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do its job and wouldn’t mind paying extra for it.
In the US the trend is leaning more towards 
Direct-to-consumer golf products specially the 
golf balls. Tour-quality balls can be had for a 
lot less than name-brands. Amid an already 
strong trend of consumers buying online rather 
than in person, Direct-to-consumer golf balls 
are aff ecting sales of the retail stores. The 
coronavirus pandemic has accelerated that shift. 
Snell, Vice, OnCore and Quantix are not the 
household golf ball brands one would come to 
recognize, but they’re excellent products that 
come at a reduced cost.
In India we are yet to see these products due to 
the limited number of Golfers, but the brands 
operating in India make sure they are well 
stocked with various varieties.
It is possible to match the balls with your swing 
speeds. Playing multiple rounds with diff erent 
balls from diff erent manufacturers is a sure 
method to select a ball to match your swing. 
Don’t chance it, Golf balls are an important part 
of your game.
Happy reading!

O
ne common element of the game, a 
part of every shot is the Golf ball. 
Thanks to the advancement of 
technology over the years the Golf 
ball has undergone a remarkable 

change. So much so that a ‘Choke Down’ is 
envisaged on the ability of a Golf Ball to do 
its job!
Golf balls are precision products without 
movable parts so the onus comes on the player 
to judge its physical condition. A Non Tour 
player can use a single ball for 6 to 7 rounds 
comfortably, in all probabilities the ball will 
‘vanish’ from the scene much before that. 
Do change your balls if the surface is feeling 
rough or there are cut marks.
As against earlier times we have access to a 
variety of brands and a varieties in a brand!
all things being equal, a well-known ball 
will fi nd trust across players, fi lling him with 
confi dence. For example if you have a Titleist 
Pro V on the Tee, one would know that it will 
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Feature

were smoking in the Himalayas and other 
places would invite me to join them because 
they think I must be a smoker. I have never 
touched the substance. And if you can be with 
me in a certain way, I can have you stoned 
out because the substance is not outside, the 

substance is within. The question is, are you 
on self-start or push start? 
Whatever chemicals we put into our system 
can only stimulate some sense of experience 
within us. If you know how to stimulate that 
from within, you can sit here in great pleasure; 

DID SHIVA SMOKE WEED? 
CAN MARIJUANA LEAD TO ENLIGHTENMENT?
Question: Is marijuana a way to 
enlightenment? After all, even Shiva was 
supposed to smoke.  
Sadhguru: If you look into my eyes 
closely, you will see I am always stoned. It 
has happened many times that people who 

SADHGURU ISHA FOUNDATION

Today, 
marijuana has 
become legal 
in many states 

in America 
with many big 
corporations 

bringing a 
variety of 
marijuana 

products to 
the market. 
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if one smokes for more than sixty to ninety 
days continuously, there is an eight-point 
drop in one’s IQ. And, this drop in mental 
functioning will never be fully restored.
You do not have to go by any research. If you 
simply observe those who generally smoke, 
when you see them stoned they look peaceful. 
But if you do not give them their substance 
for two days, you will see how cranky they 
can become. You can be peaceful when you 
are hazy, but that peace is of no value. If you 
use any kind of external substance, something 
about you will shrink. But if you get 
intoxicated from within, something about you 
will enhance itself. That’s the big diff erence.
Today, marijuana has become legal in many 
states in America with many big corporations 
bringing a variety of marijuana products to 
the market. Marijuana was a $10.4 billion 
industry in the US in 2018.
Millions of years of evolution have brought 
the human being to this current level of 
cerebral functioning. But you do not know 
how to handle this capability and want to 
smoke yourself hazy. It is a backward step for 
sure. There is nothing spiritual about it.
Another drug that used to be touted as 
spiritual is ayahuasca from South America. 
What happens is, you take it and puke out 
everything! If you think this is spiritual – all 
the best! When we were growing up, there was 
a brand of laxative, a loose motion oil called 
Kunti Kumari Bedhi Ennai. This is castor 
oil mixed with what is called as japalam. If 
someone was acting funny and freaking all 
the time, they would say, “You must give him 
Kunti Kumari Bedhi Ennai” because shit has 
gotten into his head. It needs to be purged 
through and through, which is really the fact 
of the matter. Some nonsense has gotten into 
your head, you are trying to smoke it down – 
no, you need Kunti Kumari Bedhi Ennai!

to a village. Outside the village, he saw a 
few people drinking, most likely the country 
homebrew liquor, which is arrack or toddy. 
In those days in India and even up to about 
twenty-fi ve, thirty years ago, drink shops were 
only ever outside the village. They were never 
brought into the village. Nowadays, alcohol 
is sold in the village, next to your house and 
in front of your child’s school. Those days, it 
was always outside the town.
Adi Shankara looked at these few people 
in their inebriated condition. You know, 
drunkards always think they are having the 
best time of their life and everyone else is 
missing it. So they made some comments at 
him. Without a word, Adi Shankara walked 
into the shop, took a pitcher, drank it and 
walked on.
Behind him, his disciples were trotting and 
among themselves they started discussing, 
“When our guru can drink, why can’t we?” Adi 
Shankara was aware of what was happening. 
When he came to the next village, there was 
a blacksmith working there. Adi Shankara 
went inside, picked up the pot of molten iron, 
drank it and walked on. Now you are not going 
to imitate him! So even if you think Shiva 
smoked, don’t try and imitate him.
For me, the biggest thing is this crystal clear 
way of living. Getting hazy on marijuana is 
not life. When you are sick and dying, life 
can be hazy. When you are alive, clarity is 
the most important thing. And clarity can be 
intoxicating. You would have seen all these 
people who jump off  mountains, jump out of 
airplanes and do incredibly risky things. They 
are doing all this because in being super-
alert, there is another kind of intoxication and 
aliveness.
They are pumping up their adrenalin by doing 
so many physical things with the outside. But 
if you sit here fully alive, alert and intoxicated 
without external stimuli, then I would say 
an element of Shiva has come to you. If you 
can simply sit here so super-alert that  you 
are stoned, that is the way to get stoned, not 
by smoking weeds. Leave the weeds for the 
cows. Human beings can do better things.
With any kind of intoxicant – alcohol, drugs 
and whatever else – in some way, you are 
lowering your human capability. If they also 
enhanced your ability as a human being, I 
would advise everyone be drunk all the time. 
But the problem is it lowers you as a human 
being. Research is available which shows that 

nothing needs to be taken from outside.
Of the many names with which Shiva is 
referred to, Soma is one of the important 
names. Soma literally means intoxication. 
Shiva was not such a cripple that he needed 
chemicals from outside. He was stoned, no 
question about that. But he is not using a 
substance, he is the substance. 
If you are not inebriated, you will never be 
mad enough to jump into the ultimate void 
which is the only liberation. Only in a state 
of inebriation, the body and mind are no 
longer a limitation. So Soma or Somasundara 
is one of the prominent names of Shiva – 
always inebriated, but fully alert. He was not 
stoned on something as petty as a weed. His 
energies were at the peak. That means he is 
as much as life can ever be – life enhanced 
to the maximum extent. He is at the peak of 
intoxication and intensity and capability.
This happened once, Adi Shankara was 
walking. He must have been a brisk walker 
because by the age of thirty-two, he left his 
body. But from the age of twelve to thirty-
two, in those twenty years, he crisscrossed 
India a few times, north to south, east to west, 
from Kerala right up to Badrinath and back, 
travelling everywhere in all directions. The 
man must have been a really brisk walker to 
do so much walking in a short span of life, 
and in between he produced thousands of 
pages of literature.
So, once while walking briskly with a bunch 
of his disciples trotting behind him, he came 

Whatever 
chemicals we 
put into our 
system can 

only stimulate 
some sense 

of experience 
within us.

RANKED AMONGST THE FIFTY MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN INDIA, SADHGURU 
IS A YOGI, MYSTIC, VISIONARY AND A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING 
AUTHOR SADHGURU HAS BEEN CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN 2017, THE HIGHEST ANNUAL CIVILIAN AWARD, 
ACCORDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE.
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NEW PARTNERSHIP!

T
he Indian Golf Union announces 
a partnership with Bharat Golf 
Pvt Ltd. The partnership aims to 
promote the IGU national tours for 

all categories. It is also directed towards 
the development of the game of golf 
by promoting grassroot development, 
training & excellence programs for elite 
players, creating champions and bringing 
new golfers amongst other development 
activities.

NEW GOLFERS ON THE BLOCK

A coaching camp was organised for the 
development of golf in Jorhat, Assam 
and Shillong, Meghalaya. It saw 
participation from kids, ladies and 

gentlemen apart from ONGC executives 
and students of IIM Shillong.

GROWING GOLF

M
ore than 60 youngsters from 
Indraprastha Global School, 
NOIDA got a taste of golf 
through free sessions. 

Indian Golf Union & UP Golf Society 
growing golf & embedding coaching 
into curriculum to teach basics at 
range being set up in school.
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TODD ANDERSON INSTRUCTIONAL

BREAKING DOWN 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER’S FOOTWORK
Introduction
When you talk about Scottie Scheffl  er, who 
is the reigning PLAYERS Championship 
winner, one of the things everyone speaks 
about is how he uses his feet in a unique 
way to create force in his golf swing. 

If you watch PGA TOUR players, each 
players’ footwork is a bit unique to their 
individual swing. You see a lot of toes and 
feet kind of twisting around to diff erent 
degrees with diff erent players. For Scottie, 
he uses the ground to his advantage because 
he uses his feet to push off  the ground to 
create force. Although, he is one of the best 
ball strikers in our game, I would not try and 
copy his footwork, and then again, I won’t 
be telling Scottie to change it either!

Loading on his trail foot
The key to Scottie’s action is you need 
to have the same pattern of movement 
with your feet. Scottie has a very constant 
pattern, and being the consistent player 
that he is, he can repeat this action all the 
time. When you watch his position at the 
top of his back swing, he loads his weight 
into his trail foot (Photo 1). As his arms are 
swinging down (Photo 2), he then shifts his 
weight to his front foot and his front foot 
kind of rolls over (Photo 3). 

Now, as he starts to push off  his back foot, 
his front foot rotates towards the target, his 
trail foot pulls back and kind of twists as 
well (Photo 4 and 5). Scottie has a beautiful 
rhythm with his golf swing which helps him 
sequence the movement of his feet.

1

2



keep working those feet the way you’re 
working them and keep collecting those 
PGA TOUR titles!

Todd Anderson is the Director of Instruction at the 
PGA TOUR Performance Center at TPC Sawgrass, 
home of THE PLAYERS Championship. The 2010 
National PGA Teacher of the Year has seen his 
students amass more than 50 victories across the PGA 
TOUR and Korn Ferry Tour, including two FedExCup 
titles. He is currently rated by Golf Digest as one of 
the top 20 golf instructors in the United States. In 
this tutorial, Anderson breaks down the golf swing of 
Charlie Woods, son of 82-time PGA TOUR winner 
Tiger Woods, and focuses on four key fundamentals.
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Scottie Scheffler

Point to the target
When he fi nishes his swing, both toes are 
almost pointed to the target (Photo 6), 
which is very unique. He does this the same 
way every time and he has this movement 
grooved to a point where the timing is 
perfect and he is able to strike the ball 
solidly.

It’s okay to have something unique in your 
swing, if you can consistently do the same 
movement over and over again, even if it’s 
a little unorthodox.  If you can produce a 
consistent, effi  cient and powerful motion, I 
wouldn’t suggest you change it. So, Scottie, Todd Anderson
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million purse, or the strength of a fi eld that will 
include a huge majority of the top 100 players 
in the world, or the rousing cheers of tens of 
thousands of fans. No, the celebration will 
also extend to memories that have built this 
championship into the sports spectacle that it is.
Harken back, for instance, to the debut of 
THE PLAYERS at Atlanta Country Club in 
1974. Could there have been any better way 
to introduce what you wanted to be a marquee 
event than to have Jack Nicklaus triumph? Oh, 
and to win it again in ’76 and ’78, as Nicklaus 
did, then to be followed in succession by Lanny 
Wadkins, Lee Trevino, and Raymond Floyd?
A proverbial march of Hall of Famers, those 
names. But such a trend has continued 
throughout a 50-year history that has done 
what the best tournaments do: Produce stalwart 
and legendary names, players who need no 
introduction.
To wit, when it comes to recent history, there 
is this with THE PLAYERS – six of the last 10 
winners have at one time or another been world 

No. 1 and one could make a case for Rory 
McIlroy, Justin Thomas, and Scottie Scheffl  er 
– three of the last four winners – someday 
earning a World Golf Hall of Fame status.
Marvelous bookends, Nicklaus and Scheffl  er, 
winners of the fi rst and most recent PLAYERS, 
respectively.
Nicklaus shot 272 in 1974, Scheffl  er was 271 a 
year ago, which indicates that the more things 
change, the more they stay the same. Except 
the course because whereas Nicklaus 50 years 
ago won at Atlanta Country Club, Scheffl  er 
triumphed a year ago at what is arguably 
among the most hallowed cathedrals in golf.
The Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass in 1982 
became the fi fth course to host THE PLAYERS 
and there’s two generations of golf fans who 
would tell you that there are two courses they 
know intimately, thanks to televised golf – 
Augusta National and TPC Sawgrass.
What a beginning TPC Sawgrass had for itself. 
Considered a diabolical and penal challenge 
by famed architect Pete Dye, the course with 

here is a marvel to the PGA TOUR 
that explains the passion with which 
we are invested.

As a sport with great vision, it is one that creates 
excitement, which was proven on January 30, 
2024 with the announcement of a billion-dollar 
partnership with the Strategic Sports Group.
But so, too, is it a sport that is proud to look 
back and smile at its rich history and toast 
all the eff orts that have gotten it this far. 
The greatest example being its annual, THE 
PLAYERS Championship.
Simply put, THE PLAYERS has been affi  xed 
the moniker “fl agship event” for years, but 
to students of the professional game and 
afi cionados of golf history, it is more. Much 
more.
When the game’s elite players gather at 
The Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass from 
March 14-17 in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, 
for the 50th anniversary of THE PLAYERS 
Championship, there will reasons aplenty to 
celebrate. Not only for the awe of a US$25 
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50 YEARS OF THE PLAYERS

T

by Jim McCabe

A TRULY GOLDEN JUBILEE TO MARK

The 17th island green at TPC Sawgrass.     Image Credit - PGQ TOUR



the iconic island-green par-3 17th is such a 
daunting challenge that the 1982 winner, Jerry 
Pate, became obsessed with it.
“I wasn’t playing against Bruce (Lietzke) and 
Brad (Bryant). I kept telling my caddie, ‘We 
gotta beat Pete (Dye),” Pate recalled a few 
years ago. “We gotta beat the course, not the 
scoreboard.”
Closing with 67 for 8-under 280, Pate added 
a phenomenal win to a resume that already 
included a U.S. Open triumph and was promptly 
to celebrate in a fi tting style. He pushed Dye 

   G o l f P l u s    M A R C H   2 0 2 4    21

Official PGA TOUR Content

Famous rollcall of 
winners? (Beyond 

Nicklaus, Wadkins, Floyd, 
Thomas, and Scheffl er, 

Tiger Woods, Fred 
Couples, Davis Love, Hal 
Sutton, David Duval, K.J. 
Choi, Jason Day and Adam 

Scott, all have their 
names on the walls at 

TPC Sawgrass.

Scottie Scheffler

Justin Thomas



at the short, par-4 fourth; the corkscrew of 
par-5 ninth; the demanding par-4 14th; and 
possibly championship golf’s most famous 
fi nishing stretch – the par-5 risk-reward 16th; 
the iconic 17th; and the par-4 18th with what 
might be the toughest driving hole in golf. “We 
feel confi dent that in the Tournament Players 
Club we have the future of golf today,” said 
Beman in 1982 and half-a-century later, those 
words still ring true.
But while TPC Sawgrass and its series of waste 
bunkers and low-hanging tree branches that 
ask you to shape your shots is prominent in the 
greatness of THE PLAYERS Championship, 
what remains the most signifi cant ingredient is 
the fi eld.
Year after year, THE PLAYERS bring you the 

class of professional golf, from the brightest 
young stars to the most savvy of polished 
veterans. Year after year, THE PLAYERS has 
represented the best in professional golf, a 
championship without a weakness.
“It is special to be able to win a championship 
like this,” said Woods back in 2001 when he 
was riding a wave of success like the game had 
never seen. All the heralded titles had fallen 
his way but this triumph at TPC Sawgrass was 
counted as special as any of them for a sound 
reason.
“An extremely demanding golf course with 
probably the best fi eld in all of golf.”
It’s a recipe that has stood the test of time and 
only gets better.

and then PGA TOUR Commissioner Deane 
Beman into a big pond that protects the left 
side of the 18th hole.
“It’s too early to rate this course,” said Pate. 
Fifty years later, TPC Sawgrass is as good 
as it gets – and if you need to check all the 
boxes, you sharpen your pencil when you sing 
the praises of The Stadium Course at TPC 
Sawgrass it’s a quick check list:
Unforgettable hole? (The island-green 17th 
where Pate in 1982 played the hole in 2-2-2).
Famous rollcall of winners? (Beyond Nicklaus, 
Wadkins, Floyd, Thomas, and Scheffl  er, Tiger 
Woods, Fred Couples, Davis Love, Hal Sutton, 
David Duval, K.J. Choi, Jason Day and Adam 
Scott, all have their names on the walls at TPC 
Sawgrass.
Consider that a sweep of what you have always 
been told you must have to be a championship 
course of historic lengths - history, quality 
winners, unforgettable list of winners – are in 
TPC Sawgrass’ corner.
From the very beginning, the island-green 
17th stole the headlines. But it was written at 
the debut of TPC Sawgrass 50 years ago and 
is still true today, that “the 17th is only one 
jewel in the course Pete Dye designed for the 
Tournament Players Association,” according to 
Shav Glick of the Los Angeles Times.
What Dye produced was a golf course with a 
multitude of spectator amphitheaters, which is 
why the years have treated this championship 
kindly. Spectators can rattle off  the memories 
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To wit, when it comes to 
recent history, there 

is this with THE PLAYERS 
– six of the last 10 

winners have at one time 
or another been world 

No. 1 and one could 
make a case for Rory 

McIlroy, Justin Thomas, 
and Scottie Scheffl er.
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Rory McIlroy



The one they are proud to call their own.

Follow the action from March 14-17  on PGATOUR.com



Japanese star Hideki Matsuyama 
secured an historic three-stroke 
victory at The Genesis Invitational 
on Sunday to become the leading 

Asian golfer with the most PGA TOUR titles 
with an unprecedented nine career wins. 
The 31-year-old started the fi nal round some 
six shots off  the lead but put together one 
of the greatest rounds witnessed at iconic 
Riviera Country Club in Los Angeles with a 
sensational 9-under 62 to win comfortably 
from Will Zalatoris (69) and Luke List (68). 
Overnight leader Patrick Cantlay fi nished tied 
fourth after a 72. 
Matsuyama’s nine-birdie round for an 
unblemished card was the lowest fi nal day 
score in history at Riviera and ended a 
frustrating two-year title drought. He broke a 
tie with Korea’s K.J. Choi for most victories 
by an Asian player.His only disappointment 
was not being able to receive The Genesis 
Invitational trophy from tournament host Tiger 
Woods, who had to withdraw from the event 
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On the PGA Tour

PLAYERS Championship due largely to a 
persistent neck injury but in the fi nal round, 
he produced some exquisite shot-making to 
charge to a long-awaited victory. 
“Reaching nine wins was one of my big goals, 
passing K.J. Choi. After my eighth win, I’ve 
been struggling with my back (neck) injury. 
There were a lot of times where I felt, you know, 
I was never going to win again. I struggled 
reaching to top-10, but I’m really happy that I 
was able to win today,” said Matsuyama, who 
earned US$4 million and rose to third place in 
the latest FedExCup standings.

MATSUYAMA SAVOURS HISTORIC

on Friday due to illness. 
“You know, to win in this tournament was 
one of my goals ever since I became pro. 
After Tiger being the host, that goal became a 
lot bigger. A little disappointed I wasn’t able 
to take a picture with Tiger today,” smiled 
Matsuyama, who won the Masters Tournament 
in 2021 to become Japan’s fi rst male major 
champion. 
Woods did off er his congratulations to the 
newest PGA TOUR Signature event champion, 
who also became the second Asian to win 
The Genesis Invitational following Chinese 
Taipei’s T.C. Chen in 1987. “Congratulations 
to @hidekioffi  cial_ on an incredible win at 
@thegenesisinv. I was watching all day and 
seeing a record breaking 62 and coming from 
six shots back is truly special,” the American 
legend posted on X (formerly Twitter). 
The stunning come-from-behind victory was 
pure delight for Matsuyama, whose last success 
came at the 2022 Sony Open in Hawaii. He 
has also not posted a top-10 since last year’s 

“You know, to win 
in this tournament 

was one of my goals 
ever since I became 

pro. After Tiger 
being the host, that 
goal became a lot 

bigger.”

NINTH PGA TOUR VICTORY AT THE GENESIS INVITATIONAL



Mikael Lindberg holed a 30 foot 
birdie putt on the second playoff  
hole to secure a dramatic victory in 

the Bain’s Whisky Cape Town Open at Royal 
Cape Golf Club.
The Swede bounced back from bogeying the 
fi nal hole in regulation to birdie the second 
playoff  hole against South African Ryan van 
Velzen to clinch the title.
The 31-year-old, who is now a two-time winner 
on the Challenge Tour having won the Indoor 
Golf Group Challenge in 2022, admits he went 
through a range of emotions over the closing 
stages in the Mother City.
“It was a rollercoaster of a day but it was a very 
good day,” he said. “I had so many thoughts 
walking to the 18th green in regulation, and all 
I was thinking was to just two-putt it and I’ll 
win. The fi rst putt was probably the worst putt 
I hit the whole week and I left it about six feet 
short, and with that putt it was just a miss-read.
“In the playoff , I defi nitely had it in the back 
of my mind that I’d just three-putted that hole, 
but to make that long putt to win it was a huge 
relief.”
Lindberg, who was the overnight leader heading 
into the fi nal round, bogeyed the third hole but 
responded by making fi ve birdies in seven holes 
around the turn.
Still trailing van Veltzen by one stroke at 

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

Rikuya Hoshino held his nerve to 
claim his maiden DP World Tour 
title at the Commercial Bank Qatar 

Masters.
The 27-year-old Japanese entered the fi nal 
round in a three-way tie for the lead but reached 
14 under thanks to a four under par round of 68, 
which proved enough to secure a one-stroke 
victory from Frenchman Ugo Coussaud.
Hoshino was the fi rst of the fi nal group to make 
a move, birdieing the second to move out in 
front, and he made the turn at one under after 
bogeys at the fourth and seventh sandwiched a 
pair of birdies.
The six-time Japan Golf Tour winner, who 
fi nished second at both the ISPS HANDA 
Australian Open and the Fortinet Australian 
PGA Championship, made another gain at the 
par fi ve tenth hole and it soon turned into a 
two-horse race with European Challenge Tour 
graduate Coussaud, as both players set their 
sights on the Mother of Pearl trophy.
The duo both added a pair of birdies down 
the closing stretch, meaning a par at the 18th 
saw Hoshino lift his fi rst DP World Tour title 
and become the second Japanese winner in the 

HOSHINO SECURES VICTORY IN DOHA

LINDBERG HOLDS NERVE TO CLAIM DRAMATIC PLAYOFF VICTORY 

to Mallorca season.
“It feels so good to play well at this early 
stage of the season,” he added. “I’ve been 
here a couple of times before and I’ve always 
played well on this course.I had a bogey at the 
beginning of the round which I felt took a little 
bit of pressure off  me and after that I started to 
play a lot better. It’s a very big win for me.”

that stage, Lindberg then birdied the 16th and 
17th holes to lead by one going down the last, 
but after three putting the fi nal hole, the duo 
returned to the 18th tee.
Lindberg and van Veltzen both parred the fi rst 
playoff  hole, but after van Veltzen missed 
a diffi  cult birdie chance, Lindberg took 
advantage to win the second event of the Road 

space of fi ve months following Ryo Hisatsune’s 
Cazoo Open de France triumph.
Victory see Hoshino climb three places to 

second on the Race to Dubai Rankings in 
Partnership with Rolex, while he also moves to 
sixth on the International Swing Rankings.
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Kipp Popert claimed a ninth G4D 
Tour title as he triumphed at the fi rst 
edition of the G4D Tour @ Magical 

Kenya Open.
Popert, the Number One player on the World 
Ranking for Golfers with a Disability, fi nished 
fi ve strokes ahead of fellow G4D Tour winner 
Lachlan Wood, who followed up his victory at 
the Australian All Abilities Championship with 
a runner-up fi nish in Nairobi.
The Englishman extended his G4D Tour record 
of victories as he carded a two under par round 
of 69 at Muthaiga Golf Club, following on 
from his fi rst round fi ve under par 66.
Popert carded seven birdies during his fi rst 
round and saw his two-stroke overnight lead 
increase to three as Wood bogeyed the second 
hole on Tuesday morning. Popert then recorded 
four birdies in fi ve holes from the third and 
fi nished his round with two birdies and three 
bogeys to sign for a seven under par total.
“I’m ecstatic,” said Popert. “I’ve put a lot 
of hard work in over the last few weeks in 
Australia. I’ve been pushing myself and playing 
against extremely tough competition over there. 
I’ve got high hopes for my career and I’m really 
pleased with how I played this week.
“I made 13 birdies this week, I’ve been making 

The G4D Tour announced that 
the world’s best golfers with a 
disability will have the opportunity 

to showcase their talent in conjunction with a 
PGA TOUR event for the fi rst time at the 2024 
CJ CUP Byron Nelson.
Set to take place on Monday and Tuesday, 29-
30 April, at TPC Craig Ranch in McKinney, 
Texas, host venue of THE CJ CUP Byron 
Nelson, the G4D Tour event will feature the 
top eight males and two females in the gross 
World Rankings for Golfers with a Disability 
(WR4GD), who will go head-to-head in a 
stroke-play format.
The Strategic Alliance between the PGA TOUR 
and DP World Tour provided the framework 
for the G4D Tour to play its fi rst-ever event in 
conjunction with a PGA TOUR tournament.
Speaking about this announcement Chris 
Biggins of the United States, a player on 
the G4D Tour and former winner of the US 
Disabled Open Golf Championship, said: “I am 
beyond thrilled that the G4D Tour is heading 
to the United States and the PGA TOUR. The 
G4D Tour has already changed my life. The 
Tour has grown every year, and with this huge 
step, it will surely skyrocket some more. It 
will be a dream come true to play a G4D Tour 

G4D TOUR TO HOST EVENT AT PGA TOUR’S THE CJ CUP BYRON NELSON

POPERT ON CLOUD NINE AFTER VICTORY IN KENYA

“It’s been incredible. I’ve never been to Kenya 
before and as soon as it was added to the 
schedule, we were buzzing for it. To experience 
the culture, the colours on the golf course, I had 
a really good time. It’s been a pleasure to come 
out here and I’d love to do it again.”

a lot the last couple of weeks, so to do it in a 
tournament is really pleasing. I played a lot with 
my friend from England, John Gough, who is 
playing in the Magical Kenya Open this week. 
We had some good games and it’s awesome to 
push myself against these guys.

event in front of a home crowd, alongside an 
event I have watched since I was a kid.I’m 
especially excited about our opportunity to 
show Americans how incredibly impressive 
the golfers on the G4D Tour are. The talented 
golfers I have been able to compete with are 
a spectacle that you have to see to believe. I 
hope this event will inspire the next generation 
of adaptive athletes in America to play golf.”
Keith Pelley, Chief Executive Offi  cer of the DP 

World Tour, added: “The standard of golf on 
the G4D Tour is remarkable and I’m delighted 
that the PGA TOUR has invited the leading 
golfers with a disability to play during one of 
their most historic tournaments. The G4D Tour 
has already had an incredible impact on growing 
participation. By giving these sporting heroes a 
new high-profi le platform in the United States, 
we can showcase to a new generation that golf 
can be the most inclusive sport in the world.”
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David Ravetto clinched his maiden 
Challenge Tour title with a two-
stroke victory at the Dimension 

Data Pro-Am.
The Frenchman took a two-shot lead into the 
fi nal round at Fancourt Golf Estate and he 
never looked like being caught as he posted a 
three under par round of 69 to reach 15 under 
par, two ahead of England’s Sam Hutsby who 
fi nished second.
The 26-year-old opened with a birdie at the 
fi rst hole to settle the nerves before further 
gains at the third and ninth holes put further 
breathing space between himself and the 
chasing pack. Ravetto carded a level par back 
nine to see out victory and move to third place 
on the Road to Mallorca Rankings.
“It feels amazing,” he said. “I’m so proud of 
myself because the last six months haven’t 

RAVETTO SECURES MAIDEN TITLE AT FANCOURT
been easy for me and I’m so happy with my 
performance this week.I got a good draw for 
the fi rst three rounds but today it got very 
windy in the afternoon and the pins were 
tough. I made sure I didn’t panic and starting 
with a birdie defi nitely helped.
“The three courses are world class and The 
Links is one of my favourite courses. I love 
playing in South Africa because the weather 
is always great and the greens roll very true.”
Ravetto, who retained his DP World Tour 
playing privileges at Qualifying School at the 
end of last year, was delighted to triumph in 
George and heads into next week’s Magical 
Kenya Open full of confi dence.
“My plan is to play on the DP World Tour and 
this gives me great confi dence heading into the 
rest of the season,” he said.

ON THE EUROPEAN TOUR

ÅKESSON SECURES 
FAIRYTALE MAIDEN 
VICTORY

VAN DRIEL IN DREAMLAND AS HE WINS MAGICAL 
KENYA OPEN

Darius van Driel realised a 
childhood dream as he captured 
his maiden DP World Tour title 

at the Magical Kenya Open presented by 
absa.
The 34-year-old went wire-to-wire as he 
carded a four under par fi nal round of 67 to 
win by two strokes at Muthaiga Golf Club, 
ending a more than six-year wait for another 
Dutch victory on the DP World Tour.
Van Driel, who regained his playing rights 
for 2024 at Qualifying School, started the 
day in a share of the lead with Spaniard 
Manuel Elvira, with the pair both searching 
for a maiden victory on Tour.
Both made the turn one under par, but van 

Driel pulled clear after an eagle at the par 
fi ve tenth, holing a putt from more than 30 
feet to take the outright lead on the day for 
the fi rst time.
He then bounced back from a bogey on 
the 11th with a gain at the 12th and he 
maintained his composure as he carded fi ve 
consecutive pars and a fi nal birdie on the 
18th for a two-stroke victory.
Manuel’s older brother Nacho carded a fi ve 
under par fi nal round of 66 to share second 
place on 12 under with Qualifying School 
graduate Joe Dean, ranked 2,930th in the 
world at the start of the week and making 
just his second start on Tour since earning 
his playing rights.

Björn Åkesson completed 
a sensational return to 
professional golf by securing 

a maiden Challenge Tour victory at 
the NMB Championship after the 
tournament was reduced to 54 holes.
The Swede posted a four under par 
round of 68 to reach 18 under par and 
win by one-shot ahead of two-time 
Challenge Tour winner Lee Slattery at 
Humewood Golf Club.
The 35-year-old retired in 2017 after 
losing his DP World Tour playing rights 
and falling out of love with the game, 
however he returned to the Challenge 
Tour this year after a stellar 2023 which 
saw him earn promotion by topping the 
Nordic Golf League Order of Merit.
“It feels amazing right now,” he said. 
“This win has given me so much 
confi dence and belief in my golf game 
after not playing at this level for such a 
long time.
“I lost my DP World Tour card in 
2016 and I wasn’t enjoying my golf 
anymore,” he said. “I decided to quit 
and go into coaching for a few years 
and after that I felt like I wanted to try 
and compete again.
“I graduated from the Nordic Golf 
League last season and I’m really 
looking forward to this year on the 
Challenge Tour.”
The NMB Championship was reduced 
to 54 holes due to strong winds on 
Saturday, meaning Åkesson was forced 
to resume his third round on Sunday 
after completing only four holes.



swing and that worked today,” said Wang, a 
three-time champion on the DP World Tour, 
and a winner on the Asian Tour.

plus the Golf Association of Hong Kong China 
for their ongoing support and commitment.”
New Zealander Ben Campbell (main picture) 
raised the trophy last November after a gripping 
fi nish. He wrote his name into Hong Kong 
Open folklore with a gutsy victory, draining a 
15-foot birdie putt on the fi nal green to defeat 
playing partners Cam Smith from Australia and 
Thailand’s Phachara Khongwatmai. Campbell 
had not led at any stage of the tournament until 
that brilliant last putt.

messed up. We actually fi nished round two 
good, and the weekend was just insane man. 
I mean 18 birdies, no bogeys, in 36 holes was 
unbelievable. And getting that Open spot is 
super cool, I came here for that.”
He started the fi nal round three behind 
overnight leader Jared Du Toit from Canada 
but quickly moved into contention when he 
made the turn in fi ve under with birdies on 
two, three, four, six and seven. It put him in 
share of the lead with Wang on 19-under.
Puig then took over at the top when he made 
birdie on 10, and then proceeded to birdie the 
next two for a two-shot gap.Both Wang and 
Denwit were playing further ahead of Puig, so 
the Spaniard had to stay fully focused and in 
control on the homeward stretch. A birdie on 
17 did much to help his cause.
Wang and Denwit both shot the lowest rounds 
of their careers – an appropriate time to do that 
with The Open qualifi cations at stake.
“I have not been playing well lately, so this is 
a really good result for me, and a great start for 
me. I am working on trying to repeat my old 

to take a step another closer to completing the 
jigsaw.
“The Hong Kong Open and the Hong Kong 
Golf Club are woven into the fabric of the Asian 
Tour, and so it is always key to our success to 
have all aspects of the event confi rmed early 
on. The Club’s iconic course was voted by our 
members as the joint best course of the year last 
season, and I am sure more accolades await this 
year. We thank the Club, their captain Andy 
Kwok and Ian Gardner the General Manager, 

The Hong Kong Open, the celebrated 
tournament at the core of the Asian golf 
calendar for over six decades, will be 

played from November 21-24 this year – at the 
fabled Hong Kong Golf Club (HKGC), Fanling.
Off ering lucrative prizemoney of US$2 million, 
the event will play a pivotal role in shaping the 
conclusion of the Asian Tour season.
For the second year in succession, it will also 
form part of The International Series – 10 
elevated events that are integrated into the Asian 
Tour schedule providing a pathway to the LIV 
Golf League.
“This year marks the 63rd staging of the Hong 
Kong Open, and the Hong Kong Golf Club is 
excited to see it once again positioned as one 
of the season-ending tournaments, when there is 
so much to play for,” said Andy Kwok, Captain, 
HKGC – who are celebrating their 135th 
anniversary this year.
A world-class line up of players will return and 
will gradually be unveiled over the next few 
months, for a tournament that is one of only two 
events in the history of the game to be hosted at 
the same venue for over six decades – alongside 
The Masters Tournament at Augusta.
Said Cho Minn Thant, Commissioner & CEO, 
Asian Tour: “At the end of last year we were 
delighted to announce our initial schedule for 
2024, which featured the Hong Kong Open – 
being able to confi rm the dates today allows us 

DATES CONFIRMED FOR HISTORIC HONG KONG OPEN

David Puig’s stock went up once 
again today after he claimed the US$1 
million IRS Prima Malaysian Open 

- for his second victory on the Asian Tour in 
four months.Big things are expected of the 
young Spaniard who plays on the LIV Golf 
League, and he showed why by fi ring his 
second successive bogey-free nine-under-
par 62 for a spectacular tournament total of 
23-under and a two-shot win.
On a day of incredibly low scoring at The 
Mines Resort and Golf Club, in the fi rst event 
of the season on the Asian Tour, Korean 
Jeunghun Wang returned a 61 to fi nish second, 
while Thailand’s Denwit Boriboonsub came in 
with the same score to tie for third with John 
Catlin from the United States, who shot a 66.
As preferred lies were played no records were 
offi  cially set, including Denwit’s back nine of 
eight-under-par 28 which matched the Asian 
Tour record.
Said 22-year-old Puig: “It feels great, weird 
feeling for sure. We almost missed the cut. 
I was kind of playing good, but I kind of 

SUPERB PUIG STRIKES AGAIN FOR SECOND VICTORY
ON THE ASIAN TOUR
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Ben Campbell
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ON THE JAPAN TOUR

Takahiro Hataji has etched his name into 
the history books of the New Zealand 

Open presented by Sky Sport, becoming the 
fi rst Japanese player to win the tournament in 
its 103rd edition.
The 30-year-old, who began the day one shot 
off  the lead, fi red a fi nal round four-under-par 
67 for a four-day total of 17-under 267 at the 
Millbrook Golf Resort.
Hataji edged out Australia’s Scott Hend for the 
title by a single shot, as the latter three-putted 
the fi nal hole, dashing his hopes of becoming 
the oldest man in the modern era to lift the 
Brodie Breeze Trophy at 50.
The victory was particularly gratifying for 
Hataji, marking his fi rst-ever title in his 10th 
year as a professional golfer.
Remarkably, Hataji had not previously secured 
a victory even domestically, whether on the 
JGTO or ABEMA Tour.

at the 1989 Coca-Cola Classic at Royal 
Melbourne Golf Club.
Hataji’s triumph capped off  a superb stretch of 
recent weeks during which Japanese players 
conquered the main tours across the planet.
Earlier, Rikuya Hoshino claimed victory at the 
DP World Tour’s Qatar Masters, while Hideki 
Matsuyama emerged triumphant at the Genesis 
Invitational on the PGA Tour.

His closest brush with success on the main Tour 
came last year when he fi nished as runner-up 
at the Kansai Open. Additionally, he has twice 
fi nished as runner-up on the ABEMA Tour.
“It was a really tough day but I have the trophy 
so I am feeling very happy now,” Hataji was 
quoted as saying on the tournament’s offi  cial 
website.
“I’m happy but he (Hend) played very well so 
when his putt missed I felt a bit sorry for him 
too.”
In surpassing his compatriots Hideto Tanihara 
(2016) and Tomoyo Ikemura (2023) in their 
previous-best runner-up fi nishes, Hataji also 
holds the distinction of being the fi rst Asian 
winner of the tournament.
Another remarkable record, according to the 
NZ Open’s website, is that Hataji also became 
the fi rst Japanese player to win on the PGA 
Tour of Australasia since Isao Oaki’s victory 

“I’M HAPPY BUT 
HE (HEND) PLAYED 
VERY WELL SO 
WHEN HIS PUTT 
MISSED I FELT A BIT 
SORRY FOR HIM 
TOO.”

HATAJI MAKES HISTORY 
AS FIRST JAPANESE CHAMPION AT NZ OPEN



Winning The Genesis 
Invitational was one of my 
goals ever since I became 
a professional golfer. After 
Tiger Woods became the 

tournament host, that goal became a lot bigger. 
You know, reaching nine wins on the PGA 
TOUR was also a big ambition. After my eighth 
title, I struggled with a neck injury and there 
were times when I felt I was never going to win 
again. I even struggled to fi nish in the top-10, so 
I’m really happy I was able to pull off  a win. 
Before my wins, Shigeki Maruyama had won 
three times on the PGA TOUR and after I won 
the fourth one, he told me, hey, you’ve got to 
pass K.J Choi. I am very happy to achieve this 
and I’ll defi nitely text Shigeki that I achieved 
this goal. 
After my injury in 2022, I was always worried 
something bad might happen. At Riviera, I had 
no issues and I played without any worries 
which really helped. It’s something that’s been 
bothering me for a long time. However, since 
the start of this year, it’s been getting a lot better. 
It’s stress free when I’m sleeping too, so I think 
I had this feeling I can do something special 
maybe this year. 
I wasn’t striking the ball particularly well during 
the fi nal round but my putting and chipping 
worked a lot. The second shot into the 15th 
hole which ended eight inches from the cup was 
probably one of the best shots I had. It was 184 
yards into the wind, and I executed it perfectly. I 
had great momentum right there. On 16, I hit it 
may be like fi ve yards to the right of my target, 
and it became a good shot where it stopped six 
inches from the hole. It was all good. 

PLAYER BLOG By Hideki Matsuyama

Japanese golf star Hideki Matsuyama rewrote a slice of golf history when he became the most prolifi c Asian-
born winner on the PGA TOUR following his ninth career victory at The Genesis Invitational, a tournament 
hosted by Tiger Woods and the third Signature Event of the season. The 2021 Masters champion came from 
six strokes back to triumph by three at The Riviera Country Club to break a tie for most wins with K.J. Choi of 
Korea following a tournament-record fi nal round of 9-under 62. 

I think a lot of times for me, the morning practice 
session doesn’t really relate to the actual round 
but I was striking it pretty good before the fi nal 
round began. Then on the fi rst tee, I hit probably 
the worst shot of the week but I still managed to 
make birdie on the opening par-5 hole! 
Riviera is a very special place for me. I know 
the owner, who’s also Japanese and it’s nice to 
win here. I was a little disappointed I wasn’t 

able to take a picture with Tiger as he withdrew 
from the tournament due to illness. 
I think this latest win is important and I hope to 
keep the momentum going. This is my fi rst top-
10 since last year’s PLAYERS Championship 
so I have good memories of TPC Sawgrass 
and I look forward to getting back there next 
month. Hopefully I also keep my form going 
into Augusta National in April as well.

After my injury in 
2022, I was always 
worried something 
bad might happen. 
At Riviera, I had no 
issues and I played 
without any worries 
which really helped.

Hideki Matsuyama taking a photo with his team at The Genesis Invitational
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Hideki Matsuyama lines up his putt on the 
18th greenat The Riviera Country Club
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INSTRUCTION FROM THE GAME’S TOP PLAYERS AND COACHES

Master one 
swing...  and 
stick with it

The English star on how 
his swing is based on solid 

fundamentals and consistency.
“I’ve been playing golf since I was a toddler. My 
parents got me into golf straight away, and I was in 
the back garden playing when I was just 13 months 
old. My first time on a golf course was aged three on 
the short course at Wycombe Heights – my dad 
made up three little clubs for me to go out and play 
with. I played my first tournament when I was five, 
so I’ve been playing competitive golf ever since. 

“People often ask me what has been the secret of 
my success and I believe it’s because I haven’t 

TYRRELL HATTON

RECAP
TOUR
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changed anything for the sake of 
changing.  I’ve gone on consistency and 
it’s worked. The most important thing 
for me is that it’s a swing I can repeat 
easily because we haven’t changed it in 
more than 10 years.

“Keeping things simple and not 
having too many things to worry about 
works for me and also helps me under 
pressure. I believe in myself and I know 
what works. My father is my coach and 
there are certain points in the swing we 
look at. If they’re in the right place, we’ll 
normally have a good week.” 

Hatton has been coached by his father, 
Jeff – a single-figure-golfer – since he 
was a junior. “I took over about 15 years 
ago. We tried a few coaches before that 
but they were basically saying the same 
things I was saying, so I had no hesitation 
in taking over,” says Hatton senior. “We 
worked predominantly on Tyrrell’s set-

up. I like the way Jack Nicklaus went 
about it. He says the three most 
important things in golf are set-up, set-
up and set-up. I like that philosophy.” 
For a mid-iron shot, Tyrrell’s feet are 
shoulder-width apart and the ball is in 
the middle of his stance. The shaft is 
inclined forward, which is perfect for a 
mid-iron. If he were using a fairway 
wood or hybrid, the shaft would be close 
to vertical. It would be inclined slightly 
away with driver. While I like the 
balance at address to be 50/50 from 
front to back, Tyrrell prefers it to be 
60/40 towards his toes. But his balance 
is excellent.

“We also study down the line at 
address a lot to make sure the feet, knees, 
hips and shoulders are all parallel to the 
target. Tyrrell uses an alignment rod on 
the ground on the range to check this.”

The Hattons also follow another 
of Nicklaus’ famous doctrines: If it ain’t 
broken, don’t fix it. “If you’re playing 
well, the last person you want to talk to 
is your coach.”

‘I try to feel 
that  I  make a 
three-quarter 
length swing’ 

BACKSWING
This is the fi rst checkpoint in 
the swing – I call it P1. There 
are a couple of things to look 
for. Firstly, when the shaft is 
horizontal to the ground, it is 
parallel to the toe line. 
Secondly, the clubface is 
parallel to Tyrrell’s spine 
angle. These are all things 
I want to see replicated in 
the downswing.

1

With a mid-iron and a 
three-quarter-length swing,  
Tyrrell’s left knee has kicked 

in only slightly, indicating 
less weight has shifted onto 

his back foot than it would 
with a driver. This backswing 

gives him more control, 
while less weight shift 

encourages the downward 
hit through impact you want 

with an iron.

ADDRESS
2

TYRRELL’S SWING KEYS
TYRRELL’S FATHER AND COACH 
JEFF EXPLAINS THE SWING 
THEY’VE BUILT AND TRUST.

FUNDAMENTALS  H  TOUR TIP  H  STRATEGY  H  FIVE-MINUTE LESSON  H  PURE STRIKES  H  SWING STUDY  H  PUTTING  H  
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A lot of people think that, because the clubhead is shaped a little differently, you have 
to change your swing to hit the driver. I don’t know where that myth came from, but 
the truth is that you only need one golf swing. The only thing that’s different in your 
driver swing to your iron swing is your ball position (below). That’s because the club 
is longer and the face is a little straighter. You want to hit the ball slightly on the 
upswing to counteract those two things. 
    Get the ball position right – for me, opposite my left heel below my left armpit – 
and you will naturally hit the ball slightly on the up and launch it high without 
making any other adjustments. Which brings me onto the subject of amateurs trying 
to help the ball into the air. I see so many people allowing their weight to fall onto 
their back foot through impact, thinking it will help them get the ball airborne more 
effectively. It won’t. Instead, you’ll simply end up flipping your hands into impact and 
mishit the shot. Just swing naturally, trust your ball position and let the club do all 
the work. You don’t need to force the issue, either. Keep your same tempo . If you try 
to swing too hard, you’ll lose your balance and your swing speed. 

– Joost Luiten is a six-time European Tour winner.

CHANGE BALL 
POSITION, NOT SWING
YOU DON’T NEED A SWING CHANGE TO RIP YOUR DRIVER.

This is the moment of truth. I 
like that Tyrrell’s hips are 
turning and that his hands are 
leading – but his head hasn’t 
gone with them. The shaft is still 
inclined towards the target, 
encouraging that downward hit 
we talked about. Tyrrell’s fl ight 
is what you might call ‘mid-
trajectory’ – he doesn’t hit his 
shots particularly low or high.

IMPACT
3

DRIVING DISTANCE
2020   310.3 yards (9th)
2019  299.3 yards (54th)
2018  304.6 yards (29th)
2017  307 yards (15th)
2016   304.6 yards (13th)
2015  311.6 yards (4th)
2014  303.5 yards (13th)

L E A R N

the truth
driver sw
is longer
upswing 
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– Joost L

JOOST LUITEN

RECAP
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DAVID HORSEY

ALWAYS AIM AND START YOUR 
BALL AWAY FROM TROUBLE 

NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR TEE SHOT.

In many cases, a mistake that leads to a drop shot, 
or worse, is a result of poor decision-making before 
you even swing the club. Many amateurs either 
don’t take enough care with their aim, or they take 

on too many risky lines and angles off the tee. If 
you are aiming well, start the ball where you want 
to and you pick sensible lines, then your accuracy 
and scoring really cannot fail to improve.

T
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AVOID THE 
DANGER AT 
ALL COSTS

A general rule of thumb: 
always aim away from 

danger unless you 
absolutely have no 

alternative. For example, if 
you fade or slice and 
there’s water left, you 
should aim down the 

middle of the fairway and 
accept that you might end 
up in the right half of the 

fairway or slightly into the 
rough. That’s much safer 

than aiming left and 
increasing your chances of 
hitting the ball in the water. 

PICK A S
TARTING 

POINT AND 
TAKE AIM

Once you have chosen 
your line off  the tee, pick a 

specifi c spot in the distance 
as your aim point. I like to 
work with a starting point 
and move the ball off  that, 

rather than picking the 
point where I want the shot 
to fi nish because I fi nd that 

easier to visualise and 
execute. Some players pick 

a spot, like a patch in the 
grass or a twig, a couple of 

yards in front of the ball 
and start the ball over that. 
You’ll be amazed by how 
much it can improve your 

accuracy.

IGNORE 
THE FLAG…
SOMETIMES

It’s the same going into 
greens, too. You don’t 

always have to take 
dead aim at the fl ag, 

especially when it’s near 
the edges of the green. 

Do so and you bring 
hazards and short-sided 
recovery shots into play. 
In fact, most amateurs 
would score better by 

aiming for the middle of 
the green no matter 

where the fl ag is.

TAKE RISK 
ONLY IN 

EXTREME 
SITUATIONS

As I mentioned above, 
you should only start the 
ball at trouble if there’s 

absolutely no other 
option to consider. The 
only time you should 

consider aiming 
anywhere near the water 
on this hole is if there’s a 

hard wind off  the left and 
severe danger right of the 
fairway, too. It’s all about 
playing the percentages 
and knowing where to 

fi nd the good ‘miss’.

FUNDAMENTALS  H  TOUR TIP  H  STRATEGY  H  FIVE-MINUTE LESSON  H  PURE STRIKES  H  SWING STUDY  H  PUTTING  H  
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ANDY SULLIVAN

The 2018 BMW SA Open Championship winner champion is one of the European Tour’s 
best scramblers around the green. We got him to let us in on a few of his secrets.  

GP What is the best way to practise your short game and chipping?
CP: “The fi rst thing I do in practice is check on my strike. I’m looking to make sure I’m hitting 
the ball out the middle off  the face and that I’m taking the same small divot with each shot. I’ve 
found that if my strike isn’t quite there, then my distance control goes all over the place.” 

GP Do you prefer the ball position back or forward for chipping?
CP: “I have the ball just forward of centre to encourage me to make a wider arc and to keep my body 
turning through impact. Spin comes from the quality of the strike. A shallow attack angle with a 
fraction of forward shaft lean and a shallow divot with a strike out the middle makes it spin.”

GP And what about your stance? Some players like an open stance, others prefer closed.
CP: “I actually prefer to be ever so slightly closed. It just feels more comfortable for me. I don’t like to 
feel I’m aiming too far left because it forces the clubhead to come into the ball a bit steeper. Whereas 
feeling almost closed encourages the clubhead to stay nice and shallow to the turf.”

GP Finally, do you prefer a wristy or non-wristy approach? 
CP: “I’m quite passive with the wrists for a standard chip. I see the chipping action as a bit of a 
putting stroke. I use the bigger muscles because it makes the club and ball speed more predictable, 
which makes it much easier to judge the shot, which is important because you’ve got to be quite 
precise with chips, especially on fast greens.”

SWING WITHIN 
YOURSELF FOR 

BETTER STRIKES
It sounds obvious, but you have to 
hit the ball in the middle of the 
clubface if you want to be a good 
striker of the ball. If you try to hit the 
ball too hard, you’ll struggle to pure 
it. There’s loft on an iron for 
a reason – it’s designed to go 
however far you can hit that
loft. Accept your distances and 
simply take more club if you need 
extra yardage.

1. IF IN DOUBT, CLUB UP 
AND HIT IT SMOOTH 
When in between clubs, many 
amateurs would rather take the 
shorter iron and hit hard rather than 
the straighter-faced iron and swing 
more smoothly. Tour pros are the 
opposite. With irons, it’s all about 
control. We would always prefer to 
club down and keep the control. 
You’re only ever trying to hit your 
irons at 75% power and so I’d much 
rather ease down to 60% than go 
up to 90%. The slower you swing it, 
the easier it is to get the club where 
you want it. You lose control when 
you swing it harder.

2. TRUST YOUR SHAPE 
It’s always easier to embrace your 
natural shot shape than 
continually try to fi ght it. I’ve lost 
count of the number of times I’ve 
seen amateurs who hit fades start 
the ball straight at the pin and, of 
course, miss it right. Allow for 
your shape with your start point. 
If you fade the ball, it’s got to start 
left of your target.
– Andy Sullivan is a three-time 
European Tour winner

CHRIS PAISLEY

FIVE-MINUTE LESSON

L E A R NRECAP
TOURSHOT SHAPING  H  MENTAL GAME
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DUSTIN JOHNSON

I was always a natural drawer 
of the ball until, in 2015, I 
decided to start fading 
everything left-to-right. The 
decision was made to help 
keep my driver under control, 
but it’s had a benefi cial impact 
on my irons. With a fade, your 
attack is slightly more 
downward and your path 
tends to work left through 
impact. This helps compress 
the ball and improves spin, 
fl ight and distance control. It 
also helps it land softer on the 
green.

WHY IT 
PAYS TO 
PLAY A 
FADE

WHY THERE’S ROOM FOR LATITUDE IN DJ’S TECHNIQUE
“When DJ started working with my father, Butch, they talked about the very bowed wrist and ‘shut’ 
face he played with. My dad was smart enough to leave it in place. ‘This is what makes you good,’ he 
told DJ. ‘We could change it, but then no one’s going to know who you are.’ History has shown us that 
trying to force orthodoxy on a feel player rarely works. DJ proves that, as long as you put the club on 
the ball consistently well, there is plenty of room for latitude in technique.” – Claude Harmon, Jr

THE 
COACH’S 

VIEW

MAKE YOUR SHAPE 
ADJUSTMENTS 

AT ADDRESS
For me, hitting a fade is all 

done at set-up. I like to play 
with zero swing thoughts, 

and knowing that my 
address position takes care 
of my shot shape helps me 

with that. I aim my feet, 
hips and shoulders a little 
left of parallel to the ball-

target line to encourage a 
leftward swing path. Then I 

aim the clubface between 
my path and the ball-target 

line at impact. 

RECAP
TOUR



Role model...
COLLIN 
MORIKAWA
T he postponement of the Ryder 

Cup may have caused problems 
for the European Tour, but it 

looks like it could spell trouble for 
the European team too. Shifted 
to 2021, the event gives Collin 
Morikawa the chance to gain 
another year of Tour experience and 
press his claims for a place on the 
team. This young American won 
four points from four at the 2017 
Walker Cup. Aged just 22, he 
already looks set to be a thorn in the 
European side for many years to 
come.

With victory at the Workday 
Charity Open, Morikawa joined 
one T. Woods in winning his second 
PGA Tour event before missing his 
second cut. His impressive blend 
of technique, focus and 
intensity has taken him to 
13th in the world in just 28 
events. Central to this 
success is his ability to fl ush 
irons at will. Here, we strip 
down his technique to see 
how he does it… and how you 
can too.

BALL FIRST, 
TURF SECOND

Collin makes contact with the ball 
fi rst and turf afterwards, beyond where 

the ball was lying. This indicates a 
descending attack angle, an essential part 
of iron play as it promotes clean, powerful 
contact with a ball resting on the ground. 
To hone this, draw or picture a chalk line 

on the fl oor and place a ball on it. 
When you swing, try to get your 

divot hole-side of that line.

TRAIL ARM NOT 
YET FULLY EXTENDED

Note how Collin’s right (trail) arm 
is still slightly fl exed a beat after 

impact. This helps produce a ball-fi rst 
contact. Club golfers often straighten 

this arm too early, causing casting and a 
low-compression strike. Imagine your trail 

arm is a piston; as you swing through, 
that piston should extend to a point 

beyond the ball. Feel pressure in 
the lifeline of your trail palm 

as you do this.

SPEED 
DELIVERS 

COMPRESSION 
Higher impact speed means 

greater ball compression. Collin uses 
the ground to help his pelvis rotate 

dynamically through. Most club golfers 
do not use the ground as well and have 

lower speeds as a result. To improve this, 
hit shots barefoot. It gives a sense of 
the pressures you should feel when 

making a swing. Feel pressure 
under your lead foot – not 

trail – at impact.

TRAIL-HAND GRIP 
CREATES PRESSURE

Notice Collin’s right-hand grip. He’s 
aligned some key points with the rear 

side of the handle, notably the index fi nger 
and the lifeline of the palm. By maintaining 

pressure through these points, he can 
compress the ball at impact because the 

club is well supported. 
To fi nd a similarly eff ective hold, place 

your trail-hand lifeline against 
the side of the lead 

thumb.

COLLIN’S
2020 BY NUMBERS
Strokes gained
[green approach]  1.084 [1st]
Driving distance
296.7 yards [T108th]
GIR percentage
70.5% [26th]
Stroke average 
70.006 [19th]
World ranking 13th

Learn from world’s professional
TOP 50 TEACHER Steve Thomas 

w w w.stevethomasgolf.com, Senior P G A Instructor 
at 3 Hammers Golf Academy, Wolverhampton.

RECAP
TOUR
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Ladies on the Link
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Khushi Khanijau (76) was fi fth, while Jasmine 
Shekar (77), runner-up in the third leg at 
Kolkata, was sixth. Rhea Jha (76) was seventh 
and Shweta Mansingh (74) ended eighth.
Seher Atwal (78), Snigdha Goswami (76) and 
Disha Kavery (78) were tied for ninth place.
Sneha also sneaked ahead of Hitaashee to get 
to the top of the Hero Order of Merit. Sneha in 
four starts has won Rs. 4,59,500 while Hitaashee 
has earned Rs. 4,59,000, just Rs. 500 less. 
Khushi Khanijau is third with Jasmine Shekar 
and Ridhima Dilawari occupying the next two 
places.

Sneha Singh picked up her second win in 
three starts despite two bogeys in the last 
three holes at the fourth leg of the Hero 

Women’s Pro Golf Tour at the East Point Golf 
Club. Sneha, who held a fi ve-shot lead, carded 
an even par 72 but still managed to hold off  
Hitaashee Bakshi. Hitaashee did make a charge 
with a bogey free 69 on the fi nal day, but it was 
not enough to overturn the fi ve-shot defi cit she 
started with.
Sneha totalled 5-under 211 while completing a 
wire-to-wire win. Hitaashee aggregated 3-under 
213 for another second place and young amateur 
Zara Anand put together a fi ne 69 to grab the 
third place at 1-under 215.
Sneha bogeyed early but a birdie on the seventh 
meant she turned in even par. While she 
birdied the Par-5 14th, bogeys on the 16th and 
18th indicated some nerves but she also had a 
comforting birdie on the 17th. Hitaashee, who 
won the third leg, birdied three times without a 
bogey, but even that fell short of Sneha’s total 
of 5-under.
Sneha has won twice and been a joint runner-up 
with Hitaashee in the opening leg. She was the 
only player this week to have carded all three 
rounds at par or better. This is also the second 
year running she has won more than once and 
becomes the fi rst multiple winner in 2024.
Hitaashee now has three runner-up fi nishes in 

the fi rst, second and fourth legs and a win in the 
third.
Zara Anand, who is seen as a very promising 
talent, shot a fi ne 69 after rounds of 74-72 on the 
fi rst two days. The round of the week came from 
Ridhima Dilawari, whose 6-under 66 included a 
superb run of fi ve birdies from the 11th to 15th. 
It was also a course record for Ladies at the East 
Point Golf Club.
Overall, Ridhima had seven birdies against one 
bogey on the Par-5 10th. She fi nished the birdie-
fi lled round with three pars and fi nished fourth 
at even par 216.

SNEHA HOLDS OFF HITAASHEE TO SCORE 2ND WIN OF 2024

was very good and putting was very good as 
well. I’m very happy, it was a good week to 
start the season and we will keep it for the next 
couple of weeks on the road.”
Five players ended the week in a share of third 
place with Manon De Roey, Ana Peláez Trivino, 
Alice Hewson, Nataliya Guseva and Chiara 
Tamburlini all on four-under-par.
It was an emotional day for Tamburlini, who 
carded a round of 72 which included six birdies, 
three bogeys and one double bogey.

Shannon Tan created history at the 2024 
Magical Kenya Ladies Open becoming 
fi rst Singaporean to win on the Ladies 

European Tour (LET).
The 19-year-old started the day in a share of 
the lead alongside Italy’s Alessandra Fanali on 
nine-under-par at Vipingo Ridge.
Tan rolled in birdies on holes two, three and fi ve 
to put herself in pole position before dropping a 
shot on the sixth.
However, she made another birdie on seven 
before making a bogey on the eighth and 
her fi nal birdie came on 11 for a round of 70 
(-3) to seal a four-shot victory with a total of 
12-under-par.
“I still stuck to my gameplan throughout. I just 
tried to hit every fairway and every green I can 
– that was my gameplan throughout the whole 
day and that’s how it stayed.”
The teenager secured her full LET card at Lalla 
Aicha Q-School in December while still an 
amateur and was making her fi rst start on the 
LET as a pro.
It is the second professional victory for Tan in 
her career, after she won the Singapore Ladies 
Masters on the China LPGA Tour in July 2023, 

but her fi rst since turning professional.
She explained: “It was a tough decision to 
begin with but I’m glad I made it now! It’s a 
good thing because juniors back home know it’s 
possible and that anything is possible, and it can 
push them a little bit and inspire them.
Italy’s Alessandra Fanali fi nished in second 
place in the season-opener having produced a 
round of 74 (+1) on the fi nal day.
Fanali made another birdie on 15 but back-to-
back bogeys on 16 and 17 put an end to her 
hopes of a fi rst LET victory.
“It’s been a very good week for me, I’m very 
proud of myself,” said Fanali. “I came into this 
week just trying to test my game and see where 
I was.
“I tried. I gave myself a chance but my putts 
didn’t really want to go in. It’s okay, next week 
is another week, and we will see what’s going 
to happen.
“A couple more putts would have dropped and 
it would have been a lot easier to catch up some 
shots on the last holes, but it is what it is. It 
probably was meant to be for me, but it’s fi ne.
“I’m very proud of my game, I’m hitting shots 
very well. My irons, off  the tee, my short game 

TRAILBLAZER TAN SECURES MAIDEN LET VICTORY AT 2024 MAGICAL KENYA LADIES OPEN

Sneha gets her cheque from Mr MSN Raju, Secy EPGC and Mr PVL Narasimha Raju, Chairman T&H, EPGC
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“I am really excited for what is to come this 
year. I had some really good fi nishes last year, I 
couldn’t get it done in the end. I feel I’m getting 
better every year, getting stronger every year 
and also mentally, I feel I’m in a really good 
place. I’m really looking forward to this year.
“Solheim Cup is defi nitely on my list for this 
year. It would be an honour to play for Europe, 
it’s always been my dream since I was a little 
girl. I’m trying my best to be there, so we will 
see.”
Japan’s Minami Katsu and England’s Charley 
Hull ended the week in a share of third place on 
nine-under-par. 

Patty Tavatanakit fi red an exceptional 
fi nal round of 65 (-7) to win the 2024 
Aramco Saudi Ladies International 

Presented by PIF by seven shots.
The Major champion produced a wire-to-wire 
victory with rounds of 66-70-69-65 at Riyadh 
Golf Club to win with a score of 18-under-par.
It is a fi fth professional victory for the 24-year-
old, her fi rst on the Ladies European Tour (LET) 
and her fi rst since winning the 2021 ANA 
Inspiration. 
“It’s been a long time since I’ve played this 
good,” she said. “It’s very emotional, I’m very 
emotional right now with how I have overcome 
that and looking back it was just one day at a 
time, keep working hard.
“I worked really hard to get here. To play this 
solid all week, I just want to thank my team. 
The coaches, the trainers back home, I really 
appreciate them. Thanks to Jason for sticking 
around as well.
Tavatanakit began the day with a three-shot lead 
and started with a birdie on the fi rst in Riyadh 
before sinking a 12-foot eagle putt on the fi fth. 
The Thai star had a tap-in birdie on the par-three 
eighth when she hit her tee shot to just one foot 
and duly rolled in the putt.
She continued: “I came to play. It was a little 
bit more relaxing today, but I knew I still had to 
face myself out there. I just told myself to keep 
pedalling. Just try to make as many birdies as 
I can out there, and it worked out great today.

“If anything, I feel like I’ve grown so much over 
the past couple of years just as a person off  and 
on the course as well. I’m just going to continue 
to grow and learn and that’s all you can do in 
life.”
Germany’s Esther Henseleit fi nished the 
tournament in outright second place after 
producing a round of 69 (-3) on the fi nal day. 
“She hardly missed a shot today and it was 
really cool to have a front row seat of the Patty 
show. I played well this week; I made a lot of 
birdies. I played well under pressure today and 
holed some good putts coming in to keep myself 
in second place.

TAVATANAKIT WINS 2024 ARAMCO SAUDI LADIES INTERNATIONAL

71, 67 and 71.
Whilst the overnight leader Mexico’s Maria 
Fassi and Spain’s Fatima Fernandez Cano tied 
for third on nine-under-par.
India’s Pranavi Urs sits in solo fi fth on 
eight-under-par with Czech Republic’s Sara 
Kouskova one shot behind in sixth.

England’s Bronte Law fi red a 
phenomenal fi nal round of 64 (-9) to 
come from behind and clinch a three-

shot victory on a low scoring fi nal day in 
Morocco.
The Stockport born golfer got off  to a hot start 
rolling in a birdie on the fi rst before dropping a 
shot on the next.
Law didn’t let that stop her as she powered her 
way into the lead by carding eight birdies, one 
eagle and one bogey in the next 16 holes to take 
her third LET victory.
Speaking about her whirlwind fi nal day, Law 
who won Q School in 2018 in Morocco said: 
“I think I should come back to Morocco more 
often, I’m very happy to come back and win. 
This win feels a little bit surreal.
“I held out on 14 from the fairway for an 
eagle and at that moment I thought there was 
a chance if I kept making birdies. That was the 
turning point.”
Bronte’s last victory came in 2022 at the 

Aramco Team Series-London (Individual) and 
she spoke openly about struggling mentally on 
the course and believing in her ability to win 
again.
“This win represents all the hard work that I did 
in the off  season.
“I really struggled last year and have done a lot 
of work with my mental coach and Ian Wisdom 
who is obviously a legend of the game.
“This proves that when I put the hard work in 
and when I believe in myself that I can still 
compete at the very top of my game.
Law is soon fl ying out to Madrid so she can 
get home by tomorrow to celebrate and she was 
keen to dedicate this win to her family for their 
enduring support.
“I was out on my own this week, my family 
couldn’t come, my phone is blowing up right 
now with messages. But this one is for all the 
family.”
France’s Pauline Roussin-Bouchard was the 
runner up on ten-under-par after rounds of 

LAW CLAIMS THIRD LET VICTORY AT LALLA MERYEM CUP
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o the readers, patrons, golfers 
and fans- we fi nd ourselves 
at the precipice of yet another 
enthralling golfi ng tournament 

welcoming amateur and professional players 
from India and various countries to compete 
in the ‘body by the players for the players’ 
tournament- the Professional Golf Tour of 
India that, thanks to the umbrella sponsor is 
known as the Tata Steel Professional Golf 
Tour of India. 
General JJ Singh, the venerable Former 

JAMSHEDPUR PROMOTES 
PRO & AMATEUR GOLF
AMIDST HECTIC WINTER

T

By Farzan Heerjee

Feature

I am very pleased 
to learn that during 
this winter season 
Jamshedpur has yet 
again been in the 
Center of golf activity 
and promotion.

Gen J J Singh (Retd.)

(L-R) Ranjit Singh and Arjun Singh, Gaurav Ghosh, Sundara 
Ramam, Farzan Heerjee & Digvijay Singh

Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, Former Chief 
of the Army Staff , Honorable Colonel of the 
Maratha Light Infantry and Former President 
of the Indian Golf Union articulately stated, 
“I am very pleased to learn that during this 
winter season, Jamshedpur has yet again been 
in the centre of golf activity and promotion 
and therefore would like to compliment the 
Tata fraternity for promoting the sport so 
enthusiastically. I do hope that other cities 
would be open to emulate this gesture of 
closing the golf course to its local members 
whilst the potential champions strive to give 

their best to make a future for themselves”
As the Indian Golf Union (IGU) Vice-
president, golf afi cionado, resident, and 
former Tata Steel offi  cer, it would be my 
pleasure to take my dear readers on a 
journey into the past. It will bring to light 
how a small city in the east came to host a 
golf tournament that is now internationally 
recognized as a feeder tour for higher levels. 
Golfers who have been through this tour 
have become members of the Asian Tour, 
the European Tour and the United States-
based PGA Tour.



Indian Golfing history in a 
nutshell
Not surprisingly, the British brought the 
game to India even though modern-day golf 
originated in Scotland in the 16th Century. 
The fi rst golf club established in India (under 
the patronage of the British) was the Royal 
Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC,1829) followed 
by the Royal Bombay Club in 1842, the Royal 
Bangalore Club in 1876 and the Shillong Club 
in 1886. RCGC held the fi rst national level golf 
championship in 1892 making this tournament 
the second-oldest tournament in the world 
after the famous British Open. 1955 saw the 
formation of the Indian Golf Union that took 
over responsibility for Indian Golf, which 
had previously been in the hands of the Royal 
Calcutta Golf Club. Amateurs still dominated 
the sport but now most of them were Indian.
Today, India houses approximately 1.4 lakh 
golfers and 200 registered golf courses, 
Jamshedpur’s being among them.

Golf in Jamshedpur
It is well recorded in the annals of 
Jamshedpur’s history in a letter that J.N Tata 
wrote to his son, Dorabji Tata in 1902- “Be 
sure to lay wide streets planted with shady 
trees, every other of a quick-growing variety. 
Be sure that there is plenty of space for lawns 
and gardens. Reserve large areas for football, 
hockey and parks.” His vision and mission 
extended to all sports and to provide the 
necessary infrastructure and support for its 
citizens to play, stay fi t and practice till they 
are perfect. 
Even though Jamsetji Tata was not alive to see 
his namesake township grow and thrive, his 
vision persisted with every passing generation 
taking his words to heart. Cut to today under 
Tata Steel’s caring management and foresight, 
the quaint Steel City of Jamshedpur is home 
to two clubs at Beldih and Golmuri, closely 
aligning with the vision of the founding father 
of the city- Jamsetji N. Tata. 

PGTI’s origins
The Professional Golf Tour of India (PGTI), 
is a professional golf tour for men that is 
conducted in India across various club courses. 
PGTI is the ideal platform for Indian golfers to 
hone their skills, enhance their careers and go 
on to play in the highest echelons of the game 
on a global scale. It was formed in 2006, as the 
successor to the Indian PGA Golf Tour, which 
ran from 1997 to 2006. The foundation of the 
PGTI was fi rmly established, when, after three 
short years it was inducted into the prestigious 
‘International Federation of PGA Tours’. This 
meant that the PGTI is globally recognised as 
the offi  cial sanctioning body of professional 
golf in India. In 2018, the PGTI removed 
the restriction on the number of foreigners 
allowed to participate in PGTI events and 
the following year they were included in the 
Offi  cial World Golf Ranking (OWGR) system 
that promoted its status to that of an elite tour. 

Tata Steel Professional Golf 
Tour of India
This year the tournament was held in the 
Golmuri Club golf course in Jamshedpur 
under the stewardship awning of the Tata Steel 
Professional Golf Tour of India. Tata Steel has 
been the umbrella sponsor for the last 3 years 
but patron and propagator of the growing 
sport for even longer. This tournament has 
truly been a testament to the care and attention 
to detail shown by the organizers specifi cally 
the Captain of Jamshedpur Golf, Mr DB 
Sundara Ramam.

DB Sundara Ramam’s 
premier season as Skipper
Current global CEO and Managing Director 
of Tata Steel, Mr TV Narendran, is known for 
his sense of equitability and fair-mindedness 
being an avid sports enthusiast himself. In his 
capacity and with careful thought, he took his 
time to decide and appoint Mr DB Sundara 
Ramam as the Captain of Jamshedpur Golf 
in April 2023. Even though he is a relatively 
new golfer himself, with limited experience 
in golf management, he has proven himself 
to be an extremely motivated individual and a 
fast learner. His inexperience in the game was 
not a deterrent when it came to organizing all 
the tournaments and events we have seen this 
past year. He has managed the sensitivities of 
various groups and stakeholders delicately 
yet with a fi rm hand and has been quick to 
understand the intricacies and details of the 
game. 
Mr DB Sundara Ramam and his whole 
organizing and executing team deserve all 
the glory and credit in abundance. They 
took into account all the factors that go into 
maintaining a golf course, especially during 
a tournament and have outdone themselves 
most spectacularly. In terms of maintaining 
the golf course, Tata Steel’s teams and the 
club organizers ensured that players competed 
on a level and fair playing fi eld. Aside from 
this, with a collected and concerted eff ort from 
both RCGC captain, Mr Gaurav Ghosh and 
Jamshedpur Captain, Mr DB Sundara Ramam, 
the Jamshedpur vs. Kolkata tournament was 
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“It is really impressive to see the amount of eff ort 
you put in organizing the Qualifying Schools with the 
overwhelming response of the entire golfi ng fraternity 
across the country.”
- ANIL BHARGAVA
President, Bengal Golf Association

Team picture of RCGC vs Jamshedpur 2024



revived after 15 long years. This was a very 
welcome return of a bittersweet rivalry that 
was highly appreciated by the golf fraternity. 
A majority of us have experienced an 
incredible fi rst season with Mr DB Sundara 
Ramam at the helm. Whether it was major 
tournaments or minor inter-club events, the 
organizing of each of them left little to be 
desired. All of us in the golfi ng community are 
confi dent that the second season will see even 
more excitement as the team’s formula of 
success is pruned and improved to perfection. 
Mr TV Narendran can rest easy knowing he 
picked the right man to uphold the future of 
golf in Jamshedpur. 

Overview of Tata Steel 
Professional Golf Tour of 
India, 2023
The organizers were keenly aware that a 
properly maintained golf course enhances the 
overall experience for the 400-odd domestic 
and international players who fl ew into the city 
to compete during the qualifi ers. They ensured 
the greens were kept smooth, the fairways 
well manicured and bunkers kept pristine- 
all of which added to a positive and more 
enjoyable playing experience. Consistent 
course conditions allowed players to focus 
on their game rather than being distracted by 
irregularities on the turf, greens, or fairways. 
Although golf course upkeep is important 
from a player’s point of view, it is equally 
if not more important for the prestige of the 
hosts themselves. It is a direct refl ection of 
the clubs and the local communities tied to 
them and therefore vital to overshoot the 
high standards set for such events. Not to 
mention, a reputed course attracts future 
events that give local businesses such as 
food & beverages, hospitality and tourism a 
chance to grow and thrive. Future events also 
increase the likelihood of attracting sponsors. 

Tournaments attract spectators, sponsors, and 
media attention and a well-maintained course 
enhances the visual appeal of the event no 
matter what side of the greens one may be on. 
Undoubtedly, this tournament has kept true to 
the founding father’s vision of perfection in 
sports infrastructure. 
Anil Bhargava, President of the Bengal Golf 
Association shared his appreciation and said, 
“It is really impressive to see the amount of 
eff ort you put in organizing the Qualifying 
Schools with the overwhelming response of 
the entire golfi ng fraternity across the country. 
The amount of support you have been able 
to generate from your Local Golf Clubs in 

Jamshedpur is wonderful. Equally important 
is the support of The Tata Corporate Group 
that you have garnered. Full Kudos to you. I 
can only sum it up by saying God Bless and a 
big ‘Thank You’ from all of us.”

Tier 2 cities step up to 
promote golf

It is imperative to add the distinction of 
hosting an event of this stature in a Tier 1 city 
as opposed to a Tier 2 or 3 city- Jamshedpur 
being Tier 2 itself. Organizers are often faced 
with the predicament of having to close the 
course for non-competitive players during 

Feature

B Muthuraman takes over as Captain

 B Muthuraman presenting Anwar Hasan a silver salver in 1998



   G o l f P l u s     M A R C H   2 0 2 4    43

the tournament. This results in losses for 
the clubs and a lack of practice that regular 
players do not appreciate but yet showed 
enormous grace in honour of this tournament. 
However, it is a matter of setting a precedent 
that the Golmuri Club has done so eloquently. 
Amid banter concerning this aspect, former 
President of the IGU Raian Irani poignantly 
stated (albeit reluctant to take names!) that, 
“Golf Clubs are the largest stakeholders in 
the game and are the primary drivers for the 
growth of the sports. It is imperative that they 
provide their facilities to create the champions 
of tomorrow. While the big city Clubs fi nd 
this diffi  cult due to their excessive footfalls, 
we are fortunate that Clubs in Tier 2 and 3 
cities, such as The Golmuri Golf Course, 
are stepping up and taking on this role. By 
permitting unhindered use of their facilities 
for conducting tournaments, and grassroots 
and excellence camps, they are doing a great 
service to both amateur and professional 
golf. These Clubs should get the recognition 
and accolades they deserve and may their 
numbers only increase.” 

Big Dreams for a Small City
Jamshedpur although a small city, has a charm 
coupled with a sense of intimacy, community, 
and warmth that permeates through its streets 
and daily interactions. It’s often evident in 
the quaint downtown areas lined with mom-
and-pop shops, where locals greet each other 
by name. The pace of life tends to be slower, 
allowing for meaningful connections and 
a strong sense of belonging. Residents in 
Jamshedpur take pride in their city’s history, 
landmarks, and traditions, fostering a unique 
identity that sets it apart from larger urban 
centres. In small cities, there’s a palpable 
sense of authenticity and simplicity that 
resonates with residents and visitors alike.

Anwar Hasan visits JSR
Jamshedpur had the honour of being visited 
by an industry and fraternity stalwart, Mr 
Anwar Hasan- a senior Tata Veteran, Former 
MD of Tata-Robins-Fraser Ltd (TRF), 
Former Director of Town Services and former 
Jamshedpur Golf Captain until late 1998. The 
Clubs and city have been incredibly lucky to 
have leaders who have executed their duty 
so responsibly and diligently. During Mr 
Hasan’s tenure as Captain, the Beldih Golf 
Course benefi ted tremendously. To save on 
maintenance costs for the club, a majority of 
the equipment was sent over to TRF for repair 
and upkeep. 
Secondly, in the 1980s, fairways 7 and 9 used 
to be overcome by about 300 youngsters 
playing football or cricket. This spells chaos 
for golfers and is not the most ideal activity 

on greens meant for golf. Mr Hasan took it 
upon himself to enforce strict measures for 
trespassing and also found an alternative for 
the young boys without quashing their desire 
to play sports. He later handed over the reins 
to the next incumbent, Mr B Muthuraman. 

The little things that make the 
world of golf go round
Amongst his many accomplishments, Mr 
Muthuraman also began the Jamshedpur vs 
RCGC sojourn in 2004 which continued only 
till 2011. After all, it was during one of these 
fi xtures in 2006 when Jamshedpur played 
against Kolkata (when Mr Aveek Sarkar was 
captain) that both teams got to meet one of the 
most legendary culinary artists Chef Imtiaz 
Qureshi. The experience of meeting the iconic 
chef at the ITC hotel helped soften the blow 
of defeat for the Jamshedpur team. The chef 

is fondly remembered despite his demise on 
the 16th of February, 2024 at the age of 93. It 
is these exceptional, unique experiences that 
make the world of golf so exciting! 

To end this incredible 
innings
The examples cited above alongside the 
outstanding organizing of the Tata Steel 
Professional Golf Tournament this year give 
a fair idea of how top offi  cials, CEOs and 
MDs have taken the words of our founding 
fathers as law. Suffi  ce it to say they report and 
contribute to a higher calling. They, as future 
generations will as well, have executed his 
vision of accessibility and inclusivity with a 
sense of duty that benefi ts the most number 
of people in and outside the community 
by simply stepping up. That, ladies and 
gentlemen is the true Jamshedpur spirit! 

Feature

Jamshedpur had the honour of being visited by an 
industry and fraternity stalwart, Mr Anwar Hasan- a 
senior Tata Veteran, Former MD of Tata-Robins-
Fraser Ltd (TRF), Former Director of Town Services 
and former Jamshedpur Golf Captain until late 1998.

Being greeted by his old caddie Md. ShariffMrs Soraiya Hasan also accompanies him to the course
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the lowest by a winner on TOUR since 1983. 
He was second only to Scottie Scheffl  er at the 
2022 Arnold Palmer Invitational presented by 
MasterCard in another dubious distinction – 
most strokes lost off  the tee in the fi nal round 
by a champion in the ShotLink era at -2.10. 
But the stats weren’t all bad. For the week, 
he led the fi eld in birdies with 25, all but two 
coming in the fi rst three rounds. He also was 
fi rst in Strokes Gained: Tee to Green at +11.40 
and Strokes Gained: Approach the Green 
at +8.729. And Knapp was tied for fi fth in 
Greens in Regulation and second in Driving 
Distance.  
So, while some of the stats weren’t exactly 
stellar, he won. Knapp is the third TOUR 
rookie to lift a trophy already this year which 
matches the total for all of last season. 

KNAPP BREAKS 
THROUGH IN MEXICO
Contrary to what you might expect, it’s not 
always easy to play with a big lead like the 
four-stroke advantage Jake Knapp took into 
the fi nal round of the Mexico Open at Vidanta. 
Adding to the challenge? He was playing in 
just his ninth PGA TOUR event and his driver 
deserted him. 
But the 29-year-old Californian battled 
throughout the day and hung on for a one-
stroke victory over another TOUR rookie, 
Sami Valimaki of Finland. Knapp, who had 
built his lead by shooting 64-63 in the second 
and third rounds, only hit two fairways and 
nine greens in the fi nal round. 
His driving accuracy was just 15.38 percent, 

MATSUYAMA SECURES 
MAGICAL NINTH 
VICTORY AT GENESIS
Hideki Matsuyama faced a daunting challenge 
on Sunday at storied Riviera Country Club. 
He went into the fi nal round of the Genesis 
Invitational trailing by six shots - only 
Canadian Mike Weir had ever come back 
from a bigger defi cit to win the tournament, 
seven strokes in 2003.
But the 32-year-old from Japan has a game 
made for big moments - witness that 2021 
Masters victory - and he was equal to the 
task, fi ring a fi nal-round 62 to win by three. 
The victory was his ninth on the PGA TOUR, 
eclipsing Korea’s K.J. Choi for the most by an 
Asian player. 

THE STATS THAT DEFINED 
THE PGA TOUR IN FEBRUARY
Wyndham Clark, Nick Taylor, Hideki Matsuyama and Jake Knapp produced 
sensational wins to highlight a memorable February on the PGA TOUR as 
we break down the stats which mattered the most.

by Helen Ross

Hideki Matsuyama Jake Knapp
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staked him to a one-stroke victory when the 
Signature Event was called after 54 holes. 
Clark, who now has won three times in just 
10 months, including the 2023 U.S. Open, 
had started the third round six strokes off  the 
pace. And even with a bogey at No. 12 that put 
the brakes on a sizzling run that began with 
an eagle followed by fi ve straight birdies, the 

Matsuyama’s round of 9-under was the lowest 
closing tally at Riv by a Genesis Invitational 
winner, one stroke better than Doug Tewell 
back in 1983. It also marked the ninth time 
he’d gone bogey free over the fi nal 18 holes 
since the start of the 2020-21 season. Only 
Chris Kirk with 11 and Cam Davis with 10 
have more. 
A big reason for the fi nal-round turnaround? 
Matsuyama was +2.84 better in Strokes 
Gained: Approach the Green in the fi nal round 
than he was in the fi rst three rounds combined 
when he clocked in at -.40. His Strokes Gained: 
Total mark of +8.471 in the fi nal round was the 
best by a TOUR winner since Rory McIlroy at 
the 2019 RBC Canadian Open. 

TAYLOR MADE FOR 
SUCCESS IN PHOENIX
Once again, Nick Taylor has shown a fl air for 
the dramatic. First it was that 72-foot eagle 
putt on the fourth playoff  hole to win the RBC 
Canadian Open last summer. More recently, 
Taylor used a furious fi nish and two extra holes 
to make the WM Phoenix Open his fourth PGA 
TOUR win. 
Trailing by three with four holes remaining, 
Taylor’s putter got hot when it counted as he 
rolled in birdie putts on three of his last four 
holes, including a 9-footer at the 18th to force 
the playoff  with Charlie Hoff man. For the week, 
Taylor gained 2.38 shots on the fi eld over that 
fi nishing stretch – more than any WM Phoenix 
Open winner since 1983. 
Combined with the two playoff  holes, Taylor 
birdied fi ve of the last six holes he played. But 
truth be told, Taylor relied on that putter all 
week, fi nishing with a career-best total of +8.93 
in Strokes Gained: Putting and rolling in 459 
feet, 9 inches of putts, more than he’d made in 
any other TOUR event. 
The 35-year-old Canadian prospered on the par 
4s, playing them in 13 under, the best tally of a 
winner at TPC Scottsdale in the ShotLink era. 
Seven of those birdies came during a fi rst-round 
and career-low 60. And even when he missed 
the putting surface, Taylor was nearly automatic 
with a 92.31 scrambling percentage, better than 
any other WM Phoenix Open champ. 

CLARK MISSES 
MAGICAL 59 EN ROUTE 
TO WIN AT PEBBLE 
BEACH
With the weather gods stubbornly refusing 
to cooperate on the picturesque Monterey 
Peninsula, the players knew that the third 
round of the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am 
would likely be their last. And Wyndham Clark 
made the most of it, fi ring a career-low 60 that 

Oregon grad still had a chance at the magical 
59 when he teed it up on the par 5 18th, only to 
see his 27-foot eagle putt stop 7 inches away. 
It was a rare miss on the greens for Clark, who 
made 189 feet, 9 inches of putts on Saturday – 
the best cumulative total for a round at Pebble 
Beach and a career-best for the 30-year-old. He 
tallied +5.28 in Strokes Gained: Putting, which 
was the highest for a winner since 2004. 
While he couldn’t convert that eagle for the 59, 
Clark did have two on the front on Saturday 
and three for the tournament, tied with Justin 
Rose and just one behind the 2021 champion 
Daniel Berger for the most by a winner. And 
he did it in just 54 holes - in fact, Clark played 
the par 5s in 10 under in his second and third 
rounds at Pebble Beach.

Once again, Nick Taylor 
has shown a fl air for 
the dramatic. First it was 
that 72-foot eagle putt on 
the fourth playoff hole 
to win the RBC Canadian 
Open last summer.

Nick Taylor

Wyndham Clark
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to DLF Golf and Country Club for hosting 
this prestigious tournament at their world 
class golf course. The Hero Indian Open has 
been the summit on the Indian golf calendar 
as Indian Golf Union strives to promote 
and run one of the most expansive amateur 
schedules, which has allowed top amateurs to 
grow in to world class professional golfers, 
who have done India proud.”
The tournament will see 144 players compete 
for the trophy. The winner will receive a 
handsome US$ 382,500, the runner-up picking 
up US$ 247,500 and the third-place fi nisher 
pocketing US$ 140,850.
Hero MotoCorp has been the Title Sponsor 
of the tournament since 2005 and marks two 
decades of a fruitful relationship with India’s 
apex golfi ng body, the Indian Golf Union (IGU). 
This is also the 10th year of the tournament’s 
association with the DP World Tour (formerly 
European Tour), one of the biggest global 
golfi ng Tours.

HERO INDIAN OPEN RETURNS 
WITH A BIGGER PRIZE PURSE 

T
he 2024 edition of the Hero 
Indian Open will be held 
between March 28-31, 2024 at 
the DLF Golf & Country Club, 
Gurugram.

Dr. Pawan Munjal, Executive Chairman, 
Hero MotoCorp, said, “For more than two 
decades, the Hero Indian Open has served as 
the cornerstone of Indian golf, embodying 
our nation’s golfi ng spirit with distinction. 
It brings me immense satisfaction to have 
played a guiding role in this esteemed 
national endeavor. Throughout its storied 
history, the tournament has been instrumental 
in elevating Indian golf and its players onto 
the global stage, showcasing our country’s 
talent and potential to the world. With the 
support of the IGU and DP World Tour, I am 
confi dent that we will continue to steer this 
prestigious event towards unprecedented 
levels of success and recognition. We extend 
our sincerest best wishes to all participating 

players, anticipating a week fi lled with 
exhilarating and world-class golf.”
The tournament – now in its 57th edition - will 
carry a record prize purse of US $2.25 million 
and will be a part of the Asian Swing bringing 
added benefi ts for the Swing Champion. The 
Hero Indian open will be the second of fi ve 
events comprising the Asian Swing as part of 
the new-look 2024 Race to Dubai.
While the entry list is yet to be closed, leading 
the fi eld will be former champion Anirban 
Lahiri, who won in 2015, Shiv Kapur, three-
time DP World Tour winner Nicolas Colsaerts 
of Belgium and the new exciting talent 
Kazumi Kobori of New Zealand.
Mr Brijinder Singh, President, Indian Golf 
Union said: “The Indian Golf Union, the 
proud organiser of India’s most prestigious 
golf event, is grateful to Hero MotoCorp 
and DP World Tour for their unwavering 
commitment and continuous support to Indian 
golf and our fl agship event. We are thankful 

The Hero Indian Open – the country’s National Open and fl agship golf tournament – is returning 
to usher in a new era in Indian golf with an enhanced prize purse and several fi rst-time incentives.

(from left to right): Golfer Manu Gandas; Mr Brijinder Singh, President, Indian Golf Union; Mr SK Sharma, Chairman – HIO Committee; Golfer Aman Raj; Mr Bharatendu 
Kabi, Head - Corporate Communications & CSR, Hero MotoCorp; Mr Tusch Daroga, VP-Operations, DLF Golf & Country Club, with the Hero Indian Open trophy
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THE C TOUR GOLF!
The Bangalore leg of the C Tour presented 
by Vredestein Tyres was hosted by Clover 
Greens Golf Club! With apt weather the 
golfers enjoyed their game. To add up the 
excitement, MG Motors displayed their 
car near the 1st fairway. While the players 
enjoyed their round Vredestein Tyres 

arranged a FREE Car Health Check Up. 
Our apparel partner -Selected/ Homme, 
Visa Partner- BLS made sure that the 
golfers carried home lots of gifts.
Standard Chartered arranged a special 
booth for players to click pictures & take 
home the event memories.
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members of the diplomatic community.

Participants enjoyed their round and the 
amazing on course prizes and the Street food 
personally curated by the buddies.

The event concluded with a Gala musical 
evening. Besides The stunning trophies, 
Curated Menu, delightful gifts the bonhomie 
was the high point of the evening.

GOLFING EXTRAVAGANZA 2.0
W

hen translated Extravaganza 
would mean ‘Fun unlimited’ 
and that is exactly what 
the participants had at the 
Golf Buddies ‘Golfi ng 

Extravaganza’ played at the Qutab Golf 
Course. There could not have been better hosts 
than the golf buddies, as each one of them is 
a passionate Golfer and an avid supporter of 

the game.

The Golf Buddies - D.P. Singh of Sara Group, 
Satnam & Gurnam Arora of Kohinoor, Pradeep 
Jain of Silverglades & Purshottam Bhageria of 
Filatex held back no eff ort in making the event 
a Golfi ng Extravaganza!

The event in its second edition saw participation 
from the who’s who of Delhi including 
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Winner(Below 60 Years)  Justice Anupender Grewal  

Runner Up(Below 60 Years) Brig S Mishra   

Winner (Above 60 years) Navdeep Abbot

Runner Up (Above 60 years) Balbir Singh

Winner Ladies Dr Juxiam Lu hesselmann

Runner Up Ladies Bhawna Gupta

Closest to the pin HBS Gill  

Longest Drive(Men) Vikram Bahri

Longest Drive(Ladies) Ivleen Khurana 

Straightest Drive Virender Ganda

RESULTS
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Ina Singh’s residence celebrating 25 Years of 
Stephanian Lunch. 
The high turn-out also saw alumni joining from 
Chandigarh, Dehradun and Jaipur for the fun 
and frolic. Justice Hima Kohli gave away the 
sterling silver running trophy (donated last year 
by the 92 year old Stephanian IK Rasgotra) to 
the Joint winners Lakshaya Dev Mudgil and 
Bikram Singh. The event  was supported by 
Usha International, IILM Law, CDIL, Rajiv 
Thapar, BLS, Armor Heavy & Kingfi sher Ultra.
The guests and their spouses were welcomed 
by the Chief Patron and Arjuna awardee Ashok 
Malik and Ajay Dua, the President of the St. 
Stephen’s Golfi ng Fraternity. 

ST. STEPHENS GOLF! PLAYING FOR THE ALMA MATER!

ONCOURSE PRIZES 
Overall Winners : Bikram Singh& Lakshya Dev Mudgil
Winner Men Gross (18 holes) : Bikram Singh& Lakshya Dev Mudgil
Winner  Men’s Nett (Hcap cat 10-18) : Amrendra Singh 
Runner Up Men’s Nett (Hcap cat 10-18) : Simran Singh Sachdev 
Winner  Men’s Nett (Hcap cat 1-9) : Bikram Singh  
Runner Up Men’s Nett (Hcap cat 1-9) : Sanjay Singh Shekhawat 
Winner Ladies Gross : Purnima Vir
Runner Up Ladies Gross : Sonaal Chaudhri 
Winner Ladies Nett : Purnima Vir 
Runner Up Ladies Nett : Tuhina Sunder(Kalsia) 
Winner (9 holes only) : Deepak Gupta 
Runner Up (9 holes only): R K Pachnanda

MAIN PRIZES 
Closest to the pin Hole No. 7  : Vikram Malhotra  
Closest to the pin Hole No. 12 : Najeeb Jung  
Straightest Drive Hole No. 4 : Sandeep Sunder & Rajiv Thapar  
Straightest Drive Hole No.14 : Shrey Chopra & Ravi Chopra 
Longest Drive Hole No. 9 : Sunil Kumar Lal  
Longest Drive Hole No. 18 : Lakshaya Dev Mudgil 

RESULTS

ore than 100 Alumni of the Premier 
institution The St. Stephens 
College under the banner of St. 
Stephens Golf Fraternity gathered 

to take part in the recently revived a 37 year old 
annual alumni golf that had got interrupted due 
to the unfortunate passing away of the earlier 
promoters, Shankar Ghosh and Kali Ghosh, as 
well as the country wide Covid 19 pandemic. 
A group of die-hard golfers had got together to 
bring back the event  and  put  on a  fi rmer base  
a traditional get -together that had historically 
been eagerly looked forward to by the alumni 
of diff erent vintage. 
The tournament saw alumni - ranging in age 
from the 94 year old O.P. Bhutani to a 22 year 

old  - swinging their golf clubs away in friendly 
competition. With their golf handicaps varying 
widely between 36 and zero, all of them 
displayed the same high level of enthusiasm 
and unique banter for which the College has 
come to be known for decades. Understandably, 
while some of the seniors over 75 years ended 
up playing only 9 holes, most completed the 
customary 18 holes on the picturesque Lodhi 
course. For most part of the day, the players 
had the rare privilege of their performance on 
the fi eld being witnessed by herds of peacocks 
parading around nonchalantly in the middle of 
the fairways! 
The prize distribution to the winners was held 
the next day at the annual lunch at Stephanian 

M



FIA JCB GOLF 
ndia’s leading manufacturer for 
earthmoving and construction 
equipment, JCB India Ltd, 
continued its support to the 15th 

edition of the FIA-JCB golf tournament at 
Faridabad.

The tournament over the years has become 
an annual event in the industrial town of 
Faridabad. It attracts golfers from across the 
Delhi NCR Region and has been a popular 
tournament for the past 14 years. This 
year saw more than 80 players in diff erent 

categories.
The players teed off  in the morning with 
great enthusiasm, competing for the Rolling 
FIA JCB rolling Trophy and even competing 
within their fourballs apart from number of 
other prizes.
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RESULT
Gross Winner  Ramun Singh

Gross Runner Up  Rehan James

Nett Winner  Salil Pawah

Nett Runner up  Sukhwant

Winner Senior (65 yrs & Above)  Sukhdev Singh

Winner Junior Gross  Avviraj Kalia

Runner Up Junior Gross  Aaravv Kalia

Winner Closest to the pin-Hole No.4  Piyush Goyal

Winner Longest Drive –Hole No.9  Lakhan Singh

Winner Nearest to the Centerline-Hole No.14 Ramun Singh

Winner Crooked Line Sahil Ratra & Rajender Mathur
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Oppo Closest to the pin – Hole No. 5 
Simarjeet Singh

HeevWorld Longest Drive - Hole No.9 
1. Capt. Soubhagya Roul        2. Bhuwan Bhat

BLS Straightest Drive - Hole No.18 
1. InderJeet Singh                  2. Nitin Rana

Winner Invitee Nett  Gobind Wadhwa

Winner Invitee Gross  Simarjeet Singh

Winner Senior Category (75y rs & above) 
Retd. PP Arvinder Singh Barara

Runner Up Nett - 
Shri. B. P. Agarwal Memorial Golf Trophy 
Vivek Chadha

Winner Nett 
Shri. B. P. Agarwal Memorial Golf Trophy 
Nishant Kalia

Winner Ladies Nett  Abha Jain

Runner-up Gross  Kamal Bhatia

Winner Gross  MK Mohanty

RESULTS

ROTARY CAMA GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
T

he 6th Fundraiser golf tournament 
hosted by Rotary Club of Delhi CAMA 
Place, Rotary Cama Golf Trophy 2024 
concluded successfully with over 115 

players participating in the event. Over time, 
Rotary’s reach & vision gradually extended to 
humanitarian service with an objective to serve 
society at large. Today in India, rotary has spread 
its wings with more than 12 lacs Rotarians in 
35989 clubs and 525 districts.

The prize distribution was held at Lunch.
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The Senior Amateur Golf Tour founded by Sportec (Faisal 
Qureshi), held its fi rst of 8 events at the Golden Greens Golf 
Club with trophies sponsored by Aravali Polo. The event had 4 

age categories Rookie (40-49), Champions (50-59), Stars (60-69), 
Legends (70-79), Super Seniors (80+). 

The best gross score of the day 76 was played by Col. Anil Jule and 
the best Nett score 64 was by Atul Dhir.
Each event has Order of Merit points which will have the Top 5 
players from each division qualify for the Tour Championship which 
will be played over 36 holes.

INAUGURAL SENIOR AMATEUR GOLF TOUR EVENT

THE PRIZE WINNERS IN THE AGE DIVISIONS WERE:

ROOKIE DIV (40-49)

1- Manish Mehrotra

2- Gaurav Bagga

CHAMPIONS DIV

1- Atul Dhir

2- Avneet Vohra

STARS DIV

1-  Col. Anil Jule

2-  Col. Azad S.Ruhail

LEGENDS DIV

Ravi Grover

OVERALL GROSS WINNER 

Col. Anil Jule

OVERALL NETT WINNER

Atul Dhir

CLOSEST TO PIN

Praveen Grover

T
he Hurricane Junior Golf Tour 
announced that we are expanding 
operations to India. The fi rst of 12 
HJGT tournaments in India will kick 
off  in April.

“We are thrilled to bring our tour to India 
and continue growing the game globally,” 
says Mario Conte, HJGT Founder. “We have 
a large international following here in the 
United States, and to bring the tour to India 
this year is a major benefi t for junior golfers 
worldwide. HJGT is operating events in 30 
US states, Canada, China, and now India. 
This commitment to expansion, both here 
and overseas, will continue to bring more 
opportunities for our players, families, staff , 
and partners.”

Largely considered a niche hobby, golf 
is gaining popularity in the country of 

HURRICANE JUNIOR GOLF TOUR EXPANDS TO INDIA
1.8 billion people - thanks in large part to 
younger Indians taking up the game, and 
seeking more opportunities to develop. 
“We are extremely proud and honored to 
be associated with the Hurricane Junior 
Golf Tour to run events in India starting in 
April 2024,” said Faisal Qureshi, Founder 
of Little Masters Junior Golf Tour in India.

“In the fi rst year, we will host 12 2-day 
events across India, so that our juniors 
gain the experience of playing professional 
tournaments like they do on the Hurricane 
Tour. These players will earn HJGT points 
and be able to go to America to play 
in invitational events and the National 
Championship. We also hope to have 
American juniors come to India to play in 
the HJGT India events. It’s a great honor to 
work alongside the HJGT.” This expansion 
into India provides an opportunity to 

continue to bring junior golf at a competitive 
level to the world.

Kartik Singh



It was a fi ne opening day for the 
seven-member Indian squad. 
While Arshvant led his group, 
four other Indians were in Top-3 
after the fi rst day of the three-day 

event which carries WAGR points and 
grants Priority points for entry into US 
Kids World Championships and European 
Championships later in the year.
The 14-year-old Arshvant, whose coach 
Amit Dubey was with him, shot 69 with 
fi ve birdies against two bogeys, the second 
of which came on the tricky 18th hole at the 
6,256-yard course. Arshvant birdied second, 
sixth, ninth, 13th and the 17th, while he 
dropped shots on eighth and 18th.
Srivastava led two Korean boys Woosung 
Sun (73) and Geon Kang (74) by four and 
fi ve shots respectively.
Two other Indians, Sohang Har Kantor (79) 
and Ved Sai Machiraju (85) were T-7 and 
T-14 respectively.
Divjot Gupta (40) was lying second behind 
Clifton Michael Lumy of Indonesia (39) 
while another Indian Ruslaan Alam Khan 
(44) was third in Boys 8 and Under category.
Jot Sarup Gupta (77) was second four shots 

behind leader Aaron Zhang of China (73) in 
Boys 10 and under.
In the Girls 13-14 category Kriti Parekh 
was lying second with a round of 83 and the 
leader was Wang Enxi (76).
A total of 106 junior golfers from 16 
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Feature

ARSHVANT SRIVASTAVA LEADS BY 4 SHOTS

countries, including 37 players from 
Malaysia, are competing in the three-day 
tournament.
The US Kids Malaysian Championships is 

the fi rst regional Nationals under the US 
Kids umbrella in Asia this year. It will be 
followed by more such events in Thailand, 
Singapore and India. 

Arshvant Srivastava of India blazed the Glenmarie Golf and Country Club with 
the day’s best card of 3-under 69 in the Boys 13-14 age category on the opening 
day of the US Kids Malaysian Championships.

SRIVASTAVA LED 
TWO KOREAN 
BOYS WOOSUNG 
SUN (73) AND 
GEON KANG 
(74) BY FOUR 
AND FIVE SHOTS 
RESPECTIVELY.
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Zimbabwe’s Matthew Bramford split the pack of 
South Africans at the top of the leaderboard with 
a fi nal round 68 to fi nish three shots further back 
on ten-under-par, while there was also drama 
and excitement earlier in the round as his fellow 
countryman Keegan Shutt claimed the course 
record with a remarkable ten-under-par 62. 
Rolex is an event partner of the Africa Amateur 
Championship and Africa Amateur Women’s 
Invitational and is committed to supporting 
The R&A’s professional and amateur 
championships.

“I can’t wait to play in The Open,” said van der 
Merwe. “Honestly, I can’t wait. It’s links golf as 
well, so I’m going to be licking my chops out 
there with just a little sting two iron all day and I 
just can’t wait until the time comes.”
It was bitter disappointment and heartbreak for 
his compatriots. 
Having held the overnight lead, Verster slipped 
to a one-over-par 73 and his hopes of lifting the 
trophy ended in the play-off  after over-shooting 
the green and fi nding the water laying behind. 
“I’m heartbroken just now,” said an emotional 
Verster after the play-off . 
“I mean, I played unbelievable golf for the 
fi rst three rounds, so I have to be happy with 
my performance in some ways. I’ve enjoyed 
everything about this week and The R&A has 
been absolutely incredible. It’s been a really 
special week at Leopard Creek and it’s my 
favourite place in the world to be.” 
Maas, the top-ranked player in the fi eld, could 
only muster up a level-par 72 and he left the 
door open for van der Merwe to claim the win 
after missing his birdie putt in the play-off . 
“Today wasn’t a good performance,” refl ected 
Maas. 

A
ltin van der Merwe emerged victorious 
from a dramatic three-way play-off  
against Christiaan Maas and Ivan Verster 
to win the inaugural Africa Amateur 
Championship at Leopard Creek. 

The three South Africans fi nished deadlocked on 
13-under-par after the regulation 72 holes, with 
van der Merwe seeing an eagle chance at the 
last slip agonisingly by the hole, but he held his 
nerve in sudden death to seal the championship 
with a birdie on the par-5 18th. 
“It’s awesome to be the new Africa Amateur 
Champion. It’s an unbelievable feeling but I 
don’t think it’ll kick in until later,” said van der 
Merwe, who shot a fi nal round 70. 
“The two competitors I played with are two great 
friends and we went back and forth throughout 
the day. I think all three of us had the lead at 
one stage. On the last hole I just pulled a blinder 
of an approach out and in the play-off  I made 
a good two-putt. I can’t describe the feeling, it 
means everything to me.” 
The 27-year-old has earned exemptions 
into The 152nd Open at Royal Troon, The 
Amateur Championship, the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship and the Waterfall City 
Tournament of Champions powered by Attacq. 

“I can’t wait to play in 
The Open, Honestly, 
I can’t wait. It’s links 
golf as well, so I’m 
going to be licking 
my chops out there 
with just a little sting 
two iron all day and 
I just can’t wait until 
the time comes.”

ALTIN VAN DER MERWE
WINS THE AFRICA 
AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP 
AFTER DRAMATIC PLAY-OFF



56   G o l f P l u s    M A R C H   2 0 2 4

Content Editor : Nikhil Kalaan, Media Manager, PGTI

CHILE’S MATIAS DOMINGUEZ RECORDS IMPRESSIVE SEVEN-
SHOT WIN AT TATA STEEL PGTI QUALIFYING SCHOOL 2024

hilean golfer Matias Dominguez 
(61-70-69-64) posted a fi nal round 
of seven-under 64 to end up as 
the wire-to-wire champion with 

an impressive seven-shot margin at a total of 
20-under 264 at the Final Qualifying Stage of 
the TATA Steel PGTI Qualifying School 2024 
held at the Golmuri Golf Course in Jamshedpur.
The trio consisting of India’s Mohammad Sanju 
(65-66-72-68) and amateurs Subash Tamang 
(67-66-71-67), the fi rst Nepalese golfer to win 
the All India Amateur Championship in 2023 
as well as Indian teenager Anshul Kabthiyal 
(64-70-69-68) were the joint runners-up at a 
total of 13-under 271.
The cut in the fi nal round went at four-under 
280 with the top 36 players earning their full 
cards for the 2024 TATA Steel PGTI season.
The top 36 included six amateurs. There were 

also 10 foreigners (three from Bangladesh and 
one each from Chile, Nepal, Italy, Czechia, 
Canada, South Korea and Japan) among the 36 
players who earned their full cards.
Thirty-one-year-old Matias Dominguez, who 
either held the solo or the joint lead since round 
one, produced seven birdies during his fl awless 
fourth round to cruise to victory and make it a 
memorable fi rst trip to India.
Matias, being the overnight joint leader by 
three shots, established himself as the sole 
leader early on thanks to his two birdies on 
the front-nine. The man from Santiago, the 
Pre-Q III winner following his historic 59 the 
previous week, expanded his lead and fi nally 
ran away with it after adding fi ve more birdies 
on the back-nine as he was excellent from tee 
to green in the last round.
Dominguez, the 2015 Latin America Amateur 
champion and a regular on the PGA Tour 

Latinoamerica over the last few years, said, 
“I’m really happy about winning the Q-School 
on my very fi rst visit to India. It’s been an 
unbelievable experience for me over the past 
one week having shot scores of 59 and 61 and 
winning the Pre-Q and the Final Stage. All 
aspects of my game have been top-notch and 
I’m now really excited about playing the 2024 
PGTI season.”
Matias bagged the top prize money cheque of 
Rs. 75,000 for his eff ort.

C

Champion Matias Dominguez receives his trophy and cheque from Mr. D B Sundara Ramam, Vice President - Raw 
Materials Division, TATA Steel & Captain, Jamshedpur Golf (3rd from right) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI 
(2nd from left). The other dignitaries seen in the picture are Mr. R N Murthy, EIC, Tinplate Division (2nd from right), Mr. 
Digvijay Singh, CEO, Jamshedpur Golf (extreme right) and Mr. Sampath Chari, Tournament Director, PGTI (extreme left).

THIRTY-SIX PLAYERS EARN FULL CARDS FOR 2024 SEASON

Matias Dominguez - Winner



Here is a picture of the rookies who earned their playing rights for the 2024 
TATA Steel PGTI Season through the Qualifying School.

ROOKIES OF 2024 

Standing L to R: 
Yuvraj Singh (India), Stepan Danek (Czech Republic), Matias Dominguez (Chile), Michele Ortolani (Italy), Manjot Singh (India), Anshul Kabthiyal (India), 
Dominic Piccirillo (USA), Abhishek Kumar (India), Joe Hurn (USA)

Sitting L to R: 
Si In Kim (South Korea), Wenzel Krzenck (Germany), Dhruv Suri (India), Yash Majmudar (India), Subash Tamang (Nepal), Shaurya 
Bhattacharya (India)
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it needed to be in order for me to excel at the 
international level.” 
Bengaluru-based Rahil Gangjee controlled 
the proceedings till the 13th having drained 
fi ve birdies at the cost of a lone bogey. 
However, Rahil’s double-bogey on the 
14th saw his title hopes fade away as Manu 
emerged as the new leader.

Gandas, trailing overnight leader Rahil 
Gangjee by two shots at the start of the day, 
started piling on the pressure on the latter with 
some great wedge shots that led to birdies on 
the fourth and seventh and a 40-feet birdie 
conversion on the sixth. Manu continued to fi re 
with his short-game on the back-nine making 
two critical birdie putts from a range of 10 to 
15 feet on the 13th and 17th to fi nally move 
into the lead and thereafter seal the match.
Manu said, “I wasn’t thinking any diff erently 
today and just stuck to my gameplan and 
continued doing what I did well earlier in the 
week.
“I’ve drawn a lot of positives from my 
experience of playing on the DP World 
Tour last year which has helped my game 
immensely. The fi elds there were world-class 
and the environment was completely diff erent. 
I got to see where my game stood and where 

urugram’s Manu Gandas (65-67-
64-64) stole the show in the last 
round by shooting the day’s best 
score of six-under 64 to total an 

impressive 20-under 260 and lift his eighth 
career title at the INR 1 crore TATA Steel PGTI 
Players Championship 2024 presented by 
Tollygunge Club.
Rahil Gangjee (65-65-64-68), playing in his 
original home town of Kolkata, put together a 
fourth round of 68 to secure the runner-up spot 
at 18-under 262.
Twenty-seven-year-old Manu Gandas, who 
had earned a spot on the DP World Tour in 
2023 after winning the TATA Steel PGTI 
Ranking in 2022, drew on all his learnings 
from playing in Europe last year. Manu’s 
second straight 64 was a bogey-free eff ort that 
was punctuated by three birdies each on the 
front-nine and back-nine.

MANU GANDAS STEALS THE SHOW 
WITH LAST DAY 64, BAGS EIGHTH CAREER TITLE

Champion Manu Gandas receiving his trophy & cheque from Mr. Ajay K Mishra, Chief, Sales Planning & 
Admin - Flat Products, TATA Steel (3rd from left) & Mr. Sujoy Banerjee, President, Tollygunge Club (2nd from 
right). The other dignitaries seen in the picture are Mr. Sreyon Chatterjee, Golf Captain, Tollygunge Club 
(extreme right), Brig. (Retd.) V Ganapathy, CEO, Tollygunge Club (4th from left), Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, 
CEO, PGTI (2nd from left) and Mr. Gaurav Pundir, Golf Superintendent, Tollygunge Club (extreme left). 

Manu Gandas - Winner

G

“I’ve drawn a lot of 
positives from my 
experience of playing on 
the DP World Tour last 
year which has helped my 
game immensely. 

Rahil Gangjee - Runner-up
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DREAM VALLEY GROUP AND PGTI STAGE 
DREAM VALLEY GROUP PRESENTS VOOTY MASTERS 2024

Speaking about the tournament, Mr. Uttam 
Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI, said, “We thank 
the Dream Valley Group for supporting our 
endeavour of promoting Indian professional 
golf. After a successful fi rst edition in 2022, 
we look forward to building the Vooty Masters 
into one of the premier events on the tour in 
partnership with Dream Valley Group. We 
seek to showcase the magnifi cent Vooty Golf 
County as a leading golfi ng destination in the 
country through the staging of this event.”

ream Valley Group in collaboration 
with the Professional Golf Tour 
of India (PGTI) announced the 
VOOTY Masters 2024 which was to 

be held at the Vooty Golf County in Vikarabad, 
from February 21 – 24. The tournament off ered 
a prize purse of INR 1 crore.
The leading professionals in the fi eld were 
defending champion Manu Gandas, Aman Raj, 
Karan Pratap Singh, Rahil Gangjee, Udayan 
Mane, Sachin Baisoya, Khalin Joshi and PGTI 
Qualifying School winner Matias Dominguez 
of Chile, to name a few.
Vooty Golf County is a pristine green property 
with an 18-hole championship golf course, 
plush residential units and luxury resorts. Vooty 
Golf County was built to make the game of golf 
easily accessible for golfers in and around the 
city of Hyderabad. It is also an eco-friendly 
golf county as processed sewage water from 
the Vikarabad area is used for the golf course 

maintenance.
Mr. Santhosh Reddy Kancharla, Chairman & 
Managing Director of Dream Valley Group, 
expressed excitement, stating, “We are 
thrilled to once again collaborate with PGTI, 
a distinguished name in Indian golf. Our 
partnership brings forth a promising future of 
tournaments. Best wishes to all the talented 
participants gearing up for Vooty Masters 
2024.”
Echoing this sentiment, Mr. Prithvi Reddy 
Kancharla, CEO of Dream Valley Group, 
highlighted the upcoming challenge, saying, 
“This edition promises an exhilarating battle 
between the players and the challenging 
course. With esteemed professionals and 
renowned golfers set to compete, we anticipate 
an extraordinary event. Our past collaborations 
with PGTI have been rewarding, and we 
eagerly anticipate a continued partnership for 
future tournaments.”

“We thank the Dream 
Valley Group for 
supporting our 
endeavour of promoting 
Indian professional golf.
- Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI

D

L to R: Mr. K Santhosh Reddy, Chairman & MD, Dream Valley Group, leading 
Indian professionals Karan Pratap Singh and Aman Raj and Mr. Uttam Singh 
Mundy, CEO, PGTI, pose with the trophy at the Press Conference
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“My rookie season last year was very exciting 
for me as I gained valuable experience on 
how the professionals go about their job. This 
helped my confi dence a lot,” added Binu, who 
displayed great composure and maturity beyond 
his years with his enthralling performance.

four despite the pressures of staring at a maiden 
title. This was evident from the fact that he 
powered ahead with four birdies on the fi rst 
seven holes to open up a substantial six-shot 
lead.
Shaurya, living up to his name which means 
‘bravery’, was unfazed by the bogey on the 
ninth as he came roaring back with a birdie on 
the 13th and an eagle-two on the par-4 15th 
thanks to two outstanding drives and a long 
conversion.
Binu, the son of an Army offi  cer, fi nally signed 
off  in style with two extraordinary approach 
shots that led to tap-in birdies on the 17th and 
18th.
Shaurya, who extended his lead in each round, 
said, “Enjoying a three-shot lead, knowing that 
I was in good form and having my plans in 
place, I was quite comfortable from the start of 
the day. I had to play the shots I knew I could 
so it was all about controlling my emotions. I’m 
quite proud of this eff ort.

engaluru-based teenager Shaurya 
Binu joined the winner’s circle on 
the PGTI after a dominant fi nal 
round display of eight-under 64 at 

the INR 1 crore Dream Valley Group presents 
Vooty Masters 2024 played at the Vooty Golf 
County in Vikarabad.
Nineteen-year-old Shaurya (66-66-70-64), 
playing at the Vooty Golf County for the fi rst 
time, totaled 22-under 266 at Vooty to register 
an emphatic eight-shot triumph and pick up the 
winning cheque worth Rs. 15 lakh that moved 
him from 10th to fi rst position in the TATA 
Steel PGTI Ranking.
Binu, playing only his second season as a 
professional, emerged wire-to-wire winner 
having led the fi eld in all four rounds.
Karan Pratap Singh (73-66-68-67) struck a 
67 in round four to rise three spots and fi nish 
runner-up at 14-under 274.
Shaurya Binu, the overnight leader by three 
shots, seemed at ease from the outset in round 

TEENAGER SHAURYA BINU JOINS WINNER’S CIRCLE 
AFTER DOMINANT DISPLAY AT DREAM VALLEY GROUP PRESENTS VOOTY MASTERS 2024

Champion Shaurya Binu receives the cheque from Mr. Prithvi Reddy, CEO, Dream Valley Group 
(2nd from left). The other dignitaries seen in the picture are Mr. Akash Reddy, Co-CEO, Dream 
Valley Group (extreme left) and Mr. Uttam Singh Mundy, CEO, PGTI (extreme right).

Shaurya Binu - Winner

B

“My rookie season last 
year was very exciting 
for me as I gained 
valuable experience on 
how the professionals go 
about their job.”

Karan Pratap Singh - Runner-up



Golf Clinic at the 
DREAM VALLEY 
GROUP presents 
Vooty Masters 
2024
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The Golf Clinics conducted at 
PGTI events are a means for 
the professionals to give back 
to the game which has given 
them so much. The PGTI Golf 

Clinics provide a great opportunity for 

junior and amateur golfers to interact with 
the professionals and learn about important 
aspects of the game from them.
Here are some glimpses from PGTI’s Golf 
Clinics staged at the fi rst two events of the 
2024 season. Rahil Gangjee and Aman Raj 

conducted the Clinic at the TATA Steel PGTI 
Players Championship 2024 presented by 
Tollygunge Club, while Varun Chopra and 
Saptak Talwar conducted the Clinic at the 
Dream Valley Group presents Vooty Masters 
2024.      

GIVING BACK TO THE GAME

Golf Clinic at 
the TATA STEEL 
PGTI PLAYERS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
2024 presented by 
Tollygunge Club








