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charge  including favorites Shubhankar Sharma 
and Manu Gandas!
Using the Home Course advantage Honey 
Baisoya shot 66 to end up in the second place on 
day one. Honey’s charge was the only brilliance 
displayed by the large Indian contingent as the 
Germans took over the leadership role and battle 
till the end. German Marcel Siem pipped his 
countryman Yannik Paul and Dutchman Joos 
Luiten to take home the US$340000 Cheque and 
a 2-year exemption to the DP World Tour.
On the Corporate front in India the Corporate 
Golf Tour continues to make waves. The 13-city 
tour travelled to Chennai,Kochi and Ahmedabad 
with more than 250 players taking part in the 
events. The Corporate tour or the C-Tour as 
it is popularly come to be known is the only 
structured tour recognizing working golfers from 
various fi elds including. The Tour recognizes 
four categories of Golfers i.e. Self-employed 
professionals, Business Owners, Government 
services including Public Sector & Defense and 
those working in Private enterprises, the must 
play tour also has its own ranking system. 
Read all about it and more in the current issue in 
your hands.
Happy Golfi ng!

T
he month of February made up the short 
number of days in the off ering of Golf 
which included some great fi nishes and 
greater Golf! 

All of 16 years, the 93rd World Amateur Golf 
ranked player Avani Prashanth created history 
by being the fi rst Indian to win the Queen 
Sirikit Cup held in Manilla, Philippines. Avani 
returned a record breaking 10 shot lead from the 
second placed Fiona Xu. Avani follows in the 
footsteps of Aditi Ashok who won the Kenyan 
Open and second place at the Saudi Ladies Int’l 
last month, making all Indians proud in the 
international Golf arena.   
Hero Indian Open returned with a bang putting 
up a $2Million prize purse and a large number 
of past European winners at the DLF Golf & 
Country Club. 32 players made up the Indian 

COOL FEBRUARY!
Honey Baisoya

Marcel Siem
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Sabyasachi Mukherjee: In the fashion industry, 
on one hand, we talk about individuality, and on 
the reverse, we also talk about mass production. 
Through advertising, we create an image that 
if you wear this luxury or fashion product, you 
are going to stand out. At the same time, we also 
make ten million pieces of it and manage to put a 
limited edition tag on it as well.
Sadhguru: Hoping two people with the same 
dress won’t meet! 
Sabyasachi Mukherjee : Yes. I’ve also been 
a victim of that many times. I design for Indian 
weddings, and I don’t go to weddings anymore 
because I’m petrifi ed that three women would 
be wearing the same outfi t. But having said 
that, I think India can produce something that 
China cannot. What India can give to you is 
individuality. When you look at something that 
is created by hand, in the West, some quality 
control person is going to reject a piece if it is 
diff erent from the others. But that is the true spirit 
of luxury, that things should be diff erent from 
each other. And only things that are made by 
hand can be a unique product for a single person 
- even if it’s a very small diff erence.
Arundhathi: As an extension of that, I was 
wondering, given that the creative impulse also 
entails following a very individual imperative, 
and then making that meet market demands, how 
does one walk that very fi ne line?
Sabyasachi Mukherjee: For an entrepreneur, 
it’s a little bit of a challenge. When I started, I 
was labeled as the best thing that happened to 
India after the sewing machine. And I’ve always 
thought that the only way you can create iconism 
is through repetition. So we started doing the 
same thing over and over again, because mine is 
a brand that speaks to a slightly older audience. A 
woman who has probably tried diff erent things, 
by the time she is thirty-fi ve and she knows what 
she wants to wear and possibly plans to stick 
to it for a long time, that is the kind of woman 
who shops with us. For what we were initially 
celebrated for, the press started criticizing us 
after some time, saying, “Same old, same old.” 
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Feature

REFLECTING NATURE
THROUGH DESIGN

But we stayed true to who we are, and eventually, 
people started appreciating that again.
I think that when you are an entrepreneur, no 
amount of forecast and projection can really 
tell you what’s going to work and what not. 
It’s your belief and your instinct. If you have 
a belief system that’s very strong, commerce 
will automatically follow. I think when you 
are doing a brand that has a certain aesthetic, 
it is very important to stay true to your belief 
system, irrespective of how people perceive you. 
Eventually, you will win.
Arundhathi: This idea of creativity is linked to 
the notion of repetition, isn’t it? We sometimes 
think of repetition only as something that 
happens in a mass production scenario. But it’s 
also true that it’s the repetition of the same thing 
that fuels creativity – not in a mechanistic way. 
But I think every artist also knows that riyaz 
(Hindi word for “practice”) and rasa (Sanskrit 
word for “essence”) come together, don’t they? 
So I’m wondering if you could expand on this, 
Sadhguru, because you described chaos as a 
kind of creativity. Would you say more about 
repetition and creativity, chaos and design?
Sadhguru: We just have to look at human 
beings - nobody here has horns, an extra arm, 
or three eyes - everything is the same, but 
everything is diff erent. This is creativity. If you 
want to describe the characteristics of human 
beings in simple terms - everybody has two legs, 
two hands, one nose, two eyes, and so on. But just 
see what a unique happening each one of them 
is in every way. This is the nature of creation. 
And no human being should ever think that we 
are creating something. In some way, knowingly 
or unknowingly, from the impressions we have 
taken in, we are reproducing a few things. 
No one can really create anything new here. 
Anything you create, whether it is a piece of 
jewelry or clothing, a building, or whatever else, 
in any form and color, is already somewhere 
there in nature.
You have taken in so many impressions, not all 
of them consciously. Some of these forms and 

colors and shapes that are there in your mind 
may fi nd unconscious expression. In this context, 
when someone says the ashram is beautiful - I 
didn’t make the mountains, and that’s the most 
beautiful part of the ashram. They are setting a 
background, though most people may not notice 
it. Once it happened, Shankaran Pillai came to 
the Isha Yoga Center, and he wanted a room 
with a view. We gave an appropriate room in the 
Chitra block. Then he complained, reiterating, “I 
wanted a room with a view.” We said, “This is 
the room that has the best view.” He said, “The 
goddamn mountains are in the way.” 
This is what has happened to a lot of human 
beings. They do not see things as they are. Instead, 
they have ideas. If you want to make something 
beautiful, the fi rst thing is you shouldn’t have any 
idea. An idea need not necessarily have anything 
to do with reality. If instead of having an idea, 
you have perception, and you simply drink life 
all the time, if you want to create something or 
you want to make something happen, it will all 
be with you - in terms of shapes, forms, colors, 
sounds, or whatever else. Whether you want to 
create music, clothing, or a building, if you pay 
enough attention, it will all be there.
Sabyasachi Mukherjee: May I add something 
to that, Sadhguru? As a young entrepreneur who 
wanted to make a mark in the design industry, I 
wanted to do something that wasn’t there yet - my 
own design ego, as I would call it. I see the same 
thing happening in urban architecture today, 
where everyone wants to leave his mark. No 

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY 
AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

Bollywood, 
Kollywood, 

Tollywood - there 
are all kinds. This 
is the worst form 

of slavery.
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Sabyasachi Mukherjee: Sadhguru, as a 
designer, I have a question for you. I fi nd you 
an impeccably well-dressed man. You are an 
example of how Indian men should dress. Who 
designs your clothes? 
Sadhguru: My designs are not going 
commercial. I don’t want to walk into a 
conference or a hall where I am going speak, and 
everyone is dressed like me!  This is all made 
here locally, within the ashram.
Arundhathi: Sabyasachi, this question is for you. 
From your experience, how are Indian design 
and fashion perceived in the West? Is it just the 
exotic element, or are they taken more seriously 
than that?
Sabyasachi Mukherjee: How you sell India 
is the way the West is going to perceive it. And 
unfortunately, for the longest time, we have sold 
it as a land of elephants, camels, snake charmers, 
and exotic kings and queens. Even today, if you 
look at Indian fashion in a Western context, 
they just think about a maharaja, maharani, or 
Bollywood dancer.
Sadhguru: You must drop this word - 
“Bollywood.” Hollywood is a place. But what 
the hell is Bollywood? 
Sabyasachi Mukherjee: That’s the word, 
unfortunately. That is what I call cheap imitation. 
Sadhguru: Bollywood, Kollywood, Tollywood - 
there are all kinds. This is the worst form of slavery.

one really preserves and restores. As the brand is 
getting older, I am looking at this diff erently. I’m 
going to give an example. Today, as the political 
winds have changed, everyone is talking about 
the revival of Banaras. Banaras doesn’t need to 
be revived - it just needs to be restored. Many 
designers, without understanding the ethos of 
what Banaras is, go and make collections there. 
Some people just make Kanjeevaram saris 
in Banaras because it happens to be a cheap 
weaving hub.
When my design company goes there, I tell them, 
“The people of Banaras have been designing for 
hundreds of years. They are the masters. Do 
not interfere with their work. We are only the 
medium who will take the design to the market. 
We are just supposed to restore their market 
through marketing and advertising.” Because 
when everyone wants to leave their own mark, 
design becomes very confusing. And while we 
talk about the democracy of design, it is also very 
important to preserve design. I think many of us 
in India should take the initiative of preserving 
what we have and what is beautiful, and making 
people conscious of that reality. At the end of the 
day, appreciation of beauty is very subjective. If 
we can just preserve what is beautiful by raising 
awareness about it, we don’t need to design 
anymore.
Sadhguru: Those who are very eager to leave 
footprints will never fl y.

Sabyasachi Mukherjee: Absolutely. 
Sadhguru: Normally, any place I enter, 
especially in corporate India, I am the only Indian 
left. The women are a little better, but among the 
men, everyone has got a noose around their neck. 
At forty degrees Celsius, they are wearing jacket 
and tie.
This is something I’m trying to put across to 
people. At least ten percent of your wardrobe 
should be Indian and handmade. If you can’t 
wear designer clothes, at least wear khadi. It’s 
not a question of cost - there should be some 
aesthetic to it.
Sabyasachi Mukherjee: There you have 
struck a very strong chord with me. At a 
conference of the CII [Confederation of Indian 
Industry], I suggested that every corporation in 
the country declares Friday as Indian dressing 
day. Just imagine, if out of Victoria Terminus, 
at nine o’clock in the morning, thousands of 
people come wearing saris, salwar kameez, 
kurta chudidars, bindis, and gajras. Not only 
would it help to boost the economy at the 
grassroots level, but also, a lot of weavers’ 
children, who would otherwise go into other 
professions, would stay with the trade. Clothing 
plays a very important role in community-
building. If every Indian consciously started 
wearing Indian clothing, this would be a 
completely remarkable country.
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SUBLIME SIEM
TRIUMPHS AT HERO INDIAN OPEN

arcel Siem ended a nine-year wait 
for his fi fth DP World Tour title after 
securing an emotional victory at the 

Hero Indian Open.
The German trailed Yannik Paul by one 
ahead of the fi nal round but a four under par 
round of 68 meant he fi nished one clear of his 
countryman on 14 under par, sparking scenes 

of jubilation on the 18th green at DLF Golf 
and Country Club.
The German pair were joined by Dutchman 
Joost Luiten in the last group and it proved to 
be a three-horse race throughout the fi nal day 
in New Delhi.
Siem was the fi rst to make his move with a 
birdie at the fourth to draw level with third 

round leader Paul, before back-to-back 
birdies immediately after the turn saw the 
42-year-old steam into a two-stroke lead.
It was all-change at the 13th, with Siem 
dropping his only shot of the day while Paul 
picked up his second birdie and the duo were 
once again level.
Siem, who was forced to regain his playing 

M

VENUE : DLF GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB, GURGAON, NEW DELHI, INDIA
PRIZE FUND : US$2,000,000

CoCover Co

Marcel Siem



privileges at Qualifying School in 2022, took 
a two-stroke advantage to the par fi ve 18th 
after birdieing the 15th, but it was not all plain 
sailing.
He found a diffi  cult lie with his lay-up but, 
despite a closing birdie for Paul, managed to 
escape with a par to end a 3,038-day wait for a 
fi fth DP World Tour title, the last of which was 
at the 2014 BMW Masters.
Paul’s bogey-free round of 70 meant he secured 
his second runner-up fi nish in as many weeks, 
with Luiten following his tie for third at the 
Thailand Classic with another third place at the 
Hero Indian Open on 12 under par.
Four strokes back in a share of fourth place were 
Spain’s Jorge Campillo and Japan’s Kazuki 
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“After that fi st pump on 11 
I said I have to stop this in 
this heat, I was gone for 
two holes. I had to collect 
myself. I had to stay as calm 
as possible but that lie was 
horrible on the last so it got 
the heart rate pumping.” 

- Sublime Siem
Yannik Paul

Angad Cheema 



Higa, with last week’s winner Thorbjørn 
Olesen and another German, Alex Knappe, 
sharing sixth place on seven under par.
Shubhankar Sharma and Veer Ahlawat 
fi nished India’s national Open as the leading 
Indian players in a tie for 13th place on four 
under par. 
Marcel Siem: “After that fi st pump on 11 I said 
I have to stop this in this heat, I was gone for 
two holes. I had to collect myself. I had to stay 
as calm as possible but that lie was horrible on 
the last so it got the heart rate pumping.
“I’ve worked really hard and it’s crazy. Second 
kickstart for my career. I was gone. Lost my 
card, Challenge Tour, Q School. Thank you so 
much to my family, my team and my sponsors. 
I think there’s more to come now.
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“The win on the Challenge Tour was very 
special, very emotional with my daughter. We 
just moved to Mauritius three weeks ago, 
I moved the family there. This means a lot. 
Two years ago, I wasn’t even sure if I could 
compete on the DP World Tour, now I’m a 
winner again. Come on.
“Winning a golf tournament, being back in 
the winner’s circle now, it means everything 

to me. It’s just unbelievable. It was tough out 
there with Yannik, he played unbelievable. 
No room for errors.
“Coming from top 20s straight to a win [is 
unexpected]. My goal this week was a top 
ten. I never really had the feeling that this was 
my week. I played with Joost in Thailand, he 
fi nished third there, Yannik came with a top 
two from last week so I thought I needed to do 

Marcel Siem with Mr Brijinder Singh, President, IGU Marcel Siem with Mr SK Sharma, Chairman, Hero Indian Open Committee, IGU

Honey Baisoya

Marcel Siem with caddie
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something special to win this golf tournament. 
They played great, so well done guys.
“That Qualifying School category is not a 
good category. You have a card but you never 
know when you’re going to get the starts. You 
have to play literally everything and now I can 
choose and pick where I want to go again, it 
makes life a lot easier. I can prepare properly 
on the golf course, it’s a life-changer. I just 
can’t believe it. It’s amazing.”

SHUBHANKAR, AHLAWAT 
BEST INDIANS AT TIED 13TH 
IN HERO INDIAN OPEN 
Shubhankar Sharma produced his best round 
of the week with a 4-under 68 and fi nished 
tied for 13th place alongside Veer Ahlawat 
(73) to total 4-under 284 at the US$2 million 
Hero Indian Open 2023. The duo fi nished as 
the best Indians at the event . 
As two Germans battled it out to become the 
fi rst from their country to win the Hero Indian 
Open, Marcel Siem (68, 14-under 274) won 
by one-shot over Yannik Paul (70, 13-under). 
Angad Cheema saw a top-10 fi nish slip away 
with a horrendous quadruple bogey on the 

Cover Story

Shubhankar Sharma 
produced his best round of 
the week with a 4-under 
68 and fi nished tied for 
13th place alongside Veer 
Ahlawat (73) to total 4-under 
284 at the US$2 million Hero 
Indian Open 2023. 

RESULTS
274 M SIEM (GER)  69 70 67 68

275 Y PAUL (GER)  65 69 71 70

276 J LUITEN (NED)  70 70 68 68

280 K HIGA (JPN)  75 66 71 68
J CAMPILLO (ESP)  73 71 67 69

281 A KNAPPE (GER)  73 71 71 66
T OLESEN (DEN)  73 72 66 70

282 G GREEN (MAS)  72 70 73 67
S FORSSTR?M (SWE)  71 72 72 67

283 R HISATSUNE (JPN) 75 71 69 68
P LARRAZ?BAL (ESP)  72 73 69 69
A HIDALGO (ESP)  72 73 67 71

284 S TARRIO (ESP)  70 71 75 68
S SHARMA (IND)  68 74 74 68
J SCHAPER (RSA)  72 71 71 70
E WALKER (SCO)  76 70 68 70
V AHLAWAT (IND)  73 70 68 73

Shubhankar Sharma

Veer Ahlawat
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18th hole that sent him plunging to tied 20th 
on the leaderboard. 
Local golfer Honey Baisoya shared the 20th 
place with Cheema on two-under 286 and 
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu made up for a diffi  cult 
third round of fi ve over par 77 with a two under 
70 that lifted him into a share of 25th place. 
Though it was hard to overcome two 
consecutive over-par rounds on days two and 
three, Shubhankar Sharma was satisfi ed with 
his fi nish. “Today was really good, I played 
quite well and hung in there,” he said later.   
“Played well on the back nine, which I’m quite 
happy about. Didn’t really have my best on the 
back nine all week, but today was quite nice. 
So quite happy and it’s a good way to fi nish 
the event. Today, I just got off  to a good start, 
I made birdie on the fi rst which was good and 
after that something clicked which I was really 
happy about.  
“Even though I made a mistake on the eighth, 
I was still able to stay within my zone and 
I’m particularly happy with the way I played 
the back nine, it was really solid. Wasn’t off  
position at all and hit it really solid of the tee, 
so that I’m happy about.” 
Sharma was putting for a birdie on 18 that 
would have put him in the top ten, but the 
ball stopped on the edge of the hole. “The pin 
position was really tough and my second shot 
actually went slightly over the green and then 
it was a tough two putts there.   
“I actually hit a good fi rst putt, but the green 
was really slow so it got to the pin. And even 
the second putt was nice but just unlucky as it 
turned on the face. I made a lot of putts today, 
so it was a good day overall,” he added.

Cover Story

Maj. Gen. Bibhuti Bhushan, Director General, IGUAnil Dev, Editor-in-Chief with Farzan Heerjee, Vice President, IGU GolfPlus Booth
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A
vani Prashanth created history by 
becoming the fi rst Indian winner of 
the 43rd Queen Sirikit Cup in the 
Philippines on Friday. 
The Bangalore teenager’s sterling 

score also carried the Indian team to a 
never-before second place in the prestigious 
competition for the Asia-Pacifi c region. 
Avani returned a four-day aggregate of 
16-under 272 (68-66-70-68), a record-
breaking 10 shots ahead of second placed 
New Zealander Fiona Xu (six-under 282). 
Rianne Mikhaela Malixi (68-73-68-74) of 
the Philippines and Korea’s Hyunjo Yoo 
(70-71-71-71) fi nished tied for third place 
on fi ve-under 283 at the Manila Southwoods 
Golf and Country Club. 
Speaking in Manila, Avani said, “I feel 
great. It’s been a long-awaited win and I’m 
excited for what the rest of the year holds. 
“It’s a little frustrating that I won’t be going 
to Augusta this year, but I’ll hope to make it 
there in 2024. 
“I’m just happy to get this win and 
I hope I can carry this form into the 
WAAP (Women’s Asia Pacifi c Amateur 
Championship).” 
The 16-year-old, who is 97th on the World 
Amateur Golf Rankings either led or held a 
share of top spot all the way and closed out 
her blazing run in Manila appropriately with 
a birdie. 
Thanks to her scores, India rode to a 
fi rst silver medal in the regional amateur 
championship with team-mates Vidhatri Urs 

THE 43RD QUEEN SIRIKIT CUP 

and Nishna Patel making up the squad. 
While Mysore-based Vidhatri (74-77-72-74) 
fi nished tied for 19th Nishna was further 
down the order in shared 30th place with 
rounds of 80, 78, 74 and 75. 
India were second behind the powerful 
Koreans who needed all their fi repower to 
edge out the challengers with a 12-under 564 
total.  
India aggregated seven-under 571, while 

Japan were third a further four shots behind. 
The fi eld at Manila included reigning WAAP 
champion Tiff any Huang Ting-hsuan of 
Taiwan, world fi fth ranked Japanese Yuna 
Araki, 15th ranked Mizuki Hashimoto 
of Japan and Korean Minsol Kim, world 
ranked 16th. 
A late rally helped keep the Koreans in the 
race for top spot with the two best cards of 
71 and 73 just two shots ahead of India.

“I feel great. It’s been 
a long-awaited win and 
I’m excited for what the 
rest of the year holds. 
It’s a little frustrating 
that I won’t be going 
to Augusta this year, 
but I’ll hope to make it 
there in 2024.”
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GULMOHAR GOLFER OF THE YEAR 2023 
The event took place on 25th & 26th 

February as part of the MP Financial 
Services-Go Golf 2023 calendar and 

saw 66 golfers competing to win the  Claret 
Jug replica. 

Little Master Junior Tour Founder Zahaan Qureshi 
& Nonita lall Qureshi distributing books and 
pencils to village school-going kids near Satpura 

national park in Madhya Pradesh.

REASON TO SMILE !!!



Thorbjørn Olesen produced a dominant 
display of frontrunning as he won his 

seventh DP World Tour title by four 
strokes at the Thailand Classic.
The Dane, whose last victory came at the 
2022 Betfred British Masters hosted by Danny 
Willett, started the fi nal round at Amata Spring 
Country Club with a two-stroke lead, but 
quickly increased his advantage to four after 
birdies on his opening two holes.
He carded another birdie at the sixth hole but 
then had to stay patient as six consecutive pars 
allowed countryman Nicolai Højgaard to move 
to within two strokes as the 21-year-old made 
three birdies in a row after the turn.
But Olesen kept his nerve as he carded a 
hat-trick of birdies of his own from the 13th 
hole to move fi ve strokes clear. He parred his 
remaining three holes to sign for a bogey-free 
six under par 66 and a 24 under par total.
Yannik Paul recorded his best result of the 
2023 Race to Dubai as he fi nished second 
on 20 under par, two strokes ahead of fellow 

German Alexander Knappe and Joost Luiten of 
the Netherlands. 
Højgaard fi nished on 17 under par in a share of 

fi fth with Hero Cup teammate Antoine Rozner 
of France and 2016 Ryder Cup player Rafa 
Cabrera Bello.
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ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

played some great golf and luckily it was me 
that fi red the last shots. I tried to focus on every 
shot and stay in the moment.”

SENEKAL SEALS WIRE-TO-WIRE TRIUMPH AT ZEBULA

OLESEN IN SEVENTH HEAVEN IN THAILAND

JJ Senekal posted a bogey-free seven 
under par fi nal round of 65 to seal his 

maiden European Challenge Tour title in 
wire-to-wire fashion at the SDC Open.
The South African held the lead after every 
round at Zebula Golf Estate & Spa and he 
closed out victory by reaching 25 under par, 
four clear of countryman Casey Jarvis who 
fi nished second on 21 under par.
The 35-year-old carded four birdies on the front 
nine to make the turn at four under par, before 
adding three more birdies on the home stretch, 
and he was clearly emotional after securing his 
fi rst triumph for over fi ve years.
“I’m very emotional right now,” he said. “I’ve 
put a lot of hard work into this, and my coach 
has done a phenomenal job with my golf swing. 
This is my fi rst win since 2018 on the Sunshine 
Tour and I can’t thank him enough for what he 
has done this past year.
“I worked hard on the putting green last night 
and it has clearly paid off  because I made a few 
good putts today and luckily no bogeys.
“It felt great to walk up the 18th and see my 
ball next to the fl ag, knowing I had a three-
shot lead and I was about to tap in for birdie. 
The pressure was lifted off  my shoulders and 

Venue: Amata Spring Country Club, Chonburi, Thailand
Prize Fund: US$2,000,000

I could enjoy the moment.”
“Casey Jarvis gave it everything today and 
chased me down to the wire,” he added. “We 
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Dylan Mostert birdied the 72nd hole to seal a one-stroke victory 
and his maiden European Challenge Tour title at the Nelson 

Mandela Bay Championship.
The South African rolled in a seven-foot birdie putt on the par four fi nal 
hole to reach 16 under par and fi nish one ahead of countryman Jaco 
Prinsloo, who had set the clubhouse target at 15 under par following a 
sublime ten under par round of 62 at Humewood Golf Club.
Mostert was delighted to secure a maiden Challenge Tour title in Port 
Elizabeth and believes his strong psychological approach was the key 
to success this week.
“It hasn’t hit me yet because it all happened so quickly, and I am so 
relieved right now,” he said. “It was a grind all week because this golf 
course is so diffi  cult. I played unbelievably and to see that fi nal putt 
roll in for me was a huge relief.
“It’s a great achievement for me because the wind was pumping pretty 
much every single day and I think my mental game got me through 
this week. I got a few lucky breaks and managed to capitalise on it.”
The 24-year-old, who secured his fi rst Sunshine Tour victory last 
season, has set his sights on earning promotion to the DP World Tour in 
2023 by fi nishing inside the top 20 on the Road to Mallorca Rankings.
“I’ve got a taste of winning now and I just want them to keep coming,” 
he said. “I always try to come back down to earth, keep my basics right 
and work with my team to keep doing the right things. I’m defi nitely 
going to head over to Europe and play some Challenge Tour events 

MOSTERT PRODUCES LATE SHOW TO WIN IN SOUTH AFRICA

this year. The Sunshine Tour has given me a great platform and now I 
need to make the step up and try and secure my DP World Tour card 
this year”

will be a lot of birdies and opportunities out 
there.
“The golfer who can manage his ball around 
this golf course and keeps his ball in play will be 
right up there in the end.”

ST FRANCIS LINKS READY TO HOST FIRST DP WORLD TOUR EVENT
As St Francis Links prepares to host 
its fi rst Sunshine Tour and DP World 

Tour co-sanctioned tournament with this 
month’s SDC Championship, the focus is on 
presenting a golf course that is “as playable as 
it is beautiful”.
That’s the vision St Francis Links CEO, Jeff  
Clause, and his team have for when this Jack 
Nicklaus Signature Course hosts the most 
global tournament in its history with the $1.5 
million SDC Championship from 16-19 March.
“We’ve spent 16-and-a-half years now trying to 
make this a golf course that’s as playable as it is 
beautiful. The golf course is ready,” Clause says 
of a course that was voted South Africa’s Best 
New Course in 2007 and which is currently 
ranked fourth in the country.
St Francis Links has already established itself 
as a championship venue through its hosting of 
several tournaments on the Sunshine Tour, and 
more recently as the home of the prestigious 
South African PGA Championship.
Nestled on a hill overlooking the picturesque 
seaside village of St Francis Bay, Clause 
predicts that St Francis Links should be a 
challenging but fair test for this fi eld.
“Every hole here off ers everything, and we’ll 
have a good variety of par-three shots in 
particular. We’ve made a few small changes 

here and there. But we also know what Mother 
Nature can do at this golf course. If we get a bit 
of wind this golf course will be formidable from 
any tee and any pin placement. March weather 
is generally a bit more passive and then there 



Invitational Series, the Crushers fi nished 
second twice and also had a third-place fi nish 
in the fi ve regular-season events after Bryson 
DeChambeau became captain and stabilized his 
roster with veterans Howell, Paul Casey and 
Anirban Lahiri.

Fueled by one of Charles Howell III’s 
most impressive rounds in his 23 years 
as a professional golfer, Crushers GC 

captured both the individual and team trophies 
in resounding fashion Sunday at LIV Golf 
Mayakoba, the season opener of the new LIV 
Golf League.
Howell’s bogey-free 8-under 63 was the lowest 
score of any player this week, and his fi rst 
eight holes were even more impressive, as he 
produced six birdies to overtake 36-hole co-
leaders Peter Uihlein (Smash GC) and Talor 
Gooch (RangeGoats GC). He eventually 
fi nished at 16 under, four strokes better than 
Uihlein, who shot a 68. Stinger GC’s Branden 
Grace was third at 10 under after shooting 67.
It’s Howell’s fourth worldwide victory of his 
career, and his fi rst at El Camaleon, a course he 
fi rst competed on in 2007 and was playing for 
the 14th time this week.
“Obviously, I don’t think you ever see a win 
coming,” said the 43-year-old Howell. “I’ve 
played in a lot of golf tournaments in my life, 
and I haven’t won a lot of them, and you have 
the doubts and the feelings, will you ever win 
again?

“To do it against this competition with these 
guys standing up here is more than I could ever 
dream of. I’m extremely thankful.”
Certainly his fellow Crushers teammates 
were thankful to have Howell going so low. 
Last season during the beta-test LIV Golf 

RESURGENT HOWELL LEADS CRUSHERS TO DOUBLE WIN AT LIV GOLF MAYAKOBA

American Andrew Ogletree became 
the fi rst player to win two International 
Series events when he recorded a 

convincing victory today in the US$2.5 
million International Series Qatar, at Doha 
Golf Club.The impressive 24 year old from 
Mississippi closed with a one-over-par 73 to 
fi nish on seven under and win by three shots 
from Thailand’s Gunn Charoenkul, who fi red 
a 68, helped by an eagle on the par-fi ve 18th.
Thailand’s Suradit Yongcharoenchai fi nished 
one shot back in third following a 72, while 
his compatriot Phachara Khongwatmai 
returned a 67 to claim fourth, another stroke 
behind.
At the turn his lead was six and while a double 
bogey on hole 10, where he was unable to get 
up and down after an errant second shot went 
long and left, briefl y off ered some hope to 
his pursuers, he proceeded to steady the ship 
with seven pars and a birdie on the last.
“I think it just comes from all the work 
that I’ve put in,” said Ogletree, who won 
US$450,000.
“I’ve worked really hard this off season post 
Egypt, and just have a lot of confi dence 
because I work so hard. I don’t think anyone 
wants it more than me. I want to keep giving 
myself more opportunities and this is the 
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OGLETREE SECURES SECOND INTERNATIONAL SERIES TITLE 

Order of Merit (OOM) and International 
Series OOM thanks to an outstanding start to the 
season. He fi nished ninth in the season-opening 
PIF Saudi International powered by SoftBank 
Investment Advisers and tied for seventh in last 
week’s International Series Oman. 

route that I can do that. So, I’m really focused, 
and trying to win the Order of Merit out here 
is my number one goal this year, and that’s all 
I’m really focused on. And you got to win to 
do that, so this feels great.”
Ogletree moved to the top of the Asian Tour 



Abraham Ancer became the fi rst player 
to win the US$5 million PIF Saudi 

International powered by SoftBank Investment 
Advisers from start to fi nish today after closing 
with a two-under-par 68 to fi nish on 19 under 
and beat American Cameron Young by two 
shots.
The highly rated 31-year-old Mexican 
conducted a masterclass in front running, at the 
Asian Tour’s season-opening event, to add the 
title to the other signifi cant victory of his career, 
the 2021 WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invitational.
Young also returned a 68 at Royal Greens 
Golf & Country Club, while Australian Lucas 
Herbert carded a 65 to fi nish third, two shots 
further back.
Thailand’s Sadom Kaewkanjana re-iterated 
his position as one of the Asian Tour’s most 
exciting young players when he fi red a 66 to 
secure fourth, another stroke behind.
“That was my fi rst ever wire-to-wire win,” said 
Ancer, whose steadiness at the helm was made 
possible by a solid, repeatable golf swing and 
sound putting stroke.
“I kept telling myself, just imagine if I was in 
like 20th place and just got to go out there and 
shoot a low one. It worked out. I stayed in the 
moment. Didn’t really think too much about the 
previous shots or what was coming after. So, 
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The much-welcomed winnings meant he was 
able to regain his Asian Tour, as he was playing 
on a medical exemption.
Gunn has a degenerated thumb injury which he 
picked up three years ago while trying to swing 
the club hard and fast like American Bryson 
Dechambeau.

GUNN’S THOUGHTS OF QUITTING REPLACED BY RENEWED HOPE

ABE’S HONESTLY GOOD AT PIF SAUDI INTERNATIONAL POWERED BY SOFTBANK INVESTMENT ADVISERS

It is fair to say Gunn Charoenkul tees-off  
in the New Zealand Open presented by 
SKY SPORT tomorrow revitalised and 

relieved thanks to his fi ne second place fi nish in 
the International Series Qatar two weeks ago – 
which was his best result on the Asian Tour in 
three years – and also because he says last year 
he was close to giving up the game.
“I was really stressed-out last year, and was 
thinking I should quit,” said the Thai star this 
week at Millbrook Resort, venue for the 102nd 
staging of New Zealand’s national Open.
An injury to his left thumb has derailed his 
career over the past three years, which was 
in stark contrast to a brilliant 2019 when he 
was playing the best golf of his life, regularly 
challenging on both the Asian Tour and Japan 
Golf Tour.
He added: “This was my third time getting 
injured. First time was a cyst in my left wrist, 
then the joint in my right hand, and now the left 
thumb. As it goes on, it wears you down.
“I told my wife if I don’t really secure my card 
then I will probably play on a local tour for 
a couple of years, and then just call it a day. 
That’s golf though, you are on the verge of 

quitting but then you suddenly play well again 
and that kept the fi re going.”
A stunning eagle on the par fi ve closing hole 
at Doha Golf Club, venue for the International 
Series Qatar, saw him secure solo second 
at the crunch and earned him a cheque for 
US$275,000, the biggest of his career.

I’m really happy with my frame of mind during 
these four rounds.”
Ancer led by two from Young at the start of the 
day and was caught by the American on the 
seventh but by the turn he had moved one ahead.
A closely fought contest was then expect over 

the closing holes but surprisingly Young made a 
bogey on the par-four 13th, where he found the 
water with his approach shot, before he made 
Ancer’s life much easier when he doubled the 
par-four 15th, after he chipped short and three 
putted.



DECK LIKE SI WOO KIM
CHASING YOUR BALL UP ONTO THE GREEN

DRIVER OFF THE
Official PGA TOUR Content
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I
n this tutorial, Anderson explains 
how having the ball sitting up in the 
rough and under the right scenario 

could present an opportunity to use driver 
off  the deck and chase the ball up onto the 
green, like what Korea’s Si Woo Kim did 
on the 14th hole at TPC Sawgrass during 
the third round of the 2017 PLAYERS 
Championship. Kim went on to become 
the youngest winner of the PGA TOUR’s 
fl agship tournament.

1   Lie and Situation
Firstly, you need a good lie, similar to 
what Si Woo Kim had for his famous 

golf shot during the 2017 PLAYERS 
Championship. His ball was sitting up a 
little bit in some trampled rough, so he 
had a little cushion under the ball which 
is almost like having a low tee. This 
enables you to hit the ball a little higher 
on the driver face where there is more 
loft.  You will also need an open fairway 
between the ball and the hole to chase the 
ball down the fairway and up onto the 
green. This shot is useful when playing 
into the wind as it generally creates a low 
penetrating shot. You probably don’t want 
to use this shot if you have a long forced 
carry because you are not going to be 
able to carry the ball as far as you would 
typically from off  a tee.

2    Angle of Attack
To execute this shot, create a 
nice and balanced setup. Then, 

most players will make one of these two 
mistakes.  They’ll either try to lift the ball 

Si Woo Kim hitting his driver off the deck on the 14th hole during the 2017 PLAYERS Championship

Create a nice shallow angle of attack and the right 
shoulder needs to stay down



up in the air by falling back and trying to 
scoop it with their hands, or they’ll hit too 
much down on the ball and get too steep 
to play the shot. Essentially, you need 
to create a nice shallow angle of attack 
and clip the ball off  the turf. Keep right 
shoulder down and the right arm extended 
through impact. It will feel like you’re 
keeping the club head low through impact 
using the loft of the driver to get the ball in 
the air. You need trampled rough so you to 
have a clean path to the back of the ball.

3     Trust your loft
You have to trust the loft of the club. 
The goal will be to deliver the club 

head nice and level to the ball getting the 
leading edge of the club below the bottom 
of the ball. This is going to produce a very 
low shot, one that’s going to roll a lot and 
tends to curve a little more to the right 
than to the left. I would recommend you 
practicing this shot so you get comfortable 
with it. Si Woo looked really comfortable 
in executing this golf shot during the 
2017 PLAYERS Championship, which 
he obviously practiced the shot a lot. Not 
surprisingly, he has used this particular shot 
quite often, including in his win at the 2021 
The American Express when he chased up 
a second shot with a driver on the par-5, 
11th hole during the fi nal round where he 
made birdie.
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Todd Anderson is the Director of Instruction at the 
PGA TOUR Performance Center at TPC Sawgrass, 
home of THE PLAYERS Championship. The 2010 
National PGA Teacher of the Year has seen his 
students amass more than 50 victories across the PGA 
TOUR and Korn Ferry Tour, including two FedExCup 
titles. He is currently rated by Golf Digest as one of 
the top 20 golf instructors in the United States.

Avoid being too steep into the ball

Avoid falling back and trying to scoop up the shot with the hands
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but summer games are waiting in the wings.
Ah, but then there’s golf, which is a game for 
all seasons and nowhere does that jump out at 
you than when THE PLAYERS Championship 
steps into the spotlight in mid-March. More 
than the PGA TOUR’S showcase event, THE 

PLAYERS Championship is a gathering of the 
world’s fi nest golfers and can be viewed as 
the unoffi  cial starting point of the year’s elite 
competition.
Everything before THE PLAYERS is lovely 
in its own right - Hawaii paradise followed by 

W
ith the smell of baseball in the air 
and the warmth of tropical spring 
navigating its way north, March 

is arguably the most transitional month in the 
eastern part of the United States.
In March, winter sports still command the stage, 

Tiger Woods won THE PLAYERS in 2001

By Jim McCabe

PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP 
DELIVERS TRUEST TEST

IN THE GAME
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historic courses in California (Pebble Beach, 
Riviera, Torrey Pines) - but when it gets to 
Florida and just about every elite player in the 
world tees it up at TPC Sawgrass, well, things 
get turned up a few notches.
Were you to circle as good news the fact that 
the world’s top 10 players will be represented 
in commanding fashion, you’d have to put an 
asterisk there and note the bad news for them. 
Which is: The Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass 
has historically confounded top 10 talents.
Want proof? Stroll back to the glory days of 
four-time major winner and onetime world No. 
1 Ernie Els. No matter when THE PLAYERS 
Championship rolled around - it was March 
early in his career, then May, then back to 
March - the big South African concedes he got 
an upset stomach.
“I haven’t treated this course very well, and it 
hasn’t treated me very well in the past,” Els once 
said. “This course has had its way with me.”
How rough was TPC Sawgrass on Els? He 
never won there and he placed top 10 just four 
times in 24 starts. For the fi rst 73 rounds of 
career there, his scoring average was 74.164.

What accentuates this storyline, however, is 
the fact Els was not alone. The world’s most 
elite players, those who were fi xtures inside 
the top 10 for the prime of their career, also 
struggled the Stadium Course. Consider the 
numbers :
Els, Vijay Singh, Phil Mickelson, Jim Furyk, 
and Retief Goosen combined to have 116 
starts in THE PLAYERS and produced one 
win (Mickelson, 2007). These guys won four 
Masters, three Open Championships, fi ve 
U.S. Opens, and three PGA Championships 
- count ‘em, 15 majors - but when it came 
to the challenge of TPC Sawgrass, they were 
hand-tied.
Why?

Els one year searched to explain it and settled 
on the fact that Florida winds and Pete Dye’s 
diabolical layout don’t exactly meld like 
peanut butter and jelly.
“(Links) are built for (high wind),” said Els, 
a two-time winner of The Open. “You can 
play the ball on the ground and hit all kinds 
of diff erent shots. This place you’ve got water 
hazards all over the place (most notably, the 
island-green 17th) so you’ve got to put the ball 
in the air.”
Though he squeezed out one memorable week 
at TPC Sawgrass, Mickelson missed the cut 
10 times in 27 starts. So, clearly he never was 
totally comfortable there. But to give him 
credit, never did he search for excuses.

We’re talking eight of the current top 10 players 
in the world – Rory McIlroy, Scottie Scheffl er, Jon 
Rahm, Patrick Cantlay, Xander Schauffele, Collin 
Morikawa, Will Zalatoris, and Matt Fitzpatrick. 

Rory McIlroy won THE PLAYERS in 2019
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toss in McIlroy because while he does have a 
win, there are also fi ve missed cuts in just 12 
starts.
If you want to point to Spieth as the poster 
boy for being mystifi ed by TPC Sawgrass (in 
eight starts he has missed fi ve cuts), it would 
be only fair to fl ip the puzzle over and explain 
that the glory of TPC Sawgrass is that it is truly 
Democratic. It is a course that favors no one 
style of play, because all have won there:

* The power guys such as Tiger 
Woods, Davis Love III and Fred 
Couples, all of whom won.

* The young studs on the rise, 
Adam Scott, Jason Day, and 
Thomas, for instance.

* International ball-strikers such 
as Steve Elkington, Sergio Garcia, 
Henrik Stenson, and Martin 
Kaymer.

* Players who relied on guile and 
precision, such as Hal Sutton, K.J. 
Choi, Rickie Fowler, and Webb 
Simpson.

* Short hitters with big hearts 
such as Matt Kuchar, Tim Clark 
and Fred Funk.

Never did Els stay away thinking he couldn’t 

win. He knew he could and he desperately 
wanted to beat the best on this stage. But 
he knew he had to be smart. TPC Sawgrass 
demands nothing short of playing every shot 
with a purpose.
“You’ve got to be very aggressive in your 
mindset and then play the safe shot,” said Els.
Woods had already won four major 
championships by the age of 25 when he 
arrived at THE PLAYERS Championship in 
2001. The Masters was going to be in a few 
weeks and the media suggested Woods only 
was focused on winning a second Green Jacket. 
He insisted they were wrong, that winning at 
TPC Sawgrass was foremost on his mind.
To the skeptics, Woods had not won at TPC 
Sawgrass in four tries and they suggested he 
didn’t like the short doglegs and tight shots 
around trees. Woods reminded him that he 
had gotten better each spring – T-31 in his ’97 
debut, then T-35, T-10, and second.
“It’s a very interesting golf course, if you are 
not swinging it well,” said Woods.
Translation: If you are swinging it well, you 
can win.
In 2001, his fi fth try, Woods won THE 
PLAYERS. It was a big deal for him and it 
remains that way for everyone who considers 
himself an elite, world-class player - even if it 
does present a confounding challenge.

As that group of elite talents moved on to 
the next phase of their competitive lives, the 
door was opened for another generation of 
elite players. But guess what? They, too, are 
struggling to solve the quandary that is TPC 
Sawgrass.
We’re talking eight of the current top 10 
players in the world - Rory McIlroy, Scottie 
Scheffl  er, Jon Rahm, Patrick Cantlay, Xander 
Schauff ele, Collin Morikawa, Will Zalatoris, 
and Matt Fitzpatrick. Add their PLAYERS 
numbers up and you get 38 starts, just one win 
(McIlroy), a whopping 16 missed cuts, and 
just eight top 10s.
We exempt world No. 9 Justin Thomas 
because in just seven starts he’s got one win, 
another top 10, and hasn’t missed the cut. We 

“I haven’t treated 
this course very 

well, and it hasn’t 
treated me very 

well in the past, This 
course has had its 

way with me.”
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Ernie Els hits his tee shot into the famous par 3 17th hole at THE PLAYERS Championship in 2009





It wasn’t just the shirt that was 
reminiscent of the man who hosts 
The Genesis Invitational.

Jon Rahm’s performance was a fl ashback to 
what we saw from Tiger Woods on all of those 
victorious. Wearing a red shirt that was just 
a few shades lighter than the blood-red one 
that Woods made famous, Rahm used Woods’ 
winning formula to emerge victorious from a 
tight battle with local favorite Max Homa at 
The Genesis Invitational.
Dominant driving. Precise irons. Capitalizing 
on opponents’ mistakes and holing the putts 
that matter most. That is how Woods won 
many of his 82 PGA TOUR titles and it is 
what Rahm did Sunday, as well.
After he and Homa went back and forth trading 
birdies and bogeys for most of the fi nal round, 
Rahm clinched the title with two birdies on 
the fi nal fi ve holes. He holed a 45-footer on 
14 and knocked his tee shot on the par-3 16th 
stiff  to secure his third PGA TOUR victory in 
his past fi ve starts. He extended his lead in the 
FedExCup and regained the top spot in the 
world ranking, celebrating with his wife and 
children on the 18th green before receiving 

the trophy from Woods himself.
Rahm admitted that he was nervous before 
the fi nal round but playing with his children 
helped settle him down. The signifi cance 
of wining in front of Woods on one of the 

TOUR’s most historic venues was not lost 
on him. Nor was the opportunity for the fi rst 
three-win season of his TOUR career.
“Of course we feel nervous,” Rahm said. “I’m 
a human being after all.”

Scottie Scheffl  er defends title at 
WM Phoenix Open with two-shot 
victory to regain the No. 1 spot in 

the world.

Scheffl  er closed with a 6-under 65 to beat 
Nick Taylor by two strokes on the Stadium 
Course. The 26-year-old Texan took the No. 1 
ranking from Rory McIlroy with his fi fth PGA 
TOUR victory. Scheffl  er moved to fi fth in the 
FedExCup standings.

Last year, Scheffl  er beat Patrick Cantlay in a 
playoff  for his fi rst TOUR title. Scheffl  er added 
victories in the Arnold Palmer Invitational, 
the WGC-Dell Technologies Match Play and 
the Masters Tournament and was the PGA 
TOUR’s player of the year.

Scheffl  er made a 22-foot eagle putt on the par-
5 13th to break a tie with Taylor, then took a 
two-shot lead on the par-3 16th when he rolled 
in a 15-footer for par after hitting his tee shot 
far left on the stadium hole.

Scheffl  er birdied the par-4 17th with a 5-foot 
putt and closed with a par to fi nish at 19-under 
265. He earned $3.6 million from the $20 
million purse in the second of the PGA TOUR’s 
new designated events, created to bring the top 

players together more often.

Scheffl  er became the seventh player to 
successfully defend a title in the tournament, 
following Ben Hogan (1946-47), Jimmy 

Demaret (1949-50), Lloyd Mangrum (1952-
53), Arnold Palmer (three straight from 1961-
63), Johnny Miller (1974-75) and Hideki 
Matsuyama (2016-17).
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DAVIS LOVE III NAMED 2023 RYDER CUP VICE CAPTAIN FOR U.S. TEAM

JON RAHM USES TIGER WOODS’ WINNING FORMULA
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The PGA TOUR, LPGA Tour 
and Grant Thornton LLP today 
announced a new mixed-team 

Challenge Season event that will 
see LPGA Tour and PGA TOUR players 
compete together in a unique co-sanctioned 
tournament. 

The Grant Thornton Invitational is set to 
debut December 4-10, 2023, at Tiburón Golf 
Club and The Ritz-Carlton Naples, Tiburón. 
The precedent-building event will allow 
players from the PGA TOUR and LPGA Tour 
to compete for an equal prize and visibility -a 
format new to the current era of professional 
golf. The last time the two tours held an 
annual mixed-team competition was in 1999, 
when John Daly and Laura Davies won the 
fi nal edition of the JCPenney Classic. 

The Grant Thornton Invitational’s 32-player 
fi eld will be comprised of 16 PGA TOUR 
and 16 LPGA Tour professionals competing 
for a $4 million purse - with additional 
format details in development. The three-day 
tournament will be televised on NBC and 
Golf Channel. 

Rose took all the drama out of a 
long week with three quick birdies 
that sent him to a three-shot 

victory Monday in the wind-delayed 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, ending four 
years without winning and making him 
eligible for the Masters.
“An incredible week from start to fi nish with 
so much happening in my favor,” Rose said.
He fi nished at 18-under 269 and won for the 
11th time on the PGA TOUR, and his 23rd 
title worldwide over the last two decades.
The 42-year-old from England had not won 
since Torrey Pines in 2019, when he was No. 
1 in the world. He had fallen well out of the 
top 50. Rose has been eligible for every major 
dating to the 2010 Open Championship, and 
that streak was in jeopardy until winning.
Rose had a two-shot lead when play resumed 
on a crisp morning with bright sunshine and 
big surf along Pebble Beach. Todd made two 
birdies and was within one shot of the lead, 
but not for long.
Rose holed a 25-foot birdie putt on the 11th 
hole, a 20-footer for birdie on the 13th and 
then hit lob wedge to 8 feet on the par-5 14th 

that stretched his lead to three shots.
The weather played a big role all week, and 
no one benefi ted quite like Rose.
He played those fi nal 10 holes in 6 under for 

a 65 to take the lead, and then a pivotal eagle-
birdie stretch with the wind at his back at 
Pebble on Sunday afternoon in the fi nal round 
gave him a cushion.

JUSTIN ROSE WINS AT PEBBLE BEACH TO END FOUR-YEAR DROUGHT

PGA TOUR, LPGA TOUR AND GRANT THORNTON PARTNER FOR NEW MIXED-
TEAM EVENT

“We could not be more excited to add the 
Grant Thornton Invitational to our 2023 
schedule,” said LPGA Commissioner Mollie 
Marcoux Samaan. “By joining forces with 
the PGA TOUR to host a mixed event where 
the top male and female golfers in the world 
compete alongside each other, we’re going 
to deliver a memorable and entertaining 
experience for all golf fans, showcasing our 
players’ incredible skills in a new context to 
a new audience. 

This is an important step forward for golf, 
women’s golf and the LPGA. We’re incredibly 
grateful for the leadership of our partners 
at the PGA TOUR and Grant Thornton, and 

we look forward to producing a best-in-class 
event that inspires, elevates and advances 
opportunities for golfers around the globe.” 

Grant Thornton CEO Seth Siegel echoes this 
sentiment: “At Grant Thornton, we believe 
golf can bring people together – to be their very 
best, to eliminate barriers to achievement and 
to help build inclusive communities. That’s 
why we are working with the PGA TOUR 
and the LPGA Tour to create a tournament 
where the world’s best golfers, both men and 
women, can compete head-to-head on a level 
playing fi eld. We know that players and fans 
alike will enjoy this singular event and what it 
represents for sports and society.”
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Travel

by luminaries including Greg Norman, Colin 
Montgomerie, Robert Trent Jones Jr., and Jack 
Nicklaus.
“Many golfers won’t have been in Central 
Vietnam since 2019,” said Adam Calver, Director 
of Golf & Destination Marketing at Laguna Lang 
Co. “We already had fi ve great championship 
courses here at that time. Now, with the addition 
of two additional courses (laid out by Trent Jones 
Jr. and Nicklaus) we have seven.”
With high-quality golf combined with incredible 
beaches and luxury resorts like the award 
winning properties at Laguna Lang Co - Banyan 
Tree Lang Co and Angsana Lang Co - Central 
Vietnam is arguably Vietnam’s hub for golf 
tourism. It off ers a range of attractions, including 
the heritage sites in history-steeped Hoi An and 
the Golden Bridge at Sun World Ba Na Hills: a 
150-metre-long pedestrian bridge that is one of 

B
lue-chip tournaments and events allied 
to an expanded course portfolio and a 
renewed thirst for golf travel will see 

Central Vietnam cement its status as one of Asia’s 
must-visit golf destinations in 2023.
That’s the view from the Vietnam Golf Coast 
(VGC) - a freshly rebooted destination marketing 
organization that links the region’s best signature 
golf layouts.
“Asia’s top golf destination is not just recovering 
following the pandemic: it’s getting even better,” 
said Gary Dixon, general manager at Ba Na Hills 
Golf Club, one of the driving forces in the VGC.
Clubs in the region - regarded as a leading golf 
hub, not just in Vietnam, but in Asia overall - are 
reporting brisk business as golf travel returns 
with a vengeance.
This resurgence is also refl ected via several major 
golf events slated for 2023. These include the 
Asia Grand Final of the Faldo Series - the only 
global amateur series for boys and girls - which 
will play out over the Sir Nick Faldo Signature 
Design at Laguna Golf Lang Co in April.
Central Vietnam will also roll out the welcome 
mat for the global golf industry as Danang, 
its largest city, hosts the Asian Golf Industry 
Federation (AGIF) and Asian Development Tour 
(ADT) over the course of the year.
On course, the buzz about Central Vietnam’s 
layouts has grown almost as loud as the motorbike 
horns that soundtrack daily life in Danang.
Layouts such as Laguna Golf Lang Co, a Sir 
Nick Faldo Signature Design, and Ba Na Hills 
Golf Club, laid out by British former Ryder 
Cup star Luke Donald over rolling foothills, 
are ranked among Asia’s best courses. Other 
highlights, meanwhile, include courses designed 

VIETNAM GOLF COAST EYES A HUGE YEAR 
FOR CENTRAL VIETNAM AS GOLF TOURISM BOUNCES BACK

Asia’s most photographed landmarks.
Its myriad attributes are complemented by 
world-class infrastructure that includes Danang 
International Airport, which links Danang with 
direct fl ights to destinations including Korea, 
Hong Kong, Thailand, India and Singapore.
But for golfers, the evolving play options is the 
area’s most compelling drawcard.
Highlights include Laguna Golf Lang Co where a 
championship course threads between trees, over 
rice paddies and streams, through rock features 
and alongside the pounding surf. Designed by 
British former world number one Donald (it 
is his fi rst eff ort as an architect), Ba Na Hills 
is laid out over rolling foothills, and features 
natural elevation changes, ravines, streams, and 
spectacular mountain backdrops.
“Demand is surging once again,” added Dixon. 
“Before, I would have said that anyone serious 
about golf travel should be coming to Vietnam at 
least once in their life. With world-class courses 
opening all the time, I would revise that to say 
that you’d need to return every few years to do 
the place justice.”

Big events and expanded options for play will help elevate top Asian golf hub, says DMO

CENTRAL VIETNAM WILL ALSO ROLL OUT THE WELCOME MAT FOR THE GLOBAL GOLF 
INDUSTRY AS DANANG, ITS LARGEST CITY, HOSTS THE ASIAN GOLF INDUSTRY FEDERATION 
(AGIF) AND ASIAN DEVELOPMENT TOUR (ADT) OVER THE COURSE OF THE YEAR.

Central Vietnam is replete with attractions and sights such as the famous Golden Bridge 
in the Sun World Ba Na Hills Entertainment Complex

Sandwiched between ocean and mountains, the Sir 
Nick Faldo Signature Design at Laguna Golf Lang Co 
is one of Asia’s most beautiful courses

Nestled in the mountains near Danang, Ba Na Hills 
Golf Club offers challenging holes and spectacular 
scenery in equal measure

Golfers can kick back in comfort between play at 
luxurious accommodation options like the Banyan 
Tree Residences at Laguna Lang Co
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INSTRUCTION FROM THE GAME’S TOP PLAYERS AND COACHES

MY 5 KEY  SWING 

SECRETS

The moves I focus on to maximise my 
power and accuracy will help you, too

Any swing that delivers the club in a 
neutral position through the impact area 
is a good one in my book. Over the past 
few seasons, I’ve put in a lot of hours on 
the practice range to iron out the areas 
that, in the past, made me have to fi ght 
hard to get the club square and on the 
right plane coming into the ball. When 
I was a kid, I used to have a bit of a loopy 
draw that could easily get out of control 

TOMMY FLEETWOOD
RECAP

TOUR



 

if I wasn’t careful. While I still 
slightly favour that right-to-left 
shape, I’m a much straighter hitter 
now and am also comfortable 
working the ball the other way. 
People often ask me if I lose 
distance when I grip down on the 
club for a little more control. My 
answer is that there’s no real loss of 
yardage because the quality of 
strike is invariably better.

1. At address, think only of good 
posture and alignment
My back isn’t as straight as a 
textbook swinger like, say, Adam 
Scott but I’m certainly not slouched 
at address either. I like to be athletic 
and comfortable, without being 
too rigid. Not everyone is built the 
same so you have to fi nd the 
posture that works best for you.

I don’t really think about 
anything at set-up – except 
alignment, an area I need to 
monitor constantly. If your feet, 
hips and shoulders are square at 

address, your swing path is likely to 
be square, too.

2. Get neutral with your takeaway
I work hard on moving the club 
away on a good plane and path, 
neither inside or outside the ideal 
line. That means quieter hands and 
more of a one-piece move for the 
fi rst few feet. I turn my left shoulder 
under my chin to set the club in 
position, but also move my arms 
and hands away from my body to 
create width.

I like to see the shaft of the club 
parallel to the target line when 
horizontal to the ground, with the 
toe of the clubhead pointing straight 
up in the air.

3. Keep it compact at the top
If I’m totally honest, I never really 
think about where the club is at the 
top of the backswing. I used to get 
across the line when I was younger 
and just starting out on Tour, but it’s 
in a much better position now. That’s 
down to my more balanced takeaway 
path. When I’m hitting an iron, I 
like my swing to be compact and just 
short of parallel at the top. With a 
fairway wood like this, the backswing 
will be a little longer.

4. Starting your downswing, 
hit against the wall
To achieve more stability and, in 
turn, deliver more power through 
the hitting area, I try to keep my left 

‘At  impact,  I  want  the  club 
doing  as  little  as  possible 
and  the  hands  even  less ’ 

SWING SECRETS    H     PUTTING    H     TOUR INSIGHT    H     STRATEGY    H     THE ARCHIVE    H      SWING STUDY    H     WEDGES

Fleetwood 
favours a 
draw but is 
comfortable 
shaping the 
ball both 
ways.
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side fi rm with my left thigh staying 
solid. I like to feel like I’m hitting 
against a wall. This helps my bottom 
half stay square longer before 
turning towards the target. I splay 
my left foot slightly open to help my 
weight move onto my left side 
starting down.

People often advise a three-
quarter swing for control, but 
I’m not a big fan. I have to hit it hard 
and go all the way through.

5. Keep your right palm down 
At impact, I want the club doing as 
little as possible and the hands even 
less. If I have a thought, it’s keeping 
my right palm facing down through 
impact. That helps me squeeze the 
ball out properly. If the right hand 
gets underneath the handle, the ball 
is going right unless you compensate. 
A fairway wood needs a level impact 
that brushes the grass. But with 
irons you need to take a divot, a 
thing I always check.

L E A R N

At many traditional British parkland golf courses, you’ll face a lot 
of putts that are diffi cult to read. The breaks are often very subtle 
and seemingly imperceptible to the human eye. How many times 
have you looked at a putt from several angles and still struggled to 
fi gure out which way it was going to move? The problem with 
reading putts is that your eyes take in a lot of supplementary 

information that can affect your decision-making. A row of trees or a distant 
hedgerow, water features and even the shaping of the surrounds of the green can 
trick your eyes into seeing slopes that don’t exist. You’ve 
probably seen Tour pros crouching down to read 
putts with their hands cupped around their face and 
over the top of their visor (right). What they’re doing 
is ‘zoning’ in on the putt, blocking out everything 
beyond the hole from their fi eld of vision. That way, 
they have a much clearer view of the true slope and 
break. Try it for yourself and 
see how blocking out external distractions can 
help you better visualise the break, too.
– Stuart Dowsett, Head Pro at Sundridge Park 
GC in Kent and coach to several Tour players.

PUTTING

BLOCK OUT 
DISTRACTIONS

HOW TO GET A MORE ACCURATE VIEW ON 
THOSE TRICKY-TO-READ PUTTS

RECAP
TOUR
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In 2015, my team and I sat down and evaluated my whole 
game. The glaring opportunity for improvement was my 
wedges. My Strokes Gained stat was 0.09 – very average 
for the PGA Tour. I didn’t really practise my wedge play – and 
if I did, it was with little-to-no discipline. Yet my length off  
the tee meant I was often in the wedge zone. I grabbed the 

opportunity. Within a year, my Strokes Gained stat had 
reached 0.35 and I was the US Open Champion. Wedges 
are all about distance control. If you can pitch pin-high 
but are 10ft out for line, you’ll have a 10ft putt. With my 
coach, Claude Harmon, I created a system to improve my 
distance control. Let me explain.

HOW I DIAL IN MY WEDGES

DUSTIN JOHNSON

HOW I COVER MY 
PITCHING YARDAGES

Three backswings, three wedges equals
nine pitching distances

DJ’s wedge stats
Model: TaylorMade 

Milled Grind 48°, 54°, 
60°; Hi-Toe 64°, 

Sand Saves (2019): 
63.86% (3rd)

I like to keep things simple, so we decided on mastering the ‘nine 
stock distances’ system. Here, you create your nine distances by 

making three diff erent swing lengths with three diff erent wedges. 
I carry a 48º, 54º and 60º wedge (I also have a 64º, but I only use 
it for specialist shots). By honing three swing lengths with each 
club – half, three-quarter and full – I can create nine stock shot 
distances to call on when needed. Between them, they cover 

pretty much every shot between 60 and 150 yards. If I fi nd myself 
in a gap, I make the shorter swing and just add a little speed 

through the ball. From here, it is really just a question of practice 
and repetition to train the feels and controlled acceleration that 
create consistency of speed at each swing length. There are so 
many diff erent ways you can work on this. You can work on a 

certain swing length, on a certain distance, on a particular club or 
any combination of the three. The key is to stay disciplined, 

honing those swing lengths and all the time checking what you 
are doing against your nine yardage targets.

SWING SECRETS    H     PUTTING    H     TOUR INSIGHT    H     STRATEGY    H     THE ARCHIVE    H      SWING STUDY    H     WEDGES
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STRATEGY

The 36-year-old Spaniard reveals three of the key secrets to his enviable short game.

GW How did you develop such a sharp short game?
PL: Competitive practice growing up. I got good at chipping fast when I was a kid because 
there were many good players at my club and we spent a lot of time at the chipping area. I lost 
lots of money! Being competitive in practice will make you better under pressure.

GW How do you visualise the shot you need to hit?
PL: Creativity is key. You have to create shots and see the ball rolling or pitching and stopping 
the way you want. It’s all about seeing it. You can play the same shot with three or four 
diff erent clubs, so you have to feel what you’re most confi dent with.

GW How aggressive are you with your shot selection and expectations around the green?
PL: I think about the percentage for success with each of the clubs I could use and that tells 
me what to do – high or low, release or spinny, sand wedge or 9-iron. Go with the shot that 
gives the highest percentage. It can be better to leave a 12-foot putt than risk too much. 

GW Some of that must be gut instinct?
PL: Chipping is all about sensation and what you feel in that moment. Sometimes you arrive at 
a tough shot and you go for it because you instantly feel it and you’re confi dent. When you 
feel good, you have more percentage of doing it right. Trust your gut instinct.

PLAY WITHIN 
YOURSELF ON A 
TOUGH OPENER

Take a double out of play on a 
demanding 1st hole

POINT 1 The fi rst hole is always 
important, but especially so when 
it’s a tough one like Wentworth’s 
long par 4 here. You don’t want to 
run up a big score so early, so it’s a 
good idea to play within yourself. 
A four is always a good score but 
a fi ve isn’t a disaster, especially if 
you get a shot. Use a strategy to 
help you make a bogey at worst. 

POINT 2 Hit the tee shot that 
leaves you the easiest second 
shot. This isn’t always about 
hitting it as far as you can off  the 
tee. This hole is a good example. 
Hit it too far and you can end up 
on a downslope – not good when 
you’re hitting to a raised green. Hit 
the ball as far down the hole as 
you can while keeping it on a fl at 
part of the fairway. 

POINT 3 For most golfers, any 
hole over 400 yards means a long 
approach – at least a mid- to long 
iron. Aim for the centre of the 
green. If you miss, you’re usually 
better off  on the opposite side to 
the pin as it gives you more green 
to work with. 

– By Robert Karlsson, 
11-time European Tour winner

 PABLO LARRAZABAL

FIVE-MINUTE LESSON
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The biggest set-up change 
Willett has made is creating 

more spine angle and 
adding more knee fl ex with 

the goal of setting his weight 
more towards the mid-part 

of his feet instead of forward 
towards his toes.

ADDRESS

SWING STUDY: DANNY WILLETT
It is generally not considered a smart move to overhaul your golf 
swing after winning a major championship but in Danny Willett’s 
case, he had little choice. Writing on the European Tour’s website 
in 2017, Willett admitted he’d been suff ering with severe back 
issues. “I’d be taking painkillers in the morning after waking up in 
pain, getting an hour of physio before each round, playing the 

round with a swing that hurt, then needing an hour of physio after 
the round. I was just knackered.” In 2017, Willett took the decision 
to change coaches, switching from Pete Cowen, with whom he 
had worked for almost a decade, to Sean Foley. Two years on, 
Willett has validated his decision with victories at the 2018 DP 
World Championship and the BMW PGA Championship.

MAJOR POSTURAL CHANGES HAVE LEAD TO A MORE DYNAMIC GOLF SWING

In the past, Willett’s arms 
hung almost vertically from 
his shoulders. Now they’re a 
little more extended from 

the ball. As a result, he has a 
more stable base and is able 

to reduce the “up-and-
down” nature of his swing.

TAKEAWAY
Willett’s ‘old’ swing was 

very upright with limited hip 
turn. The action placed a lot 

of pressure on his back during 
the swing. His shoulder and 
arm plane are now a little 
fl atter – the result of the 

address tweaks. 

AT THE TOP
Willett has struggled with hip 
mobility issues since he was 

involved in a car accident 
many years ago. Having said 

that, he has been adding 
more pelvis and hip rotation 

into his downswing in order to 
shallow out his plane.

DELIVERY

SWING SECRETS    H     PUTTING    H     TOUR INSIGHT    H     STRATEGY    H     THE ARCHIVE    H      SWING STUDY    H     WEDGES
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“The one-stop-and-hop pitch is probably the most diffi  cult to execute but it’s one 
of my favourites, especially when I’m playing a links course. It will help you set up 
more birdie chances on par 5s and shorter par 4s. Whenever I’m faced with a half 
pitch to a tight pin and/or a super-fast green, this is my go-to shot because it’s the 
easiest to control the distance. The problem is that it goes against convention and 
how you might expect to play it. But if you can fi ght your natural instincts, you’ll 
breathe new life into your short game and approach those awkward, in-between 

shots with confi dence.”

STEP 1
“Using your highest loft wedge in the bag – mine is 60° – take a fairly narrow 

stance, play the ball in the centre, and stand square to the target with your weight 
forward and the clubface slightly open. This will automatically promote a 

descending angle of attack – the key to generating lots of backspin.” 

STEP 2
“Make a half swing by hingeing your wrists to the max and then unwind 
by feeling like you’re cutting low and across the ball – almost as though 
you’re mimicking a cut shot. To maximise spin, keep the clubhead low to 

the ground for as long as possible after impact.”

GET SPIETH-STYLE SPIN
HOW TO MASTER THAT DREAMY 

ONE-STOP-HOP-AND-GLIDE PITCH SHOT

Bow Your Wrist
For a lower 

trajectory and 
even more zip, 

finish with your 
left wrist pointing 

at the target.

Take A Divot
Speed is crucial. 
Be aggressive, 
accelerate into 
impact and really 
‘squeeze’ that 
ball into the turf.

MASTER YOUR WEDGES

Willett says the swing changes 
have paid large dividends with 
his driver. Previously, his attack 
angle was -2 degrees. Now it is 
+3, which shows he is hitting up 

on the ball through impact – 
a key for longer carries and 

more distance. 

IMPACT

STATS AT A GLANCE
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PUTTS PER GIR: 1.67 (1st)

PUTTS PER ROUND: 28 (4th)

STROKE AVERAGE: 70.2 (27)

DRIVING DIST: 302 yards (49)

GREENS IN REG %: 68.98 (62nd)

DRIVING ACC: 52.4% (170th)
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Feature

THE GOLFPLUS ANNUAL FEATURE
ON FOOTWEAR FASHIONS
O

n the course, at the gym or dining out 
with family and friends, our aim here 
at Golf Plus is to have you covered 
regarding footwear that is fashionable 
and most important, comfortable 

whatever your activity. And while some 
models cross over into multi-functional 
utility (The Kapalua from Olukai), others 
are superiorly focused for a singular purpose 
(Foot Joy’s Hyper Flex Carbon). 

Boots, sneakers, loafers, wool, leather, lace-up 

The king of shoemakers for the best players in the world, Foot Joy 
rolls out the HyperFlex Carbon this month. Precision-made, inside 
and out, starting on the exterior, you have an OptiFlex outsole 
for stability and performance. A Power Stabilizer gives lateral/
medial support and control throughout the golf swing. And with 
Hyper Fit’s StratoFoam cushioning delivers comfort and support 
tuned specifically for golf, you’ll reach for these out of your closet 
heading to your next tee time for quite a while.

Available in Cognac and Royal Blue, Duca Del Cosma’s 
Churchill model is hand-crafted using the finest Italian Nappa 
leather. For those rounds where your shoes stay on into the 
night, with its spikeless Airplay XI outsole technology in this dual 
performance golf shoe, you’ll stay comfortable on and off the 
course with a breathable Arneflex memory foam insert sole and 
waterproof features for rainy conditions.

1

2

By Randy O. Williams

they’re all popular and they’re all represented 
in their latest versions here. 

However, we feel it is important to enlist 
the advise of industry experts to help you 
determine not only what to look for when 
shopping for a pair of shoes, but why certain 
styles are timeless and something that should 
be part of any person’s wardrobe and that will 
be in vogue for a long time as trends come 
and go. 

Regarding golf-specifi c footwear, we enlisted 

a leading industry veteran to help make sense 
of a very crowded market and ensure that we 
get good value for our money.

Robert Winskowicz
Founder SQAIRZ
What should Golf Plus readers look for in 
determining the quality of a pair of golf 
shoes they are considering purchasing? 
First and foremost; structure.  A good rule of 
thumb is if you can hold a golf shoe by the 

These versatile spikeless shoes from Adidas, the Codechaos, 
deliver durability and comfort in all conditions of play. On soggy 
links, water-resistant materials keep your feet dry and comfortable. 
In unpredictable conditions, Codechaos golf shoes step up to rain 
and wet grass so you can play your best. Of course, being a premier 
footwear manufacturer, Adidas incorporates its responsive Boost 
and Bounce cushioning soften every step from the first tee to the 
18th green. A Torsion X stability bar delivers supportive stability 
underfoot, while the durable adiwear outsoles are made to last 
round after round. All in a bevy of colors to choose from.

3
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5

Sqairz, the fastest growing golf shoe company, has 
announced the release of their newest performance golf 
shoes: Speed Bold. Featuring the patented technology 
that delivers unparalleled balance and stability, this high-
performance model now comes in some vibrant colors 
on a white or black backdrop. 

These spikeless, stylish women’s golf shoes from Adidas, 
the Summervent, will keep you cool with a mesh 
upper for a ventilated feel. The Bounce midsole offers 
cushioning and flexibility to keep you comfortable when 
walking and the spikeless Adiwear outsole provides grip 
for the course and versatility for your postgame plans.

6

The Kapalua from Olukai is light and laid back as you 
would imagine a spikeless golf shoe to be incorporating 
the Hawaiian culture. This lightweight and breathable 
sneaker has all the comfort you need. It’s been crafted 
with water and stain resistant materials and a cushioned 
midsole for all day comfort.

6

7

Make Cuater’s Moneymaker your big-money shoe out on the 
course. This all-leather shoe from Travis Mathew is lightweight, 
and with its SweetSpot Cushioning System, it just may become 
may be your secret to making green on the greens.

8

The Charged Medal RST golf shoe from Under Armour features a lightweight, 
durable rubber outsole with a molded EVA midsole with a hybrid outsole that 
gives you extra traction and grip you need for extra stability during your swing.

9

The new Ignite Elevate from 
Puma designed to raise the level of 
function, comfort, and style for players 
looking for the ultimate in spikeless performance. 
Its distinctive use of foam not only provides 
exceptional cushioning throughout a round, both 
while swinging and walking, it also provides 
energy return for reduced foot fatigue.
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toe with one hand and the heel with the other 
and you can twist the shoe, toss it; it cannot 
facilitate the ground force reaction and creates 
too many ineffi  ciencies in the swing.  Look for 
a shoe that has a wide base under the ball of 
the foot.  This will provide signifi cantly more 
balance and energy exchange with the ground.  
More room in the toe box.  For example, 
SQAIRZ allows the toes to sit naturally in 
the shoe and unlike rounded toe shoes, they 
do not angle the toes to the center of the 
shoe.  A wide toe box will provide even more 
balance and comfort.  Balance and stability is 
the key to optimizing distance and accuracy.  
Lastly, spikes are a must.  If you are wearing 
golf shoes without removable cleats, you are 
giving up distance.  According to the Pinehurst 
Study, as much as 10 yards of distance.  

Thank you Bob for your time and 
perspectives, is there anything you’d like 
to add?
The most important piece of equipment isn’t 
in your bag.  There are only two connections in 
the game: your hands to the club and your feet 
to the ground.  Ground connection, balance 
and stability are the keys to hitting it long and 
straight.  The golfer creates the energy with 
the ground; that energy is transferred down 
the club and into the ball.  SQAIRZ, with 
our 7 patents, has engineered a golf shoe that 
allows the toes to sit naturally in the shoe, a 

wider base, and right amount of structure to 
provide improved balance and stability.

Regarding dress and casual footwear for off -
course use, we enlisted a leading industry 
veteran to help make sense of a very crowded 
market and ensure that we get good value for 
our money.

Sydney Hoegy
Anthony Veer Shoes 
Branding and Marketing Manager 
Generally-speaking, what should our 
readers look for in determining the 
quality of a pair of casual shoes they are 
considering purchasing?

When looking for quality shoes, you should 
always pay attention to two main attributes: 
the materials used to make them and the 
shoe’s construction.

For most consumers, it’s hard to tell if the 
shoe uses quality materials. Real leather can 
be scratched or burned, but who wants to ruin 
their shoes to ensure it’s not synthetic? Time 
will also tell if they used chemicals to dye the 
leathers and by that time, you can’t return the 
shoes. We suggest asking the shoemaker or 
company where they source their materials. 
The leather is quality, sustainable, and 
ethically produced if they use gold-rated 

tanneries by the Leather Working Group 
(LWG). All of Anthony Veer’s shoes use 
leather sourced from European tanneries that 
are gold-rated.

One of the universally-classic casual styles 
are Chukka Boots, but they vary so much in 
quality, how do we know they’re worth the 
price being asked?
For Chukka Boots, Goodyear welt or Blake 
stitch are the best methods for quality shoes. 
Goodyear welt shoes are great for durability 
and longevity, but the process is expensive 
because it’s labor-intensive. Goodyear welt 
shoes are bulky. On the other hand, if you’re 
looking for a sleek and narrow Chukka Boot, 
the Blake stitch can be a great alternative to 
the Goodyear welt. Unfortunately, unlike 
Goodyear welt shoes, this style can only be re-
soled a few times because the cobbler needs 
to puncture the leather each time it’s re-soled. 
Just beware when shopping around: there’s 
no scarcity of shoes constructed using cement 
construction which will not last as long since 
they’re simply glued together rather than 
stitched or welted.

Form and function, on and off  the golf 
course, we hope this guide and our expert’s 
perspectives will help inform your footwear 
purchase decisions.

Wishing you Happy Feet! 

10

ECCO Golf recently launched the new ECCO 
BIOM G5. It’s equipped with famous gore-
tex construction that offers 100 percent 
waterproofing while allowing the foot 
to breathe and has been engineered to 
incorporate ZARMA-TOUR spikes combined 
with hybrid grooves to offer all-weather 
traction. Comprised of leather and a sporty 
mesh, this model comes with a choice of 
laced or BOA Fit System on the side for a 
more contemporary look.

Dwayne ”The Rock”  Johnson 
helped engineer these Project 
Rock 5 Training Sneakers 
to give you power, energy, 
and support. It features a 
molded TPU heel to midfoot 
strap that stabilizes your heel 
during forefoot mobility, 
and a responsive cushioning 
system that reduces impact 
and propels you forward.

12
Introducing the all-new Nano X3 training 
shoe from Reebok. What ever your fitness 
routine, the Nano X3 has you covered. 
It includes a revolutionary  Lift and Run 
(L.A.R) Chassis System in the midsole 
built to provide versatile support across all 
training demands. A dome TPU piece in the 
heel hardens under heavy load for added 
stability when lifting and then softens when 
not under load. The dome is surrounded 
by Floatride Energy Foam for extra 
responsiveness and cushioning for running 
and jumping. A technical marvel translates 
to foot comfort during your workouts.

11



   G o l f P l u s     M A R C H   2 0 2 3    45

Feature

13

14

The Wilson Chukka Boot from Anthony Veer combines 
a classic look with very durable construction. Comfort 
and stability with leather lining, the cushioned OrthoLite 
footbed and Cork bed midsole offer all day comfort.  

15

You’ll say “Aloha!” as you slip into the comfort of these 
waterproof leather boots with a cozy quilted lining from 
Olukai. These Papaku ‘Ili will have you cruising through 
your day in next-level style and comfort. It’s a Hawaiian 
casual classic in every way.

16

Life off the course requires versatility, and comfort. ECCO’s Men’s ST.1 
Hybrid shoe is styled to work perfectly in business or casual settings. A three-
eyelet Derby that’s sleek and sophisticated, but has the feel and comfort of a 
sneaker, it’s the ideal choice for the office or weekend social events. 

17

From Travis Mathew 
here’s some footwear 
whose title reveals how 
it will be part of your life, 
The Daily Wool Shoe. 
Completely designed with 
your everyday style in mind, 
you have a SweetSpot 
Cushioning System that 
delivers lightweight, all 
day comfort with layers of 
cushioning and support and 
is available in multiple color 
options. You’ll likely end up 
grabbing all the colors in 
this line. 

18

From Canada’s Biion Footwear comes the new Trainer Collection led by the 
colorful and distinct Palm Beach model. In the tradition of the iconic tennis 
trainer silhouette, the new global award- winning Biion Trainer brings a sport-
casual look to the course without jeopardizing performance. Approved by 
orthopedic specialists, Biion’s design supports the inner footbed, allowing for the 
natural movement of your feet through every step (and swing). A dual density, 
energy-return midsole works with the golfer, allowing for the natural movement 
of your feet through every step, and every swing. It also look great off the 
course as well. 

15

Anthony Veer’s Sherman Penny Loafer is 
comfort in a classic design that promises to make 
a fine impression. Characterized by its ultra-
smooth full-grain leather upper and blake stitched 
construction for maximum durability, this is a 
“must-have” for any man’s wardrobe.



on the front nine. Amandeep had fallen back with 5-over 41 for the front 
nine. Sneha was fi ve behind and Amandeep was seven behind.
Even though Jasmine dropped just one shot, Sneha’s birdie blitz turned 
the tide and her own fortunes. 
Sneha Singh’s win also helped her sneak ahead of Seher Atwal to the top 
of the Hero Order of Merit, while Seher lies second as Jasmine Shekar 
moved up to third.
The fi rst three legs have produced diff erent winners with Seher Atwal taking 
the fi rst and Pranavi Urs winning the second. Sneha will now seek a back-
to-back win next week in the fourth leg at the Tollygunge Club.
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Sneha Singh staged a brilliant rally on the back nine of the third leg 
of the Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour at the Royal Calcutta Golf Club, 
to fi nally fi nd her way to the top of the podium for the fi rst time as 

a professional.
Sneha, trailing Jasmine Shekar by two shots at the start of the day, fell fi ve 
behind by the turn. After making the turn she was on fi re and found four 
birdies on the home stretch to set a clubhouse target of even par 216.
When Jasmine came to the 17th tee, she was 2-under for the day, but still 
one ahead of Sneha with two holes to go. She just needed two pars on the 
last two holes for a maiden win and deny Sneha yet again.
But the young Bengaluru golfer came under pressure and dropped a shot 
on 17th. She then parred the 18th for a card of 1-under 71. This meant 
both Sneha (69) and Jasmine (71) were tied at even par 216 and went 
into a play-off .
They went up and down the 18th three times before Sneha birdied the 18th 
on the third attempt after both had parred the hole in their fi rst two play-off  
holes. On the fi nal day, Sneha bogeyed the second and the third but birdied 
the fi fth. When she made the turn, the Hyderabad golfer trailed rookie pro, 
Jasmine Shekar, by a whopping fi ve shots with only the back nine left at the 
historic Royal Calcutta Golf Club.
Sneha then proceeded to turn the tables on her younger rival as she 
produced birdies on 10th, 11th, 13th and 15th without dropping any 
bogeys on the entire back nine.
Jasmine, a co-leader with favourite Amandeep Drall after the second round, 
seemed to be cruising to a win as she made two birdies against no bogeys 

SNEHA TRIUMPHS IN THIRD LEG TO END LONG WAIT FOR MAIDEN 
WIN AS A PRO ON HERO WPGT

Ladies on the Link

“It’s been great. I think 20-under-par on this golf 
course with the wind that we had on some of 
those days is a pretty good score,” said the four-
time LET winner.
“I knew I needed to make a few birdies. I 
knew where I stood after nine when I saw the 
leaderboard. I didn’t do much until 14. Yesterday I 
birdied three of the last four, so I tried to think that 
it was possible today too. I ended up making birdie 
on two of the last four, which was good.”

Lydia Ko fi red a fi nal round of 68 (-4) 
to triumph and record a one-shot victory 

at the 2023 Aramco Saudi Ladies International 
presented by Public Investment Fund.
The New Zealander headed into the fi nal day in 
second place, just one shot off  the lead, having 
shot rounds of 64, 69 and 66 on the fi rst three 
days.
It was a good start for the world number one with 
a birdie on the fi rst, before a dropped shot on the 
second but she soon picked up another birdie on 
the sixth.
Three more birdies on her back nine was enough 
for Ko to seal victory with a total of 21-under-par.
“I’m two for two on this golf course,” said Ko. 
“Clearly something is going for me! This is a 
golf course where, in the last few days and when 
I played in 2021, there were a few players that 
went from the back that would shoot low scores, 
so I just wanted to focus on my game.
“I don’t think I was setting myself up for a lot of 
birdie opportunities on the front nine, but I knew 
that every hole could be a birdie opportunity, so 
it was that mindset and I wanted to be aggressive.
“The 18th hole was a lot uglier than I would have 
liked to picture, but in the end it’s defi nitely nice 
to get the win this week.”
It was an excellent start to the 2023 season for 

LYDIA KO WINS 2023 ARAMCO SAUDI LADIES INTERNATIONAL
Ko, who will now head to Thailand to play on 
the LPGA Tour.
But it wasn’t until her birdie on 17 that the two-
time Major champion went into the outright 
lead, and she held on to win the Aramco Saudi 
Ladies International at Royal Greens for the 
second time.
“With this pin position I knew it would be tricky, 
but I just wanted to hit a couple of good shots. 
I had a really good second shot to set myself up 
for a wedge coming in. It was a little bit more 
stressful than I would’ve liked, but it doesn’t 
matter how you get it done.
“I’m playing with the world’s best. The fi eld this 
week was really good, so I knew it was going to 
be a challenge. The fi rst one of the year is really 
hard because you don’t have anything to base 
yourself off . You don’t know if you’re going to 
play well or badly.  The start defi nitely helped, I 
stayed really patient and I was not as nervous as 
I thought I would be.”
Aditi Ashok’s excellent 2023 continued as 
she also carded a round of 68 (-4) to fi nish in 
outright second place on 20-under-par.
The Indian star made a bogey on the fi fth hole, 
but soon rolled in three consecutive birdies on 
holes seven through nine before adding two 
more on 15 and 16.

Sneha Singh gets her winning cheque from Mr. Ranjit singh, Convenor Tournaments, RCGC



Jyotsana Singh, who had one of the day’s two 
under par cards at 69, and amateur Janneya 
Dasanniee (75) were ninth and tenth.
The second-place fi nish carried Seher to the top 
of the Hero Order of Merit after four events, 
while Sneha Singh was second. Amandeep Drall 
with her fi rst win of 2023 moved up to third. 
Jasmine Shekar and Khushi Khanijau are fourth 
and fi fth respectively on the Money List.

on 18. The nerves properly kicked in then.”
Spain’s Ana Pelaez Trivino and Sweden’s Moa 
Folke fi nished in a share of second place on 
10-under-par.
LET winner Pelaez Trivino had a solid fi nal day 
carding a 69 (-4) which included seven birdies 
and three bogeys.

up with a bogey on third. She birdied fourth 
and later the 15th but she also dropped shots on 
eighth and 17th and fi nished with 73.
Last week’s winner, Sneha Singh (73) was 
sole sixth, while amateur Smriti Bhargava 
(71), who fi nished as the best amateur, had 
four birdies, three bogeys and one double and 
ended in a tie for seventh with Jasmine Shekar 
(75). They totalled 223.
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Ladies on the Link

Amandeep Drall managed to ward off  
the threat from Seher Atwal to claim her 
fi rst win of 2023, as she shot even par 70 

to fi nish at even par total of 210 for three days 
in the fourth leg of the Hero Women’s Pro Golf 
Tour at the Tollygunge Club.
Amandeep Drall, who will be travelling to play 
on the Ladies European Tour next month, shot 
rounds of 69-71-70 and fi nished three shots 
clear of Seher Atwal. Khushi Khanijau (72) was 
third while Vani Kapoor (73) was fourth and 
Neha Tripathi (73) fi nished fi fth.
Amandeep, starting the fi nal round fi ve shots 
ahead of Seher, dropped shots on the fi rst and 
fi fth. Making things diffi  cult for her was the fact 
that Seher birdied sixth and eighth and suddenly 
the gap between them had come down from fi ve 
to just one. Seher was unable to maintain that 
momentum and dropped a shot on 12th, while 
Amandeep birdied the 13th to take her lead to 
three. Both birdied the Par-4 16th and parred the 
last two holes to fi nish three shots apart.
Seher’s 2-under 68 was the day’s best score 
but it still failed to get her a second title of 
the season.
Khushi had a rough day with three bogeys 
against just one birdie in her 2-over 72. Vani 
Kapoor opened with a double and followed that 

AMANDEEP HOLDS ON TO WIN FOURTH LEG OF HERO WPGT AND 
CLAIM FIRST WIN OF 2023

I stuck to my game plan and tried to play my 
best golf.
“On 15 was when I noticed, and I had a fi ve-foot 
putt for par and I had just seen that I was tied for 
the lead. Luckily, I holed that and then followed 
up with a birdie on 16 and then I didn’t know I 
had a two-shot lead until I was basically putting 

England’s Lily May Humphreys fi red 
a fantastic fi nal round of 67 (-6) to 
secure a two-shot victory at the Joburg 

Ladies Open.
The 20-year-old began the day six shots behind 
overnight leader Moa Folke and got off  to a 
good start with two birdies in her fi rst two holes 
before her only dropped shot of the day on the 
third.
Humphreys then got on a roll with birdies on 
fi ve, eight, 13 and 14 which put her into a share 
of the lead.
The 2021 LET Access Series Order of Merit 
winner then rolled in a birdie on 16 to reach 
a total of 12-under-par which proved to be 
enough to win her fi rst LET title.
“I’m pretty speechless,” said Humphreys. 
“I felt so nervous playing 18 and I just can’t 
believe I’ve done it. It’s an incredible feeling 
and I’m so overwhelmed right now.
“Today was simple golf, I stuck to the same 
game plan. I wasn’t as aggressive as other 
people on a few holes, it was what I felt 
comfortable with and what I felt was best for 
me and it obviously paid off  for me this week. 

HUMPHREYS WINS MAIDEN LET TITLE

Lily May Humphreys 
Image credit - Tristan Jones/LET
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you and will you still remain happy?
Decision making is a thought route from 
uncertainty to certainty.  is cycle of uncertainty-
to-certainty begins from unclear thoughts and 
dynamic uncertainty, to constant thinking, 
gathering information, enquiring others, 
narrowing choices, building confi dence before 
stroke. 

FEW ESSENTIALS ON 
DECISION MAKING
Uncertainty is the only constant 
in this process. Choosing 
during Uncertainty demands : 

DECISION MAKING
Climbing always needs Strength and decision 
taking is climbing on a growth pedestal. One 
can be right even if a decision has gone wrong 
provided it aids ownership, accountability, 
develops silence to introspect and strengthens 
self. Decisions are related to career, money, 
persons, personal, professional, societal, image 
building motives.  ey aff ect long-term, short-
term or immediate goals. 
To begin with not all decisions will be right, 
despite analysis or being clear, well-prepared, 
consistent and beginning with the end in mind. 
It starts by listing out constraints, knowing what 
are you ready to lose, what impact will it be on 

a. Self-control is strength from internal 
energy before taking a decision, meaning 
being alive to present. Right or Wrong are 
outcomes from the choices we select. A 
Right decision leaves one satisfi ed, while a 
Wrong decision leaves one listless, disturbed 
and mentally inactive, owing to lack of 
knowledge, inexperience, absence of faith 
or doing something unjustifi able. Getting a 
right decision is not a state of pride or ego it 
is a probability that fi tted the moment. Self-
controlled decisions lead to happiness.

b. Happiness is a state, a response congenial 
and concurrent to an eff ect. Happiness is 
psychological resilience, both strategic 

LIFE IS 
PRICELESS
EACH DAY COUNTS

Feature

By Shraddha Prasad

RIGHT OR WRONG?
BOTH DECISIONS ARE SITUATIONAL & EMOTIONAL, WE DECIDE, WHAT WE SEEK.

Life has two perspectives right or wrong, both exist at the level of mind. Every human acts 
and reacts according to one’s thinking and perspectives generating pleasures or pains. 
Nothing is right or wrong at the spiritual level eliminating the eff ects of pain or pleasure. 



positivity, enable one to move out of comfort 
zone and accept risk. 

g.  ey should satisfy ego and not prove 
others wrong or hurt them. 

h. Listening to inner voice is not fear or over-
confi dence, it is a coach towards reassurance. 

i. Satisfaction is mental wellness an 
empowerment tool to overcome challenges 
when one is clear, capable and aligned with 
the ultimate goal.

ROLE OF BRAIN IN 
DECISION MAKING

Brain is the processing unit of all decisions. It has 
an automatic switch observing all phenomena 
and storing desires. While concentrating brain 
glides from the present and drifts into another 
thought or argument, looks at other things 
or gets involved with unrelated things.  is 
phenomenon happens repeatedly, regularly 
and throughout the day. Very few realize this 
distraction and fewer know the real reason. 

During this drift brain actually unwinds, slips 
into the silent mode, remains alert, responds to 
signals as a refl ex, gets refreshed and returns 
charged. It is best not to decide during the lapse 
of concentration. Instead pause and reorganize 
for excellence to arrive with vigour and clarity. 
Brain also never tires nor stops signalling under 
physical, emotional or environmental fatigue. 
It regroups strategies to perform better and a 
satisfying decision. 

Living is similar like this quote: “One of the 
most fascinating things about golf is how it 
refl ects the cycle of life. No matter what you 
shoot - the next day you have to go back to the 
fi rst tee and begin all over again and make 
yourself into something.”- Peter Jacobsen

and tactical. Happiness is joy and faith, 
irrespective of laurels and achievements or 
with types of situations, it is a defi ning habit. 
When happiness becomes an attitude one is 
less aff ected with outcomes. 

Interestingly, happiness is self-driven and 
driver of mental wellness. It is stronger than 
natural spider silk. Happiness comes after 
playing a good shot that becomes a delight as 
a winner. It opens door to corrective measures 
leading to multiplier mindset. Being happy is 
contagious too.

c. Diffi  cult or Easy situations are always 
around and impact decision making. Fear 
makes situations diffi  cult especially when we 
decide on our fi rst thoughts or are reluctant to 
change the way we think, get overwhelmed 
with many options, time is a constraint, or 
repeatedly take decisions causing decision 
fatigue. It aff ects abilities and quality of 
decisions. By controlling fear one soothes 
mind and initiates happiness. Conversely, easy 
situations should not be delayed.  ey need to 
be precise otherwise can trigger discomfort.        

d. Procrastination is avoiding work for no 
good reason. We procrastinate for irrational 
reasons may be fi nd it easy, defi ant or stressful/
challenging. Procrastinators have low self-
esteem and high emotions leading to mental 
unwellness.  ey rely on others’ inputs, other’s 
energy, knowledge and their decision. Humans 
are hardwired to avoid uncertainty so, rewiring 
is required by acknowledging and addressing 
this behaviour and removing such disruptions. 
Honestly, humans are not conditioned to fail 
easily, yet... we fail ourselves.

e. Failing is important and necessary. One 
should continue to take decisions despite 
failing like one takes decisions after 10/10 
success. Failing helps in scrutiny. It reformats 

About the writer:  Shraddha Prasad  is a 
Management Graduate, Soft Skills, Leadership 
expert. She practices and enlightens intuitive 
thinking and, chisels power of mind to complete 
oneself. She implements learnings what her 
Intuitive Universal Mind scribbles. 

our decision approach to meet fresh challenges 
and bury fears. Fears are self-created that 
impede risk taking ability, which is exploration, 
betters thinking, connects with inner energy 
and builds self-confi dence. Failing is as good 
as success. 

f. Success Score of 7/10 is good. Being 
successful is not an ego issue, it is a decision 
gone right. Right decisions are like solving 
the jigsaw puzzles by being organized 
and remaining in context. Success is an 
Experience, Self-belief is Self-confi dence 
and Ego is Humility. When success, self-
belief and ego overstretch they lead towards 
constant recognition, seeing others as rivals, 
rejecting other’s ideas and not accepting 
failure. 

g. Ego is necessary and wick of life 
that should not aff ect decision making. 
Probing between action-or-inaction leads to 
acceptable decision-making, is an exercise 
of introspection and retrospection.  is can 
be disabled by intervening ego, making one 
aggressive or defensive. Such disorders can be 
remedied by understanding the role of ego.  

h. Decision Gone Wrong causes distress 
that manifests at mind and body levels. 
Release unhappiness, it is clutter that hurts 
oneself. Carrying and maintaining such 
inventories is inadvisable.  ey drain energy 
and muscle towards prudent decision making. 
Declutter before it causes behavioural harm. 
A decision gone wrong is like an act of 
foozling or a fl ub.

JUDICIOUS LEARNINGS
a. Decision taking is a challenge and most 
people accept challenges. 

b. Challenges arise when comprehension-
and-capabilities, or perception-and-reality do 
not fi t easily, causing stress and adversity. 

c. Adversity can aff ect mental wellness 
but… also brings appraisal, interpreting 
task, adopting situation, counselling 
emotional drains, and developing mindset 
with a high measure of resilience. 

d. Decisions once executed are irreversible, 
they are subject to corrections only. 

e. Foresights can however inject newness 
when planning fails.  ey bury old ideas and 
give birth to new ones.  ey analyse and 
examine merits and demerits of new ideas. 

 ey sharpen thinking, improve abilities 
towards better discernment and makes one 
wiser. 

f. Decision making should lead towards 
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MENTAL WELLNESS SERIES - 5

BRAIN IS THE 
PROCESSING UNIT 
OF ALL DECISIONS. 
IT HAS AN AUTOMATIC
SWITCH OBSERVING 
ALL PHENOMENA AND 
STORING DESIRES. 



Participants enjoyed their round which had 
amazing on course prizes and cuisines.

A massage station added to the delight of the 
golfers . The event concluded with a Gala 
musical evening. The beautiful sterling silver 
trophies, delightful gifts and packages to 
Thailand were the high points of the evening.
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GOLFING EXTRAVAGANZA!!!
A brainchild of Golf Buddies - Mr. D.P. 

Singh of Sara Group, Mr. Satnam 
& Gurnam Arora of Kohinoor, 

Mr. Pradeep Jain of Silverglades & Mr. P. 
Bhageria of Filatex. There could not have 
been better hosts than the golf buddies as each 
one of them is associated with the game of 
golf in more than a numerous ways.

The event was inaugurated by Shri Rao 
Inderjit Singh, Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) and Shri Tejinder Khanna, former 
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi.

The event saw participation from the who’s 
who of Delhi including members of the 
diplomatic community.

Club News
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RESULTS
Winner  Justice Anupinder Singh 
Runner Up  Anit Mehrotra
Winner (60 years & above) J. S. Sinha
Runner Up (60 years & above) SS Sodhi
Winner Ladies Neelam Rudy
Runner Up Ladies Amita Jalta
Closest to the pin  Samegh Batra &Ravi Khanna
Longest Drive-Men Akul Tushar Khanna
Longest Drive-Ladies Amita Jalta
Straightest Drive Pradeep Singh
Hole In One Vishesh Chandihok
Eagle Lt. Gen. Dhiraj Seth

Club News
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Club News

ROTARY GOLF TROPHY 
T

he 5th Fundraiser District 3011 Golf 
tournament hosted by Rotary Club 
of Delhi CAMA Place concluded 
successfully at Qutab Golf Course. 

The event saw more than 110 participants 
coming together to contribute towards the 
cause. Over time, Rotary’s reach & vision 
gradually extended to humanitarian service 
with an objective to serve society at large. 
Today in India, rotary has spread its wings 
with more than 12 lacs Rotarians in 35989 
clubs and 525 districts.

The event was supported by Priyagold, Fiem 
Industries, PIL, BLS, Jeep, Sotheby, BryAir, 
Bathline to name a few.

Winner Gross Kuldeep Berry

Runner-up Gross Shiv Bhatnagar

Winner  Nett Dalbir Gulati

Runner-up Nett  Sumit Verma

Winner Ladies- Gross Fakhriya Abdullah

Winner Senior Cat. (70yrs & above)  S Madhavan 

Closest to the Pin  Sajan Kumar Jain

Straightest Drive  Rahul Gupta

Hit the Rotary Wheel  Atul Raheja

Longest Drive Sandeep Dewan

Sotheby Crooked line Amrit Singh Chopra

RESULTS
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Club News

FIA -JCB ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

I
ndia’s leading manufacturer for 
earthmoving and construction 
equipment, JCB India Ltd, continued 

its support to the 14th edition of the FIA-
JCB golf tournament at Aravalli Golf Club, 
Faridabad.
The tournament over the years has become 
an annual event in the industrial town of 
Faridabad. It attracts golfers from across the 
Delhi NCR Region and has been a popular 
tournament for the past 14 years. This year 

there were close to 70 players in diff erent 
categories.
Speaking at the event, JCB India CEO 
and Managing Director, Shri Deepak 
Shetty said “We are delighted to be 
supporting this annual golf tournament for the 
14th consecutive year. The industrial town of 
Faridabad is one of the oldest manufacturing 
locations in the country and today plays a 
critical part in various supply chains across 
India and the World.” He further said, “JCB 
started its operations in the country from 
Faridabad in 1979 and has since grown over 
the last four decades. Our headquarters and 
the factory, which is the world’s largest for 

Backhoe Loaders is located here”
Shri Narendra Aggarwal, President of 
the Faridabad Industries Association 
said, “FIA is one of the oldest and the 
largest industry associations in the State. FIA 
has around 400 members in small, medium 
and large categories. As a responsible 
industry Association we play a pivotal role 
to be the interface between the Industry and 
Government
JCB has been a great source of motivation 
and support for us over the last many years. 
We look forward to a sustained and strong 
relationship with JCB in the coming years 
as well.

Gross Winner Shiv Khanna

Gross Runner Up Raman Singh

Nett Winner Bimal Sharma

Nett Runner up Sunil Ratra

Winner Guest Dr Hari Prasad Puddy

Winner Senior Ajay Choudhary

Winner Closest to the pin Bimal Sharma

Winner Longest Drive Sahil Ratra

Winner Nearest to the Centerline  Deepak Kodwani

Winner Crooked Line Rishi Agarwal

RESULT



CHENNAI, KOCHI & AHMEDABAD
WELCOMES “THE CORPORATE TOUR”

54   G o l f P l u s    M A R C H   2 0 2 3 

Winner Corporate Category  Nanda kumar N

Winner Business Category Mr. Murgesan 

Winner Professional Category Jacob Kurian

Winner Government Category Kanwaljit Singh Asla

Winner Gross Chummar Verghese A

Winner Nett  Dhananjaya Das K

First runner up Nett  Pramod Modgil M

Second runner up Nett   Veera Raghavan N

Ladies Gross winner Lakshmi S

Winner Senior Alok Bhargava

Vredstein Longest Drive  Anant S Madhav

GolfPlus Straightest Drive  Mani Ratnam

GolfPlus Closest to the pin  Siva Kumar

Vredestein Stylish Golfer Arun Kumar

Monster Putt Winners a) Nagi Reddy 

b) Sriram R c) Rampramukh Reddy P 
d) Prasanna Rajagopalan

RESULTS - CHENNAI

The Chennai edition was staged at the 
TNGF, Cosmo while the Kochi edition 
was at the CIAL golf club next to  Cochin 

International Airport wherein the planes 
welcome the tee off s. The Tour then moved 
to the Nicklaus designed challenging Kalhaar 
Blues & Greens, Ahmedabad.

Club News

The event saw more than 250 Golfers 
competing for various prizes.A round of 
golf replete with all elements of a fun fi lled 
outing including a clinic for Non golfers & 
the challenges of Vredestein tyres  ‘Monster 
putting’ competition, the events concluded 
over Cocktails & a sumptuous Lunch.

The participants also included the famous fi lm 
director Mani Ratnam, IPL Cricketer Murali 
Vijay, Arun Murugappan, MD of Murugappan 
Group.
Our lifestyle partner- Selected/ Homme 
made sure that the golfers went home with 
everlasting memories & delightful gifts. 

AFTER COMPLETING 9 CITIES THE C TOUR PRESENTED BY VREDESTEIN TYRES TAKES ITS TOUR TO 3 MORE CITIES 



Winner Corporate Category (Nett) Vivek VS
Winner Business Category (Nett) Anil K Menon
Winner Professional Category (Nett) Gopa Kumar
Winner Government Category (Nett) Anwar Khan
Winner Gross Cmde Ajith V Kumar 
Winner Net Major Pradeep Menon
1st Runner Up Binesh Sukumar 
2nd Runner Up Nett Sabu Thomas
Ladies Gross Winner MS Aquilyne Rathee 
Winner Senior Mohan Mathews
GolfPlus Closest to the Pin  Sabu Thomas
Golfplus Straightest Drive Santosh Kurup
Vredestein Longest Drive  Rajesh Areeckal 
Monster Putt Winner Vivek Rathee 

RESULTS - KOCHI
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Club News

Winner Corporate Category (Nett) Nilang Patel
Winner Business Category (Nett) Yash Shah 
Winner Professional Category (Nett) Rutvik Thakur
Winner Government Category (Nett) Prashant patel
Winner Nett Vishal Desai
First runner up Nett Paras Adukia
Second runner up Nett Girish Modha
Winner Gross Overall Rajeshkumar mali
Ladies Gross Winner Smita Atre
Winner Senior Gross Piyush Shah
Vredestein Longest Drive Hole No. 17 Chirag Thakkar
Golfplus Closest to the Pin  Sanjay Patel
Golfplus Straightest Drive Snehal Kulshreshtha
Vredestein Stylish Golfer Dr Kaushal Anand
Monster Putt Winners a) Rajpal Dalal
 b) Hemal Prajapati

RESULTS - AHMEDABAD
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Content Editor : Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI

TATA STEEL PROFESSIONAL GOLF TOUR OF INDIA 
SIGNS PARTNERSHIP WITH DP WORLD TOUR

T
he DP World Tour and the TATA 
Steel Professional Golf Tour of 
India (TATA Steel PGTI) signed 
their strategic partnership on the 
side-lines of the Hero Indian Open 

on 24th February, 2023  This development 
came as a follow-up to the partnership 
announcement made in December 2022.
The partnership was signed by Mr. Ben 
Cowen (Chief Tournament Business Offi  cer - 
DP World Tour) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy 
(CEO - PGTI) at the DLF Golf & Country 
Club.
The partnership includes a commitment to 
developing golf in India and a pathway for 
the country’s top players to reach the highest 
levels of the men’s professional game.
The strategic partnership will provide a range 
of benefi ts for PGTI members, with the 
DP World Tour working with the PGTI on 
other key business areas, including strategic 
development and commercial growth, as well 
as a joint commitment to increasing prize 
money for a host of PGTI tournaments. 
As part of the global pathway system, Manu 
Gandas, the leading player on the 2022 TATA 
Steel PGTI Rankings earned membership 
onto the DP World Tour for the 2023 season.  
The next highest ranked non-exempt player 
in the top ten on the rankings will earn a 
spot in the Final Stage of the DP World Tour 
Qualifying School, while a further three 
players will earn spots into the Second Stage.
PGTI players will also have access to 60 
spots in each of the two Challenge Tour 
events which will be played in India in 
March this year - the Duncan Taylor Black 
Bull Challenge (March 23-26) and The 
Challenge Presented by KGA (March 28-
31). Both tournaments will take place at 
Karnataka Golf Association in Bangalore 
and were announced as part of the Challenge 
Tour’s 2023 Road to Mallorca.

The partnership 
includes a 
commitment to 
developing golf in 
India and a pathway 
for the country’s 
top players to 
reach the highest 
levels of the men’s 
professional game.

The partnership was signed by Mr. Ben Cowen, Chief Tournament Business Officer, 
DP World Tour (left) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (right)
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India’s rising star Manu Gandas is keen 
to make an impact in his rookie season 
on the DP World Tour. Following the 
partnership announced between PGTI 
and the DP World Tour last year, 

Gandas earned full playing rights on the DP 
World Tour this season as a result of fi nishing 
number one in the 2022 TATA Steel PGTI 
Rankings.  
Manu Gandas was on fi re last year having won 
a record six titles during the 2022 PGTI season. 
He also amassed a record season’s earnings of 
Rs. 88,50,688. The 26-year-old Gandas is now 
upbeat about getting an opportunity to play on 
the highly-competitive DP World Tour. 
Manu said, “It was a defi nite surprise. Last 
year I got to know during the Kolkata week 
that it was a possibility for me to earn playing 
rights on the DP World Tour so I am very 
grateful to the PGTI and DP World Tour for 
the opportunity.”
Speaking about his DP World Tour experience 
so far, Gandas added, “My game’s been good 
but the fi eld in Europe is much deeper and the 
conditions are quite diff erent from India so it’s 
going to be a challenge. I will be playing a lot 
of new courses and a key factor I feel will be 
learning to adapt to them as and when I get 
the chance and I plan to keep going with that 
approach.”
Manu shed light on making the transition 
from the PGTI to the DP World Tour, saying, 
“There are some areas I have been working 
on for some time now with my coach, Anitya 
Chand. I have been concentrating on my 
mid irons and long irons as I will be playing 
longer courses more regularly. I also need to 
concentrate on being more precise with my 
short-game. It’ll also be about playing to my 
potential and maintaining my consistency 
week in and week out.”
Gandas, who joins childhood friend 
Shubhankar Sharma as the second Indian on 
the DP World Tour, refl ected on his superb 
performance on the PGTI last season, saying, 
“Last year was a culmination of a lot of 
things that I worked upon and improved on. 
I’ll continue the process of identifying my 
shortcomings and improving on them.”

MANU GANDAS KEEN TO MAKE IMPACT ON DP WORLD TOUR

“My game’s been good 
but the fi eld in Europe 
is much deeper and the 
conditions are quite 
different from India 
so it’s going to be a 
challenge.”
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not to make any mistakes and grab any birdie 
opportunity that comes my way. I was very 
focused and had a gameplan and fortunately 
everything fell in place for me.
“This win will surely do wonders for my 
confi dence. Since my decent form began last 
year, I haven’t changed much in my game but 
have just changed my mindset. I’m a lot more 
positive in my approach now.”

week’s Qualifying School, shot a fourth round 
of two-under 68 to also take tied second place 
along with Gangwar.
Sachin Baisoya, the leader since the fi rst round 
who was two shots ahead going into round 
four, had a steady front-nine with a birdie and 
a bogey each. Baisoya, a bronze medalist in 
the team event for Delhi at last year’s National 
Games, then played some brilliant wedge shots 
to pick up tap-in birdies on the 13th and 15th 
to seize the advantage. Baisoya made a couple 
of crucial pars on the 16th and 17th that all but 
sealed the title for him.
Baisoya, who earned the winning cheque of Rs. 
15 lakh to go on top of the TATA Steel PGTI 
Rankings, said, “I was numb after the fi nal 
putt as I had been waiting for my fi rst victory 
for a very long time. Today, I just told myself 

Delhi’s Sachin Baisoya posted a wire-
to-wire win to take home his maiden 
trophy at the Rs. 1 crore TATA Steel 

PGTI Players Championship 2023 presented 
by Tollygunge Club, the opening event of the 
season.
Sachin’s (64-66-65-69) long-awaited victory 
came as a result of a steady fi nal round of one-
under 69 that took his total to 16-under 264 and 
helped him prevail with a two-shot margin.
Harsh Gangwar (66-64-67-69), another Delhi-
based golfer, who had turned professional last 
season, fi nished a career-best tied second as his 
last round of 69 saw him end the week at a total 
of 14-under 266.
Rookie Varun Chopra (65-68-65-68) of the 
United States, making his pro debut on the 
PGTI this week after coming through last 

STEADY SACHIN BAISOYA POSTS WIRE-TO-
WIRE WIN TO TAKE HOME MAIDEN TROPHY

Sachin Baisoya receives the winner’s cheque and trophy from Mr. Ajay K Mishra, Chief, Sales Planning & Admin 
- Flat Products, TATA Steel (3rd from left), Capt. Sanjiv Dhir, President, Tollygunge Club Ltd. (3rd from right), 
Mr. Deep Banerjee, Golf Captain, Tollygunge Club Ltd. (extreme right) and Brig. (Retd.) V Ganapathy, CEO, 
Tollygunge Club Ltd (2nd from right). The other gentlemen seen in the picture are Mr. Anil Mukherji, Former 
CEO, Tollygunge Club Ltd. (extreme left) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (2nd from left).

Sachin Baisoya - Winner

Harsh Gangwar - Joint Runner-Up

CAREER-BEST TIED SECOND FOR HARSH GANGWAR, ROOKIE AND PGTI 
DEBUTANTE VARUN CHOPRA TOO CLAIMS TIED SECOND

Varun Chopra - Joint Runner-Up
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INDIAN TENNIS LEGEND LEANDER PAES PLAYS PRO-AM EVENT 
OF PGTI PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP 2023 PRESENTED BY TOLLYGUNGE CLUB

PGTI, Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy and Tollygunge 
Club. It’s always great coming back to my home 
course Tollygunge and having fun with my 
friends. From winning 18 Grand Slams its now 
about playing 18 holes of golf. It’s a lot of fun.
I started playing golf at the age of about six with 
my father. A round of golf gave me four hours 
of undivided attention with him and I could talk 
to him about life and about sport. It was a great 

Indian tennis legend Leander Paes played 
the Pro-Am event of the PGTI Players 
Championship 2023 presented by 
Tollygunge Club. He was also part of the 
prize presentation party.

We caught up with Leander on the course and 
here is what he had to say:
I’m really happy playing this Pro-Am event at the 
PGTI Players Championship. A big thank you to 

way for dad and myself to bond.
For me playing golf is a great transition from 
playing professional tennis. Here I get to 
compete against the course rather than compete 
against an athlete. I fi nd solace on the golf course 
where I get into my own thoughts whether it’s 
my business, personal things or obstacles that are 
confusing me at that point in my life. It’s the best 
way to have a lot of fun with my friends.
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SHUBHANKAR SHARMA AND VEER AHLAWAT FINISH 
AS BEST INDIANS IN TIED 13TH AS GERMANY’S MARCEL SIEM CLINCHES HERO INDIAN OPEN 2023 TITLE

you to make too many mistakes and that’s the 
reason I fell back in rounds two and three.”
Veer Ahlawat (73-70-68-73), a two-time 
winner on the PGTI, slipped nine places from 
his overnight tied fourth after shooting a 73 
that featured a double-bogey on his opening 
hole and a birdie on the eighth.
Veer said, “This fi nish is a big confi dence-
booster for me as I had missed the last few cuts 
in Asia and was looking for a good result at my 
home course this week. The ball-striking was 
excellent this week and I feel I now have the 
momentum going forward into the season.”
Angad Cheema (68-71-73-74), who was 
overnight tied seventh, was looking good 
for a top-10 fi nish after trading three birdies 
for a bogey on the fi rst 11 holes. However, a 
quadruple-bogey 9 on the 18th where Angad 
found the water hazard saw him close the week 
with a score of 74 and thus drop down to tied 
20th place at two-under 286.
Honey Baisoya (66-74-73-73), who was 
overnight tied 10th, also fi nished tied 20th after a 
round of 73 in the fi nal round that included three 
birdies, two bogeys and a double-bogey.

S
hubhankar Sharma and Veer Ahlawat 
secured tied 13th place at totals of four-
under 284 to fi nish as the best Indians at 
the US$2 million Hero Indian Open 2023 
played at the DLF Golf and Country Club.

Germany’s Marcel Siem (69-70-67-68) won 
the tournament with a total of 14-under 274. 
Siem’s compatriot Yannik Paul (65-69-71-70), 
the leader for the fi rst three days, fi nished one 
shot behind at 13-under 275 to take the runner-
up spot.
Shubhankar Sharma (68-74-74-68), a two-
time winner on the DP World Tour, produced 
a last round of four-under 68 to climb 15 spots 
from his overnight tied 28th. The 26-year-old 
Sharma made three birdies and two bogeys on 
his quiet front-nine before making huge gains 
on the back-nine where he sank three more 
birdies and did not drop a shot.
Shubhankar said, “I had two very good days 
and two below average days but I’m happy to 
end it with a four-under in the last round. The 
game is good but I just need to put together 
four good rounds. This week I didn’t feel like I 
played too badly, but this course doesn’t allow 

Champion Marcel Siem poses with the trophy

Marcel Siem in action during Round 4

Shubhankar Sharma finished as the joint best Indian in tied 13th
Veer Ahlawat  finished as the 
joint best Indian in tied 13th
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poisoning, fi nally crossed the line courtesy his 
determined approach.
Aman said, “I was expecting three to four birdies 
today but when that didn’t happen my experience 
told me to just keep the lead till the end and not 
make any errors. I kept believing in myself. It 
was a relief to get the job done fi nally.”
The 21-year-old Aryan Roopa Anand, who 
was overnight third and fi ve shots off  the lead, 
produced six birdies and three bogeys on the fi nal 
day to follow up his 10th place fi nish in Kolkata 
with another top-notch result in Ahmedabad.
Delhi’s Sachin Baisoya, who fi nished tied 17th at 
two-over 290, continues to lead the TATA Steel 
PGTI Rankings.

(71-69-69-69), the 2023 PGTI Q School 
winner who playing only his second event as 
a professional, fi nished a creditable second at 
10-under 278 following a last round of 69 to 
continue his fi ne form and move up from 23rd 
to sixth spot in the PGTI’s merit list.
Aman Raj, the overnight joint leader along with 
Anshul Patel, had a poor start with bogeys on 
the fi rst two holes. Aman, who won his only 
previous title in 2018, then didn’t hit it close 
enough to the pins but kept believing in himself 
and did not drop a shot as he also made some 
god par saves with a number of two-putts. His 
only birdie came on the 12th.
Aman, who was recovering from a bout of food 

P
atna’s Aman Raj closed out the week 
with a stoic fi nal round eff ort of one-
over 73 to bag the Gujarat Open 
Golf Championship 2023 title at a 
tournament total of 11-under 277 

at the Kalhaar Blues & Greens Golf Club in 
Ahmedabad.
The 27-year-old Aman (66-68-70-73), who was 
at the top of the leaderboard from the fi rst round 
till the end, thus emerged wire-to-wire winner at 
the Rs. 1 crore event. The win, Aman’s second, 
pushed him up from 11th to second position in 
the TATA Steel PGTI Rankings after he took 
home the winning prize purse of Rs. 15,00,000.
Bengaluru-based rookie Aryan Roopa Anand 

AMAN RAJ CLOSES IT OUT WITH A STOIC FINAL ROUND 73
AT GUJARAT OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 2023

ROOKIE ARYAN ROOPA ANAND TAKES THE RUNNER-UP SPOT

Aman Raj (centre) receives the winning cheque and trophy from Mr. Devang Shah, 
MD, Navratna Group (left) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (right)

Aman Raj - Winner

Aryan Roopa Anand - Runner-up
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TATA STEEL PGTI ORDER OF MERIT as of GUJARAT OPEN GOLF 
CHAMPIONSHIP 2023 (EVENT - 03)

TATA STEEL PGTI ORDER OF MERIT

1  SAC H I N  B A I S OYA  D E L H I  3  1  3  1  2 1 8 0 2 0 0

2  A M A N  R A J  PAT N A  2  1  2  2  1 9 4 9 8 5 0

3  K A RT I K  S H A R M A  G U R U G R A M  3  0  3  2  13 3 1 15 0

4  A N G A D  C H E E M A  M O H A L I  3  0  3  0  12 9 2 6 3 4

5  V E E R  A H L AWAT  G U R U G R A M  1  0  1  0  12 2 3 4 2 0

6  A RYA N  R O O PA  A N A N D  M YS O R E  2  0  2  2  12 0 0 0 0 0

7  VA R U N  C H O P R A  C H A M PA I G N  2  0  2  2  1 0 74 9 0 0

8  Y U V R A J  S I N G H  SA N D H U  C H A N D I G A R H  3  0  3  0  9 8 4 0 5 0

9  H O N E Y  B A I S OYA  D E L H I  1  0  1  0  9 6 5 5 67

1 0  H A RS H  G A N GWA R  D E L H I  2  0  1  1  7 9 9 9 0 0

1 1  YAS H AS  C H A N D R A  M  S  M YS O R E  3  0  3  1  6 8 6 9 0 0

12  M A N U  G A N DAS  G U R U G R A M  1  0  1  0  6 3 9 1 0 0

13  A N S H U L  PAT E L  A H M E DA B A D  2  0  2  1  6 3 4 0 0 0

1 4  A B H I N AV  LO H A N  FA R I DA B A D  3  0  1  1  5 4 9 8 0 0

15  C H I K K A R A N G A P PA  S  B E N G A LU R U  1  0  1  0  5 3 9 5 0 0

1 6  O M  P R A K AS H  C H O U H A N  M H OW  3  0  2  2  4 6 8 75 0

17  G AG A N J E E T  B H U L L A R  K A P U RT H A L A  1  0  1  0  4 3 1 6 0 0

1 8  M  D H A R M A  B E N G A LU R U  3  0  3  0  4 17 7 67

1 9  K A P I L  K U M A R  D E L H I  2  0  2  1  4 0 8 2 0 0

2 0  K A R A N  P R ATA P  S I N G H  FA R I DA B A D  2  0  2  1  3 7 0 7 0 0

2 1  G A U R AV  P R ATA P  S I N G H  N O I DA  2  0  1  1  3 5 0 0 0 0

2 1  N  T H A N G A R A J A  C O LO M B O  3  0  1  1  3 5 0 0 0 0

2 3  S H I V  K A P U R  D E L H I  1  0  1  0  3 4 8 6 0 0

2 3  S S P  C H AW R AS I A  KO L K ATA  1  0  1  0  3 4 8 6 0 0

2 5  K H A L I N  H  J O S H I  B E N G A LU R U  3  0  2  0  3 2 9 4 5 0
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