to join the
TOUR as a Special Temporary Member since
Joaquin Niemann did so as a 19-year-old during
the 2017-18 season. He has seven international

victories to date, collecting two victories each
on the Korean Tour and Asian Tour and three
on the Asian Development Tour. He led the
Genesis points list on the Korean Tour and
won the Asian Tour Order of Merit in 2021.
Kim has posted nine top-ﬁve ﬁnishes in his
last 18 worldwide starts, including a win at the
2022 Singapore International, and has moved
from No. 152 to No. 40 in the Oﬃcial World
Golf Ranking in that span.

TONY FINAU COMES FROM BEHIND TO WIN 3M OPEN
James Hahn surged up the board with a 65 to
match Piercy and Tom Hoge (70) at 13 under.
Piercy bogeyed four of six holes before a triplebogey implosion on No. 14, allowing Finau playing in the preceding trio - to take over for
good on his way to his third career tour victory.
The surest sign this was Finau’s day came on
No. 17. His tee shot clanged oﬀ the side of the
grandstand, ricocheted back onto the green
and rolled into the rough - just a few feet from
the water. He landed the perfect chip within a
foot of the hole to make the par 3, then smiled
slightly as he playfully clamped his hand on his
chest as if to pretend the sequence gave him
heart trouble.

Tony Finau shot a 4-under 67 to
win the 3M Open by three strokes,
erasing a ﬁve-stroke deﬁcit with 11
holes left as Scott Piercy tumbled out of the lead
down the stretch at windy TPC Twin Cities.

Piercy followed his tournament-record 54-hole
score with a wince-inducing 76 to tie for fourth,
four strokes back.
Finau ﬁnished at 17-under 267. Sungjae Im (68)
and Emiliano Grillo (71) tied for second place.

On the daunting par-5 18th, Finau found the
water oﬀ the tee to face one ﬁnal challenge.
After the penalty stroke, his recovery shots
were spot on. With Piercy looking on from
the fairway, Finau made a 3-footer for bogey
to seal it. He pumped his ﬁst several times,
took oﬀ his cap and walked oﬀ to embrace
his family.
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ON THE ASIAN TOUR

GRACE APPLIES SOUTH AFRICAN PRESSURE WITH PORTLAND WIN
Branden Grace continued the South
African domination in LIV Invitational
Series, winning the Portland tournament by
two shots following the low round of the
tournament – a seven-under par 65.
Birdies on 15th, 16th and 17th holes gave
him a three-shot cushion coming up the
diﬃcult par-4 18th hole of Pumpkin Ridge
Golf Club. However, a solid par ensured his
win at 13-under par and the winning cheque
of $4 million as he ﬁnished two shots of LIV
debutant Carlos Ortiz of Mexico, who sank a
45-footer birdie putt on the ﬁnal hole to reduce
the margin of victory.
The inaugural LIV event in London was won
by Grace’s compatriot Charl Schwartzel.
Grace’s team, the all-South African quartet
Stinger, could not replicate the win at
Centurion Club and ﬁnished second. The
team championship was bagged by the Dustin
Johnson-led 4 Aces GC, which beneﬁted from
a sparkling round of ﬁve-under par 67 by
Patrick Reed.
Reed’s round included a late eagle on the 17th
hole and a birdie on the 18th. A lip-out denied
him a birdie on his closing hole, the ﬁrst of the
course, which could have edged him a shot

ahead of Johnson in solo third place. Both the
Americans, past Masters champions, were tied
third at 9-under par.
Another South African, Justin Harding, was
the best-placed member of the Asian Tour,
tied for the eighth place at two-under par
after being inside the top-5 for most part of
the ﬁnal round. A double bogey on the 15th
followed by a bogey on the 16th saw him slip
late in the round.

“I played a really good round of golf and hit
just two bad shots. And that penalised me
with a double and a bogey. It’s what it is. I am
happy with the way I am playing, but this could
have been so much better,” said Harding, who
ﬁnished second in the 2018 Order of Merit.
Order of Merit leader Sihwan Kim did not have
the best ﬁnal round, but despite a three-over 75,
he ﬁnished on tied 11th place with birdies on
the 17th and 18th holes.

GRATEFUL SNYMAN MADE “BEST DECISION” WITH ASIAN TOUR
Even towards the end of 2021, when
he was winning titles by the dozen on
the Big Easy Tour in almost Tiger Woods-like
fashion, Ian Snyman’s wildest dreams did not
include him rubbing shoulders with his South
African heroes Louis Oosthuizen and Charl
Schwartzel and playing for US$25 million
purses.
So, the ﬁrst feeling he has as he gets ready for
his second LIV Golf Invitational Series event
this week, is of gratitude.
“No, I did not expect all this to happen to me
so quickly, to be honest. My game was ready
for the Asian Tour. But after getting that third
place in the ﬁrst International Series event in
Thailand, I was like, ‘Okay, we can do this.
We can compete’. It’s just been good, solid,
consistent golf,” said the 25-year-old from
Bellville, now ranked 386th in the world.
“And I was telling my parents that everybody
talks about luck in golf. And, the fact that I
played well, in both the International Series,
it’s just luck. It’s a blessing. I don’t know
what else to call that my things aligned so
well that I did well in the right events to get
into these events. I’m just grateful.”
Snyman’s choice of words like ‘lucky’ and
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‘grateful’ seem appropriate. He secured his
card for the 2020 Asian Tour season through
the Qualifying School, and before he could
tee up for any event, the COVID pandemic
hit the globe, shutting down the Asian Tour
for nearly 20 months.
“With travel not possible, the Big Easy tour
was the only place I could go play in South
Africa. I didn’t have any other options.

There was no Tour. I didn’t get in much on
the Sunshine Tour either. I got an invite to
the Sunshine Tour after my third win and
I ﬁnished in ninth place, which was like a
nice boost. It gave me the conﬁdence that
I can do this. And then the Asian Tour was
nice to give me an invite to two tournaments
that kickstarted their schedule late last year,”
said Snyman.

ON THE ASIAN TOUR

MINKYU KIM WINS NATIONAL OPEN AFTER GRIPPING PLAY OFF
In a nail-biting ﬁnish to the Kolon Korea
Open, rising young Korean star Minkyu
Kim defeated his compatriot Mingyu Cho in a
three-hole play-oﬀ at Woo Jeong Hills Country
Club.
Kim, aged 21, holed a 10-foot birdie putt on
the imposing par-ﬁve 18th to ﬁnish the playoﬀ, which was played over holes 16, 17 and
18, on even par, while Cho made bogey to
end one over. It was a stunning turnaround as
Kim started with a par and a bogey verses the
two pars his opponent had made to put him in
control.
It is the ﬁrst time that Kim – who hit global
headlines in 2018 when he claimed the D+D
Real Czech Challenge on the Challenge Tour,
becoming its youngest-ever winner at 17 years,
64 days – has won in Korea and his success
was rewarded with an invite to The Open at
St. Andrews in July. Cho’s consolation prize
is also a place in the elite ﬁeld for the game’s
oldest Major.
Kim began the day three behind the overnight
leaders Cho and Korean Taehoon Ok but
steadily worked his way through the ﬁeld
with a two-under-par 69 to set the clubhouse
lead on four under, which included a bogey

on the last. Korean Hyungjoon Lee, playing
in the penultimate group, look set to surpass
that total and most likely win the tournament
when he was ﬁve under playing 18 but added
to the drama of the day when he ﬁnished with a
double bogey after ﬁnding out of bounds.
Thirty-three-year-old Cho then had a chance to

win the 64th staging of Korea’s national Open
in normal time with a 20-foot birdie putt on 18
but his attempt narrowly missed, and he signed
for a 72 to send the event in over time.
“I can’t believe I have actually won!” said
Kim, who has posted seven top-10s in his last
10 starts

SADOM SERVES UP PERFECT ST ANDREWS FINALE
Inspired by the presence of Thongchai Jaidee behind
the ropes, Sadom Kaewkanjana produced the round
of his life to set the seal on a memorable week at the
150th Open Championship.
With his idol looking on approvingly, 24-year-old Sadom
posted a closing seven-under-par 65 around the fabled Old
Course.
Striding to the scoring hut as Rory McIlroy and Viktor
Hovland prepared to tee-oﬀ, Sadom glanced up at the giant
leaderboard alongside the 18th fairway. He almost had
to pinch himself when he saw he was tied for fourth on
11-under.
“I played very well today. Everything was perfect,” said
Sadom, whose victory in January’s SMBC Singapore Open
propelled him to second place on last season’s Asian Tour
Order of Merit – and secured him his starting spot at the
home of golf this week.
He grasped the opportunity with both hands, announcing
his arrival on the world stage with rounds of 71 and 67. The
disappointment of a third-day 74 served only to motivate
him to ﬁnish strongly. The only blemish on Sadom’s card
was a bogey-ﬁve at 17 where he left himself an awkward
third shot from behind the famous Road Hole bunker and
narrowly failed to get up-and-down.
“I like the course and I just felt very relaxed. All parts of my
game were good, especially my putting, unlike yesterday
when the pin locations made it very diﬃcult.
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ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

MERONK MAKES HISTORY WITH HORIZON IRISH
OPEN WIN
Tournament: Mount Juliet Estate, Thomastown, County Kilkenny, Ireland
Prize Fund: $6,000,000
The 29-year-old led heading into the ﬁnal
round but was required to conjure some back
nine magic to overhaul clubhouse leader
Ryan Fox, who had set the target at 17 under
par following an eight under par 64 to close.

JOHANNESSEN WINS
IN PLAY-OFF TO SECURE
MAIDEN CHALLENGE
TOUR TITLE
Tournament: Italian Challenge Open
Venue: Golf Nazionale, Viterbo, Italy

Meronk, a 2019 European Challenge Tour
graduate, found that magic emphatically as
he birdied the 15th and 16th at Mount Juliet
Estate before rolling in a 24-foot eagle putt
at the par ﬁve 17th to reach 20 under par,
allowing him to enjoy the walk down the 18th
fairway to rapturous applause from the soldout crowd and put the ﬁnishing touches to a
six under 66.

Adrian Meronk became the ﬁrst player
from Poland to win on the DP World
after securing an historic three-stroke
victory at the Horizon Irish Open.

Meronk was not the only man celebrating in
County Kilkenny, as the American 2020 Irish
Open winner John Catlin, Scotland’s David
Law and Paraguay’s Fabrizio Zanotti booked
their places in The 150th Open at St Andrews,
as the leading three players not already exempt,
the trio ﬁnishing in a tie for fourth.

MULLINAX BATTLES BACK TO WIN BARBASOL
CHAMPIONSHIP
Venue: Keene Trace Golf Club, Nicholasville, Kentucky, United States of America
Prize Fund: $3,700,000
Trey Mullinax birdied the
72nd hole to win the Barbasol
Championship by a single stroke at
Keene Trace Golf Club, securing
exemptions on both the DP World Tour
and PGA TOUR.
The American, who started the ﬁnal
round three strokes behind 54-hole
leader Matti Schmid, battled with
playing partner Kevin Streelman down
the stretch as the pair exchanged blows
in glorious sunshine in Kentucky.
They were neck-and-neck on 24 under
par standing on the 18th tee and both found the green with their second strokes, Streelman just inside
Mullinax’s approach. Putting ﬁrst, Mullinax holed his eﬀort from 15 feet for a ﬁnal round 66 and a 25
under par total, leaving his compatriot with a birdie putt to force a sudden death play-oﬀ.
From 11 feet, Streelman pushed his putt, handing Mullinax his ﬁrst PGA TOUR victory on his 106th
start. With his victory, Mullinax also secured the ﬁnal place at The 150th Open at St Andrews as part
of The Open Qualifying Series.
Mark Hubbard carded a seven under par 65 to ﬁnish third on 22 under par, while Germany’s Hurly
Long was the best-placed DP World Tour member one stroke back in fourth place after following his
nine under par 63 from this morning with a one under par 71.
The trio of Ricardo Gouveia, Marcus Helligkilde and Matti Schmid ﬁnished in a share of eighth
on 18 under.
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Kristian Krogh Johannessen secured
his maiden European Challenge Tour
title at the Italian Challenge Open after
defeating Denmark’s Oliver Hundebøll in a
play-oﬀ at Golf Nazionale.The Norwegian
entered the ﬁnal round two shots oﬀ the lead
but posted a bogey-free four under par round
of 67 to move alongside Hundebøll on 11
under par and force a play-oﬀ. Johannessen
made par on the ﬁrst extra hole to defeat
Hundebøll, who made a double-bogey after a
wayward tee shot.Johannessen was delighted
to pick up his ﬁrst Challenge Tour title and
believes a conservative strategy was key
to keeping bogeys oﬀ the card in the fourth
round.
“It feels amazing,” he said. “I’m very pleased
to get my ﬁrst win on the Challenge Tour
and get it done in a play-oﬀ.”I tried to play
sensibly today and not attack all the pins. I
focused on hitting the middle of the greens
because you could easily make bogeys and
double-bogeys out there. I managed to keep
my card clean today which proved to be so
important.”
The 27-year-old remained composed in the
play-oﬀ and believes this victory is a huge
steppingstone to earning DP World Tour
playing privileges in 2023.

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

SCHAUFFELE VICTORIOUS AT GENESIS
SCOTTISH OPEN
Venue: The Renaissance Club, North Berwick, Scotland
Prize Fund: $8,000,000

KIMSEY CLAIMS PLAY-OFF VICTORY
IN FRANCE

Nathan Kimsey won his ﬁrst European Challenge Tour title after
defeating Robin Sciot-Siegrist on the fourth extra hole at the Le
Vaudreuil Golf Challenge.
The Englishman held a one-stroke lead ahead of the ﬁnal round but
a closing one under par round of 71 was only enough to reach SciotSiegrist’s 14 under par target, after the Frenchman had birdied the last in
the penultimate group at Golf PGA France du Vaudreuil.
The duo could not be split during the three extra trips down the par three
tenth, before Kimsey birdied the 11th – the fourth play-oﬀ hole – to
secure a maiden title as Sciot-Siegrist saw his attempt slide by.
Xander Schauﬀele is the 2022 Genesis Scottish Open Champion
after shooting a level-par 70 on a thrilling ﬁnal day at The
Renaissance Club.
The American looked set for a victory march in North Berwick after
stretching his two-shot overnight lead early on, but he was forced to
dig in to post a seven-under total and clinch his ﬁrst Rolex Series title.
The Olympic Champion ﬁnished one shot clear of Kurt Kitayama,
with South Korea’s Joohyung Kim one shot further back, just ahead
of Tommy Fleetwood and Patrick Cantlay in the ﬁrst co-sanctioned
event between the DP World Tour and PGA TOUR.
Kitayama, Jamie Donaldson and Brandon Wu ﬁnished in the top
ten to punch their tickets to next week’s Open Championship at St
Andrews while Connor Syme won the Jock MacVicar Memorial
Trophy awarded to the top Scot.

“It’s amazing, I’m struggling for words right now. I’m over the moon,”
he said.
“I was dealing with the nerves alright but coming down the last few holes
and trying to get it done in real time was tough but weirdly I felt more
comfortable in the play-oﬀ. Going back to amateur golf, I always loved
match play so settling down into that do or die scenario was helpful.
“It’s fantastic to get the win. I feel like I’ve spoilt the party a little bit
because Robin is from a place not far from here so they were all rooting
for him but the fans have been great. They were fantastic for both of us,
clapping and cheering every shot on, so it’s been great to play in front of.
“I’ve had a decent last six or eight weeks, going ok on the Rankings, and
this shoots me up there into a position where top 20 at the end of the year
is a real realistic goal now. Hopefully I can push on and pick up some
more points during the rest of the year.”

ENGLISH DUO BIRDIE EIGHT OF NINE HOLES TO WIN HERO CHALLENGE
Daniel Gavins and Callum Shinkwin
claimed the Hero Challenge title at Al
Hamra Golf Club in Ras Al Khaimah after
the English duo teamed up to card eight birdies
in the nine-hole Texas Scramble event for a
winning eight under total.
The innovative team event was broadcast
on television around the globe as well as on

YouTube and social media, where fans could
watch the stars of the DP World Tour in a more
relaxed atmosphere – chatting regularly to oncourse commentators and with some players
miked up throughout their round.
In a classic better-ball scramble format, birdies
were key and Gavins and Shinkwin looked
unstoppable from the word go, birdieing every

one of the ﬁrst seven holes to storm into the
lead. A par at the eighth brieﬂy stunted their
progress but a four at the par ﬁve 18th hole laid
down the gauntlet early on.
Many teams tried, but none could get within
touching distance of the Englishmen, who
earned a two-stroke victory over the ﬁeld with
an eight under score of 28.
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ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

HAMMER NAILS MAIDEN CHALLENGE TOUR WIN IN AUSTRIA
Marc Hammer birdied the 72nd hole
to post a closing four under par round
of 66 and seal his maiden European
Challenge Tour title at the Euram Bank Open.
The German, who started the ﬁnal round four
behind 54-hole leader Freddy Schott, carded
six birdies and two bogeys to reach ten under
par, two clear of Frenchman Pierre Pineau
who ﬁnished second on eight under at Golf
Club Adamstal Franz Wittmann.
The 23-year-old, who won last week’s
Weihenstephan Open on the Pro Golf Tour,
was delighted to make it back-to-back
professional wins this week in Austria and
also secure full playing privileges on the Road
to Mallorca.
“I’m feeling great,” he said. “I played amazing
and I’m so happy right now. I just won my ﬁrst
tournament as a professional last week on the
Pro Golf Tour and to win the following week
on the Challenge Tour means a lot.”This win
shows me that I am doing the right things and
I am on the right track. I’m so happy because
now I can play Challenge Tour every week
instead of Pro Golf Tour.”I played solid today.
I missed a lot of greens but luckily ﬁgured out
my swing towards the end of my round and to

birdie 18 was the perfect ﬁnish for me.”
Hammer believes a change in putter has been
key to his success over the last couple of weeks
and is looking to continue his impressive form
on home soil at next week’s Big Green Egg
German Challenge powered by VcG.
“My long game has been brilliant the whole
year, but I couldn’t hole any putts,” he said. “I

changed my putter last week and it has made
all the diﬀerence.
“I’m heading straight to Germany for the next
event but hopefully my friend can drive so that
I can celebrate with a couple of beers.”
Schott shared third place with Finland’s Oliver
Lindell, Scotsman Euan Walker and Spaniard
Emilio Cuartero Blanco on seven under par.

REAVIE HOLDS ON TO WIN BARRACUDA CHAMPIONSHIP
Chez Reavie held oﬀ a ﬁnal-day charge
from Alex Noren to win the Barracuda
Championship by a single point at Tahoe
Mountain Club.
The American started the ﬁnal round of the
Modiﬁed Stableford event with a six-point
lead over Scotland’s Martin Laird and was nine
points clear of Noren, a member of Europe’s
2018 Ryder Cup winning side. Noren made a
hot start with birdies on the ﬁrst and second
hole, each worth two points, but a bogey on
the third hole, costing a point, would prove the
diﬀerence on the day.

After nine holes the deﬁcit was reduced to
one as Noren made four birdies in a row from
the sixth hole, moving to 39 points. However,
Reavie, who had held the lead after 36 holes
after scoring a tournament-high 19 points on
Friday, ﬁred back with gains on the eighth and
ninth after a bogey on the fourth to sit on 40
points at the turn.
Both players matched each other on the back
nine, with bogeys on the tenth and birdies on
the 12th and 16th holes as Reavie ﬁnished with
43 points, one ahead of Noren’s 42 to secure his
third PGA TOUR title.

DANISH DELIGHT AS HØJGAARD SEALS SECOND TITLE IN RAS AL KHAIMAH
Nicolai Højgaard sealed his second DP
World Tour title at the Ras Al Khaimah
Championship presented by Phoenix
Capital, emerging from a roller-coaster ﬁnal
day with a four-stroke victory courtesy of
an array of world-class recovery shots at Al
Hamra Golf Club.
The win, which means that Højgaard and his
twin brother Rasmus have earned ﬁve Tour
victories between them before their 21st
birthday, did not come easy for the Dane
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despite having enjoyed a three-shot lead
going into the ﬁnale in the northernmost of the
United Arab Emirates.
The 20-year-old had put on an exhibition of
long iron play all week, and that continued
when he almost holed out for albatross from
the sandy wasteland at the third hole, tapping
in for an eagle.
But as Jordan Smith, a former winner in Ras
Al Khaimah on the Challenge Tour, began to
apply the pressure, Højgaard double-bogeyed

the ninth and dropped another shot at the 12th,
and Smith suddenly held a two-stroke lead.
Højgaard was equal to the challenge, however,
and just as he had done on day three, he
ﬂourished down the ﬁnal stretch. Another
absolutely stunning recovery from the waste
on the 14th earned a second remarkable eagle
of the day and helped him on the way to a
four under 68, a 24 under total and a dominant
triumph which moved him to ninth in the DP
World Tour Rankings.

SENIOR GOLF

CLARKE COMPLETES HISTORIC DOUBLE WITH SENIOR OPEN VICTORY
Tournament: The Senior Open
Presented by Rolex
Venue: The King’s Course,
Gleneagles, Auchterarder
Prize Fund: $2,750,000
arren Clarke secured victory at
Gleneagles to join an illustrious
list of names to win both The Open
Championship and The Senior Open Presented
by Rolex.

D

The Northern Irishman left it late as he birdied the
last for a one under par round of 69 to win on ten
under par, one stroke clear of Pádraig Harrington,
after heavy rain had caused a two-hour delay with
Clarke still having ﬁve holes to play.
The 53-year-old becomes the fourth man to win
both The Open and The Senior Open, placing his
name alongside greats of the game Bob Charles,
Gary Player and Tom Watson, and he led from
the front despite the weather attempting to
hamper his progress.
The 2011 Champion Golfer of the Year carded
nine consecutive pars before dropping his only
shot of the day at the par ﬁve tenth, however he
bounced back with a birdie at the 12th to remain
the man to catch.

The pars continued to roll either side of the rain
delay, before his approach into the par ﬁve 18th
came up just short of the green, leaving him
with an up-and-down for victory. The 14-time
DP World Tour winner opted for the putter and
rolled an excellent eﬀort to two feet, enabling
him to tap in for a memorable victory.

Harrington’s three under par round of 67 was
enough to secure his third runner-up ﬁnish in
Senior Major Championships of the season, in
addition to his U.S. Senior Open triumph, while
six players shared third place on eight under par,
including third round co-leader Paul Broadhurst
and four-time Major winner Ernie Els.

MCCOY AND SAMUEL WIN R&A SENIOR AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIPS
ike McCoy and Terrill Samuel were
crowned winners of the R&A Senior
Amateur and Women’s Senior
Amateur championships at Royal Dornoch.

M

With both championships played concurrently
for the ﬁrst time, McCoy was almost able to
enjoy a lap of honour in the ﬁnal round of the
Senior Amateur.
Samuel also handled the tough conditions at
the renowned venue in the Scottish Highlands
better than her competitors to join McCoy as
Senior Women’s Amateur champion.
Samuel is just the third Canadian winner after
Alison Murdoch in 2007 and Diane Williams
in 1994. McCoy is the second consecutive
Iowa golfer to lift the trophy, following close
friend and fellow Des Moines native Gene
Elliott. The 2021 champion was on hand to
spray his next door neighbour with champagne
when McCoy holed out on the 18th green.
McCoy began the ﬁnal round with a nine-shot
lead, the only player in red ﬁgures on ﬁveunder-par. He extended his lead to 12 shots
after just four holes and was never in any
danger of being overtaken. He had the luxury
of an eight-over 78 in strong cross winds to
post a three-over 283 total and win by seven

shots over fellow American Lee Porter.
“Up until the end I played some of the best
golf of my life in this wind,” said McCoy. “My
round yesterday (one-under 69) was one of the
best of my life.
“I knew I had a big lead and I was maybe

protecting it a bit today. I was patient all week,
which was key.
I probably lost a little bit on the back nine
today but I just kept my chin up. I grinded hard
at the start and when I made the turn after nine
I knew I had a lot (of shots) to work with.”
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Ladies on the Link

ARPICHAYA YUBOL TRIUMPHS IN SCOTLAND
Thailand’s Arpichaya Yubol ﬁred the
lowest round of the ﬁnal day to win the
Trust Golf Links Series at the Musselburgh Golf
Club by ﬁve shots.
This week’s champion started Saturday’s round
one stroke behind the leader before putting on a
show today to card a round of ﬁve-under 67 and
ﬁnish at a total score of ten-under-par.
“I’m really proud of myself because this is my
ﬁrst win in Europe and the golf course was so
hard this week,” admitted the winner.
“We had a rainy day, windy day, and a hot sunny
day so making a lot of birdies overall made me
very conﬁdent for the upcoming events.”
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Yubol opened her ﬁnal round with an early
birdie on the second hole and added one more
birdie and two bogeys on the front nine to make
the turn in 36 shots.
She then started to get away from the rest of
the ﬁeld, making six birdies on the back nine
with two pars and one bogey which came on
the 14th hole.
Coming down the ﬁnal four, the 20-year-old talent
maximised her lead and sealed her ﬁrst European
win with three birdies on 15, 16, and 18.
“I think today was my lucky day because I
could rely on my putting, and I could do it on
every hole.

“I didn’t put a lot of pressure or stress on
myself, just focused on my own game and
smiled if I made any mistakes.”
“I am really looking forward to that week
because I will be playing with famous
golfers from the LPGA Tour, and they are
all superstars. I don’t know how to focus on
myself because I’ll be so excited to see all of
the great players there!” she said.
In a tie for second at -5 were Dutch amateur
Lauren Holmey with a ﬁnal round of twounder 70 and Germany’s Patricia Isabel
Schmidt carding one-under 71.

Ladies on the Link

NORDQVIST KEEPS HER COOL TO CLAIM BIG GREEN EGG OPEN VICTORY
Anna Nordqvist is the 2022 Big
Green Egg Open champion after a
ﬁnal round score of 72 saw the Swede take
a one-shot victory in The Netherlands on
Sunday.
The three-time Major champion warmed up
for next week’s Amundi Evian Championship
in the perfect way at Rosendaelsche Golf
Club, with the win her ﬁrst individual
success on the Ladies European Tour outside
of the Majors.
Having gone into the ﬁnal round with a
slender one shot advantage, Nordqvist had
to hold oﬀ the challenge from a number of
players throughout the day to get her hands
on the trophy.
A birdie on the 17th hole ultimately proved
the diﬀerence for the Swede, who had to
stay patient to seal the win on a tough day
of scoring.
“It feels really good, I’m proud. It was a bit
of a battle out there today, I played really well
in the beginning then lost focus and rhythm
around the turn. But I’m proud of myself for
ﬁghting through the week,” she said.
“The beginning of this week was a bit of a
struggle, then I played so well yesterday in a
bit of a breeze, I’ve done a lot of good things
this week and it’s nice to be back competing
again.”
The Swedish star started the day with a
steady front nine, picking up a shot on the
par-ﬁve fourth, before dropping a shot on the
ninth to make the turn in 36.
Another bogey on the tenth saw things tighten
up at the top, with Nordqvist locked on -6
alongside Vani Kapoor and Sarah Schober,
with a nail-biting ﬁnal stretch in store.
A birdie on the 13th saw the Solheim Cup
star move herself back into the ascendency,
only for a dropped shot to see her fall back
to -6 alongside Schober once again, with
Sophie Witt and Kapoor a shot back with
three to play.
But a birdie on the penultimate hole of the
tournament was to prove the diﬀerence for
the Swede, who warmed up for next week’s
Amundi Evian Championship in the perfect
manner with victory in the Netherlands.
She continued “I knew were tied on -6
around the 13th hole, I made birdie on 13 and
had a great putt on 14. I got unlucky on 15
I found the fairway then it bounced straight
right and I think it found the thickest part of
the golf course just oﬀ the fairway, so that
was unfortunate to make bogey.

“I made a great putt on 16 and I thought it
was in, then I had a great pitch shot on 17 for
birdie. It’s given me a lot conﬁdence heading
into next week.”
A level-par round of 72 was enough for
Schober to secure a career-best ﬁnish on the
LET in second, as she ﬁnished the week on
six-under par.
Three bogeys and three birdies on the front
nine saw the Austrian come out in 36, before
ﬁghting back from another dropped shot on
the tenth with a birdie on 13 to earn herself a
runner-up position.
Kapoor could be understood for having
nerves as she stood on the ﬁrst tee ahead of
Sunday’s play, as she featured in the ﬁnal
group of an LET event for the ﬁrst time, with
none other than three-time Major champion
Nordqvist for company throughout the day.
And it could have been those early jitters
that forced a bogey on the second, before she
earned a shot back with a birdie on the eighth.
Another dropped shot on the 14th saw her
fall a shot back behind the leading pair once
again, with a ﬁnish of T3 the best of her

career, just as it was for Sophie Witt who also
ﬁnished on -5 for the week.
The German also shot the best round of her
ﬂedgling LET career on the ﬁnal day in the
Netherlands, with eight birdies on the card in
a score of 67 (-5), which saw her shoot up the
leaderboard.
“My putting was great today, my irons and
wedges were ﬁne and then I holed the putts.
My wedges were good, my putts were better,
and I kept my drives mainly straight, which
is key to this course because it’s tight,” Witt
said.
“It’s only one hour from my home so I slept
at my house everyday which is a bonus, I
wasn’t feeling great this week so wasn’t sure
if I was going to compete and rest but I think
it is good that I competed here.
“I had no expectations coming into this week,
so I’m glad that I played well.”
Witt and Kapoor shared third spot with
Nuria Iturrioz, who registered three birdies
and three bogeys to go round in level-par on
Sunday, leaving her two shots oﬀ the lead just as she had started the day.
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CIGANDA COMPLETES WIRE-TO-WIRE VICTORY
Carlota Ciganda completed a wireto-wire victory for her sixth LET title
at Club de Golf Terramar on Sunday, despite
losing her overnight lead with eight holes
remaining at the Estrella Damm Ladies Open
presented by Catalunya.
The Spanish star, who had previously won the
event in 2019, held a four stroke advantage
heading into the ﬁnal round and seemed to be
on the cusp of a comfortable victory, but the
ﬁve-time Solheim Cup player said afterwards,
“Winning is never easy,” and she had to dig
deep to hold oﬀ the chasing pack.
Argentinian Magdalena Simmermacher, who
began the day ﬁve shots oﬀ the pace, picked
up shots at the ﬁrst and third holes and then
made a run of four straight birdies from the
eighth through to the 11th to gain the outright
lead after Ciganda double bogeyed the ninth
hole.
However, a three-putt bogey from
Simmermacher on the long 12th hole ended
her rally and from that point, Ciganda fought
for every single shot and cries of “Vamos”
echoed around the course.
Ciganda birdied the 12th and made a great
sand save at the 13th, holing a clutch putt
from 20 feet. Although she lipped out and
made a bogey on 14, she closed out in some
style, with an eagle on 16, a birdie on 17 and
then a bogey on 18 for a ﬁnal round of 70 an a
72-hole total of 270, 18-under-par.
A relieved Ciganda was on cloud nine after
lifting another title on home soil, having also
won the Andalucía Costa del Sol Open de
España in November. She said: “I love playing
here in Spain and winning here is always
special. My family is here and I have lots of
support. There is always extra motivation to
win here and I love it: it’s great.
“Winning is never easy. I started with a birdie
on the ﬁrst hole, bogeyed number two and
then good birdies on the par ﬁves. I just hit a
bad tee shot on nine and that cost me a double.
It was a little shaky and it wasn’t easy but I’m
very happy with how I handled myself. That
eagle on 16 was amazing and then a birdie on
the next one.
“I looked at the leaderboard on 11 and I just
thought, if you do what you need to do, you
are going to be ﬁne. I didn’t look too much,
but I did see on 17 that I was two or three
ahead, so that was nice.”
Scotland’s Laura Beveridge, who ﬁred a 66,
ended two strokes behind for her career best
ﬁnish of second, a week after her tie for fourth
in the Amundi German Masters.
Beveridge said: “I’ve just really enjoyed this
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week from the word go. I’ve had my husband,
Keil, on the bag, and we’ve been working
a lot on rhythm and how I am on the golf
course, trying to be super relaxed. I think
Spain is a perfect place to do that, you know,
have a plate of tapas in the evening and maybe
a glass of wine. I just took it easy this week.

takes time to ﬁnd themselves and how they
are as a pro and it’s just nice being me on the
course. I can show emotion, react how I want
to, I’m quite friendly and chatty on the golf
course and it’s just accepting that that’s the
way I want to play. It’s nice that I can now
perform within myself.”

“My putting has improved and I’m more
comfortable on the golf course. Everyone

Simmermacher and Elin Arvidsson of Sweden
ﬁnished in joint third on 15-under-par.

Ladies on the Link

CHANETTEE WANNASAEN WINS AT RAMSIDE HALL
Thailand’s Chanettee Wannasaen carded a ﬁnal round of levelpar 73 to win the Trust Golf Links Series at Ramside Hall Golf
Club by three shots.
The 18-year-old started her round with a birdie on the ﬁrst hole after
which she added two more and dropped three strokes on the front nine to
make the turn in 37 shots.
The Thai talent had one more bogey on the 11th hole and swiftly erased
that with a birdie on the 12th to ﬁnish the round at even-par and secure
her maiden win in Europe.
“It means a lot to win in Europe and I am very happy with my game.
I felt really conﬁdent today and I knew I could make it,” said the Thai
LPGA member.
The winner, who ﬁred a spectacular second round of nine-under
64 to put her in a comfortable lead clinched an eighth consecutive
win and will aim high at next week’s Trust Golf Links Series at The
Musselburgh Golf Club.
“I am excited to go to Scotland next week and this win gives me a
lot of conﬁdence as I know I can win in Europe and especially in
the windy British conditions. “I am going to celebrate the triumph
tonight with my friends and we will go to the best Thai restaurant in
town. I really cannot wait!”

In outright second place is her compatriot Arpichaya Yubol who
carded the round of the day of ﬁve-under 68 to ﬁnish three shots
back at -8 for the tournament.

BROOKE HENDERSON WINS 2022 AMUNDI EVIAN CHAMPIONSHIP
Brooke Henderson survived a rollercoaster ﬁnal round and birdied the last
hole to win the Amundi Evian Championship
by one shot at 17-under-par at Evian Resort
Golf Club in France.
The 24-year-old from Smiths Falls, Ontario,
entered the ﬁnal round with a two-shot lead
but struggled out of the gates,
dropping a shot at her ﬁrst hole
and then making a four-putt
double bogey on the sixth, to
lose her outright lead.
However, after sinking a
birdie putt on the seventh
hole and then making the turn
in two-over-par, Henderson
fought hard on the back nine
to grind out the win and earn
the ﬁrst prize cheque, worth
$1 million USD.

CANADIAN WINS
SECOND MAJOR
CHAMPIONSHIP
AT EVIAN RESORT
GOLF CLUB IN
FRANCE

She bogeyed 11 but made back-to-back birdies
on 14 and 15 to join the leaders on 16-under-par
and then made a clutch putt from 12 feet below
the hole on the par-5 18th to close it out, coming
home in 34 for a level par round of 71.
“After I sunk that putt, I looked at my sister,
Brittany, and said: did we really do this?,”
commented Henderson, who won her ﬁrst
major at the 2016 KPMG Women’s PGA
Championship and is now in her eighth season
on the LPGA Tour.
“It was deﬁnitely an interesting day and not the
start I wanted, but I stayed patient. I knew going

into the back nine, the saying is that majors are
won on the back nine on Sunday, so I tried to
stay in it and make a few birdies. The birdie on
18 was really nice.
“I didn’t play my best today but I kept trying to
remind myself that I was still in it. I hit some
good shots down the stretch. I’m super excited
to have my second major championship and my
12th win on Tour. We’ll wait and see what the
rest of the season holds.
“I’ve worked a lot with my coach and just
spending time with my mum back home got
me into the right headspace and gave me some
perspective. To have two victories this year is

exciting. It’s just having the right mindset and
I’ll try to keep that moving forward.”
Schubert ﬁnished in solo second on 16-under
after a 68 which included a spectacular back
nine, featuring birdies on the 11th, 12th and
15th holes.
“I had a great caddie who really helped me to
stay calm today,” said the 26-year-old LPGA
Rookie from Oak Ridge, Tennessee. “I had a
game plan and stuck to it today and was able
to just go out and play. I looked at the leader
board and saw that I was two behind and after
that I made an eﬀort not to look, because I
just wanted to focus on my game.”
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PRANAVI KEEPS SEHER AT BAY TO WIN SEASON’S 4TH TITLE ON HERO WPGT
Pranavi Urs moved into cruise mode
just when it was most needed to hole
four birdies in a span of ﬁve holes on the back
nine in the ﬁnal round of the ninth leg of the
Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour at the Bangalore
Golf Club. Her fourth win of the season
extended her lead at the top of the Hero Order
of Merit.
Pranavi shot 2-over 71 with four birdies against
six bogeys and totalled 2-over 209, while Seher
Atwal (71) with one birdie against two bogeys,
aggregated 5-over 212.
The scoring and conditions were tougher this
week as none of the players ﬁnished with an
under-par total and there were only two under
par rounds, one each by Pranavi and Seher in
the tournament.
Starting the ﬁnal round with a three-shot lead
at the Par-69 Bangalore Golf Club course,
Pranavi overcame an early charge from Seher
Atwal over the ﬁrst 10 holes. As Seher lost
momentum, Pranavi came into her own and
raced to victory by three shots despite a bogeybogey ﬁnish.
Seher Atwal was 2-over for the front nine, while
Pranavi was 3-over. That cut the lead by one.
On the tenth, Pranavi bogeyed again, while

Pranavi Urs in action at BGC

Seher birdied the hole for a two-shot swing
which saw the two level with eight holes to go.
Then between the 12th and 16th Pranavi birdied
four times and Seher managed only pars. As
Pranavi bogeyed the last two holes, Seher
dropped a shot on the 18th and Pranavi was
three ahead, as she was at the start of the day,
but by now the trophy and the winner’s cheque
was also hers.
Pranavi, who feels she is fully ﬁt and ready to
go full throttle, won the ﬁrst, fourth and seventh
legs before this week. She was also second
in the ﬁfth and eighth legs. In short, she has
ﬁnished ﬁrst or second in six of the nine legs
held so far.

Pranavi Urs receiving winners cheque from
Mr. AC Suresh Chandra, Captain - BGC

As Seher Atwal ﬁnished second for the second
time in succession, Hitaashee Bakshi, winner of
third and sixth legs, was third. Hitaashee carded
72 for a total of 215.
Sneha Singh, winner of fourth Hero WPGT
title as an amateur, ﬁnished fourth in her
professional debut. She carded the ﬁnal round’s
best score of even par 69 and ﬁnished with a
total of 216.
Oviya Reddi (70) and Gaurika Bishnoi (71)
were tied for ﬁfth and Afshan Fatima (73)
and Nayanika Sanga (76) were tied seventh.
Amateur Jasmine Shekar (72) was ninth as
Gauri Karhade (74) and Ananya Datar (76)
were tied 10th.

SEHER ATWAL WINS IN A DRAMATIC BATTLE
Seher Atwal kept her nerves in control
for a winning birdie on the 18th to win
her ﬁrst title of the season in the 10th leg of the
Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour 2022. Seher was
runner-up in her last two starts.
A dramatic battle unfolded on the ﬁnal day at
the Prestige Golfshire with no less than four
contenders for the title. Seher (72) lost her
overnight lead early on the front nine and Sneha
Singh led at the turn with a 2-under 34 front nine.
Then Nayanika Sanga (70) made a charge to set
the clubhouse target. For Neha Tripathi, the putts
would not fall. She ended with a par on 18th and
an even par 72, though a birdie on the last hole
would have forced a play-oﬀ with Seher, whose
last 10 holes with three birdies and no bogeys
clinched the issue.
Nayanika Sanga, a Gurgaon golfer who turned
18 last month, turned in a ﬁne performance
ﬁnishing with 2-under 70. She ended one short
of Seher and was in a tie for second with Neha
Tripathi (72).
Seher started the ﬁnal day one shot ahead of
Neha, but dropped three shots on the ﬁrst, third
and sixth while Neha had just one bogey on ﬁfth.
At that point Neha was one shot ahead of Seher.
Neha birdied the eighth.
The battle became intense as Seher birdied the
ninth and Neha bogeyed it for a two-shot swing
that brought them level, but both were two
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shots behind the third player in the ﬁnal group,
Sneha Singh. Sneha played a superb front nine
of 2-under 34 with four birdies and two bogeys.
Seher birdied the 11th to go ahead, Neha pulled
level with a birdie on 12th and the duo was level
till they came to the 18th. Seher pulled oﬀ a
birdie, while Neha missed out.
Sneha had a roller-coaster of a ﬁnal day. She
started at 2-under and was going great guns as
she had four birdies against two bogeys to get
to 4-under for the tournament after the ﬁrst
nine. She also moved into the lead ahead of her
playing partners, Seher and Neha.
Sneha faltered thereafter with bogeys on 11th
and 12th and a birdie on 16th brought her back to
3-under and alongside Seher and Neha.
Sneha’s chance ended with a bogey on 17th, and
she parred 18th for a card of 72 with ﬁve birdies
and ﬁve bogeys. She ﬁnished 2-under 214 in
fourth place.
Neha, who held a share of the ﬁrst-round lead,
paid the price of two bogeys on the front nine,
though she did have a birdie too. On the back
nine Neha had just one birdie and ended with a
par on 18th where she needed a birdie to get into
a play-oﬀ with Seher.
Meanwhile, Nayanika who was playing one
group ahead of the lead group, started the day
three shots behind Seher. She birdied the 10th

Seher Atwal in action during final round

and 13th and ﬁnished 15 minutes ahead of the
leaders with another birdie on 18th to set the
clubhouse target at 3-under 213.
When Seher and Neha came to the 18th, they
were at 3-under and tied with Nayanika, who
had ﬁnished. The prospect of a three-way
play-oﬀ loomed large. Seher ended that with
a birdie, while Neha managed only par. That
gave Seher a well-deserved win, while Neha
and Nayanika were tied for second. Sneha had
been pushed to fourth.

INSTRUCTION FROM THE GAME’S TOP PLAYERS AND COACHES
SWING SECRETS H PUTTING H TOUR INSIGHT H STRATEGY H SWING STUDY H WEDGES

TOUR

RECAP
TOMMY FLEETWOOD

MY 5 KEY SWING
SECRETS
The moves I focus on to maximise my
power and accuracy will help you, too

Any swing that delivers the club in a
neutral position through the impact area
is a good one in my book. Over the past
few seasons, I’ve put in a lot of hours on
the practice range to iron out the areas
that, in the past, made me have to fight
hard to get the club square and on the
right plane coming into the ball. When
I was a kid, I used to have a bit of a loopy
draw that could easily get out of control
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if I wasn’t careful. While I still
slightly favour that right-to-left
shape, I’m a much straighter hitter
now and am also comfortable
working the ball the other way.
People often ask me if I lose
distance when I grip down on the
club for a little more control. My
answer is that there’s no real loss of
yardage because the quality of
strike is invariably better.
1. At address, think only of good
posture and alignment

My back isn’t as straight as a
textbook swinger like, say, Adam
Scott but I’m certainly not slouched
at address either. I like to be athletic
and comfortable, without being
too rigid. Not everyone is built the
same so you have to find the
posture that works best for you.
I don’t really think about
anything at set-up – except
alignment, an area I need to
monitor constantly. If your feet,
hips and shoulders are square at
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address, your swing path is likely to
be square, too.
2. Get neutral with your takeaway

I work hard on moving the club
away on a good plane and path,
neither inside or outside the ideal
line. That means quieter hands and
more of a one-piece move for the
first few feet. I turn my left shoulder
under my chin to set the club in
position, but also move my arms
and hands away from my body to
create width.
I like to see the shaft of the club
parallel to the target line when
horizontal to the ground, with the
toe of the clubhead pointing straight
up in the air.

2022

H

THE ARCHIVE

Fleetwood
favours a
draw but is
comfortable
shaping the
ball both
ways.

H
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WEDGES

3. Keep it compact at the top

If I’m totally honest, I never really
think about where the club is at the
top of the backswing. I used to get
across the line when I was younger
and just starting out on Tour, but it’s
in a much better position now. That’s
down to my more balanced takeaway
path. When I’m hitting an iron, I
like my swing to be compact and just
short of parallel at the top. With a
fairway wood like this, the backswing
will be a little longer.
4. Starting your downswing,
hit against the wall

To achieve more stability and, in
turn, deliver more power through
the hitting area, I try to keep my left

‘At impact, I want the club
doing as little as possible
and the hands even less ’

TOUR
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BLOCK OUT
DISTRACTIONS
HOW TO GET A MORE ACCURATE VIEW ON
THOSE TRICKY-TO-READ PUTTS

At many traditional British parkland golf courses, you’ll face a lot
of putts that are difficult to read. The breaks are often very subtle
and seemingly imperceptible to the human eye. How many times
have you looked at a putt from several angles and still struggled to
figure out which way it was going to move? The problem with
reading putts is that your eyes take in a lot of supplementary
information that can affect your decision-making. A row of trees or a distant
hedgerow, water features and even the shaping of the surrounds of the green can
trick your eyes into seeing slopes that don’t exist.
You’ve
probably seen Tour pros crouching down to read
putts with their hands cupped around their face and
over the top of their visor (right). What they’re doing
is ‘zoning’ in on the putt, blocking out everything
beyond the hole from their field of vision. That way,
they have a much clearer view of the true slope and
break. Try it for yourself and
see how blocking out external distractions can
help you better visualise the break, too.
– Stuart Dowsett, Head Pro at Sundridge Park
GC in Kent and coach to several Tour players.

side firm with my left thigh staying
solid. I like to feel like I’m hitting
against a wall. This helps my bottom
half stay square longer before
turning towards the target. I splay
my left foot slightly open to help my
weight move onto my left side
starting down.
People often advise a threequarter swing for control, but
I’m not a big fan. I have to hit it hard
and go all the way through.
5. Keep your right palm down

At impact, I want the club doing as
little as possible and the hands even
less. If I have a thought, it’s keeping
my right palm facing down through
impact. That helps me squeeze the
ball out properly. If the right hand
gets underneath the handle, the ball
is going right unless you compensate.
A fairway wood needs a level impact
that brushes the grass. But with
irons you need to take a divot, a
thing I always check.
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DUSTIN JOHNSON

HOW I DIAL IN MY WEDGES
In 2015, my team and I sat down and evaluated my whole
game. The glaring opportunity for improvement was my
wedges. My Strokes Gained stat was 0.09 – very average
for the PGA Tour. I didn’t really practise my wedge play – and
if I did, it was with little-to-no discipline. Yet my length off
the tee meant I was often in the wedge zone. I grabbed the

opportunity. Within a year, my Strokes Gained stat had
reached 0.35 and I was the US Open Champion. Wedges
are all about distance control. If you can pitch pin-high
but are 10ft out for line, you’ll have a 10ft putt. With my
coach, Claude Harmon, I created a system to improve my
distance control. Let me explain.

DJ’s wedge stats
Model: TaylorMade
Milled Grind 48°, 54°,
60°; Hi-Toe 64°,
Sand Saves (2019):
63.86% (3rd)

HOW I COVER MY
PITCHING YARDAGES
Three backswings, three wedges equals
nine pitching distances
I like to keep things simple, so we decided on mastering the ‘nine
stock distances’ system. Here, you create your nine distances by
making three different swing lengths with three different wedges.
I carry a 48º, 54º and 60º wedge (I also have a 64º, but I only use
it for specialist shots). By honing three swing lengths with each
club – half, three-quarter and full – I can create nine stock shot
distances to call on when needed. Between them, they cover
pretty much every shot between 60 and 150 yards. If I ﬁnd myself
in a gap, I make the shorter swing and just add a little speed
through the ball. From here, it is really just a question of practice
and repetition to train the feels and controlled acceleration that
create consistency of speed at each swing length. There are so
many different ways you can work on this. You can work on a
certain swing length, on a certain distance, on a particular club or
any combination of the three. The key is to stay disciplined,
honing those swing lengths and all the time checking what you
are doing against your nine yardage targets.
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PLAY WITHIN
YOURSELF ON A
TOUGH OPENER
Take a double out of play on a
demanding 1st hole

POINT 1 The ﬁrst hole is always
important, but especially so when
it’s a tough one like Wentworth’s
long par 4 here. You don’t want to
run up a big score so early, so it’s a
good idea to play within yourself.
A four is always a good score but
a ﬁve isn’t a disaster, especially if
you get a shot. Use a strategy to
help you make a bogey at worst.

POINT 2 Hit the tee shot that
leaves you the easiest second
shot. This isn’t always about
hitting it as far as you can off the
tee. This hole is a good example.
Hit it too far and you can end up
on a downslope – not good when
you’re hitting to a raised green. Hit
the ball as far down the hole as
you can while keeping it on a ﬂat
part of the fairway.
POINT 3 For most golfers, any
hole over 400 yards means a long
approach – at least a mid- to long
iron. Aim for the centre of the
green. If you miss, you’re usually
better off on the opposite side to
the pin as it gives you more green
to work with.

FIVE-MINUTE LESSON
PABLO LARRAZABAL

– By Robert Karlsson,
11-time European Tour winner

The 36-year-old Spaniard reveals three of the key secrets to his enviable short game.

GW How did you develop such a sharp short game?
PL: Competitive practice growing up. I got good at chipping fast when I was a kid because
there were many good players at my club and we spent a lot of time at the chipping area. I lost
lots of money! Being competitive in practice will make you better under pressure.

3

GW How do you visualise the shot you need to hit?
PL: Creativity is key. You have to create shots and see the ball rolling or pitching and stopping
the way you want. It’s all about seeing it. You can play the same shot with three or four
different clubs, so you have to feel what you’re most conﬁdent with.

2

GW How aggressive are you with your shot selection and expectations around the green?
PL: I think about the percentage for success with each of the clubs I could use and that tells
me what to do – high or low, release or spinny, sand wedge or 9-iron. Go with the shot that
gives the highest percentage. It can be better to leave a 12-foot putt than risk too much.
1

GW Some of that must be gut instinct?
PL: Chipping is all about sensation and what you feel in that moment. Sometimes you arrive at
a tough shot and you go for it because you instantly feel it and you’re conﬁdent. When you
feel good, you have more percentage of doing it right. Trust your gut instinct.
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SWING STUDY: DANNY WILLETT

MAJOR POSTURAL CHANGES HAVE LEAD TO A MORE DYNAMIC GOLF SWING
It is generally not considered a smart move to overhaul your golf
swing after winning a major championship but in Danny Willett’s
case, he had little choice. Writing on the European Tour’s website
in 2017, Willett admitted he’d been suffering with severe back
issues. “I’d be taking painkillers in the morning after waking up in
pain, getting an hour of physio before each round, playing the

round with a swing that hurt, then needing an hour of physio after
the round. I was just knackered.” In 2017, Willett took the decision
to change coaches, switching from Pete Cowen, with whom he
had worked for almost a decade, to Sean Foley. Two years on,
Willett has validated his decision with victories at the 2018 DP
World Championship and the BMW PGA Championship.

ADDRESS

TAKEAWAY

AT THE TOP

DELIVERY

The biggest set-up change
Willett has made is creating
more spine angle and
adding more knee ﬂex with
the goal of setting his weight
more towards the mid-part
of his feet instead of forward
towards his toes.

In the past, Willett’s arms
hung almost vertically from
his shoulders. Now they’re a
little more extended from
the ball. As a result, he has a
more stable base and is able
to reduce the “up-anddown” nature of his swing.

Willett’s ‘old’ swing was
very upright with limited hip
turn. The action placed a lot
of pressure on his back during
the swing. His shoulder and
arm plane are now a little
ﬂatter – the result of the
address tweaks.

Willett has struggled with hip
mobility issues since he was
involved in a car accident
many years ago. Having said
that, he has been adding
more pelvis and hip rotation
into his downswing in order to
shallow out his plane.
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STATS AT A GLANCE

MASTER YOUR WEDGES

PUTTS PER GIR: 1.67 (1st)

GET SPIETH-STYLE SPIN

PUTTS PER ROUND: 28 (4th)
STROKE AVERAGE: 70.2 (27)

HOW TO MASTER THAT DREAMY
ONE-STOP-HOP-AND-GLIDE PITCH SHOT

DRIVING DIST: 302 yards (49)
GREENS IN REG %: 68.98 (62nd)

DRIVING ACC: 52.4% (170th)

“The one-stop-and-hop pitch is probably the most difficult to execute but it’s one
of my favourites, especially when I’m playing a links course. It will help you set up
more birdie chances on par 5s and shorter par 4s. Whenever I’m faced with a half
pitch to a tight pin and/or a super-fast green, this is my go-to shot because it’s the
easiest to control the distance. The problem is that it goes against convention and
how you might expect to play it. But if you can ﬁght your natural instincts, you’ll
breathe new life into your short game and approach those awkward, in-between
shots with conﬁdence.”

STEP 1
“Using your highest loft wedge in the bag – mine is 60° – take a fairly narrow
stance, play the ball in the centre, and stand square to the target with your weight
forward and the clubface slightly open. This will automatically promote a
descending angle of attack – the key to generating lots of backspin.”

STEP 2
“Make a half swing by hingeing your wrists to the max and then unwind
by feeling like you’re cutting low and across the ball – almost as though
you’re mimicking a cut shot. To maximise spin, keep the clubhead low to
the ground for as long as possible after impact.”

Bow Your Wrist

IMPACT
Willett says the swing changes
have paid large dividends with
his driver. Previously, his attack
angle was -2 degrees. Now it is
+3, which shows he is hitting up
on the ball through impact –
a key for longer carries and
more distance.

Swing sequence photography by Mark Newcombe, Visions In Golf

COLD

LEARN

For a lower
trajectory and
even more zip,
finish with your
left wrist pointing
at the target.

Take A Divot
Speed is crucial.
Be aggressive,
accelerate into
impact and really
‘squeeze’ that
ball into the turf.
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WHAT A PILGRIMAGE TO

KAILASH REALLY MEANS
Sadhguru: This is not a tour. This is not an
adventure trek. This is a pilgrimage. If you are a
trekker, you wear the mountain path a little more
than it already is. If you are a pilgrim, you do
not go there to wear the mountain path – you go
there to wear yourself down. In some way, you
must become less than who you think you are.
Only then, there is a pilgrimage. Otherwise, it
is a silly trek, because this is not much of a trek
anyway.
If you want to be a pilgrim, not a tourist, one
thing is you must control your cellphone use. If
you wanted to see Kailash on your cellphone,
I would have sent you a picture. Why should
you come all the way to take a picture? We will
send you one hundred spectacular images of
Manasarovar and Kailash, taken with the best
cameras, by the best photographers. I do not
want you to pull out your silly cellphone and
keep shooting Kailash. That is not the way of a
pilgrim. You come to Kailash for transformation,
not for accumulation.

Leave the Bucket List
You know, people have bucket lists. They think
they have to do a few more stupid things before
they die. They must go to Antarctica; they must
see Taj Mahal; they must go on a safari in Africa;
they must go to Vegas without their family, and
they must go to Kailash with Sadhguru.
We are not taking the trouble and the risk of
bringing you here to fulﬁll your bucket list. I
have seen how just one moment with Kailash
has transformed thousands of people, right in
front of my eyes. That is why you are here. Keep
your cellphone turned oﬀ. There is no need to
talk to your husband, your wife, or your business
every few minutes – they are glad you are gone.
Please allow them some freedom.
For over twelve thousand years, devotees have
been coming from India to Kailash. Today, you
are all coming by bus. Imagine how one, two,
or three thousand years ago, someone from
Tamil Nadu decided to go to Kailash – Tamil
men who did not know anything below thirty
degrees Celsius. In Chennai, if the temperature
drops to twenty-ﬁve degrees, everyone is
wearing earmuﬀs! These people walked all the
way to Kailash. No down jackets, no equipment
– barefoot, maybe with a woolen rug at the
most. Imagine the journey – 3600 miles, across
the Himalayas, not knowing the terrain, not
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knowing whether they will ever come back or
not. I want you to understand the spirit behind it.
What kind of people would make this journey?
It is not for the sake of making a living, not to
do business, not to earn money, not to conquer
land – just to earn Grace.

Aspiring to Transform
Today, you ﬂy in and drive. I have seen people
coming to the spectacular Manasarovar, from
where you can see the south face of Kailash,
and they were all sleeping on the bus! It was

not one of our groups, fortunately. Such people
are unﬁt to be pilgrims. This is a crime. If you
come to Kailash and you go up and down the
mountain like the mules and the yaks, what is
the point? You must show some sign of being
human. Being human means there is a longing
to transform. Only a human being is capable of
aspiring to transform. That is why these places
of Grace became so popular, and for thousands
of years, people have been coming, in spite of all
the diﬃculties.
When I came to Kailash for the ﬁrst time,

Feature
eleven years ago, it was a diﬀerent situation.
Even just six or seven years ago, there were
no roads here. Just to drive and ﬁnd our own
way was a completely diﬀerent thing. It was an
adventurous drive – one of the most fabulous
drives you could have.
But now that is gone. Now you are going on
the highway by bus. Just because it has become
comfortable, you should not miss the point. If
people took so much eﬀort, thousands of years
ago, obviously, it was that worthwhile. Today,
it is easy for you. Comfort should not make
you constipated in the head. You must make
use of the comfort. You do not have to worry
about physical aspects – now you can focus on
what you need to do. We will give you a simple
process to make use of as you go up. Every
step, every breath, you must use it. This is not
the time for social gatherings. Three days, just
you and Kailash. If you are like this, I will walk
every step of this journey with you.
If you are a tourist, I have nothing to do with
you. I am also getting old; I am getting a little
impatient with idiots. This is a new phenomenon
with Sadhguru. Sadhguru has been meeting
every kind of idiot with enormous patience. But
I am putting my patience on hold from now on.
Only the deserving – otherwise, let them ﬁnd
their way on their own. Too much time is simply
being wasted on stupid things.
I want you to make use of these three days.
There is only one thing – you and Kailash. My
reputation is that I have brought the maximum
number of people to Kailash. This year, ﬁfteen
percent of pilgrims going to Kailash are from
Isha, and everyone will come back. I will not let
you die. But you must go like you want to die
into Kailash; nothing else matters. Then things
will happen for you.

A Profound Experience
Many people who came with us have shared
that what happened to them in those three days
at Kailash was most incredible. It is my wish and
my blessing that you experience this. You may
not be able to decipher Kailash. But no one can
miss the power of what it is. If you go with a little
openness, with the necessary attention, without
conclusions, you cannot come untouched. You
will be profoundly touched.
And after you come back, this much you must
do: every day in the morning, before you start
your day, just close your eyes and whichever
way you saw Kailash, without looking at a
picture, bring the image back in your mind for

three minutes. There will be a diﬀerent level
of power to your existence. The only thing that
ultimately matters for a human being is the
profoundness of your experience.
Anything that anyone is pursuing in the world –
whether someone is going to the bar and getting
drunk, or going to the temple, or meditating,
or using drugs, or getting married, or making
money, or going to Kailash – it is because you
want to enhance your life. Drunkard or pilgrim,
both are trying to enhance their lives. The
question is only will it work or not. If you do the
right thing, it works. If you do not do the right
thing, it does not work. That is all. But everyone
wants to enhance their lives.
This pilgrimage to Kailash is a profound
opportunity to come back in an enhanced way.
Enhancement does not mean accumulation.
When I came here for the ﬁrst time with a group
of Tamil people, the ﬁrst thing they started doing
was gathering small stones at Kailash, because
they want take it back to Tamil Nadu, piece by
piece.
If you want, you can collect water but do not
pick up pebbles and stones. If you do this, in
a hundred years’ time, Kailash will be spread
all over Tamil Nadu. A pilgrimage is not about
gathering things. You can gather money, wealth,
knowledge or relationships, but your life will not
be enhanced. Whatever you gather is relevant
only when you are in a social situation.
Let us say you have a PhD. What is the PhD
worth when you are walking alone in these
mountains? Or let us say you have one hundred
kilograms of gold at home. When you are lost
in the mountains, what is the meaning of all
that gold? If you have to die tomorrow, the only
thing that matters is how enhanced and profound
your life is.

all you have. The rest is all your illusion. This
is all you have: you are alive. How alive, how
brilliantly alive, how profoundly alive, that is all
there is.

Seeking the Divine
This is what Shiva means. When Shiva told the
Sapta Rishis to go to distant lands and spread
the message, before they were leaving, they
asked him, “Suppose we are in diﬃculty, will
you be there for us?” Shiva looked at them
incredulously and said, “If you are in diﬃculty,
I will sleep.” So, he will not lift a little ﬁnger
for you.
Then why should you go to Kailash? If you are
looking for gifts, you must go to a shopping
mall; there will be some discount sale. What
no one else wants will be available for you at
ﬁfty percent; you can get that. But if you want
this life to be enhanced in such a way that just
sitting here is a full-ﬂedged experience of life,
nothing else needs to happen. If you just sit
here, this life will be super enhanced. If you
want to know the power of existing like that,
then you seek Shiva. If you are going there
to ask, “Will my daughter get a medical seat,
Shiva,” don’t expect any help for her.
Do not seek the Divine to get a salary increase.
Those things must happen with the four limbs
and a few brain cells that you have. You must
take care of these things with your body and
your brains – that is why they have been given
to you. Do not seek the Divine to get a little
more money, a little more of something else.
Seek the Divine only because you want to be

You must not forget that you are mortal. When
I use the word “mortality,” do not think only of
dying people. You and I will die. I will bless you
with a long life, but you will die. Suppose today
is that day, what is it that you would want for
your life? Initially, you may think of this and
that, but if you really let it sink in that you are
going to die, the only thing that will matter is
how profound your life has been.
This is a fantastic opportunity to enhance the
profoundness of who you are. Pilgrimage
is about that. Pilgrimage is not about taking
pictures. Pilgrimage is not about collecting
rocks. Pilgrimage is not about telling other
people how you went to Kailash. This is about
enhancing this life that you are, because that is

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU
IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING
AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD,
ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

much more than who you are right now.
If you want something more to enter, there must
be some space. If you are too full of yourself,
what is the point? By the time you reach
Kailash, you should not even know who you
are. Your money, your education, your family
– leave all that in the little town before you go
to Kailash. You must simply go there as life.
If you go there as life, I promise you, you will
come back in such a way that if people look at
you, they will want to touch your feet. Please
make it happen for yourself.
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Interview

A ROUND WITH

RAGHAV RAO
CEO, Strelitzia Consulting, India

Surrounded by golfing bosses and
subordinates, sitting in an office
overlooking the KGA in Bangalore
there was no way he could have
avoided being drawn to Golf.
Raghav Rao spent his formative
years in Delhi completing his
schooling and accounting degree
he moved to Mumbai starting
his career with a leading Global
Investment Bank. He then moved
to Bangalore and finally back to
Mumbai with Golf as an addition
to his resume!
Irrespective of how the bug bit
Raghav he is hooked to the game
and manages to put in three
rounds every week in spite of a
hectic schedule!
GP: Tell us about your first brush with the
game and the early years?
First brush was at Bangalore. My oﬃce as well
home was adjacent to KGA. Kept watching.
My bosses were regulars. My team member
Dayamay Tiwari pushed me and I started
training with Tarun Sardesai. He held me at
driving range for 6 months almost. He also got
me my ﬁrst set - Maxﬂi.

GP: What inspires you at work and your
biggest strength?
At work, I’m very focused on outcomes, highly
organised, I take my team along, open to ideas
and client centricity is in heart of what I do.
The self-discipline and the enthusiasm and
openness to better yourself with every game are
the principles that I imbibe in my workplace also.

Anna Nordqvist aims to defend her AIG Women’s Open title when
the championship is played at Muirfield from 4-7 August
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QUICK BYTES
GP: Who forms your regular fourballs?
I like to play with many golfers but the usual bunch
are Kaushik Shaparia, Sandeep Batra, Kunj Bansal
and Raghvendra Nath
GP: Favourite golf course – in India & abroad?
Many and Probably I will not do justice by naming
few. Domestic: Kalhaar Blues and Greens,
Prestige Golfshire, Oxford, Aamby Valley, HGA,
KGA, ITC and of course my home course BPGC
Aboard: TPC Sawgrass, Boulders Phoenix,
Saadiya Beach Abu Dhabi
GP: Your thoughts on doing business on the
golf course?
Best place. Dedicated conversation, enough time to
ponder and deliberate on options, quite enough to
make calls in between and list of benefits is long

GP: Playing golf helps business acumen.
Your comments?
Big time. The leaders are usually accustomed
to obedience in organisation. Diversity in ideas
is also something that manifests as culture only
if the leader is receptive to it. In golf the small
ball has a mind of its own and does as it seems
right. The text books/ videos provide enough
training for a perfect swing, the gadgets provide
all the management information but the strategy
and execution to get the desired results is on to
oneself to implement. There is no one to blame.
Implementing these learning’s at work does
induce business and commercial beneﬁts.

GP: On the business front, what’s your
view for business post Covid-19?
Covid19 is a game changer, an enabler and
constructive disrupter as far as business is
concerned. There are new ways of doing business,
connect eﬀectively with clients, customers, staﬀ
and vendor partners. The agile way of working,
the work life balance without ignoring any
of the two aspects is a huge learning. Work is
worship only if one has good health has taken
prominence.

GP: Your secret for ‘perfect’ golf?
Perfect Golf is about game, weather, Course, putting
learning into practice, exercise and last not the least
the company. You have fun, banter, competition
and equally disappointment, arguments, lessons
learnt, and deep sense of accomplishment. This
experience is so enthralling that we end up at golf
game, again and again come rains, come heat or
freezing cold.

GP: Do you use any golf apps or any golf
gadgets to improve your game?
Hole 19, Garmin watch
GP: Describe your most memorable experience
on the course?
Post wave 1 covid lockdown, had an opportunity
to play multiple rounds at Bangalore with current
and ex colleagues. One round at Eagleton was
washout. Nothing worked that day. Next day at
Clover Greens, I had hole in one on 9th hole and
eagle on 12th. It is said, Odds of making hole in
one is 13000 to one and double eagle are 6 million
to 1. Incidentally, I have total 4 hole in ones to my
name. Rest three are on my home course
GP: The most scenic course you have ever
played?
Most scenic has to be Kalhaar Blues and Greens,
Ooty Golf Course is also very scenic while it could
be better maintained
GP: Lowest handicap you have had?
I’m playing to 14 presently.
GP: What is your favourite sport other than
golf?
Squash
GP: Favourite major event that you follow?
PGA but now want to follow Liv Golf League though
no coverage as of now
GP: What is your favourite holiday destination?
Hills with snow clad mountains
GP: What is your favourite dish at your home
course? - Chilla
GP: Favourite 19th hole drink?
Fresh lime

AIG WOMEN’S OPEN FIELD HIGHLIGHTS BREADTH OF TALENT ACROSS WOMEN’S GOLF
he AIG Women’s Open, the ﬁnal
major in the 2022 global golf
calendar, will welcome the world’s
best women golfers to Muirﬁeld from
4-7 August where a cast of past and potential
champions will grace the fairways.
Anna Nordqvist, the defending champion,
is one of the most successful players of her
generation with 13 professional victories, her
most recent coming on the Ladies European
Tour this month. Nordqvist has also notably
chalked up three major wins and in the Solheim
Cup is one of Europe’s leading points-scorers
of all time.
The Swede’s amateur career was just as successful
and alongside England’s Georgia Hall is one of
only two golfers to have won the R&A Girls’
Amateur Championship, Women’s Amateur
Championship and AIG Women’s Open.
Reﬂecting on her victory last year, Nordqvist
said, “As a European, the AIG Women’s Open is
a major that means a lot to me. It was also an
extremely special win because it was so close to
where my friends and family live, so I felt very
much at home. The support I had from the crowd
was unbelievable and I hope it is just as warm this
year at Muirﬁeld when I try to defend my title.”

T

Anna Nordqvist aims to defend her AIG Women’s Open title when
the championship is played at Muirfield from 4-7 August

Nordqvist is one of 11 past champions in the AIG
Women’s Open ﬁeld at Muirﬁeld, including:
• 2021 - Anna Nordqvist (SWE, Age: 35,
WWGR: 22)
• 2020 - Sophia Popov (GER, 29, 81)
• 2019 - Hinako Shibuno (JPN, 23, 40)
• 2018 - Georgia Hall (ENG, 26, 28)
• 2017 - In-Kyung Kim (KOR, 34, 273)
• 2016 - Ariya Jutanugarn (THA, 26, 48)
• 2015 - Inbee Park (KOR, 34, 13)

• 2014 - Mo Martin (USA, 39, 459)
• 2013 - Stacy Lewis (USA, 37, 75)
• 2009 - Catriona Matthew (SCO, 52, 557)
• 1986 - Laura Davies (ENG, 58, 524)
These champions have provided inspiration
to generations of female golfers including the
prodigious talent that now tops the Women’s
World Golf Rankings. Of the 18 players from
the top 20 who are teeing up at Muirﬁeld, 14 are
already major champions.

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND TRIUMPH IN THE ST ANDREWS TROPHY

reat Britain and Ireland claimed
success in the St Andrews Trophy,
earning a 14.5–10.5 victory over the
Continent of Europe after two hardfought days in Slovakia.
Having opened up an 8–4 lead at Penati Golf
Resort thanks to a number of crucial wins on
the 18th hole on day one, GB&I built on their
advantage after three further foursomes triumphs.
The Continent of Europe launched a valiant
singles comeback in the ﬁnal session, winning
ﬁve matches, but it was Scotsman Calum Scott
who sealed success for the visitors who were
led by non-playing captain Stuart Wilson from
Forfar.
Irishman Mark Power won three-and-a-half
points from a possible four while the English
duo of Sam Bairstow and Barclay Brown – who
both competed in The 150th Open in St Andrews
last week - also secured three and two-and-half
points respectively.
England’s Arron Edwards-Hill claimed threeand-a-half points too, winning the closing
singles match against Laurenz Schiergen
from Germany, while teenager Scott was
unbeaten as he won three points – including
the clinching 4&3 victory over Maximilian

G

Steinlechner from Austria.
With a four-point deﬁcit overnight, Continent of
Europe captain Yves Hofstetter, a former Swiss
international team player, had vowed to attack in
the foursomes.
However, in the hot conditions, more tight
matches again went the way of GB&I with
Bairstow and Irishman Matthew McClean
claiming the most notable. The duo triumphed
on the last for a one-hole success against Pietro
Bovari from Italy and Portugal’s Daniel Da
Costa Rodrigues.
Brown, who was wearing his distinctive bucket
hat along with other members of the team, also
gelled with Power in a two-hole victory over
German duo Schiergen and Anton Albers.
With GB&I now six points ahead, the Continent
of Europe did dig deep to reply in the singles.
Sweden’s David Lundgren saw oﬀ Bairstow by
two holes, Da Costa Rodrigues also defeated
Brown by the same margin and Bovari beat
McClean 3&2. There was also a halved opening
match between Frenchman Martin Couvra and
John Gough from England.
Power, Scott and Edwards-Hill all replied with
victories - Power by 6&4 against Adam Wallin
from Sweden - while there were consolation

wins for Albers and Luis Masaveu Roncal.
It was the ﬁrst time the St Andrews Trophy
has been staged since the Continent of Europe
triumphed 15.5–9.5 at Linna Golf in Finland in
2018. The 2020 contest was cancelled due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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PLAYER BLOG
American golf star Billy Horschel
enjoyed what every golf father
dreams about after his three
young children and wife ran
onto the 18th green at Muirfield
Village to celebrate his workmanlike four-shot victory at the
Memorial Tournament presented
by Workday, an event hosted by
legend Jack Nicklaus. His seventh
PGA TOUR victory also puts him
in the right frame of mind ahead
of the U.S. Open, the year’s third
major, at The Country Club in
Brookline, Massachusetts which
starts on June 16.

I

t’s sort of a running joke in our family that
my wife and my kids have never been at a
victory. My wife, Brittany has never wanted
to ﬂy in on a Saturday night when I’ve had a
chance to win, so she feels like she may be
bringing bad luck or something. I had a chance
to win Bay Hill this year and my family was
there. They were right on the 18th green and as
I was walking up, I had a chance to make a putt
to get into a playoﬀ with Scottie Scheﬄer but
missed the chance.
I’ve always wanted that one moment where
my family runs out, the kids run out, that I can
always look back for many years to come and
they can look back at for their entire life of being
on the green and congratulating their father for
a victory. So it’s special to have that video and
those photos for the rest of our lives with my
win at the Memorial Tournament presented by
Workday.
Any win is special out here. Yes, it’s tough to win
on the PGA TOUR and I’ve said for many years
that I probably watch more golf than any PGA
TOUR player on TV. Maybe it’s a good thing or
maybe it’s a bad thing, but I’ve watched Tiger
Woods and how he closes out events. I wasn’t
born yet in Jack Nicklaus’s heyday but I have
watched old footage and you see how he plotted
his way around the golf course. He would take
a lead and made sure he was never
giving up shots back to the guys.
I have a very good understanding of
how to win golf tournaments. Have
I put myself there a lot? The answer
is no, but I think my record is pretty
good when I do have a chance to win
and closing out events. You realize
the value of par which means a lot
on a Sunday, especially when you’re
around the lead or leading a golf
tournament.
I’m a guy who loves grinding it out. I
am a guy who doesn’t mind if it’s not
pretty as long as I get the ball in the
hole with the least amount of shots
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... that’s all that matters. During the ﬁnal round
at the Memorial, I started oﬀ feeling very good
about my swing, and I just ﬁgured out a way to
get the ball in the hole as quickly as we can. And
I feel like I do that very well.
It’ll be an oﬀ week now before I head up to
the U.S. Open. Obviously my major record is
pretty abysmal but I feel very conﬁdent with
what we’ve done over the last two years. Results
don’t always show and going into this U.S.
Open, understanding you have to drive the ball
really well, that’s one thing I am doing very well
these days. You also have to make putts and I’m
a really good putter inside of 10 feet. These are
two things that are crucial at a U.S. Open, and I
think I check the boxes oﬀ with that.
I’ve always felt like U.S. Open venues and the
way they set them up favours me very well. I
know my only top-10 in a major is in a U.S.
Open, so hopefully I get to change that very
soon. You’ve got to have very good control of
your iron play into greens when they get very
ﬁrm and very fast and laying them exactly where
you’re trying to get on the green to stay on the
green, but also have a legitimate chance of
making a birdie.
At this point, I’m very comfortable with where
my game’s at. I’m a perfectionist and I’m going
to take the week oﬀ and ﬂy up Sunday morning
and check out Brookline for the ﬁrst time. I
haven’t been there before although I watched it in
1999 when the U.S. won the Ryder Cup. My wife
did play in a member-guest there last year, so she
has more insight on the golf course than I do!
Speaking of the Ryder Cup, I don’t really focus
on the Ryder Cup or Presidents Cup points list.
I’ve always felt if I can take care of my own
business, then I’ll have a chance of making a
team whether it’s on points or being a captain’s
pick. For the last decade-plus, I’ve been close
to making a Ryder Cup or Presidents Cup team.
I just haven’t played very well in the last few
months leading up to the selection of the team
and I know there’s a long ways to go before the

By Billy Horschel
selections take place for the Presidents Cup at
Quail Hollow this September.
I’m just going to go out there, and try to play
really good golf. Hopefully if I play good golf
everything falls in line. That’s always been my
mentality and my focus. What it does for my
conﬁdence, it shows what we’re doing at home
and what we’re doing on a weekly basis, we’re
doing the right things.
I’ve said this for many years now: You work hard
at the game and you try to do the right things
and sometimes the results don’t always come to
fruition right away. It takes a little bit of time and
some guys, they’re not seeing the results right
away. They change, they change teachers, what
they’re doing and give up on the process. I’m not
like that. I believe in the process that my team
and I have put in place.
I believe we prep better than anyone on a weekly
basis. However, that doesn’t mean we’re going
to always play well on a weekly basis, it just
gives us a better opportunity to succeed. And so
this latest win, I feel like it’s been a long time
coming. It’s nice to see the results for myself, and
it’s nice to ﬁnally see the results for my teacher,
Todd Anderson, who has been with me since
2008. He works his butt oﬀ. And he’s always
trying to get better like me.
My caddie, Fooch (Mark Fulcher) joined the
team pretty much a year ago last year. And
everyone from my trainer and physio, we’re
always working hard. I do probably work my
team pretty hard too as I’m a hard worker myself.
Sometimes they get a little tired because I want
to just keep pushing and keep going forward. The
great thing is they all understand it’s all for the
betterment of the team and hopefully gives us
the best chance to be victorious. And it’s great
to have three wins in roughly the last 15 months
(2021 WGC-Dell Technologies Match Play and
2021 BMW PGA Championship in Wentworth).
Fooch is one of the best caddies, if not the
best caddie in the business, in my opinion.
He’s been doing it for 30 years and he’s had
some unbelievable players. He brings a level
of experience. He’s seen what the best players,
whether it be LPGA or the PGA TOUR have done
to be successful and he brings that extra little bit
of added knowledge. He brings that comfort to
me on the golf course that we’re always going
to make sure we’re trying to do the right things.
And I think I’ve always said I needed a caddie
who is really thick-skinned and has a great
sense of humour because I like to bust chops
he does the same thing, gives it back to me. So
Fooch has been a tremendous asset. He was that
missing puzzle piece for the team and I felt that
we needed. And it just goes to show you how
important he’s been to have the victories we’ve
had in the last 15 months.
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By Tony Finau

Tony Finau claimed his third PGA
TOUR victory in the span of 12
months after securing back-to-back
titles at the 3M Open and Rocket
Mortgage Classic. The long-hitting
American, now up to No. 7 in the
FedExCup Standings, also secured a
second Presidents Cup appearance
next month at Quail Hollow Club.

Images Courtesy : GettyImages
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hat a wonderful couple of weeks
it’s been. To capitalize and win the
way I did the last two weeks, it was
pretty tight there going down the stretch and I
was able to pull away with some birdies. I said
during the broadcast interview after I won the
3M Open that for some reason I kind of had a
sour taste in my mouth as I bogeyed the 18th,
and I think it just gave me extra motivation to
put myself in there again and prove to myself
the kind of champion that I am, and being able
to make birdies down the stretch when you
really need them.
So that’s all I tried to do. When I got to the
14th tee, my goal was to birdie 14 and 17 and
if I could do that, I knew I was going to win
the tournament. I was just proud of the way I
ﬁnished. Wins are so special out here because
they’re so rare. I think I’m going to really
be able to soak these up when I’m home. It
hasn’t hit me yet, the magnitude of what I’ve
accomplished. It’s special winning on the PGA
TOUR, where the best players in the world
are. It doesn’t matter what tournament, you
just have to play well and earn the victory. To
have earned these last two is very satisfying.
It’s funny, we talk about goals. I write down
my goals before the start of every season and
I was able to peek at them the night before the
ﬁnal round in Detroit. One of my goals was to
be a multiple winner on the PGA TOUR this
season, and to be able to accomplish that is
amazing. Another goal is to win the FedExCup
and I have now put myself in position to do
that. Scottie Scheﬄer is going to be extremely
hard to catch, and there are guys like Sam
Burns who have had unbelievable seasons
and I think Cameron Smith is up there as well.
Those guys will be tough to catch, but the way
the points work in the Playoﬀs, you’re able to
race up that ladder pretty fast. At least I have
now given myself a chance to do that. I think
I’ve said it many times before that a week can
change your life. I guess when you look at
mine, back-to-back weeks have changed my
life and it’s a great feeling.
I’ve endured a lot of the tough losses in the
past where I’ve put myself in situations to win
but wasn’t able to do so. However, I’m very

optimistic. I’ve always been that way. I’ve
always had hope and faith that things will turn
out if I keep working hard and putting myself
there. And that’s the thing, I challenge myself
every week to push past what I feel like I’m
capable of. By that, I mean just my emotions.
You know, these hurdles that you face during
a tournament, you try and put yourself in
uncomfortable situations and I proved to
myself these last couple weeks that I’ve done
that and won some golf tournaments. I’m
proud of the way I fought through adversity.
They say a winner is just a loser that just kept
on trying, and that’s me to a ‘T.’ How many
times do I lose? One thing I won’t do is give
up, and I’m only here as a winner because I
chose not to give up and to keep going.
These last couple weeks I’ve been able to put
myself in similar situations as in the past, but
my game is now sharper, I’m stronger and
I’m just a better player to be able to seal the
deal and take control of golf tournaments. You
have to earn all of them out here, and that’s
something I’ve learned. Guys are rarely going
to fold, and the more you put yourself in there,
crazy things happen. At the 3M, something
crazy happened. I put myself right there and
Scott Piercy was leading for pretty much the
whole tournament. Next thing I know, I’ve got
a four-shot lead with two holes to play. Things
like that happen out here.
It feels very satisfying to capitalize on the two
ball-striking weeks that I’ve had. I feel like
I’ve been hitting it really nicely for a while
and I haven’t quite put myself right there. I did
in Canada and had a good chance to win there,
and I did in Mexico at the new tournament.
These two weeks I’ve been able to make the

putts when they count. I think that’s pretty
special. I feel like my game has evolved
dramatically from the start of my career until
now. The Detroit Golf Club was a golf course
that didn’t look very good to me the ﬁrst time
I played it in 2020. But the golf course looked
pretty good to me this year. That told me I’m a
lot better than I was a couple years ago. I think
we evolve as players and as people, and I’m
proud my game has evolved the way it has.
At one point, I was trying to hit the ball a
little further than I was because I have a lot
of speed in the bank. What I learned from that
and my game evolving is I don’t really need
to change anything. I just needed to get a little
sharper, my short game has to be better, and
I have to putt better. Those are all things I’ve
known over the last couple of years and I’ve
worked extremely hard on them, so now I’m
enjoying the success and it’s all due in part to
me just looking at myself square in the eyes
and knowing I’m not as good as I can be, and
addressing those parts of my game that needed
to be elevated for me to be a great player.
I make it a goal every year to try and play in the
Ryder Cup or Presidents Cup. As an American
player, that’s something which is really
exciting and it’s something of a challenge. To
make those teams is really hard as there are
so many great players. So for me, I have that
goal every year to make these teams on merit.
I’ve been selected in the past and one of my
goals was to make the Presidents Cup team on
points this year. The last two weeks were huge
in earning my spot. I think everybody earns
their spot to a certain extent, but I truly wanted
to earn my spot by earning enough points to
qualify for the team.
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PORTUGAL’S
NEWEST GOLF PROJECT

Excitement is starting to build as the eagerly-awaited new Dunas Golf Course
at Terras da Comporta in Portugal nears completion, and its new owners have
turned to Azalea to further raise its proﬁle ahead of the layout opening in
summer 2023.
anguard Properties, the largest real
estate developer in Portugal, took
ownership of the spectacular Terras
da Comporta development in 2019
and the site features two plots: Torre,
comprising 365 hectares of land in the Alcácer
do Sal municipality, and Dunas, which occupies
around 1,011 hectares of land in the Grândola
municipality.

V

Situated on the coast one hour south of Lisbon
in a secluded setting on the edge of the Sado
Estuary Nature Reserve, The Dunas Course is
one of two 18-hole championship layouts that is
planned at the multi-million euro development
and has been designed by world-renowned
architect David McLay-Kidd.
Originally launched by McLay-Kidd in 2010,
the links-style course has been built using the
highest sustainable practices and created over
84 hectares of natural, sandy terrain that is
predicted to lead to comparisons with some of
the most famous golﬁng venues in the world
when it opens next summer.
Complementing The Dunas Course will be a
new clubhouse and golf academy. Away from
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the fairways, an array of lifestyle activities will
be available including horse riding, wellness
and sailing, with a wide range of plots for
hotels, tourist and residential condominiums
also on oﬀer.
Rodrigo Ulrich, director of golf at Terras
da Comporta, said: “The unique stretch of
unspoiled coastline and the surrounding area
give us an incredible opportunity to create a golf
destination which I believe will attract attention
on an international scale. Vanguard Properties
works with some of the best suppliers in the
industry, and I am delighted that we have been
able to add Azalea to that list.”
Renowned as a leading player in the golf and

tourism industry, Azalea works with some of
Europe’s major tourist boards, ﬂagship golf
clubs, luxury resorts and leading brands, with

2022

vast experience in launching new courses,
enhancing reputation and raising brand
awareness.
Azalea director, Andy Barwell, said: “People
in the golf industry have known about Terras
da Comporta for some time, and we’re thrilled
to have been given the opportunity to work
on such an exciting new project. With the
ambitious plans that the owners have in place,
Terras da Comporta is a name that’s going to be
on every golfer’s lips in the years to come and
we can’t wait to get started.”

Travel

ENGLAND’S FINEST CHAMPIONSHIP CLUB

ST ENODOC GOLF CLUB

t Enodoc Golf Club, which in 2015
celebrated its 125th anniversary,
is home to one of England’s ﬁnest
championship links, the Church
Course, as well as the shorter, less
challenging Holywell Course.

S

Designed by the legendary James Braid, the
Church Course is famed for its characteristic
fairway undulations and ﬁrm greens, this
breathtaking links is set against the backdrop
of some of the greatest sea and estuary views
of any course in the world. St Enodoc boasts
spectacular panoramas of the north Atlantic
Ocean and the Camel Estuary from every hole

that oﬀer drama and a sense of tranquillity.
The Church Course is highly regarded and
regularly features high in golf rankings
compiled by the golﬁng media.
At the same time, the club has doubled the
size of the reception area to house a dedicated
team of receptionists that is now in place to
help the club deal with its 2,000 members and
their guests as well as the raft of visitors that
ﬂock to the Church and Holywell Courses
throughout the year, particularly in the busy
summer season.
Thanks to the temperate micro-climate in
north Cornwall, the green keepers at St

Enodoc are able to maintain the links in
immaculate condition throughout the year
and ensure they remain open all year round.
Oﬀ the course, visitors to Rock can enjoy the
stunning beaches of Polzeath and Daymer Bay
and visit the charming ﬁshing village of Port
Isaac, now well known through the country as
the location for the popular television series
Doc Martin.
Just across the Camel Estuary from St Enodoc,
Padstow is a magnet for those looking for
excellent restaurants such as Rick Stein’s
collection of seafood outlets and independent
shops oﬀering local arts and crafts.
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Yas Links Abu Dhabi - Wins Big At Asian Golf Awards

Yas Links - 2022 Dhabi HSBC Championship

YAS LINKS ABU DHABI SECURES
TOP HONOURS AT 2022 ASIAN GOLF AWARDS
Famous championship links course savours success by collecting two awards.

A

bu Dhabi, UAE (22 July 2022):
Yas Links Abu Dhabi, home of the
world famous Abu Dhabi HSBC
Championship, is celebrating after
collecting both a gold and silver award
at the 2022 edition of the Asian Golf Awards.
The two categories that awards were won in
included; Best Golf Course in the Middle East
and Africa (Gold) and Best Championship
Course in the Middle East and Africa (Silver).
The Asian Golf Awards are staged annually and
this year marks the 23rd anniversary of these
long-standing industry awards. After a couple
of years oﬀ due to the pandemic, the awards
will once again shine a spotlight on the best
golf courses in the Asia Paciﬁc golf landscape.
This year, the 2022 Asian Golf Awards will
take place on 3rd November and will be staged
in conjunction with the 2022 Asia Paciﬁc Golf
Summit at the multi-billion-dollar Hoiana
Integrated Resort and Casino in the UN
Heritage City of Hoi An in Vietnam.
As the ﬁrst links style course in the Middle
East, Yas Links Abu Dhabi is renowned for its
playability and has been recognised globally
thanks to its 34th place ranking on Golf
Digest’s Top 100 courses in the world. The
course’s signature ﬁnishing holes on 16, 17 and
18 are regarded as one of the toughest trios in
the UAE. Therefore, Yas Links Abu Dhabi’s
double success in these awards demonstrates
their continued and growing presence within
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world golf in terms of not only overseeing one
of the most prestigious global tournaments but
also running and operating one of the ﬁnest golf
venues not only in the Middle
East but arguably anywhere in
the world.
Yas Links Abu Dhabi was
particularly singled out due
to its work in hosting the Abu
Dhabi HSBC Championship
for the ﬁrst time. The
Championship is not only the
ﬁrst of the calendar season
but being a Rolex Series event
with an $8m prize fund makes this is one of
the highest calibre tournaments on the DP
World Tour International Schedule, ensuring
that the 2022 edition was one of the season’s
unmissable tournaments.
Yas Links Abu Dhabi Golf Course
Manager, Corey Finn who led his agronomy
team in implementing instrumental changes
and making sure that the course was up to Tour
standard back in January of this year said:
“It was such an exciting challenge to work with
both the DP World Tour agronomists and our
own in-house dedicated team to ensure that the
course was in its very best condition for the 2022
Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship. Of course
this will always be a cherished memory for us
all, simply because the tournament was making
history in being held at a brand-new venue for

the ﬁrst time. Seeing how challenging it was
for the world’s best players was particularly
satisfying and conﬁrmed all the hard work we
had put in, as they tried to tame our
notoriously tricky coastal course.”
By taking home two awards for one
course in the highly competitive
golf market demonstrates the
competencies of the team at
Yas Links Abu Dhabi, their
comprehensive service ability,
commitment to nurturing talent
and passion to create the ultimate
experience for professionals, guests
and members at its award winning venue.
Lee Waggott, Golf Operations Manager,
Yas Links Abu Dhabi said: “To be recognised
so comprehensively underscores all the hard
work that the team has put in over the past
twelve months at Yas Links Abu Dhabi. Not
only do we continue to oﬀer the very best
in golﬁng experiences but we’ve ampliﬁed
that by hosting the 2022 Abu Dhabi HSBC
Championship for the ﬁrst time in our venue’s
history. We were absolutely delighted with
the feedback from the players, caddies and
coaches and this award is to all of those at
the club whose hard work and sacriﬁce have
ensured that both the course and facility were
championship ready.”
For more information on the Asian Golf Awards,
please visit: http://asiangolfawards.com/

Club News

GGOY PART OF MP FINANCIAL SERVICE-GO GOLF 2022

G

event.

Golfers as it has been raining over the
weekend, however the passion of the
Golfers made the Rain God put a pause till
they completed the round.

It was indeed a lucky weekend for the

Winners of the Claret Jug replica.

ulmohar Golfer of the Year 2022
took place on 23rd & 24th July
with 53 golfers participating in the

Satish Kumar

Nirav Prajapati

Parag Kamdar
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Junior

with

SAMAR
BAIJAL

Samar started golf at the young age of 4 and
a half years under mentorship and coaching
of Vikram Sethi and Dharmendra Singh.
Since then, he has had 14 first positions
in various tournaments and has been
named golfer of the season twice with two
international invites (USA and Australia). He
recently won the IGU North Zone Sub Junior
Tour at Panchkula Golf Club and received a
Certificate of Achievement from the Indian
Golf Union, GolfPlus monthly discusses his
routine, thoughts and some of his favourite
things in this Q & A.
GP : How did you start playing golf?
When I was four and a half years old after
playing mini tennis at the Siri Fort DDA Sports
Complex my parents used to go to the driving
range. One day I tried hitting golf balls with
a rented club. Luckily, I connected. My father
arranged a few swing lessons and within
a month took me to the mini golf course. I
really enjoyed playing. It was like a beautiful
playground and I fell in love with the game.

GP : What has been your biggest lesson?
At this point I enjoy playing golf, I run, sing,
sometime even dance on the course. One
thing I understand is every hole is a target
which I need to achieve in the best possible
manner. I know we need to follow all the
rules, though I’m still learning them. The
lesson golf teaches is that sometimes you will
win and sometimes others will win, I need to
accept both

GP : What motivated you to play golf?
Once I started playing golf, at the driving
range and the golf course all the elders
around would have very nice things to say
to me about the game of golf and the age I
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Samar with his caddy Sanju

Presentation at Punchkula

was playing the game which motivated me. I
started playing tournaments and really enjoyed
playing with my friends.

GP : Your training regimen; any specific
schedule/ plan you might highlight?
Currently there is no schedule/training plan.
My parents allow me to have a flexible
schedule. I try to play the course as much
as possible and also practice the short game.
Before a tournament I do fifteen minutes each
of putting, bunker, pitching and long shots.
With schools starting my parents will also start
a routine for me.

GP: Pastime beyond Golf?
I love playing with my friends in our
neighborhood and make it a point to come
back in time from golf to play badminton/
cricket/cycling/running games in the evening.
I also love playing video games on my
parent’s phone.

GP : Favourite:
Food : Okra (lady finger) and Indian Breads (Roti)
Book : Paddington by Michael Bond
Golfer : Male- Tiger Woods and Rory Mcilroy
Female- Aditi Ashok
Course : The Delhi Golf Club (Peacock Course)

GP : Your winning strategy?
At the practice round I discuss with my caddy
the club selection and approach to each hole.
I am very passionate about playing
tournaments and I play the course hole by
hole. My approach is to put the best score by
having the confidence in executing the shots
that I have practiced. I do not let the mistake
impact the next shots.

GP: What’s in your bag?
Wedge : Sand, Lob, Pitching
Balls : Callaway Super Soft
Irons : Nine, Eight, Seven
Hybrid : Five and Four
Putter : TaylorMade OS (Monte Carlo)
Driver : US Kids Tour Series and Three Wood
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YOUNG MASTER ELITE SERIES
Venue: Jaypee Greens Golf Course, Noida
Date: 22-24 June
214 identical scores shot by Shat and Mannat to
win the Men & Women Titles.
The Young Master Amateur Golf Tour held its
ﬁrst Delhi NCR Elite Series at Jaypee Greens
where a large number of WAGR ranked players
took place, among these players were the top
ranked Shat Mishra & Milind Soni who just
returned from the British Amateur. This event
was played in extreme temperatures but the
golfers stood upto the weather and produced
amazing scores. Shat Mishra and Mannat Brar
had the lowest score of the tournament a 67 and
69 respectively.
Day 1 saw an unexpected leader in the Mens
section with Kanav Chauhan shooting a 2 under

YOUNG MASTER ZION HILLS
MATCHPLAY CHAMPIONSHIP
Venue: Zion Hills Golf County, Bangalore
Date: 5-8 July
The Matchplay event was our second event
in two months and we were fortunate to have
Subash Tamang, Nepal’s top player and National
Champion Aryan Roopa Anand, the highest
ranked player on the World Ranking at 112 . The
event also saw 3 American college golf players
Aryaman Mohan, Sneha Sharan and Jasmine
Sachdev.
There was a 36 hole qualiﬁer to select 8 players
each for the Men & Women Matchplay event.

par followed by Shat and Milind on 73. In the
Women’s section Ceerat shot a 72 to lead the
ﬁeld from Mannat 73 and
Renne 75.
Day 2 Kanav continued
his great golf and shot a
73 to lead the ﬁeld by 2
strokes on 143 ,another
young upcoming golfer
Ranveer Mitroo who shot a
2 under par 70 was lying at
145. Other notable scores
were Milind Soni 146,Shat
Mishra 7 Jai Bahl 147. The
Women’s section continued to be dominated
by Mannat who shot a 3 under 69 on day 2
for a total of 142,she was closely followed
by Ceerat Kang 144,Anvvi Dahiyya 148 and
Renne Rane 150.

Day 3 . Shat put on his attack mode on today
and shot the tournaments lowest round of 67
(5 under) to show the ﬁeld why he is
a top ranked player. Kanav kept his
nerves intact and shot a credible round
of 73 to ﬁnish 2 shots behind Shat.Jai
Bahl shot a 2nd consecutive Par round
of 72 and managed to pip Milind Soni
to the 3rd place by virtue of count
back. The young brigade of Ranveer
Mitroo, Udai Middha, Parth R.Sood
and Sukhman had a great tournament
showcasing glimpses of their talent.
In the women division Mannat Brar
played a ﬂawless round of Par 72 on the last day
to easily win the Women section. Other notable
rounds were from Anvvi 72, who came 2nd and
also a 72 by Mahreen Bhatia. Ceerat was not on
her game and shot 76 to ﬁnish 3rd.

The 8 qualiﬁers in
the Men section were
Aryan Roopa, Garv
Lakhmani, Suraj
Joshi, Praveer Arora,
Aryaman Mohan,
Shaurya Binu,
Subash Tamang, Tej
Gangavarapu.
The 8 qualiﬁers in
the Women section were Anvitha Narender,
Aradhana Manikandan,Diya C.Patil,Stuthii
Kaveriamma,Karishma Govind, Tanishka Prithvi,
Sneha Sharan, Jasmine Sachdev.
The quarter-ﬁnals in the Men section had a big
upset where the 7th seed Tej knocked out Subash
the 2nd seed. Other matches were no surprises.

The semi-ﬁnals went according to the script, the
ﬁnals promised to be a good battle and it did just
that Aryan Roopa Anand had to dig deep and
eventually beat Tej on the 19th hole.
In the Women section the quarter -ﬁnals and the
semi ﬁnals had no surprises.
In the ﬁnal the event was keenly contested and
Sneha won on the 18th hole.

YOUNG MASTER FOREST
HILL CHAMPIONSHIP
Venue: Forest Hill Golf & Country Club
Date: 15-17 July

Parteet nearly equals course record
A 3 day World Amateur Ranking Tournament
called the Young Master Forest Hill
Championship is being held at Forest Hill Golf
& Country Club from the 15th of July. The event
has attracted more than 30 players both Men &
Women and the ﬁeld consists of 4 already World
ranked players. The tournament is a strokeplay
event where there it is open to players above the
age of 10 . The youngest player in the Men’s
ﬁeld is 10 years old and in the women it is 13
years old. Some top names playing in the ﬁeld
are Ceerat Kang, Mannat Brar, Kriti Chowhan,
Ravjot Dosanjh, Parteet Sekhon, Vedant
Banerjee, Umed Kumar and Abhishek.
Day 1 saw 5 under par scores in the Men section

Parteet 63, Abhishek 65, Sonu 66, Ravi 67 &
Umed 67. The Women section saw 2 sub 70
rounds by the 2 sisters Lavanya & Riya Jadon
who shot 69’s
Day 2 saw Parteet Sekhon nearly equal Mr.
Showkat Maqbool’s (Dir FHG&CC) course
record of 60. Parteet shot a 61 to take a
commanding lead after Round 2. Other notable
scores were Abhiraj 65, Ravi 63, Umed 67 and
Sachin 68.
In the Women section on Day 2 Lavanya shot 65
the lowest round of the tournament in the women
section followed by Ceerat 6 & Mehar 68.
Day 3 saw some keen battles both in the Men

and Women sections, Parteet went into the ﬁnal
day with a 6 stroke lead and Lavanya went to
the ﬁnal round with a 7 stroke lead. The battle
between Parteet and Umed was keenly contested
and got very close, untill Parteet got an Eagle
on the 15th hole. In the Women section Lavanya
was not at her best and Ceerat managed to snatch
the lead on the 16th hole and eventually win by 1
shot. Best scores of Day 3 were Umed 63,Vedant
Banerjee 65, Mannat and Ravjot 67.
The course was playing tough and despite the
heavy rains the course was playing extremely
true. The President of the course Mr. Gill
alongwith Mr. Showkat Maqbool relentlessly
made sure that the course was in top shape.
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TATA STEEL PGTI ANNOUNCES STRONG LINE-UP
OF EVENTS FOR SECOND HALF OF 2022 SEASON
TATA Steel PGTI 2022 season to resume from August 17th; Schedule features line-up of 14
events to be staged from August to December
Second half of season boasts prize money in excess of Rs. 11 crore, takes season’s total prize
purse to over Rs. 18 crore
Season-ending TATA Steel Tour Championship in Jamshedpur to be worth Rs. 3 crore, a PGTI
record
Three new events added are Kapil Dev-Grant Thornton Invitational, SSP Chawrasia Invitational
presented by TAKE & Dream Valley presents Vooty Masters, all worth Rs. 1 crore each
Three new venues added are Jammu Tawi Golf Course, Vooty Golf County (Vikarabad,
Telangana) & TNGF Cosmo Golf Course (Chennai)

Jammu Tawi Golf Course

New Delhi, July 17, 2022: TATA Steel PGTI
has announced the second half of its 2022
season. The strong line-up of 14 events between
August to December is a shot in the arm for
Indian professional golf as it boasts prize money
in excess of Rs. 11 crore thereby taking the
season’s total prize purse to over Rs. 18 crore.
The ﬁrst half of the season consisted of eight
events and was followed by the mid-season
break. The action will now resume with the
Content Editor : Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI
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Tata Steel PGTI Players Championship 2022
presented by KGISL which will be played at
the Coimbatore Golf Club from August 17 –
20 marking PGTI’s return to Coimbatore after
eight years.
The following week, PGTI will hold its ﬁrst
ever event at the TNGF Cosmo Golf Course and
make its return to Chennai after four years with
the staging of the third edition of the Chennai
Open Golf Championship from August 23 – 26.

The Jammu Tawi Golf Course in Jammu will
be yet another new venue for the tour as the
J&K Open presented by J&K Tourism, staged
in Srinagar during its inaugural edition in 2021,
moves from the Kashmir valley to the Jammu
region. The event will be held from September
7 – 10.
Thereafter, the ﬁfth edition of the Jaipur Open
will be held at the Rambagh Golf Club from
September 14 – 17.

Vooty Golf County

The month of October begins with the TATA
Steel PGTI Players Championship at the
Panchkula Golf Club which will be played from
October 4 – 7.
The ﬁfth edition of the Jeev Milkha Singh
Invitational presented by TAKE is to be played at
the Chandigarh Golf Club from October 13 - 16.
The event carries a prize purse of Rs. 1.5 crore.
This will be followed by the sixth edition of the
Pune Open to be staged at the Poona Club Golf
Course from October 19 – 22 and the second
edition of the MP Cup slated from October 26
- 29.
The inaugural Kapil Dev-Grant Thornton Golf
Invitational worth Rs. 1 crore in prize money is
scheduled from November 1 – 4.
The IndianOil Servo Masters Golf returns for
its 22nd edition. The tournament will be staged
from November 16 – 19 at the Digboi Golf
Links.
Dream Valley presents Vooty Masters, also
oﬀering a prize purse of Rs. 1 crore, is another
new event added to the schedule. The event
scheduled for November 24 – 27 also takes the
PGTI to a new venue – Vooty Golf County in
Vikarabad, Telangana.
The eighth edition of the Golconda Masters
is up next to be played from November 30 –
December 3 at the Hyderabad Golf Association.
The third new event to be launched worth

TNGF Cosmo Golf Course

Rs. 1 crore is the SSP Chawrasia Invitational
presented by TAKE which will be staged at
the Royal Calcutta Golf Club from December
8 – 11. This is the second event to be named in
honour of an Indian golﬁng legend after the Jeev
Milkha Singh Invitational.
The season-ending TATA Steel Tour
Championship will carry a record prize purse of
Rs. 3 crore as its prize money has been increased
by 100 per cent this year. The event featuring the
top-60 on the Order of Merit along with a few
invites will be held at the Golmuri & Beldih Golf
Courses in Jamshedpur from December 15 - 18.
Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI, said,
“We are delighted to announce a strong second

half of the season in terms of prize money
and number of events which makes 2022
one of our most lucrative seasons ever. The
PGTI will witness non-stop golﬁng action
from August to December with the launch of
three new events coming as a major boost for
Indian professional golf. We are also pleased
to further expand our footprint across the
country with the addition of three new venues.
We look forward to the exciting months ahead
and thank PGTI members, our sponsors, tour
partners and the host venues of the forthcoming
events for all their support and cooperation in
helping us bounce back from the diﬃcult times
experienced during the pandemic.”
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Schedule of events from August to December 2022:
DATE

TOURNAMENT

PRO-AM

VENUE

PRIZE MONEY

Aug 17-20,
2022

Tata Steel PGTI Players Championship 2022
presented by KGISL

Aug 21, 2022

Coimbatore Golf Club,
Coimbatore

INR 50 Lacs

Aug 23-26,
2022

Chennai Open Golf Championship 2022

Aug 27, 2022

TNGF Cosmo Golf Course,
Chennai

INR 40 Lacs

Sep 7-10, 2022

J&K Open 2022 presented by J&K Tourism

Sep 11, 2022

Jammu Tawi Golf Course, Jammu

INR 40 Lacs

Sep 14-17, 2022

Jaipur Open 2022

Sep 18, 2022

Rambagh Golf Club, Jaipur

INR 40 Lacs

Sep 27-30, 2022

Event (TBC)

TBC

TBC

TBC

Oct 4-7, 2022

Tata Steel PGTI Players Championship 2022

Oct 8, 2022

Panchkula Golf Club, Panchkula

INR 50 Lacs

Oct 13-16, 2022

Jeev Milkha Singh Invitational 2022
presented by TAKE

Oct 12, 2022

Chandigarh Golf Club, Chandigarh

INR 1.5 Crore

Oct 19-22, 2022

Pune Open 2022

Oct 18, 2022

Poona Club Golf Course, Pune

INR 40 Lacs

Oct 26-29, 2022

MP Cup 2022 (TBC)

Oct 30, 2022

TBC

TBA

Nov 1-4, 2022

Kapil Dev-Grant Thornton Golf Invitational
2022

Nov 5, 2022

TBC

INR 1 Crore

Nov 9-12, 2022

Event (TBC)

TBC

TBC

TBA

Nov 16-19, 2022

IndianOil Servo Masters Golf 2022

Nov 20, 2022

Digboi Golf Links, Digboi

INR 60 Lacs

Nov 24-27, 2022

Dream Valley presents Vooty Masters 2022

Nov 23, 2022

Vooty Golf County, Vikarabad,
Telangana

INR 1 Crore

Nov 30 - Dec 3,
2022

Golconda Masters 2022 (TBC)

Nov 29, 2022

Hyderabad Golf Association,
Hyderabad

INR 40 Lacs

Dec 8-11, 2022

SSP Chawrasia Invitational 2022 presented
by TAKE

Dec 7, 2022

Royal Calcutta Golf Club, Kolkata

INR 1 Crore

Dec 15-18, 2022

TATA Steel Tour Championship 2022

Dec 13, 2022

Golmuri & Beldih GC, Jamshedpur

INR 3 Crore

TBC: To Be Confirmed
TBA: To Be Announced
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ROOKIES TO WATCH OUT FOR
Here’s a look at some of the rookies from the 2022 TATA Steel PGTI season who are
likely to make an impact in the near future

Arjun Bhati
AGE

17

COUNTRY

India

HOME COURSE

Jaypee Greens Golf Course, Greater Noida

Won 180 events at the junior level from age
eight to 16.
India No. 1 in juniors in the D, C, B and A
categories.
As a junior, won the Albatross International
and the Junior World Championships staged
in the United States and Malaysia.
As a junior, won team events such as
Singapore Juniors and Thailand True Visions
International Championship.
As an amateur, played six events in India in
the 2021 season. He bagged top-10s in all the
six events and top-3s in three of those events.
Finished tied 13th at the PGTI Qualifying

School 2022.
His best finish so far in his rookie season has
been third place at the Gurugram Challenge
2022 TATA Steel PGTI – ADT hosted by
Classic Golf & Country Club.
Leads the 2022 Emerging Player list and
placed 32nd in the 2022 TATA Steel PGTI
Order of Merit.
Goals for the season: Good performances
this year would be a great confidencebooster. So I need to establish myself and
enjoy every moment at the same time.
Golfing Idols: Tiger Woods and Shubhankar
Sharma

Sunhit Bishnoi
AGE

21

COUNTRY

India

HOME COURSE

DLF Golf & Country Club, Gurugram

Won six titles at the junior level.
India No. 1 in juniors in 2018.
Represented India at the Asia Pacific Junior,
Singha Junior World Championship (2nd in
Individual, 1st in Team Event), Singapore
Juniors (3rd), Hong Kong Juniors (3rd).
Won the NCR Cup 2021 at the amateur
level.
Ranked inside the top 15 on the Indian
amateur circuit in 2021.
Finished runner-up at the PGTI Qualifying
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School 2022.
His best finish so far in his rookie season has
been tied 17th at the Gujarat Open 2022
presented by Gujarat Tourism.
Ranked second on the 2022 Emerging
Player list and placed 43rd in the 2022
TATA Steel PGTI Order of Merit.
Goals for the season: Play freely and look
for a win as I have nothing to lose.
Golfing Idols: Tiger Woods, Anirban Lahiri
and Shubhankar Sharma

Rohan Dhole Patil
AGE

26

COUNTRY

India

HOME COURSE

Poona Club Golf Course, Pune

Won two titles at the amateur level. Both his wins came in 2021 when
he won the Northern India Amateur and Southern India Amateur.
India No. 1 in amateurs in the 2019 and 2020-21 seasons.
Represented India at the Asia Pacific Amateur in 2021.
Finished tied 25th at the PGTI Qualifying School 2022.
His best finish so far in his rookie season has been tied 10th at the
Mujib Borsho Chattogram Open 2022.
Ranked third on the 2022 Emerging Player list and placed 56th in the
2022 TATA Steel PGTI Order of Merit.
Goals for the season: Winning an event.
Golfing Idols: Tiger Woods, Dustin Johnson, Bubba Watson, Anirban
Lahiri and Udayan Mane.

Jairaj Singh Sandhu
AGE

24

COUNTRY

India

HOME COURSE

Chandigarh Golf Club, Chandigarh

Won one title at the junior level.
At the amateur level, a third place finish in 2017, has been his best
performance. His best ranking as an amateur was 15th in 2017.
Finished tied fifth at the PGTI Qualifying School 2022.
His best finish so far in his rookie season has been ninth place at the Glade One
Masters 2022.
Ranked fourth on the 2022 Emerging Player list and placed 59th in the 2022
TATA Steel PGTI Order of Merit.
Goals for the season: Winning an event and finishing inside the top-20 of the
PGTI Order of Merit in order to earn an exemption for the Final Stage of the
Asian Tour Qualifying School next year.
Golfing Idols: Jeev Milkha Singh, SSP Chawrasia, Tiger Woods and
Adam Scott.
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