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HISTORICAL WIN!
LIVing it up!

Anirban Lahiri has become the fi rst Indian and 
the fi rst Asian to join the LIV Golf Tour and is 
set to make his debut on the rebel tour with the 
event in Boston.Viraj Madappa had played in 
the opening event after qualifying through an 
International Series event in Asia.
The latest list of joinees on Liv Tour include The 
Open champion Cameron Smith of Australia, 
Chile’s Joaquin Niemann and Americans Harold 
Varner and Cameron Tringale.
The PGA Tour is expected to take action against 
them, which would bar them from playing its 
events. Lahiri has been playing on the PGA Tour 
since 2015-16. Though Smith is the biggest catch 
for Liv, the signing up of Lahiri according to 
sources in Boston, seems to have been done with 
eye on the growing Asian golf market. Liv is also 
backing Asian Tour, which is where Lahiri came 
from and is a former Asian Tour No. 1.
The breakaway LIV tour is owned by Saudi 
Sovereign Wealth fund played in 54 hole format 
thus the moniker ‘LIV’ 54 in Roman numericals. 
It has both Team and Individual event format.
Happy reading!

Rory McIlroy beat World No. 1 Scottie 
Scheffl  er with a fi nal-round 4-under 66 at 
East Lake Golf Club to win the FEDEX Cup 

and making history twice over. He became the 
fi rst player to win the event thrice and also the 
largest fi nal-round comeback in Tour 
Championship history to win the Championship.
McIlroy had given Scheffl  er a big head start by 
pulling his opening tee shot of the tournament 
out of bounds and made triple bogey at the fi rst 
and bogey at the second to fall 10 strokes behind. 
But he chipped away at Scheffl  er’s lead as the 
rounds progressed. On the fi nal day McIlroy 
returned birdies on his fi nal two holes to cap off  
a round of 7-under 63.
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SAY NO TO DRUGS 
SAY YES TO SPIRITUALITY
RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY 
AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

it takes twelve years, here it just takes quick.” 
That wave in the 60’s and 70’s took the lives 
of so many youth. It happened even in India 
because all those people in the United States, 
when the drugs got them high and dropped 
them, again and again, somebody told them, 
“You need to go to India.” So a huge exodus 
of hippies happened to India and Nepal. When 
the Indian police started cracking, they all 
moved to Nepal. Even today, remnants of those 
60’s die-hard hippies who refused to change 
are still hanging around in the borders of the 
Himalayas, peddling and living on drugs.  
So what is the spiritual possibility of these 

some kinds of breakthroughs but they always 
came to a dead end; they could not go beyond 
a certain point. They thought there could be 
some other drug to do this.  
In the 1960s, people experimented with 
the drug known as LSD, in a big way in the 
United States. There was a man, who is 
presently known as Ram Dass, who became 
a big phenomenon during that time. He was 
one of the Harvard University professors 
who was experimenting with LSD, and even 
manufacturing it. They thought this is the 
way to nirvana. That was when people started 
advertising very boldly in California, “In India 
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Questioner: Sadhguru, it is said that drugs 
assist one to reach higher planes of awareness. 
Can I boost my spiritual experiences and reach 
the ultimate sooner if on drugs?
Sadhguru: Many people researched and 
experimented with hallucinogenic drugs as a 
way to break through the limitations of their 
existing level of consciousness. One person 
who did very extensive experiments in this 
direction was Aldous Huxley – not just with 
himself but upon many people. He closely 
observed and recorded many experiences. Carl 
Jung also did a certain level of experiments. 
All of them did notice that there seemed to be 

Feature



capabilities. I want you to clear your head 
about what a tantric is. A man of capability is 
a tantric. A man who knows no capability, who 
just knows the book, is not a tantric; neither is 
he a Guru in anyway, nor is he fi t to be a Guru. 
So Neem Karoli Baba was a tantric. He was 
a huge man, a worshipper of Hanuman. Ram 
Dass came to Neem Karoli Baba and said, “I 
got some real stuff  from heaven. You take this, 
everything that is worth knowing opens up. Do 
you know something about this?” Neem Karoli 
Baba asked, “What is that? Show me.” So Ram 
Dass gave him a few pills. Neem Karoli Baba 
said, “How many do you have?” Ram Dass 
had quite a few, which were meant to last him 
a while. Neem Karoli Baba said, “Give them to 
me.” So Ram Dass gave him a handful of LSD. 
Neem Karoli Baba just popped them in his 
mouth and swallowed them. He just sat there 
and continued whatever he was doing. Ram 
Dass was sitting there and hoping that the man 
is going to explode and die now. But the guy 
did not show any signs of LSD in him. He just 
continued, just to demonstrate to Ram Dass 
that he was wasting his life on some stupid 
stuff , which was not going to get him across.  
The problem with alcohol and drugs is, by 
experience it may be good, but it destroys 
the body and the mind, it destroys all human 
potential. If it did not do that, I think everybody 
would have been prescribed this all over the 
world. But if you do not take anything from 
outside, and just allow this system to function 
in its full scope and scale, you will see, you 
are intoxicated in a much bigger way. You can 
remain intoxicated twenty-four hours of the 
day; no hangover at the end and you are fully 
aware and with greatly enhanced capabilities. 
All the stuff  that you want is there in your body. 
Recent research into the human brain has 
yielded some incredible results. An Israeli 
scientist spent over eighteen years trying to 
fi nd out about certain aspects of the brain, 
and he found there are millions of cannabis 
receptors in the human brain. Cannabis is 
another name for marijuana. Millions of 
cannabis receptors! Why are these receptors 
there in the human brain? The conclusion that 
a lot of people have come to is that because we 
have cannabis receptors, all of us must smoke 
marijuana. Anthropologists came up and said, 
“At some point in history, every human being 
was smoking.” That is not possible because 
in many parts of the world, there was no such 
weed, so they could not smoke. But then 
neurologists discovered that at diff erent times 
of the day, if you closely observe the system 
and what happens with the brain chemistry, the 
body develops its own cannabis. The pineal 
gland can produce certain chemicals which 
will satisfy the cannabis receptors in the brain. 
If a person is in a certain state of blissfulness 
or ecstasy, he produces these chemicals, which 
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chemicals? Probably, the explosion of energy 
caused by the chemical makes people defi nitely 
believe that there is a possibility. But can a 
chemical take you across? It does not matter 
what kind of chemical it is, it cannot take you 
across. That’s hundred percent.
There are people who propagate getting on 
to something “mild” like marijuana, “It is 
harmless, it is nice, it keeps you calm…” It 
does defi nitely keep you calm. It calms your 
nerves, there is no question about that. But it 
calms you, and calms you, and calms you… 
after sometime you become too calm – without 
any fi re in you, without anything; and you 
will see your mental capabilities just slowly 
shrinking. The very nature of the spiritual 
experience is such, whenever you explode 
into a diff erent dimension of energy, the fi rst 
thing that happens to you is, suddenly you have 
enhanced capabilities. But the eff ect of drugs is 
just the reverse – whenever it gives you some 
experience, it reduces your mental capability.  
Let me fi nish the Ram Dass story. Ram Dass 
also travelled to India. He was a hardcore 
addict by then. He could pop two, three LSDs 
in a day. He came to Neem Karoli Baba, 
who was a mystic and tantric of enormous 

the brain is constantly waiting for. Even your 
brain is waiting for you to be blissful – millions 
of cannabis receptors are sitting there and 
waiting, not for you to smoke or drink or do 
drugs, but for you to become blissful. 
When they found this chemical which goes 
towards the cannabis receptors, there was no 
name for it. The scientist had the freedom to 
name this newly found chemical. He wanted to 
give it a name which would be truly relevant, 
so he searched all the scriptures on the planet 
but he could not fi nd a suitable name. Then 
he came down to India and researched the 
Indian scriptures and to his amazement, he 
found that the Indian scriptures are the only 
scriptures which talk about blissfulness. No 
other religion on the planet talks about bliss. 
Religions talk about sin, religions talk about 
fear, religions talk about guilt, religions talk 
about punishment. But no other religion talks 
about blissfulness. So he called this chemical, 
which moves towards the cannabis receptors, 
“Anandamide.” 
So all you have to do is produce a little bit 
of Anandamide because there is a whole 
marijuana garden inside! If you cultivate it 
properly and keep it on, you can be stoned all 
the time, but your mental capabilities will not 
shrink. None of these things need to happen to 
you. To remain calm, to remain in an extreme 
sense of pleasure all the time, is available to 
every human being if he just explores his own 
system a little more. The science of yoga gives 
this pleasure to you. Yogis are not against 
pleasure. It is just that they are unwilling to 
settle for little pleasures. They are greedy. They 
know if you drink a glass of wine, it just gets 
you a little buzzy and then tomorrow morning 
you get a headache and everything. They are 
not willing to go for that. But now, all the time 
totally drunk but hundred percent stable and 
alert, because you must be alert to enjoy the 
intoxication. So totally drunk but fully alert; 
only then you can enjoy it. And nature has 
given you this possibility.

In the 1960s, people 
experimented with the 

drug known as LSD, in a big 
way in the United States. 
There was a man, who is 
presently known as Ram 
Dass, who became a big 

phenomenon during 
that time. 



of an hour and a half in the gym, 5-6 hours 
on the range and lots of mindfulness, reading 
and journaling. 

tournaments. Although I’m looking to turn 
pro soon and I’m hopeful to get to play in 
the big stage early in my career. 

GP: How are you coping with the 
current scenario of Covid 19?

The situation with Covid 19 is a lot better 
now. The tournaments have resumed and 
we can travel without restrictions as such, 
so that’s a huge relief. Although, I still 
understand that the pandemic isn’t over and 
we need to be cautious. 

GP: How are you keeping up your 
practice regimen?

I train at the Tarun Sardesai Golf Academy 
and our practice schedule is very vigorous 
and organised. A normal day would comprise 
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GP: Who prompted you to take up 
golf out of all the other sports?

I used to watch my dad play a lot of golf and 
we used to watch PGA Tour on TV. That got 
me very intrigued about the sport and that’s 
how I picked it up. 

GP: How did you manage your 
time to juggle between golf and 
studies?

My school was very supportive throughout 
my junior golf days. They were very 
appreciative of my accomplishments and 
very easy going with attendance. I used 
practice post school and used to fi nish up 
with my homework and studies before bed. 
I was organised and my parents instilled that 
in me from a very young age. 

GP: What has been the role of IGU 
in your journey as an amateur 
golfer?

Playing the IGU tour has defi nitely helped 
me become a better player over the years. 
It is very competitive and we have some 
very good players who compete every week. 
Remaining in the top of the merit has its 
perks of travelling with the team to various 
tournaments abroad and representing the 
country and wearing the India Blazer is a 
feeling second to none. 

GP: What are your future plans?

I’m just trying to enjoy amateur golf at 
the moment and play a lot of international 

with

ROOPA ANAND
ARYAN

FAVORITE

Food
Burmese Khao Suey

Book
The Shiva Trilogy by 

Amish. Love all 3 
books of the trilogy.  

Golfer
Tiger Woods and 

Justin Thomas
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But now as it has died down a bit golf 
courses have opened up and things are 
getting back to normal. 

GP: How are you keeping up 
your practice regimen?
I play golf in the mornings and do physical 
fitness in the evenings. I usually practice 
for 5 days in a week and play the course 
twice.

GP: Who prompted you to take 
up golf out of all the other 
sports?
Since the golf course was near my home 
so the I used to go and play at the range. 
I really liked it and decided to pursue the 
same.

GP: How did you manage your 
time to juggle between golf 
and studies?
I practice in the morning for 4 or 5 hours 
and study in the evening. 

GP: What has been the role 
of IGU in your journey as an 
amateur golfer?
I am really grateful to the IGU as they 
have really helped and given opportunities 
to play. They make us play good courses 
with good competition. 

GP: What are your future 
plans?
I will stay an amateur for the next year 
and maybe turn pro after that.

GP: How are you coping with 
the current scenario of Covid 
19?
During the peak of covid it was very tough 
to play golf.

with

SONI
MILIND

FAVORITE

Food 
Sizzlers 

Book 
Harry Potter series 

Golfer 
Brooks Koepka
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RORY MCILROY 
claims third FedExCup win

green when it hit the pin and settled 7 feet 
away. He saved par. Scheffl  er blasted out of 
a bunker to just inside 10 feet and missed, 
making bogey that put him behind for the fi rst 
time all week. Scheffl  er badly misread a 10-
foot birdie chance on the 17th to tie, sending 
the TOUR Championship to the fi nal hole 
with $18 million on the line.

Scheffl  er’s 4-iron on the par-5 18th sailed 
short and right and into a bunker, and he 
blasted out over the green. McIlroy went left 
against the grandstand, took relief and got 
onto the green for an easy par. Scheffl  er and 
Im each won $4.75 million.

“The money defi nitely didn’t creep into my 

R
ory McIlroy rallied from six shots 
behind world No. 1 Scottie Scheffl  er 
to win the TOUR Championship and 
capture the FedExCup for the third 
time. McIlroy won $18 million prize 

to go along with the trophy. He closed with 
a 4-under 66 to overtake four-time winner 
this season Scottie Scheffl  er, who made only 
one birdie in a 73.Sungjae Im fell back with 
a double bogey on the 14th hole and still 
managed a 66 to tie for second with Scheffl  er.

McIlroy referred to the fi nal round of a 
“spectacle,” and not just because of the pro-
McIlroy crowd that chanted his name along 
the closing holes. “Two of the best players 

in the world going head on the best tour,” he 
said.

McIlroy needed plenty of help from Scheffl  er, 
the top player in the FedExCup earning a two-
shot lead with “Starting Strokes” and never 
trailed until the 70th hole. Scheffl  er, who 
birdied four of six holes Sunday morning to 
fi nish the third round and build a six-shot lead, 
lost it in the fi rst seven holes. And then it was a 
nail-biter to the very end, a stunning afternoon 
at East Lake that turned on two shots.

McIlroy holed a 31-foot birdie putt on the par-
3 15th hole to tie for the lead. After he fl ew 
the green by some 20 yards, his pitch was 
running fast and headed off  the front of the 

Rory McIlroy
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mind. I wanted to win the season-long title,” 
Scheffl  er said. “I’ve had a really great year 
and I wanted to fi nish it off  with a win here, 
and unfortunately I wasn’t able to do that.”

“I believe in the game of golf. I believe 
in this tour, in particular. I believe in the 
players on this tour,” McIlroy said in the 
trophy presentation. “It’s the greatest place 
in the world to play golf, bar none, and I’ve 
played all over.”

Driver   TaylorMade Stealth 
Plus+ (9 degrees), with 
Fujikura Ventus Black 6X shaft

Fairway woods  TaylorMade 
SIM2 (15 degrees), with 
Mitsubishi Kai’ Li White 80 
TX shaft; TaylorMade Stealth 
Plus+ (19 degrees), with 
Fujikura Ventus Black 9X shaft

Irons  TaylorMade P730 RORS 
proto (3-PW), with Project X 
7.0 shafts 

Wedges   TaylorMade MG3 
(54, 58 degrees), with Project 
X 6.5 shafts 

Putter   TaylorMade Spider X 
Hydro Blast

Ball  TaylorMade TP5x

RORY’S BAG
WHAT’S IN

Scottie Scheffler

Sungjae Im
 Image Credit Getty Images
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back nine, I had all the momentum. 
I played a good back nine. I didn’t play a great 
back nine but I holed a couple of really crucial 
putts at the right time, especially that long one 
across the 15th green for birdie and then getting 
that little stroke of luck on 16, and those are the 
sort of things you need to happen to win golf 
tournaments. 
There’s one thing I want to say. I feel like 
Scottie deserves at least half of this. He has 
had an unbelievable season. I feel sort of bad 
that I pipped him to the post, but he’s a hell of 
a competitor. He’s an even better guy. Scottie 
is going to win Player of the Year. There’s no 
doubt about that. You know, it would have been 
fi tting for him to end his breakout season with a 
FedExCup title. 
I think he deserved this maybe more than I 
deserve it. He will have plenty more chances 
to win FedExCups. Hell of a player, hell of a 
competitor. I told him this certainly isn’t the last 
time we’re going to have these battles. It was an 
honour and a privilege to battle with him. 
It’s been a tumultuous time for the world of 
men’s professional golf in particular. I’ve been 
right in the middle of it. I’ve picked a great time 
to go on the PGA TOUR board. I’ve been in the 
thick of things and I guess every chance I get, 
I’m trying to defend what I feel is the best place 
to play elite professional golf in the world. It’s in 
some ways fi tting I was able to get this done to 
sort of round off  a year that has been challenging 
and diff erent. 
I believe in the game of golf. I believe in this 
TOUR in particular. I believe in the players on 
this TOUR. It’s the greatest place in the world 
to play golf, bar none, and I’ve played all over 
the world. This is an incredibly proud moment 
for me, but it should also be an incredibly proud 
moment for the PGA TOUR.

Northern Ireland’s Rory McIlroy 
wrote a slice of golf history by 
becoming the first player to win the 
FedExCup three times at the TOUR 
Championship last week. The victory 
sealed a remarkable comeback for 
McIlroy who started the final round 
six strokes behind leader Scottie 
Scheffler and put the icing on the 
cake to his memorable PGA TOUR 
season.

What a week, what a day. It’s really 
cool to do something in golf that no 
one has ever done before. Obviously 

the history of the FedExCup isn’t as long as the 
history of some other tournaments, but to be 
walking out of here three times a champion, 
it’s very, very satisfying and something I’m 
incredibly proud of. 
There’s a lot of cool things that come along with 
winning the FedExCup. The trophy—I have 
three sterling silver Calamity Jane replicas in 
my house, which is really cool. To think about 
East Lake Golf Club and Bobby Jones, the 
greatest amateur player to ever play the game, 
the sort of history and traditions of the game of 
golf, he sort of exemplifi ed all that. 
I said back in 2019 when I won my second one 
and tied Tiger Woods, that the race was on. Now 
the race has offi  cially been won. It’s pretty cool 
to do something that not even Tiger has done in 
this game. At least I’ve got one thing over him. 
So it’s an incredibly proud moment for me and 
I’m going to enjoy this one. 
Back in 2019, I took down the No. 1 player in 
the world in Brooks Koepka. This year, I took 
down the No. 1 player in the world in Scottie 
Scheffl  er. So I know that my best stuff  is good 
enough to win any tournament against anybody 
on any golf course. That’s something I can take 
away. 
I remember I came in here as the No. 1 seed in 
2012; didn’t win. Came in here No. 1 seed in 
2014; didn’t win. I just put myself in position 
each and every year, and you’ll take your 
opportunities some years; some years you 

won’t. But if you just keep putting yourself 
there, you’re bound to end up with a few of 
them. 
The money is great and we are professional 
golfers. We play golf for a living. That is a part 
of it. But I think at this point in my career, the 
winning and the journey, and the emotions and 
who I do it with mean more than the cheque. 
I have to give Tom Kim a little bit of credit 
because he started with a quadruple bogey 
at Greensboro (Wyndham Championship) 
and ended up winning a few weeks ago. For 
whatever reason, that just sort of popped into 
my mind on Thursday after I opened with a 
triple. Four-over through two holes and 10 shots 
out of the lead, to claw my way back and end 
up winning the tournament, it’s just incredible. 
I’m really proud of my resilience and how I sort 
of handled that start and sort of stuck my head 
down and kept going all week. 
I’ve said all along this year that this season has 
felt very, very similar to 2019. I played great 
golf. I had some good wins but didn’t pick off  
a major, but my caddie Harry (Diamond) said 
to me on the 18th green, “all the good golf you 
played this year, you deserve this.” 
Honestly, I wasn’t really giving myself much 

of a chance teeing off  in the fourth 
round being six back. My focus was 
to try to get to within three of Scottie 
going into the back nine. That sort of 
happened pretty quickly. I thought 
the silver lining was I was playing in 
the last group with Scottie so I could 
at least keep an eye on what he was 
doing, and thankfully I was in that 
last group because I was able to put 
some pressure on him early on. And 
then coupled with him not having his 
best stuff , I felt like going into the 

PLAYER BLOG By Rory McIlroy
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Rory McIlroy with the FedExCup



international team match. Should you point to 
the lopsided results – the Americans are 11-1-1 
and have won eight in a row – you would be an 
egregious point-misser.
The Presidents Cup was about bringing the 
game a little closer together because global 
golf, Finchem insisted, was here to stay. He 
knew it would be a somewhat awkward fi t at 
fi rst, but he begged for patience and off ered a 
vision that a lot of folks struggled with.
To wit, there would be a day when the world’s 
best players competed in the same tournaments 
dozens of time per year and American golf fans 
would know the international stars quite well.
If he were the type to seek the limelight, 
Finchem could take a bow. But instead, let’s 
take a measurement to indicate how his vision 
has played out beautifully.
In 1994, half the International Team needed 

to introduce themselves to their American 
counterparts at the Robert Trent Jones Club 
in Gainesville, Virginia. Aussie Bradley 
Hughes had only played in six PGA TOUR 
tournaments that season, while Mark McNulty 
of Zimbabwe (fi ve), Peter Senior (three) of 
Australia, and Frank Nobilo (two) attended 
even fewer. As for Robert Allenby of Australia 
and Tsukasa Watanabe of Japan, they hadn’t 
played at all.
In all, the 12 International Team members 
had combined for just 141 PGA TOUR 
tournaments in 1994, which is not an 
indictment of them whatsoever. It is a reminder 
of the era, when global traffi  c was limited to 
the world’s very elite names and while the 
Presidents Cup perhaps appealed back then to 
those who are intrigued by players they know 
little about, Finchem was convinced the stature 
of the competition would grow as American 

Official PGA TOUR Content
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U.S., INTERNATIONALS SET TO 
CLASH AT PRESIDENTS CUP
MORE THAN 25 YEARS SINCE 
INCEPTION, BIENNIAL EVENT’S 
GLOBAL IMPACT CONTINUES TO 
BE FELT

To measure the scope of the Presidents Cup, 
a suggestion is to travel back in time – 28 
years, to be exact – when this international 

team golf tournament was introduced.
It was the brainchild of Tim Finchem, back 
when he was a deputy for PGA TOUR 
Commissioner Deane Beman. But when 
Beman handed the reigns over to Finchem 
early in the summer of 1994, going full throttle 
on the debut of Presidents Cup consumed him.
The naysayers were lined up, but Finchem was 
steadfast in his belief that great players from 
beyond the borders of America and Europe 
deserved to compete on a global stage in an 



happen in an 18-hole match,” Adam Scott told 
reporters at the Rocket Mortgage Classic in 
late July.
“Momentum plays a big deal in these things. 
We saw that at the last one. We kind of got up 
early and we nearly hung on (to win).”
Veteran that he is, Scott would tell you that 
even as he and his mates have become more 
comfortable in the U.S. thanks to a full 
complement of PGA TOUR tournaments, 
another aspect of this biennial aff air continues 
to make matters diffi  cult.
That is, an American team that is constantly 
deep and consistently young.
How deep? Each of the top 12 players in the 
U.S. team standings is ranked in the top 20 in 
the Offi  cial World Golf Ranking. That include 
No. 1 Scottie Scheffl  er and four others in 
the fi rst 10 – Patrick Cantlay, No. 4; Xander 
Schauff ele, No. 6; Justin Thomas, No. 7; and 
Collin Morikawa, No. 8.
How young? Three are just 25 years old 
(Morikawa; No. 14 Will Zalitoris; and No. 17 
Cameron Young) and fi ve others are in their 
20s. As for the “old” guard sitting in the top 
12 of the U.S. standings, we’re talking Cantlay, 
30; Max Homa, 31; Tony Finau, 32; and Billy 
Horschel, 35.
That’s deep, that’s young, and that’s one potent 
group at the top of the standings, though it 
needs to be emphasized again that there’s no 
guarantee these are the 12 who’ll tee it up Sept. 

22-25 at Quail Hollow Club in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Davis Love III gets six captain’s 
picks so only the top six in the standings are 
automatic choices.
Still, it’s an indication that the Americans will 
likely be heavy favorites to win for a ninth 
straight time. Then again, being the underdog 
is news to the Aussies, the South Africans, the 
Fijians, the Kiwi, the Canadians, the South 
Americans, the Japanese, and the Koreans.
True, they’ve not yet come up with an answer 
to this biennial puzzle, but you’d be doing 
them a massive disservice if you sold them 
short. The big picture does them justice as you 
look at the 2021-22 season: Five of their top 12 
players in the standings (Smith, Matsuyama, 
Im, Lee, and Niemann) have combined for 
eight wins on the PGA TOUR this season.
True, the Americans have bigger numbers 
(nine of the top 12 players in the standings 
have combined for 18 victories), but Finchem’s 
vision has played out as he predicted. 
International players have established global 
stature thanks to a high level of play on the 
PGA TOUR and that will be prominently 
displayed in this year’s Presidents Cup.
Focus on the individuals who’ll make up 
the two lineups, and not the past results, and 
you’ll likely fi nd 15 of the world’s top 20 
names. As promised more than 20 years ago, 
the Presidents Cup has reached a level of 
premier quality.

fans became educated about the Aussies and 
South Africans, the South Americans and the 
Canadians.
“In 20 years,” he told reporters back then, “we 
can have an event of really premier quality.”
Critique Finchem’s statement as much as 
you’d like, there is an argument to be made 
that he’s been proven correct. Three of the past 
fi ve competitions have been close (16-14 in 
Australia in 2019; a one-point match in South 
Korea in 2015; a closer-than-it-looks 18 ½ - 15 
½ decision at Muirfi eld Village in 2013), and 
then there is the familiarity aspect: Whereas 
28 years ago the 12-man International Team 
combined for just 141 PGA TOUR starts, in 
2021-22 the top 12 in the current standings 
account for a whopping 251.
That is a growth of 78 percent and the diff erent 
can be seen up and down the lineup. Of the 12 
players who currently rank in the top 12 (that’s 
not to say they’re on the team, only that they’re 
currently the highest ranked Internationals), 
eight have played in more than 20 tournaments.
Budding stars from Chile (Mito Pereira, 25) 
and South Korea (K.H. Lee, 24) head the list of 
workhorses and while Canadians Mackenzie 
Hughes and Adam Hadwin have both been 
piling up the starts for a few years, another 
countryman, Corey Conners, has maintained 
an admirable consistency, and Chilean Joaquin 
Niemann, won at famed Riviera earlier this 
year and has established himself a dynamic 
competitor.
Factor in South Korean Sungjae Im, who with 
“only” 22 starts this season is almost slacking 
off , and you have an International Team that is 
getting more and more comfortable in the U.S. 
by the week. That, in turn, is why optimism 
continues to be an International strong suit.
“We’re still talking about 18 holes of match 
play, and we’ve got to remember anything can 
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Still, it’s an indication that the Americans will likely be 
heavy favorites to win for a ninth straight time. Then 
again, being the underdog is news to the Aussies, the 
South Africans, the Fijians, the Kiwi, the Canadians, 
the South Americans, the Japanese, and the Koreans.
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will be determined to dethrone a powerful 
United States in the Presidents Cup at Quail 
Hollow in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Three years ago, Im was a captain’s pick 
by Ernie Els and boy, did he stand out like 
a seasoned campaigner as he used Royal 
Melbourne as a playground to cement his 
rising star status by delivering an impressive 

3.5 points in his team’s narrow 16-14 loss.
Im has earned his team’s place on merit and 
Immelman, who was one of Els’ assistants, 
knows exactly the kind of fi repower the 
Korean Ironman can deliver in Charlotte. 
More importantly, Im has also proven that 
he can partner up with any player in the side, 
having played with three diff erent partners in 

T
rue genius in golf is often rare and few 
superlatives accurately describe Korea’s 
Sungjae Im.
The 24-year-old has morphed from a 
prodigious talent into a world-class and 

two-time PGA TOUR winner and will later 
this month be one of the vital cogs in Captain 
Trevor Immelman’s International Team, who 

By Chuah Choo Chiang

CAPABLE OF PUTTING IN THE STEEL IN
INTERNATIONAL QUEST FOR VICTORY

Sungjae Im



the Fourball and Foursomes sessions at Royal 
Melbourne.
Aside from being well known for his ball-
striking prowess – he has consistently ranked 
in the top-10 for Strokes Gained: Tee to Green 
on TOUR this season – Im is also a mean 
Birdie Machine, an attribute that is vital in 
match play. He established a new TOUR 
record in 2021 for most birdies in a season 
with his haul of 494, breaking a 21-year-old 
record along the way. 
Canada’s Adam Hadwin, who partnered 
Im to win a Fourball match against Patrick 
Cantlay-Xander Schauff ele in Australia, holds 
the utmost respect for the supremely talented 
Korean. “Sungjae is such an unbelievable 
player. I feel like he might even be steadier 
than me. He doesn’t miss too many shots. 
Sungjae makes it so easy to play with,” said 
Hadwin, who himself is known for his straight-
shooting game.
When the International Team arrived at Royal 
Melbourne, a majority of the players opted to 
only walk the golf course on the Monday of 
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the week as winds were swirling and would 
not prevail in the same manner for the rest of 
the week. Australia’s Adam Scott, a veteran of 
nine Presidents Cups, shared an anecdote that 
provided a further glimpse of how good Im 
truly is.
“It was so windy that I certainly didn’t even 
think about touching any of the holes because 
I didn’t want to destroy my confi dence,” Scott 
recalls. “Sungjae was the only guy who went 
out there to play, so we ended up walking out 
and watching him play a few holes, and even 
in a 25 mile-an-hour wind, he was just fairway, 
green, fairway, green, and it was a bit like Iron 
Byron, like a machine.”
Cameron Smith, who is the reigning 
PLAYERS and The Open champion, would 
gladly team up with Im again after partnering 
in the Foursomes in Australia to tie a closely-
fought match with Rickie Fowler-Gary 
Woodlands.
“He’s a great player, so yeah, I’d say defi nitely 
watch out for him. He’s pretty impressive,” 
said the Aussie.

Woodland was the unfortunate American 
drawn to face Im at his brilliant best in the 
Singles, and was outclassed in a 4 & 3 defeat. 
“It was stressful. I played great and got 
steamrolled,” bemused the former U.S. Open 
champion.

If we can win the Cup, 
this will become part 
of my career, there is 
only one time when the 
International Team won, 
so if I could be part of 
the team when we win 
the next time, it will 
mean a lot. I will make 
sure we try our best.” 

Sungjae Im with Tiger Woods at Royal Melbourne
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Im grew up playing golf on Jeju island, thanks 
to his parents’ encouragement, and his rise 
in the professional ranks has no doubt been 
meteoric. After representing the national team, 
he played on the Korean Tour and Japan Golf 
Tour during his teens before fi nding instant 
success on the Korn Ferry Tour in 2018 where 
he was named Player and Rookie of the Year, 
thanks to two victories and multiple top-10s.

His transition onto the elite PGA TOUR was 
as smooth as his full-fl owing golf swing as he 
made it into the top-30 TOUR Championship 
in 2019, earning Rookie of the Year honours 
and a wild card for the Presidents Cup. His fi rst 
team experience under the capable tutelage of 
Els has since stirred the fi re in Im’s belly to 
help the Internationals secure what would only 
be a second win in the series since 1994.
“If we can win the Cup, this will become part 
of my career,” Im said. “There is only one time 
when the International Team won, so if I could 
be part of the team when we win the next time, 
it will mean a lot. I will make sure we try our 
best.” 
Im has no doubt the camaraderie and bond that 
have been built and strengthened over the last 
few years will serve the team’s quest to fi nally 
upstage the Americans. The International 
Team’s new logo, a shield which sees the 
various international fl ags incorporated for 
each team member, has also been a unifi er for 
a squad which is made up from multi-countries 
across the globe. 
Im will not trade his experience in 2019 for 
anything in the world, despite the tough loss 
to the U.S., led then by inspirational playing 

captain Tiger Woods, secured a dramatic 
come-from-behind victory in the fi nal day’s 
Singles. He intends to use the bitter defeat to 
fi re him up instead.
“Everyone cheering as one team is the most 
special moment for me from 2019,” said 
Im. “It was my fi rst Presidents Cup and it 
was a pretty impressive week for me and a 
great experience. I’m looking forward to the 
next one. Quail Hollow is not easy but our 
International Team will try their best and I will 
try my best. We have become much closer and 
comfortable with each other.” 
A victory for the International Team will 
no doubt be cherished by Im and the rest of 
the world which will make the trek to Quail 
Hollow, and he knows a successful week will 
also be atonement for Els.  “Ernie led our team 
so well in 2019 … we had a great team spirit 
and played as one team. And the International 
Team logo gave us motivation and helped 
unite us,” he said. 
“Before the Single matches, we were leading 
but unfortunately, we couldn’t hold the trophy 
at the end. We defi nitely had hopes to win and 
the match was pretty intense and tight. I hope 
we can do better and win the next one.”

A victory for the 
International Team will no 
doubt be cherished by Im 
and the rest of the world 
which will make the trek 
to Quail Hollow, and he 
knows a successful week 
will also be atonement 
for Els. Ernie led our team 
so well in 2019 … we had 
a great team spirit and 
played as one team.

Sungjae Im with Cameron Smith
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It was the fi rst PGA TOUR victory for Zalatoris, who moves 
to No. 1 in the FedExCup.
“Yeah, it’s kind of hard to say ‘about time’ when it’s your 

second year on TOUR, but about time,” said Zalatoris, who lost playoff s 
at the Farmers Insurance Open and PGA Championship this season, was 
T2 at the U.S. Open, and was the highest-ranked player without a TOUR 
win on his resume.
There was a shot Zalatoris kept struggling with – the do-or-die putt from 
5 to 15 feet with everything on the line – and the golf gods kept giving 
it to him. 
He saved par from 10 feet on the 72nd hole of regulation to make the 
playoff , and from 13 1/2 feet on a similar line on the second playoff  hole 
(also 18). Then, after a fraught decision to take an unplayable at the par-3 
11th hole – his tee shot had nestled up against a rock wall – he went back 
to the drop area, pitched to 7 feet, and converted yet again to end it. 
His eyes welled with tears, and he struggled to speak. All those times 
when he had congratulated someone else – eight top-10s this season, 
three runner-up fi nishes – it had all led to this. 
“I’m just so proud of him,” said Josh Gregory, his instructor, who was 
also in tears. “He gets scrutinized for his putting pretty badly and he’s a 
damn good putter. You can’t play as good as he does and not be a good 
putter, and to make those down the stretch was pretty awesome.
“I did say that,” Zalatoris, who grew up in the Bay Area before moving 
to Dallas, said sheepishly. “Yeah, you know, I’m a big Warriors fan 
and obviously Steph, he’s a Cal Club guy, he’s a pretty big inspiration 
obviously. I follow the Warriors like crazy and when he said that, it kind 
of related to kind of my journey so far.
“So being that close and then kind of being written off  here and there and 
then obviously fi nally pulling off , it was – I actually can’t believe I said 
that actually.”
He won despite struggling to an opening-round 71 – he overcame it with 
rounds of 63-65-66 – and despite having never before worked with his 

caddie, TOUR veteran Joel Stock.
Zalatoris was just two rounds into the Wyndham Championship, the fi nal 
week of the regular season, when he parted with caddie Ryan Goble, 
explaining that he didn’t want their travails on the course to impact their 
friendship. Goble, Zalatoris said, would remain a brother for life.
That said, the mid-tournament decision left one of the hottest young 
American players suddenly without a caddie, and Zalatoris, 25, leaned 
on his coach, Gregory, to carry the bag on the weekend at Sedgefi eld 
Country Club. Zalatoris fi nished T21, and now needed to make a decision 
on a more permanent caddie. Gregory said he heard from “about 50 guys 
who wanted the job.”
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WILL ZALATORIS CLAIMS HIS FIRST WIN AT FEDEX ST. JUDE

JOOHYUNG ‘TOM’ KIM WINS WYNDHAM CUP
Kim seems all but certain to play for the 
International Team after winning the Wyndham 
Championship by shooting a phenomenal 61 to 

complete a fi ve-shot victory on a week that began with a 
quadruple-bogey on his opening hole.
At the age of 20 years, 1 month and 17 days, Kim also is 
the second-youngest player to win on TOUR since World 
War II. Only Jordan Spieth was younger when he won for 
the fi rst time. Kim also is the fi rst player born in the 2000s 
to win on TOUR.When he accepted the gleaming silver 
Sam Snead Trophy, though, Kim took a more provincial 
approach, talking about one of his favorite basketball 
players, North Carolina native Michael Jordan.
“I watched ‘The Last Dance’ probably 10 times just 
because there’s so many great quotes by him and there’s 
a reason why he was the best basketball player,” Kim said 
of the documentary about Jordan’s time with the Chicago 
Bulls.
“To win somewhere where he’s from, it’s an honor. He’s 
not going to know it, but like for me, it’s a little special 
thing in my heart.”



Joe Biden, the 46th President of 
the United States of America, has 
accepted an invitation to be Honorary 

Chairman of the 2022 Presidents Cup 
when the competition returns to the United 
States for the 14th staging at Quail Hollow Club 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, September 20-25.
“We are thankful for President Biden’s 
acceptance of our invitation to serve as Honorary 
Chairman for the 2022 Presidents Cup with the 
event’s return to the United States,” said PGA 

TOUR Commissioner Jay Monahan. “The 
Presidents Cup has a long-standing tradition of 
hosting world leaders, spanning several decades 
and many countries across all party lines, and 
the addition of President Biden to that list of 
men and women will help promote and grow 
the event worldwide and further our eff orts in 
unifying people through the game of golf.”
President Biden is part of a distinguished group 
of world leaders who have previously held the 
position of Honorary Chairman at the Presidents 

Cup. The Presidents Cup, a team match play 
competition featuring 24 of the world’s top 
golfers - 12 from the United States and 12 
from around the world, excluding Europe – is 
held biennially, and since 1996 has alternated 
between the United States and international 
venues. The U.S. Team has won 11 of the 13 
previous Presidents Cups, and the only win by 
the International Team came at the 1998 event 
in Melbourne. A historic 17-17 tie came in 2003 
when the event was held in South Africa.

be able to play on the International Team, and 
hopefully I can be a good contribution,” said 
Kim. 
“I didn’t really think that this year I’d be able to 
play. I was pretty far away, and the last couple of 
months has really changed. It means a lot.” 
Captain Immelman is excited to have Kim join 
his International Team, who will be looking 
for only its second victory over the Americans 
at Quail Hollow next month. “As I look at the 
landscape of international golf, it is great to see 
so much young talent breaking through and right 
at the top of that list is Tom Kim. His incredible 
play this summer vaulted him into the top eight 
on our points list, and watching his Sunday 
performance at the Wyndham Championship 
give way to his fi rst victory on the PGA TOUR 
was a tremendous moment for the International 
Team, as well as our game. I can’t wait for him to 
bring his youthful energy to Quail Hollow Club.” 
The other top-8 automatic qualifi ers for the 
International Team are Cameron Smith, Joaquin 
Niemann, Corey Conners, Adam Scott and Mito 
Pereira while the top-6 qualifi ers for the U.S. 
are Patrick Cantlay, Justin Thomas, Xander 
Schauff ele, Sam Burns, Scottie Scheffl  er and 
Tony Finau. Immelman will make four captain’s 
picks early next month while his counterpart, 
Davis Love III will pick six players.
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PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN ACCEPTS ROLE AS HONORARY CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2022 PRESIDENTS CUP

Asian golf celebrated a record of three 
players advancing into the TOUR 
Championship following a fi nal day 

fl ourish by Korea’s K.H. Lee, who fi nished tied 
fi fth at the BMW Championship after a superb 
6-under 65 on Sunday.
Lee, who was heartbroken after missing the 
FedExCup Playoff s Finale by one rung last season, 
joins countryman Sungjae Im and Japanese star 
Hideki Matsuyama at East Lake Golf Club in 
Atlanta where the top-30 will battle for the PGA 
TOUR’s ultimate prize, the FedExCup. 
Rising star Joohyung “Tom” Kim failed to extend 
his dream run after fi nishing tied 54th at the 
BMW Championship to bow out of the Playoff s 
– dropping from 25th to 33rd in the standings – 
but it was still a Sunday to remember when the 
20-year-old offi  cially sealed a debut appearance 
for the International Team who will face the 
United States in the Presidents Cup next month. 
The 24-year-old Im qualifi ed for his fourth 
successive TOUR Championship (10th in the 
FedExCup standings) and second Presidents 
Cup appearances, while eight-time PGA TOUR 
winner Matsuyama (17th in the FedExCup) 
earned his ninth successive TOUR Championship 
and fi fth Presidents Cup appearances. 
Lee missed the International Team by one rung 
and will now rely on a captain’s pick. He was, 
however, relieved to qualify for the TOUR 
Championship after improving from 33rd to 26th 
position in the fi nal day of qualifying. “Honestly 
a lot of pressure this week. Last year I fi nished 
31st, so I didn’t want to be in the same spot this 
year. I mean, 31st is a really cruel spot. I was 
trying to not think about my position, just try my 
best. Really good start in the fi rst four holes, so 
that really helped,” said the 30-year-old Korean, 
who opened with four successive birdies at 
Wilmington Country Club. 
Following his hot start, Lee swapped one more 
birdie against a bogey on the 10th hole before 
fi nishing strongly with birdies on Hole Nos. 16 
and 17 from 12 feet and four feet respectively to 
punch his ticket to Atlanta. “I mean, so cool. Four 

days in a row, fi rst hole birdie, and then second 
hole birdie. Third, fourth ... already 4-under,” 
he said. “Maybe feels like my day. I tried to 
keep playing play well and then fi nished good. 
Defi nitely way more happy.” 
Lee, who successfully defended his AT&T 
Byron Nelson title in May, will start the TOUR 
Championship in 26th place at even par in the 
staggered tournament based on FedExCup 
positions following the BMW Championship. 
He will be 10 shots back of current leader Scottie 
Scheffl  er who regained his No. 1 spot with a tied 
third fi nish on Sunday. Im starts on 4-under while 
Matsuyama will begin at 2-under. 
Lee intends to put up a strong debut to give himself 
a chance of earning a pick for the Presidents Cup. 
“I want to ... I hope to play in the Presidents Cup. 
Also before, I had a little pressure on myself, but 
just myself, just trying to play well. If I get there, 
it’s going to be really an honour for me,” said Lee. 
Tom Kim, whose rapid rise on the PGA 
TOUR culminated with a win at the Wyndham 
Championship two weeks ago, will be the second 
youngest International Team player to compete 
in the Presidents Cup after Japan’s Ryo Ishikawa 
(2009/2011). “It’s crazy.  I can’t really believe I’ll 
be play in the Presidents Cup. It’s something I’ve 
dreamed of since I was a kid and I’ve watched it 
all the time, so it’s going to be exciting for me to 

KOREA’S KH LEE AND TOM KIM MAKE IT A DAY TO REMEMBER FOR ASIAN GOLF



whose dad passed away when he was 10 years 
old. When asked what his plans will be moving 
forward and how he will spend his winnings he 
said his mother would handle that.

Emerging Korean star Taehoon Ok 
holed a clutch fi ve-foot birdie putt on 
the last to beat his famous compatriot 

Bio Kim by one and land the International 
Series Korea at Lotte Skyhill Country Club – 
on Jeju Island.
After a fi erce battle down the stretch, Ok 
prevailed after carding a three-under-par 68, 
for a tournament total of 15 under par. Bio also 
came in with a 68.
American Trevor Simsby fi red a 67 for sole 
possession of third, one stroke further back.
It’s the fi rst time that Ok has triumphed in 
his fi ve-year professional career, and he was 
made to work right to the very end to secure it.
He started the day with a one-shot advantage 
and after making three birdies in a row from 
the 11th he had a two-shot lead and appeared 
on course for a comfortable victory.
However, moments after he missed 15-foot 
par putt on the par-three 17th, Bio, playing in 
the group ahead, holed a six-foot birdie putt on 
18 to tie the lead on 14 under.With a sudden-
death play-off  looking a strong possibility, Ok 
bravely responded by hitting a masterful third 
shot close in before confi dently holing out for 
a lifechanging victory, which also earned him 

IT’S ALL ‘OK’ AT INTERNATIONAL SERIES KOREA FOR RISING STAR

Nitithorn Thippong triumphed in 
the inaugural International Series 

Singapore today after one of the most 
dramatic fi nishes seen on the Asian Tour.After 
holing a brilliant pressure-packed 15-foot par 
saving putt on the par-fi ve 18th to take the 
clubhouse lead on 16 under Nitithorn, playing 
in the penultimate group, then had to wait and 
see if anyone in the last group – consisting 
of Malaysian Gavin Green, Chinese-Taipei’s 
Chan Shih-chang and Phachara Khongwatmai 
from Thailand – could catch him.
It proved to be a much longer wait then 
expected as the last group were forced off  the 
18th hole for 40 minutes because of lightning, 
with Chan on 16 under and Green one back.
When the action resumed Chan, who just 
before the weather delay had found water with 
his tee shot, made a double bogey while Green 
narrowly missed a 15-foot birdie putt.“This 
is fantastic, just fantastic,” said 25-year-old 
Nitithorn, who earned a lucrative cheque for 
US$270,000.“I cannot describe my feelings 
right now. I have practiced so hard for this. I hit 
lot of greens this week and had a lot of birdie 
putts. I think my mentality was great. I did 
not think about the score, just the process.”He 
closed with a bogey-free three-under-par 69 to 

beat Green, Phachara and Richard T. Lee from 
Canada by one shot. Green and Phachara both 
fi red 71s, while Lee returned a 67

He added: “It has just been a dream season so 
far, and to win an International Series event is 
unbelievable.” 
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NITITHORN PREVAILS AFTER THRILLING CONCLUSION

a cheque for US$270,000. “I asked my caddie 
on 17 if he really thought I can birdie 18 and 
he said, ‘go for it’,” said the 23 year old.
“This win is for my father,” added a tearful Ok, 



Dar Essalam, in Rabat, from November 3-6, 
before going on to the International Series 
Egypt the following week, at Madinaty Golf 
Club, in Cairo, from November 10-13.
Both events will boast prize money of 
US$1.5 million and play a key role in 
determining the Asian Tour Order of Merit 
champion, as well as the International Series 
money list winner.
The Asian Tour season is due to be 
completed in the month of December with 
several additional events to be announced in 
due course.
“This has been an unprecedented season 
and we are delighted to be able to announce 
exciting news about the Asian Tour’s fi rst 
visit to North Africa,” said Cho Minn Thant, 
Commissioner and CEO, Asian Tour.
“The International Series Morocco and 
International Series Egypt are two spectacular 
additions to our schedule that will provide 
our members with a unique opportunity to 
compete somewhere new while allowing the 
Tour to broaden its reach.” 
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The Asian Tour’s ground-breaking 
International Series gathers further 
momentum with two more tournaments 

added to the schedule, in two of the most 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES STOPS IN MOROCCO AND EGYPT

exciting and exotic destinations it has ever 
visited, Morocco and Egypt.
The Tour will fi rst travel to the International 
Series Morocco, to be played at Royal Golf 

New ground will be broken this year when the 
Asian Development Tour (ADT) visits Saudi 
Arabia for the fi rst time. Boasting a prize fund 

of US$75,000, Golf Saudi-managed Riyadh Golf 
Club will play host to the inaugural Saudi Open from 
December 8-10. As well as highlighting the ADT’s 
rapid expansion this year, the event is a further sign 
of the strengthening of ties between the Asian Tour 
and Golf Saudi.
Last year, Golf Saudi entered a 10-year partnership 
with the Asian Tour.  
Majed Al Sorour, Golf Saudi’s Deputy Chairman 
and Chief Executive Offi  cer, said: “We’re delighted 
to extend and deepen our ties with the Asian Tour, a 
key strategic partner for us. We’re especially pleased 
that Riyadh Golf Club will be the venue for the Saudi 
Open on the Asian Development Tour.”  
Managed by Golf Saudi and playing to a par of 72, 
the Riyadh Golf Club is 20 minutes from Riyadh city 
centre. The course, opened in 2005, is characterised 
by undulating terrain, wide fairways and manicured 
greens.  
Cho Minn Thant, Commissioner and CEO, Asian 
Tour, said: “Providing playing opportunities for our 
members has always been a prime objective for us. 
I’m delighted, therefore, that we’re able to further 
bolster the ADT schedule this year with the addition 
of the Saudi Open.” 

SAUDI OPEN TO DEBUT ON EXPANDING ADT 
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FERGUSON SECURES WIRE-TO-WIRE WIN IN NORTHERN IRELAND

SCHOTT SECURES MAIDEN 
VICTORY IN DENMARK

Freddy Schott moved to the top of the 
Road to Mallorca Rankings as a one 

over par round of 73 was enough to secure 
a three stroke victory at the Frederikshavn 
Challenge – presented by HESSEL.
The German experienced a rollercoaster front 
nine as he countered three dropped shots with 
a trio of birdies, but managed to keep the fi eld 
at arm’s length to fi nish on 17 under par, with 
countryman Nick Bachem and Sweden’s Simon 
Forsström fi nishing in a tie for second on 14 
under.
The 21-year-old began the year with only 
limited status on the Road to Mallorca, relying 
on Monday Qualifying during the South 
African Swing, but his future is now secure 
after moving to the Number One spot on the 
Rankings following victory at Frederikshavn 
Golfklub.
“It’s unreal, I’m still speechless,” he said. “I 

don’t know what to think, I don’t know what 
to say. I’ve been thinking about this for so long 
now and I’m just so relieved that it’s fi nally 
happened now.
“My top tens got me into the following week, 
where I wouldn’t have been in with my 
category, so to fi nally get that winner’s category 
is amazing. The trend was upwards but I’m just 
very happy to get it done.”
Schott has heaped praise on his caddie, Colin, 
throughout the week and continued to do so 
after their fi rst victory as a duo was confi rmed.

“He is unbelievable,” Schott said. “He just 
started back this week and he gave me a message 
on Monday saying ‘hey brother, don’t worry, 
we’re going to get two wins before October!’ I 
said to him that I wasn’t sure but he told me to 
trust him. He’s such a positive man on my side 
and words cannot describe how he is for me.”
England’s Nathan Kimsey became the sixth 
person to share the course record as his seven 
under par round of 65 was enough to claim a 
share of fourth place alongside Swede Martin 
Eriksson on 13 under par.

Ewen Ferguson went wire-to-wire at the ISPS HANDA World Invitational 
presented by AVIV Clinics as he won his second DP World Tour title.

The Scotsman, who secured a maiden victory at the Commercial Bank 
Qatar Masters in March, held off  the challenge of close friend Connor Syme and 
Spaniard Borja Virto as he carded a one under par 69 to win by three strokes.
The 26-year-old led from the front after setting a new course record of 61, nine 
under par, at Galgorm Castle Golf Club in the fi rst round of the innovative 
event, but it was a gutsy fi nal day performance that saw him over the line. He 
played the front nine level par after two birdies and two bogeys and then parred 
his fi nal eight holes after his third gain of the day on the tenth to reach 12 under. 
With his victory, he becomes the fi rst Scotsman since Paul Lawrie in 2012 to 
win multiple times on the DP World Tour in a single season.
Virto was Ferguson’s nearest challenger down the stretch, but had to settle for 
a share of second with Syme after dropping two shots on his fi nal fi ve holes. 
Conversely, Syme birdied three of his closing four holes as he recorded his 
second successive runner-up fi nish after last week’s Cazoo Open presented by 
Gareth Bale.
Renato Paratore carded a six under par 64 to share fourth place, building on 
his T3 result at Celtic Manor last week. He was joined on eight under par by 
2021 Challenge Tour Number One Marcus Helligkilde and Englishman Richard 
Mansell.
In the women’s event Sweden’s Maja Stark carded course record ten under par 
63 as she stormed to a fi ve-stroke victory, earning her fi rst LPGA Tour title and 
third win of the year. The 22-year-old fi nished on 20 under par, fi ve strokes 
ahead of Allisen Corpuz of the United States.

Venue: Galgorm Castle Golf Club & Massereene Golf Club, Co. Antrim, Northern Ireland
Prize Fund: US$1,500,000

Tournament: Frederikshavn 
Challenge - presented by 
HESSEL
Venue: Frederikshavn Golfklub, 
Frederikshavn, Denmark



Emilio Cuartero Blanco produced a 
grandstand fi nish to secure his second 

European Challenge Tour title at the 
Dormy Open.
The Spaniard entered the fi nal day at Österåkers 

Golfklubb two shots off  the lead but posted a 
closing fi ve under par round of 67, including 
an eagle on the 16th and a birdie on the fi nal 
hole, to reach 15 under par and move one clear 
of Switzerland’s Jeremy Freiburghaus, who 

fi nished second on 14 under.
The 31-year-old was delighted to add the 
Dormy Open title to his 2019 Irish Challenge 
victory, and it was made extra special with his 
parents, sister, and girlfriend in attendance this 
week.
“This is my second win and I’m so overwhelmed 
right now,” he said. “I’ve put a lot of pressure 
on myself to win this year and I am so relieved 
because I have put in a lot of hard work. I got 
a couple of good breaks at the end and it’s a 
game of inches at the end of the day.
“I had a long putt for eagle on 16 and decided 
to hit it fi rmly. Luckily it hit the centre off  the 
pin and dropped in. On 18, I had no idea that 
I needed a birdie to win. I hit a three-wood to 
make sure I was in the middle of the fairway 
and then hit my approach to the right of the 
green. It worked out very well and I am so 
happy.”
Dutchman Koen Kouwenaar and Germany’s 
Max Schmitt posted seven under par rounds of 
65 to claim a share of third place on 13 under par 
alongside overnight leader Lauri Ruuska.
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Venue: Galgorm Castle Golf Club & Massereene Golf Club, Co. Antrim, Northern Ireland
Prize Fund: US$1,500,000

Max Kieff er ended a nine-year wait for his maiden DP World 
Tour title as he triumphed at the D+D REAL Czech Masters.

The German, making his 249th appearance on the DP World Tour, 
carded a six under par fi nal round 66 to fi nish one stroke ahead of 
Gavin Green at Albatross Golf Resort.
Kieff er started the day four strokes behind Green, who led after 36 
holes as the tournament was reduced to three rounds due to heavy rain 
on Saturday. He made a fast start with six birdies in his fi rst 11 holes 
and recovered from a bogey on 15 with his seventh gain of the day on 
the 17th hole as he took the lead for the fi rst time on 16 under.
The 32-year-old had previously fi nished runner-up on four occasions, 
losing out in two play-off s, one of which was decided after a marathon 
nine holes in his rookie season in 2013. Extra holes were on the horizon 
as Green, who was one under par for the day, was just one stroke back 
as he played the 18th hole.
The Malaysian stuck his approach shot to ten feet but his birdie 
putt agonisingly lipped out, handing Kieff er his fi rst victory and his 
nation’s fi rst DP World Tour title since Marcel Siem won the BMW 
Masters in 2014.
Green recorded his best fi nish on the DP World Tour since 2017 as he 
fi nished second on 15 under par, while South Africa’s Louis De Jager 
and Finland’s Tapio Pulkkanen, who was runner-up at this event last 
year, shared third on 14 under.Max Kieff er ended a nine-year wait for 
his maiden DP World Tour title as he triumphed at the D+D REAL 
Czech Masters.
The German, making his 249th appearance on the DP World Tour, 

KIEFFER CLAIMS MAIDEN TITLE 

carded a six under par fi nal round 66 to fi nish one stroke ahead of 
Gavin Green at Albatross Golf Resort.
Kieff er started the day four strokes behind Green, who led after 36 
holes as the tournament was reduced to three rounds due to heavy rain 
on Saturday. He made a fast start with six birdies in his fi rst 11 holes 
and recovered from a bogey on 15 with his seventh gain of the day on 
the 17th hole as he took the lead for the fi rst time on 16 under.

CUARTERO BLANCO PRODUCES GRANDSTAND FINISH TO WIN IN SWEDEN
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LINDBERG CLAIMS MAIDEN VICTORY ON HOME SOIL
Mikael Lindberg took a huge step 
towards securing his DP World Tour 

card for 2023 by winning his fi rst European 
Challenge Tour title at the Indoor Golf Group 
Challenge.
The Swede posted a closing fi ve under par 
round of 66 to win by three on 17 under par 
with Denmark’s Nicolai Tinning, Englishman 
Steven Tiley and France’s Robin Sciot-
Siegrist sharing second place on 14 under par.
Lindberg’s consistent campaign had yielded 
four top tens before this week at Allerum 
Golfklubb but he has now moved to 11th on 
the Road to Mallorca Rankings following his 
dream breakthrough victory and has one hand 
on a DP World Tour card for 2023.
“I don’t know what to say, it’s been a long 
week and to be standing here as a champion 
is a dream come true, it’s amazing,” he said.
“It means the world to me. Indoor Golf Group 
have been a big part of my golfi ng career. 
They believe in me, which means the world 
to me, and to be able to win their tournament 
is very special.”
The Indoor Golf Group Challenge was reduced 
to 54 holes due to heavy rainfall on Saturday, 
meaning Lindberg was forced to resume his 
third round on Sunday after completing only 

one hole, which he bogeyed.
Tiley’s tie for second place is his best fi nish 
since his victory at Le Vaudreuil Golf 
Challenge in 2019, while Tinning’s share of 
the runner-up spot is his career-best. Swedish 
duo Christopher Feldborg Nielsen and Jakob 
Hansson shared fi fth place on 13 under par 

with Norway’s Kristian Krogh Johannessen, 
while another Swede in Simon Forsström was 
a shot further back in eighth.
German pair Alex Knappe and Velten Meyer, 
France’s Gary Stal and England’s Jordan 
Wrisdale completed the top ten by sharing 
ninth on 11 under par.

LAWRENCE CROWNED KING OF THE MOUNTAINS AFTER PLAY-OFF WIN

Thriston Lawrence claimed his second 
DP World Tour title of the season after 

beating Matt Wallace in a play-off  at the 
Omega European Masters.
The South African began the day with a 
three-shot lead but was caught at the summit 
after 16 holes by a charging Wallace at Golf 
Club Crans-sur-Sierre. 
With Wallace unable to save par at the fi rst 
extra hole, a four was good enough to hand 
Lawrence victory on his maiden visit to 
Crans Montana, sparking jubilant scenes on 
the 18th green.The 25-year-old, who was the 
fi rst winner of the DP World Tour era at the 
Joburg Open in November after that event 
was reduced to 36 holes, made four birdies, 
a double bogey and a bogey to sign for a 
closing 69.He said “All of the history around 
this tournament, looking at Seve there twice, 
1977, 78, I wasn’t even born yet. Just crazy 
to see the history around this tournament. It’s 
my fi rst time here and its probably one of my 
favourite weeks. Defi nitely coming back, it’s 
been amazing.”

Wallace, meanwhile, posted a bogey-free 
66 to fi nish two shots ahead of fellow 
Englishman Richard Mansell in third on 

16 under par. Frenchman Antoine Rozner, 
Spain’s Jorge Campillo and Scott Jamieson of 
Scotland were then a shot further back.

Venue: Golf Club Crans-sur-Sierre, Crans Montana, Switzerland
Prize Fund: €2,000,000
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Rookie professional Riki Kawamoto 
birdied the fi nal hole to capture his 
breakthrough victory at the Sansan KBC 

Augusta on Sunday.
The 22-year-old, who earned a start at the Keya 
Golf Club through a sponsor’s invite, closed with 
two-under-par 70 to fi nish the week at 17-under 
272.
It was good enough for Kawamoto to edge 
penultimate stage leader Sang Hee Lee of South 
Korea by one stroke after the latter battled to a 
72.
The feat made Kawamoto the youngest winner 
since the tournament’s inception in 1973, 
bettering the record set by Yuta Ikeda when he 
won the 2009 edition at 23.
A delighted Kawamoto has dedicated his win to 
his sister Yui, a one-time JLPGA Tour winner, 
who turns 24 tomorrow.
“It was my fi rst time playing in the last group on 
the fi nal day since I became a professional, and I 
didn’t know it would be such a tough battle,” said 
Kawamoto, who had previously impressed with a 
tied-fi fth fi nish at the Japan Open in 2020.
“I’m so happy. Tomorrow is my sister’s birthday, 
so I think this is a good present for her!” 
Starting the day one shot adrift Lee, Kawamoto 
dropped two early bogeys on holes four and fi ve 
but responded strongly with birdies on six, nine, 

10 and 12 to open a four-shot advantage at one 
point.
Like his playing partner, Lee too bogeyed 
the same two holes before conceding another 
stroke on 11.
Lee attempted a comeback by birdieing three 
times on the four-hole stretch starting from 13 
to draw level with Kawamoto, who bogeyed 
the 16, but he failed to make further ground in 
the last two holes.
Lee’s hopes of forcing a playoff  with 
Kawamoto went up in smoke when the latter 
buried the birdie putt to seal a sensational win 
on his only 15th JGTO start.
Lee lamented that nerves got the better of him.
“My driver was bad today and I couldn’t keep 
the ball on the fairway,” said Lee, a four-time 
Korean Tour winner.
“I was really nervous and couldn’t concentrate. 
But it was really a joy to be surrounded by huge 
galleries. It feels good to have a lot of support.
“I will try my best in the next tournament and 
keep knocking on the door for a win. It’s a big 
goal of mine to win in Japan and I want to realise 
it.”
Apart from a well-deserved ¥20,000,000 windfall, 
Kawamoto’s biggest reward is none other than a 
two-year full exemption through 2024.

This will surely put a smile on his face after failing 
to win his Tour card through the Qualifying 
Tournament.
Hyun Woo Ryu emerged as the second-best 
international fi nisher after shooting a 69 for a 
12-under total to tie for fourth.
Four shots given away in the opening seven holes 
put paid to Scott Vincent’s hopes to defend his 
title.
The Zimbabwean ended his campaign with a 
disappointing 76 to be tied for 12th on nine-over 
overall.

ON THE JAPAN TOUR

Hiroshi Iwata reclaimed the Shigeo 
Nagashima Invitational Sega Sammy 
Cup after seven years after carding 

a superb fi nal round of fi ve-under-par 67 at 
the North Country Golf Club in Hokkaido on 
Sunday.
The 41-year-old fended off  the spirited challenge 
from Tomoharu Otsuki, who fi red a 65, to beat 
the latter by two shots with a 19-under-par 
269 total, becoming the only second multiple 
winner of the tournament after Ryo Ishikawa 
(2014 and 2019).
Takumi Kanaya shot a 69 to fi nish outright third 
while Ishikawa, Ryuto Tokimatsu, Ryutaro 
Nagano and Junya Kameshiro were tied for 
fourth on 11-under 277s.
Australian Brad Kennedy, the 2018 champion, 
emerged as the best international fi nisher after 
closing with a 70 for a share of 14th on 280.
Iwata was elated after lifting the fourth title of 
his JGTO career, making up on the earlier miss 
at the Diamond Cup and the Crowns, which he 
fi nished third and tied second respectively. 
“It’s been seven years since I last won here. The 
fi rst win one was a come-from-behind victory, 
so I’m happy that I started in the lead this time 

and won,” said Iwata.
“It was really disappointing to fi nish 
second in the Diamond Cup this year, 
and then I also missed out on The Open 
qualifi cation as well as missing the US 
Open qualifi ers cut through the playoff .
“I’m thinking of getting better every 
single day, it feels great to be back as the 
champion.”
Although he never relinquished the lead 
held overnight, Iwata was relieved to 
have survived a remarkable comeback 
staged by Otsuki, who pressured him 
from start until the fi nal hole. Iwata had 
six birdies, including at the fi nal hole, 
against one bogey while Otsuki reeled off  
nine birdies.
Otsuki, however, was let down by a costly 
double bogey at the par-four 14th.
“I approached today’s round with the same 
feeling as yesterday,” said Iwata.
“I drove the ball terribly from the tee today, I 
only hit fairway twice at the 1st and 18th holes. 
But my putting bailed me out today, I converted 
80% of them.
“Otsuki-san improved his score tremendously, 

he really gave me a hard time today.
Kennedy is meanwhile taking plenty of positives 
despite failing to mount a strong challenge this 
week.
“I hit a lot of fairways, from the tee it’s really 
good. Just really need to work on my yardages 
and give myself chances from inside ten 
feet, which I didn’t do this week,” said the 
48-year-old.
“Finishing 14th, but a lot of positives on this 
golf course that I love.”

IWATA MAKES TRIUMPHANT RETURN TO THE WINNER’S CIRCLE

KAWAMOTO SEALS MAIDEN VICTORY IN SANSAN KBC AUGUSTA
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BIO KIM

Bio Kim made his Asian Tour debut 
at the GS Caltex Maekyung Open 
in Korea in 2007 when he finished 

tied fourth as an amateur. He would 
better this result at the same event 
the following year when he tied for 
third while still playing as an amateur.

And appropriately his first win on 
the Asian Tour came at the same 
tournament in May, 2022. He did 
win the event in 2012, but it wasn’t 
part of the Asian Tour then. Kim first 
became a member of the Asian Tour 
in 2020 after finishing equal fifth at 
Qualifying School.

After the Asian Tour restarted in late 
2021, he impressively posted seven 
top-10 finishes in nine events, with 
a tied second at the Laguna Phuket 
Championship (2021) his best, before 
a popular victory in the Maekyung 
event.

SIHWAN KIM

Sihwan Kim finally secured his first victory 
as a professional after over a decade long 
wait when he claimed the International 

Series Thailand at Black Mountain Golf Club 
in March 2022. He had been in the final 
pairing on Sunday at his previous six Asian 
Tour events before finally getting the monkey 
off his back.

Prior to the win Kim, who turned professional 
in 2011, had recorded eight top-four results 
on the Asian Tour since 2018, including 
two runner-up finishes. And his victory was 
the culmination of a fine run of form which 
had seen him finish joint fourth at the Blue 
Canyon Phuket Championship, fourth in the 
SMBC Singapore Open, and tied second in 
the Royal’s Cup.

Boosted by the confidence of his maiden 
win he won again in Thailand the following 
month at the Trust Golf Asian Mixed 
Stableford Challenge in Pattaya. The Korean-
born American, who lives in California, played 
his college career at Stanford University from 
2007-2011, and was there at the same time 
as Michelle Wie. He also claimed the US 
Junior Amateur in 2004.

NITITHORN THIPPONG

Nitithorn Thippong established 
himself as one of the most 
exciting young players on the 

Asian Tour with two brilliant wins 
in 2022, first at The DGC Open 
presented by Mastercard in March, 
where he beat India’s Ajeetesh 
Sandhu in a play- off, before 
winning the International Series 
Singapore in August.

Nitithorn, nicknamed ‘Fever’, 
first rose to prominence in 2018, 
when he claimed the PGM Penang 
Championship on the Asian 
Development Tour.

KNOW THE
TOP PLAYERS
ON THE TOURS
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MATT FITZPATRICK

Won his first Major Championship at the 
2022 U.S. Open at The Country Club, 
Brookline, nine years after winning the 

U.S. Amateur Championship at the same venue, 
becoming just the second golfer next to Jack 
Nicklaus to win the U.S. Open and U.S. Amateur 
on the same golf course.

Fitzpatrick turned professional in 2014 after a 
glittering amateur career in which he won the 
Boys Amateur Championship (2012), the U.S. 
Amateur Championship (2013), reached the 
rank of World Amateur Number One, won the 
SIlver Medal as low amateur at the 2013 Open 
Championship and represented GB&I in the 
Walker Cup in 2013.

He earned his DP World Tour card for 2015 
through Qualifying School and registered his 
first victory in his rookie season at the British 
Masters supported by Sky Sports at Woburn.

Won twice in 2016 at the Nordea Masters and 
DP World Tour Championship, Dubai, triumphs 
which helped secure a debut Ryder Cup 
appearance later that year at Hazeltine National.

Claimed his fourth victory at 23 years and 
nine days with his win at the 2017 Omega 
European Masters, and followed that up by 
successfully defending his title at Crans-sur-Sierre 
in 2018 thanks to a play-off victory over Lucas 
Bjerregaard.

Won his first Rolex Series title in 2020 as he 
triumphed at the season-ending DP World Tour 
Championship, Dubai for a second time and 
would finish a career-high second on the Race 
to Dubai Rankings Presented by Rolex.

Earned his seventh DP World Tour title at the 
iconic Real Club Valderrama, winning by three 
strokes at the Estrella Damm N.A. Andalucía 
Masters, less than a month after his second 
Ryder Cup appearance at Whistling Straits.

RORY MCILROY

One of the most successful European 
players of the modern era, he has been 
crowned Race to Dubai champion three 

times (2012, 2014, 2015) and played a key 
role in six Ryder Cup appearances - with 
four wins.

Has won 14 European Tour events, 
including four Major Championships – the 
2011 U.S. Open, the 2012 and 2014 US 
PGA Championships and the 2014 Open 
Championship.

First reached World Number One in March 
2012 and has spent a total of 95 weeks at 
the top of the Official World Golf Ranking.

In 2015 he began a four-year stint hosting 
the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open and secured 
a memorable victory in the event in 2016 
at The K Club.

In addition to his Major Championship 
success, McIlroy has won three World Golf 
Championships events and the PGA TOUR’s 
season-long FedEx Cup on two occasions, 
most recently in 2019.

Elected chairman of the PGA TOUR’s Player 
Advisory Council for the 2021 calendar 
year, went on to win his 19th PGA TOUR 
title at the Wells Fargo Championship a 
few months later. He then reached the 
milestone of 20 PGA TOUR victories in 
2021 with his win at the CJ Cup at Summit.

Born in Holywood, County Down, he was 
introduced to the game by father Gerry at 
a young age.

Enjoyed a glittering amateur career during 
which he reached the top of the World 
Amateur Rankings before finishing third 
in his second event as a professional at 
the Alfred Dunhill Links Championship, 
becoming the then-youngest and quickest 
Affiliate Member to secure his card.

WILL ZALATORIS

Announced himself to the 
professional golfing world in 
2020 after finishing in a share 

of sixth place at the U.S. Open. 
The following year the 25-year-
old finished one stroke behind 
Hideki Matsuyama at the Masters 
Tournament and was voted PGA 
TOUR Rookie of the Year for the 
2020-21 season.

His runner-up finish at the 2021 
Masters was the first of three 
second place results in just ten 
Major starts to date and this year 
he was runner-up at both the U.S. 
Open and US PGA Championship, 
losing to Justin Thomas in a play-off 
at Southern Hills.

Won his maiden PGA TOUR 
title at the 2022 FedEx St Jude 
Championship, defeating Sepp 
Straka in a thrilling three-hole play-
off at TPC Southwind.
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joins a winners’ list that includes major 
champions Georgia Hall and Anna Nordqvist 
and, more recently, Pia Babnik, already a two-
time winner on the Ladies’ European Tour. 
Woad follows the last English winner, Lily 
May Humphreys, in 2017.

great to see them mix and compete together in a 
team environment.”
Ireland’s women won the women’s competition 
with two points from three while England also 
won the men’s competition.
“It was heartbreaking to miss out on the 
combined because we really came together 
as one team this week. It’s hard to miss out 
by such a small margin,” said Ireland captain 
Naoimh Quigg on losing by just one point.
“It has been an amazing few days. I’m delighted 
to see the girls win that title. This group has 
come through the ranks together from junior 
into senior and have worked very hard so I am 
pleased to see them get that reward.”
In the day’s other match Wales edged out 
Scotland 11-10, a result which saw them fi nish 
third in the combined standings with Scotland 
ending the event without a victory.

A determined singles performance from 
England saw them edge out Ireland to top 
the standings in the fi rst-ever combined 

team format for men and women in the R&A 
Home Internationals at Ballyliffi  n.
Trailing 4-3 from the morning foursomes, 
England responded by winning six of the 14 
singles, halving four more and losing just four 
to edge out the home side 11-10.
The important victories in windy County 
Donegal conditions came from Lottie Wood, 
Hannah Screen, Oliv Huggins, Josh Berry, 
Harley Smith and Jack Bingham.
England captain Becca Hembrough was 
understandably delighted with the performance, 
hailing the resolve of her charges who lost none 
of the six matches that went the distance.
“An incredible performance especially from 
those early matches,” said Hembrough.
“Early on in the singles it didn’t look so good 
but they just kept fi ghting and to turn a couple 
of those matches into halves and a couple into 
wins – it was just amazing.
“They dug deep and they kept hitting quality 
golf shots. It was a tough fi nish, with some 
tough pin positions over the last few holes. I am 
incredibly proud of them.”
Ireland began the day in pole position, knowing 
a win or even a draw would see them secure the 
title but England were never going to go down 
without a fi ght.
Hembrough added, “This group of players 
did not need any motivational words after this 
morning. They wanted to win. That is what they 
want to do when they play for England. They 

ENGLAND WIN R&A MEN’S AND WOMEN’S HOME INTERNATIONALS 

were fi red up, no words were needed. To be 
trailing going into the singles was all that was 
needed really.
“If you look to the lads who went out fi rst, Sam 
Bairstow and Aaron Edwards Hill. To do what 
they did in the foursomes (they won 3&2) and 
then go out in those fi rst singles matches and 
just fi ght right to the end (they both halved their 
matches) that was a standout today.”
Hembrough also backed the format change, 
seeing it as a signifi cant development.
She added; “From my perspective, it was 
fantastic for the women to share the same stage 
as the men. That has been a huge positive to 
come from this event.
“Yes it’s new, yes there have been some 
logistical challenges but that aside I can only 
see this as positive. They are all quality golfers. 
They are the best in the countries. It has been 

Lottie Woad and Albert Hansson were 
crowned Girls’ and Boys’ Amateur 
champions on a historic day at Carnoustie.

In the 36-hole fi nals, England’s Woad defeated 
Cayetana Fernandez Garcia-Poggio from 
Spain 7&6 to win the 93rd Girls’ Amateur 
Championship. In the all-Swedish showdown 
between good friends, Hansson overcame 
Didrik Ringvall Bengtsson 2&1 to win the 
95th Boys’ Amateur Championship.
Woad was six-under-par for her 12 holes in 
the afternoon to ease to victory, while Hansson 
fought back from three down with eight to play 
to triumph.
It was a day for the history books over 
the famous Angus links as the fi nals were 
played alongside each other for the fi rst time. 
Hansson, 18, who attends the same school 

WOAD AND HANSSON WIN HISTORIC GIRLS’ AND BOYS’ AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS

in Helsinborg as Ringvall Bengtsson, joins a 
roll of honour that includes Matt Fitzpatrick, 
Sergio Garcia and Jose Maria Olazabal and 
is the fi rst Swedish winner since Marcus 
Svensson in 2015.
Woad, 18, a member at Farnham in Surrey, 
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1: SLOPE DISTORTION
TRUST YOUR YARDAGE,
NOT YOUR EYES

Colt routed this par 3 across 
a valley – a not uncommon 
setting for a short hole. 
Gradients, both downhill 
and uphill, can skew depth 
perception, lulling you into 
seeing the shot as either 
longer or shorter than it 
actually is. On holes like this, 
it is more important than 
ever to work out a cold, hard 
yardage – either through a 
Distance Measuring Device 
(DMD) or the tee plates – 
and trust it. 

2: ELEVATION CHANGES
MASTER THE UPS
AND DOWNS

As well as presenting a great 
view of the green, this elevated 
tee creates a slight downhill 
shot. It is rare that the par-3 
tee is at the same height as 
the green. This is important 
for clubbing, because you 
broadly need to add a yard to 
the shot length for every yard 
the green is above the tee, and 
subtract one for every yard it is 
below. While many DMDs can 
calculate elevation changes, 
this feature must be turned off 
for competition under Rule 4.3.

T his is the beautiful par-3 17th 
at the Harry Colt-designed 
Calcot Park in Reading. As 

anyone who has played Rye or 
Sunningdale New will know, Colt 
had a particular genius for par 3s. 
His short holes were typically 
challenging but playable, drawing 
on subtlety and angled bunker 
clusters, rather than brute length for 

protection. A master strategist, Colt 
wanted his holes to demand as 
much brain power as swing power. It 
is interesting how this particular 
hole, which demands accurate 
judgement of distance, employs a 
series of tactics to challenge it. 
Decode this hole – and others like it 
– by addressing these five 
elements.

Play smart
PAR-3 TEE SHOT

Learn from world’s professionalPLAY BETTER
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4: BUNKER FRAMING
CONSIDER YOUR
SAND STRATEGY

With some of the mosy 
heavily-bunkered green 
complexes on the course, par 
3 strategy often comes down 
to sand placement. This green 
– more heavily protected 
and narrower at the front, 
but wider and offering more 
margin for error further back 
– follows a common par-3 
pattern. This is why, very 
often, taking one extra club 
and playing for the back of the 
green makes a lot of sense for 
the club player.   

5: WIND IMPACT
ALLOW FOR THE GUSTS

Calcot Park is an undulating 
course and Colt placed this 
17th tee pretty much at its 
highest point – especially off 
this raised back tee. As such, 
it is quite exposed and more 
wind-affected than other 
parts of the course. On blowy 
days, always place the hole in 
the context of the landscape 
to assess how much your shot 
will be affected… and use the 
flag and greenside trees to 
fine-tune how much you need 
to take wind into account.

3: GRADIENTS
BEWARE THE
HIGH SIDE

Colt liked to work his greens 
into the lie of the land. This 
is a great example, the green 
shelving on natural contours 
from higher right to lower 
left. From the tee, always 
assess the lie of the land 
around the green. Alarm 
bells should start ringing if 
the pin is cut towards the 
higher side – as it is here 
– because it makes for an 
almost impossible up-and-
down from that side. In these 
cases, shift your focus to the 
safe, lower side of the green.

TOP 50 TEACHER Gareth Johnston
Berkshire PGA Professional and 

Director of Golf at Calcot Park
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GOLF STANCE START
Stand in your golfing posture, 
feet shoulder-width apart 
and knees comfortably flexed. 
Make sure you feel balanced, 
weight down under the centre 
of both feet. 

LEG WORK
Criss-cross your arms on 
your chest. Now increase 
your golfing posture into 
a squat, making sure your 
weight remains centred and 
balanced.

TAKE A LEAP
From the squat spring 
upwards, as high as 
you can. Repeat this 
several times. You will 
start 
to feel how a deeper 
squat allows a more 
vigorous spring, and a 
higher jump.

D e e p e r,  h i g h e r
This is effectively 
Ground Reaction 
Force at work. The 
more pressure you 
apply to the ground 
through your feet 
during the squat, 
the more the ground 
resists you and the 
higher your capacity 
to push off against it. 
The speed and height 
of your jump is in 
direct relation to the 
force you apply to the 
ground.

Power game
GROUND FORCE
G round reaction 

force has been 
acknowledged since 

Newton announced his 
laws of motion, but it has 
only come into the golfi ng 
lexicon relatively recently 
– usually in an attempt to 
explain how today’s 
power-hitting tour 
professionals send the 

ball so far. We do not 
need to get bogged down 
in the science of GRF; but 
if we grasp that by using 
the ground’s resistance 
we can create more swing 
force, we can start to use 
it in our techniques. Here 
is the simple explanation 
and a couple of drills you 
might like to try.  

DRILL 1: SQUAT THRUST
To understand how the ground can create power, 
let’s look at a simple standing jump

Learn from world’s professionalPLAY BETTER
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Repeat with your driver
Once you’ve got the hang of this squatting, spinning and 
jumping motion, try it with your driver… though leave a golf 
ball out for now. Swing back, feeling that low, squatting 
rotation and increased ground pressure…

Turn and press
Cross your arms again and take your golf stance. But this time, 
as you squat down, rotate your chest away from the “target”. 
Allow some extra flex in your legs, and feel a loss of height as 
you compress against the ground. Above all, feel increased 
pressure on the ground, down through your feet.

Power through
… then, as before, push up and rotate as hard as you can to drive 
the downswing and deliver the club. Don’t restrict yourself with 
thoughts of control or precision; stay focused on creating power and 
speed through pushing against the ground. Finally, when you begin 
to feel more comfortable with the move, add a ball. 

Up and out
From that rotated squat position, use the ground pressure you’ve 
create to spin up and around, as high and as fast as possible. It 
will take a few goes until you feel you’ve co-ordinated the move, 
but persevere and you’ll begin to feel how the ground can help you 
develop a truly dynamic rotational move. 

2

4

1

3

DRILL 2: 
ADD 
ROTATION
Although it might not 
look like it, this 
squat-and-jump motion 
is essentially the one 
golfers like Brooks 
Koepka and Rory 
McIlroy use to propel 
the golf ball so far. Of 
course, they use it as 
part of a rotational 
movement. So let’s do 
the same with the squat 
drill to bring the motion 
closer to golf. 

TOP 50 TEACHER Ben Emerson 
P G A Bowood, Wilts, Head P G A Professional 

and Advanced TPI Golf Instructor.
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Score zone
SIMPLE SHANK 
SAVIOUR
When you have an attack of 

the short game shanks, it 
can feel as if there is 

nothing you can do to solve the 
problem. But very often, becoming 
more conscious of the element 
that causes the shot – the impact 
strike point on the club – can cut 
through the turmoil and get you 
finding the centre of the face 
again. The next time you are 
afflicted, try this drill: it is simple, 
it is quick and it is effective. 

FOCUS ON CONTACT
Now hit a chip shot; choose 
the length of shot at which 
you are having most trouble. 
Forget technical thoughts and 
focus simply on getting that 
inky clubface spot to leave a 
mark on the back of the ball. 

Pure path
A simple focus on strike point – 
getting the middle of the club to 
contact the back of the ball – has 
the power to straighten your path, 
and improve strike quality. The 
small, red dot is a great way to 
create this focus and intention.

SOCKET SPANNER
The shank shows its face when 
the ball is struck excessively 
into the heel, where the hosel 
folds back into the clubface. It is 
typically caused by issues with 
path; swinging across the line – 
in-to-out or out-to-in – can bring 
the heel into the path of the ball.

CENTRE POINT
Start by getting a marker pen 
– the more vivid colour, the 
better – and drawing a small 
dot on the ideal strike point: the 
centre of the clubface. This spot 
should dominate your attention 
throughout this drill.

MAKE YOUR MARK
Check the ball; did you manage 
to transfer the clubface ink to it? 
Doing so reveals a strike pulled 
away from the heel into the centre 
of the face. If there is no mark, ink 
up the face again and repeat the 
drill until you are regularly seeing a 
mark on the ball.

PLAY BETTER TOP 50 TEACHER Gareth Benson
garethbensongolf.co.uk, Elite county coach and

head coach at Formby Hall Golf Resor t and Spa.
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Role model...
COLLIN 
MORIKAWA
T he postponement of the Ryder 

Cup may have caused problems 
for the European Tour, but it 

looks like it could spell trouble for 
the European team too. Shifted 
to 2021, the event gives Collin 
Morikawa the chance to gain 
another year of Tour experience and 
press his claims for a place on the 
team. This young American won 
four points from four at the 2017 
Walker Cup. Aged just 22, he 
already looks set to be a thorn in the 
European side for many years to 
come.

With victory at the Workday 
Charity Open, Morikawa joined 
one T. Woods in winning his second 
PGA Tour event before missing his 
second cut. His impressive blend 
of technique, focus and 
intensity has taken him to 
13th in the world in just 28 
events. Central to this 
success is his ability to fl ush 
irons at will. Here, we strip 
down his technique to see 
how he does it… and how you 
can too.

BALL FIRST, 
TURF SECOND

Collin makes contact with the ball 
fi rst and turf afterwards, beyond where 

the ball was lying. This indicates a 
descending attack angle, an essential part 
of iron play as it promotes clean, powerful 
contact with a ball resting on the ground. 
To hone this, draw or picture a chalk line 

on the fl oor and place a ball on it. 
When you swing, try to get your 

divot hole-side of that line.

TRAIL ARM NOT 
YET FULLY EXTENDED

Note how Collin’s right (trail) arm 
is still slightly fl exed a beat after 

impact. This helps produce a ball-fi rst 
contact. Club golfers often straighten 

this arm too early, causing casting and a 
low-compression strike. Imagine your trail 

arm is a piston; as you swing through, 
that piston should extend to a point 

beyond the ball. Feel pressure in 
the lifeline of your trail palm 

as you do this.

SPEED 
DELIVERS 

COMPRESSION 
Higher impact speed means 

greater ball compression. Collin uses 
the ground to help his pelvis rotate 

dynamically through. Most club golfers 
do not use the ground as well and have 

lower speeds as a result. To improve this, 
hit shots barefoot. It gives a sense of 
the pressures you should feel when 

making a swing. Feel pressure 
under your lead foot – not 

trail – at impact.

TRAIL-HAND GRIP 
CREATES PRESSURE

Notice Collin’s right-hand grip. He’s 
aligned some key points with the rear 

side of the handle, notably the index fi nger 
and the lifeline of the palm. By maintaining 

pressure through these points, he can 
compress the ball at impact because the 

club is well supported. 
To fi nd a similarly eff ective hold, place 

your trail-hand lifeline against 
the side of the lead 

thumb.

COLLIN’S
2020 BY NUMBERS
Strokes gained
[green approach]  1.084 [1st]
Driving distance
296.7 yards [T108th]
GIR percentage
70.5% [26th]
Stroke average
70.006 [19th]
World ranking 13th

Learn from world’s professional
TOP 50 TEACHER Steve Thomas 

w w w.stevethomasgolf.com, Senior P G A Instructor 
at 3 Hammers Golf Academy, Wolverhampton.
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the player is in a worse-off  position in terms 
of swing and score. A tour player keeps 
on grinding and repeating as per plan and 
ultimately is at a better off  place than before.
PRO TIP: Patience is the key. Inculcating 
drills in practice and retaining a strong will 
to stick to the plan will get you through.

WARM UP, COOL 
DOWN & FITNESS:
The golf swing is a dynamic 
action that requires one to use 
almost every muscle from head 

to toe. A tour player will always warm up 
before a round on the course, along with 
hitting a few balls to wake up physically 
and mentally before the round begins. The 
warm-up includes a mix of fl exibility and 
mobility exercises, along with activation 
drills. A few chips and putts also get the feel 
going and are a prerequisite for the round.
The most important thing is that the cool-
down is as important as the warm-up. 
Playing 18 holes involves a lot of walking, 
leading to soreness, along with physical 
and mental exhaustion. A round of light 
exercises post the round reduces fatigue and 
the chances of injury. Most amateur golfers 
walk up to the fi rst tee without any warm-
up, and it takes a few holes for the body to 
wake up and the swing to fall into rhythm 
and sync. By then, the score has already 

EXTRA FOCUS ON 
SHORT GAME
The short game mainly comprises 
4 broad areas i.e chipping, 
pitching, bunker shots and putting. 

These 4 categories can be further divided 
into subcategories, namely, distance, 
trajectory and spin rates. More than 70% 
of the game is played within 100 yards and 
often the golfers who are good within 100 
yards shoot better scores and have a low 
handicap. 
A professional golfer spends a good amount 
of time in the short game area every time 
they head out for a practice session. Hitting 
all 18 greens in regulation is very diffi  cult, 
especially on longer courses and in diffi  cult 
conditions. A good short-game player can 
save his round by making most of the up 
and downs for the greens missed. This is 
only possible when a good amount of time 
is spent perfecting shots around and on the 
green. A tour player generally has the right 
balance of skill and feel to pull off  some 
diffi  cult shots in pressure-packed positions 
with a gallery of more than a thousand 
spectators. This is because of the time spent 
practicing shots from diff erent lies, altering 
trajectories and switching clubs.
PRO TIP: It’s easier hitting a shot close 
to the fl ag from 20 yards than from 200 
yards, so start spending more time in the 

short game area. ‘Drive for show & putt for 
dough’ stands true!

STICKING TO A 
PLAN ON THE 
RANGE & THE 
COURSE
The fi rst step to becoming a better 

golfer is recognising your shortcomings, 
chalking out a plan to improve your game and 
sticking to it. The coach, scores and statistics 
from previous rounds plays a pivotal role 
in helping one understand the game better 
and devising a plan. A tour player generally 
sticks to the plan on the range while working 
on the swing even though the results often 
take sweat, practice and relentless patience.
It is often not easy changing positions and 
feelings in a golf swing, as certain styles 
inherently become muscle memory because 
of repetition, however, it is important to 
experiment. Similarly, sticking to a strategy 
on the course demands persistence. It is 
imperative to play on the course as planned 
in your practice sessions. Whereas, reacting 
impulsively based on the score of the last 
few holes generally veers a player away.
A lot of amateur golfers experiment with 
diff erent swings and techniques without 
spending enough time on the swing changes 
and planned practice. Sometimes it’s a mix 
of so many things through trial and error that 

THINGS TOUR   

1

THAT AMATEUR   

2
3

The mastery of the golf swing is a concoction of years of practice, genius, 
skill and acquaintance with atomic techniques that make all the difference. 
The tour professionals make the swing look easy with these atomic 
adjustments, learn from the best and incorporate these in your game to 
make a quantum leap.

By Arjun Malik
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to attack every fl ag and generally pull out 
a driver even on tough driving holes with 
narrow fairways, leading to a big number 
on the scorecard. Every course is designed 
diff erently and basing the strategy on your 
own strengths and weaknesses is of utmost 
importance to score well.
PRO TIP: Know your swing and your 
game well. Planning your game around it 
will lower your handicap.

CUSTOM FITTED 
EQUIPMENT
Every golfer, like every 
human, has diff erent physical 
characteristics, swing speeds and 

comfort zones. With so many equipment 
brands releasing new clubs, it can get 
confusing on what to buy. The best way to 
adjust to your needs is getting a custom-
fi tted golf set. A custom set helps succeed 
as the clubs are built for the golfer’s swing, 
rather than the player adjusting to the 
specifi cations of the club.
Every tour player gets his clubs built as per 
their swing specifi cations so that the club 
is all set to perform. The science behind 
club fi tting is very interesting and there is 
a wide variety of options available. A club 
fi tter customises a club based on weight, 
fl ex, torque and kick point of the shaft, grip 
size, lie-loft angles and swing weight. Most 
amateur golfers generally avoid going to the 
club fi tter as it’s an expensive proposition 
and is constantly trying to adjust their swing 
to the club they purchased off  the shelf. 
This makes it diffi  cult to hit good shots 
repeatedly and score well with a club that’s 
not suitable for the player.
PRO TIP: Going to the club fi tter is like 
going to your doctor for a regular check-up! 
As swing speed and other movements in the 
swing change over time, it is important to 
play with clubs that are well-fi tted.

gone for a toss!
Hitting the ball far or swinging a certain 
way is not easy when the body does not 
support the actions required for it. Physical 
limitation is the biggest deterrent to 
improvement in amateur golfers and more 
often than not it’s a result of poor mobility, 
fl exibility and strength. All tour players 
spend a good amount of time working on 
fi tness specifi c to the golf swing. Kudos 
to Tiger Woods for bringing the fi tness 
revolution in golf!
PRO TIP: Head to the fi tness centre, 
not to the bar before or after your round! 
Improving fi tness will make changes in the 
swing faster and easier.

PRACTISING THE 
RIGHT WAY
Perfecting a swing takes weeks, 
and having a productive practice 
routine helps. The two ways in 

which practising on the driving range can be 
classifi ed are, namely, Block Practice and 
Random Practice. Block Practice refers to 
blocking your mind and eff ort by repeating 
one motion with one thought, for one target, 
with one club. Random Practice, on the 
other hand, is a way of practising in which a 
player tries to play diff erent types of shots, 
hitting various targets, switching the clubs 
after every few shots.
Typically, on the golf course, a player hardly 
hits two similar shots one after the other. 
On the course, the clubs used for shot 1 vs. 
shot 2 are diff erent, because the yardage 
is diff erent and the situation changes too. 
A tour player understands this well and 
practices on the range as if he is playing 
on the course. This simulation of the golf 
course on the driving range is pivotal, so 
replicating a shot from the range to the 
course is easier. Replicating the course on 
the driving range enables players to practise 

with pressure, understanding the importance 
of the shot and repeating a shot that doesn’t 
work, preparing them well to perform in 
tournaments. An amateur golfer on the 
other hand generally falls into the category 
of block-practice, just hitting the same shot 
repeatedly without thought and direction. 
This leads to insuffi  cient preparation, 
making playing a certain shot on the course 
harder as the player hasn’t mastered the art 
in practice. A lot of tour pros prepare for a 
tournament as per the demands of the course 
and play the entire golf course shot-wise on 
the driving range. This is a great example 
of random practice. A blocked and static 
practice routine won’t prepare a player well 
to take on the challenges of the golf course.
PRO TIP: Practice with a purpose. Try 
to perfect the diff erent shots by making 
the practice session more dynamic and 
interesting.

UNDERSTANDING 
THE STRENGTHS & 
WEAKNESSES
A tour-pro assesses the strengths 
and weaknesses of their game 

and plans the strategy for a successful 
tournament around it. Thus, also enabling 
the player to understand what they need 
to work on in their game. To each his own 
stands true here as diff erent tour pros have 
varied strengths and weaknesses. Someone 
might be very accurate off  the tee and not 
very good within 100 yards and someone 
might be the opposite!
Based on the assessment, the tour pros know 
how to manoeuvre diff erent golf courses with 
varying layouts. They know where to miss 
the ball to make the next shot easier. Also, 
a tour pro doesn’t attack every fl ag on the 
green. An amateur golfer, on the other hand, 
generally doesn’t plan his round around his 
strengths and weaknesses. Amateurs try 

  PLAYERS DO
  GOLFERS DON’T

5
4

6



Amateur Sara Ericsson of Sweden 
won on the fi rst extra hole in a play-off  

to secure her fi rst LET Access Series (LETAS) 
title at the Vasteras Open.
It was a nail-biting fi nal day at Orresta Golf 
& Konferens where the local amateur started 
the third round as the leader, one shot clear off  
her playing partner and later on her play-off  
opponent, New Zealand’s Hanee Song. 
After rounds of 70 and 67 on the fi rst two days, 
Ericsson had a steady start with a bogey on the 
fourth and birdie on the fi fth before play was 
suspended due to bad weather. 
“I was expecting a long day so when the 
delay was called on, I just stayed calm,” said 
Ericsson, who was about to brighten up her last 
week in Europe before returning to college in 
the United States. 
“It’s a bit hard to get back in the zone after a 
delay and I had a tough approach shot over 
the water ahead, but I handled it well and 
just fought through the rain for the rest of the 
round.” 
As the fi nal round resumed, the 21-year-old 
found the rhythm after a bogey on the seventh 
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Ladies on the Link

AMATEUR SARA ERICSSON TRIUMPHS IN SWEDISH PLAYOFF

Four of the local amateur talents tied the third 
place as Kajsa Arwefjall, Louise Rydqvist, 
Matilda Bjorkman, and Andrea Grimberg 
Lignell all fi nished at level-par.

hole – making the turn in 37 – and rolled in two 
birdies on holes 13 and 15 to regain the lead. 
However, a double-bogey on the par-four 16th 
set the Swede back, carding a fi nal round of 
one-over 73 to tie the top position with Song. 
In her fi rst European start, the Kiwi kept 
putting pressure on the amateur throughout the 
round, making it all square at the turn with a 
score of level-par. 
The 26-year-old from Auckland carded two 
birdies and two bogeys on the back nine to then 
stay patient on the fi nal three holes, sign for a 
fi nal round of even-par 72, and force play-off  
with Ericsson. 
It did not take long for the local star to claim 
victory with a par on the fi rst playoff  hole. 
“I was so concentrated on my game that I didn’t 
know it ended in a playoff . When I found out in 
the scoring area, I got really excited.
“This is what I play golf for – the excitement 
and pressure, it’s something I love, and I just 
enjoyed it while giving my very best which 
today resulted in a win,” said the champion, 
who led the noticeable group of seven Swedish 
players in the top-10.

Germany has got another winner this 
year after Patricia Isabel Schmidt 

defeated the Netherlands’ Lauren Holmey 
in the Big Green Egg Swedish Match Play 
Championship.
The semifi nals – played on the front nine of the 
Edenhof Course in GolfUppsala, took place this 
morning and saw two great matches where all 
four players barely made any errors.
First up was Schmidt against English rookie 
Amy Taylor and after an up-and-down match, 
the German won after holing a long downhill 
putt on the ninth green.
“It was a big fi ght with Amy which I think 
is how matchplay should be. The score kept 
changing from 1UP to all square and back and 
forth, so it was a really tough match,” said 
Schmidt.
While in the other contest, Holmey secured a 
2&1 victory over the LETAS Order of Merit 
leader Chiara Noja from Germany. 
The afternoon fi nale which was played on 
the back nine saw Schmidt take charge on the 
second green and she did not let go of her lead. 
The 26-year-old then won three consecutive 
holes to clinch her maiden professional win on 
the seventh hole with a fi nal score of 4&2. 
The champion said: “I think it will take some 

SCHMIDT SECURES MAIDEN WIN AT THE BIG GREEN EGG SWEDISH 
MATCHPLAY CHAMPIONSHIP

her fi rst win on LETAS, Schmidt placed T4 in 
the qualifi er, carding rounds of 71 and 70 (-3). 
In the round of 32, she beat her compatriot, 
amateur Helen Briem 2&1, then won 4&2 over 
Sweden’s Sandra Kagstrom in the last 16 before 
defeating another Swede and amateur Ellen 
Hutchinson-kay 2&1 in the quarterfi nals. 
“The key this week was hitting long balls from 
the tee on the front nine and giving yourself 
shorter approach shots since you really need to 
hit the right spots on the greens,” commented 
the victor on her strategy. 
Runner-up Lauren Holmey produced a great 
performance in Sweden as the best amateur, 
placing T15 in the qualifi er. 
The Dutch player then defeated Spain’s Teresa 
Diez Moliner in the round of 32, Denmark’s 
Fie Olsen in the last 16, and New Zealand’s 
Momoka Kobori in the quarterfi nals. 
Holmey said: “I’m really proud of myself 
because the matches I had against Momoka and 
then Chiara were really tough but also exciting, 
they are great players. 
“Playing matchplay on only nine holes makes 
everything go fast and you need to have a 
good game from the beginning. I tried my best 
against Patricia, she was simply better, and I am 
still satisfi ed with my result here.”

time to realize I have won but it feels great. I 
played some solid golf the last couple of days. 
“I was happy to play with Lauren, we are good 
friends, and I was looking forward to the fi nal 
match with her. I was hitting it solid off  the tee, 
giving myself good positions into the green, and 
made some good putts.” 
On her way to today’s semifi nals and to securing 

Sara Ericsson  Image credit - Nordic Golf Tour

Patricia Isabel  Image credit - LET Access SeriesTour
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European Solheim Cup Captain Suzann 
Pettersen today named Anna Nordqvist, 

Dame Laura Davies and Caroline Martens as 
her three vice-captains for the 2023 Solheim 
Cup, which will be played at Finca Cortesín, 
Andalucía next September.
The trio have been selected to work alongside the 
Norwegian and will each bring diff erent skills, 
knowledge and experience to the backroom team 
ahead of the prestigious biennial contest where 
Europe will be seeking their third consecutive 
victory.
Three-time Major champion Nordqvist is no 
stranger to the Solheim Cup having played in 
the last seven editions of the tournament from 
2009 to 2021, being on the winning side four 
times and clinching 15.5 points for Team Europe 
during that time.
Nordqvist, who recently won the 2022 Big Green 
Egg Open on the LET, shared the fairways with 
Captain Pettersen many times and they teamed 
up in the fourballs at the 2009 and 2011 Solheim 
Cups with the duo winning each of their contests.
While Davies brings a wealth of experience to 
Team Europe having made 12 appearances in the 
competition, as well as being a Vice-Captain at 

ANNA NORDQVIST, LAURA DAVIES, AND CAROLINE MARTENS NAMED 
VICE-CAPTAINS FOR 2023 EUROPEAN SOLHEIM CUP TEAM

which was played in Marrakech, Morocco, by 
eight shots.
Pettersen continued: “The Solheim Cup holds 
some of my best golfi ng memories and to be able 
to share that with my lifelong friend Caroline 
will be something very special. She goes the 
extra mile for her friends and family, and I 
cannot wait have her alongside me and my other 
Vice-Captains.

the 2019 and 2021 editions alongside Catriona 
Matthew.
The legend of the game has achieved golfi ng 
accolades all over the globe with 87 tournament 
wins including 45 Ladies European Tour titles 
and 20 LPGA Tour titles, as well as winning a 
record seven LET Order of Merit titles.  
Martens played on the Ladies European Tour for 
eight seasons winning the 2013 LET Q-School, 

Maja Stark fi red an exceptional course 
record of 63 (-10) on the fi nal day of the 

ISPS Handa World Invitational to win by fi ve 
strokes.
The 22-year-old began the day two shots behind 
overnight leader Amanda Doherty but got off  to 
a sensational start with birdies on the fi rst, third, 
fi fth and sixth.
Stark added rolled in two more back-to-back on 
eight and nine to make the turn in 31 (-6), but the 
Swedish star didn’t stop there.
From holes 12 through to 14 she rolled in three 
birdies consecutively before making another on 
the 17th and despite fi nding the water on the 
last, Stark made the up-and-down for par to win 
with a total of 20-under-par.
“I don’t think it’s landed yet,” said the fi ve-time 
LET winner. “I was just feeling so nervous. All 
day, I just kind of reminded myself to be calm 
and just take it one shot at a time, but it’s been 
easier said than done.
“I think playing three holes at a time was a big 
key because it would just be so easy to think 
I’m whatever under par, and then you kind of 
crumble after that because you get too nervous. 
But every time, I was like, just three more holes, 
three more holes.

STUNNING COURSE RECORD SEES STARK WIN ISPS HANDA 
WORLD INVITATIONAL

“I played really solidly,” she said. “It is tough 
to beat 10-under par, but it was really awesome 
to play with Maja and just see how well she 
played. Plus, to be able to play a really good 
weekend, as well, for myself.
“My putting was back from vacation this week, 
so it was really great just seeing some really 
good putts roll today, and fi nally kind of fi guring 
out a couple of things in my swing. I’m going 
to go home and work hard and see if I can do 
one better.”

“I tried to not watch the leaderboards. I usually 
do, but I just thought, well that’s not going to 
help me, so I tried to not look at them. Then I 
caught a glimpse of one on 13 and saw I was 
leading, but it was still pretty tight at the top, and 
then I tried to not look at it. Then I walked up on 
17 green, and I saw that I was leading by fi ve and 
thought whoa this is nice.”
After winning the tri-sanctioned event, Stark 
offi  cially accepted LPGA Tour Membership and 
will become a rookie for the rest of 2022.  
“It means the world. That was all I came here 
for,” she continued. “I just wanted that winner’s 
category. I was so nervous. I hate qualifying and 
going to Q-Series, it’s great that I don’t have to 
do that again.
“I’ve been dreaming about playing on the LPGA 
Tour for a long time. It’s just been so frustrating 
when you feel like maybe you could play there, 
but it feels like the road is so long and with 
Q-School – if you have a bad week you’re out, 
and then you have got to wait another year. It’s 
really nice to just skip that part and just go ahead 
to the fun stuff .”
American Allisen Corpuz fi nished in second 
place on 15-under-par after producing a round 
of 68 (-5) on the fi nal day at Galgorm.

Maja Stark  Image credit - Tristan JonesLET



Team Jessica Korda were victorious at 
the Aramco Team Series – Sotogrande 

as they recorded a fi nal round of 14-under-par 
to secure a one-shot win at La Reserva Club de 
Sotogrande.
After starting the day in front, Jessica Korda, 
Tereza Melecka, Noora Komulainen and 
amateur Malcolm Borwick backed up their 
excellent fi rst day of -19 with another great 
round to seal victory on 33-under-par in Spain.
It was a second win in this format for the older 
Korda sister – after her success at the 2021 
Aramco Team Series – New York – while she 
also leads in the Individual tournament on 
15-under-par with a six-stroke lead heading 
into the fi nal day.
“I think we just really had a good vibe out 
there,” said the six-time LPGA Tour winner. 
“We tried to keep it as light as possible. It was 
a lot harder today.
“The wind was defi nitely up, so it was a bit 
tough, but everyone played and contributed. 
When somebody was out, another person had 
their back – the beauty of team golf.
“Malcolm played great. It was awesome. I 
think he shot the lowest round he’s ever shot 
today, which was phenomenal. He was just a 
joy to be around and brought such a positive 
outlook on everything.”
LET rookie Melecka explained: “It was a 
massive dream to play alongside Jessica. She 
is a great player and a great woman, and I 
really enjoyed it. It was a pleasure to play with 
all of them and I really enjoyed it.”
While Komulainen added: “I really enjoyed 
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TEAM JESSICA KORDA TRIUMPH AT ARAMCO TEAM SERIES – 
SOTOGRANDE

diffi  cult. I had two silly mistakes on the greens, 
but it was a good round. I’m happy I fi nished 
with that birdie to fi nish on a good note, 
especially putting-wise.
“I’m really happy with what we’ve done 
with the team, and Ana our amateur, what 
she’s done is just amazing. It’s an amazing 
experience for her, and we tried to make her 
feel comfortable. On 11 she said to me that 
the TV was stressing her out, I said do a silly 
face to it and just imagine you’re on the range 
and taking a video. It’s the same. She started 
playing a bit better after that.”
In the Team competition in a share of third 
place on 29-under-par were Team Hewson and 
Team Pace, after they shot rounds of -14 and 
-13, respectively.
Birthday girl Alice Hewson, who turned 25 
today, said: “It was an up-and-down day, I 
didn’t get off  to the best of starts but I holed 
a few putts on the back nine and made seven 
birdies, so pretty happy overall. My team did 
a fantastic job, we dovetailed really well for 
both of the days. I’m really proud of them and 
they did such a great job.”
And 11-time LET winner Pace explained: “It 
has been fantastic. Our amateur was fantastic, 
he was so so good. Not only did he help out 
with the score, but he is just a fantastic guy. 
The rest of the team was great, there were lots 
of eagle and birdies fl ying around. We had a 
lot of fun and everyone fought right up until 
the end.”

playing with this team. Jess played so well 
yesterday. That was just so amazing to watch 
her fi ring 11-under and today Malcolm was 
playing incredible golf, so we had a lot of good 
time out there.”
For amateur Borwick, who is a polo player, it 
was an experience of a lifetime to be able to tee 
it up as a part of Team Jessica Korda.
He said: “I’ve had an incredible few days. I’m 
going to go back to playing polo. The nerves 
you get playing tournament golf is aging me 
as the days go on, but it’s been incredible. 
Playing with the girls, frankly the level of 
professionalism and purity with which they hit 
the ball consistently is amazing.
“What we do in polo is much more of an 
adrenaline-based sport, much more refl exes. 
This is so cerebral. You have to reset every 
time and try and rub away the mistakes. I’m 
massively grateful for all the advice and the 
coaching and the good spirit. We had a really 
good time.”
Team Roussin ran the winners close also 
producing a round of 14-under on day two to 
fi nish in outright second place on -32.
It was a solid day for Captain Pauline Roussin, 
who followed up her fi rst round of 67 (-5) with 
a round of 68 (-4) to be in second place in the 
Individual competition too.
The LET winner said: “I’m satisfi ed with my 
day. I think it’s two good rounds, especially 
today because with the wind was a bit more 

LET rookie Melecka 
explained: “It was 
a massive dream 
to play alongside 

Jessica. She is a great 
player and a great 

woman, and I really 
enjoyed it. It was 
a pleasure to play 

with all of them and I 
really enjoyed it.”

Team Jessica Korda (L-R Jessica Korda, Tereza Melecka, Noora Komulainen, Malcolm Borwick)
Image credit - Tristan JonesLET



   G o l f P l u s    S E P T E M B E R   2 0 2 2    47

Ladies on the Link

Philippines’ Princess Mary Superal held off  some of the world’s best 
golfers to claim her maiden professional international title at the inaugural 

Simone Asia Pacifi c Cup.
The 25-year-old Princess fi red a glorious fi ve-under-par 67 to fi nish on 12-under-
par 204 total, winning by three shots from former US Women’s Open winner So 
Yeon Ryu of South Korea, who also closed with a 67.
World number four Lydia Ko, who trailed Princess by one at the start of the day, 
failed to mount a strong challenge as she signed for a 70 to fi nish four shots behind 
the champion. 
“It’s pretty special to me because this is my fi rst international win as a professional,” 
said Princess, who pocketed a cool USD $100,000 for the biggest paycheck of her 
career. “I’ve been waiting for this moment to arrive. I’m very happy.” 
Playing alongside the more illustrious Ko, Princess showed no signs of nerves 
as she birdied three of the opening four holes to open a two-shot lead and never 
looked back since. 
She picked up her fourth and fi fth birdie of the day on holes 10 and 15 to fi nish 
with a bogey-free scorecard at the Pondok Indah Golf Course in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
“I approached the fi nal round like the previous day. I was just minding my own 
business and really just wanted to focus on my game. That really helped me to 
secure this win.” 
“To be able to play with the world’s top golfers, obviously I did feel nervous 
but happy at the same time. It’s the fi rst time I had this chance and I will cherish 
them,” said the Filipino. 

PRINCESS REVELS IN FAIRY TALE WIN AT SIMONE ASIA PACIFIC CUP

Linn Grant won her fourth LET title of 
the season with back-to-back birdies 

on her fi nal two holes enough to earn her the 
Didriksons Skaftö Open title. 
The Volvo Car Scandinavian Mixed champion 
turned on the style in front of her home crowd 
once again on the Swedish West Coast, as she 
pulled some magnifi cent shots out the bag 
on the fi nal stretch to see off  compatriot Lisa 
Pettersson by a single shot. 
It was something of an up and down day for 
Grant up until then, with two three-putts on the 
11th and 15th to see her give the chasing pack 
some hope, but she kept her cool to ease herded 
back to the top as the round drew to a close. 
The 23-year-old had a two shot lead at the 
turn before dropping those shots, and she was 
delighted to fi nally get over the line at the end. 
As is ever the case when Grant runs out 
victorious in an LET event, she was in a share 
of the lead heading into the fi nal day, with Ana 
Peláez Trevino for company on -9 before the 
action got underway. 
A birdie and bogey on 14 and 15 respectively 
saw her head into the last three holes a shot 
behind clubhouse leader Lisa Pettersson, who 
proved her decision to focus on European golf 
to be the correct one as she ended on -9 for the 
week. 
But as the old adage goes - form is temporary 
and class is permanent - and Grant proved 
that after a tremendous tee shot on the 17th to 

GRANT SECURES SENSATIONAL VICTORY IN SKAFTÖ

give herself a short putt for birdie to also bring 
herself to nine-under, before saving the best 
until last on the 18th. 
And after such a nail-biting fi nal day, Grant was 
delighted to put on a show for the home fans 
who turned out to watch this afternoon. 
It was another strong showing from Pettersson 
on the fi nal day, who has reaped the rewards 
from deciding to focus on the LET for the 
remainder of the season after a summer break. 
The Swede birdied three of her fi rst fi ve holes 
- while dropping a shot on the third - to put 

herself into contention in the early stages, 
before bouncing back from another dropped 
shot on ten with birdies on 14 and 16. 
That set the clubhouse lead on -9 as the fi nal 
groups came down the stretch, and despite 
missing out on the victory, she was pleased 
with how her game was trending this week.  
“I didn’t really have any expectations this 
week, I just wanted to go out and play my best 
and that’s what I did today. Obviously you 
always want to win but I’m really happy with 
my performance anyway,” she said. 

Philippines Princess Mary Superal celebrates her win at the inaugural 
Simone Asia Pacific Cup
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Hitaashee Bakshi survived a late 
charge from the favourite Pranavi Urs 

to earn her third success of the season in the 
11th leg of the Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour 
at the Boulder Hills Golf & Country Club. 
Hitaashee also survived a double bogey on 
the Par-5 seventh hole on the front nine, to 
card an even par 72 in the fi nal round.
Sneha Singh, lying one shot adrift and in 
second place behind Hitaashee, had a rough 
day with a double bogey, three bogeys against 
three birdies for a 74 that saw her slip to third 
place. She still awaits her maiden trophy as 
a professional, even though she has emerged 
triumphant as an amateur.
It was expectedly a close battle between the 
three players in the lead group of Hitaashee, 
Sneha and Pranavi.
Hitaashee extended her lead on the very fi rst 
hole with a birdie as Pranavi parred and Sneha 
bogeyed. On the next Sneha got back the shot, 
but Hitaashee dropped a shot and Pranavi 
parred yet again in a steady manner and the 
trio was exactly where they had started and 
stayed so for the next two holes with pars 
from all three.
As Pranavi and Sneha birdied the fi fth, 
Hitaashee birdied the sixth and the tussle 
continued. Then came the setback for 
Hitaashee who double bogeyed the Par-5 
seventh and Sneha did the same as Pranavi 
safely parred the hole. So Hitaashee and 
Sneha were 1-over for the day and Pranavi 
was 1-under and had reduced the gap with 
Hitaashee from four to just two. Sneha was 
still one behind Hitaashee.
Pranavi dropped a shot on 11th and Sneha 
dropped a shot on 13th as Hitaashee increased 
her lead. Then all three birdied the Par-5 14th. 

HITAASHEE WINS 11TH LEG OF HERO WPGT

Merit as her earnings topped Rs.10 lakhs 
to reach Rs.10,89,500. Hitaashee Bakshi’s 
third win of the season took her earnings to 
Rs.8,15,000 and is now in second place with 
Seher Atwal (Rs.7,50,000) in third place.

After that Pranavi stepped up with two timely 
birdies on 16th and 17th.
When the trio reach the 18th tee, Hitaashee 
was 7-under for the tournament and Pranavi 
had crept up to 6-under, while Sneha was 
5-under.
Pranavi needed a birdie on 18th and needed 
Hitaashee to only par the hole to force a 
play-off . Sneha needed an eagle to catch up 
Hitaashee.
However, as Hitaashee parred, Pranavi 
dropped a shot and fell two behind and ended 
second. Even Sneha bogeyed to fall three 
back and fi nish third.
Hitaashee’s steady play saw her play the back 
nine without a blemish and one birdie and that 
carried the day for her as Pranavi did have 
three birdies, but she also dropped two shots 
on the back nine.
Hitaashee’s earlier wins this season came on 
the third and sixth legs of the Hero WPG Tour.
Nayanika Sanga, who landed an eagle two on 
Par-4 ninth shot even par 72 and at 3-under 
213 for 54 holes, fi nished fourth, while 
amateur Keerthana R Nair shot 73, including 
a double bogey on Par-5 seventh, which on 
the fi nal day proved a big trouble spot for 
many golfers. Keerthana was fi fth and the 
best amateur.
Khushi Khanijau (72) ended sole sixth, while 
another amateur Heena Kang (75) was seventh 
at 2-over 218. Shweta Mansingh (73) and 
Seher Atwal (75) were tied for eighth place at 
4-over 220, while amateur Vidhatri Urs (77) 
ensured the presence of three amateurs in the 
Top-10. She was 5-over 221.
Pranavi stayed on top of the Hero Order of 

Hitaashee’s steady 
play saw her play the 

back nine without 
a blemish and one 

birdie and that 
carried the day for 
her as Pranavi did 
have three birdies, 

but she also dropped 
two shots on the 

back nine.

Hitaashee Bakshi receiving winner’s cheque from Mr. Ojas Jani, Head of Golf Operations-Boulder Hills

Hitaashee Bakshi-Leg 11



GOLFERS TEE OFF IN PHUKET 
& PATTAYA

T
he event supported by Tourism 
Authority of Thailand saw 33 
golfers travelling to Thailand in 
August to play the wonderful golf 
courses of Pattaya and Phuket.

The golfers in Phuket played rounds at the 
new Aquella Golf & Country Club, the 
only championship golf course along the 
breathtaking Andaman Coast captivating 
Andaman Sea, the refreshing sea breezes, 
and immaculate white sands coupled. The 
next day saw them tee off  at Red Mountain 
Golf Club, twisting their way through the 
rugged landscape of an old tin mine with 
the stunning variety of nature.
Siam Waterside in Pattaya was enjoyed 
thoroughly by golfers from Hyderabad as 
it had Long carries, blind shots, elevated 
greens, undulating fairways and shaved 
fringes on every hole are in play to 
challenge all golfers.
While the golfers enjoyed golf, the non 
golfers went for sightseeing and Thai 
shopping.
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past and have hosted him in Laguna Phuket. As 
we venture into the Indian market, we are certain 
that the Golf Clinic and other such collaborations 
will be instrumental in enhancing Laguna Phuket 
as a desired golf destination for the growing 
business segment and golfers’ population in 
India as it has something in store for everyone. 
Jeev has always been a special guest and we 
hope to work closely with him in the future to 
strengthen our foothold in the Indian market and 
capitalise on the increasing traffi  c to Phuket.” 
Laguna Golf Phuket has won the accolade of 
“  ailand’s Best Golf Course” by World Golf 
Awards, owing to its playable yet challenging 
18-hole golf course layout which measures just 
under 6,800 yards, situated in the heart of Laguna 
Phuket.  e scenic surrounding environment, 
comprising lush greenery, white sandy beaches, 
and natural lagoons, makes it a golf paradise.

popular amongst the business segment but now, 
we even have the younger generation expressing 
their enthusiasm.  ailand is just a short-fl ight 
away and the direct connectivity that Phuket has 
with key metro cities, will enable more golfers 
to visit frequently. Laguna Phuket serves as an 
ideal destination for golfers and their families as 
it is a holistic spot to enjoy golf as well as other 
holidaying activities that transforms the trip 
into a perfect family vacation. I look forward to 
seeing more Indians the next time I am around 
at Laguna Phuket and collaborate for more golf 
events in the future.”   
Commenting on the event and Laguna Phuket’s 
strategic expansion in the Indian golf and 
b-leisure segment, Mr. Ravi Chandran, CEO, 
Laguna Resorts & Hotels said, “Jeev Milkha 
Singh has been a maestro in golf for Indians and 
we feel elated to have worked with him in the 

L
aguna Phuket, Asia’s premier island 
destination nestled in the South of  ailand, 
recognized for its globally appealing 
integrated resorts and golf course, was 
venue to a ‘Master Golf Clinic’ held with 

acclaimed Indian golf prodigy - Jeev Milkha 
Singh.  e event, held on 7th of August, was 
organized to exhibit Laguna Phuket’s diversifi ed 
resort activities and golf facilities that caters 
to the expanding b-leisure segment in India to 
entice both business travellers and recreational 
golfers to book the integrated experience.
 e one-day long event was kicked off  with a 

golfi ng master class with Mr. Jeev Milkha Singh 
who demonstrated an impressive array of shots 
and off ered game instruction tips to the golf and 
sports participants, following which, a round-
table conversation and Q&A was held with 
select media to discuss the facets of golf that can 
be experienced at Laguna Phuket. Additionally, 
the participants and media were exposed to 
the destination’s varied services including 
 ai and Asia-fusion meals, SPA treatments, 

conservational activities, and wellbeing classes, 
to get a fi rst-hand holistic stay experience.  
Jeev Milkha Singh has been a regular and valued 
guest at Laguna Phuket owing to his past and 
ongoing associations. He has played two big 
Asian Tour events at Laguna Golf Phuket - 2009 
 ailand Open and the 2021 Laguna Phuket 

Championship which had a prize fund of $1.5 
million. Strengthening his relationship with 
Laguna Phuket and assisting in infl uencing the 
golfer’s traffi  c from India to the destination, 
Jeev Milkha Singh expressed, “Golf as a sport 
has a huge potential in India and has always been 

LAGUNA PHUKET HOSTS A GOLF CLINIC WITH INDIA’S 
MOST FAMOUS GOLFER - JEEV MILKHA SINGH

Golf Clinic at Laguna Phuket

Feature

Banyan Tree Golf Course at Laguna Phuket

(L-R) Mr. Ravi Chandran with Mr. Jeev Milkha Singh at LP
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with a 154, Raj Kumar 156, Suraj Joshi 159. 
The last day was a see saw battle but in the 
end Vilok managed to win by a single shot 
after shooting a 76, Raj Kumar and Suraj 
could only manage a 75 and fell short .

Female category Lavanya did the double for 
juniors and managed to scrape through by 1 
point and also became a WAGR player.

T he Young Master event at Boulder Hills 
G&CC, Hyderabad was an all out Girls 
event, where the girls outshone the boys 

by a big margin. The event had 5 under 
privileged girls played the event courtesy 
parents of Keerthana, Saanvi and Anjan & 
Anviti who sponsored these 5 girls, winner 
amongst them was Amulya.
The event saw some great scores from the 
girls on all the three days, but the boys were 
not on their game. The girls category saw 
a keen battle between Jasmine, Saanvi and 
Srihita who incidentally produced the best 
scores of the tournament. After 2 days of 
golf Jasmine and Srihita were tied on 143 
(-1) with Saanvi on 145 (+1) and Keerthana 
on 146 (+2). On the last day Saanvi tried 
to catch up and even with a par round of 
72, but fell a shot behind. Jasmine played a 
solid round of 73 and won the tournament 
by 1 shot.

Young Master held its 2nd Mixed WAGR 
tournament of the season at Classic golf 
& Country Club.

The 1st day saw Jai Bahl and Raghav Chugh 
producing the day’s best score 67 (-5), 
followed by Anvvi and Shat 71 (-1), and 
Vinamra at 73 (+1).

The 2nd day had more under par scores 
with Jai Bahl shooting another 67(-5), Arjun 
Bhatia 68(-4), Ragini 69 (-3),Vinamra 70(-2), 
Anvvi 70 (-2),Naveen 70(-2), Parteet 70(-2) 
and Ranveer 71(-1). After 36 holes Jai lead 
by 5 strokes with a total of 10 under par 
134, followed by Raghav at 5 under, Anvvi 
3 under at 141, Arjun Bhatia 2under 142 and 
Vinamra 1 under 143.
The fi nal day had perfect weather for golf 
with slight breeze and some great scores with 
Jai winning the tournament with ease.

Young Master tour was privileged to have 
its fi rst event on the great DGC course. 
This was a stableford tournament and 

attracted more than 40 players. Top juniors 
playing alongwith top WAGR ranked players 
like Shat Mishra, Parteet S. Sekhon, Kanav 
Chauhan, Vedant Banerjee, Udai Middha, 
Anvvi Dahhiya, Zara Anand, Ceerat Kang, 
Heena Kang participated in the event. 
Day 1 belonged to Vinamra 36pts, Guatam 
34pts, Lavanya 34pts, Kartik 34pts, Kanav 
34pts, Ranveer 33pts & Riya 33pts. 
Day 2 saw top 3 players in the Female & 
Male category going into the fi nal round. 
Lavanya 67pts, Anvvi 63pts and Zara 62pts 
in the female category whereas in the male 
category we had Kartik 70pts, Gautam 69pts 
& Vinamra 65pts.

Club News
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YOUNG MASTER DELHI STABLEFORD CHAMPIONSHIP

YOUNG MASTER MIXED 
CHAMPIONSHIP

YOUNG MASTER 
CHARMINAR CHALLENGE

Kartik

Round 3 saw Kartik Singh play another steady 
round with 33pts and win the tournament to 
become a ranked WAGR player whereas in the 

Lavanya

Jai, Raghav

Highlight of the week was a Hole in One by 
Snigdha on the practice day.
The boys category was also a close aff air but 
with not scores as low as the girls. After 36 
holes Vilok was 2 shots ahead of the fi eld 

Jasmine Vilok



PAR FOR PAWS

leo Foundation held the 5th edition of its annual fund raiser 
event at Delhi Golf Club on the 26th of August at the Lodi 
Course. The event saw more than ninety participants teeing 

off  in support of the cause for animals. Supporters like Prabhakar 
Bothireddy and Ajith Rai fl ew in from Bangalore while Wg.Cdr Suresh 
Rao came in all the way from Mumbai to attend  the only Golf Charity 
event for Animals. Besides the players a number of private and public 
organisations contributed to the cause. The players were in for a treat 
as they played the elusive main course. The prize distribution was 
followed by a Gala dinner the next day in the front lawns of the Club.
There were a number of prizes including winners in each fourball, 
on course competition and for Gross and Nett winners and runners 
up. Each winner got to take home a Hamper Basket courtesy PNB 
Housing. The event was supported by NEC as the principal sponsor and 
co-sponsored by Tourism Malaysia, PNB Housing, FIEM Industries, 
Container Corporation, Global Star, Selected Homme,Ballentine, OCC, 
Mankind Pharma, Goenka Charitable Trust, Manik Malhotra, Sumit 
Sood & Doggydoo.
Speaking on the occasion Charu Dev, Trustee Cleo Foundation 
expressed her gratitude to the Players and the sponsors “It is heart-
warming to see so many supporters coming together for the cause, their 
support will go a long way in helping a large number of animals”.

The fifth edition of Par for Paws Golf Tournament focused on Animal 
Welfare at the Delhi Golf Club, New Delhi. 
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Club News

GULMOHAR GOLFER OF THE YEAR 2022 
The event took place on 27rd & 28th August as part of the MP Financial 

Services-Go Golf 2022 calendar with 53 golfers  participating in the event.
Total 25 Golfers from 3 categories earned Reward Points.

Baljeet Singh

ARJUNVEER AND MEHAR ARE OVER ALL GOLF CHAMPIONS
Arjunveer Shishir and Mehar Nijjer emerged as overall gross winners,during the 

second leg of Chandigarh Club Junior’s open golf tournament played at Chandigarh 
golf club. Arjunveer shot fi ve under 67 and Mehar Nijjer played one over par73  in 

boys and girls Categories respectively.
148 young golfers from Punjab Haryana uttrakhand and Tricity participated in the event.
Prizes were given to the winners by President  Chandigarh  golf  club Mr Bobby Chahal  and 
prominent  golf Professional  Ajitesh Sandhu.

CAT A BOYS
Vasu Sehgal 72 was the winner 1st Runner up  
Manjot Singh 73 and second Runnerup
Ayush pannu 74.
CAT A GIRLS
Winner Chairvi Vaid 73 (BB9) beat Hazel 
chauhan 73 first runnerup and Ravjot Kaur 74 
second Runner up
CAT B BOYS
Aarav Sharma 77 was the winner Uday.Singh 
79 (BB6) beat Waris Kamboj 79
Second Runner up. 
CAT B GIRLS
Shrestha Shukla 74 beat Guntas kaur 77 
second and  Niyati Dhillon 80 Third.
CAT C BOYS
Danish Verma 72 was the winner Rannvijay 
singh 73 first Runner up and kairav Singh.
76 second Runner up.

CAT C GIRLS
Divina Khanna 85 was the winner Amyra 
khokhar 98 first Runner up and Seerat Dhiman 
102 second Runner up. 
CAT D BOYS
Jaibir Kang 77 beat Arnav 80 and 
Sohraab Talwar 83.
CAT D GIRLS
Winner Rabab Kahlon 85 Ekamjot kaur 95
First Runner up and Ojaswini Mahajan 100
Second Runner up. 
CAT E BOYS
Divjot Gupta with a score of 35 was the 
winner Tegbir Singh Khatra 37 was the First 
Runner up and Upraj 39 was the Second 
Runner up. 
CAT E GIRLS
Winner Sukhreet Kaur 45 First Runner up 
Gairat Kaur  Kahlon 46  and second Runner up  

Geena Bhadoo 47.
CAT F BOYS
Winner Nihaal Cheema 36 First Runner up 
Jugraj Kanwar Singh 40 and Zorawar singh 
Chahal 43 Second Runner up.
PUTTING COMPETITION 
UNDER 8 YEARS 
BOYS
Winner  Harraj first Runner up  Maahir singh
GIRLS
Winner    Nitara  First Runner up Aneek Raj
Second Runner up  Vaajra.
ABOVE  10 YEARS
BOYS
Winner  Urmandeep, First Runner up Gubaaz 
second Runner up  Sukhsehaj.
GIRLS
Winner   Gurmehak.  First Runner up 
Aishmeen Second  Runner up Jiya

# CATEGORY PRIZES NAME GROSS POINTS
1 Category - 1 Winner RUTVIK THAKKAR 86 33
2 H'cap 0-14 Runner up  KINSHUK KUMAR 89 31
3 Category - 2 Winner BALJEET SINGH 86 35
4 H'cap  15-23 Runner up MONIL PARIKH 87 32
5 Category - 3 Winner DR.SIDDHARTH MAVANI 91 37
6 H'cap 24-36 Runner up JOGESHWAR KUMBHAR 109 35

7 TARANJEET SINGH 245 YARDS
8 AVTAR SINGH 11 FT
9 JOGESHWAR KUMBHAR 5 FT

8/11 G G O Y - AUGUST 2022 - SUMMARY

SKILL COMPETETIONS
Longest Drive  - Hole # 1
Closest to Pin - Hole # 3

2nd Shot Closest to Pin - Hole # 9
OVER ALL

Rutvik Thakkar
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Content Editor : Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI

Khalin Joshi’s fl awless fi nal round of 
four-under 68 helped him come out on 
top at the TATA Steel PGTI Players 

Championship 2022 presented by KGiSL.
Bengaluru-based Khalin (69-68-69-68), who 
was placed second and one shot off  the lead 
after round three, set a new record for the 
lowest winning total at the Coimbatore Golf 
Club with his 14-under 274 aggregate for the 
week at the Rs. 50 lakh event. It was 30-year-
old Joshi’s seventh professional win and sixth 
victory on the PGTI. He took home a prize 
money cheque worth Rs. 7,50,000 that lifted 
him from 35th to 10th position on the PGTI 
Order of Merit.
Arjun Sharma (67-69-69-70) of Greater 
Noida, leading by one shot after round three, 
carded a 70 in round four to register a career-
best runner-up fi nish at 13-under 275. Arjun, 
as a result, moved up from 77th to 28th place 

KHALIN JOSHI COMES OUT ON TOP WITH FLAWLESS FINAL ROUND 
68 AT TATA STEEL PGTI PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP 2022 PRESENTED BY KGISL
JOSHI RECORDS LOWEST WINNING TOTAL AT COIMBATORE GOLF CLUB; ARJUN SHARMA FINISHES CAREER-BEST SECOND

in the PGTI’s money list.
Ahmedabad’s Varun Parikh struck a hole-in-
one on the seventh enroute his last round of 
68 that earned him third place at 11-under 277. 
Thus Varun too recorded a career-best fi nish.
Khalin Joshi, a winner on the Asian Tour and 
the 2018 PGTI Order of Merit champion, was 
off  to a brisk start in round four after he birdied 
the second, third, sixth and ninth, to score 
heavily on the front-nine for the fi rst time in 
the tournament.
Khalin also made some terrifi c par saves 
including a chip-in on the seventh to bag his 
fi rst title since his win in Jaipur in October 
last year. Joshi thus bettered Sri Lankan K 
Prabagaran’s previous lowest winning total of 
nine-under 279 at the Coimbatore Golf Club 
which was set in 2014.
Joshi said, “Driving was the best aspect of my 

game this week. My solid hitting off  the tee 
made it easier for me to score. I’m someone 
who thrives on confi dence and momentum, so 
hopefully I can now capitalize on this good 
form in the coming events.”
Arjun Sharma traded four birdies in exchange 
for two bogeys and was neck and neck with 
Khalin till the 15th hole thanks to his gritty 
display. The 29-year-old Sharma’s bogey on 
the 16th saw him drop out of the joint lead. 
Thereafter, Khalin maintained his one-shot 
advantage till the end.

“DRIVING WAS THE BEST ASPECT 
OF MY GAME THIS WEEK. MY SOLID 
HITTING OFF THE TEE MADE IT EASIER 
FOR ME TO SCORE.”

Khalin Joshi receives the winning cheque from Mr. R Gopinath, President, Coimbatore Golf Club (2nd from right), 
Mr. Prassadh Shanmugam, CEO, KGiSL (centre), Mr. Ashwin Chandran, Captain, Coimbatore Golf Club (extreme 
left) & Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (extreme right)

Khalin Joshi - Winner

Arjun Sharma - Runner-up
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The Professional Golf Tour of India 
(PGTI), the offi  cial sanctioning body of 
professional golf in India, announced the 

Impiger Technologies presents Chennai Open 
Golf Championship 2022 powered by Fruitnik 
Electro+ which was to be held at the Tamil 
Nadu Golf Federation (TNGF) golf course 
from August 23 - 26, 2022. The third edition of 
the tournament heralded PGTI’s debut at TNGF 
and its return to Chennai after four years. The 
event off ered a prize purse of Rs. 40 lakh.
The tournament which witnessed participation 
by 126 golfers including 123 professionals and 
three amateurs was supported by Presenting 
Partner Impiger Technologies, Powered by 
Partner Amrutanjan and Fruitnik Electro+, 
Co-Partner Gujarat Tourism, Venue Partner 
TNGF and Associate Partners Brigade Group, 
Crowne Plaza Chennai, Audi Chennai and 
Absolut & Ballantines.
The leading Indian professionals in the fi eld 
included Khalin Joshi, Karandeep Kochhar, 
Manu Gandas, Aman Raj, Shamim Khan as 
well as the defending champion Mithun Perera 
of Sri Lanka.
Mr. Srinivasan H R, Joint President, PGTI, said, 
“I am delighted with the “recommencement” 
of Professional Golf in Chennai. The TNGF 
under Mr. N Srinivasan’s leadership has made 
tremendous progress and the staging of this 
event in partnership with TNGF is wonderful 
for Indian professional golf.”
Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI, said, 

IMPIGER TECHNOLOGIES PRESENTS CHENNAI OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 2022
POWERED BY FRUITNIK ELECTRO+ MARKED PROFESSIONAL GOLF’S RETURN TO CHENNAI

“The PGTI makes its long-awaited return to the 
city of Chennai, a major golfi ng hub, all thanks 
to the support of TNGF, our presenting partner 
Impiger Technologies, powered by partner 
Amrutanjan Healthcare Ltd and all the other 
event partners. We look forward to making our 
debut at a new venue, the TNGF golf course, 
which is sure to serve up a new set of challenges 
for the professionals. An enthralling week of 
golf thus lies in prospect.”
Mr. Ramakrishnamoorthy V, Global CEO, 
Impiger Technologies, said, “Impiger 
Technologies presents Chennai Open Golf 
Championship 2022! After a 4 year hiatus, 
PGTI is returning to Chennai with a bang! 
Impiger Technologies, one of the leading 
digital transformation solutions providers is 
excited to bring world-class golfi ng action back 
to Chennai. This is an important event for both 
PGTI & Chennai, as it will mark the return of 
professional golf to the city after several years.”
Mr. R K Jhaver, Honorary Secretary, TNGF, 
said, “We are extremely pleased to have the 
PGTI tournament at the TNGF golf course 
between 23rd & 26th August 2022. TNGF 
is staging a PGTI event for the fi rst time and 
hope it will be well competed amongst the 100+ 
professionals who have come from across India. 
The course is small but is very challenging and 
we do not expect many sub-par scores.”
Mr. Sambhu Prasad Sivalenka, Chairman 
& MD, Amrutanjan Healthcare Ltd, said, 
“Amrutanjan Healthcare has been associating 

itself with sports for a long time and we see 
a good fi t between our products and sports, 
particularly our rehydration and body range 
products. Our strategic association with PGTI 
dates back to 2018 and we are honoured to be 
a ‘Tour Partner’ of PGTI and promote the great 
game of golf in India. As an organization of 
over 125 years, we are guided by values, ethics 
and excellence and no other sport other than 
golf best refl ects these values.
“We are happy that PGTI is back to Chennai 
after four years and it gives us an immense 
pleasure to associate with PGTI in this great 
event again. By partnering in this tournament, 
we wish to have a very long partnership with 
PGTI that is mutually rewarding.”

Indian pros Karandeep Kochhar (left) & Manu Gandas (right) pose with the trophy at the Press Conference. The other 
dignitaries seen are: (L - R) Mr. Sambhu Prasad Sivalenka, Chairman & MD, Amrutanjan Healthcare Ltd, Mr. Srinivasan 
H R, Joint President, PGTI, Mr. R K Jhaver, Hon. Secretary, TNGF, Mr. U S Mundy, CEO, PGTI, Mr. Ramakrishnamoorthy 
V. Global CEO, Impiger Technologies & Mr. Anand Nair, GM, Crowne Plaza Chennai

Mr. Sambhu Prasad Sivalenka, Chairman & MD, 
Amrutanjan Healthcare Ltd, spoke about his successful 
association with PGTI over the last few years

Mr. Ramakrishnamoorthy V, Global CEO, 
Impiger Technologies, looked forward to 
associating with the PGTI for the first time

Mr. Srinivasan H R, Joint President, PGTI, 
expressed his delight at the recommencement 
of professional golf in Chennai
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Gurugram’s Manu Gandas marched to 
a convincing four-shot victory with a 
dazzling fi nal day performance of fi ve-

under 67 at the Impiger Technologies presents 
Chennai Open 2022 powered by Fruitnik 
Electro+ played at the TNGF Golf Course.
Gandas totaled 20-under 268 for the week at 
the Rs. 40 lakh event to lift his fourth PGTI 
trophy and as a result bag a cheque of Rs. 
6,00,000. The 26-year-old from the DLF 
Golf & Country Club, Gurugram, thus further 
consolidated himself in third position on the 
PGTI Order of Merit. 
Sri Lanka’s N Thangaraja took second place at 
16-under 272 following his fi nal round eff ort 
of 72.
Manu Gandas (68-65-68-67), lying overnight 
second, one shot off  the lead, began the fi nal 

MANU GANDAS MARCHES TO FOUR-SHOT VICTORY 
WITH DAZZLING FINAL DAY PERFORMANCE AT IMPIGER TECHNOLOGIES PRESENTS CHENNAI 
OPEN 2022 POWERED BY FRUITNIK ELECTRO+

day in ideal fashion with a chip-in birdie on the 
fi rst hole. Gandas then cut out the errors and 
kept himself in play to make pars all the way 
till the eighth.
Thereafter, Manu missed some up and downs 
but managed to extend his lead with some 
excellent putting, making birdie conversions 
from a range of 10 to 30 feet on the ninth, 13th 
and 16th holes. Manu fi nally found the par-5 
18th green in two and two-putted for a closing 
birdie to capture his third title of the year.
Manu said, “The most important things for me 
over the last one year have been identifying my 
shortcomings and the consistency with which 
I’ve followed my processes. Importantly, I 
took a month off  from the game during the mid-
season break to fully recover from my injuries 
and that really helped at the end. I didn’t look 

at the leaderboard on the fi nal day but instead 
just focused on my target which was a total of 
20-under. I fi nally managed to achieve it.”
N Thangaraja (66-67-67-72), the overnight 
leader by one shot, made a poor start with three 
bogeys on the front-nine but came roaring back 
with three birdies on the back-nine to claim 
second position. 

“THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS FOR 
ME OVER THE LAST ONE YEAR HAVE 
BEEN IDENTIFYING MY SHORTCOMINGS 
AND THE CONSISTENCY WITH WHICH 
I’VE FOLLOWED MY PROCESSES.”

Champion Manu Gandas receives the cheque and trophy from Mr. R K Jhaver, Honorary Secretary, TNGF (3rd from 
left), Mr. Sambhu Prasad Sivalenka, Chairman & Managing Director, Amrutanjan Healthcare Ltd (2nd from right), Mr. 
Ramakrishnamoorthy V, Global CEO, Impiger Technologies (2nd from left), Mr. Projjwal Ghosh representing Crowne 
Plaza Chennai Adyar Park (extreme right) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (extreme left)

Manu Gandas - Winner

N Thangaraja - Runner-up
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PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

JEEV 
MILKHA SINGH
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HIGHLIGHTS

• Best fi nish by an Indian at the Masters (Tied 25th in 2008)

• Represented India at the Asian Games (Beijing 1990), 
   Alfred Dunhill Cup (1996 & 1999) and World Cup of 
   Golf (2008 & 2009) 

• Represented Asia at the Dynasty Cup (2003) and 
   Royal Trophy (2007, 2010, 2011 & 2012)

• Highest World Rank - 28 (an Indian record)

• Padma Shri in 2007

• Arjuna Award in 1999

• Joint record holder of most wins (4) by an 
   Indian on the European Tour

• The only Indian to win on the European 
   continent (3 wins on European soil)

• 4 Wins on the Japan Golf Tour (an Indian 
   record)

• 5 Wins on the Asian Tour 

• Asian Tour Order of Merit champion in 2006 & 
   2008

• 14 Major Appearances: Masters - 3, PGA Championship  - 4,  
         US Open - 5, The Open - 2
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http://thaigolfpass.com/



