
McIlroy wraps whirlwind year looks toward major triumph in 2023 

MEDIA ASSOCIATES MEDIA PARTNER

` 

GOLF ACCESSORIES 
THAT SUIT YOUR 
INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

FEATURE

Dustin Johnson
Henrik Stenson
Lee Westwood

LESSONS FROM LEGENDS

VISHWA 
SAMUDRA 

GOLDEN EAGLES 
IS BACK IN ITS 
6th EDITION !

CHINTA SASIDHAR 
CHAIRMAN 

VISHWA SAMUDRA 
GROUP

IN DISCUSSION WITH

          Glorious Years

https://www.golfplusmonthly.com/






4   G o l f P l u s    J A N U A R Y   2 0 2 3

Editor-in-Chief
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opportunities for LIV Golf members. 
A total of 10 International Series events will be 
part of the full 2023 Asian Tour schedule, with the 
remaining six in the series to be included in future 
announcements. 
The 2023 Asian Tour season will open with 
its fl agship event, the $5 million PIF Saudi 
International powered by Softbank Investment 
Advisers on Feb. 2-5. Royal Greens Golf and 
Country Club, site of the last regular-season event 
during the inaugural 2022 LIV Golf Invitational 
Series, is the tournament venue for the fi fth 
consecutive year. The fi rst International Series 
tournament takes place the following week, Feb. 
9-12 in Oman. The International Series will remain 
in the Middle East for the event in Qatar, Feb. 
16-19. International Series Thailand will return to 
Black Mountain Golf Club on March 9-12. 
International Series Vietnam will be played in 
Cam Ranh on April 13-16. It will be the fi rst 
time in seven years that the Asian Tour has 
played in Vietnam.
The team at GolfPlus Monthly wishes all our 
readers the best for the year 2023!

LIV Golf has unveiled the dates and locations of 
seven of its 14 tournaments for 2023, with the 
remaining events to be announced in the coming 
weeks. The offi  cial LIV Golf League schedule 
will take place between February and September.
LIV Golf HAS sought inclusion in the Offi  cial 
World Golf Ranking and remains hopeful that its 
tournaments will be given world ranking points, 
one of the key pathways to qualifying for the 
majors. 

ON TO THE MASTERS!
LIV Golf League members will be invited to 
compete in the 2023 Masters, with Augusta 
National Golf Club chairman Fred Ridley 
announcing that the current qualifi cation criteria 
will remain in place for next year’s fi rst major. 
Of the 78 players on the latest qualifi cation list 
16 are members of LIV Golf.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES CONTINUE!
LIV Golf has made a sizable commitment to 
the International Series, with prize purses of 
$2 million or more for each tournament to help 
invigorate the game in Asia and the Middle East.
The 2023 season will mark the second year of 
the LIV Golf-supported International Series, 
the ground-breaking set of elevated events on 
the Asian Tour that recognizes and develops 
next-generation stars while providing playing 
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Sadhguru: Many of you have started the 21-
day sadhana till Dhanya Pournami, which is 
generally known as Thaipoosam in Tamil Nadu. 
The signifi cance of such periods of sadhana is 
unfortunately being lost in so-called modern 
societies. Today, it is only the uneducated and the 
rural people who do these sadhanas. Once you 
become educated, you are not supposed to do 
anything right. You are supposed to be confused 
about everything! 
The moment you get educated, you are supposed 
to get confused about all the most basic aspects 
that human beings have been doing for thousands 
of years - about your body, your mind, your 
relationships, the world around you – about 
everything. That is the quality of the educated. 
So we can imagine the quality of education that 
we are rendering to the world. 
Education is no longer about making human 
beings, it is creating scattered human beings. 
They feel they are superior to everyone, but they 
are confused about every little thing. They do not 
know what an illiterate peasant knows, but they 
think are superior. They are defi nitely a superior 
level of confusion.
The signifi cance of a sadhana period like this is 
to bring an organic intelligence to your system, a 
diff erent dimension of intelligence which makes 
life eff ortless. You do not imagine that creation is 
a problem that you have to solve. Creation is not a 
problem. Creation is a tremendous phenomenon. 
You can either ride it, or you can be crushed 
by it. The choice is yours. If you ride it, it is a 
phenomenon beyond anyone’s imagination. If 
you are crushed by it, it is a horrible thing.

Riding the Wave
Life is a horrible thing for those who are being 

crushed and ground by it, but it is a phenomenal 
thing for those who ride the wave of life. 
Recently, I was watching a video of the longest 
surf ride. These waves could crush people to 
death, but for the one who rides it with just a 
simple piece of plastic or wood, the joy of it is 
diff erent. The same thing goes for life as a whole 
- if you ride it, it is such a fabulous phenomenon. 
Otherwise you cannot fathom the depth of one’s 
suff ering.
Sadhana is a tool to rise, to be able to ride the 
surf of life. The word “sadhana” literally means a 
tool or an instrument. If you do not have the right 
kind of tools, every simple thing will become 
a problem. I was in an international airport 
recently, and there was a young woman there. 
She was sitting in the center of the hallway, not 
on a chair but on her bag. Thousands of people 
were walking up and down, everyone with 
their trolley - someone rushing to the airplane, 
someone getting off  and coming – but she was 
undisturbed by all this. She was sitting there with 
a small mirror and a little tweezer and plucking 
her eyebrows very effi  ciently. 
I thought her level of focus was quite something. 
The important thing was the tiny little tool that 
she had. It was a little forceps that she was so 
effi  ciently using in the middle of a hallway 
in an airport, where thousands of people are 
moving - undisturbed and pulling it off . Whoever 
innovates these tiny little instruments, hats off  to 
them! 
From the smallest level of instrument to the 
highest, it is the level of focus and involvement 
that makes the instrument eff ective. Of course, 
the design of the instrument is important, but still, 
with this tweezer, with so many people going 
around, you could poke your eyeballs out. It is a 

tiny little sharp thing. The level of involvement is 
very important. It is all a question of how much it 
matters to you – not your eyebrows. I mean your 
spiritual process. If you grow a third eye, there is 
one more to be tweezed! But it usually does not 
grow a brow, just the eye!

Involvement and Focus
The sadhana is structured  in such a way that the 
maximum results happen with minimum eff ort. 
Sadhana is like an eyebrow tweezer - if you 
apply it meticulously, it works well. Otherwise 
you can poke your eyeballs with it. That is not 
the purpose for which it is created. It is the 
meticulous way in which you go about it and 
the level of involvement and focus in it that will 
bring results. The tool is important, but how you 
use it is most important. If I ask you to tighten 
something with a screwdriver, and you put the 
wrong end in, all you will do is poke yourself. 
In the surfi ng video, I was watching this young 
boy fl oating on the surf endlessly – each time 
you thought it is going to end, it does not. He 
goes more and more, with just a piece of plastic. 
You have seen all the things we can do with a 
frisbee. Just a piece of plastic, but it can keep 
your life going if you know how to use it. This 
sadhana is just like that. 
It is very simple. We could make it more 
complex, but if we make it very sophisticated 
and complex, a lot of people cannot understand 
what the hell it is all about. Do not be fooled by 
the simplicity. If you give yourself absolutely, 
it produces results that you cannot imagine 
possible. That is all it takes with life because 
we do not have to create it – it is already there. 
We just have to make it function smoothly and 
effi  ciently at its highest possible level. If you had 
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Feature

SHIVANGA SADHANA
A TOOL TO RISE
RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY 
AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION
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Feature

The sadhana is 
such that you 

understand the 
instruments 

of body, mind, 
speech, hearing, 

seeing.

thought. You can think, “I like this person.” The 
next moment, you can think, “I hate this person.” 
You are allowed that freedom. If you think, “I like 
this person,” it will be true. If you think, “I don’t 
like this person,” that will also be true for you.
After all, it is your thought - at least you must 
be able to think pleasantly. If even in your 
thought you are unpleasant, then you have found 
employment in hell. You have no present, but 
you have a future because you have a job waiting 
for you. I am sure the HR department in hell will 
recruit you because you are such an expert in 
torturing yourself that you should do very well in 
torturing other people! 
The sadhana is such that you understand the 
instruments of body, mind, speech, hearing, 
seeing. All these are your instruments. How you 
learn to use them is your business. You can use 
them towards your wellbeing, or you can use 
them to make yourself into a private hell of your 
own. At least your hell, do it privately - do not 
make it public. 

The Simple Things
During this sadhana, every breath, every step, 
every heartbeat should be on and on. That is when 
you know how signifi cant simple things can be, 
and what great things these simple things can do. 

to make life, that would be a diff erent kind of 
challenge. Everything is there. You just have to 
position it right. That is all. And that will happen 
with the sadhana.

Finding Employment in Hell
This sadhana is intentionally structured in such 
a way that some of it appeals to you and some 
of it does not. What does not break you or bend 
you, that is what you are comfortable with. But 
what you do not like is most important. If you 
are doing what you like with hundred percent 
involvement, then you must do what you do not 
like with two hundred percent involvement. 
Are you eating the neem ball in the mornings? 
Maybe you are throwing it in the back of the throat 
and drinking water over it. No, you must put it in 
your mouth and chew it. Instead of a neem ball, 
we could provide you a rasgulla. But you can eat 
a rasgulla with complete unawareness. If we give 
you a heap of rasgulla, after some time, you do 
not even know how many you have eaten. But 
will you ever forget how many neem balls you 
ate? If somebody says, “You ate only two neem 
balls”, you will say, “No, I ate three!” Neem is 
very benefi cial, but above all, things that you do 
not like make you very alert to life. 
Your likes and dislikes are just a question of 

Such simple things have done miraculous things. 
It is the atoms that built the whole cosmos. They 
are so insignifi cant that you cannot even see 
them in a microscope. We could have ignored 
them, but they made the planet, the universe and 
everything. So do not ignore those simple things. 
It is only because those simple things have been 
ignored that life has become complex. If you had 
taken care of those simple things, life would be 
wonderful.
How to sit, how to stand, how to breathe - bring 
these simple things into your life. Life will 
become a graceful process, not an aberration. 
That is what the sadhana is about. The only 
aspiration in your life should be you must do 
your life in the highest possible way - whatever 
you see as the highest, at least to that level, it 
must happen. Otherwise it is a worthless life. You 
do not have to do what I see as the highest. But 
at least what you see as the highest must happen. 
If you do not aspire for what you hold as the 
highest, that is a wasted life. Do not be a wasted 
life because the most precious thing about life is 
life itself - not the diamonds, the property or the 
money. Will you get this now or will you get it 
on your deathbed when you are taking your last 
breath? You will anyway get it one day. I think 
today is a good day.
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Cover Story

he Delhi edition on November 13th 
saw over 100 Golfers at the ITC 
Classic Golf Course in Manesar and 

the Hyderabad edition at the Boulder Hills Golf 
& Country Club witnessed over 200 Golfers in 
2 sessions (morning and noon) competing for 
coveted prizes! With a round of golf during the 
day and a night fi lled with entertainment and 
fun, the events wound up in the true sense of 

VISHWA SAMUDRA GOLDEN 
EAGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 
2022 CELEBRATES  
GOLF! GLAMOUR! GLORY!

the theme: Golf! Glamour! Glory!
The Hole in 1 Prize was the most sought-
after of them all: a BMW 530i car. The hole 
distance being 155 yards in Manesar and 140 
yards in Hyderabad, although no one could 
achieve this feat.
The Golden Eagles Golf Championship began 
in 2015 as a vision of Mr. Chinta Sasidhar, 

Chairman - Vishwa Samudra Group. The 
event very quickly grew to become the most 
sought-after corporate golf event in India. The 
event celebrates Golf, Glamour and Glory in 
all its form!
With a mix of pros, celebrities, amateurs and 
corporate golfers, the event’s popularity has 
soared over the years. It has witnessed popular 
fi gures like: Brian Lara, Sharmila Nicolette, 

T

IN ITS 6TH EDITION, THE VISHWA SAMUDRA GOLDEN EAGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
KICKED OFF WITH GRANDEUR AND HIGH ENTHUSIASM ACROSS 2 LEGS IN DELHI 
AND HYDERABAD IN NOVEMBER 2022. 

The man behind VS Golden Eagles: Chinta Sasidhar, along with Kapil Dev

er StoryCovverCov

Overall Winner of the Delhi leg: Badal Yagnik Overall Winner of the Hyderabad leg: Rajender Gaddam

The Hole-in-1 Prize: BMW 530i



Chitrangada Singh, Tamanna Bhatia, Leander 
Paes, R Madhavan, Rakulpreet Singh, Shilpa 
Shetty and more.  
The format of having pros in the competition 
makes this invitational event interesting thereby 
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The Golden Eagles Golf 
Championship began 
in 2015 as a vision of 
Mr. Chinta Sasidhar, 
Chairman - Vishwa 
Samudra Group. The 
event very quickly grew 
to become the most 
sought-after corporate 
golf event in India. The 
event celebrates Golf, 
Glamour and Glory in all 
its form!

Cover Story

increasing the level of competitiveness across 
the course. This edition included pros like 
Rachel Drummond and Bella Angel from the 
UK and Indian pros Tvesa Malik and Ridhima 
Dhilawari.  Former Indian Cricket Captain 

and star of the 1983 World Cup winning team, 
Kapil Dev who is an ace golfer also showed his 
expertise on the course in both the cities.
Paul Barrington – World Trick Shot Champion 
and by far the world’s best Golf Trick-shot 
artist, showcased mind blowing tricks to prep 
the golfers before tee-off . 
In both cities, the golfers were tested by the sun 
and sand across 18 holes with unfavourable 
wind conditions. The golfers had several 
contests across the course: Hitting the Wings, 
Straightest Drive, Longest Drive, Closest to 
Pin and Second closest to Pin. The Blindfold 
Putting Challenge was the most fun-fi lled with 
players winning Oakley glasses to the tunes of 
the saxophone.  
The evening session is a glitzy and glamourous 
aff air fi lled with entertainment, cocktails, 
dinner and the grand prize distribution 
ceremony. Hosted by popular anchor 
Mandira Bedi and the Liv Tour host Bella, the 
entertainment section included Dance Acts 
by one of India’s most popular dance groups 

The theme of the event: Golf! Glamour! Glory!

The Celebration: Onwards and Upwards! Smiles beyond the golf course

Liv Tour Anchor Bella Angel with Mandira Bedi Former Pro from UK Rachel Drummond
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Shraey Khanna & Group, who were also on 
UK’s Got Talent! Aerial acts, a Light Artist and 
the most interesting visual display, with a 3D 
Screen! Something that has never been seen on 
a golf course in India. 
The evenings in both cities witnessed 
celebrities like Actress Chitrangada Singh, 
Miss India 2011 Hasleen Kaur, Miss India 
Universe 2017 Roshmitha Harimurthy and 
Actress Prachee Tehlan.
The evening witnessed a stellar audience of 
over 700 people for the entertainment and prize 
distribution section. The exotic line of prizes 
included: Rolex Watches, customised Honma 
Golf Sets, iPhones, Apple Watches, PXG Irons 
and Hampers from Body Shop.
Every player was given a Welcome Kit 
consisting of Callaway playing kits: VS 
T-shirts, caps, gloves, Tees, Golf Balls, etc.
The Overall Winner Prize in Hyderabad was 
given by Mr. Kapil Dev and Ms. Shailaja 
Vallabhaneni, wife of late CEO of VS 
Engineering Mr. Srinivas Vallabhaneni, an ace 
golfer and an instrumental fi gure involved in 
this event over the years.
We had the opportunity to interview the 
Chairman of the Vishwa Samudra Group – Mr. 
Chinta Sasidhar. The man behind this event! 
An avid golfer himself and someone whose 
love and passion for the sport can be seen 
across all layers of this mega event. 

Cover StoryCover Sver Story

Refuelling Golfers: The VS Health Bar World’s Best Golf Trickster Paul Barrington

Go long: Indian Pro Ridhima Dhilawari Aerial Artist

MD Anil Yendluri & Family with Chitrangada Singh

No empty seats for the night!
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A GAME OF SYMPHONY 
& HARMONY
In the Words of Mr. Chinta 
Sasidhar
At Vishwa Samudra, we are very passionate 
about golf, which refl ects in this annual fl agship 
event: the Vishwa Samudra Golden Eagles 
Championships. We look forward to making 
it bigger and better each year, by creating a 
platform where all golf enthusiasts from across 
the country can have a good time and create 
memories they can cherish. 
Golf is the ultimate gentleman’s sport, and I 
believe all golfers are generally great achievers, 
good human beings and good souls. There 
is a genuine sentiment of camaraderie and 
bonhomie in golf which I haven’t found in any 
other sport. This is the only sport where I can 
genuinely applaud my co-players if he/she plays 
a good shot. 
In golf, this appreciation for one’s co-players is 
genuine, as one understands that the co-player’s 
good game doesn’t aff ect one’s own game. 
One is only concerned with how one plays. It 
is a very internal process. Golf is not War. It is 
a Symphony. People don’t play against each 
other; they play together in harmony. 
From a larger perspective, one plays against the 
golf course. Every course has its own dynamics 
- some are fl at, some hilly, a few are slow while 
some are fast. This is what makes the sport 
interesting and adds the surprise element every 
time we play on diff erent courses. 
This 6th edition of VS Golden Eagles is crucial 
for us at Vishwa Samudra as one of the fastest 
growing business groups. It is a platform for 
us to announce to our stakeholders, associates, 
and prospective clients – the new developments 
within the group. Having touched an order book 
value of US$ 2 Billion in the last 20 months, 
Vishwa Samudra Engineering has also made 
an entry into international projects in countries 
like Guyana and Maldives. With projects 
panning across Ports, Fishing Harbours, Marine 

Cover Story

And that’s how the 6th edition concluded!

urban transportation and add a new layer to 
commuting in India.
Vishwa Samudra Engineering is the fl agship 
company of the multi-lateral Vishwa Samudra 
Group, which has 28 companies operating 
across India and other countries. 
The group, with its focus on sustainability, has 
taken a pledge to replace single-use plastics with 
one of our new brands, Ecolastic, made from 
100% compostable corn-starch which we are 
sure will revolutionise the packaging industry 
and replace the need to go for single use plastic.
The golfers also got a glimpse of the activities 
we do on the philanthropic side under the 
Chinta Sasidhar Foundation, with one of the key 
activities being Nandha Gokulam, an initiative 
to save male calves and bulls.  
We look forward to hosting the 7th edition of the 
Vishwa Samudra Golden Eagles Championships 
in 2023, bigger and better, in line with the theme 
Golf! Glamour! Glory!

Structures, Roads, Runways, Housing, and 
more, Vishwa Samudra Engineering bagged 
India’s fi rst Ropeway Project in Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh - a project that would redefi ne 

Off the bunker: Chinta Sasidhar Off the Tee: Indian Pro Tvesa Mallik

Chinta Sasidhar with Shailaja Vallabhaneni who presented the Overall Winner in Hyderabad



ALL INDIA JUNIOR BOYS & GIRLS  GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP – 2022
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Date : Finals on 23rd December

S.NO. VENUE NAME TOTAL RANK

1 UTTAR PRADESH  AARAV D SHAH 287 1

2 HARYANA ARJUN SINGH BHATIA 288 2

3 WEST BENGAL ANSHUL MISHRA 289 3

4 MAHARASHTRA ARADHEEA GAWADE 293 4

5 UTTAR PRADESH  VINAMARA ANAND 295 5

CATEGORY     A Boys
RESULTS  TOP 5

S.NO. VENUE NAME TOTAL RANK

1 WEST BENGAL ANSHUL MISHRA 289 1

2 KARNATAKA MANOJ. S 298 2

3 UTTAR PRADESH  KANAV CHAUHAN 301 3

4 DELHI RANVEER MITROO 305 4

5 HARYANA VIHAAN JAIN 311 5

CATEGORY     B Boys

Anshul Mishra

S.NO. VENUE NAME TOTAL RANK

1 DELHI KARTIK SINGH 207 1

2 KARNATAKA AYAN AHMED 217 2

3 CHANDIGARH HARJAI MILKHA SINGH 219 3

4 KARNATAKA ADITHYA J KAMATH 229 4

5 PUNJAB ARJUNVEER SHISHIR 230 5

CATEGORY     C Boys

Kartik Singh

CHANGE OF GUARD!

The Governing body of Indian Golf -The Indian Golf Union underwent 
a change of Guard during the elections held in December 2022. 
The elections saw complete exit of the defence services from the 

management council. The fresh Governing Council for the years 2022-
2024 is headed by Brijender Singh from BPGC Mumbai as the President 
and Farzan Heerjee from Jharkand as the Vice President, Harish Shetty 
from Karnataka is the new Secretary General while Sanjeev Rattan from 
Uttar Pradesh has been appointed as the Treasurer. The executive council 
members include Simarjeet Singh, Sundeep Verma Navita Manshing, 
S.K. Sharma, Nagesh Singh , M Jayant Tagore, Shashank B.Sandhu, 

Shyam Sunder and Gaurav Bajaj.
The Indian Golf Union is the keeper of the game in India and has been 
responsible for its development. The current change may bode well 
for the game as the Golf Courses belonging to the Defence services 
marred by restrictions placed on them could not pay an active role in the 
development of the sport.
With the Hero Indian Open slated round the corner the new council will 
have to gear up for the event. The US$ 2 Million Dollar event has been 
put-off  for the last few years due to the Covid19 Pandemic. 
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IGU 121TH AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP OF INDIA - 2022 
Venue : Bombay Presidency Golf Club, Mumbai

S.NO. VENUE NAME TOTAL RANK

1 KARNATAKA AVANI PRASHANTH 203 1

2 KARNATAKA ANVITHA NARENDER 211 2

3 CHANDIGARH MANNAT BRAR 216 3

4 MAHARASHTRA NISHNA PATEL 217 4

5 KARNATAKA JASMINE SHEKAR 218 5

CATEGORY     A Girls

S.NO. VENUE NAME TOTAL RANK

1 KARNATAKA KEERTHANA RAJEEV 227 1

2 KARNATAKA SAANVI S 229 2

3 HARYANA MAHREEN BHATIA 234 3

4 MAHARASHTRA ANURADHA CHAUDHURI 234 3

5 HARYANA RIYA JADON 235 5

CATEGORY     B Girls

S.NO. VENUE NAME TOTAL RANK

1 CHANDIGARH GUNTAS KAUR SANDHU 227 1

2 DELHI AAHANA KASHYAP 244 2

3 TAMIL NADU KRITI PAREKH 245 3

4 DELHI SHAMBHAVI CHATURVEDI 257 4

5 GOA RASHI MISHRA 260 5

CATEGORY     C Girls

32 Player played Round 1 on Strokeplay format on 15th December with only 8 players qualifying for Quarter Finals. The Final round on 18th 
December with Sandeep Yadav & Mohd Wasil, saw Sandeep Yadav emerging as Winner.

Keerthana Rajeev
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The Frenchman began the day with a 
two-shot advantage and carded an eagle 

and three birdies on the front nine to 
stretch his lead to fi ve strokes at the turn.
He then safely parred the next seven holes 
in breezy conditions before a bogey-birdie 
fi nish saw him end the tournament on 19 
under par and banish the memory of his play-
off  defeat to Rasmus Højgaard in this event 
three years ago.
Rozner’s commanding victory in the fi nal 
event of the calendar year is his third win on 
the DP World Tour and fi rst since the 2021 
Commercial Bank Qatar Masters.
Spaniard Alfredo Garcia-Heredia fi nished 
alone in second on 14 under after posting a 
fl awless 67 on his 41st birthday.
Rozner did well to keep his card clean in the 
early stages of the fourth round, pulling off  a 
remarkable recovery shot from a tricky lie to 
save par at the third.
Yet another phenomenal iron shot gave Rozner 
a birdie opportunity on the tenth but this time 
he was unable to convert, and a further chance 
evaded him at the short 11th.
He recovered from an errant tee-shot on the 

12th to walk away from there with a par, before 
parring the 13th, 14th and 15th.
He made amends at the last, though, almost 
chipping in for an eagle before knocking in 
the close-range birdie putt to close out a 
stunning victory.

An emotional Rozner said: “Unbelievable. 
It’s a tough game. We practise so hard all year 
long and a win is a win and I’m so glad I got 
this done.I knew if I kept playing like this 
there was going to be no issue at the end but 
it was so hard.”

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

The DP World Tour and BMW Group 
have signed an extension to their 

partnership that will see the leading premium 
automotive brand BMW remain an Offi  cial 
Partner, and the Offi  cial Car, of the DP World 
Tour until the end of the 2027 season.
As part of the agreement, BMW will also remain 
as Title Partner until 2027 of both the BMW 
PGA Championship - a Rolex Series event - 
and the BMW International Open, where it will 
remain the promoter of the tournament.
“The close collaboration with the European 
Tour group, which started back in 1989 with the 
inaugural BMW International Open, played an 
important role in the BMW Group becoming 
one of the most reliable and dedicated partners 
in international golf. We are delighted to 
continue along this successful path with 
the DP World Tour, and to bring innovative 
developments to both the sport and our events,” 
said Bernhard Kuhnt, Senior Vice President 
BMW Group Europe. 
Guy Kinnings, Deputy Chief Executive and 
Chief Commercial Offi  cer of the European 
Tour group, added: “The BMW brand stands 
for luxury, innovation, and sportiness - all 
values that closely match our own and the Tour 
benefi ts signifi cantly from partnering with 
such an iconic brand and respected partner of 

the game of golf. Over the last 33 years we 
have developed an extremely close working 
relationship that continues to drive strong 
value to BMW’s global engagement in sport. 
With this extended partnership, we will have 

ample opportunities to use the DP World Tour 
to showcase both their range of products and 
our collective leadership credentials in passion 
areas such as sustainability and technology 
innovation.”

THE DP WORLD TOUR AND BMW GROUP SIGN FIVE-YEAR PARTNERSHIP EXTENSION

ANTOINE ROZNER STORMS TO RESOUNDING VICTORY IN MAURITIUS
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Antony Scanlon, Executive Director of the IGF, 
said: “We are grateful for the leadership of Keith 
Pelley and Annika Sörenstam as we continue to 
encourage the international development of the 
sport of golf. As two prominent members in the 
international golf landscape, Keith and Annika 
will bring extensive experience and knowledge 
to our overall strategy and we are thrilled to 
have them in these key roles. I also want to 
thank PGA TOUR Commissioner Jay Monahan 
for his tenure as the IGF Chairman and we’re 
delighted to have him continue on the Board 
moving forward.”

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

OCKIE STRYDOM CLAIMS MAIDEN DP WORLD TOUR 
TITLE AT LEOPARD CREEK

Ockie Strydom secured his 
maiden DP World Tour title in 

style, producing a back-nine birdie 
blitz on day four to win the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship by two 
shots. Overnight co-leader Strydom 
remained in a share of the lead as he 
reached the turn on Sunday following 
a roller-coaster front nine which saw 
him open with fi ve successive pars 
before going birdie-bogey-birdie-
double bogey from the sixth hole.
The South African then found his 
very best form after the turn, reeling 
off  birdies at the tenth, 11th, 13th 
and 14th to open up a commanding 
three-shot lead.
And he cruised to victory from 
there, signing for a closing 69 to 
fi nish the tournament on 18 under par and enter the DP World Tour winner’s circle for the fi rst 
time at the age of 37.
Adrian Otaegui fi nished alone in second on 16 under after carding four birdies and no bogeys in 
his fi nal-round 68 at Leopard Creek Country Club.
Strydom said: “It feels good. I’ve fi nally done it. To do it on Leopard Creek as well is something 
special.”It’s nice. I think my plans just changed a little bit! It’s the bush. I’m calm in the bush. My 
fi rst win was in the bush and now we’re back in the bush.I’m just happy.”

Keith Pelley, the Chief Executive of the 
European Tour group, has been elected 

as the new Chairman of the International Golf 
Federation (IGF). 
Pelley will serve as Chairman of the IGF from 
2023-2027, while World Golf Hall of Fame 
Member Annika Sörenstam, the ten-time 
Major Champion and host of the Volvo Cars 
Scandinavian Mixed, was also re-elected as IGF 
President.
The IGF was founded in 1958 and is the 
recognised International Federation within the 
Olympic and Paralympic Movement.
Pelley said: “I am very honoured to accept 
this important and prestigious role and I look 
forward to working with Annika and Antony 
Scanlon, the IGF’s Executive Director, as well 
as the individual member Federations and Tours, 
to continue to develop our sport globally. 
“I have always said that I believe golf is the 
most inclusive of all sports and the IGF, 
through its relationships with these member 
organisations and the Olympic and Paralympic 
Movement, undoubtedly has an important part 
to play in promoting this internationally and 
showcasing golf as a sport for all.”

 

GALLACHER ANNOUNCED 
AS CAPTAIN FOR 2023 
JUNIOR RYDER CUP 

Stephen Gallacher will captain Team 
Europe at the 2023 Junior Ryder Cup, 

while Ryder Cup Europe and the European 
Golf Association have confi rmed the 
selection process for the European junior 
team.
The Scot, a four-time DP World Tour 
winner, was part of the European team 
that defeated the United States to retain 
the Ryder Cup in 2014, winning 16 1⁄2 to 
11 1⁄2 at Gleneagles Hotel.
Six boys and six girls will take on the 
USA in Rome from September 26-28, 
2023, with the fi rst two days of the Junior 
Ryder Cup being played at Golf Nazionale 
before the decisive singles matches are 
held at Marco Simone Golf & Country 
Club, the Ryder Cup venue, on the eve 
of the 44th edition of the biennial contest 
between Europe and the United States.
Three boys and three girls will earn a place 
on the European Junior Ryder Cup team 
through a season-long ranking system, 
which has been organised by the European 
Golf Association, while the remaining six 
players will be selected by Gallacher, the 
European Junior Ryder Cup Captain.
The Scot set up the Stephen Gallacher 
Foundation to help and encourage junior 
golfers in Scotland and he will now lead 
the European junior team in Rome as he 
continues to inspire the next generation 
of golfers.
“I am absolutely delighted to be named 
Junior European Ryder Cup Captain for 
2023. It’s a privilege to be able to lead a 
team of the best juniors in Europe against 
America in Rome. “said Gallacher.

KEITH PELLEY NAMED CHAIRMAN OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL GOLF FEDERATION



HIT IT LIKE HIDEKI

1 Position the ball off  the left heel, with 
the upper body tilted slightly away 
from the target. This helps you to hit 
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by Chris Cox/PGA TOUR

REPLICATE THE WINNING
SHOT FROM THE SONY OPEN

In this tutorial, Anderson explains how to hit 
a high fade like the one Hideki Matsuyama 
used in a playoff  to win the 2022 Sony Open 

in Hawaii, where the Japanese star fl ushed 
a high, left-to-right fade from 276 yards out 
that landed just 2 feet from the hole.

1

3 2



(launch) the ball high so it can land softly 
on the green. 

2 Set your body left of the target (where 
you want the ball to start) and aim the 
club face where you want the ball to 

fi nish. 

3 Swing the club along your body line, 
keeping the club face open to your 
swing direction or path.

4 The back of the left hand and face of 
the club are looking toward the sky, 
not rotating over. The right arm stays 

behind the shaft, while the toe of the club 
does not pass the heel through impact. This 
promotes a left-to-right ball fl ight. 
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Todd Anderson is the Director of Instruction at the PGA TOUR Performance Center at TPC Sawgrass, home 
of THE PLAYERS Championship. The 2010 National PGA Teacher of the Year has seen his students amass 
more than 50 victories across the PGA TOUR and Korn Ferry Tour, including two FedExCup titles. He is 
currently rated by Golf Digest as one of the top 20 golf instructors in the United States.
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The Northern Irishman might have smashed 
records for most consecutive days of being 
a must-search on Google. That’s how 
newsworthy he was, how brilliant was his 

golf, how successful was his life, and how 
refreshingly honest was his candor.
On and off  the course, he simply was 
a juggernaut and it culminated with an 

It perhaps could have been a more 
eventful 2022 golf season for Rory 
McIlroy. Though truthfully, you would 

be hard-pressed to say how.

PGA TOUR’S STAR PLAYER TAKES 
STAND ON, OFF THE COURSE EN 
ROUTE TO MEMORABLE SEASON

MCILROY WRAPS WHIRLWIND YEAR 
LOOKS TOWARD MAJOR TRIUMPH IN 2023

By Jim McCabe
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achievement that had never before been done. 
McIlroy became the fi rst player at the same 
time to be No. 1 in the Offi  cial World Golf 
Ranking, No. 1 in the FedExCup, and No. 1 
on the DP World Tour.
While his competitors would certainly pay 
great respect to that layer of history, there 
is another aspect to this success that might 
gnaw on them. That’s because McIlroy has 
served notice that he isn’t yet done. “I feel 
like I’m healthy, I’m (just) 33 and I feel like 
my body is in the best shape it’s ever been in. 
Hopefully, it’s just moving ahead and keep on 
moving on.”
Oh, how he moved beautifully in 2022, 
piling up three signifi cant PGA TOUR wins 
- the CJ CUP to open his season, the RBC 
Canadian Open in mid-summer, and in 
August he claimed his third win at the TOUR 
Championship which brought him a third 
FedExCup. Throw in uncanny consistency 
(he was top 10 in 10 of his 16 PGA TOUR 
starts, including all four majors, and on the 
DP World Tour he was in the top four in fi ve 
of six tournaments) and you have a season 
that was beyond satisfying.
“I was a model of consistency the whole way 
through the year,” said McIlroy. “I’m really 

proud of my year.”
Acutely aware of the media landscape that 
engulfs professional sports these days, McIlroy 
understands that fi nishing second at the 
Masters, eighth at the PGA Championship, joint 
fi fth at the U.S. Open, and third at the Open 
Championship might not satisfy observers who 
place intense scrutiny on what you do in the 
majors. And given that McIlroy is one of three 
players to own four major championships at 25 
or younger (Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods 
being the others), the threshold for success is 
exceedingly high for him.
“It’s been eight years since I won a major,” 
said McIlroy, who won the 2011 U.S. Open, 
2012 and 2014 PGA Championships, and 
2014 Open Championship. “But I feel like 
I’ve done everything else in the game since 
then. I’ve won three FedExCups (and four DP 
World Tour Championships). I’m as complete 
a golfer as I feel like I’ve ever been and 
hopefully I can continue on that path.”
In many ways, McIlroy was thrust into a role 
that might have been uncomfortable for most 
of the game’s superstars. But at a time when 
the stature of the PGA TOUR was challenged 
and players were provided an opportunity 
to profess their loyalty, it was McIlroy who 

unabashedly took the lead.
“I want to be on the right side of history,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of things that people play 
golf for and do their jobs for and it’s not just 
about money.
“It’s about other things. It’s about fulfi llment. 
It’s about trying to get the best out of yourself. 

“ I was struggling 
a little bit and made 
a couple of tweaks 
with my game and 

with my equipment, 
I went to a different 
golf ball. It seemed 

like just after that, my 
whole year turned 
around and I got a 

ton of momentum at 
the Masters. ”
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that it felt like a long time since San Antonio.”
Having broken from the gates with a sluggish 
start in ’22, McIlroy took ownership of his 
game. He did fi nish T-10 in the Genesis 
Invitational, but a warning sign of sorts went 
off  in March at the Arnold Palmer Invitational. 
Leading by two after an opening 65, McIlroy 
jammed it into reverse and a 76-76 weekend 
left him joint 13th.
The following week he had to hold on to make 
the cut on the number at THE PLAYERS 
Championship. He never got untracked and 
was mired in a share of 33rd.
Disturbed by his play and knowing that his 
recent track record in the major championships 
had been to start sluggishly and never be 
in contention, McIlroy made the executive 
decision to not go home and brood. No, sir. 
He was going to dig the answers out of the dirt 
in advance of the Masters.
He played the week before the Masters in the 
Valero Texas Open at TPC San Antonio.
McIlroy hadn’t played in the tournament 
since 2013 and while he didn’t turn around the 
stagnant game (he shot 72-73 and missed the 
cut), he was in a better frame of mind when he 
arrived at Augusta National Golf Club.

“I was struggling a little bit and made a 
couple of tweaks with my game and with 
my equipment,” said McIlroy. “I went to a 
diff erent golf ball. It seemed like just after 
that, my whole year turned around and I got a 
ton of momentum at the Masters.
“It just went from there.” How it “went from 
there” was electric as McIlroy, sitting 10 shots 
off  the lead and in no position to win the 
Masters, holed a bunker shot for birdie at the 
72nd hole to put a tidy bow on a bogey-free, 
fi nal-round 64. It enabled McIlroy to fi nish 
second to Scottie Scheffl  er.
More than a moral victory, it ignited a 
fi restorm of confi dence within McIlroy that 
he carried into the rest of the year. That it 
came in tandem with his vocal loyalty to the 
PGA TOUR – a strong public crusade that led 
Tiger Woods, Justin Thomas, Jon Rahm and 
a parade of other leading players to fall in 
behind him – made McIlroy the game’s most 
signifi cant and notable player in 2022.
McIlroy appreciates the recognition he 
received for his off -course leadership. “But 
for, I’m happiest when I’m playing my best,” 
he said. “It’s the sporting achievements that 
are the things that keep me going.”

It’s about the satisfaction of turning up and 
trying to play to your potential. Those are the 
things that certainly made me the happiest 
about play golf (in 2022).”
Perhaps most remarkable of all was this – 
the season hardly was fi lled with promise in 
the spring. McIlroy said that was a topic of 
conversation as he savored the fruits of his 
labor in the fall.
“Harry (Diamond, McIlroy’s caddie) and I 
were talking (about that). He reminded me 

“ It’s been eight 
years since I won 
a major, who won 
the 2011 U.S. Open, 
2012 and 2014 PGA 

Championships, 
and 2014 Open 

Championship. But 
I feel like I’ve done 

everything else in the 
game since then. ”
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the Asian Tour Order of Merit (OOM) title and 
Zimbabwe’s Scott Vincent, the International 
Series OOM.

Kyi Hla Han was one of Asia’s greatest 
golfers, not only in terms of his playing 
achievements but also in terms of 

his contribution to the game as Executive 
Chairman of the Asian Tour and as a tireless 
supporter of young players.When he passed 
away in February, it was evident from the 
heartfelt condolences that came from across 
the globe, just how deeply and widely he 
touched others’ lives while living his own 
to the fullest.To honor and further Kyi Hla’s 
legacy, the Han family and the Asian Tour 
have come together to establish the Kyi Hla 
Han Future Champions Programme.
Beginning in 2023, this exciting new initiative 
will help nurture some of Asia’s most 
promising young professional golfers as they 

start their rookie seasons on the Asian Tour. It 
will be a mission-driven program inspired by 
Kyi Hla’s lifelong commitment to putting Asia 
and its golfers on the map.
As a young professional, Kyi Hla was one of 
the fi rst Asian golfers to compete outside the 
Asian region. Known for his generosity on and 
off  the golf course, Kyi Hla always gave time 
and energy towards helping others. 
The 2023 recipient will be announced in the 
New Year and will receive a cash sponsorship 
as a kickstart to his rookie campaign on 
the Asian Tour, along with coverage of 
Qualifying Schools fees and expenses.  In 
addition to the fi nancial contribution, the 
player will also be guaranteed a number of 
starts on the Asian Tour.

THE KYI HLA HAN FUTURE CHAMPIONS PROGRAMME

The Asian Tour today unveiled its 
2023 schedule through to May, for 
what promises to be the fi nest start to 

a season the Tour has ever enjoyed.The new 
season will commence in Saudi Arabia, at the 
most lucrative event of the year, before being 
followed by an exciting blend of established and 
new tournaments, including four International 
Series events.   The impressive schedule boasts 
a total of 11 tournaments contested over 14 
weeks, starting with the US$5 million PIF 
Saudi International powered by Softbank 
Investment Advisers – won so dramatically by 
American Harold Varner III this year when he 

holed a 92-foot eagle putt on the 72nd hole – 
at Royal Greens Golf & Country Club, near 
Jeddah, from February 2-5.
“We are very proud to announce the start 
of the 2023 season, hot off  the heels of a 
tremendous 2022. It is fantastic to see us 
carry the momentum of the season we have 
just completed and start the new season at full 
pace.” said Cho Minn Thant, Commissioner & 
CEO, Asian Tour.
The 2022 season, which saw 20 tournaments 
staged, came to a dramatic conclusion two 
weeks ago in Indonesia where Thailand’s 
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ON THE ASIAN TOUR

ASIAN TOUR ANNOUNCES IMPRESSIVE START TO 2023

Sarit Suwannarut stormed to an impressive 
victory, marking himself down as one to look 
out for next year, while Sihwan Kim secured 
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while Zimbabwe’s Scott Vincent was third on 
US$ 517,845.
Vincent, Chinese-Taipei’s Chan Shih-chang, 
Canadian Richard T. Lee, and Thais Jazz 
Janewattananond, Phachara Khongwatmai, 
and Sadom Kaewkanjana, all had a chance 
of toppling Kim if they won today but their 
challenges faded on the back nine.
“It feels good, fi nally the season’s done and I 
can’t wait to get some rest,” said Kim.
“You know it’s been a long week with you 
know restarts and stuff  like that. I’ve been 
traveling a lot, this is my 28th event of the year 
and I think my body needs some rest. I just felt 
it today where my whole body was just off  sync 
and just couldn’t get anything done. 
“Of course [fi nishing fi rst] was on my mind, but 
I tried to not let that get to me too much. Been 
just kind of struggling with my putting all week 
this week and, and just barely made the cut after 
my Saturday restart. And yeah, it’s been tough, 
it always comes down to the last tournament 
and you know, Jazz [Janewattananond] and 
James Chan [Shih-chang] they were all up 
there, and Richard [T. Lee] was up there for a 
little bit, and if they had won they had a chance 
to chance to overtake me.”

BIRTHDAY BOY KIM COMPLETES CAREER DEFINING SEASON

The Asian Tour season came to a 
thrilling conclusion at the $1.5 million 
BNI Indonesian Masters presented by 

TNE in Jakarta, with Scott Vincent crowned 
International Series Order of Merit winner, 
a result that gave the Zimbabwean golfer a 
‘golden ticket’ to the LIV Golf League next 
season.
A T-10 fi nish for Vincent, the International 
Series England winner earlier this season, 
was enough to cement his place at the top of 
the season’s standings, with none of the other 
players breathing down his neck going into 
the fi nal event of the season able to fi nd the 
win that would have vaulted them to the top of 
the standings. Janewattananond came closest 
with a 12-under score this weekend, but that 
was only enough for him to secure a sixth-
place fi nish. 
Vincent now has his card for the 14-tournament 
series, which has recently announced dates 
in Mexico, Spain, Singapore and Australia 
for next season, lining up with some of the 
biggest names in world golf including Major 
winners Dustin Johnson, Cameron Smith and 
Brooks Koepka.
Securing his title, a delighted Vincent said: 
“It feels pretty special to win the International 

Series Order of Merit this year. It was not 
something that was on my radar earlier this 
year. Now that it is a reality, it’s unreal.” On 
earning his golden ticket to compete in next 
year’s LIV league, the 30-year-old added: “It’s 

incredible. Getting a taste of LIV this year, you 
want to go back. You want to compete against 
the best in the world. The fact that I get to do 
that now, it’s really cool, and I look forward to 
the challenge.”

VINCENT EARNS GOLDEN TICKET 

American Sihwan Kim completed the 
fi nest season of his 11-year professional 

career today when he wrapped up the Asian 
Tour Order of Merit title, appropriately on the 
day he turned 34.Kim fi nished equal 28th in the 
Asian Tour’s season-ending BNI Indonesian 

Masters presented by TNE which was enough 
to repel a number of players in with a chance of 
catching him.
He fi nished the year with US$627,458.33 in 
earnings, with Bio Kim from Korea ending in 
second place, having earned US$ 599,609.49, 
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American Chan Kim narrowly missed 
out fi nal-hole birdie to force a playoff  
as Hideto Tanihara surprised himself 

by overturning a four-shot defi cit to end his 
12-month winless run on JGTO with a successful 
defence of his Golf Nippon Series JT Cup.
Tanihara, 44, carded fi ve birdies to close with a 
fi ve-under-par 65 at the Tokyo Yomiuri Country 
Club for a winning total of 12-under-par 268 
which was good enough for him to hold off  Kim, 
Hiroshi Iwata and Daijiro Izumida for a one-shot 
victory.
Kim, the 2020 winner, birdied the 17th hole to get 
within a shot of Tanihara and was standing over 
the fi fth birdie putt from about eight feet on the 
challenging par-three 18th with a chance to tie.
However, the 32-year-old failed to convert 
the clutch putt and settled for a nevertheless 
impressive bogey-free 65 to fi nish runner-up 
for the second time this season.
“It’s the famous 18th green right? It’s a very, 
very tough putt,” said Kim, who fell just short 
of making it a back-to-back victory following 
last week’s triumph at the Casio World Open.
“Basically, you have to aim 90 degrees from 
the hole but I think I did pretty well to actually 
make a  par there.
“I knew I had to give it a chance there and got a 

little bit too aggressive with the putt.
“All in all, I played really great. A fi ve-under on 
this course is a really good round and I’m happy 
with how I fi nished.”Despite the season fi nale 
disappointment, Kim would still be delighted to 
fi nish the season so strongly.
With just 12 appearances this year, Kim, the 
Money Ranking winner of the 2020-21 season, 
emerged as the best-placed international 
member yet again, this time in seventh place 

after accumulating ¥86,805,149.
Kim is now looking forward to enjoying the 
off -season where he will marry his sweetheart 
Sung Lim ‘Sally’ Choi in South Korea next 
weekend before heading to Maldives for their 
honeymoon.
Tanihara was left pinching himself after coming 
from four shots back to become the fi rst 
player to retain the title since Hiroyuki Fujita 
accomplished the feat in 2012.

Mikumu Horikawa bagged his second JGTO title of 
the season, and fourth overall after claiming a two-shot 
victory at the Mynavi ABC Championship.The 29-year-

old posted a fi ve-under-par 67 to hold off  Hiroshi Iwata, Daijiro 
Izumida and Riki Kawamoto, making up for his near-miss at the 
ABC Golf Club last year.
Then Horikawa went into the fi nal round tied for the lead but 
ended up joint-second and two shots adrift of Yosuke Asaji.
Starting the day just one shot off  the pace, Horikawa 
overturned the defi cit by fi ring six birdies, including four on 
his front-nine, against a lone bogey to fi nish on 17-under 271.
With the win, Horikawa, who had won the Japan PGA 
Championship in August, became the sixth multiple-winner 
of the season after Kazuki Higa, Shugo Imahira, Yuki Inamori, 
Riki Kawamoto and Taiga Semikawa.
“I think my game fi ts very well with this course. It’s a highly 
strategic course with the fastest greens in Japan, something I’m 
very comfortable with,” said Horikawa, who needed just 13 
putts for his solid front-nine.
“It was a tough battle and I’m really grateful to my caddy for 
providing me with sound advice throughout the day.”
Morikawa’s other two wins were secured at the Japan Golf Tour 
Championship in 2019 and Casio World Open in 2021.
Sanghee Lee of South Korea was the best-performing 
international player of the week in tied-seventh after closing 
with 68 for 12-under 276, followed by countryman Hyunwoo 
Ryu who also carded a matching 68 to sit a further shot back 
in tied-ninth.

HORIKAWA WINS SECOND JGTO TITLE OF THE SEASON BY TWO SHOTS

TANIHARA SURPRISES HIMSELF WITH SEASON-ENDING VICTORY



one victory on both the PGA TOUR and Japan 
Golf Tour, including current Japan Golf Tour 
Chairman Isao Aoki, who in 1983 became the 
fi rst Japanese-born player to win on the PGA 
TOUR when he holed out for eagle on the 72nd 
hole to win the Sony Open in Hawaii. His legacy 
continues today with eight-time JGTO winner 
Hideki Matsuyama and will now endure for 
years to come under this new pathway.”

international candidates who succeeded in their 
bid to fi nish in top-25.

Sung-joon Park and Australian pair Andrew 
Evans and Dylan Perry were the four 
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The DP World Tour and PGA TOUR 
jointly announced today a new landmark 
partnership with the Japan Golf Tour 

Organization (JGTO) that will see the top 
three players on the JGTO Order of Merit earn 
membership onto the DP World Tour for the 
ensuing season, beginning with the 2023-24 
campaign. 
The formal pathway further enhances the 
existing global pathway system, as the leading 
10 players on DP World Tour’s Race To Dubai 
Rankings [in addition to those already exempt] 
will earn cards on the PGA TOUR, beginning 
with the 2024 season, as part of the operational 
joint venture partnership between the PGA 
TOUR and DP World Tour announced in June. 
Isao Aoki, Chairman of the Japan Golf Tour 
Organization, said, “We are proud of the rich 
tradition the Japan Golf Tour Organization 
has established over the last 40 years, and this 
development is the next step in the journey 
of our organization. Our players have made 
signifi cant contributions to the global game 
since our 1973 inception, and we are excited 
that the next class of Japanese players will 

ON THE JAPAN TOUR

Thailand’s Gunn Charoenkul will head 
into 2023 with renewed optimism after 
securing his conditional status for next 

season through the JGTO Final Qualifying 
Tournament (FQT) which concluded.
The 30-year-old performed well enough to 
pass the 72-hole test by coming in 26th among 
the 93 competitors at the Tom Watson Golf 
Course in Miyazaki.
Gunn put together four steady rounds of 72, 
71, 71 and 70 to fi nish on a four-under-par 
284 total, narrowly missing out on the top-25 
fi nish which could have secured him a better 
status.Despite that narrow miss, the Tokyo 
2020 Olympian wasn’t too disheartened.He 
has vowed to improve on his current status 
through the fi rst-half season reshuffl  e.”For 
the fi nal qualifying tournament, my goal was 
to fi ght for top-10 so that I could get into 
almost everything during the fi rst half,” said 
Gunn, who had to turn to the fi nal qualifying 
tournament after failing to fi nish inside top-65 
in this season’s JGTO Money Rankings (he 
came in 73rd). 
“What’s important is to make every 
tournament that you get into count. If you play 
well enough, then your status will improve for 
the second half of the season via the reshuffl  e.”
American Shintaro Ban, South Korea’s 

GUNN SECURES CONDITIONAL JGTO STATUS FOR THE 2023 SEASON

JAPAN GOLF TOUR, DP WORLD TOUR, PGA TOUR ANNOUNCE FORMAL PATHWAY
Top three JGTO fi nishers to receive DP World Tour membership

soon be able to reap the rewards that their 
predecessors helped create for them. We are 
looking forward to working with both the PGA 
TOUR and DP World Tour on the next era of 
professional golf development in Japan.” 
Keith Pelley, Chief Executive Offi  cer of the 
DP World Tour, said, “We have a strong long-
term relationship with the Japan Golf Tour 
Organization and are delighted to build on that 
foundation by establishing this formal global 
pathway as part of golf’s meritocratic system.
“There are players from 34 diff erent countries 
exempt on the DP World Tour in 2023 and 
today’s announcement further underlines our 
position as golf’s global Tour, defi ning clear 
routes for the best international players to earn 
status on the DP World Tour and potentially go 
on to play on the PGA TOUR.” 
Jay Monahan, Commissioner of the PGA 
TOUR, said: “Japan has a long, storied 
history of producing world-class golf talent 
that deserves the opportunity to compete 
on the game’s highest stage, and today’s 
announcement is recognition of that. Over the 
past 30 years, 25 players have claimed at least 

“ We have a strong long-
term relationship with 

the Japan Golf Tour 
Organization and are 

delighted to build on that 
foundation by establishing 

this formal global 
pathway as part of golf’s 

meritocratic system. ”
Keith Pelley 

Chief Executive Offi cer, DP World Tour



TIPS FROM THE

DUSTIN JOHNSON
“The faster you 
swing, the easier it 
is to lose control!”
Swinging the club harder and faster doesn’t 
necessarily lead to longer drives. If you’re 
swinging out of your boots at full pelt, chances 
are you’re going to be off  balance – coming over 
the top, imparting too much spin and making all 
kinds of crazy moves that will throw the club off  
line coming into impact. Even when I smoked 
that 432-yard drive in Hawaii last year, I didn’t 
give it the full works. I never do because, even 
at Tour level, golf is diffi  cult. The key lesson 
here is that the harder you swing the club, the 
harder it is to control, so I always make a point 
of never swinging faster than 80-90% of my 
maximum power.
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My distance 
secret – early width

Most amateurs tend to ‘lift’ the club up 
with their hands early in the takeaway. 

That’s a real power killer. But guess 
what? It’s my biggest swing fl aw, too. I 
want as much width as possible in my 

backswing, so I focus on a low and slow-
moving takeaway. This gives me the 

time I need to turn my upper body and 
really achieve that full wind-up at the 

top. A good swing thought is to feel that 
you create plenty of distance between 

your right hand and your right ear at the 
top of your backswing.  

Prep yourself for a 
power launch

I think about two things at address. The 
fi rst is setting the body angles I need to 
create power. The second is forming a 

solid foundation to harness that energy. I 
stand as tall as I possibly can with a wide, 
athletic stance. My knees are bent slightly 
and my upper body is tilted back a little 
to keep my head behind the ball, which 

allows me to turn my shoulders fully. I like 
the ball well forward in my stance, just 

inside my left foot with the shaft leaning 
slightly away from the target. 
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LESSONS FROM LEGENDS  >  HENRIK STENSON

‘Stability is the secret 
to great ball-striking’

HENRIK STENSON

ADDRESS
‘Get in and over it’

I used to stand to the ball a little too upright. When that 
happened, I’d lose the connection between my arms 
and my upper body. This thought gets me to stand a 
little closer to the ball with a better body angle, which 

in turn gets my arms hanging naturally below my 
shoulders, giving them the freedom to load and unload. 

TOP OF THE BACKSWING
Everything arrives together

Once I’m set at address, all I’m thinking about is 
making a co-ordinated move away from the ball – my 
arms swinging in sync with the rotation of my upper 
body. Everything should arrive at the top together. A 

good coil helps the swing come to a natural stop – 
shoulders loaded over a stable base. 
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Ever since I turned pro – more 
than 20 years ago now – ball-
striking has always been the 
foundation of my game. 
Having said that, it 

occasionally goes off . The 
problem is always the same, 
though – a lack of stability 
at address. If you swing 
from a weak, unbalanced or 

unstable base, you can’t 
create and deliver power and 
you lose the synchronisation 
– between your arms and 
torso and also between your 

upper and lower body. 
When that happens, the 
whole movement becomes 
ineffi  cient and weak. 
Here is what I work on. 

STARTING DOWN
Lower body leads the way

My lower body initiates the downswing. Although 
you obviously can’t see yourself swinging, 

when I review my swing on video, I like it when I 
see the club slot into the position with the shaft 

bisecting my right forearm. I know that all I need to 
do is unload my top half to pure the shot. 

IMPACT
Use the ground

A better quality address position combined with good 
arm and body co-ordination lets me use the ground 

better. Most amateurs don’t think about using the 
ground for power but it’s a great foundation for your 
swing. The extra stability gives me the confi dence to 

rip through with my arms and hands. 

RECAP
TOUR
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‘Get behind the ball at address 
and at the top to rip your driver’

LEE WESTWOOD

I’ve been known as a straight, 
accurate and fairly powerful 
driver of the golf ball 
throughout my career. I’m not 

a hugely technical player, so the 
swing keys I always go back to 
are normally centred around 
the simple basics of my set-up 

and good rhythm. You simply 
don’t have time during the golf 
swing to process too many 
technical thoughts, so the 

simpler you can keep things the 
better as far as I’m concerned. 
Here’s how I create that power 
while keeping control.

Starting down, 
wait for the hit
When I’m driving the ball well, I wait with 
my body at the top of the backswing 
and let my arms drop into position 
during the transition. This helps your 
body stay behind the ball, even as you 
transfer weight onto your front foot. It’s 
easy for the legs and body to go fi rst, 
but when that happens, the arms never 
catch up. It requires patience, but this 
is how all the best players drop the club 
into the ‘slot’ so they can fi re their bodies 
into the downswing.

Many amateurs drive the ball 
badly simply because their 
set-up doesn’t give them a 
balanced connection with the 
ground. You should feel like 
your thighs and lower body 
are engaged and ready to go 
without any tension. I like the 
ball just inside my left heel 
and my spine tilted slightly 
away from the ball, so my left 
hip and shoulder are slightly 
higher than the right.  This 
helps me naturally hit up on 
the ball. Similarly, the 
clubshaft should be vertical or 
even leaning back a little to 
match my spine angle. From 
here, it’s much easier to really 
get behind the ball at the top 
of the backswing like this. 

Preset your power 
angle… and hold it

LESSONS FROM LEGENDS  >  LEE WESTWOOD
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GREG NORMAN

The slightly wider 
stance will make 
your backswing 
more compact. 

Weight should stay 
more on the inside 
of your right foot 

and right knee 
should be fl exed.

From this position, 
you’ll be able to 
generate much 

more power in the 
downswing. 

Concentrate on 
squeezing the ball 

into the ground 
at impact.

The wider stance 
means you will still 

reach a more 
balanced and 

controlled fi nish, 
even though you 

created more 
power in the 
downswing. 

One of the most common 
mistakes I see in handicap 
golfers – but one that is rarely 
tackled – is addressing the ball 
with their feet too narrow when 
using their irons. This often 
leads to over-balancing and 
even falling over in the fi nish 
position. It’s virtually impossible 
to hit the ball powerfully and 
consistently without balance in 
the swing.

In comparison, good ball-
strikers always reach a balanced 
fi nish position. The greater 
strength and stability you need 
to maintain your balance 

throughout the entire swing can 
be achieved by simply widening 
your stance a little at address.

I had quite a narrow stance in 
my early days on tour, which 
caused my weight to shift on to 
the outside of my right foot 
during the backswing. This led 
to quite a signifi cant leg slide on 
my downswing, which really 
hurt the quality and consistency 
of my irons shots. It felt a bit 
strange when I widened my 
stance, but I persevered and 
I became the world number 
one and won two majors. 
You should try it, too.

‘Give yourself 
a wide base to 
control your irons’

3 ways a wider stance will improve your swing.
Better balance

s a wider stance will improve yo
Better balanc

LESSONS FROM LEGENDS  >  GREG NORMAN RECAP
TOUR
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Feature

GOLF ACCESSORIES 
THAT SUIT YOUR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS
Even though universal golf 

accessories include such items as 
hats, sunglasses, gloves and ball 
marker-divot repair tools, most 

everyone who plays the game with regularity 
has some form of individualized look to their 
bag and appearance.
That may come in the form of distinctive 

The facts are simple - by any reasonable measure, the Titleist Pro 
V1 is the #1 Ball in Golf. Individually, it’s the best-selling ball at retail 
and it, along with the Pro V1x, is the most played ball on the PGA 
TOUR. It starts with a spherically-tiled 388 tetrahedral dimple design 
that has been optimized for the Pro V1 to maximize distance while 
delivering a penetrating and consistent flight. The high-flex casing 
layer adds speed and lowers long game spin. And the soft cover 
increases greenside spin for more control in the short game.

Well known for its GPS 
gear, new from Bushnell 
is the Ion Elite. An 
evolutionary Golf GPS 
watch, it includes the 
company’s patented Slope 
compensated distances 
software. Preloaded 
with more than 38,000 
worldwide courses, it 
features large, highly 
legible front, center and 
back distances and a color 
touchscreen. The Ion Elite 
is easy to use right out of 
the box. 

1

2

By Randy O. Williams

head covers, unique bag tags or fancy high-
tech gadgets like a range fi nder or perhaps 
a special Golf GPS watch, preloaded with 
minute details regarding yardage and slopes 
for many thousands of courses worldwide.
Having everything in place, when one feels 
fully prepared for a golf round, at the very 
least, they are likely to simply enjoy their 

time out on the links even more. 
And while the right gear certainly helps, in 
golf however, we must not forget an important 
accessory for those who take pride in their 
appearance means that a winning wardrobe is 
a constant pursuit in chasing down that adage, 
‘looking good, feeling good’.
And clothing manufacturers are constantly 

Part of Under Armour’s Cold Gear collection, this 
UA Storm Vest offers technology that repels water 
without sacrificing breathability. Lofty insulation with 
quilting that traps heat, but still allows air to flow so 
you don’t overheat. Versatile for many activities off 
the course as well.

3
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4

7

Partner to your golf 
gloves from the 
same company , 
these Beastmode 
Gloves from Bionic 
will serve you well for 
your fitness workout 
needs. It features 
an anatomical pad 
system that delivers 
more gripping 
power while helping 
minimize calluses and 
blisters.

The Relief Grip 2.0 golf glove from Bionic features the NEW form fitting Dual 
Expansion Zone Thumb that adjusts to fit any size thumb (the most variable digit 
between hand sizes). A more custom fit and enhanced comfort offers better 
performance throughout your round. Experience increased support and control 
with our ergonomic LitePrene wrist closure and Triple-Row Finger Grip System.

6

5

Use it for your golf bag or your luggage, this 
leather ID bag tag from Indiana Metal Craft 
features full grain, black leather with metal 
insert.  The interior luggage tag includes a paper 
ID card with clear plastic cover. A privacy sleeve 
keeps your information securely tucked away. 
Adjustable buckled strap.

This stainless 
steel switchblade 
golf divot repair 
tool from Indiana 
Metal Craft 
opens with a 
push of a button 
and includes 
a magnetic, 
removable nickel 
silver, enamel 
or printed ball 
marker.   

7
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creating and working to develop golf-specifi c 
garments with that notion in mind.
One of the most-recognizable global apparel 
brands, Tommy Bahama, is a good example. 
They’ve just introduced a new line of pants 
aimed specifi cally for the golfer. 
“Our Chip Shot pant is incredibly versatile. 

It can go from the course to the clubhouse, 
from the offi  ce to drinks and dinner, it’s 
travel ready and easy care. He can move 
with confi dence, it moves with him,” notes 
Dawn Brandl, Senior Vice President of Men’s 
Design, Tommy Bahama. “It’s got a great fi t, 
with a soft elastic interior waistband, which 
provides ease of movement while staying put.

The Chip Shot also has some great details like 
hidden pockets with zipper closures that keep 
your items secure. There’s also an articulation 
at the back knee which provides even more 
comfort and mobility.”
So to further help you fi nd your own comfort 
zone, we welcome you to peruse through 
some of the following accessories.

Extended days walking the course or running out your 
cardio fitness routines, these crew socks from Thorlo 
are durable and offer maximum cushioning. Featuring 
the same anatomically engineered pads for foot 
protection to absorb impact while preventing blisters 
and irritation, Thorlo also offer these low-cut, light-
cushion socks for those who prefer a different feel for 
their outdoor activities. 

10

Bionic’s ClassicGrip 
Multi-Purpose 
Gloves help you enjoy 
all of your at-home 
landscaping duties and 
other outdoor activities 
(from gardening 
to golf). Top grade 
sheepskin leather 
provides greater 
durability and fits like a 
second skin.

8

9

From the highly-respected maker of high-performance, adventure-
ready eyewear, Costa Del Mar presents the Ferg XL.  One of its 
best-selling models is now available in an expanded size providing 
greater coverage for all your outdoor activities from golf to fishing. 
Technically brilliant, the durable, 580 lens is polarized and color-
enhancing for superior clarity. Top and side hooding helps protect 
your eyes from the harsh sun, and Hydrolite nose pads and temple 
grips ensure your glasses stay in place.

11

Linksoul’s cotton 
cashmere 
quarter-zip 
sweater is 
comprised of a 
super-soft fabric 
blend that 
offers a very 
stylish addition 
to the golfer’s 
wardrobe. 
A classy and 
distinctive touch 
are stripes on the 
inside collar.  
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121212

Ralph Lauren’s Hybrid Sweater Vest is a 
multi-functional wardrobe option that will be 
a traveling golfer’s dream as it is stylish both 
on and off the course. This cotton sweater 
vest features a full-zip front and rib-knit 
mockneck and armholes. 

131313

Exemplifying its commitment to replacing 
all virgin polyester with recycled polyester 
whenever possible by 2024, this Play Green 
Spray-Dyed Polo Shirt from Adidas is 
comprised of 60% recycled polyester, 30% 
recycled nylon, and 10% elastane.

14

The Eagle Golf Gambler hat from Coolibar is part of golf teaching 
legend David Leadbetter’s Collection. While the braided palm crown and 
wide brim will keep the sun off your face and neck, what will really keep 
you cool as you study the pressure-packed upcoming putt, is the patented 
Coolmax knit lining and fitted sweatband. Hand woven, UPF 50+ there’s 
also eyelets at the side of the crown for ventilation. 

gle Golf Gambl h

15

Designed and knitted in 
Norway and made from 100% 
skin soft merino wool, this 
Moritz Sweater from Dale 
of Norway is a bestselling 
classic. Made from one of the 
finest wool qualities available, 
it comes in five different colors 
and is certainly a go-to fine 
garment for those rounds of 
golf that turn cold… or you just 
want to look stylish and stay 
warm at the 19th Hole.

16

With its extra stretch and super 
comfort, these Chip Shot 
Island Zone Pants from Tommy 
Bahama will be your go-to pants 
round after round for a long time 
to come. Machine-washable, 
very packable and available in 
assorted colors, you’ll be at the 
top of your game wherever golf 
travels take you. 



I think I’m going to work on my putting, it’s 
something that doesn’t take too much energy 
which is also good, so I’ll work on that and 
hopefully have it better for next week.”
In solo third place at the end of Pre-Qualifi er 
- Europe is Australia’s Kelsey Bennett, who 
signed for a round of 75 (+2) on the South 
Course, to fi nish with a total of two-under-par. 
It was a colourful front nine for the Aussie 
amateur with only one par, four birdies, three 
bogeys and one double bogey. 
Thailand’s Trichat Cheenglab, who is known by 
the nickname ‘Mine’, ended Pre-Qualifying in 
outright fourth place on one-under-par.
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There was a tie at the top of the 
leaderboard at the end of Pre-Qualifi er 
- Europe as Benyapa Niphatsophon and 

Emma Spitz ended the four-round tournament 
in joint fi rst place on four-under-par.
Thailand’s Niphatsophon, who is known by 
the nickname ‘Gift’, was playing her fi nal 
round on the South Course and carded a round 
of 71 (-2) at La Manga Club.
The 25-year-old made a solid start to the 
day with four consecutive pars before she 
rolled in three birdies in-a-row on holes fi ve 
through seven.
Despite dropping her only shot of the day on 
the 17th hole, Niphatsophon was pleased with 
her week’s eff orts so far at LET Q-School.
“It was windy again and I was on the South 
Course again! I made a couple of putts and 
missed some putts,” she said. “Overall, it 
was good! I take whatever, I do my best and 
then let it go.
“It has been very fun to be here and playing. 
When it’s windy, it’s actually more fun even 
though it’s harder on the course. I don’t 
have a chance to play in this weather back in 
Thailand, so I have to challenge myself here.
“I’m still doing good and next week is going 
to be a good week. I hope to play well, but I 
don’t want to stress myself. Having fun is the 
most important whether I make it or I don’t. 
I’m going to take a lot of naps and eat a lot of 
food and not do too much over the next three 

SPITZ AND NIPHATSOPHON FINISH TOP AT EUROPEAN PRE-QUALIFYING

German duo Polly Mack and Alexandra Försterling ended the 
Final Qualifi er of LET Q-School as joint-winners with a total 
15-under-par. Försterling, who led after round four, has got to 

know La Manga Club pretty well after progressing through the European 
Pre-Qualifi er last week.
The 23-year-old produced a round of level par on the South Course with 
three birdies and three bogeys to secure LET playing rights for 2023. She 
explained: “I feel really good! I’m a little bummed about 18 as I missed 
a short putt to win outright but that’s how it is sometimes.
“All in all, if someone would have told me before that I would have 
fi nished here, I wouldn’t have believed them. It’s really nice. “It means a 
lot to get my LET card. I’m extremely excited for next season and I can’t 
wait for all of the tournaments. I can’t wait to get started!”
A fi nal round of 71 (-2) saw Mack draw alongside her compatriot, after 
she rolled in four birdies and two bogeys in Spain. It has been a busy 
end to the year for the 23-year-old, who secured both her LPGA Tour 
and Ladies European Tour cards for 2023 in December. “It feels great,” 
said Mack. “These last couple of week couldn’t have turned out any 
better and I’m honestly just really really happy with this outcome and 
going into the off -season with this feeling is really nice. I’m ready to 
get some rest! 
“It means a lot to get the LET status. I am German and it’s nice to have 
both and have the options and more opportunities. I’m really looking 

MACK AND FÖRSTERLING FINISH TOP AT LET QUALIFYING SCHOOL

forward to 2023, I think it’s going to be exciting.”
French amateur Nastasia Nadaud rounded off  her excellent week with a 71 
(-2) on the fi nal day to fi nish in third place on 14-under-par and the teenager 
plans to turn professional and compete on the LET in 2023.

Ladies on the Link

days to prepare for next week.”
It was an up-and-down round for overnight 
leader Spitz, who produced a fi nal round of 
73 (+2) on the North Course in Spain. The 
former UCLA player made a bogey on the 
fi rst, but soon rolled in back-to-back birdies 
on three and four before dropping another 
shot on the seventh.
As the wind picked up in the afternoon, Spitz 
struggled slightly with the conditions and 
ended up with one birdie and three bogeys on 
her back nine to fi nish the week with a total 
of four-under.
“Especially at the end it was super windy, but 
I think I played really well today, and I just 
struggled on the greens a little more than the 
last two days,” she said.
“My distance control wasn’t great, and I had 
three three-putts so that cost me a few shots, 
but other than that I think my game is good 
for now and if I can play like this next week, 
I’d be very happy.
“I think on the one side, it’s maybe hard to 
keep focus for so long on the same course, but 
it’s good that there is two. On the other side, 
I feel like it’s kind of practice rounds and I 
don’t like them anyway! I prefer tournament 
rounds, so maybe I don’t need to play anymore 
before the tournament.
“Tomorrow I’m going to sleep in, get a few 
workouts in and do a bit of practice, but mostly 
I just want to relax and recover for next week. 

Polly Mack and Alexandra Försterling – Image credit Tristan Jones/LET

Emma Spitz – Image credit LET
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Ladies on the Link

15TH ARMY OPEN LADIES AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP

bracket 65 years and above. Also, to reduce 
plastic use and cut down carbon footprint, lady 
golfers were requested to bring their fl asks and 
water bottles. Refi ll points were made available 
at the midway huts and the reception. Both 
initiatives were well received, supported, and 
appreciated by all the participating Golfers.
The 15th Army Open Ladies Amateur Golf 
Championship concluded on a high note with 
GOC, Delhi Area, Lt. Gen. Dheeraj Seth, patron 
of the course gracing the Prize distribution 
ceremony with his presence.

The 15th Army Open Amateur Ladies 
Golf Championship was held from 
the 12th to the 14th December 2022 at 

AEPTA, Delhi. The three-day event started 
with a practice round followed by a rules 
clinic on the 12th. Ninety-six zesty and 
enthusiastic lady golfers above eighteen years 
participated with full zeal and dynamism 
from all over the country.
Some initiatives were taken for the fi rst time. 
To encourage maximum participation golf carts 
were provided to super senior ladies in the age 

- Madhu Singh from AEPTA won the 
Senior competition Trophy, Age (65 yrs), 36 
holes Stableford. 

- Nalini Singh was the winner of the 
ONGC Trophy, 18 holes best Stableford 
points overall, and Handicap (0-30) first day

- Suchitra Sharma (AEPTA) won the DLF 
Trophy-36 holes Stableford (Div A&B) 
Handicap 0-23. 

- Kulwant Kaur from CHGC, won the 
Nicholas PiramalTrophy-36 holes Stableford, 
Div-C, Handicap 24-30. 

- Vandana Nair (AEPTA), winner of Airtel 
trophy, 36 Holes Div -B, Handicap 17-23, 
Best Net. 

- Nishi Pandey (Aepta), winner of Airtel 
Trophy, 36 holes Div-B, Handicap 17 -23, 
Best Gross. 

- Amita Jalta (QGC), winner 36 Holes Div - 
A, Handicap 0-16, Best Net. 

- Dimple S Kochhar (NGC), won the 
Championship trophy, 36 Holes Div- A, 
Handicap 0 -16, Best Gross.

THE WINNERS
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Reading, hearing and forming opinion is not 
an experience. 

EXPERIENCING TRUTH
Truth is assessing matter without any fi lters/
biases. It invites no debate and is more of 
acceptance. Truth liberates… giving a 
feeling of elevation and peace. It silences 
preaching and gradually teaches, transforms 
and evolves.
Truth happens subconsciously needing 
no physical isolation. It is a connect with 
the event. Connect is subtle energy that 
happens unknowingly and Disconnects 
others while registering the experience.  is 
Connectedness and Disconnectedness is the 
Mantra for all experiences to ensue.
Disconnect does not sprout out of pain, it 
needs complete taciturnity for creativity 
to ensue. Tune into the frequency and 
wavelength of that event to discover 
resonance generating energy and enthusiasm, 
acuity and acceptance, response and respect. 
Experience enables to enter in the silent 
chambers of love, serenity and wisdom. 

 is is truth.

E
xperience is a common word 
and many are unaware of its 
depth. It is a process involving 
knowledge, skill, decoding 
events and understanding. 

Every experience registers changes in 
thoughts, perspectives and reasoning. One 
turns as an informed person whether the 
experience is from sports, science, humanities, 
management, religion…
Experience is an intellectual drive. It involves 
refl ection, conceptualizing, experimenting 
and registering. It shapes personality and is a 
defi ning moment. It always off ers something 
new. Experience is like receiving a gift. 

 ough lifespan of a gift ends when another 
gift arrives, however experience stays with 
the person. 
Experience has a value. It could be a sublime 
entrance or beauty mundane. It is captured 
via internal energy that ignites thinking and 
sensitivity. It evolves the person. To decide 
whether an experience is an emerging 
experience or not try internalizing its path 
to know its meaning. Internalizing means 
reaching to its core and knowing its actuality. 

ABOUT INDIVIDUAL
Being Unique is a state of mental wellness 
that comes by cohabitation. It helps 
ecosystem and removes the element of bias. 
While trying to cohabitate try to refrain from 
evaluating others as each person’s Connect-
time varies.
Uniqueness brings originality in thinking, 
action and pursuit. Originals are creative and 
mindful. I describe Mindfulness as applying 
mind fully in given situation for experience 
to happen, hence be mindful. Forming 
opinions is a limitation and it keeps one 
away from knowing the truth. 
Experiences educate.  ey announce a thread 
of awakening. When happenings leave 
pains and scars, it is necessary to feel hurt, 
it is a part of evolution process. Evolution 
is pragmatism. It may sound preachy but 
is true. Life ordained cannot be changed or 
challenged. All go through the vagaries of 
life, only its’ schedule varies. 
Hoarding Past can clutter mind, emotions 
and personality, leading to misinterpretation 
of experiences. Insights can happen when 
mind is decluttered and has ego-with-
respect, meaning to respect self and respect 
others, the true mantra of empowerment or 
mental wellness.

An Individual is a complete unit, 
too big to be negotiated. 

ABOUT PROGRESSION
Many construe enlightenment or awakening 
via meditation or Samadhi. Meditation builds 
energy which brings calm and composure 
leading to progression. Meditation readies 
the container of practitioner for intuitiveness, 
insight, intellect in unconscious, subconscious 
or conscious modes. 
If one forces any event or meditation to 
happen, it may happen superfi cially but 

EXPERIENCING 
EXPERIENCE 
Experiences are like change, happening 
all the time, yet unknown…

Feature

By Shraddha Prasad



experiences pain and sorrow but is trained to 
face toughness, endure pain, walk-in diffi  cult 
terrains and move ahead despite being 
injured. It is a soldier connect towards duty 
and not emotions.
Similarly, many practitioners in spiritualism 
fail to experience sublimity as they try to 
connect the dots that have read or heard.  ey 
lack experiences. Experiences do not happen 
in isolation.  ey happen when one declutters 
mind to experience, the experience.

EDICT
Everyone undergoes experiences every second. 
Some register and some do not.  ey happen 
without knowing.  ey are a realization that 
happen at their pace, place, phase. It is not 
possible to draft an experience, however if 
one tries to draft it then it is a well-completed 
exercise and not an experience. 
Try to seed intellect to displace SAP. Intellect 
comes through the silence of tongue.  is is 
the displacement process. Every human is 
capable to displace pain in order to experience 
evolution.

will not touch the core. Such superfi cial 
happenings have a limited lifespan however 
experiences that touch the core are lasting. 
Such experiences will discover a disconnect 
that aids them to connect better with other 
events of living.  is Disconnect-Connect 
reality is progression. Evolution stops when 
things turn perfect. 

Uniqueness brings 
originality in 

thinking, action and 
pursuit. Originals 
are creative and 

mindful. I describe 
Mindfulness as 

applying mind fully 
in given situation 
for experience to 
happen, hence be 

mindful. 
About the writer:  Shraddha Prasad is an 

intuitive writer and speaker. Her talent is in 
Soft Skills & Leadership Training and Wellness 
of Mind with vast domestic and international 
experience.

UPSHOT
Intellect from a collective mind selects 
truth and that makes it an experience. All 
outcomes need assessing, planning and 
executing, essential to human life yet, 
avoid being judgmental and avoid assessing 
people. Assessment involves timespan and 
investing time in others should be avoided. 
Investing in anything actually purports 
control, expectation and bias, the demerits 
to human living. 
Assessment fritters away energy built 
through meditation. If the outcome is 
negative then there is a new plan with new 
parameters, new thinking and new path of 
experience.  
Avoid carrying mess. It is a baggage. Try 
to erase the sentiment of being fair or 
unfair as every event expires in sometime. 
Nothing gets carried forward.  ose who 
carry discomforts actually lug a bag of 
stress, anxiety and pain (SAP). A steady 
mind has self-worthiness a true ingredient 
of mental fi tness. 

RELIGION AND 
EXPERIENCE
All experiences including the spiritual ones 
are logical, emotional, not sudden exposé 
and structured processes. Even a soldier 

MENTAL WELLNESS SERIES - 3
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T
he McDonald’s Western India IGU Junior 
& Amateur Tour ended at the Bombay 
Presidency Golf Club in December with 
as much fl amboyance & grandeur as it 
started in September 2022. The last two 

events where there was lots at stake to too the 
order of Merit at - THE MUMBAI OPEN & 
THE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP - BPGC OPEN 
saw the best talent in Western India on display.  
The BPGC kept up to its tag of one of the 
top golf courses In Western India and was 
playing in pristine shape. Having recently 
held the National Championship- The All 
India Amateur the Western India Golfers 
saw the course in as good a shape as it could 
currently get.  
The Western India Tour managed by Evolution 
Sport got done with its events in short duration 
given the extended monsoon. The year 2023 
will have a more spread out schedule. Founder / 
Director Evolution Sport & Tour commissoner 
Amit Nigam said ‘I am grateful to the host golf 
courses, our tour partners, the parents & juniors 
for making our tour successful. It did seem like 
an uphill task fi nishing so many events in a 

WESTERN INDIA IGU JUNIOR & AMATEUR TOUR 
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short period of time but a collaborative eff ort 
made it happen. We have exciting plans for 
2023. We are hoping we can help more juniors 
along the way. A special mention to the attitude 
of the parents who truly kept the camaraderie 
of Western India golf at the forefront’. 
As previously mentioned strategic partners on 
the Tour made the events very exciting for the 
kids. The participation of mid amateur, seniors 
& super seniors was a characteristic of this tour 
that has created several small yet meaningful 
rivalries which promise to blossom in the 
coming year. 
 
The host clubs of the tour were : 

•  Poona Golf Club Ltd

• Oxford Golf & Country Club 

• Gaekwad Baroda Golf Club

• Kalhaar Blues & Greens 

• Gulmohar Greens Golf Course 

• United Services Club

• Willingdon Sports Club

• Bombay Presidency Golf Club

HN Reliance Hospital and their ace team of 
sports Physio’s ensures all participants were 
looked after Pre and post round as well as 
given suitable treatment as and when needed. 
Garmin Golf who is golf technology leader 
set up at events and off ered some of the latest 
technology such as their game changing R10 
launch monitors, watches & other devices and 
off ered specials to all participants. A special 
mention to the other partners of the tour - 
McDonald’s, HDFC Bank, Puma & Cobra, 
Omnihealth & Setu, Golf Plus.



CAT E  GIRLS
Winner - Sukhreet Kaur  50
CAT F    GIRLS
Winner - Kainaaz  47  Runnerup - Paredes Pradhan  48     

PUTTING COMPETITION 
BOYS
Winner  - Ayaan,    Runnerup - Aarav,          Runnerup - Anish 
GIRLS
Winner - Keerat Runnerup  - Romisha 

Prizes were given to the winners by President of Chandigarh Golf Club, Col 
Bobby Chahal.
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THE FINAL LEG OF US KIDS GOLF INDIA 2022 SERIES
Adit Veeramachaneni showed that he was 

a cut above the rest as he shot a second 
successive 4-under 68 at the Classic Golf 

and Country Club to make a clean sweep of all 
the events during the season in Boys 9 category of 
the US Kids Golf India. The Bengaluru lad won 
the fi nal event with a fi ne card with six birdies 
against two bogeys.
Another player to keep a winning streak amidst 
strong competition was Chaitanya Pandey. In the 
sixth leg he went 6-over 78 in Boys 11 but still 
won as he had in previous domestic events.
Both Adit and Chaitanya won all six domestic 
events and the Indian Championship overcoming 
strong competition in their groups.
Two other players Jot Sarup Gupta (Boys 8) 
and Manyaveer Bhadoo (Boys 15-18) had little 
competition through the season as they won their 
sixth straight domestic title. Jot Sarup also won 
the Indian Championship.
Adit turned in a very impressive series of scores 
through the six events. They included a stunning 
7-under 65 at Golden Greens, two scores of 
4-under 68 each in last two legs at Classic and a 
69 in the fi rst leg. He also shot an even par 72 in 
the second leg. The only time he went over par 
was at the fourth leg when he scored 2-over 74. 
At the Indian Championship, he had rounds of 73-
75-71 and won by eight shots.
Gairat Kaur Kahlon fi nally managed to get the 
better of Amaira Gulati in Girls Under 8, as she 

shot 1-over 37 to Amaira’s 
2-over 38. Amaira had won the 
fi rst three legs and then skipped 
the fourth before winning the 
fi fth. She also won the Indian 
Championship.
Another impressive performer 
among girls was Kriti Parekh 
from Coonoor, who also won 
the Indian Championship. 
Playing in Girls 11-12 section, 
Kriti, who won the fi rst leg 
returned to win the fi fth and 
sixth, while her strong rival 
Shambhavi Chaturvedi won the third, fourth and 
fi fth legs. Kriti had an excellent 2-over 74 beating 
Shambhavi by six shots in the fi nal event.
Naina Kapoor, a consistent winner this year, 
won for the fi fth time, as she beat the Indian 
Championship winner, Rabab Kahlon in the last 
event. Naina shot 74 to Rabab’s 75.
Mahreen Bhatia won for the fi fth time in the 
season in Girls 13-14 and she shot an impressive 
2-over 74, her best score of the season.
Apart from Adit Veeramachaneni, two other 
players shot under par. They were Divjot Gupta 
(1-under 35 in Boys 7) and Ranvir Singh Dhupia 
(1-under 71 in Boys 13-14).
Dhupia, after starting the season with a win, 
closed it with another win in one most hotly 
contested segments of the US Kids Golf India. 

Dhupia was two clear of Bhavesh Nirwan, who 
also had a win this year and Udai Aditya Middha, 
who won twice in the second and fi fth legs. He 
was third in the sixth.
Nihal Cheema, the star in Under-6 category, who 
won the fi rst four domestic events, added a fi fth 
one as the series came to an end. He was one 
of impressive scorers with even par 36 for his 
nine holes. Nihal had turned in one of the most 
impressive 9-hole rounds with a 6-under 30 in the 
third leg.
In Boys 10 Vidit Aggarwal won his second straight 
title as the series ended, but his big moment of the 
season came at the Indian Championship, which 
he won.
Sohang Kantor after being second twice earlier 
rounded off  the year with two successive wins and 
the fi nal one came with a card 6-over 78.

CGC JUNIORS GOLF TOURNAMENT
Charvi Vaid and Ram Singh Mann won The Chandigarh Juniors Open Golf Tournament played on December 14th. 

Charvi played 8 over par 80 and Ram Singh Mann 3 over par 75. 80 young golfers from Punjab, Haryana. Uttarakhand  and Chandigarh 
participated in the event.

CAT A BOYS
Winner - Vishavjeet singh   81 1st Runnerup - Jai Gupta (BB9)  82
2nd Runnerup - Aryaman Rautela.82
CAT  B BOYS               
Winner  krish Chawla - 80 Runnerup - Samarpratap Singh  81
CAT C    BOYS 
Winner - Rann Vijay singh Gill 75
Runnerup - Jaibir Singh Kang     78
CAT D BOYS
Winner - Zorawar Singh  87 Runnerup - Puranjay Rawal(BB9) 95
2nd Runnerup -  Tegbir Khatra 95
CAT  E  BOYS 
Winner - Abram Chawla 42 Runnerup - Nivaan Cheema  47
CAT  F BOYS
Winner - Nihaal Cheema  36 Runnerup - Jugraj ksnwar singh 6
GIRLS
CAT A  GIRLS          
Winner - Aarushi Bhanot(BB9) 84 Runnerup - Ananya kapoor  84
CAT B  GIRLS
Winner -  Bhavya (BB9) 91 Runnerup  Rajeeta  91
CAT C GIRLS
winner - Vaanya Sokhi  101
CAT  D  GIRLS
Winner - Teesta  94  Runnerup - Anaya   119



11/11 GULMOHAR GOLFER OF THE YEAR 2022 

The event saw 46 golfers as part of 
the MP Financial Services-Go Golf 
2022 calendar.

5TH ANNUAL PARENT-CHILD CHAMPIONSHIP
Little Master Junior Golf Tour held its 

5th Annual Parent-Child Championship 
at Delhi Golf Club on the 13th of 

December.
The format for the event was Team 
Scramble. We had the Oldest Parent and 
the Oldest Child playing in the same team 
Col H.N. Singh (92) & Sanjoil Singh (58).
They were 12 teams and the featured 
team was Team “The Shaitan Khaitan” 
comprising Rudrav Khaitan (Grand-Son) 
& Mr.Gangesh Khaitan (Grand-father) 
who is in the Limca Record Book as he has 
been representing India for 50 years and 
counting.
Apart from the Top 3 Gross and 1 Nett 
Trophies, there were special trophies for 
Maximum Birdies, Closest to Pin, Best 
Dressed Team & Best Team Name. We 
had 5 Father-Son, 5 Father-Daughter & 2 
Mother-Daughter Teams. 
The event was keenly contested with all the 
teams putting up a great show.

RESULTS
Champions: Team The Shaitan Khaitan

Runner-Up: Team Chak Bedi

Third: Team Fair Fighters

Nett Winners: Team Tee-Reffic Two

Maximum Birdies: Team The Shaitan 
Khaitan

Closest to Pin: Team Stingers

Best Dressed Team: Chak Bedi

Best Team Name: Tee-Reffic Two

The prizes were handed over by ex-Indian 
Female Golfers Nonita Lall, Shiraz Singh, 
Sanjoli Singh, Urvashi Sodhi, ex lady 
captian of Delhi Golf Club Mrs.Gaby 
Juneja & Zahaan Qureshi (Founder of 
Little Master Junior Golf Tour).   
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RESULTS:
Low H’cap - J S Negi

Mid H’cap - Micheal Weir

High H’cap - Sukhdev Singh Panesar
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The next Golf Foundation Invitational Fund 
Raisers are planned for Bengaluru (Karnataka 
Golf Association in February 2022) and Delhi 
(Delhi Golf Club on Friday, the 31st of March 
2022). Watch out for these to be a part of the 
coveted events! 
Among many awards The Golf Foundation 
has received, the ‘Rashtriya Khel Protsahan 
Puruskar’ (the highest national award for sports 
promotion in India) awarded in 2017 by Shri 
Ram Nath Kovind, the Hon’ble Ex President, 
is the most prestigious. The latest in the long 
list is the Mahatma Award for Social Good and 
Impact awarded earlier this year.  
The Golf Foundation Invitational Fund Raiser 
Tournament in Mumbai was supported by 
eminent sponsors and organisations. These 
include the Willingdon Sports Club, Professional 
Golf Tour of India (PGTI), Indian Golf Union 
(IGU), DLF, Grant Thornton, SRF, STL Fastners, 
Creame Centre, ITC Hotels, T&T MOTORS, 
Holtec, Callaway, EXL, Golf Plus (Print Media 
Partner), Seapro Shipping, Oxford Golf Resort, 
Trufi tt & Hill, Baale Resort, Puma Shoes, 
DKMS BMST, Coal & Clean Beauty, Athletic 
Drive, Farmers Pride, Group L and Spark 
Advertising. The Tournament was managed by 
Evolution Sports.

THE 11TH GOLF FOUNDATION INVITATIONAL FUND RAISER-MUMBAI

F riday the 9th of December was a 
beautiful winter day that saw the 11th 
Golf Foundation Invitational Golf 

Tournament being held at the Willingdon Sports 
Club, Mumbai. 
It was a full house and the two-man scramble 
team of Yuavan Khubchandani and Sachin 
Khanna won the tournament. The teams of 
Abhiram Seth & Harsh Jasani and Sudhir Patel 
& Advait Luthra came 2nd and 3rd respectively. 
The pan India Golf Foundation Invitational 
Tournaments need no introduction. Held 
annually in Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru, 
they are instrumental in raising funds for 
their talented young benefi ciaries from 
underprivileged backgrounds. After raising 
funds from generous sponsors and golfers who 
want to make a diff erence and give back to the 
game, The Golf Foundation helps its young  
benefi ciaries hone their talent with training, 
equipment, stipends and fi nancial help to play 
tournaments in India and abroad. 
Over the period of more than two decades that 
The Golf Foundation has been working, many 
of their protégés have excelled on the national 
and international stage. 
This exciting two-man scramble team format 
was fi lled with lots of enjoyable on-course 
activity and spot skills prizes. It was kicked 
off  by ‘inaugural tee shots’ by 1983 World Cup 
winning legend Dr. Syed Kirmani, Padam Shri 
and Advait Luthra, Board Member, The Golf 
Foundation.  
What followed was a great day with everyone 
having lots of fun yet having the opportunity 
to play to their fullest tournament format 
potential.  
An innovative and signature Golf Foundation 
feature was the use of ‘Mulligans’. Doing so 
enabled them to repeat any shot on the course 
as well as on holes which ideally required the 
use of mulligans to eff ectively play the hole. 
Not only did this enable the players to post 

more competitive scores, it also raised much 
needed funds for The Golf Foundations’ cause 
of supporting underprivileged young golfers. 
The tournament was graced by Guests of 
Honour Dr. Syed Kirmani, one of India’s best 
known and loved cricketers, iconic Bollywood 
actor Boman Irani and Ms. Pragnya Ayyagari, 
Miss Diva Supranational India 2022. 
All the Guests of Honour were strong supporters 
of the Golf Foundation’s cause and found time 
from their busy schedules to grace the occasion 
and also give away the prizes. 

RESULTS AT A GLANCE
ON COURSE OVERALL SKILLS PRIZES 
Lucky Draw : Ajit Parmar, Ravi Prakash  Overall Closest to the Pin : Capt. Umesh Thakore
Longest Drive : Harsh Jasani   

2ND RUNNER UP TEAM  
1.  Sudhir Patel    2.  Advait Luthra 

RUNNER UP TEAM
1.  Abhiram Seth   2. Harsh Jasani 

WINNING TEAM
1.  Yuavan Ravi Khubchandani  2. Sachin Khanna 



C-Tour GOES TO A NEW CITY - RAIPUR
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C Tour Category Prize
1) Government Category : Virendra Singh Siddhu

2) Professional Category : Navin Sabharwal

3) Business Category : Suryansh Sundrani

Open categories
Winner Ladies : Vandna Minj

Winner Nett : Piyush Mukhoudhaya

Runner up Nett : Anurag Garg

Winner Gross Overall : Sandeep Ramteke  

Skill Competition:

Closest to the Pin : Rajender Malik

Straightest Drive : Bhupendra Singh, Vredestein 
tyres Longest Drive : Abhinav Sahu 

Putting Competition :  Piyush Agarwal, Sanjay 
Sahu, S P Dwivedi, Rajesh Agarwal

The Vredstein stylish golfer : Capt A K Singh

RESULTS

T
he The 6th leg of CTour 
presented by Vredestein Tyres 
was held at Fairway Golf & 
Lake Resort, Raipur in the 
newly planned capital city of 

Chhattisgarh. 

The inaugural tee shot was hit by 
Shri Amitabh Jain, Chief Secretary, 
Government of Chhattisgarh. The event 
culminated at Prize distribution Lunch 
with families joining and attending a 
golf clinic. 



50   G o l f P l u s    J A N U A R Y   2 0 2 3 

Club News

C TOUR DELHI LEG CONCLUDED WITH MUCH FANFARE

T
he 5th leg of the C 
Tour presented by 
Vredestein Tyres 
was held at Qutab 
Golf Club, New 

Delhi ! With apt weather for 
outdoors the golfers enjoyed 
their game. To add up the 
excitement, the winners of 
the C tour got Return tickets 
courtesy Air Vistara.

Our apparel partner -Selected/ 
Homme, Golf Partner- 
Mizuno and Co Sponsor 
GolfPlus monthly, BLS 
International & Hamdard 
made sure that the golfers 
carried home lots of gifts.
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Winners
Corporate Category : Vijender Thapar

Professional Category : Anand Sharma

Business Category : K.P. Singh

Government Category : Ashis Mohanty

Runner Up 

Corporate Category : Arvind Saxena

Professional Category- Yogesh Gupta

Business Category- Ashish Mittal

Government Category : Paresh Sahni

Winner Gross Overall : Col Narender Alhawat, 
Winner Nett - Ashish Mittal

First runner up Nett- Ramit Gupta

Second runner up Nett – Anand Sharma

Winner Senior - Dr. Hari Om Gupta

On Course Winners
‘Vredestein Tyres’ Longest Drive - Karan Kapoor

Putting Competition winners were - Saahil Khanna, 
Varindra Sewak, Sunil Bhasin & Comm. Vinay Kalia

The ‘Vredestein Tyres’ Most Stylish Golfer : 
Ms Rinika Grover !

‘BLS International’ Closest to Pin - Ramit Gupta

‘GolfPlus Monthly’ Straightest Drive - Henry L 
Hlawnwal

RESULTS
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LAHARI LIONS 
Lahari is a signifi cant real estate player 
engaged in large-scale projects involving 
land aggregation, layout developments, 
gated communities, luxury housing, low-rise 
apartments, aff ordable homes, and farm 
plots in Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Karnataka. 
In addition to its major footprint in the 
real estate industry, Lahari has a presence 
in a number of industries.  With reputable 
name in hospitality with a resort and a hotel, they have also forayed into producing and directing Telugu fi lms, earning accolades through 
Nandi Awards as well as prestigious National awards. In the 1990s, it was listed on the Sensex as Powmex Steels Limited and was engaged 
in the production of high speed steel. Additionally, Lahari has founded companies in the agricultural and IT sectors. With a strong ethos of 
social responsibility, Lahari’s CSR initiatives are directed towards providing services at the rural level. Lahari is systemically promoting social 
transformation and upliftment in partnership with charitable organizations that share its beliefs. The company also supports sports and athletes.

TEAM ALPHA 
Alphageo along with the other owners Srinivas 
Suryadevara, K Anil Reddy and Rajesh Alla 
make their debut into HPGL with Team Alpha 
headed by Dinesh Alla. “We are looking 
forward to our journey in the league and our 
team members are equally excited to be part 
of the league and the fellowship with fellow 
Golfers, said Dinesh Alla”. 

ANKSHARA YODHAS
This team of warriors is led by Sanjay Kamtam and includes Sridhar K, Bhaskar Reddy and Kavitha Mantha 
in their core team. The team is sponsored by Ashwin Rao and team from Akshara Constructions & Estates.
Akshara, one of the renowned real estate companies in Hyderabad is spearheading the creation of a marquee 
project “Akshara Ananda”, an exquisite farm estate project near Mominpet, Hyderabad, Telangana.
A Balinese resort and a luxury wellness spa is been recreated under the lush canopy of a 25 year old mango 
garden spread over 150 acres. A unique experience which this city has not seen before.

sponsors and participants to interact and have 
a great time. 
Apart from the top honors and the cash 
bounty the teams play for a custom designed 
Swarovski trophy from Germany. In the 3rd 
season the buzz in the city running up to 
the league is extraordinary say’s the League 
Commissioner Sumanth. D.S.  
The league features live scoring, professional 
referees and a team of avid golfers 
overlooking the entire operation.Sri Myneni, 
Krishna Guduru and Ajay Kumar D form the 
lead team for HPGL.

Hyderabad Premier golf league 
was started in the year 2020 
with 12 teams and has 
steadily grown to 16 teams 
in the 3rd Season. This is the 

only private golf league in the country that 
is played over 3 diff erent golf courses and 
this year the HPGL team is upping the ante 
by holding the fi nals in Thailand. The league 
stage consists of 5 matched in 3 diff erent 
formats before 8 teams head to the knock out 
stages. The event kicked off  with the draft 
event where 16 teams drafted 6 players each 
to complete their teams. Each of the game 

day events are followed up with great socials 
and the most premium experiences for the 

HYDERABAD PREMIER GOLF LEAGUE



MEENAKSHI MAVERICKS 

An arsenal of experienced players gears up to pull off  a master 
stroke in the upcoming season. Looking forward to an exciting and 
challenging league.
Mahesh Katragadda, the owner of Meenakshi Mavericks, is one 
of the Directors of a 30-year old Hyderabad-based Meenakshi 
Group, which is into Real estate, Power, Infrastructure, Property 
Management and Venture Capital Investments.”

EHAM 
EHAM is in the business of talent transformation with a Product 
Engineering focus. It provides a win-win solution that will delight 

both aspiring software engineers and IT companies looking for 
top-notch employees. EHAM carefully selects raw talent and 
puts them through an accelerated career path, turning them into 
job-ready software engineers with real-world experience and this 
innovatively designed 5-month training gives students a head 
start of approximately 5 years over traditionally trained software 
engineers.
EHAM believes that, participating in amateur golf leagues, like 
HPGL, can provide an opportunity for team members to socialize 
and have fun together, which can help build morale and improve 
team dynamics. The company can meet other professionals in the 
fi eld and potentially form partnerships or collaborations and is also 
a way for EHAM to market itself to potential clients and partners. 

TUTOROOT 
Team tutoroot is a bunch of fun loving club 

golfers, semi fi nalists from last year planning 
on winning the trophy this year. Captained by Aluri an ex Private 
Equity professional. And sponsored by turoroot, a fast growing 
edtech startup.

SYNTHOKEM SWING KINGS 
Passionate team of golfers, Keen to compete to win matches. Lead 
by Shash for the 3rd time. We enjoy playing the HPGL a well 

organized event with fl air and passion. Looking forward to an 
exciting eventful tournament.

MYK STRIKERS TEAM IS EXCITED 
TO PARTICIPATE AGAIN
MYK Strikers team is owned by Murali Yadama, MD/Owner of 
MYK LATICRETE & MYK ARMENT is excited 
to participate 
in HPGL 
Season III.
Murali is 
a sports 
enthusiast, 
a passionate 
golfer who 
enjoys 
competition, and HPGL is a great platform for competitive golf. 
Majority of the team members have been part of this same (MYK 
Strikers) team in the past in other leagues/formats. Equipped with 
high degree of skill; honed with great patience, dedication, and 
team comradery; the energetic squad is looking forward to kickstart 
2023 season and anticipate for an impressive fi nish in HPGL 
Season III with unlimited fun at the same time.
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SWANS 
SWANS enter season III of HPGL with the same 
enthusiasm celebrating golf with friends for the 3rd 
time. The team thoroughly enjoyed the past 2 seasons 
as a Winner and semi-fi nalist consecutively. With the 
majority of last year’s team retained and addition of 2 
new core team members, we look forward to a positive 
campaign. SWANS is backed by Shyam Peela, AVN 
Reddy & Sridhar Sriramaneni as co-owners, powered 
by Captain Narahari. HPGL provides an experience like 
none other with its format and after game celebrations 
and they are excited to be part of this league.

TEAM SHARKIES 
Sharkie is a golfi ng phrase for still managing to make a par after hitting in the water. Formed by three passionate golfers, our shiver of fi erce 
Great Whites is a paragon of 
determination and striving for 
excellence. In 2022, the Sharkies 
were Runners-Up of the HPGL 
by an extremely close margin. 
Most importantly, from the wild 
international trips to the relaxed 
group “sittings” in Hyderabad, we 
have become a tight-knit family. 
All the memories from the team’s 
social events to the golfi ng rounds 
are invaluable and have truly 
instilled pure joy in all of us.
While we stay deeply connected in the grassroots with 50% of our roster being the same, we also want to support new up and coming 
players. Our new 5 players on the roster from this year’s draft are extremely talented and most importantly, share the same passion we all 
have for golf.

AGILE’S DIRTY DOZEN 
Agile Security Force Pvt. Ltd., co-owner of the Agile’s Dirty Dozen is a company established in 1995. It is the largest private security company 
in the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana with presence in Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala and an 18000 strong work force. The 
entertainment and event management wing of the Agile Group owns the Hyderabad Hunters playing in the Premier Badminton League and 
also Co-Owner of the Hyderabad Black Hawks, playing in the Prime Volley Ball League. The Hyderabad Hunters won the Premier Badminton 
League in the year 2018.   
Mr. Sumon Chintala, Co-Owner of the Agile’s Dirty Dozen, is an advocate by profession and a golfer at heart. He practices law in High Court 
of Andhra Pradesh. Honesty, integrity, perseverance and courtesy being the core values of Agile Group, fi nd resonance in the game of golf and 
therefore being a stakeholder of the Hyderabad Premier Golf League was an easy decision to make.
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TEAM MYSA

This team is all 
about Friends 
who Golf together 
and Golfers who 
became friends. 
We play hard & 
play fair, and that 
attitude has helped 
us lift trophies in 
other Golf leagues. 
This is our second 
year in HPGL. 
We look forward 
to having fun 
and winning the 
trophy.
Deepak Gullapalli, an avid golfer is the owner of Team Mysa.

CENTRO EAGLE HUNTERS
Owned by Gautam Reddy V and Gandhi Gamji

ORIGINS
Owned by Vivek Khurana

KLR KINGS
Owned by K. Laxma Reddy

SAMA ANGELS
SaMa (Equilibrium/Equality) Angels - The Zen Golfers is the 
fi rst women owned and women led Golf team in the HPGL. 
Brain child of Entrepreneur/Educationist Saroja Gaddam and 
Techprenuer Madhavi 
Vuppalapati, SaMa 
was started with a 
vision of creating 
a platform to help 
increase of women 
representation in golf 
leagues. 
SaMa also intends 
to put together a 
team that is proud 
to belong and 
have a wanting to 
win attitude while 
enjoying the sport. 
They want to be a long term member at HPGL and hopes to 
compete in other leagues nationally and internationally.
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from India establish themselves and win on 
our Tour, and this partnership will give many 
more the chance to follow in their footsteps, as 
well as potentially go on to play on the PGA 
TOUR too. 

“We also look forward to working together 
with the PGTI and the PGA TOUR to continue 
to develop golf in India in the years ahead, 
helping the PGTI to provide a strong platform 
for golfers in the country.”

Jay Monahan, Commissioner of the PGA 
TOUR, said, “It’s hard to believe over two 
decades have passed since Arjun Atwal made 
history as the fi rst Indian golfer to win on 
both the European Tour and PGA TOUR. 
This partnership, which further builds on the 
additional playing opportunities in the men’s 
professional game, will help make similar 
dreams come true for many Indian golfers to 
come.”

Uttam Singh Mundy, Chief Executive Offi  cer 
of the Professional Golf Tour of India, said, 
“We are delighted to announce our partnership 
with the DP World Tour and PGA TOUR, the 
leading professional golf tours in the world. 
This new association is a watershed moment 
for the PGTI as it opens many doors for our 
professionals on the international stage and is 
a recognition of the growing stature of Indian 
professional golf and our tour.”

in each of the two Challenge Tour events 
which will be played in India next March 
- the Duncan Taylor Black Bull Challenge 
(March 23-26) and The Challenge Presented 
by KGA (March 28-31). Both tournaments 
will take place at Karnataka Golf Association 
in Bangalore and were announced as part of 
the Challenge Tour’s 2023 Road to Mallorca 
on Wednesday.

Six Indian players have combined to win 
16 events on the DP World Tour, including 
four each by Jeev Milkha Singh and S.S.P. 
Chawrasia, the latter whom in 2016 and 2017 
claimed consecutive victories at the Hero 
Indian Open – the event which will return to 
the DP World Tour’s schedule in 2023 after a 
four-year absence due to the global pandemic. 
Arjun Atwal remains the lone Indian to win 
on both the DP World Tour and PGA TOUR, 
winning three events on the former Tour 
before adding the Wyndham Championship to 
his trophy collection in 2010. 

Keith Pelley, Chief Executive of the DP 
World Tour, said: “Our global pathway system 
enables players from diff erent international 
Tours to compete on the DP World Tour, and 
we are delighted to extend that opportunity to 
players from the TATA Steel Professional Golf 
Tour of India. 

“We have already seen some terrifi c players 
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Content Editor : Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI

T
he DP World Tour and PGA TOUR 
jointly announced a new partnership 
with the TATA Steel Professional Golf 
Tour of India (TATA Steel PGTI) on 
December 16, 2022, which includes a 

commitment to developing golf in India and a 
pathway for the country’s top players to reach 
the highest levels of the men’s professional 
game.

The strategic partnership will provide a range 
of benefi ts for PGTI members, with the DP 
World Tour and PGA TOUR working with the 
PGTI on other key business areas, including 
strategic development and commercial growth, 
as well as a joint commitment to increasing 
prize money for a host of PGTI tournaments. 

As part of the global pathway system, the 
leading player - not otherwise exempt -on the 
2022 TATA Steel PGTI Rankings will earn 
membership onto the DP World Tour for the 
following season beginning with the DP World 
Tour’s 2023 campaign.  

The next highest ranked non-exempt player 
in the top ten on the rankings will earn a 
spot in the Final Stage of the DP World Tour 
Qualifying School, while a further three 
players will earn spots into the Second Stage.

The announcement further enhances the 
playing opportunities for international players 
to compete at the highest levels of men’s 
professional golf, with the leading 10 players 
on DP World Tour’s Race To Dubai Rankings 
[in addition to those already exempt] earning 
cards on the PGA TOUR, beginning with the 
2024 season - an aspect of the partnership 
between the PGA TOUR and DP World Tour 
announced in June.

PGTI players will also have access to 60 spots 

PROFESSIONAL GOLF TOUR OF INDIA PARTNERS 
WITH DP WORLD TOUR, PGA TOUR

PGTI RANKINGS WINNER TO RECEIVE DP WORLD TOUR MEMBERSHIP 
TWO NEW CHALLENGE TOUR EVENTS TO BE PLAYED IN INDIA





Indian professional golfer after Jeev Milkha 
Singh to have a PGTI event named in his 
honour. SSP has a long list of accomplishments 
including being one of only two Indian golfers 
to have won four DP World Tour titles. SSP 
has won six titles on the Asian Tour and is a 
two-time Indian Open champion. Chawrasia 
has the distinction of having represented India 
at the Rio Olympics 2016 and the World Cup 
of Golf 2016. He also represented Team Asia 
at the EurAsia Cup in 2016 and 2018. SSP, a 
winner of 17 professional titles, was honoured 
with the Arjuna Award in 2017.
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TAKE Sports and the TATA Steel 
Professional Golf Tour of India (PGTI) 
jointly launched the SSP Chawrasia 

Invitational presented by TAKE as a gesture to 
honour Indian golfi ng great SSP Chawrasia.
The tournament was launched at a press 
conference at the Royal Calcutta Golf Club 
(RCGC) in Kolkata on December 13, 2022. 
The press conference was attended by Mr. 
Srinivasan H R, Director, TAKE Sports, Mr. 
SSP Chawrasia, Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, 
PGTI, Mr. Rohan Ghosh, Captain, RCGC and 
leading Indian professional Manu Gandas.

The event was staged at SSP Chawrasia’s home 
course, the revered RCGC, from December 14 
- 17, 2022 and off ered a handsome prize purse 
of Rs. 1 crore. 
The stellar fi eld for the tournament featured 
event host SSP Chawrasia along with other 
leading Indian names including Anirban Lahiri, 
Gaganjeet Bhullar, Rashid Khan, Ajeetesh 
Sandhu, Viraj Madappa, Veer Ahlawat, 
Karandeep Kochhar, Chikkarangappa, Udayan 
Mane, Yuvraj Singh Sandhu and Manu Gandas, 
to name a few.
The legendary SSP Chawrasia is the second 

•   PRIZE PURSE OF RS. 1 CRORE    •   SECOND EVENT TO BE NAMED AFTER AN INDIAN GOLF LEGEND

TAKE AND PGTI JOINTLY LAUNCH SSP CHAWRASIA INVITATIONAL PRESENTED BY 
TAKE IN HONOUR OF INDIAN GOLF LEGEND SSP CHAWRASIA

Mr. Srinivasan H R, Director, TAKE Sports, spoke about 
TAKE and PGTI’s joint vision to build the event into one of 
the biggest attractions on the PGTI

L - R: Mr. Srinivasan H R, Director, TAKE Sports & Joint President, PGTI; Pro Manu Gandas; Indian Golf Legend & Tournament Host 
SSP Chawrasia; Mr. Rohan Ghosh, Captain, RCGC; Mr. U S Mundy, CEO, PGTI, pose with the trophy at the Press Conference

SSP Chawrasia thanked TAKE and PGTI for honouring 
him by having an event named after him

Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI, highlighted 
how the tournament was an acknowledgement of 
SSP Chawrasia’s path-breaking accomplishments
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round of 71 to claim third place at nine-under 279.
Tournament host SSP Chawrasia fi nished tied 
21st at three-over 291. He was the highest-placed 
among the Kolkata-based professionals.
Manu Gandas and Anirban Lahiri kept pace till 
the fourth hole before Manu began to pull away 
into the lead. The turning point came on the 13th 
where Anirban dropped a double-bogey while 
Manu made a brilliant par-save with an incredible 
chip that led to a tap-in.
Manu, enjoying a fi ve-shot lead till the 16th, 
fi nally closed the day with late bogeys on the 17th 
and 18th still managing to edge out Lahiri by two 
shots.
Manu said, “I’m happy that I was able to perform 
the way I wanted to. It’s great to have my sixth 
win of the season which is a record on the PGTI 
but I’m just looking to continue doing what I 
do well and not thinking too much about the 
records. I stuck to my plans through the week and 
converted a lot of chances, so it was a satisfying 
performance.”

Gurugram’s Manu Gandas continued his 
dominant display in the 2022 TATA Steel 
PGTI season with a record sixth win of the 

year at the inaugural SSP Chawrasia Invitational 
presented by TAKE, a Rs. 1 crore event, played at 
the Royal Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC).
Manu’s (69-66-72-68) sensational victory, also 
his seventh career win, came after he posted a 
solid four-under 68 in round four that saw him 
fi nish with a total of 13-under 275. Gandas, as 
a result, saw off  the challenge of Indian golfi ng 
giants and his playing partners Anirban Lahiri and 
Gaganjeet Bhullar who fi nished second and third 
respectively.
Gandas’ triumph at the season’s penultimate 
event earned him the winning cheque worth Rs. 
15,00,000 and helped him climb from second to 
fi rst spot in the TATA Steel PGTI Rankings and 
build a signifi cant lead as his season’s earnings 
moved to Rs. 80,78,938.
Anirban Lahiri (71-65-71-70), who was the third 
round joint leader along with Manu, took the 
runner-up spot at 11-under 277 following his last 
round of 70.
Gaganjeet Bhullar (69-72-67-71) produced a fi nal 

MANU GANDAS CONTINUES DOMINANT 
DISPLAY WITH RECORD SIXTH WIN OF THE SEASON

Manu Gandas receives the winning cheque from Mr. Srinivasan H R, Director, TAKE Sports (extreme right), Indian Golf Legend and Tournament Host SSP Chawrasia 
(2nd from left) and Mr. Rohan Ghosh, Captain, RCGC (3rd from left). Mr. U S Mundy, CEO, PGTI (extreme left) is also seen in the picture.

Manu Gandas - Winner

Anirban Lahiri - Runner-Up

ANIRBAN LAHIRI TAKES THE RUNNER-UP SPOT
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Steel PGTI Rankings (Order of Merit) after 
fi nishing tied sixth at 16-under 272 at the 
Tour Championship this week. Manu closed 
the 2022 season with record earnings of Rs. 
88,50,688, the highest ever for a PGTI season, 
to fi nish number one in the money list by a fair 
distance. Gandas broke the previous record 
of season’s earnings of Rs. 66,27,650 set by 
Rashid Khan in 2019.
Manu had earlier set another PGTI record by 
winning six titles during the season. Gandas, 
who had turned pro back in 2015 posted a 

Bengaluru’s Chikkarangappa S stole the 
show on the fi nal day with a round of 
three-under 69 to triumph by two shots 

at the TATA Steel PGTI’s season-ending 
TATA Steel Tour Championship, a Rs. 3 crore 
event, played at the Beldih and Golmuri Golf 
Courses in Jamshedpur.
Gurugram’s Manu Gandas took tied sixth 
place at the season’s showpiece event to 
emerge champion in the 2022 TATA Steel 
PGTI Rankings (Order of Merit).
Chikkarangappa (66-71-62-69), who totaled 

20-under 268 for the week, bagged a whopping 
Rs. 45 lakh for his eff ort at the richest-ever 
event on the PGTI. It was the 29-year-old 
golfer’s 15th title on the PGTI and overall 16th 
professional win.
The trio of international star Shiv Kapur (64-
69-70-67), Delhi’s Shamim Khan (71-67-67-
65) and Gurugram’s Veer Ahlawat (67-71-
67-65) claimed tied second place at 18-under 
270.  
Manu Gandas (66-68-68-70) of Gurugram 
took the coveted No. 1 spot in the TATA 

CHIKKARANGAPPA S STEALS THE SHOW ON FINAL DAY 
TO CLINCH SEASON-ENDING TATA STEEL TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP

MANU GANDAS EMERGES TATA STEEL PGTI RANKINGS CHAMPION WITH 
RECORD SEASON’S EARNINGS

Champion Chikkarangappa S receives the trophy from Mr. T V Narendran, CEO & Managing Director, TATA Steel. The other gentlemen seen in the picture are 
Mr. Sanjiv Paul, Vice President - Safety, Health & Sustainability, TATA Steel (extreme right) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO - PGTI (extreme left)
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total of 13 top-10s in the year. Chandigarh’s 
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu fi nished second on the 
PGTI Rankings with season’s earnings of Rs. 
70,99,768.
All four rounds of the event saw one half of 
the fi eld play their fi rst nine holes at Golmuri 
Golf Course and second nine at Beldih Golf 
Course while the other half of the fi eld played 
Beldih fi rst followed by Golmuri. The par for 
the round was 72. The leading groups started 
at Golmuri and fi nished at Beldih.
Chikkarangappa, the overnight leader by one 
shot, was in control for most part of the day 
as he put together fi ve birdies in exchange 
for a bogey over the fi rst 13 holes thanks to 
his exceptional iron-play and wedge shots. 
Chikka’s lead came under threat for a brief 
phase of play when he dropped a bogey on 
the 14th and Khalin Joshi made a charge with 
four birdies between the 12th and the 16th to 
get within one shot of the former.
Khalin fi nally slipped out of contention with a 
bogey and double-bogey on the last two holes 
to fi nish tied sixth as Chikka marched to his 
fi rst title in Jamshedpur after having fi nished 
runner-up in the city twice before.
Chikka said, “My driving and iron-play were 
great through the week. I also putted well as I 
changed my putter this week after struggling 
on the greens last week in Kolkata. I went 
back to a putter that I had played with for a 
long time and as a result made some clutch 
putts.
“I meditate a lot so that helps me keep my 
calm in pressure situations on the golf course. 
It helps me focus and keep the distractions 
away.
“It’s been a tough year for me as I lost my 

mother earlier this year and wasn’t really 
enjoying my golf. But I managed to stay the 
course as my mother always wanted me to 
play golf. I dedicate this win to her.
“I would like to thank TATA Steel for staging 
this landmark event. This win gives me a huge 
boost for 2023. I feel it’s high time I win an 
international event,” added Chikka, who is 
now ranked joint second in the number of 
wins (15) on the PGTI along with Shamim 
Khan. Mukesh Kumar leads the list with 20 
wins.
Veer Ahlawat (65), Shamim Khan (65) and 
Shiv Kapur (67) shot bogey-free fi nal rounds 
to end the week as joint runners-up, two shots 
behind the winner.

Arjun Bhati is PGTI Emerging 
Player of the Year
Eighteen-year-old rookie Arjun Bhati of 
Greater Noida won the PGTI Emerging 
Player of the Year title with season’s earnings 
of Rs. 16,38,310, the highest among the 
rookies. Arjun, who claimed tied 43rd place 
at two-under 286 at the season-ending event, 

secured a creditable 25th position on the PGTI 
Order of Merit as a result of two top-10s in 
the season including a third place fi nish at the 
Gurugram Challenge.

Chikkarangappa S - Winner Manu Gandas - 2022 TATA Steel PGTI Rankings Champion

Veer Ahlawat - Joint Runner-Up

Shamim Khan - Joint Runner-Up

Shiv Kapur - Joint Runner-Up

Arjun Bhati - 2022 PGTI Emerging Player of the Year 
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FINAL TATA STEEL PGTI RANKINGS 2022

1  M A N U  G A N DAS  G U R U G R A M  1 9  6  1 9  13  8 8 5 0 6 8 8

2  Y U V R A J  S I N G H  SA N D H U  C H A N D I G A R H  1 8  5  1 6  1 0  7 0 9 9 7 6 8

3  A J E E T E S H  SA N D H U  C H A N D I G A R H  8  0  8  5  5 6 9 4 8 8 0

4  S H A M I M  K H A N  D E L H I  2 0  0  1 8  9  5 2 0 57 6 6

5  K A R A N D E E P  KO C H H A R  C H A N D I G A R H  9  1  9  7  4 4 47 6 8 8

6  V E E R  A H L AWAT  G U R U G R A M  8  1  8  5  4 4 13 1 4 1

7  O M  P R A K AS H  C H O U H A N  M H OW  1 9  1  1 9  7  4 3 8 72 0 8

8  J A M A L  H O S SA I N  D H A K A  1 6  0  1 6  8  3 5 9 2 1 4 4

9  K H A L I N  H  J O S H I  B E N G A LU R U  13  1  12  9  3 4 5 9 8 17

1 0  K A RT I K  S H A R M A  G U R U G R A M  2 1  0  2 1  1 0  3 0 67 67 1

1 1  A N G A D  C H E E M A  M O H A L I  15  0  1 4  5  3 0 0 24 3 2

12  KS H I T I J  N AV E E D  K A U L  FA R I DA B A D  1 4  1  1 4  8  2 8 9 8 3 2 9

13  A KS H AY  S H A R M A  C H A N D I G A R H  2 1  0  1 4  5  2 8 8 8 9 75

1 4  VA R U N  PA R I K H  A H M E DA B A D  17  1  13  2  2 8 73 4 17

15  N  T H A N G A R A J A  C O LO M B O  1 9  0  1 8  7  2 8 4 4 3 6 5

1 6  YAS H AS  C H A N D R A  M  S  M YS O R E  1 8  0  17  6  2 8 2 3 0 0 8

17  A B H I J I T  S I N G H  C H A D H A  C H A N D I G A R H  1 6  0  1 6  8  2 6 4 9 6 2 3

1 8  M I T H U N  P E R E R A  C O LO M B O  2 1  0  1 8  4  2 3 9 4 3 7 1

1 9  M  D H A R M A  B E N G A LU R U  1 9  0  1 6  5  2 3 2 2 5 2 3

2 0  K A P I L  K U M A R  D E L H I  2 0  0  17  3  2 1 9 9 2 3 0

2 1  A RJ U N  S H A R M A  G R E AT E R  N O I DA  2 0  0  1 4  2  2 1 8 9 2 1 8

2 2  SAC H I N  B A I S OYA  D E L H I  1 9  0  17  3  2 0 5 0 6 4 8

2 3  R AS H I D  K H A N  N O I DA  1 0  0  1 0  4  1 8 2 8 8 3 8

24  H A R E N D R A  G U P TA  C H A N D I G A R H  2 0  0  15  5  17 9 4 0 9 6

2 5  A RJ U N  B H AT I  N O I DA  1 6  0  15  2  1 6 3 8 3 1 0

2 6  PAWA N  K U M A R  D E L H I  1 9  0  15  2  15 3 4 3 8 8

27  S H A N K A R  DAS  KO L K ATA  2 0  0  1 4  4  15 3 1 17 0

2 8  A B H I N AV  LO H A N  FA R I DA B A D  1 9  0  1 4  3  15 2 6 1 9 4

2 9  R A N J I T  S I N G H  C H A N D I G A R H  2 0  0  1 6  3  1 4 2 5 4 4 9

3 0  B A DA L  H O S SA I N  SAVA R  1 6  0  13  3  1 4 0 3 0 9 6
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